
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100

Volume 4   No. 2
January 13, 2012

50¢

Quick Hits

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

This Monday is Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, and
once again Hamtramck will
hold an observance of this
very special man.
The Concerned Women of

Hamtramck and the Ham-
tramck Public School Dis-
trict are hosting a breakfast
on Monday (Jan. 16) at the
Hamtramck High School
Community Center on
Charest, starting at 9 a.m.
Besides breakfast being

served up, the program fea-
tures guest speakers and
performances by students.
It’s always a moving expe-

rience.
Tickets can be purchased

at the door for $15 for
adults, and are just $5 for
children.

Who said this, and what is
it about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“We saw a lot of folks
put on the chopping

block.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …
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Hamtramck
We Deliver!

HALAL

12 PIECE CHICKEN Large 1 Topping  Pizza 
and Howie Bread with 

Dipping Sauce

WE DELIVER! WE DELIVER!
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(313) 365-1400
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Visit 
Us On:

Monday-Saturday • 4:30am-7:00pm
Sunday • 7:00am-5:00pm

Lunch Specials Daily!
Burek & Soup

$500
Bowl of Chili

$250

Free 
Wi-fi

Continued on page 2

Formerly The Clock

11444 Jos. Campau 
313-366-2244

SOUL FOOD $1095
Buy One, 
Get One

SOUL FOOD $1095
Buy One, 
Get One FREE!

• Smothered & Fried
Pork Chops
• Fried or Baked
Chicken
• Meat Loaf
• Mashed Potatoes

• Liver & Onions
• Greens
• Yams
• Mac & Cheese
• Cornbread

Meat & 2 Sides, Choose from:

DELIVERY!
10% Senior 
Discount 

FREE 
Wi-Fi

Southern Home Cooking by Mama Joyce
See page 8
for details

Mon-Wed

Cake!

Police seek
to halt
health plan
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck police officers

may be the first group of
Michigan public employees
to challenge a new state law.
Officers here got a Wayne

County Circuit Court injunc-
tion, from Judge Robert Zi-
olkowski, to temporarily halt
a city health insurance plan.
The new plan calls for offi-

cers to carry most of the
weight of their insurance cov-
erage, ranging from $3,900
for individual coverage to
$11,000 for family cover-
age.
According to a new state

law (Public Act 152), there is
a cap on how much munici-
palities can pay for public em-
ployees’ benefits once their
contract expires on Jan. 1. 
The two unions represent-

ing police officers in Ham-
tramck say the law
technically says that require-
ment only applies when their
current insurance contract
expires, which has five
months to go.
The injunction will be

heard Jan. 17, a day before
the first paycheck deduc-
tions were supposed to take
place.
The city insists the law is

clear that the state law
takes effect once the em-
ployment contract expires.
In the meantime, the Ham-

tramck City Council took a
second look at the insurance
deal it agreed on at its Dec.
27 meeting. Since that
meeting, two new coun-
cilmembers have come on
board.
At Tuesday’s council meet-

By Charles Sercombe and
Alan R. Madeleine
Let’s all kiss the year 2011

good-bye and say good rid-
dance.
It’s now a new year that’s

worthy of a new attitude. In
with sunny optimism, and out
with cranky cynicism.
Yes, it’s time once again to

take a look at what to welcome
in and what to sweep out.
OK, maybe we’re joking

around a little bit, but here
goes with our annual list of
what’s In and Out for the year.

IN
All right, a New Year!
OUT
Enjoy every day because

this might be the last year of
existence. At least, that’s
what the ancient Mayans pre-
dicted.

IN
A new city council that

takes 30 minutes to decide
what the public can talk
about when speaking to the
council at council meetings.

OUT
Those gosh awful Solidarity

slate city councilmembers
who made “easy” decisions,
you know, look easy by being
in general agreement of
things. Don’t you hate it when
people get along?

IN
New housing!
OUT
Old housing holding its

value. Sorry, we’re still on the
skids when it comes to get-
ting a good price on your
house.

IN
(Medical) reefer madness!
OUT
Pro-reefer laws, if Republi-

can lawmakers continue to
have their way.

IN
Value World
OUT
A world with no values.

By Charles Sercombe
Maybe it’s the recent re-

lease of daily incident reports
from the Police Department,
but it appears in the past few
weeks, that there has been an
uptick in street muggings.
There have been three high-

profile robberies since early
January, but Acting Police
Chief Max Garbarino said
that’s not out of the ordinary.
“Crime has not necessarily

increased, but it’s in every-
one’s face now because of
the crime log,” he said.

All three robberies occurred
on Jos. Campau at various
times of the day. Two of the
incidents involved guns and
one happened in front of the
New Dodge Lounge at about
4 p.m., when a man reported
that two men with a knife ap-
proached him.
In the same time period, a

number of home break-ins
have occurred.
Garbarino said his depart-

ment is looking at the trends
and is preparing a plan to

An increase in street crimes? Not really says chief 

Continued on page 2

What’s ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ for the year? Read on

Continued on page 5

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements 

• Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured
Call Vince

In the coming year, there will be a new look for Shoppers
World. So far, no one is complaining.

Good bye Solidarity slate. Oh how we hated you agreeing on
things all the time.

File photo. A few high-profile street muggings occurred in the
last few weeks, but that doesn’t mean there is an increase
in crime overall.
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This week at the library...
ESL Class with Christine Templing - Satur-
day, January 14 at noon. Intermediate ESL
class conducted by Christine Templin, free to
the public.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Tuesday,
January 17 at noon and 1 p.m. Basic instruc-
tions on computer use for beginners will be
held on Thursdays. Number of participants
is limited to available computers.

Computer Classes for Advanced Users -
Tuesday, January 17 at 2 p.m. Adults with
basic computer skills can enhance their
computer literacy each Tuesday at the library.
Number of participants is limited to available
computers.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January 17
at 3:30 p.m.Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the
math club and math tutoring.

ESL Class with Ms. Templin - Wednesday,
January 18 at noon. Christine Templin is the
instructor for the ESL class for beginners.
Everyone is invited. Free to the public.

Movies and Popcorn at the Library - Thurs-
day, January 19 at 4 p.m. Bring the whole
family for a free movie and popcorn.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Thurs-
day, January 19 at noon and 1 p.m. Basic in-
structions on computer use for beginners
will be held on Thursdays. Number of partic-
ipants is limited to available computers.

Family Game Night - Thursday, January 19,
at 5 p.m. Join your friends and family mem-
bers in friendly skill and knowledge games.
This month the featured game is BINGO.

ESL News for You - Friday, January 20 at
3:30 p.m. ESL reading and discussion class
with Latisha Edge. Free to the public.

Financial Activists Club - Friday, January 20
at 3:30 p.m. If you want to expand your
knowledge of budgeting and investing, play
financial literacy games and learn how to
grow your money, join the club. It is free of
charge.

Story Time for Children - Saturday, January
14, at noon. Join your friends at the library
for reading of stories about the New Year.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,
January 19 at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy
Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday invite all
members and volunteers to participate in
the regular monthly meeting.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050,
or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where

you can also access our online catalog. 

