
• Tightness in your chest
• Shortness of breath
• Heaviness or pain in your legs

• High blood pressure
• Dizziness
• Smoking
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Early diagnosis can prevent heart attacks and strokes!
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Cardiology, American Board of Internal Medicine.
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Sometimes here in
Hamtramck we forget
about nature’s magnifi-
cent creatures. But
sometimes, a touch of
where the wild things are
comes to visit.
Street Life columnist

Walter Wasacz came eye-
ball to eyeball with a
hawk recently. You can
read all about it in this
week’s column on page
6.
In the meantime,

spend a few moments
each day and take a
close look at your sur-
roundings. You’ll be sur-
prised to find the secret
world of nature right in
front of your nose!

HAMTRAMCK

(313) 365-5000

Valid Everyday

$5One Medium 
1-Topping 

Pizza
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New Dodge Lounge
!!Lew’s Birthday Party !!
Featuring Danny D and the Vagabonds
Friday • January 28th • 9:30 – 1:30
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For more info:  313-874-5963 • www.dannydlive.com

Join us for some Birthday Wishes!!!New Dodge Lounge
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Friday • January 28th • 9:30 – 1:30
8850 Jos. Campau St. • Hamtramck
For more info:  313-874-5963 • www.dannydlive.com

Join us for some Birthday Wishes!!!

By Ian Perrotta
Note to all the kids who like to

fight after school – there’s a
time and a place for everything. 
In your case, it’s every week-

day at 4 p.m. at the Hamtramck
Boxing Club, located in the up-
stairs of the G-Mart Co. clothing
store at 10012 Jos. Campau.
The club, operated by local res-

ident Ted Palac, has been train-
ing the next generation of
Olympic fighters – literally – for
the last 14 years. A former boxer
for the Polish national team who
left the country after he fought a
match in Sweden in 1966 and
never came back, Palac is a five-
time Level 4 coach for Team
USA. 
Throughout his career, Palac

has traveled with his fighters all
over the United States and to 23
countries. He is a four-time
coach of world champion boxers,
and, before plans were canceled

due to the eruption of a volcano
that wreaked havoc on interna-
tional air travel, was slated to be
the US Team Manager for the
2010 Youth World Champi-
onships in Azerbaijan. The con-
test is held every two years and
is the most prestigious tourna-
ments in the world for youth box-
ers.
On any given day you can find

about a dozen fighters – from
age 7 to 29 – jumping rope, hit-
ting speed bags and sparring in
the old-school gymnasium’s reg-
ulation-size ring. Palac’s fighting
technique combines the ele-
ments of both Cuban and Russ-
ian fighting styles, and after 52
years in-and-around the ring, he
shows no signs of slowing down.
Currently, Palac is training a

few boxers that he believes
could be future Olympians. In
May of last year 132-pound

Charles Sercombe
It’s back.
The issue of whether the city

should apply for an emergency
state loan may have been shot
down last week by a majority of
councilmembers, but that
doesn’t mean it’s dead.
City Councilmember Catrina

Stackpoole, who was one of two
councilmembers who voted for
the loan, is reintroducing the
subject at this Tuesday’s (Jan.
25) council meeting.
Stackpoole said she is hoping

some on the council have recon-

sidered their vote.
“I just hope somebody has

come to their senses,” Stack-
poole said. 
Although the loan was rejected

by a 4-2 vote, there have been
rumors in town that one or more
of those who voted against it
have had a change of mind.
“There’s always hope, “Stack-

poole said. “It’s worth dis-
cussing some more. I believe in
local control.”
City Manager Bill Cooper said

the city will be broke by March
and unable to pay its bills or

meet employee payroll without a
state loan. He has proposed ap-
plying for a $2.5 million loan
from the state because not only
will the city be broke, it will also
have a $3.5 million budget
deficit.
Those voting against said the

city needs to first cut more from
the budget before asking the
state for a loan.
Councilmember Tom Jankowski

is also insisting that the city
unions agree to contact conces-
sions before he agrees to a state
loan.

Cooper warned that if the
council does not apply for a loan,
and the city goes broke, the
state will step in and appoint an
emergency financial manager
(EFM) to take over.
Stackpoole said if an EFM

takes over, that person will do
what the council should do: ac-
cept the state loan, raise the
property tax level to its legal limit
and seek contract concessions.
An EFM can also recommend

to the state that the city file for
bankruptcy, which will allow
unions contracts to be torn up

Councilmember tries one more time for loan

City keeping
tabs on
troubled bar
By Charles Sercombe
With news that Hamtramck po-

lice are sometimes tied up at the
Shadow Bar, it begs the ques-
tion: What’s up with the bar’s
promise to do away with hip-hop
nights?
Recently, Councilmember Mo-

hammed Hassan complained
about the response time it took
for police to come to the scene
of a house break-in. Officers said
they were running late because
they were tied up at Shadow Bar.
The bar has been a problem

for the city in the past. Fights
have occurred there as well as
shootings, muggings and to cap
it off, a murder.
City officials threatened to

have the bar’s license pulled, but
the bar owners agreed to change
their format from urban-contem-
porary to catering to a gay clien-
tele.
In exchange for the format

change, the city agreed to allow
the bar to stay open until 4 a.m.

