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Monday (Jan. 17) is
Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, and once again The
Concerned Women of
Hamtramck will sponsor
their Prayer Breakfast in
honor of the civil rights
hero.
The breakfast will be at

the Hamtramck High
School Community Cen-
ter, at 11350 Charest,
and goes from 9 to 11
a.m. Admission is $15
for adults and $5 for chil-
dren.

Source: Hamtramck Historical Commission
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This week
in history

11650 Jos. Campau 
Hamtramck

(313) 368-0500
Mon-Sat. 6am-11:30pm

Daily Lunch & 
Dinner Specials

• In 1920, John Dodge,
one of two brothers who
created the famed auto
line and were responsible
for building Hamtramck’s
top employer the Dodge
Main plant, died.

• Can’t Hamtramck and
Detroit ever get along?
Back in 1874, the two mu-
nicipalities battled it out
over Detroit’s attempt to
do a land grab in Ham-
tramck.

• It’s 1942 and World
War II is only going so-so
for the Allies. To whip up
national spirit, a massive
defense rally was held at
Hamtramck High School.

Continued on page 4

WISHING ROD STEWART
A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

www.DannyDLive.com

WISHING ROD STEWART
A HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

www.DannyDLive.com

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages
The Review's official Yellow Pages for Hamtramck is about to hit the streets. It includes the phone numbers of residents and businesses. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your message delivered to every household and business in Hamtramck and 
now including the northeast corner of Detroit.

Call 313-874-2100 for more details.
Great advertising rates and a great

way to promote your business!

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages

Call 313-874-2100

For now, state
loan is rejected
By Charles Sercombe
It looks like Hamtramck will

head straight into being broke by
March.
Four City Councilmembers

formed a majority vote to reject
applying for a $2.5 million state
loan. The loan would have kept
the city financially afloat until
2012, but now without the loan
the city will simply run out of
money within the next two
months.
A lengthy and heated debate

took place at Tuesday’s City
Council meeting. Despite pas-
sionate pleas by Mayor Karen
Majewski and Councilmember
Catrina Stackpoole to save the
city and apply for the loan, the
loan was shot down by Coun-
cilmembers Cathie Gordon, Kazi
Miah, Tom Jankowski and Mo-
hammed Hassan.
On top of heading into payless

paydays, Hamtramck faces a
$3.5 million deficit. A few weeks
ago, City Manager Bill Cooper
took the bold and unheard of
step to ask permission from the
state to file for bankruptcy pro-
tection.
State Treasury officials re-

jected the proposal, saying state
law requires the city to first be

City still
fighting to
keep Kowalski
By Charles Sercombe
There’s been little new devel-

opment since last week’s media
frenzy over the Kowalski
Sausage Co. thinking of moving
out of Hamtramck.
The company became the

focus of massive media cover-
age after recently receiving a
zoning change to make way for a
possible relo-
cation at a va-
cant Sam’s
Club in Madi-
son Heights.
Hamtramck

city officials
say they have
met with the
company to
find out how it
could be per-
suaded to re-
main here.
The upshot is
that Kowalski needs a huge
warehouse space to consolidate
its business and expand.

By Ian Perrotta
By now you’ve probably seen it

on TV or heard about it from
someone else, but that doesn’t
mean last Thursday’s (Jan. 6)
Town Hall meeting is old news –
the reverberations can still be
felt a week later.
The meeting, which was held

at People’s Community Services
on Joseph Campau, was widely
attended by residents, city per-
sonnel and other curious onlook-
ers, as well as about a
half-dozen media outlets. Organ-
ized by City Councilmember Kazi
Miah and promoted by a group of
residents who braved the ele-
ments to go door-to-door to
spread the word, the number of
assembled public easily sur-
passed the 165-person occupa-
tion limit of the PCS gym.
“When I ran for office I didn’t

promise the people anything
other than that for any decision
we (the council) make, I’ll get the
people involved,” Miah said. “I
felt like that with the way the sit-
uation in the city is now, we
needed to have a meeting at
someplace other than at City
Hall and give residents a chance
to be heard.”  
Mayor Karen Majewski started

things off with a brief overview of
the city’s history, providing a con-
text from which City Manager Bill
Cooper could extrapolate upon
further.  Stating that Ham-
tramck’s history has often been
“punctuated by periods of strug-
gle and sometimes by very public
drama,” she also noted that “the
fate of our little city has risen

and fallen and risen again in cy-
cles,” offering examples like the
Great Depression, when Ham-
tramck’s unemployment rate
was over 50 percent and the city
had to issue its own currency to
keep things running.
Majewski also said that under-

funded police and fire pensions
were a “fundamental structural
deficiency that was adding to our
debt and silently undermining
our stability” throughout the
city’s history, noting that the
issue continues to be a problem
for both Hamtramck and the rest
of the country. In 1970, this led
to a $400,000 budget shortfall
and over $31 million in debt —
including $28 million in un-
funded pension obligations —
which caused the Michigan
Deputy Treasurer to declare, “I
have never seen a city in the
state of Michigan in such a mess
as Hamtramck.”
After touching on the hard-

ships caused by the closing of
the Dodge Main Plant, Majewski
brought the story into the 21st
century by mentioning the period
the city was in receivership
under the guidance of state-ap-
pointed Emergency Financial
Manager Louis Schimmel. Rec-
ognizing that “Schimmel’s meas-
ures and methods are still the
subject of debate,” she also
stated that “he certainly insti-
tuted changes that would not
have been accomplished at that
time by any other means.”
Ending her speech, Majewski

Town Hall meeting lays it on the table,
but for some the writing is on the wall

Continued on page 6

By Ian Perrotta
“I’m not willing to pay any

more taxes.” – Former City Coun-
cilmember Dr. Abdul Algazali, as
he denounced the council and
accused them of not making nec-
essary cuts and not saving
money for a rainy day.
“These are the people who run

the city. You work for us.” – Bill
Meyer, Executive Director of the
new group OneHamtramck LLC,
to the council, as he motioned to
those sitting in the audience.
“When I heard the request to

skirt state law and request bank-
ruptcy instead of first suggesting
an emergency financial manager,
honestly, I thought it was really

arrogant and I was surprised and
upset about that.”  – A still-visibly
upset Eric Burkman, community
activist, as he denounced the
policies of those in charge.
“The city of Hamtramck has

not had a sprinkler system for
about 100 years until now, and
now you want us to pay more
taxes?” – Former City Coun-
cilmember Kathy Kristy, on ways
that the city has apparently mis-
used discretionary money.
“I’ve recorded lots and lots of

code violations to you and
you’ve ignored me. You stopped
returning my e-mails and I think
you’re liars and I don’t trust that
you’re listening to any of us for

anything.”  — Ramsey Hussain,
irate with the fact that he has in-
vested his life savings in his
house and the city has “crapped
on it for the last five years” by al-
legedly failing to enforce building
codes at other structures.
“We sued the city to protect

the rights of the bad guys we
had to lock up. There was no
bathroom. There was no running
water. I used to go to my locker
at work and have to jump over a
puddle of urine.” – Police Officer
Walter Tripp, explaining the rea-
soning behind one of the depart-
ment’s lawsuits against the city.
He also noted that it was the de-
partment’s drug fund that pur-

chased new sprinklers for City
Hall.
“Mr. Cooper, you’ve done a dis-

service to our city by going out
and telling the national media
that we need to file for bank-
ruptcy.” – Local resident Tim
Hanks, on what he believes are
the ramifications of Cooper’s let-
ter to the state.
“I want to know why is our

overpaid and undereducated
lawyer James Allen not here?”  –
A soon-to-be corrected Tywla
Meyer, who was quickly alerted
by shouts from people in the
crowd that the man in question
was in the back of the gym.

What they had to say at the Town Hall meeting 

Continued on page 8

At last Thursday’s Town Hall meeting, Hamtramck residents spoke
out on the possibility of the city applying for a state loan or filing
for bankruptcy to help solve the city’s financial problem.



By Charles Sercombe
The City Council met on Jan.