G
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Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Legal Notice Regarding Zoning
To the Property Owner or Party-in-Interest:
MD Fakrul, President of Ideal Islamic Center located at 2721 Holbrook, has made an

appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals for variances.

Variance requests for the following section of Zoning Ordinance 497 of the City of Ham-
tramck is as follows:

Section 2. Central Business District (CBD)
VI – 2.02. Permitted Uses.  In the CBD, all business establishments shall be retail or

service establishments that deal directly with customers. All goods produced on premises
shall be sold at retail on the premise.

Petitioner requests to operate a “religious, cultural, or fraternal organization,” a use that
is not permitted in the CBD.

A public hearing will be held in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Ham-
tramck, MI  48212, on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. thus affording the op-
portunity of your input being recorded on this appeal for a modification of zoning on the
premises described above.
Any variation or modification granted by the Board would have no bearing on private re-

strictions.  You may appear, authorize others to represent you, or you may express your
views in writing.  Communications must be received before the date of the hearing. 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Legal Notice Regarding Zoning
To the Property Owner or Party-in-Interest:
Nasr Hussain, Vice President of Islamic Center of Hamtramck, located at 11361 Joseph

Campau, has made an appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals for variances.

Variance requests for the following section of Zoning Ordinance 497 of the City of Ham-
tramck is as follows:

Section 2. Central Business District (CBD)
VI – 2.02. Permitted Uses.  In the CBD, all business establishments shall be retail or

service establishments that deal directly with customers. All goods produced on premises
shall be sold at retail on the premise.

Petitioner requests to operate a “religious, cultural, or fraternal organization,” a use that
is not permitted in the CBD.

A public hearing will be held in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Ham-
tramck, MI  48212, on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. thus affording the op-
portunity of your input being recorded on this appeal for a modification of zoning on the
premises described above.
Any variation or modification granted by the Board would have no bearing on private re-

strictions.  You may appear, authorize others to represent you, or you may express your
views in writing.  Communications must be received before the date of the hearing. 
Zoning Board of Appeals

ing, over a dozen officers and
their spouses and children
packed the chambers.
Despite their presence, the

council refused to overturn
the previous decision. In the
vote to rescind the new
health insurance plan, the
council split in a 3-3 tie,
meaning it failed.
Mayor Karen Majewski was

absent from the meeting be-
cause she was out of town.
Had she been there, the tie-
breaking vote would have
come down to her.
Before the vote, there was

a heated debate on council
over what to do.
You can read more about

what was said in City Hall In-
sider on page 4.
Police officer Jon Bondra, a

union representative, said of-
ficers were “surprised and
shocked” that the council re-
fused to go with an alterna-
tive health plan that would
have resulted in greater sav-
ings to the city and was less
expensive for officers.
The officers’ union had an

initial agreement with the city
on a health package that
would have produced an ad-
ditional $200,000 a year in
savings. Bondra said that
deal was abruptly withdrawn.
“It seems that they want to get

more out of us,” Bondra said.

Police seek to halt
health plan Continued from front page

combat street crimes.
In related crime news, over

half a dozen iron sewer grates
have been stolen, one from
the Commor-Charest area
and several from the Neibel-
Fleming neighborhood.
Steve Shaya, a consultant

running the Public Works De-
partment, said he is looking
into welding the grates to
their base to prevent thefts.
He said the replacement
costs for the grates run be-
tween $150 and $250, de-
pending on the size.
The Police Department is

also checking with local scrap
yards to see if the grates had
been turned in for cash.

An increase in
street crimes? Not
really says chief 
Cont. from front page

By Alan R. Madeleine
This week’s Hamtramck

Crime Log is compiled from
police reports from Friday,
Dec. 30 through Jan. 3.

From Friday, Dec. 30:
• (At 8:25 p.m. Thurs.

eve.) A man reported being
assaulted in the 3400 block
of Caniff by another man
who was previously known
to him.
• (At 9:28 p.m. Thurs.

eve.) Following a distur-
bance at 12073 Dequindre,
a woman was arrested for
assault with intent to mur-
der and another person was
arrested for assault & bat-
tery of a police officer.
• A Detroit resident was

arrested for passing a bad
check at Huntington Bank,
9301 Jos. Campau.
• A man from Hamtramck

reported being robbed of
$380 at the corner of Jos.
Campau and Yemans. The
suspect was described as a
black male, 6’2” and 230
lbs., with a scraggly beard
and a black scull cap.
• An agent for the busi-

ness at 10030 Jos. Cam-
pau reported the padlock
pried off his door, although
no entry was made.
• An agent for the busi-

ness at Wally’s Party Store,
11841 Conant, reported the
padlock cut off his door be-
tween 3:30 and 4:30 a.m.,
but no entry was made.
• At  4:18 p.m., a person

attempted to cash a fraudu-
lent check at Huntington
Bank.
• At  4:45 p.m., an agent

of McDonald’s reported sus-
pected embezzlement by an
employee.
• At 8:54 p.m., a person

in the 3000 block of Hanley
reported a prior breaking
and entering of their home
through forced entry of the
home’s back door.

From Saturday, Dec. 31:
• (At 11:15 p.m. Fri. eve.)

A person reported a break-
ing and entering of their
home at the 11000 block of
Fleming.
• At some time during the

day shift, a Norwalk resident
reported an attempted
phone scam where some-
one claiming to be from the
Treasury Department re-
quested $350 via credit
card payment.
• At 7:30 p.m., a man

stated that his girlfriend’s
brother and the brother’s
girlfriend assaulted him at a
home  in the 3800 block of

Doremus. He was trans-
ported by EMS to Detroit Re-
ceiving Hospital.

From Sunday, Jan. 1 2012:
• At 12:49 a.m., a man in

the 2200 block of Danforth
was arrested on a domestic
violence charge.
• At 1:08 a.m., Warren po-

lice reported the recovery of
a stolen Hamtramck police
handgun.
• At 5:28 a.m., a woman

came to police headquar-
ters to report an alleged as-
sault by her boyfriend in the
1900 block of Edwin.
• A woman reported being

assaulted and held against
her will until about 7 a.m.
this morning, following an
argument with her boyfriend
at a home on Belmont.
• A woman on Danforth

reported that she was im-
properly evicted and that
her property was now miss-
ing.
• At 3:25 p.m., officers re-

covered a damaged 2000
Honda at Holbrook and Mc-
Dougall that had previously
been reported stolen.
• At 3:47 p.m., a woman

reported that her home in
the 1900 block of Trow-
bridge had been broken into
sometime between 10:00
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Among
the items listed as missing
were a Samsung DVD