Councilman 
to bar: ‘Let 
them die’
By Charles Sercombe
When it comes to the patrons

of the Shadow Bar who get into
fights and shootings, City Coun-
cilmember Mohammed Hassan
has this solution for police offi-
cers called to respond:
“Let them die. Let them die.”
That’s what Hassan said in a

recording made by police officers
responding to a home break-in that
occurred on the night of Jan. 1.

Hassan was apparently upset
over how long it took officers to
come to the house. Officers told
Hassan that the city’s four police

Boxing coach has an eye for 
picking Olympic contenders

Continued on page 3

Who said this, and
what is it about? You
can find the quote
and the story it be-
longs to somewhere
in the pages of this
issue.

“Bo Karpinsky 
saved the district

$800,000.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

Celinas Sports Bar, at Jos. Campau and Pulaski, is selling $5 raffle tickets 
this Friday, and the lucky winner will get to go to a Red Wings game.  
Proceeds from the raffle go to Recycled Treasures. At 8 p.m., 
City Councilmember Catrina Stackpoole will pick the lucky winner.
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City Councilmember Mohammed
Hassan found himself in the media
spotlight for comments he made
about police and fire service, and
what he had to say about the pa-
trons at the Shadow Bar.

Ted Palac, standing in the center of the bottom-left picture, has
been training the next generation of Olympic fighters in his Ham-
tramck gym for the last 14 years.
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This week at the library...
Town Hall Meeting Video - Both parts of the

Town Hall Meeting of January 6 are posted on
the Hamtramck Public Library Website for pub-
lic viewing.

ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, January
22 at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the in-
structor for the ESL class for beginners. Every-
one is invited. Free to the public.

Storytime for Children - Saturday, January 22
at noon. All children are invited to storytime
featuring, "Wild About Books" by Judy Sierra.
Afterwards, we will show you how be an author
too.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Wednes-
day, January 26 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions
on computer use for beginners will be held on
Tuesdays. Number of participants is limited to
available computers.

Reading and Conversation for ESL Students
- Tuesday, January 25 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is
the instructor for the reading and conversation
ESL classes.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January 25 at
4 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math
club and math tutoring.

Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, January 26
at 3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at
the library. Come and enjoy our feature pres-

entation, which includes free popcorn and
snacks.

Winter Teen Club - Thursday, January 27 at
5 p.m. Members of the Teen Club will be mak-
ing their own photo memory boxes to save all
the good memories from 2010. Everyone is in-
vited to join.

Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, January
27 at 4 p.m. Sign up and participate in Jeop-
ardy games held on Thursdays at the library.
Compete against friends, win prizes and have
fun developing your knowledge skills.

Computer Classes for Advanced Users -
Monday, January 24 at 11 a.m. Adults with
basic computer skills can enhance their com-
puter literacy each Monday at the library. Num-
ber of participants is limited to available
computers. 

Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, Feb-
ruary 10 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Li-
brary Board will be held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,
February 17 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President
Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday, in-
vite all members and volunteers to participate
in the regular monthly meeting and election
meeting of the FHPL.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 

G
lob

al 

Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

officers on duty were tied up
at the bar because of a distur-
bance there.
His comment was picked up

by local media outlets.
That quote and his com-

plaints in a recent council
meeting about the quality of
service from the police and
fire departments raises a se-
ries of questions:
Does Hassan really think

that human life is worth less
than stolen property?
Does Hassan understand

that the police staffing level is
limited by contract and the
city’s budget?
Does he understand that

non-emergency police over-
time has been eliminated per
council directive – a directive
he voted for?
Just where exactly does