11 with all members in atten-
dance. The meeting lasted for
over an hour-and-a-half.
We’re telling you folks, as the

city’s financial crisis continues to
fester, these meetings are getting
pretty intense. The majority of the
meeting focused on a debate
over whether to apply for a $2.5
million state loan in order for the
city to avoid payless paydays.
But before we get to that por-

tion of the meeting, let’s recap
what happened during the mo-
ments leading up to that discus-
sion.
Chris Sexon, the publisher of

the Metro Times, asked to have
$5,000 worth of the city’s bus
credits for the SMART system set
aside for the upcoming Ham-
tramck Blowout, a music festival
that the MT sponsors here in
Hamtramck.
The bus credits allows the MT

to offer free shuttle service for
festivalgoers
The city has been agreeable to

setting aside this bus credit for
the past few years, and this year
was no exception. The music
event occurs during the first
weekend of March in about 20
bars and halls and odd spots
throughout town. Sexon said
some 7,000 music lovers visit
the town during the three-day
music fest.
We’re not sure what that atten-

dance figure referred to, because
it’s at least 7,000 people a night
who visit the city.
Note to local restaurants: you

might want to stock up and ex-
tend your hours. These music
kids can get hungry after a night
of beer swilling and hair twirling.
We could make a pot joke here,

but since the good folks at Pa-
tient Caregivers Connection Asso-
ciation really are sincere in what
they talk about, we won’t trivialize
a very real issue of the day: med-
ical marijuana, and the public’s
right to use it for prescribed pur-
poses.
Greg Pawloski calls himself a

patient advocate, and he noted
that Hamtramck is about to take
a historic turn. 
(Editor’s note: ever notice when

you do a computer spell-check you
get, well, unintentionally funny
suggestions for spellings? For ex-
ample, take the name Pawloski.
One suggestion is the word “pad-
lock” -- yeah as in law enforce-
ment has been “padlocking”
marijuana clubs in recent months.
Sorry, we couldn’t resist. And heck,
for you rabid right-wingers, the
name “Pelosi” is also suggested
for Pawloski.)
The city has a moratorium on

allowing marijuana growing facili-
ties to operate.

But in the meantime, the city
council is also looking at adopt-
ing a zoning law that would regu-
late where growing facilities can
operate.
While Pawloski praised city of-

ficials for taking a step toward
welcoming medical marijuana to
be grown here, he noted the
city’s proposed law could use
some “tweaking.”
Namely, he suggested allowing

places to open where patients
can partake in the weed. Why the
need of a public house for med-
ical marijuana patients to ingest
pot?
Pawloski said some patients

need a place to use the drug,
away from children in their house,
or perhaps avoid smoke odors
from wafting into the houses of
neighbors.
These private clubs, so to

speak, would be “safe havens.”
So, Pawloski urged the council

to withdraw its current proposed
law and study one that was
drafted by an attorney from the
marijuana advocate organization,
NORML (National Organization for
the Reform of Marijuana Laws.
Check out its webpage, Willie Nel-
son is right there. Can’t get more
authentic than that.)
OK, let’s take a deep breath, in-

hale. Ahhhhhh.
From the public, former city of-

ficial Robert Zwolak took to the
lectern. He said that before the
council voted on whether to apply
for a state loan to keep the city
from going broke, there ought to
be an “honest public debate” on
the matter.
(Editor’s note: Bob, there was a

town hall meeting on the subject
just days before this council meet-
ing where the public indeed was
allowed to express their view on
the subject. Ah, was that not “hon-
est” enough for you?)
He also noted that the minutes

of a previous meeting should
have noted that Councilmember
Mohammed Hassan announced
that he is donating his council
salary back to the city. Zwolak
also said that Mike Wilk has been
working for free as city treasurer.
(Editor’s note: Mike Wilk was

dismissed a few months ago as
treasurer by the city manager.
Those duties were transferred to
another employee in the Finance
Department. No reason for the

shift in duties has been given.)
Former Human Relations Com-

mission member Bill Meyer of-
fered some advice on how to run
a city. He said that, speaking as
a former businessman, the city
needs to live within its means,
avoid borrowing money and don’t
go into debt.
He also said the city needs to

figure out new revenue sources.
And on that note, the council

then dived into the issue of
whether to apply for a state emer-
gency loan worth $2.5 million.
The loan deal would require the
city to pay it back within 20 years
at an interest rate of .075 per-
cent, or to say in another way,
less than 1 percent per year.
City Manager Bill Cooper said

this is the best loan deal the
state offered. Other offers would
require the city to repay the loan
within 12 months at an interest
rate of 4 to 6 percent.
One such loan offer was a loan

against next year’s state tax rev-
enue payments, which Cooper
characterized as going to a check
cashing place, only to dig the city
deeper and deeper into debt.
The 20-year loan deal, he said,

would allow the city repay the
loan at any time.
(Let’s pause for a moment.

What comes next is lengthy and
brutal. For you medical marijuana
patients out there, take a moment
and light up and inhale – it’s no
time to go Clinton on us. For non-
certified patients, go crack open a
beer or pour a stiff cocktail. Joan
Barrios, we know you’re reading
this, go get another cup of Joe
over there at Café 1923. … OK,
everyone ready?)
Councilmember Tom Jankowski

said he is dissatisfied with the
deficit reduction plan submitted
by City Manager Cooper. He said
the plan should include what to
do when part of the GM Poletown
plant revenue agreement expires
with Detroit, and the city will re-
ceive about half less than it does
now, or, should be receiving now
if it weren’t for a dispute with De-
troit about an alleged past over-
payment from the plant.
Jankowski said that the overall

plan contains too many “ifs.”
Plus, he said, the city needs to

first get contract concessions

under the control of an emer-
gency financial manager (EFM)
who has to make the request.
The bankruptcy plea caught

the attention of the national
press, which characterized
Hamtramck as a forerunner of
what’s to come for many strug-
gling communities.
State officials offered the

city four loan options. Cooper
initially rejected the offer, say-
ing a loan would not solve the
city’s underlying financial prob-
lem and, on top of it, a loan
would only add to the city’s
debt.
He has since come around

on the loan offer, saying it will
buy the city some time to ne-
gotiate new contracts with the
city’s union workers. Cooper
said he has asked the city’s
unions for contract conces-
sions with no luck.
He specifically wants to re-

place expensive Blue Cross

health insurance plans with a
less expensive deal. So far,
the unions have rejected con-
cessions.
Cooper also wants to throw

out minimum staffing require-
ments in the police and fire de-
partments.
Cooper was diplomatic about

Tuesday’s rejection of a state
loan, saying those who voted
against it were “voting their
conscience.”
“I’m a little disappointed,”

he said about the vote.
He said he will now have to

work up another plan, but con-
ceded the city will be broke
within several weeks.
Terry Stanton, a spokesman

for the Michigan Department
of Treasury, said he could not
comment on the council’s de-
cision not to apply for a loan.
He said if the city were to go
into payless paydays, the state
could immediately step in and

appoint an emergency finan-
cial manager.
Hamtramck had been under

the control of an EFM for sev-
eral years, and only about four
years ago was local control
handed back.
In a recent Reuters news in-

terview, Gov. Rick Snyder said
the possibility of bankruptcy is
still on the table for Ham-
tramck, but first he’d rather
work with local officials.
Mayor Majewski pleaded

with the council to apply for
the loan, saying it will keep
control of Hamtramck local for
another year-and-a-half, which
would give the city time to
work out the crisis.
Councilmember Stackpoole

said the loan is part of a three-
prong approach to solving the
city’s financial problem, which
will require residents to also
take a hit with a property tax
hike and the unions to agree
to contract concessions.
Councilmember Jankowski

insisted that the unions must
first agree to concessions, and
he also complained that
Cooper’s deficit recovery plan
was not adequate.
Councilmember Gordon said

there are still plenty of budget
cuts that can be made. She
said she would be willing to re-
visit the loan option after more
cuts are made.
“Sometimes you have to

shake the tree to see what
falls out,” Gordon told The Re-
view a day after the meeting.

(Read more about the loan de-
bate in this issue’s “City Hall
Insider” column to the right of
this story.)
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This week at the library...
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, January 15

at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor
for the ESL class for beginners. Everyone is in-
vited. Free to the public.

Storytime for Children - Saturday, January 15
at noon. All children are invited to storytime fea-
turing, "Wild About Books" by Judy Sierra. After-
wards, we will show you how be an author too.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Tuesday, Jan-
uary 18 at 11:30 a.m. Basic instructions on com-
puter use for beginners will be held on Tuesdays.
Number of participants is limited to available
computers.

Reading and Conversation for ESL Students -
Tuesday, January 18 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is the
instructor for the reading and conversation ESL
classes.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January 18 at 4
p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math club
and math tutoring.

Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, January 19 at
3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the
library. Come and enjoy our feature presentation,
which includes free popcorn and snacks.

Winter Teen Club - Thursday, January 20 at 5
p.m. Members of the Teen Club will be making
their own photo memory boxes to save all the
good memories from 2010. Everyone is invited
to join.

Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, January 20
at 4 p.m. Sign up and participate in Jeopardy
games held on Thursdays at the library. Compete
against friends, win prizes and have fun develop-
ing your knowledge skills.

Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Mon-
day, January 24 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic com-
puter skills can enhance their computer literacy
each Monday at the library. Number of partici-
pants is limited to available computers. 

Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, Feb-
ruary 10 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Library
Board will be held in the auditorium. Open to the
public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, Jan-
uary 20 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy
and Treasurer George Gorday, invite all members
and volunteers to participate in the regular
monthly meeting and election meeting of the
FHPL.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 

Continued on page 4
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Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

JANUARY 23, 2011 ST. ALBERTUS HISTORIC
CHURCH WILL HAVE A  TRIDENTINE (LATIN)
MASS AT 12:00 P.M. DOORS AT 11:00 A.M.
THE CELEBRANT: FR. M.BORKOWSKI.
CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 
OR JEAN 

(313) 664-0257

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

For now, state loan 
is rejected Continued from front page

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and the high-

lights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.



by Charles Sercombe
Who she is: 

Christine Komisarz
You have created a Ham-

tramck-themed T-shirt. Tell us
what it is, and what inspired you
to create it.
Komisarz: Except for a period

of about five years, I’ve lived in
Hamtramck my entire life. I’ve
seen the changes in the city. It’s
not too difficult to see that Ham-
tramck is no longer primarily Pol-
ish but, in fact, consists of many
different ethnicities. 
In 2008, when The Citizen

held a new Hamtramck slogan
contest, I entered several slo-
gans -- one of which turned out
to be the winner! (Hamtramck:
The World in Two Square Miles).
I kind of forgot about it until I
found out someone else was try-
ing to take credit for my slogan. 
Well, that catapulted me into

action. I decided to put the slo-
gan on T-shirts. I created the T-
shirt design, found a web-based
local company and had a few
shirts printed, just to see how
things go. I selected the colors
green and blue. Green to repre-
sent the lush green-ness of
Michigan in the spring and sum-
mer and blue to represent the
Great Lakes.

How are the sales going, how
much are the shirts and where
can we purchase them? Is this
a limited run?
Komisarz: Honestly? Shirt

sales are going very slowly. I’ve
given away more for Christmas
gifts than I’ve sold! They are
available for $15 at Café 1923
on Holbrook and Dubois. Mem-

bers of my family and I are going
to Poland. Proceeds from the
sales of the T-shirts will help
fund my dad’s and my trip.
(Looks like I’ll be using my in-
come tax refund!)
If sales don’t improve, this will

definitely be a limited run. So,
for those of you that have a T-
shirt, hang on to them, they
could become a collector’s item!

If this goes well, will you ex-
pand your T-shirt line? Maybe T-
shirts for other cities? Or
favorite causes of yours?
Komisarz: I hadn’t really

thought that far ahead. With the
way things are going now, I don’t
think I need to either! Although,
if this were to take off, sure, I’d
love to expand the line. I’d have
to feel a connection to whatever
I created though.

You obviously love Hamtramck.
What are some of the things
that you like about the city, and
what are some of your pet
peeves about Hamtramck?
Komisarz: I love the quaint-

ness and friendliness of (most)
of the people. It’s really nice to
be known at the stores I fre-
quent most; to be on a first-
name basis with the proprietor
or employees and get special
treatment. 
Sometimes, I feel like the

mayor without all the hassle! (Hi
Karen!) I love hearing the church
bells. I love the aroma of freshly-
baked bread in the morning. I love
being able to smell the kielbasa
smoking. I love talking to people I
pass on the street, usually while
walking my dog. I love the history.
(Although, I admit, I must learn

more.) I love that artists are flock-
ing to Hamtramck.
Oh dear, pet peeves. I have a

few. 
People who park in my dad’s

handicap spot. People who show
no respect for their elders when
walking down the street. Loud
music late at night. A horn blar-
ing early in the morning. Open
trash bins. Litterbugs. Unshov-
eled sidewalks and unmowed
lawns. 
Basically, rude, inconsiderate,

disrespectful, lazy people. I call
lazy people F.L.A.P.s. You’ll have
to figure out on your own what
F.L.A.P. stands for. Anyway, none
of my pet peeves is unique to
Hamtramck, by any means.

Speaking of pet causes, you
are a big animal lover. Tell us
about your passion for animals
and animal rights.
Komisarz: I don’t know

when or even why it started. All I
know is that I do love animals.

Animals are innocent beings.
They are completely reliant on
us, much like children. They love
you unconditionally. I’m con-
vinced they feel sadness and
happiness. I know they feel pain. 
Hearing about animal abuse is

horribly disturbing and hurts me
terribly. But I feel it’s my respon-
sibility, as an animal lover, to
shove your face in it, so-to-
speak. People need to be aware.
They need to believe they can
make a difference and need to
keep trying. Who knows? Your
signature on that petition just
might make the difference in an
animal’s life. Many of my friends
and family “hide” me on Face-
book because they can’t stand
to read the stories. But, like I
said, I feel it’s my duty.
I’ve had a pet for as long as I

can remember. No matter how
bad a mood I’m in, just looking
at my dog, Lucky, brings a smile
to my face. Everyone should un-
derstand, however, that having a
pet is a big responsibility. 
They’re not here simply to

“exist” or just be. They need to
be well-cared for, shown love, af-
fection and attention. They get
bored too and need to be kept
busy, for at least part of the day.
I walk Lucky every morning (un-
less I’m sick or it’s treacherous
out). Not only is it good exercise
for the dog, it’s good exercise for
me and it also forms a deeper
bond between us.

Hamtramckans are known to
have pets, but what do you make
of so many landlords not allow-
ing pets?
Komisarz: In one sense, I can

understand it. The landlord wants
his or her place to be kept clean.
Dogs use the yard to do their
duty. Pets shed. Pets have acci-
dents. On the other hand, I think
the landlord must never have felt
the love of a pet, otherwise he or
she wouldn’t be so cold-hearted.
Realistically, though, the landlord
could ask for extra security de-
posit if the tenant has a pet. It all
boils down to responsible pet
ownership (and not being lazy).
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Where your child is our 
#1 priority.

12845 Conant
Detroit

(313) 368-KIDS

Enrolling Children Ages
2-1/2 - 5 years old

Hours:
Mon-Fri
7am-6pm

Technology 
Programs 
for Youth 

Grades 4-12

Programs 
are open to 
non-Detroit 
residents.

at Cobo Hall

Saturday, 
February 5th

Program Begins 8:00 am
Doors Open 7:00 am

Bring a copy of your report card.  Interested 
students should complete one application for 

Spring and another separate application for Summer.

Please visit our website www.dapcep.org for more information.

Hamtramck merchants are in-
vited to mingle and get to know
one another next Wednesday
(Jan. 19).
Hamtramck’s Downtown De-

velopment Authority (DDA) and
Economic Development Depart-
ment are hosting the meeting,
which will feature Murray Feld-
man, business reporter for Fox
2 news in Detroit, as well as
speakers from PNC Bank and

the city’s Paczki Day Committee.
The meeting will be at Peo-

ple’s Community Center at
8625 Jos. Campau. It starts at
8 a.m. and ends at 10:30 a.m.
It’s free, but you must first

register by calling (313) 870-
0346.  A complimentary break-
fast will be provided by
Hamtramck Coney Island. The
Polish Market is also a sponsor
of the meeting.

Local business owners
invited to networkHamtown’s movers and shakers...

Continued on page 5

Wing-back Chairs
Were $105

REDUCED TO $68

SALE! 4-Drawer 
Nightstands Were $65

ON SALE FOR $37.49
Vinyl Hide-a-bed Chairs

Were $65  Only 4 left!

ON SALE FOR $48.49

Free Tax Week!
January 14-21 

— Bring coupon —



from the city unions, namely the
police and fire unions.
Next up, Councilmember

Cathie Gordon. She also ques-
tioned the deficit reduction plan,
but stressed that the budget
needs to be “slashed” to the
core services.
She said the city’s economic

development department and
DDA should be eliminated. As for
promoting economic develop-
ment, Gordon said it’s pointless
since there have been national
press reports about the city’s at-
tempt to file for bankruptcy.
“Who will come here? … We

need to put economic develop-
ment on the backburner,” she
said.
As for the DDA, she said it’s

costing the city $90,000 a year
to subsidize.
“It’s crunch time,” she said.
Councilmember Shahab

Ahmed asked Cooper how much
the city would save if all city serv-
ices, excluding police, fire and
other emergency related serv-
ices, were eliminated.
Cooper said the city has al-

ready cut $1 million from its
budget and that further non-

emergency related cuts would re-
sult in another $200,000 in sav-
ings. He said the city is
prevented from further cuts be-
cause of contract requirements,
such as minimum staffing in the
police and fire departments.
Councilmember Catrina Stack-

poole noted that the national and
state economic “meltdown” has
contributed to Hamtramck's fi-
nancial woes. She said taking
the state’s long-term loan will
give the city a chance to “hold
onto local control.”
“Without that loan, we’re going

to be in receivership,” Stack-
poole said.
She also said that if a state-ap-

pointed emergency financial man-
ager takes over the city, he or she
will raise the city’s property tax
level to its legal limit, ask for a
state loan and seek contract con-
cessions from the city’s unions.
Those actions, she said, is ex-

actly what the city can do on its
own.
She said the council, residents

and unions need to “step up to
the plate … through this eco-
nomic crisis.”
“We shouldn’t just give up,”

she added.

Another thing Stackpoole
noted is that by going bankrupt
now, Hamtramck will be alone.
She said in the coming year or so
many other cities will also be in
same financial predicament.
It’s better, she said, to be in

the “middle of the herd.”
Councilmember Kazi Miah

made perhaps the boldest -- or at
least in-your-face -- suggestion:
find another city manager.
He said the council should look

for a city manager who is less ex-
pensive and who might get along
better with the city employee
unions.
Miah also said he thinks there

is plenty of room in the budget to
cut.
“I’m in favor of going back to

the board and slashing,” Miah
said.
Councilmember Jankowski

stressed again that it’s up to the
city employee unions to agree to
contract concessions.
“If you ask me, concessions

first, loans second,” Jankowski
said.
He suggested that union em-

ployees agree to a 20 percent or
12 percent pay cut for now in ex-
change for repayment later.