Continued on page 6



By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s resident

crime-fighting organization is
applying for a new grant.
The Hamtramck Community

Initiative (HCI), a non-profit
agency that focuses on build-
ing community relationships

and revitalizing neighbor-
hoods, was recently given the
green light to apply for fund-
ing through the Community
Foundation of Southeast
Michigan.
The HCI has been in opera-

tion for the past four years

thanks to Department of Jus-
tice grants worth $1 million.
What did the city get in re-

turn? According to the group,
among their laundry list of im-
provements, they created a
network of eight block clubs,
and formed a citizens patrol
that has so far logged in over
200 hours of patrols through-
out the city for a total of al-
most 700 miles.
Since its involvement with

the community over the last
four years, violent crime de-
creased by 8 percent and
auto-theft by 20 percent.
As for the future, the group

has set its sight on several
projects
“New projects will include

the creation of a Graffiti Re-
moval Task Force, creating
positive spaces throughout the
city, and the formation of a
Translation Corp and a Cross
Cultural Community Crises Re-
sponse Team to effectively
build community relation-
ships” said Barbara Sta-
chowski, of the HCI.
Want to be a part of the Ini-

tiative?
The HCI annual meeting is

Jan. 19 at 6:30 p.m. in City

Hall.
“Here at HCI, we believe

that great challenges need
grassroots solutions,” Sta-
chowski said.
For more information,

check the HCI website at
hamtramckcommunity.org.
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Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!

n Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

n Veneers & White 
Fillings

n Surgical Removal of
Wisdom Teeth

n Crowns & Bridges
n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, 
Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
Please Visit our Website
www.dentistsamibilani.com
for the Weekly Dental Nutrition Blog

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri
10am-7pm  
Wed, Sat 
10am-2pm

NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
(Zoom) Call 
for Details!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor

313-365-5191 • www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Sunday English Holy Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Soup Kitchen 2nd Sat. of the Month 2-4 p.m.
January 14 Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.

January 22 Christmas Dinner after 9:00 a.m. Mass
January 25 Feast of Conversion of Saint Paul, 

Apostle Mass 10:00 a.m.

Alignment
$3999

Winterize Your 
Car Now!

Radiator
Flush

$4999

Brake Pads

$4999Most
cars

$1999
Oil

ChangeStarting at

Fuel 
System Cleaning
Includes throttle, fuel injectors, fuel lines, intake & valves.

$9999

8926 Jos. Campau 
at Roosevelt

313-873-8484
Cell: 313-377-9188 • Fax: 313-873-0753

Domestic
Foreign

Most
cars

Most
cars

Most
cars

H Open Monday-Saturday 8am-6pm   H

We Offer FREE Drop Off & Pick Up Service!

The Concerned Women of 
Hamtramck and the 

Hamtramck Public Schools 
invite you to our annual
Martin Luther King Day

Breakfast.
It will be held on 

January 16, 9 a.m.,
at the Hamtramck High School    

Community Center on 
Charest near Caniff.

This year’s theme is “Yes I Can.” Hamtramck students
will perform and read their essays on this year’s theme.

There will also be a special presentation made by 
Superintendent Tom Niczay.

Tickets are $15 per person, or $120 for a table that seats eight.
To order tickets in advance, call Madelyn Porter at

(313) 310-3295. Tickets are also available at the door.

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

JANUARY 22 - TRIDENTINE MASS. FEBRUARY 5 - MASS - BLESS
THROATS, PRAY FOR THE SICK. FEBRUARY 19 - TRIDENTINE
MASS (LAST SUNDAY BEFORE LENT-PACZKI). MARCH 4 - MASS
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT - ASHES - GORKZIE SALE SUNG

CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 

OR JEAN 
(313) 664-0257

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL – HOUSING
COUNSELING SERVICES

The City of Hamtramck is soliciting qualifications from Pro-
fessional Housing Counseling Agencies/Firms for assis-
tance with prospective home buyers for properties that are
being redeveloped as part of the Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program 2 (NSP2) housing development initiative.  The
City of Hamtramck anticipates up to 39 homes to be
built/renovated with NSP2 funds and sold to eligible buy-
ers who have successfully completed 8-hours of housing
counseling.  The City of Hamtramck anticipates housing
counseling services will be needed for up to 150 individu-
als/households as a result of this RFP.  Please visit
www.hamtramckcity.com or call 313-588-6358 to obtain
the RFP in its entirety. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Monday, January 30, 2012
by 4 p.m.

SUBMIT TO: City of Hamtramck Clerk’s Office
Attn: Jason Friedmann
3401 Evaline
Hamtramck, MI 48212

By Alan R. Madeleine
Is Hamtramck still Michi-

gan’s “Little Poland”?
Or does it seem like it’s be-

coming “Asia West”? Or some
combination of both?
The raw data is a bit sketchy,

particularly with regard to
Hamtramck’s burgeoning
Bangladeshi population, ac-
cording to Piast Institute Direc-
tor Dr. Thaddeus “Ted”
Radzilowski, the noted local
ethnologist.
“They (the Bangladeshis)

prefer to classify themselves
as ‘Asian-Indian,’ typically, on
the census” said Radzilowski.
As such, the Asian population
comes in at 21.5 percent over-
all, or approximately 4,500
persons out of Hamtramck’s
total population of 22,423. 
The trick is, the way the cen-

sus is constructed, people of
Arabic descent fall under the
“white” designation, even
though their countries are in
Asia. Hamtramck has a sub-
stantial Chaldean population
(referring today, essentially, to

those Catholic former Iraqis),
and a growing Yemeni popula-
tion. 
The Polish population, mean-

while, currently stands at be-
tween 15 and 16 percent. At
the time of the 1990 census,
Radzilowski said, people who
claimed Polish heritage com-
prised 45 percent of Ham-
tramck’s population. 
By the 2000 census, how-

ever – despite Hamtramck hav-
ing an overall population
resurgence of about 4,600
people, for a whopping gain of
25 percent – the Polish popu-
lation had nearly halved, to 23
percent.
“It’s not that they’ve been

leaving,” Radzilowski ex-
plained. “Those who were
going to leave, for the most
part, got out 25 years ago. It’s
that the population is aging.
They’re dying off.”
In fact, he said, there has

been a slight uptick in the
number of younger Polish-her-
itage families moving back into
town, Radzilowski noted. 

Asked whether he felt the
population of Poles would
eventually dwindle down to
next-to nothing, he made an in-
teresting observation.
“There’s no reason (Ham-

tramck) wouldn’t remain a cen-
ter of  Polonia,” he said, “for
10, maybe 15 more years, at
least. That’s because they
have a presence here –
houses of worship, fraternal
halls, grocery and specialty
stores.”
He drew an analogy to the

Little Italy neighborhood in
south Manhattan, which, while
now absorbed geographically
into Chinatown, still retains its
separate, well-known identity.
By contrast the Albanians,

for example, moved through
Hamtramck relatively quickly,
and migrated up into Macomb
and Oakland counties where
they built their churches and
halls.
Radzilowski also mentioned

the growing African-American
populace, which, with 4,317
people tallied here in Ham-

town, puts them at about 19.1
percent.
He also said that, while

there are a few Serbs and
Croats here, the primary ethnic
group from the old Yugoslavian
breakup is the Bosnian Mus-
lim contingent, currently num-
bering about 2,000 persons
and gaining.
“They’ve built a number of

things here, now,” Radzilowski
said of the Bosnian faction. 
There may be fewer Polish

folks living here today, and
there might be some of you
who feel like the city just
wouldn’t be the same “without
being so Polish.”
But remember, even the

city’s name, which many as-
sume to be Polish, is in fact
not: rather, it comes from the
surname of an old French gen-
eral.
The point is, there’ll almost

certainly be a Hamtramck.
Even if the face it presents

to the world is always chang-
ing.