Hassan live?
Why would he insist on hav-

ing his wife transported by am-
bulance to a Macomb County
hospital when several Detroit
hospitals are just minutes
away?
Hassan’s entry into the

media spotlight started with
comments he made at last
Tuesdays’ council meeting. In
a lengthy discussion about
whether to apply for a state
loan to stave off the city going
financially broke, Hassan criti-
cized the service of the police
and fire departments and their
costs.
He argued against applying

for a state loan because the
money would end up in the
pockets of police officers and
firefighters. He added that
they have “luxurious” con-
tracts the city can’t afford.
In what could be described

as a rant, Hassan spoke of
two separate incidents. The
first involved a call he made
recently for an ambulance. He
said his wife was feeling dis-

comfort and asked for an am-
bulance, but the Fire Depart-
ment's ambulance was tied
up in a call.
Three private ambulance

service companies were also
tied up in calls. The Fire De-
partment, however, sent fire-
fighters in a fire truck to
Hassan’s house. Hassan said
firefighters examined his wife
and determined that she was
not in a life-threatening condi-
tion.
Hassan had also insisted

that an ambulance take his
wife to St. John’s Hospital in
Macomb County, but he did
not explain why in telling this
story. Eventually, an ambu-
lance crew arrived and upon
examining Hassan’s wife,
found her to have dangerously
low blood pressure and possi-
bly suffering from a stroke, he
said.
According to Fire Chief Steve

Paruk, the private ambulance
that responded took Hassan’s
wife to a Detroit hospital, not
to St. John’s in Macomb
County. Paruk said that fire-
fighters offered to assist Has-
san’s wife into Hassan’s car
prior to the ambulance’s ar-
rival if Hassan thought she
needed immediate attention,
but he declined.
The house that the ambu-

lance was called to was
across the street from the
house Hassan has listed with
the city as his official resi-
dence. It’s unclear if Hassan
had moved since being
elected to office.
As for the break-in incident,

things become less clear.
At the council meeting, Has-

san said a break-in happened
at a house at Mackay and Car-
penter. Police say the com-
plainant in the incident is not
Hassan, but Hassan was the
one who talked with officers

responding.
As soon as the officers ar-

rived, Hassan demanded to
know why it took them so long
to respond and how many offi-
cers were working the shift.
He was told more than once

that there were only four offi-
cers in two patrol cars on duty
and that they were tied up at
the Shadow Bar. He also ques-
tioned why officers could not
take fingerprints.
An unidentified officer can

be heard in the recording
telling Hassan that he and his
partner are not trained to take
finger prints and that officers
who are trained to do so could
not be called to the scene be-
cause non-emergency over-
time had been cancelled. The
officer told Hassan to take up
the matter with the City Coun-
cil.
Hassan sarcastically com-

mented at the council meeting
that the officers were unaware
that he was a councilmember.
Hassan voted with a major-

ity of the council to cancel all
non-emergency overtime a few
weeks ago in an attempt to
stem the city’s deficit spend-
ing.
The officer talking with Has-

san advised him to collect any
items that he thought might
contain fingerprints and to
bring them to the station.
Hassan again questioned

where the officers had been,
and when he was told officers
have been having problems at
the Shadow Bar with fights
and shootings, he said, in a
calm voice, about the bar pa-
trons: “Let them die. Let them
die.”
As an aside during his talk

at the council meeting, Has-
san said he owns a house in
Warren, but he prefers to live
in Hamtramck.
The union president of the

Hamtramck police officers’
union, Jon Bondra, said Has-
san’s comment raises a ques-
tion about his ethics. He said
the council’s ethics rules de-
mand that elected and ap-
pointed officials “shall
maintain the highest stan-
dards of personal integrity,
truthfulness, honesty and fair-
ness in carrying out their pub-
lic duties; avoid any
improprieties in their roles as
public servants including the
appearance of impropriety…”
That requirement, Bondra

said, seems to have been vio-
lated by Hassan.
“How can you be ethical if

you want our officers to allow
them to die at the Shadow
Bar?” Bondra said.

A Review reporter went to
Hassan’s house at 3423
Neibel for a comment. No one
answered the door, and the
house appeared to be vacant,
with advertising circulars
stuffed into the fence and
strewn on the walk leading to
the door.
However, Hassan pulled up

near the house, and immedi-
ately asked what business
The Review reporter had.
Asked about the break-in, Has-
san ordered the reporter to
stop asking questions and
that he would not comment.
After more discussion, Has-

san turned back to his vehicle,
parked on Mackay, and re-
trieved a plastic bag filled with
items. He appeared to be

walking to a house across the
street from the house he has
listed as his residence with
the city.
He confronted the same re-

porter over why he was being
photographed.
“Do you have a problem?”

he asked the reporter.
The reporter: “No, do you?”
Hassan then walked over to

the reporter, stood silent, then
made a brief phone call and
returned to his vehicle. But on
returning to his vehicle, he
turned around and claimed
the reporter made a threat.
In a WXYZ Channel 7 inter-

view, Hassan apologized for
his comment about the
Shadow Bar.