He also sarcastically ques-
tioned what the council had done
– up to this point -- to rectify the
budget situation.
“Put a town hall meeting to-

gether,” he said. “Great.”
Jankowski also noted that this

is time for the council to “lead”
the city.
“It takes a little more courage,

fortitude,” he said.
Councilmember Gordon said

that the city is guilty of “irrespon-
sible budgeting.” An example,
she said is that some employees
are making $8,000 in two weeks
and others are making over
$100,000 a year.
(In a later interview, Gordon

said those examples involve po-
lice officers who are earning over-
time.)
Mayor Karen Majewski said

“playing chicken” with the city
unions is not a wise course of ac-
tion. She said that within six
weeks the city will have no
money, which will mean employ-
ees won’t get paid.
She stressed that there are no

“happy solutions,” but at least
the state loan will give the city
time to work out its financial
problems – or at least attempt
to.
Councilmember Mohammed

Hassan questioned why the city
should take a loan and continue
to pay the police and fire unions
who refuse to agree to conces-
sions. He said the loan money

will just end up in their pockets.
He also related, in broken Eng-

lish, that he had two disturbing
incidents with the Fire Depart-
ment’s ambulance service and
the response of a police officer
for a break-in at his house.
While it was not immediately

clear what the circumstances
were, Hassan said he was unable
to get the Fire Department’s am-
bulance to respond and had to
resort to getting an ambulance
from Macomb County.
As for the encounter with a po-

lice officer, he said the officer
said he could not take finger-
prints at his house in response
to a break-in. He said the officer
told him to take up the matter
with the City Council, apparently
being unaware that Hassan is a
councilmember.
He also said that despite own-

ing a home in Warren, he prefers
to live in Hamtramck.
And in another aside, he said

he could run Hamtramck on a
part-time basis with the use of
three spread sheets.
City Manager Cooper added

that he feels confident that he
can get contract concessions by
going through a labor arbitrator.
Finally, in the vote on whether

to apply for a state loan, it was
defeated 4 to 2, with Coun-
cilmembers Tom Jankowski,
Cathie Gordon, Kazi Miah and
Mohammed Hassan voting no.
Councilmembers Catrina

Stackpoole and Shahab Ahmed
voted for the loan.
Still with us, medical marijuana

patients?
Let’s go back to a simpler

time. The year 1968 and every-
thing was … easy. Lyrics, please,
courtesy of The Fraternity of Man
from the “Easy Rider” sound-
track:
Don't bogart that joint, my

friend
Pass it over to me.
Don't bogart that joint, my

friend
Pass it over to me.

Roll another one
Just like the other one.
This one's burnt to the end
Come on and be a friend. 

Don't bogart that joint, my
friend
Pass it over to me.
Don't bogart that joint, my

friend
Pass it over to me. 

Ro-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-oll
another one
Just like the other one.
You've been hanging on to it
And I sure would like a hit. 
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*

*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 1/20/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 1/20/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Drink Specials During Televised
Wings Games!

Join us for a Nice • Clean • Safe • FUN! 
Atmosphere - Become a POST 10 Supporter

Come play new Club Keno 
in our nice, clean clubroom

Karaoke every Fri. & Sat. Nights
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m. 

Hall Rentals and Catering Available

Go Out on the Hamtown!

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
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Officials here say there is a
good chance a deal laced with
tax and development incentives
can be put together to keep
Kowalski here.
Kowalski has not returned re-

peated calls from The Review,
but the company CEO has spo-
ken to a select number of De-
troit-based reporters.
But there were disturbing re-

ports over the week that indicate
Kowalski won’t be able or afford
to build a new facility and that
there is a good chance the 91-
year-old company will move out.
In Crain’s Detroit, columnist

Nathan Skid talked with Kowal-
ski CEO Mike Kowalski, who said
every day the company stays in
Hamtramck, it loses money. The
problem is, Kowalski has three
buildings in which it produces its
products.
Kowalski told Skid that “the

sooner we are able to get out of
this building, the better” -- mean-
ing the main factory on Hol-
brook.
City officials are trying to put

together land in the city as well
as possibly gather land next to
the existing plant, which would
require buying several pieces of
property.
Just how fast and easy that

can be put together is the big
question. And even if the land
nearby the existing plant were
acquired in a timely manner, the
next question is can a new plant
be built at the existing site while
still allowing production to con-
tinue?

It looks like it would be a deli-
cate ballet move in the best
scenario.
Kowalski’s possible move

comes at a time when Ham-
tramck is hurting financially.
While the loss in property and
income tax revenue isn’t a great
amount – about $42,000 a year
– it would be yet another blow
to the city.
Hamtramck is facing a $3.5

million budget deficit. City offi-
cials have taken the unprece-
dented action of asking state
officials permission to file for
bankruptcy before the city’s
cash flow runs out.
So far, the state has said no

to that request and has instead
offered four loan options.
With all this talk of going

bankrupt, how is this affecting
the city’s attempt to attract new
businesses?
Jason Friedmann, the city’s

Director of Community & Eco-
nomic Development, said the
talk of bankruptcy has pre-
sented a challenge.
“It’s making it very difficult,”

he said, in terms of selling the
city to potential developers.
“We’re trying to keep up the
good word, but it’s definitely the
first thing that comes up.”
Friedmann pointed out,

though, that there is a major
housing development coming
and that several storefronts will
undergo major façade improve-
ments.

City still fighting to keep
Kowalski Continued from front page

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

City Hall 
Insider …

Continued from page 2

Coming Events
FEBRUARY 15, Tuesday, 7 p.m. – Preserve Our Parks meets every
third Tuesday of the month, at the Senior Plaza at 2620 Holbrook.
For more information, call Dick Kaleski at (313) 874-2651.

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters

Always 

Welcome!

Wednesdays

FREE 
Pool!

Daily Drink Specials



(Editor-at-Large Walter Wasacz
writes a weekly column on life in
Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
I've always been drawn to Can-

iff, the main east-west artery in
the city. OK, some could argue
the point that Holbrook holds
that claim. 
But the mix of storefront busi-

nesses (including The Review),
churches and mosques, social
halls and cultural centers, im-
pressive markets and restau-
rants -- and, of course, the
longest, sweetest residential
strip in Hamtramck from Conant
to just past Buffalo -- tilts it in
Caniff's favor. 
My rhapsodizing comes with a

purpose. I'm so excited about
the development of an art space
on Caniff called Public Pool (yes,
I've written about it before; and
yes, I am member who has a role
in programming and publicizing
events there) that I'm always try-
ing new ways to frame the story
about this unique place.
It's an art gallery, hosting

shows by visual artists, but it's
a performance space home to
improvisational music, dance,
modern classical opera (yes,
opera in Hamtramck) and literary
readings. It's a neighborhood
catalyst, drawing people to the
city to work, play and live. There
is an episode of Model D TV you
should see. It features founding
member Steve Hughes, a writer,
Kresge Arts fellow and Ham-
tramck guy, talking about Public
Pool and the assets it brings to
the community. Watch it here:

http://www.modeldmedia.com/f
e a t u r e s / m o d e l d t v p u b -
licpool111.aspx   

This Saturday, Jan. 15, the
same night as the public open-
ing of the North American Inter-
national Auto Show, Public Pool
fires its own car culture cannon
shot: Automobiles: Shaping Our
Landscape, Designing Our Lives.
The show features the work of
nine artists showing work that
considers the huge impact cars
have had on our lives.
Included is Carrie Dickason's

12-foot Carscape, outlining the
interior of a 1997 Subaru Legacy
that she lived in while traveling
around the country; Ian Swan-
son's study of the effects of win-
dow tinting and Kate Daughdrill's
(of Southwest Detroit's Soup se-
ries) performance piece that ex-
plores what can happen in
intimate spaces, like a vehicle
conveniently parked in front of
the gallery. Longtime Hamtram-
ckan Amy Kelly, who was in a se-
rious roll-over accident where her
pelvis was crushed, will also
bring her own perspective to the
show. 
Other participating artists in-

clude: Christina Burch, Steve
Coy, Rod Klingelhofer, Brian St.
Cyr and Bethany Shorb.  
There will be a special electro-

mechanical performance outside
Public Pool by Apetechnology.
The piece uses 1/3-scale, ro-
botic, fiber-glass cars. And they
crash. But only after all audience
members are safely positioned
behind barricades. This must be
seen to be truly believed and ap-

preciated. The performance will
be documented by a film crew,
making it possible for Public Pool
(with the help of the city) to cor-
don off the area as a film produc-
tion site. 