Hamtramck’s Census shows an
ever-changing face

Hamtramck crime prevention group 
invites residents to join



The city council met on Jan.
10 with only Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski absent. The meeting ran
for two hours.
Councilmember Abdul Algazali

took over chairing the meeting
until the council agreed on a
mayor pro tem to be the second
in charge of running meetings.
As it turned out, Algazali was

chosen, but it took a long time
before council came to that
agreement.
First things first, though. 
State Sen. Bert Johnson gave

a brief overview of the last year
in the state capital. He charac-
terized the year, at least for De-
mocrats, as being “rough.” He
also said cities took a “huge
hit” in cuts to state revenue
sharing.

Democratic lawmakers, he
said, “have been fighting that
mindset” to reduce financial aid
to cities, the low-income and
children.
“We saw a lot of folks put on

the chopping block,” he said.
He urged residents to “peti-

tion your government” and let
lawmakers know you are upset
with cuts to public services.
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don asked Johnson what the
plan is to help low-income cities.
Johnson said it’s likely that De-
troit will be taken over by an
emergency financial manager,
but he doubts the state has the
resources to take over many
cities in the state.
Instead, he said, it’s likely the

state will empower local govern-

ments to make the changes
they need to balance their budg-
ets.
“We’re in a quandary like

we’ve never seen before,” John-
son said of the challenges fac-
ing communities.
As for emergency financial

managers, Johnson pointed out
that no manager has been suc-
cessful in financially turning
around a community. He said
Highland Park has been under
the control of an EFM for several
years and is still not fiscally
sound.
He said those communities

that have turned around did so
because of local officials in
charge.
As for the possibility that he

will succeed in unseating John
Conyers in Congress, Johnson
said Hamtramck will always re-
main special to him.
“This is the most diverse re-

gion in the state,” he said.
From the public, Jon Bondra,

the vice president of the police
officers’ union, asked why the
council forced police officers to
pay thousands of dollars for
health insurance.
He urged the council to vote

“yes” in overturning the coun-
cil’s previous resolution forcing
officers to pay for a costly health
insurance program.
Later in the meeting the coun-

cil took up the issue. The vote
to rescind council’s previous
resolution failed in a 3-3 split
vote (Councilmembers Cathie
Gordon, Robert Zwolak and
Anam Miah voted in favor of
overturning the requirement).
Councilmember Zwolak said

that if he had been on council
when the vote was taken (on
Dec. 27), he would have voted
against forcing officers to pay
for practically all of their health
insurance.
He said it was unfair to force

this deal on only one group of
city employees, and that it was
the result of a “failure” to nego-

tiate.
“This is not going to work

when we have public safety at
stake,” Zwolak said.
Zwolak also said he is con-

cerned about public safety in
Hamtramck when there is a call
by some community activists for
civil disobedience in Detroit. He
said the city needs to go back
to the negotiation table with the
police officers.

(Editor’s note: Bob, stop being
an alarmist. This isn’t 1967. It
wasn’t a call for a riot to take
place.)
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski said the officers’
union has failed to make con-
cessions. He also pointed out
that officers made $500,000
from working overtime.

(Editor’s note: It was later
pointed out that much of that
overtime was earned on the
city’s traffic patrol program,
which also brought in $800,000
in fines.)
Jankowski says he has noth-

ing against officers, but noted
the union has “failed to act in
the best interests of the city.”
Councilmember Anam Miah

said the city can’t “burn one
department with a sledge ham-
mer.”

(Editor’s note: Warning, mixed
metaphor.)
He said the city had one

health plan that the officers’
union agreed to on the negoti-
ation table, but the city
abruptly pulled it away.
Miah said the city needs to

negotiate in good faith.
Councilmember Mohammed

Hassan said the city simply
doesn’t have money to cover
health insurance costs. He
said if the city continues to
spend money it doesn’t have it
will end up like Highland Park,
which he added can’t afford to
pay for street lights.
Councilmember Gordon said

there was a previous health in-
surance plan that the firefight-
ers also agreed to that would

have saved the city another
$200,000. 
“I question the motives here”

Gordon said in regard to some
of her colleagues who voted for
the more costly insurance plan.
Councilmember Jankowski

noted that the city’s hands are
tied because a new state law
puts a cap on how much the city
can contribute to public employ-
ees’ benefits.
He said if the officers’ health

insurance plan is rescinded, it
would mean the city is violating
state law, which he said could
lead to a loss of state revenue.
Mayor Pro Tem Algazali said

the council has to keep the city
financially solvent. He reminded
his colleagues they have to vote
for what’s in the best interest of
residents.
Times are tough, he noted,

and many people are out of
work.
The vote to rescind the coun-

cil’s resolution on the officers’
new health insurance plan failed
in a 3-3 split. Councilmembers
Miah, Zwolak and Gordon voted
in favor of rescinding the vote,
while Councilmembers Hassan,
Jankowski and Algazali voted
against it.

And now, back to how the
council came about to choose a
mayor pro tem. It wasn’t pretty,
but then again, very little in gov-
ernment is.
The selection process began

with Councilmember Jankowski,
who was nominated by Coun-
cilmember Hassan. Hassan
said of Jankowski: “I know he’s
very smart.”
And he’s “studious.”
Speaking on behalf of him-

self, Jankowski said he has 16
years experience in one position
or another in city government,
and that he has served for a va-
riety of officials.
“All in all, I’m familiar with how

things work,” Jankowski said.
Councilmember Zwolak said

that, because the mayor is fre-
quently busy with work or with
being president of the Michigan
Municipal League, the position
of mayor pro tem is important.
He said the councilmember se-
lected for this position has to be
ready “24/7” to fill in for the
mayor.
Zwolak said there are only two

councilmembers who can do
that. 

(Editor’s note: Presumably
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Continued on page 5

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and the highlights – as well as the

lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Come Down and Watch
The Football Playoffs on
Our Wide Screen TVs!
Drink Specials Red Wing Goals!

2012 Membership Dues are Due

Breakfast Resumes
Sunday, January 29th 9am-1pm

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every Fri & Sat Night 9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events
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Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~
Housing 

Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of 
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

hamtramck’s 
new sensation

MR. D
only at jean’s

 bar

Thursday • Jan
. 19th

Friday • Jan. 20
th

9pm-close
bring your voi

ce!    

Characters Always Welcome!

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

7/8/12



Your Invitation to the 
Finest Polish Restaurant In Town!

Hamtramck • 2934 Yemans • 313-873-8432

Great Food at a Good Price Beat the Winter Cold!

Try Our Variety Of Homemade
Soups: Chicken, Beet Borscht, 
Dill Pickle, Cabbage, Mushroom,

Barley, Duck Soup
Dine-in Only. With Coupon. Valid January 2012. 