Councilman to bar: ‘Let them die’ Continued from front page

In response to City Coun-
cilmember Mohammed Has-
san’s criticism of the service
he received from the Ham-
tramck Fire Department when
he requested an ambulance,
Fire Chief Steve Paruk sub-
mitted the following account
of what happened to Mayor
Karen Majewski.
Mayor Majewski forwarded

Paruk’s report to the City
Council, city manager and
The Review newspaper. Here
is what Paruk had to say
about the incident:
“The Fire Department re-

ceived a call reporting a
woman with a severe
headache.  Since R1 (our am-
bulance) was on a call at that
time, a fire engine was dis-
patched at 0835 (8:35 a.m.),
arriving on the scene at 0838
(8:38 a.m.).  
“The engine was sent as

we only have one ambulance
on duty at any given time, and
we could not get a private am-
bulance to respond at that
time.  The Fire Department
had contacted Universal,
Medic One and Community
Ambulance, but none of them
were available.  During the
mornings this is often a prob-
lem as the private ambulance
companies are often commit-
ted to transporting individu-
als to appointments, not
responding to emergency
calls.
“At 0844 (8:44 a.m.), Uni-

versal Ambulance notified us
that they had an ambulance
available, which was immedi-
ately dispatched to the resi-
dence.  Universal arrived at

0901 (9:01 a.m.).  Our ambu-
lance arrived back in the city
at 0859, but was not dis-
patched as Universal was al-
ready in route.  Our engine
remained on scene until Uni-
versal arrived.
“The primary reason that

our ambulance was not dis-
patched when it returned to
the city, was that the family
had requested that the pa-
tient be transported to St.
John – Macomb hospital.
Since the patient was not in
immediate distress and was
stable, we attempted to
honor the request.  
We do not transport pa-

tients this distance due to
the need to keep our fire
fighters close by in case of a
serious fire or emergency.
Ambulance staff are also fire
fighters who are needed on
major fires.  Our policy for the
past 20+ years has been that
we transport to Detroit Re-
ceiving, Henry Ford, Hutzel or
Children’s Hospitals, always
the closest hospital depend-
ing on the emergency.  
All are located within 7 min-

utes of Hamtramck, allowing
quick access to the hospi-
tals, and a quick return to
Hamtramck if necessary.  If a
patient requests another hos-
pital, a private ambulance is
called to transport.  
The exception, if the patient

is in distress and/or appears
to need immediate attention
for any reason, the patient is
transported to the closest
hospital regardless of their
request.
“It should be noted that the

fire fighters on scene offered
to help the patient into the
family’s vehicle so that she
could be transported to their
hospital of choice.  The family
refused, opting to wait for the
ambulance.  It should also be
noted that Universal trans-
ported the patient to Detroit
Receiving, the closest hospi-
tal.  The family did not re-
quest that she be
transported to St. Johns –
Macomb at that time.  
“Council Member Hassan

was informed several times
as to the delay in getting a
private ambulance, and why
our ambulance was not avail-
able.  
While he continually asked

why there was no ambulance,
and he was continually in-
formed that the Fire Depart-
ment was doing everything it
could to locate an ambulance
to transport his wife, the fact
remains that she was stable,
did not appear to be in dis-
tress, and we were attempt-
ing to honor the family’s
request to transport her far
outside of our response area.  
“While Council Member

Hassan was not satisfied
with our service, everything
that could be done was done
as quickly as possible, and in
a professional manner.  
Patient safety was the pri-

mary consideration at all
times, and as long as the pa-
tient was stable and was not
in distress, we attempted to
honor the family’s request to
transport her to a location
well outside of our area.”

Fire chief gives his account of Hassan’s
emergency call for an ambulance
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A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

JANUARY 23, 2011 ST. ALBERTUS HISTORIC
CHURCH WILL HAVE A  TRIDENTINE (LATIN)
MASS AT 12:00 P.M. DOORS AT 11:00 A.M.
THE CELEBRANT: FR. M.BORKOWSKI.
CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 
OR JEAN 