Opening night hours are 7 - 11
p.m. Apetechology performance
is at 10 p.m. Refreshments pro-
vided courtesy of Traffic Jam &
Snug (the Midtown restaurant
owned by our friend Scott Lowell,
who grew up north of Carpenter
and attended Our Lady Help of
Christians school). Music pro-
vided by Dethlab (Michael Doyle,
David Blunk II and the multi-tal-
ented Shorb, who also performs
under the name Toybreaker and
makes awesome neckwear
under the brand name Cyberop-
tix. Ties that don't suck is her
motto). 
An after-party (11 p.m.-2 a.m.)

at Skipper's Hamtown Bar (9735
Conant Ave., Hamtramck) fea-
tures food by John Lopez (his
credits are impressive: Union
Street, Majestic Cafe, Agave,
Atlas Global Bistro) and dance-
able DJ set by nospectacle. 
Make Caniff your destination

on Saturday. It'll warm up a cold
January night, guaranteed.
Public Pool is at 3309 Caniff

Ave., Hamtramck and is open
Saturdays, 1 - 6 p.m. 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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Irresponsible.
Yes, that’s the word to use to

describe the actions of City Coun-
cilmembers Tom Jankowski, Kazi
Miah, Mohammed Hassan and
Cathie Gordon. These four coun-
cilmembers voted against having
the city apply for a state loan that
will keep the city afloat for the
next year-and-a-half.
Their majority vote against the

loan means there’s no chance of
getting one, at least at this point.
By rejecting the loan, these four

councilmembers have elected to
do absolutely nothing about the
city’s financial crisis. It means
the city will be broke in about two
months, unable to pay employees
or vendors.
It means it will open the door

for state officials to appoint an
emergency financial manager to
take control of the city. It will
mean a loss of local control and
possibly – possibly – the merging
of Hamtramck into Detroit.
What we have here is a finan-

cial crisis and a crisis in leader-
ship.
The action of these four coun-

cilmembers is so egregious we’re
tempted to recommend their re-
call from office.
They have shown complete dis-

regard for the health and well-
being of our community. They
have shown an utter lack of un-
derstanding on how to govern a
city. 
By allowing the city to crash full

speed into insolvency, it’s a good
guess that state officials are
going to take a dim view of ever
allowing local control to return.

After all, it’s just been four
years since the last state-ap-
pointed EFM left town. Why
should state officials agree once
again to clean this town up and
return it to the locals?
As for the reasons behind re-

jecting the loan, give us a break.
Councilmember Jankowski first

said the city unions have to agree
to cuts before he will agree to
take a loan. Then he said he’s re-
jecting the loan because he does-
n’t think the deficit recovery plan
that the city manager drew up is
adequate.
Councilmember, even if you got

the unions to agree to contract
concessions today, the money
from those savings wouldn’t roll
in until about a year from now.
The city will still go broke in two
months.
And as for the deficit plan,

Jankowski has found fault with
every bit of financial information
the city manager submits to the
council. He obviously has a bone
to pick with City Manager Bill
Cooper. That’s fine, but don’t do
it at Hamtramck’s expense.
Councilmember Gordon didn’t

really offer a clear cut reason why
she’s against the loan other than
to agree with Jankowski that the
deficit reduction plan isn’t up to
snuff.
Councilmember Miah insists

more cuts are needed in the
budget and even suggested hiring
a new city manager. First, be-
cause of contract obligations and
minimum staffing requirements
in the police and fire depart-
ments, the only cuts left will re-

sult in a savings of $200,000.
The city is facing a $3.5 million

deficit. Gutting City Hall won’t get
you near that amount.
And as for finding a new city

manager, good luck with that.
First, the current contract with
Cooper would require the city pay
him $100,000 to exit. Next, try to
find another city manager when
the city is going to be broke in two
months and then will face being
taken over by the state.
Who in their right mind would

volunteer to find himself without
pay in two months and then be
out of a job?
Councilmember Hassan is also

of the belief that more cuts can
be made, but then he also added
that he has a house in Warren,
and although he loves Ham-
tramck, he could easily move out.
Well, that’s nice to know that

he and his family can escape
Hamtramck when there’s no
money to pay for police and fire
service. Hopefully, voters will
send him off to Warren soon.
On the flip side of this issue,

Councilmember Catrina Stack-
poole and Shahab Ahmed, as
well as Mayor Karen Majewski,
should be praised for having the
courage to support the loan,
which in turn would give the city
time to work itself out of this fi-
nancial jam.
We’re crossing our fingers that

reason will prevail and that an-
other vote will be taken to OK the
loan application. Perhaps this is
a calculated step to wake up the
unions, but it sure smacks of
reckless brinkmanship.

Vote against loan puts
Hamtramck’s future in jeopardy 

Street Life
New Public Pool exhibit spotlights
autos and their impact

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

We also know you have a
pretty interesting background in
music. You once sang back-up
for Nikki Corvette “back in the
day.” Tell us a tale or two about
that experience.
Komisarz: Oh, gosh. Those

were the good old days. We used
to tour in a van with no seats
other than a driver seat and a
passenger seat. Our equipment
AND the seven of us (six in the
band and a roadie) would all pile
in that ONE van and tour the
country. 
Looking back on it, all I re-

member is the fun. I mean, sure,
it was cramped and the road was
long, but I was young. I remem-
ber stopping at a diner down
south. We were so tired and had
played so many one-nighters that
we didn’t even know what city we
were in. We had to ask one of
the diners who answered us in
his southern drawl, “Why, ya’ll
are in the great city of Winston-

Salem, North Carolina.” 
We spent three weeks in North

Carolina and experienced south-
ern hospitality first-hand. We had
home-cooked meals and were in-
vited to stay at people’s homes
as they wouldn’t hear of us stay-
ing in a hotel. I was even pro-
posed to! We met Iggy in our
hotel lobby in Toronto, I think it
was. 
After our gig, we went to his

gig and went backstage. David
Byrne of The Talking Heads
came to see us at Bookies. We
opened for The Motels, if anyone
remembers them, at The Second
Chance. But I’d say the highlight
of being in Nikki and The
Corvettes was opening for The
Ramones at The Second Chance
in Ann Arbor. And we were a
“pick” in People Magazine’s
“Picks and Pans” section. I still
keep in touch with “the gals”
and the bass player.

Any last thoughts before we
say goodbye?
Komisarz: People need to

care. If you want to live in a great
city, heck, even a decent city, you
have to care. Start with one
thing at a time and, hopefully, a
snowball effect will be created.
Care about your child(ren), your
family, your pet, your home, your
property. If we all just cared a lit-
tle, Hamtramck could once again
be a great city. Just care people.
Here’s a quote from one of my
favorite songs by one of my fa-
vorite artists:
I can’t stop the war,
Shelter homeless,
Feed the poor.
I can’t walk on water,
I can’t save your sons and

daughters.
I can’t change the world and

make things fair.
The least that I can do is care.

~Kid Rock

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...
Continued from page 3

CHORONZY
Sophie Choronzy (nee Olbrys),

94, died January 9, 2011.
Mrs. Choronzy was a former

Hamtramck resident and was a re-
tired school crossing guard. She
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Leo Olbrys (1965) and hus-
band Joe Choronzy (1986).
She is survived by her daughter,

Jeannette (Donald) Morawski;
sons, Leo Olbrys, Thomas (Jan) Ol-
brys and Robert (Susan) Olbrys;
sister-in-law, Paula Olbrys; 16
grandchildren and 29 great-grand-
children.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home, and
funeral services were held on Jan-
uary 13 at St. Ladislaus Church.
Burial was at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

KANIEWSKI
Wanda Kaniewski, 92, died Jan-

uary 11, 2011.
Mrs. Kaniewski was a member

of the Rainbow Seniors.
She is survived by her daugh-

ters, Elaine (Bob) Young and Diane
(Jim Cichy) Rzepecki; sons, Edward
(Mary Ann) and Ronald; 12 grand-
children, and 22 great-grandchil-
dren.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home, and
funeral services will be held on
January 15 at St. Florian Church.
Burial will be at Resurrection
Cemetery.

RODGERS
Theresa M. Rodgers, 74, died

January 3, 2011.
Ms. Rodgers was a Hamtramck

resident and was retired from
Michigan Bell where she worked
for 30 years. She also worked
many years at the former Woody
Pontiac dealership.
She loved to feed the birds,

squirrels and cats and was an an-
imal lover.
Ms. Rodgers is survived by her

daughters, Roxanne (Joe) Grucz
and Monica (David) McCrary; sons,
Mark Calcaterra and Curt

Jankowski; and her loving partner,
Jerry Rodgers.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home. There were no funeral serv-
ices, and donations in her memory
can be made to the Humane Soci-
ety.