No Entree Purchase Required.

99¢
ANY SIZE 
HOT SOUP!

Now working at Polonia Restaurant Genek, Former Chef at Under the Eagle
Restaurant. All food made at Polonia by Chef Danuta and Chef Genek.

Friday, January 13, 2012 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 5

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101
www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe
Office Manager:  Jean Ingenthron    Sales Manager:  Dave Sweet

Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta
This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

Review: Opinion Page

Is it fair to ask Hamtramck
police officers to bear the
brunt of their health insur-
ance?
Hamtramck is in a tight

space. According to a new
state law, pushed through by
a majority of Republican law-
makers, there is now a cap
on how much a city can
spend on public employee
health care costs and other
benefits.
The Hamtramck City Coun-

cil may have gone a little fur-
ther in passing on this cost
to police officers, or maybe
not, depending on who you
talk to. Long story made
short, the city council has
stuck to its guns in forcing
officers to pay a hefty price
for health insurance.
For family coverage it’s

close to $11,000 a year.
We’re going to sidetrack

for a moment here and point
out that Ferndale firefighters
agreed to a new health plan
that requires firefighters to
kick in $4,000 for family cov-
erage.
We don’t know what insur-

ance carrier that’s with, but
it would be wise for Ham-
tramck to investigate further.
Back to Hamtramck
Police officers here have

filed an injunction to tem-

porarily halt the latest health
plan, but there is no guaran-
tee they will successfully in-
terpret what the state law
specifically means.
What’s more pertinent in

this debate is whether the
city passed on a better plan
that would have been easier
on the wallet for officers,
and also produced a much
larger savings for the city.
It’s a complicated deal

that requires the firefighters
to re-open their contract, and
agree to climb on board with
the new insurance plan.
Technically, firefighters don’t
have to agree to anything
new because they have a
solid contract that runs
through 2014.
But, according to officials,

the firefighters seemed to
be leaning toward agreeing
to this new insurance plan,
even if it would mean digging
deeper in their pockets just
to help lower the cost for the
cops and city employees.
This is an all-around lousy

situation in the sense that
the state is forcing all com-
munities and public employ-
ees to make tough choices.
But it seems to us that if

the city can realize a bigger
savings with a health plan
that is kinder to cops, we

should go for it.
Instead, we are told that

the plan at work here is to
play hardball with officers in
order to extract more con-
cessions, such as lowering
the minimum staffing levels.
Folks, keep in mind these

are tough economic times
and the state – or at least
Republican lawmakers -- are
tightening the screws on
communities.
Remember that, come

next election time.
If the argument is to be

tough on health benefits to
get more concessions, we
have a solution. Let this con-
tract negotiation play out
until the point where pay-
days are at stake, and then
go to the state and ask for
the next step before an
emergency financial man-
ager can step in.
Under a new state law, the

state can grant local govern-
ments more leeway in forcing
contract concessions under
a special arrangement.
If the police unions still re-

fuse, well, let them deal with
the legal powers that emer-
gency financial managers
wield.
At least city officials can

say they tried to negotiate a
deal that’s fair to both sides.

City officials’ stance on police
health care doesn’t add up

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

Zwolak doesn’t think it’s
Jankowski.)
In the vote to appoint

Jankowski, the motion failed in
a 3-3 tie. Those in favor were:
Jankowski, Hassan and Al-
gazali. Those opposed were
Gordon, Miah and (surprise!)
Zwolak.
Next up was Councilmember

Gordon.
Speaking for herself, Gordon

said she’s not after a title, but
mentioned it is indeed about
being available for service.
Zwolak said Gordon indeed

has the time and the communi-
cation skills needed for the job.
Her nomination failed in an-

other 3-3 split vote, with those
voting in favor being: Miah,
Zwolak and Gordon. Those vot-
ing against were: Hassan,
Jankowski and Algazali.
Next.
Zwolak’s nomination was con-

sidered, with Zwolak speaking
for himself and basically saying

he has  (surprise!) all the qual-
ifications needed to do the job.
Gordon pointed out that

Zwolak has held a “litany” of
public service jobs for the city.
She also noted that Zwolak is a
lifelong resident (not quite true,
he lived out of state for a little
while driving a taxi).
And by lifelong resident, Gor-

don said, she meant that’s a
“long time Bob.” 

(Editor’s note: Hmmmm … is
Gordon suggesting Zwolak is,
you know, “old”?)
Hassan said that if Zwolak

has so much experience, why is
the city broke? He added that
having enough time to do the
job is not as important as being
able to balance the budget.
Zwolak’s nomination failed in

yet another 3-3 tie, with those
voting in favor being Miah,
Zwolak and Gordon. Those op-
posed were Jankowski, Algazali
and Hassan.
With that, Hassan nominated

Algazali. 
Zwolak asked Algazali to talk

about why he thinks he is qual-
ified for the job. Algazali said he
would “gladly” talk. He said he
has lived in the city all his life
and has no agenda other than
to “serve Hamtramck.”
Gordon pointedly asked Al-

gazali exactly how he has
served the city and what activi-
ties he has participated in.
Algazali called that question

a personal attack. Gordon said
Algazali is hardly available, has
not served on city commissions
and doesn’t know the rules of
conducting a meeting.
Jankowski said too much has

been made out over who has
the time to take on the job.
Algazali got the job, with

Miah, Algazali, Hassan and
Jankowski voting in favor, and
Zwolak and Gordon voting in op-
position.
Here’s to a successful 2012!

City Hall Insider …
Continued from page 4

City Hall Insider …
IN
Soul Food
OUT
Standard Clock food

IN
A plan to save Hamtramck’s

Catholic churches from clos-
ing.
OUT
Actual parishioners.

IN
A new county jail in down-

town Detroit that will save tax-
payers millions of dollars.
OUT
Sixty million bucks —

wasted to construct a county
jail in Hamtramck just 21
years ago.

IN
A new health plan for cops.

OUT
A new health plan that cops

can actually afford.

IN
A new, modern look for the

old Shoppers World building.
OUT
Over-the-top opposition to a

new, modern look for Shop-
pers World. Or maybe not.

Well, that’s it for this year,
unless you, dear readers,
have some suggestions for
what’s in and out. If you do
have something to add,
call us at (313) 874-2100
or better yet, e-mail us at
news@thehamtramckre-
view.com.

What’s ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ for the
year? Read on Continued from front page

Calling for volunteers …
Students, here’s a great
way to spend MLK Day this
coming Monday: Volunteer-
ing to put together school
snack kits at Friendship
House, 9540 Conant,
starting at noon.
The kits will be distrib-

uted to students at Friend-
ship House (on Jan. 19,
20, 23 and 24) and
Kosciuszko Middle School
and Hamtramck High
School (Jan. 19-20).
The Hamtramck Drug

Free Coalition is also help-

ing organize the event as a
way to reinforce good nutri-
tion among students.
Organizers hope to get at

least 25 volunteers to cre-
ate 500 snack kits.