(313) 664-0257

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
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By Ian Perrotta
There’s a new project being

stirred up in Hamtramck. It’s
called Diverse(soup)city and
it’s looking to fund your idea.
Diverse(soup)city is the

brainchild of about a dozen
Hamtramckans – all under the
age of 30 – who are interested
in helping develop creative proj-
ects within the city. Essentially,
it is a monthly dinner group
that will vote on how to divide
the money raised by each
night’s $7 entrance fee. Di-
verse(soup)city is modeled
after a similar venture called
Detroit Soup.
The first meeting of Di-

verse(soup)city – named so be-
cause of the diversity found
within Hamtramck – will be
held at Maria’s Comida on
Sunday, Feb. 20 from 6 to 9

p.m., and regular meetings will
be held every third Sunday
thereafter.
In addition to offering a

hearty meal of soup, salad,
bread and dessert, the goal is
to provide a forum for people
to meet and network with other
residents, business owners
and anyone from outside the
community in attendance who
is interested in supporting the
city. And feel free to speak
easy with your fellow diners --
it’s a bring-your-own-beer
event.
For anyone interested in pro-

posing an idea, the parameters
are pretty wide-open. To qualify,
all a project must do is to ben-
efit the city in some way. Fund-
ing for the first micro-grant has
already been secured by a gen-
erous business owner who has

donated money to not only pay
for the project, but also to help
cover the cost of marketing the
idea and spreading the word.
“The community is really

coming together already for
this great event,” says Marie
Pronko, co-owner of Maria’s
Comida and a founding organ-
izer of Diverse(soup)city. “It
has definitely created a lot
more buzz then we anticipated

and we are just getting
started.”

For more information check out
www.diversesoupcity.com. Any-
one interested in submitting
project proposals for micro-grant
funding can submit them to Di-
versesoupcity@gmail.com by the
Friday before each Diverse(soup)
city dinner or in person at
Maria's Comida.

By Charles Sercombe
It’s no secret that Ham-

tramck City Manager Bill
Cooper is asking for the police
and fire unions to agree to con-
tract concessions to ease the
city’s budget deficit.
But for the past few weeks,

police officers have questioned
some financial decisions made
by Cooper.
Officers say several months

ago Cooper offered them a new
health insurance plan that
eliminated co-pays. They say if
the city is so broke, why did
Cooper offer them a better
health plan.
So, what’s the deal?
Cooper has flat out denied

he made such an offer, saying
that the health insurance plan
in question was signed by for-
mer City Manager Don Craw-
ford a month before Cooper
took over.
We asked the police officers’

union president, Jon Bondra,
what went down.
Bondra confirmed that it was

indeed Crawford who made the
change, a change that Craw-
ford undertook without the
union’s permission. The union
subsequently filed an unfair
labor practice grievance.
When Cooper came on

board, he wanted to settle the
grievance, and pointed out to
the union that the new health

plan was actually better than
the previous one, while at the
same time saving the city
money.
Bondra said the union did

take a closer look, agreed it
was a better plan and withdrew
the grievance.
However, it turned out that

the city got some bum advice
on the plan and that it actually
ended up costing more money.
The union is now being asked
to agree to a less expensive
health plan.
Officers also question

Cooper’s ongoing change in
the time frame of when the city
will go broke. Cooper has said
in the past that it would be this

January, and lately he is saying
it will be in March.
“What’s going on? Why does

it keep changing?” Bondra
said.
Cooper told The Review that

the financial picture for the city
is fluid and that it’s hard to pin-
point an exact deadline.
Lastly, officers say that de-

spite Cooper’s claims of ask-
ing to meet with the union, he
has not made a formal request
to the union. Bondra acknowl-
edged, however, that Cooper
has met with the union twice.
Bondra said the union was

asked to agree to cuts but he
said that was turned down.

Police union president dispels some 
rumors among the force        

Have a creative idea, sit down and 
enjoy a bowl of soup 

What is Diverse(soup)city?
SOUP is…
a collaborative situation
a public dinner
a theatrical environment
a platform for performance
a local experiment in micro-funding
a relational hub connecting various creative communities
a forum for critical discussion
an opportunity to support creative people in Hamtramck

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s School Board

has elected to go into a new di-
rection.
The board has changed lead-

ers by deciding not to elect
Titus Walters as president of
the board. Instead, longtime
boardmember Bettie Zwolak
will now serve in that position.
Walters was the board’s first

African-American to serve as
president. He held that posi-
tion for four years.
It’s not immediately clear

why a majority of the board
changed direction, but the

swing vote appeared to be
Dennis Puchalski, who in the
past voted for Walters as pres-
ident.
Puchalski said he has not

had a falling out with Walters.
“I want to give somebody

else a chance to be presi-
dent,” Puchalski said. “They
are all qualified.”
As for Walters, he said “I’d

go to the wall for him.”
Walters said he has no hard

feelings.
“I can’t be upset because

where I’m at, god wants me to

boxer Paul Tchupyk was
crowned Silver Gloves Cham-
pion, and he’s got high hopes
for 106-pound fighter Bilal
Ahmed. But even those who
aren’t trained by Palac can
benefit from his expertise, as
was the case last year when
he volunteered his skills as
corner man for two fighters
whose own corner men failed
to show up.
“If you’re a good boxer, you

can get scholarships and be

paid good money. And besides,
you can travel,” says Palac.
“You can even have a chance
to go to the Olympics and see
the world.”