YOUNG
Michael Leroy Young, 61, died

January 6, 2011.
He was a Hamtramck resident

and served in the Army.
Mr. Young is survived by his wife,

Linda; daughters, Sheila and
Kaylee; sons, Matthew, Keith and
Alex; six sisters and four brother;
10 grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral
arrangements were made by Krot
Funeral Home, and funeral serv-
ices were held on January 10 with
Fr. Jaroslaw Nowak officiating. Mr.
Young also received military hon-
ors. Cremation was Meadowcrest
Cemetery.



said that “the most troubling
question reporters and state of-
ficials have been asking me over
the last couple of months is,
‘Why should Hamtramck
exist?’,” stating that “the idea
that people who help shape pub-
lic opinion and who are making
decisions that could decide our
fate feel that we need to justify
our existence is something that
keeps me up nights.”
Next up at the lecturn was City

Manager Bill Cooper, who gave a
much longer and more detailed
speech. Focusing on the current
financial situation, the steps the
city is taking to address that
issue and the reasoning behind
its course of action, Cooper
began by firmly acknowledging
that the city is in fact in the
midst of a financial crisis. While
he conceded there are several
causes for this problem, he said
it is “first and foremost […] De-
troit’s failure to honor our rev-
enue sharing agreement
regarding the Poletown plant.”
He went on to provide

specifics of the revenue sharing
agreement between Hamtramck
and Detroit, giving details on the
interlocal contract which allowed
the two cities to form the Tax In-
crement Finance Authority (TIFA)
that sold the bonds to build the
plant. Comparing the two cities,
he highlighted the fact that while
Hamtramck pledged approxi-
mately one-third of the land nec-
essary for the project – with
Dodge Main occupying most of
that land – the City of Detroit
pledged 240 acres, displacing
nearly 4,200 residents, 140
businesses and six churches.  
“Long-time Hamtramck resi-

dents know that the loss of all
those Poletown people left an in-
delible mark on the institutions
of our own town simply because
Poletown Detroit was an inter-
woven component of Ham-
tramck,” said Cooper. “Make no
mistake about it: the plant was
originally conceived by then-
Mayor Coleman Young as a cata-
lyst for change in his city.  But 30
years after its conception, the
plant has had a much greater im-
pact on our much smaller city.”
Cooper also explained the dis-

tribution of funds based on the
revenue sharing agreement. He
said that under that agreement
taxes are collected by both
cities, the proceeds are pooled
together, and, according to the
agreed-upon formula, the first
$3.4 million is divided evenly be-
tween the two. Anything over that
amount is divided between Ham-
tramck by one-third and Detroit
by two-thirds. 
“The really nice thing about

this agreement is that it contin-
ues until ‘the plant is no longer
viable,’ said Cooper. “With the
recent investment in the plant,
this plant will continue to be ‘vi-
able’ for a long time.”
According to Cooper, the prob-

lems began in the fiscal year of
2009 when the payments from
Detroit came to an abrupt halt.
In the aftermath of the ensuing
discussions, Hamtramck would
go on to sue Detroit for nonpay-
ment. Detroit countersued Ham-
tramck, claiming it had overpaid
the city by $7 million.  Counter-
ing accusations that Hamtramck
has not done enough to collect
what it is owed, Cooper pointed
to a timeline that showed what
has happened thus far and when
it occurred.
“The Finance Director, Mayor,

City Council and I, and even our
City Assessor, have all been in-
volved in efforts to get what is
owed to us,” he said.
In addition to the problems

with Detroit, Cooper also
touched upon several issues
that he says have converged into
a “perfect fiscal storm.” First, he
noted that property tax revenue
has fallen over the last several
years, which in conjunction with
the lowest millage rate in 20
years has caused a significant
decrease in city revenue. 
Cooper said that the second

part of the fiscal storm involves
rising health care costs. For the
current fiscal year the city expe-
rienced a 40 percent increase,
taking the total cost to about
$2.6 million for active and re-
tired employees. Next year it is
expected to increase by another
40 percent, which means that in
just two years health care will
have nearly doubled in cost,
mainly due to the actual use of
the benefits, or what is known as
“experience.” Through a change
in the retirement plan for re-
tirees over the age of 65, the city
has only been able to offset
costs by about $400,000 per
year.
A third contributing factor to

the budget problem, according to
Cooper, is the continuing escala-
tion of pension costs. Crediting
“creative thinking” by Finance Di-
rector Nevrus Nazarko, Cooper
said that while the increase was
kept to a modest 2 percent this
year, in the coming year the city
may face a 30-40 percent in-
crease.
“Unfortunately, I think that Mr.

Nazarko may have run out of rab-
bits in his magic hat,” said
Cooper. “With pension costs run-
ning around $3 million, this in-
crease could amount to another
$1 million in cost.”
When everything is taken into

account, Cooper says the city
could face a potential $3 million
gap in the budget. He said the
council took the first steps in
eliminating the deficit by cutting
expenses by about $1 million in
early December, but thanks to
the refusal of Detroit to pay Ham-
tramck there is still a $2 million
shortfall.  Cooper said that really
leaves only a few options –
mainly reducing services or rais-
ing taxes. 
In the short term, the city has

a four-point plan. The first point

is for the city to continue pursu-
ing its lawsuit against Detroit.
Though Cooper is not confident
that the matter will be resolved
quickly, he does believe Ham-
tramck will ultimately win. 
“While this may not provide us

with relief in the near future, we
have to work on both short and
long term solutions at the same
time,” he said.
The second part of the plan is

for Hamtramck to continue to
manage its costs. Cooper said
that though the city will “con-
tinue to look for ways to contain
costs the old-fashioned way,”
that would only solve some of
the problem and the city must
explore more drastic options –
namely bankruptcy.  
Saying that this measure

would allow for protection from
creditors seeking to foreclose on
the city’s assets, but that it
would not seek to eliminate re-
sponsibility of bond debt, Cooper
noted a key aspect of bankruptcy
is that Bankruptcy Code allows
for municipalities to obtain relief
from labor contracts they cannot
afford. He said the city needs to
save approximately $1.2 million
to $1.5 million from both the po-
lice and fire unions for a com-
bined savings of $2.4 to $3

million.  
“While we view such relief to

be extraordinary in nature and
would hope to avoid it through
negotiations with our unions,”
said Cooper, “we cannot rule out
the possibility of seeking protec-
tion from the Bankruptcy Court
for contract provisions that we
simply cannot fund, no matter
how many other cost-savings or
revenue-generating ideas we cre-
ate.”
The third step of the plan was

for the city to apply for a loan
from the state. When the city ap-
proached the state to file for
bankruptcy it was at first offered
three loans options, then ulti-
mately one more.  And although
Cooper said that taking a loan
was an idea he had personally
rejected in the past, he admitted
that he thought it may be one of
the city’s only options. 
“The reality is that even if we

are allowed to go into bank-
ruptcy, we will need funds to get
us through the next year or so
until we can realize the impact of
the cost reductions or conces-
sions that we put into place,” he
said. 
For the final part of the plan,

Cooper said the city must con-
tinue to seek out opportunities

for economic growth. Though
this will not be easy given the
current landscape – Cooper said
that “the prospect of decreased
city services and financial up-
heaval, together with the crime
and blight that accompany both,
admittedly [does] not provide us
with the optimal conditions for
private investment” – he main-
tained that it is still an important
step in turning the tide of the
economic flood.
“With the investment of NSP II

funds (stimulus money from the
federal Recovery Act) into our
city, we hope that the curve will
not be quite as steep as our cur-
rent conditions seem to indi-
cate,” he said. “Whatever the
case, we remain committed to
what many, perhaps justifiably,
believe are insurmountable ob-
stacles.”
When his presentation was fin-

ished, Cooper opened the floor
for residents to voice their opin-
ions to both him and the city
council and mayor, who were
seated to the right of the stage
facing the audience.  Many had
sensed the imminent conclusion
to Cooper’s speech and had al-
ready begun to line-up at the mi-
crophone. Though the time limit
was set at two minutes, many

speakers refused to yield until
they had made their point. 
Based on the visible protest

signs in the audience – like
“BANKRUPTCY WAS NEVER AN
OPTION” and “DON’T SCAPE-
GOAT UNIONS/DON’T SCAPE-
GOAT DETROIT” – it was
apparent before the comments
even began that many residents
in attendance were not happy
with the way things were being
ran. Though their comments
ranged from polite suggestions
to spiteful insinuations, most fell
along a few common threads. 
One of the most prevailing

points made by the commenta-
tors was that the city must not
reduce its police and fire protec-
tion. Residents were adamant
that it is paramount to the city’s
future that it maintain adequate
services, otherwise new people
will not want to live in Ham-
tramck, let alone those that are
already in the city. A few asked
about the status of a cost-recov-
ery ordinance that could bring in
additional revenue.

Another point made by resi-
dents was that the city should
enforce codes and make people
pay fines. A chief complaint was
that code enforcement is either

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

������������������	�
��
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Trish Astrology
By Ian Perrotta
Review Staffwriter
Three Fridays ago Ham-

tramck High’s soccer team
played its final match of the
season in the Michigan High
School Athletic Association
District Finals against the Fer-
ndale Eagles. 
But after a remarkable Dis-

trict Tournament run that saw
the team outscore their oppo-
nents 14-1, the Cosmos were
narrowly defeated 1-0 by a
golden goal in overtime.