SOUP’s on … Hey you cre-
ative types, it’s time once
again to put your thinking
caps on and get together
for Diverse(SOUP)City at
Maria’s Comida at 11411
Jos. Campau on Jan. 22,
starting at 6 p.m.
For $7, you get to sample

some great soup and hear

about community-based
projects that require fund-
ing.
At the end of the presen-

tations, diners vote on who
gets to keep the evening’s
proceeds in order to help
jump-start their project.
It’s a nifty opportunity to

meet people and exchange
ideas.
Have a project you want

to submit? Call (313) 733-
8406 or email them at di-
versesoupcity@gmail.com.

After spending $60 million in
taxpayers’ money on Ham-
tramck’s county jail, the
county is mothballing it to
build a new jail downtown.
Maybe the first “visitors” of
the downtown jail will be
some county executives, eh?



player, a Gateway computer
and two flat screen TVs.
• At 7:08 p.m., a man re-

ported that his 1995 Toyota
had all the windows broken
out of it while he was
parked outside the New
Dodge Bar at 8850 Jos.
Campau, and he was inside
the bar from approximately
6 to 7 p.m.  He stated that
he believed his girlfriend
was responsible for the
damage.
From Monday, Jan. 2:
• At 11:29 p.m. on Sun-

day night, a juvenile male
was arrested after his
mother reported that he as-
saulted her in their home on
Oklahoma.
• At 12:17 p.m., a man re-

ported being assaulted by
three other men while walk-
ing on Danforth. He was
transported by Hamtramck
EMS to Detroit Receiving
Hospital.
• At 12:36 p.m., a woman

was arrested after being
asked to leave New Dodge
Bar at 8850 Jos. Campau,
and refusing to do so.

• During police day shift,
an employee of the Carpen-
ter Pharmacy reported the
malicious destruction of
property of a window on the
building.
• Officers responding to a

panic alarm at a McDougall
street residence were in-
formed of a domestic as-
sault. The suspect was
gone from the area by that
time.
• A juvenile was arrested

for attempting to tackle po-
lice officers investigating a
disturbance on Jacob St.
• At 1:54 p.m., a woman

on the 3800 block of Ye-
mans reported that some-
one broke into her home
sometime between the day
before and the time of the
report. Nothing appeared to
have been taken.
• At 2:21 p.m., a woman

reported that her home on
the 9400 block of Charest
had been broken into by way
of a rear window. Among the
items missing were a gold
necklace, two gold rings, an
Xbox 360 and 15 games for

it, and $500 cash.
• At 2:55 p.m., officers re-

sponded to Dr. Harris Med-
ical and Dental clinic at
8721 Jos. Campau about a
man bleeding and possibly
shot. The man stated that
he had been stabbed, but
“did not know where, or who
did it.” Once at the hospital,
he confessed that he had
cut himself while punching
out a window.
• At 3:15 p.m., a man re-

ported that his Green
Iguana bicycle was stolen
from in front of the Polish
Village Café at 2990 Ye-
mans.

Tuesday, Jan. 3:
• At 4:20 p.m., a man re-

ported that his home in the
5000 block of Evaline had
been broken into on Dec.
31, three days earlier, be-
tween 4:30 p.m. and 11:00
p.m.  Among the items he
claimed missing were his
Driver’s License, his green
card, his Social Security
card, and $500 cash.
• At 4:46 p.m., a woman,

accompanied by a female
companion, came to the po-
lice station to report that
her husband had been as-
saulting her, dating back to
early March of last year.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank owned
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
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A HUD Certified Agent

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

Building/Warehouse For Sale • $84,900
2728 Edwin St. - Land contract available.

Residential Lot for Sale • 9407 Mitchell
Bar For Sale • $148,000

Includes everything. 9735 Conant, Bar in turn-key operation. 
Excellent location. Asking $148,000 Includes liquor license.

Century 21
Town & Country
Single Family Homes
12134 Charest - $13,900NEW PRICE!
9632 Dequindre - $18,500

Macomb Township:
17381 Beacham - $136,040 

Warren:
30010 Warner - $99,900 - NEW
PRICE!

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

leanneconger@gmail.com
WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM

Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on
these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

11708 Klinger
New Price!

$54,900
Multi-Family Homes:
3333 Holbrook - $67,900 NEW PRICE!
4-2 bedroom units. Land Contract available 

2276 Evaline - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
11429 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
Single Family Homes
11430 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
2412 Pulaski - $39,900 PENDING!
11708 Klinger - $54,900 NEW PRICE!
11750 Sobieski - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
11508 Nagel - $7,800 NEW PRICE!
247 Chalmers - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
9801 Dequindre - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
4499 Sobieski - $18,900 NEW PRICE!
9515 Conant - $9,900 SOLD!
Rooming House
9316 Dubois - $79,900 NEW!
Royal Oak:
2824 Ardmore - $49,900 SOLD!
2931 Rochester Rd. $119,900 

Almont 
307 Cherry - $39,900 PENDING!
553 Johnson - $34,900 PENDING!
Detroit
3849 Gaylord - $14,900 NEW!
Dryden
5051 Country Squire - $42,570 PENDING!
Harper Woods
18556 Elkhart - $15,500 SOLD!
Highland Park
20171 Derby - $12,900 NEW PRICE!
Hazel Park
1001 Woodward Hgts. - $29,900 PENDING!
Warren
11003 Ford Ave. - $29,900 NEW! Short sale
32675 Shawn - $60,000 PENDING!
Washington Twp.
7335 Smale - $94,900 NEW!
Upcoming Listings
41365 Clair Pointe, Harrison Twp.
5383 Timberwick, Dryden
45215 Sterrit, Utica

Diamond
Realty & Associates

Office (810) 375-2500
Cell (586) 214-4663

Get your Hamtramck 
t-shirt for yourself or your 
favorite Hamtramckan (or 
Hamtramckan-wanna-be)
just in time for Christmas! 

Sizes S, M, L or XL. 

50% FROM THE SALE OF 
EACH T-SHIRT WILL BENEFIT
THE FRIENDSHIP HOUSE.Only

$15 each

Additional donations will be forwarded
to Friendship House. Available for pur-
chase exclusively at The Review office. 
(Shipping available for an add’l $5.)

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

20%
OFF
Any Service 
Over $1,000

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FREE
Consultation 

& Exam
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Multi-
Languages 
Spoken!

FREE
Teeth Whitening

Syringes
With your take-home

bleaching set.
New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FinancingAvailable

Voted
#1

Dentist!

— Welcoming All New Patients —

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, November 13, 2009

Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

2344 Pulaski 
Hamtramck

3BR, Basement, 
2-Car Garage.
$25,900

11622 Hovey 
Warren

3 BR Brick Ranch,
Finished Basement,
2-Car Garage.
$59,900

4511 Sobieski
Detroit

Two-Family Bungalow,
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Basement, Garage.

$21,000

Continued from page 2

Coming events
JANUARY  14, Sat., 2-4 p.m. – Monthly soup kitchen at
Holy Cross Parish, in the church hall at Pulaski and Flem-
ing. All are welcome.