Think you’ve got what it
takes to fight for Palac? If
you’re interested in learning
more about the Hamtramck
Boxing Club stop by 10012
Jos. Campau at 4 p.m. during
the week. Training sessions are
open to the public and cost
just $5.

Boxing coach has an
eye for picking
Olympic contenders
Continued from front page

School Board elects
new president and
faces year of challenges      

Continued on page 6
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*

*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 1/27/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 1/27/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Drink Specials During Televised
Wings Games!

Join us for a Nice • Clean • Safe • FUN! 
Atmosphere - Become a POST 10 Supporter

Come play new Club Keno 
in our nice, clean clubroom

Karaoke every Fri. & Sat. Nights
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m. 

Hall Rentals and Catering Available

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Wednesdays

FREE 
Pool!
Daily Drink
Specials

By Charles Sercombe
Every second Saturday of the

month, the good folks at Holy
Cross Polish National Catholic
Church open their doors to the
needy.
It’s soup kitchen day, and on

a recent Saturday they were
serving up a heaping bowl of
turkey soup, salad, hot dogs,
milk and coffee. And if you
needed a fresh pair of warm
socks, those were also free for
the taking.
Surprisingly, on this espe-

cially cold January Saturday,
not as many people as usual
showed up. You’d think on
frigid day like this folks would
like a belly of warm food to
fight off the cold.
But that’s how it goes. You

never know who or how many

will show up.
Holy Cross is a unique

church in an area with dozens
of churches and mosques.
Their history is colorful to say
the least.
Starting in the 1890s, a

movement of Roman Catholics
decided to break away from
the Vatican and form their own
version of Catholicism. Need-
less to say, they faced perse-
cution here from the Vatican
faithful.
Besides putting parish mat-

ters directly into the hands of
the parishioners, the Polish
National Catholic Church offers
another even more radical de-
parture: their priests can
marry.
There is interesting history

here at this parish.

By Charles Sercombe
The president of the Ham-

tramck Federation of Teachers
union, Bo Karpinsky, recently
left a telephone message for
The Review, questioning why
the paper is reporting “lies.”
Lies?
This newspaper has left nu-

merous calls for comment by
Karpinsky regarding the public
school district’s attempt to win
contract concessions, but
Karpinsky never returned a
call.
However, this time around he

was willing to talk. And the
question we asked: “What lies,
Bo?”
He questioned where the

paper got the information that
some of his union members
were concerned that he and
the union leadership were not
reporting back to them what
the district administration
wants in terms of concessions.
Karpinsky said he has not

told his membership what the
terms were because there had
been no offers by the district.
The school district is facing a

$4 million deficit, and is at-
tempting to avoid layoffs by
winning contract concessions.
School Superintendent Tom

Niczay said he has asked the
union for wage freezes and to
agree to a less expensive
health insurance plan.
Niczay said Karpinsky told

him the union’s “executive
board” rejected the proposals.
Karpinsky insisted that noth-

ing in writing was given to him.
Niczay said that was not true.
Karpinsky also credited him-

self, speaking in the third per-
son, for saving the district
money in the last year by
agreeing to changes in the co-
pay of the union’s health insur-
ance plan.
“Bo Karpinsky saved the dis-

trict $800,000,” he said.
Niczay said the union indeed

agreed to co-pays, but that was
last year. He said deeper cuts
in the health insurance costs
are needed because those
costs keep escalating.
“The way things are, with the

economy, we need more con-
cessions,” Niczay said.
Karpinsky also questioned

where $2 million of the pro-
jected $4 million deficit went.
The district’s finance direc-

tor, Glenn Pasternak, said the
loss of students has led to a
huge loss of state revenue. He
also said that the district’s
cost for retirements has more
than doubled in the last nine
years.
Add in skyrocketing in-

creases for health insurance,
and the district finds itself
bleeding money.
Pasternak said a cost break-

down of the district’s budget is
available online. He said an
even more detailed report will
be available in the coming
weeks.
Niczay said the district’s

cash flow will hold out until the
end of the school year. 

President of
teachers’ union
says he has no
info to share

Soup kitchen opens its
doors to the community

Characters Always Welcome!

Coming Events
FEBRUARY 15, Tuesday, 7 p.m. – Preserve Our Parks
meets every third Tuesday of the month, at the Senior
Plaza at 2620 Holbrook. For more information, call
Dick Kaleski at (313) 874-2651.