The loss was perhaps the
low point of an otherwise ter-
rific season. The varsity team
finished with an impressive 8-
6-1 record, scoring 53 goals
to their opponents’ 26 -- not
bad for a group of kids barely
old enough to drive.  Top goal
scorer Awad Almaisari con-
tributed 23 goals and racked
up a hat trick in two games.
While the Cosmos played

terrifically this season, next
year promises to be even

Cosmos soccer team outscore 
opponents in exciting season

Continued on page 10

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2327 Botsford - $34,900 
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $85,000 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $12,500 NEW PRICE!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 
3971 Edwin - $24,999 
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $29,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
*12081 St. Aubin - $24,900 NEW!
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop
Clinton Township:
19597 Stafford - $34,000 SOLD!

Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 
Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel - $139,900 
Sterling Heights
38122 Jamestown - $39,900 SOLD!
SHORT SALE, 3 BR Condo
Warren:
12885 E. Twelve Mile Rd. - $37,500
SOLD! 
26142 Newport - Bank Owned - $49,900
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $179,900 Lake view!  

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11915 Fleming, Hamtramck - 2
story single family, 4 BR, large yard
w/garage. $26,900- Price Re-
duced!

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp.
Townhouse Condo Near 23 mile & I-
94 2 BR, 1st floor laundry, All Appli-
ances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR
condo, w/appliances & furniture.
$15,000 Cash Only - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR,
Basement, Needs Work $19,900
New Price!

5145 Casmere – Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Basement $19,900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - At-
tention Investors! 2 well-maintained
single-family homes on one lot.
Great income potential! Short-Sale
$24,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield
Twp. - “Bank Owned” Detached
Condo 3 Bedrooms, 1½ baths, 2
car garage, $99,900 - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom de-
signer touches throughout. 3 BR,
built-in appliances, basement,
garage. Must see to appreciate.
$79,900 - NEW PRICE!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bed-
room, 2-family home in need of re-
pair. Full basement, garage,
$24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3 Bed-
room, 1-½ Bath, Full Brick Ranch.
Finished Basement, 2 Car Attached
Garage $79,900 - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom
Income Bungalow, Living Room,
Dining Room, Full Basement
$32,900
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11613 Charest -
$85,000
NEW PRICE!

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
�'��

�()�#�)�( %69��5.;42
�����

�>.82�(2>B602
�����

�<:=A@2>�
�6.4;<?6?
�����

,6;@2>6E6;4
�9A?5�'.16.@<>���5208�)52>:<?@.@�

�5208��29@?����<?2?

�����
�'���)%,�$�

,6@56;���:692?�
C6@5�

�99�#.7<>�'2=.6>?

$�,���*(��
)6>2�'2=.6>?
�.9.;06;4

Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
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Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

Town Hall meeting lays it on the table, but for some the writing is on the wall
Cont. from front page

Continued on page 8
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2 Br. lower, $575/month +
$575 sec. deposit, water +
heat included, adults pre-
ferred, no pets, references
needed, 313-874-1442,
leave message. 1/21

2 Br. upper, on Caniff,
$450/month, includes water
and basic cable, no pets,
586-531-9722, 313-418-
8791. 1/21

Jacob St., 2 Br. lower, new
carpet, freshly painted,
$500/month, 586-321-2828.
1/14

Hamtramck, 1 + 2 Br. apart-
ments, from $375 and up, no
pets, 248-321-8661. 1/28

Hamtramck-Detroit, 2-3 Br.,
newly remodeled, super
clean, nice area, no pets,
586-634-2502. 1/14

Beautiful spacious, updated
2 Br. upper flat on St. Aubin
St., $575/month + 1 month
security deposit, laundry ac-
cess, separate utilities, 313-
850-5379. 1/14

Hamtramck area, 2 Br. upper,
super clean, appliances, full
basement, washer-dryer, dou-
ble-doors and windows, new
furnace, nice attic + more,
11366 Gallagher, $480/
month + $480 security, 586-
604-0029. 1/28

1 Br. upper studio style, large
front room, dining room,
kitchen, ideal for couple or
single person, $420/month,
586-530-6872. 1/14

Hamtramck studio apartments,
good location, immediate occu-
pancy, 248-229-4295, 248-
229-4297. 1/28

Upper, 2 Br., remodeled,
kitchen, new windows, stove-
fridge, $550/month, includes
water, 313-530-1695. 1/28

3259 Lehman, 2 Br. upper, no
pets, stove-fridge, washer-
dryer, Section 8 OK, $380/
month, 586-354-5343. 1/28

2137 Trowbridge, 3 Br. lower,
$600/month + $600 security
deposit, Section 8 OK, pets
OK, ready to move in, 313-
875-2459, 248-854-0091.
1/14

Danforth St., 2 Br. flat,
$450/month + security de-
posit, nice and clean, Section
8 OK, 313-712-6021. 1/28

3 Br., on Caniff near Jos.
Campau, all utilities included,
$800/month. Single rooms
also available in same build-
ing, $350/month, 313-332-
4954. 1/28

Upper + lower, 2 Br., stove-
fridge, water included, Ham-
tramck, call Benny at
586-943-8814. 1/14

Beautiful 3 Br. lower, hard-
wood floors, washer-dryer in
basement, $550/month,
586-484-7466. 1/28

1 Br. upper, stove - refrigera-
tor, water + heat included,
$400/month + $400 secu-
rity, 586-939-7118. 1/28

Hamtramck, 2242 Hewitt,
lower unit, 2 bedroom,
$650/month + deposit, all
utilities included, 586-588-
1227. 1/28

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 1/14

3 + 5 single-family house with
option to buy, no pets, 313-
369-1654. 1/14

Single family, 4 rooms, new
paint and carpet, prime loca-
tion, 12062 Mitchell St.,
Hamtramck, $600/month,
313-368-1097, 313-484-
1097. 1/21

Hamtramck, 2 Br., 5-room
flat, lower, seniors or working
couple preferred, no pets,
$500/month + deposit, 586-
294-7111. 2/4

Flat for rent, 3403 Edwin St.,
$450/month + $450 de-
posit, move-in ready, 702-
666-7610. 1/14

Hamtramck, Belmont St., 1
Br. upper, 1 living room,
kitchen, bath, very nice, call
after 11 a.m., 313-368-9326.
2/4

Upstairs flat for rent, kitchen,
living room, 2 Br., clean, fridge
and stove, 313-378-6229.
1/21

Hamtramck, if you are looking
for a really nice 1 Br. apart-
ment furnished, check out
apartment 10 at 2758 Eva-
line at Jos. Campau. This
well-maintained, quiet and
clean building is in the heart
of town, $675/month, in-
cludes utilities, sorry no pets,
call for appointment, 248-
931-9731. 2/4

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper, very
clean, $475/month + secu-
rity + references, 248-214-
9573. 2/4

2300 Whalen St., 2 Br. upper,
living room, dining, kitchen,
next to Middle School, clean,
Section 8 welcome, 586-806-
5312, 586-354-6270. 2/4

Hamtramck, single-family, 2
Br., garage, full basement,
very clean, security + refer-
ences, $550/month, 248-
214-9573. 2/4

12611 Gallagher, 2 Br., living
room, dining, kitchen, full
basement, for more info cal
Shek 586-806-4488. 1/21

McNichols and Conant area,
2 Br., 1 bath, central air, high
efficiency furnace, new win-
dows, new kitchen, $25,000
or best, 313-0268. 2/4

Opportunity to make Big
Cash!! 12819 Conant (at
Charles) – Fully-stocked re-
sale store, ready to take over
and includes many items to
sel. Also comes with sepa-
rate 1 Br. living space with full
basement, private parking,
pets OK. $800/month. Nego-
tiable. Could separate but
prefer to rent all to same per-
son, 313-205-8749. 1/21

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122
PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

PLUMBING

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call VinceProudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

ROOM 

FOR RENT

FREE PETS

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

Hamtramck
Rentals

2 Br. upper, washer-
dryer, remodeled 

and clean
Call Julie at 

(313) 570-4242

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

Deadline for
classifieds

for next
week is

Thursday at
Noon

CALL (313)

874-2100

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 
bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Free fixed cat, well taken care
of, loving, friendly, litter-trained,
loves being a pet, adorable and
will keep you company. Looking
for a good, loving home, 313-
656-1429. 1/14

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

HOUSE 

FOR SALE

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

SIDING

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

Cleaning lady wanted, Polish
speaking preferred.  Call 586
943-4721.
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why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

By Charles Sercombe
When it comes to good food

and great times, Hamtramck has
plenty to offer. In this column,
we’ll talk about what’s happening
at our bars, restaurants and
other events that can be found
throughout the city.
Well, well, here we are with our

first Toast column of 2011. In
fact, we are writing this on a
most peculiar date: 01-11-11.
Add it up and … Oh who cares.
But for you astrology and nu-
merology buffs out there, send
us an email and let us know the
divine — or maybe not so divine
— meaning behind it all.
We’ll drink to that.
Hmmmm … Looks like we’re

off to a rambling start. And with
that in mind, it seems that the
only bar here in town to take any
notice of the King’s birthday last
week – and by that, of course, we
mean Elvis – was the Belmont
Bar with its annual birthday bash
for the rock and roller.
Sheesh, people, it’s not like

he’s some upstart like Michael
Jackson. And the Belmont once
again added an over-the-top
touch: complimentary fried
peanut butter and banana sand-
wiches. Just for inventing that
combination, Elvis Presley de-
serves all the worship he re-
ceives.
All kidding aside, we hope