JANUARY 25, Wed., noon – The Daughters of Isabella Mys-
tical Rose Circle 736 will hold a card party, featuring raf-
fles, share the wealth and lunch, at the Queen of Apostles
Activity Center, entrance on Harold. Admission is $7.
There is fenced-in parking. Weather permitting.

Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!



Hamtramck lower 2 br. flat,
stove, refrigerator, washer,
$500/mo., + security dep.,
Sect. 8 ok, references req.,
available Feb. 1, 313-801-
4001. 1/20

Hamtramck upper 3 br. flat,
appliances included, washer
+ dryer also, Sect. 8 ok,
$525/mo. + security dep.,
references req., 313-801-
4001.1/20

Upper 2br. on Norwalk be-
tween Conant & Gallagher,
close to Dickinson East,
313-972-5395. 1/20

Hamtramck upper, 1 br., with
living + dining rm., kitchen,
new windows, carpet, utili-
ties included, no pets.  734-
771-2028. 2/3

Lower 2 br. on Lehman St.,
living rm. + kitchen, sepa-
rate utilities, washer + dryer,
furniture available, new win-
dows and doors, $420/mo.,
586-873-8510. 1/20

2 br., Detroit/Hamtramck
area, large living rm., individ-
ual gas and appliances,
$600/mo plus security.
248-894-0131. 1/20

2 br. lower, $575/mo., $575
deposit. Heat included only,
adults only pref., no pets, no
smokers, proof of income,
references. Leave message
313-874-1442. 2/3

Hamtramck 2 br., upper,
11366 Gallagher, carpeted,
very clean, appliances + full
basement, washer/dryer,
new furnace, $480/mo.,
$480 dep., no pets.  586-
604-0029. 1/27

Nice apt., 2 br. upper, in
Hamtramck.  $525/mo. +
security deposit. 313-268-
7420. 1/27

Open House Sun., Jan. 8 &
15, 1 to 3 p.m., upper 2 br.,
3226 Evaline, no more than
two people, no pets, 586-
264-0493. 1/13

Hamtramck, 2646 Holmes,
rear apt., 2 br., stove, fridge,
water included, 313-365-
9005, 313-365-8002, 313-
287-4725.  1/20

1 br. in Hamtramck, all utili-
ties included, no pets, 586-
438-9999. 1/20

9721 Dequindre, 1 br.
upper, living room, kitchen,
clean, separate entrance, no
pets, $300/mo. + 1 mo. se-
curity, tenant pays all utili-
ties.  313-729-7760.  1/13

2 large br. lower, heart of
Hamtramck, 9441 Charest,
good neighborhood bet. Hol-
brook and Evaline. Nice and
clean, large kitchen, large re-
modeled ceramic tile bath-
room, full basement,
garage, stove & fridge, $625
with heat & water plus secu-
rity or $500 w/o heat &
water. 586-806-4886 p.m.,
or 586-285-1865 a.m.  1/20

Beautifully remodeled 2 Br.
upper, security deposit, Sec-
tion 8 ok, credit check,
$495/mo.  Beautifully remod-
eled 1 Br. upper, $350/mo.
313-590-1000.  1/13 

Separate entrance, close to
downtown Hamtramck,
$60/week.  Call 313-522-
5145 after 5 p.m. 3/2

Hamtramck, furnished, pri-
vate kitchenette and bath,
$300/mo. + utilities.  Single
person only, no pets.  586-
864-4539. 1/13

13645 Justine, 6 Mile and
Davison.  3 Br., back porch,
no basement.  $475/mo,
$500 security deposit,  you
pay all utilities 586-925-
2037. 1/27

2 br., living rm., dining rm.,
basement, $450/mo., 586-
360-1029.  1/13

6192 Selkirk, 4 br., 2.5
bath, big lot, completely re-
modeled, close to Miller
Mosque.  Asking $45,000
or best offer.  586-873-
6783. 1/13

3259 Lehman, Hamtramck,
2 br. upper, land contract.
586-354-5343 or 586-344-
4443. 1/13

Hamtramck, 2 family house,
5 br., full basement, off-
street parking, good roof
and foundation, needs sub-
stantial work, $1,500 or
best offer, contact Home
Vantage, 248-701-3898. 2/3

Taking offers on two-family flat
on Commor between Mackay
and Jos. Campau. Home
needs renovation, call for de-
tails, 313-443-0093. 1/13

Commercial building/office,
3000 sq. ft., LC terms, on Can-
iff near post office, $88,000.
586-904-6845.  1/13

Well established restaurant,
Detroit, for sale by owner.
Great family business,
breakfast-lunch, building +
business. Call Louie for
more details at 586-530-
6772. 1/27
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HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING
FREE ESTIMATES

Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

ROOFING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

SIDING

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds
11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

BUILDERS AND REMODELING

Father and Sons, Honest and Dependable.
Small or Large Jobs. 

Painting • Plaster Repair • Carpentry • Electric • Plumbing 
Landscaping • Moving/Hauling • Power Washing

— FOR FREE ESTIMATE —
Call Chris 313.408.1166

We also
speak
Polish!

Licensed
Insured

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  
State License #8106883

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

ROOM 
FOR RENT

Your Ad
Here!
(313) 

874-2100

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100

HELP WANTED

1/6/12
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/8
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12/30/11

6/14/12
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/1
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/1
2

8
/5
/1
1

7
/1
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2

Deadline for 
classifieds for
next week is
Thursday at

Noon
$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

Call  (313) 874-2100
to place your ad

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
VACANCIES AVAILABLE:
• 3 bedroom flats starting at $500
— JANUARY SPECIAL —

• 2 bedroom flats starting at $425
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

PAINTING

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY OWNER

8/31/12

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING FOR SALE

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100

Hamtramckrentals.com 

Two electric dryers
for sale, 1 Whirlpool,
1 Kenmore, very good
condition, $75 each,
can deliver for free.

Call Julie 
313 570-4242  

10
/2
8/
20
12
 

Classifieds

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

FOR
RENT

Lower studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist:

2 bedrooms, includes new 
appliances, renovated throughout,
$550/mo., 1-1/2 month sec. dep.

Residential Lot For Sale
9407 Mitchell

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

HOUSE FOR SALE
OR LEASE

Block Club Corner …
3C7 Block Club Meeting
When: Second Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m. – 8

p.m.
Where: People’s Senior Center, 2339 Caniff St. 
For: residents that live between Caniff and Carpenter

and between Jos. Campau and I-75

Hamtramck Heights Neighborhood Association (4Cs
Block Club) Meeting 
When: First Thursday of every month, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Where: Hamtramck Community Center (11350 Charest

St.) 
For: residents that live between Caniff and Carpenter

and between Conant and Jos. Campau

East Side Block Club Meeting
When: Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Where: Our Lady Queen of Apostles Activity Center 
For: residents that live East of Conant. 

Midtown Block Club Meeting 
When: Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Where: St Florian 2626 Poland Street
For: residents that live between Caniff and Holbrook and

between Jos. Campau and I-75.