The Holy Cross Polish National Catholic Church opens its doors to
the community by holding a soup kitchen every second Saturday of
the month. 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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Letter from the

Publisher
By John Ulaj

The City of Port Huron is
proposing to eliminate its Po-
lice Department and replace it
with county sheriffs.
The City of Camden, New

Jersey is going to lay off over
300 police officers and fire-
fighters, about half of its total
force.
Both cities are facing crush-

ing financial problems.
Hamtramck is also facing a

budget deficit, and is seeking
contract concessions from the
city’s employee unions –
which includes police and fire.
So far, only the firefighters

have conceded to a minor
wage freeze, which will expire
soon.
If the city does not get con-

cessions, it will likely face pay-
less paydays and force the
state to appoint an emer-

gency financial manager. 
The clock is ticking. 
If police officers and fire-

fighters still refuse to change
over to a less expensive
health insurance plan and
other concessions, who
knows what will happen to
those departments.
Newly elected Gov. Rick Sny-

der has already called for pub-
lic employees to take cuts in
wages and benefits.
It’s not that we are in favor

of these cuts, but the unfortu-
nate truth is public safety
costs are strangling the city.
Hamtramck no longer re-
ceives as much state revenue
sharing and tax collections as
it did several years ago.
And health insurance costs

keep jumping up each year.
Some police officers say

they don’t believe the city be-
cause the city manager keeps
changing the projected date
when the city will become
broke.
We understand there is a

lack of trust here. But the
clock keeps ticking. Time is
running out. The fate of the
police and firefighters jobs,
are in their hands.
Again, it’s not that we have

it in for the cops and firefight-
ers. We feel sorry they are
faced with having to accept
cuts. In a perfect world, we
would pay police officers and
firefighters huge salaries be-
cause of the inherent danger
of their jobs.
But this is far from a perfect

world.
And the clock is ticking.

Time is running out for
unions to save their jobs

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

Readers write … Frank Wal-
lace responded to our inquiry
about the late Stanley The
Madhatter, who grew up in
Hamtramck and recently died
of prostate cancer at the age of
62. Stanley was well known in
the Detroit-Ann Arbor rock and
roll scene.
His real name is Stanley Zil-

lifro, and we asked if anyone re-
membered him from his
Hamtramck days. Frank had
this to share about Stanley:
“I lived on St. Aubin (when

there were still houses there)
and directly behind me was
Stanley Zillifro and his brother
Ray, which was the very first
house next to Metropolitan
Baking Company, before they
tore down most of the block to
add on to their facilities.
“I have not seen him since

High School, and I was sorry to
hear that Stan passed. Stan's
house was on the same lot as
their cousin’s house, Elmer
and Dennis Birkel. Yes, two
homes on one 30-foot wide lot!
Not many like that. One
cousin, Elmer, is a retired Ham-
tramck detective. 
“Stanley also has other

cousins in Hamtramck: John,
Janice and Michael Plevinski.
They had one younger brother
whose name I can't remember
… maybe Jeffery?”
Thanks for sharing, Frank.

And for those who knew Stan-
ley, remember there will be a
memorial for him on Jan. 27 at
the New Dodge Lounge.

Remembering … The Con-
cerned Women of Hamtramck
once again hosted a moving

tribute to Martin Luther King,
Jr. on MLK Day last Monday.
Hamtramck High School stu-
dents put on several perform-
ances.
Below is a photo from the

event. And once again, thank
you Concerned Women of Ham-
tramck.

Raffle … Want to possibly
see a Redwings game for a
mere five bucks? If so, head on
over to Celinas Sports Bar, at
Jos. Campau and Pulaski, this
Friday evening.
The bar is selling $5 raffle

tickets and the lucky winner will
get to go to a Red Wings game.
Proceeds from the raffle go

to Recycled Treasures. At 8
p.m., City Councilmember Cat-
rina Stackpoole will pick the
lucky winner.

KROL
John Leo Krol Jr., 88, died

January 18, 2011.
Mr. Krol was a Hamtramck

resident, and served in the
Army during World War II in the
Pacific Theatre. He was a dec-
orated veteran.
Mr. Krol is survived by his

daughters, Jennie (Douglas
Ling) Chambers, Christine
(William) O’Brien and Rose-
mary (David) Mann; six grand-
children and six
great-grandchildren.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home,
and funeral services will be
held on January 21 at St.
Ladislaus Church.