Hamtramck’s bars survive an-
other year. We know this econ-

omy is beating a lot of places
down. Hang in there guys. From
where we sit, there’s only one
place to go: up.
Hey, we caught wind on one of

the rock and roll Internets that
our favorite recording/travelling
band, The Reigning Sound, is
making a stop here in Hamtown
on March 4. Only thing is, appar-
ently no bar has been booked
yet. OK, guys, which one of you
are bidding on this?
If you have never heard of The

Reigning Sound, stop whatever
you are doing – including reading
this – and head over to the Inter-
net and do a search and take a
listen for yourself. 
Freakin’ incredible. If the uni-

verse was truly an orderly and
fair thing, Reigning Sound would
be huge. The band’s twanger
and song-writing wiz, Greg
Cartwright, is up there on the ge-
nius level.
And speaking of rock and roll,

we are still in a state of shock
over losing our good friend Jim
Shaw right before the holiday
season began. Our heart and
condolences go out to his widow,
Sandy, and of course his family
and friends. There is a huge hole
in the soul of Detroit rock.

n n n

You know, City Councilmember
Cathie Gordon sometimes takes
a beating in these pages over
her role as a city official. 
But there is another side to

Cathie. She just so happens to
be one of the best bar owners in
town, which is a mighty achieve-
ment considering just about all
the bar owners here are terrific.
You have to imagine this: On

one night of the Hamtramck
Blowout, we saw Cathie climb on
top of her bar, line up customers,
have them tilt their head up and
open their mouths and then pro-
ceed to pour Jagermeister down
their throats.
Now in our book, that is one

hell of a bar owner. Good Golly!
So … with that introduction,

it’s high time we sit down with
Cath and dish. Her beginnings
into the bar biz is kind of funny.
She wasn’t always the fun lovin’
drink slinger.
Oh no, in fact far from it.
Back in 1985 her husband,

Lew, got the idea that owning a
bar here would be a lucrative
thing. And he was right. Yep,
their bar, The New Dodge
Lounge, was a hit – thanks
largely to the workers at the Po-
letown Plant and American Axle.
“We’d serve 150 guys for

lunch in 45 minutes,” Cathie
said.
Heck, with a glass of beer at

90 cents and a shot at 60 cents,
you couldn’t beat that deal.
At first, though, Cathie was ver-

boten!! from entering the bar.
Yeah, that’s right, banned from
her own bar.
Back then, Cathie was a full-

time nurse who specialized in
helping people with substance
abuse problems. When she first
came to her bar, she would start
counseling those who looked
and acted like an alky. All that
unwanted attention kind of
drove away some customers, so
out the door for her.
“I laugh about it now,” Cathie

said.
Eventually, as fate would have

it, she had to quit being a nurse
after some heart trouble got in
the way of work. So, she fixed
her sight on the bar business
and with her shrewd knowledge
of how to make customers
happy, business shot up by 30
percent.
Ah, the 80s and 90s. Those

were sweet years for anyone who
owned a bar. Hamtramck was
one booming town.  It got so
good, Cathie and Lew said screw
it to renting their bar space and
decided to buy a building just
down the street, on Jos. Campau
on the southend.
With the help of a city-DDA

façade grant, they were able to
redo the front portion of the
building and turned it into one of
Hamtramck’s premier show-
cases. But almost at the same
time, the economy slowed down,
and then the unimaginable: The
American Axle plant closed
down, moving its production to
Mexico.
That sucked on so many lev-

els.
Cathie said it’s been a strug-

gle since. Business is down 40
percent, and she now has to rely
on attracting special events,
such as retirement parties or
other such things.
One of those special events

will be a memorial for the leg-
endary Stanley The Madhatter –
a longtime staple of the Detroit-
Ann Arbor rock scene. Stanley re-
cently died at the age of 62 from
prostate cancer. The dude knew
just about everyone and was
around during the golden age of
rock in Detroit during the turbu-
lent 1960s.
His friends will hold a memo-

rial at New Dodge on Thursday,
Jan. 27. It’s going to be a spe-
cial night with folks talking about
their pal. Also during the
evening, there will be an auction
of his vast rock and roll collec-
tion.
One more thing about Stan.

His real name is Stanley Zillifro,
and he grew up in Hamtramck.
Does anyone reading this re-
member Stan from his Ham-
tramck days? If so, please drop
us a line. We’d love to hear
about it.
Talking about the 60s, Cathie,

who is turning 64 in March, re-
members that era fondly. As
good as the 80s and 90s were
for bar owners, this city was un-
hinged before that.
“If we could get back to the

60s-70s,” Cathie said, “we’d
rock the joint.”
We’re sure Stanley, God bless

his soul, would toast to that.

Do you know of a cool bar, a
great restaurant or just a nice
place to hang out? If you have
tips on special events or just
want to shine some light on your
favorite spot send a message to
news@thehamtramckreview.com
or call us at (313) 874-2100.

Hamtramck Recreation Department 
 

 

 
 
 

This is a brand new program for girls wanting to learn and 
play the sport of Volleyball. 

Program runs December 7-April 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Registration begins 

November 1 and will 
continue until team is full. 

 

We have great coaches 
who are ready to teach 
you the basics and help 
you reach your potential 
as a player. 

 

Please register at the Hamtramck Recreation Center located at 
11350 Charest or call 313-893-5520 ext 3 for more information. 
 

Your Millage Dollars At Work! 

Practice Days:   Tuesday/Thursday 
Game Days: TBA 
Grades:  4-6  
Practice time: 5:00-6:00 p.m.   
 
Where:  Early Childhood Elementary 
  11680 McDougall 
Cost: Resident-$10 
 Non-Resident -$20 
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Please register at the Hamtramck Recreation Center
all 313-893-5520 ext 3
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Please register at the Hamtramck Recreation Center located at 
 ext 3 for more information.
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 for more information.

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

“I come from a small farming
community and now it’s one of
the biggest tourist attractions.
America doesn’t have a cross-
roads (a destination spot for in-
ternational tourists) – what’s
wrong with this city? We’ve got
to attract people to our city. It’s
unique. I think them two girls
who ran the festival should get
involved. I’ve never seen any-
thing like it. They took that fes-
tival from nothing and put it on
the map.” – A man who lives on
St. Aubin, providing a suggestion
for a way the city can bring in
additional revenue.
“If you can survive the city of

Hamtramck, this is the best
bootcamp for you to go out
there and be successful and do
anything you want to do.” –

Taha Alhumdi, program director
of the Hamtramck branch of the
Arab American Chaldean Coun-
cil (ACC), on what he tells peo-
ple is one of the benefits
Hamtramck has to offer. 
“One of the things that con-

cerns me about Hamtramck is
that sometimes we set up ad-
versarial relationships in how
we work with each other. The
places I see turnarounds hap-
pen are places where historic
enemies realize they have to
work together and become al-
lies instead of attacking each
other.” – Rev. Dan Buttry, on
ways that Hamtramck can work
toward improving not only the
city’s finances but the relation-
ship between the government
and residents.
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lacking completely or arbitrarily
enforced. Residents said that
this not only made the city un-
safe, but it also makes it less at-
tractive to live in as well. 
A third – but by no means final

– concern was that the city’s
money was being spent irrespon-
sibly. Questions were raised
about whether or not some
things in the city were neces-
sary, like the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority or sprinklers for
city hall (the latter of which was
later revealed to have been paid
for by the Police Department’s
drug fund).  Accusations of un-
necessary discretionary spend-
ing were rampant, as were
charges that the city overpays
for some of its contracts, partic-
ularly its legal services.
At the meeting’s conclusion,

attendees were asked to turn in
a survey sheet that would gauge
their reaction to what they had
just heard. In addition to asking
residents to rank four options
the city can take – bankruptcy,

tax anticipation notes, state
loans and state revenue sharing
notes – residents were also
asked to rank their preferences
for cost-saving options. There
were also questions on how res-
idents themselves would be will-
ing to help the city and what
services are most important.
While the results of the sur-

veys are still being looked at, for
some it was a promising sign
that so many residents showed
up in attendance. Councilmem-
ber Miah said he was extremely
happy with the results, and
though he took a moment during
the meeting to encourage resi-
dents to remain involved and to
attend regular council sessions,
he said that town hall meetings
are important to public dis-
course and should be held on a
more regular basis. 
“I thought that the public had

a lot of good ideas and sugges-
tions,” he said.  “I think we need
to have more meetings like this
– maybe quarterly.”
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Town Hall meeting lays it 
on the table, but for some the
writing is on the wall