Senior Plaza Block Club Meeting
When: Fourth Monday of every month, 4-5 p.m.
Where: 2620 Holbrook St 
For: Residents of the Hamtramck Senior Plaza

For more information about Hamtramck’s network of
block clubs, go online to:  HYPERLINK "http://www.ham-
tramckblockclubs.com" www.hamtramckblockclubs.com

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

Handyman wanted for sid-
ing, tile, drywall, locks,
doors. Call Palo 248-659-
2278. 

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100



By Charles Sercombe
Here’s a round-up of the lat-

est happenings in our schools.
A new year, and a new –

sort of – school board.
There are two new mem-

bers to the board, Magdalena
Srodek and Nasr Hussain.
At Wednesday’s school

board meeting the first order
of business was appointing
which members would serve
as officers of the board. 
No drum roll is necessary.

Serving as Board President is
Elizabeth Zwolak, Vice Presi-
dent is Yvonne Myrick, Treas-
urer is Titus Walters and
Secretary is Hedy Shulgon.
In regular business, eight

basketball aides and two soc-
cer aides were hired for the
Recreation Department.
Also, a paraprofessional

was hired, and Steve Shaya
submitted his resignation for
the Recreation Commission.
Know anyone who wants to

serve on the Recreation Com-
mission? The school district
is asking for candidates and
is taking names.
Sex was on the mind of the

board. Kidding. But the sub-
ject of sex education certainly
was. According to Eva Kliko-
vac, the district is about to
expand its sex education pro-
gram to deal with teen preg-
nancy.
Klikovac said the district

has not taken a complete
survey of students, but it ap-
pears sex is on the mind of a
lot of students.
“They think everybody’s

doing it,” said Klikovac.
Well, to set the record

straight on the consequences
of teen sex, the district has
set up a 10-week program at
the high school that will ex-
plain about birth control, in-
cluding just saying no
(abstinence) and safe sex
methods, as well as the risks
of unprotected sex (diseases
of all sorts and pregnancy).
It should be noted that all

districts are required to pro-
vide HIV education, and that
the district does have a sex

education program in place.
And it should be further
noted that parents can have
their children excused from
some aspects of this educa-
tion program.
Yes, we know, it’s not easy

being a parent.
There’s a new Parent

Teacher Association in town,
but the specifics of it are a lit-
tle fuzzy at this point. Several
members of the group at-
tended the meeting, and said
it’s a group of about 50 par-
ents from Hamtramck and
Detroit.

The group has representa-
tives in the public schools
here, as well as in the charter
schools. The group is still in
the forming stage. If you want
to find out more, call Fateh
Obaid at (313) 213-4139.
The Review will also have

more information on the
group and how to join in next
week’s issue (sorry, we just
found out about it shortly be-
fore press time).
We’ll have more in the com-

ing weeks. Until then, keep
up-to-date on school happen-
ings here in The Review.

8 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, January 13, 2012

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:30pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 

313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an ad today.
Call 

(313) 874-2100
Hours:

Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Thin Crust $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Square Deep Dish $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00SP

EC
IA
LT
Y 
PI
ZZ

ASLarge
Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$600$600

11608 Conant 
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

11608 Conant
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

NEW!
Lamb Gyro
$299

NEW!
Philly Steak Sub
$449

What’s for dinner tonight?

ALL DAY • EVERY DAY SPECIALS

8” Sub
Fries & Drink

$500

2 All Beef
Coney Islands
Fries & Drink

$400

FREE
Wi-fi

Cheese add 50¢
Bacon add $1.00

FREE
Wi-fi

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

— ALL CARRYOUT 10% OFF —

Taco Tuesdays
Hard or Soft Tacos

$100

Burger 
Fries & Drink

$500

RESTAURANT
Formerly The Clock

11444 Jos. Campau • 313-366-2244

LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
11am-2pm

5 Whole Wings Fries & Pop
$599

Gyro & Baby Greek Salad
$599

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS 

Mon-Fri 6-11am
2 Pieces of Meat & 2 Eggs

$199
Skillet Breakfast - Make your 

own omelette a skillet
$399

Senior 
Discount
10%

Open 24 Hours -
7 Days a Week!

Monday-Tuesday

CONEYS

99¢
SOUL FOOD
Meat, 2 Sides & 

Piece of Cornbread

$1095
Private Party 
Room Available

NOW 
OPEN!

Saganaki

Mon-Wed
Buy One SOUL
FOOD Meal &
Get One SOUL
FOOD Meal
FREE!!

Limited time offer.

FREE
Wi-Fi

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

When it comes to good food
and great times, Hamtramck
has plenty to offer. In this col-
umn, we’ll talk about what’s
happening at our bars, restau-
rants and other events that can
be found throughout the city.

By Alan R. Madeleine
George Cvetanovski

must be lucky, or else
have great genes.
Or, he’s a testament to

the healthful powers of
soccer playing and Mace-
donian beer.
Cvetanovski, a first-gen-

eration Macedonian Amer-
ican and the sole owner
and operator of the 7
Brothers Bar for almost
35 years now, celebrated
a milestone birthday this
past Friday, in a bar filled
with his loyal subjects: Ac-
tors, and others, from
Hamtramck’s arts commu-
nity.
His energy level

matched those around
him well, these other 100
or so folks that came and
went, whose average age
probably hovered around 30 –
young enough to be his grand-
children (this reporter ex-
cepted). For although George
Cvetanovski was turning 80
on this night, he surely didn’t
look much over about 65.
The jukebox blared as per

usual, and folks tried to
squeeze in a game of darts

amid the crowd. The many,
many actor headshot photos
that line the wall here – yours
truly’s among them – seemed
to stare down in approval at
the melee below. 
Actress and comedienne

Jaime Moyer, still back visit-
ing here from her L.A. trans-

plant, worked the bar as in
the old days, and a slew of
faces familiar to the town’s
theater community spilled out
on the sidewalk to smoke,
noshed on some food, or
chatted loudly in pairs or
small groups.
Among those who would be

familiar to the avid Detroit
theatergoer were Dawn Ras-
nick, Lauren Bickers, Jill Dion,

Dave Davies, Peter Prouty,
Brian Papandrea, Amy Probst,
Brian Spangler, James Mio,
Dyan Bailey, Molly McMahon,
Planet Ant Artistic Director
Inga Wilson, Phil Bolden and
Robin from the Hastings
Street Ballroom.
Cvetanovski’s bar is an old-
time watering hole. Al-
though there are grills,
no food is cooked here.
Even tonight, the food
comes from Jet’s Pizza
and elsewhere.  But
there are the aforemen-
tioned darts, and there
is pool, and there is
above all that outstand-
ing jukebox.
And there is George.

Lean and wiry, he almost
looks like he could still
get back out there on the
footie pitch and swat
away a few “benders.”
But, for now, he’s

seemingly in his glory –
tending bar, not goal, at
his self-modeled “Home
of all Arts.”

Do you know of a cool bar, a
great restaurant or just a
nice place to hang out? If you
have tips on special events or
just want to shine some light
on your favorite spot send a
message to news@theham-
tramckreview.com or call us
at (313) 874-2100.

Well, yeah, he looks good - it’s an old
photo!