SYLVESTER
Thomas Sylvester, 76, died

January 15, 2011.
Mr. Sylvester was retired

from the Maintenance Depart-
ment in Joe Louis Arena, and
he served in the Army and
Navy.
He is survived by his daugh-

ters, Toni Sylvester, Kenny Re-
becca Sylvester, Susan Silk
and Evelyn Eilts; sisters, Elaine
Ray, Kathleen Zielinski, Irene
Koss, Gail Naiserowski,
Maryann Weaver and Dolores
Skrzypinski; brothers, Kenny,
Edward, Leonard, Robert, Dave,
Gordy and Eugene; and 13
grandchildren.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home,
and visitation will be January
21 at the funeral home with
scripture service at 6 p.m. A
veteran Honor Guard ritual will
be held at 6:30 p.m.

WOZNIAK
Ann Wozniak, 89, died Janu-

ary 18, 2011.
Mrs. Wozniak was a Ham-

tramck resident and a retired
waitress. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Ted.
Mrs. Wozniak is survived by

her daughters, Elaine A.
(Richard) Gorecki, Patricia
(Michael) Dekun and Dianne
(Jim) Heugh; grandchildren,
Michael, Daniel, Jake, Cameron
and Zack; stepdaughter, Paula
(Ken) Manasterski.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home, with funeral serv-
ices on January 22 at St.
Florian Church. She will be in-
state at 10:15 a.m. with a
Mass at 11 a.m. Visitation will
be January 21, 3-9 p.m. at the
funeral home with prayers at
7:30 p.m.

Fear, fear and more fear -- this
has become the common feeling
around town, and some of us are
probably familiar with the old
thought about the acronym of
F.E.A.R. (False Evidence Appearing
Real). Let’s all face it, bankruptcy
is not a word designed to enhance
business, nor generate wealth. It’s
a word that causes uncertainty
and, yes, fear in the minds of
many.
It’s important to remember that

it was the city of Detroit who de-
cided to withhold over three million
dollars from Hamtramck. It wasn’t
our Mayor, our City Manager, or the
City Council -- it was a situation cre-
ated outside of the city and, fur-
thermore, one that caught
everyone here off guard.
Before I present my solution, I

would like to bring to light that
town hall meetings, like the one
held at the Peoples Community
Center, never problem-solve, but in-
stead tend to create confusion.
They also can end up being a
forum for finger pointing and
blame. The meeting was rife with
discord and, in my opinion, ineffec-
tive. I believe the City Council
should keep a stiff upper lip and
do the right thing: LEAD.
I have a solution that I believe

will work. It is a three-part ap-

proach to solving the city’s finan-
cial fiasco. The solution purposed
here should see us through the
next three years, which are needed
time-wise to win the lawsuit
against Detroit. 
Point #1: In truth, time is our

greatest enemy.  Rest assured De-
troit is well aware of time too, be-
cause, as we say in the real-estate
world, “time is of the essence”.
The longer Detroit can push, the
more vulnerable we are because of
our limited resources to fight. De-
troit also realizes that, if they can
get the city and the unions fighting,
this will cause division that will fur-
ther weaken Hamtramck’s civic in-
frastructure.
This should never be allowed to

become the case.  There is the
analogy of a parable which was
used by Christ in the book of Mark
3:25, where Jesus said, “And if a
house be divided against itself,
that house cannot stand.”  Of
course, if there is continued in-
fighting, we will go spiraling down-
ward into the abyss.  Now is the
time that we must all unify as a city
(the unions, the politicians and the
residents) against Detroit, and
work toward being victorious in
court. If we concede to Detroit,
rest assured it will lead to the cu-
mulative effect of an escalation in

crime, and then to depreciating
home values --  not to mention that
our history as a city will be compro-
mised. 
We can’t afford this. This is why

we must all reach a fair compro-
mise between our city’s own fac-
tions, and share this burden. I may
seem to be the last person who
would suggest raising property
taxes, since I myself own multiple
properties here in Hamtramck, but
keep in mind (as I must, too) that
the city should come first. This is
why the City Council should in-
crease the mills to their legal limit
for the next three years -- which
would cost an average taxpayer
only about a $65 annual increase
during that time -- less than the
cost of a cup of coffee  a week !
Then, after three years, it could be
rescinded, if the lawsuit has been
successful. 
Point #2: Accept the state loan

for three million dollars, at the
nominal interest rate of.05% for
20 years. Plainly stated, we need
this money now in order to keep
this city from going into receiver-
ship.
Point  #3, and most importantly:

I want to make something very
clear here -- that I truly believe we
have among the best  police and

The “No Spin” zone:  My solution to the
city’s financial woes

Continued on page 8



(Editor-at-Large Walter
Wasacz writes a weekly column
on life in Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
Recently, on a sunny late af-

ternoon, I spotted a rare, fas-
cinating scene midway down
the alley between Edwin and
Evaline streets, east of Gal-
lagher.
It was large bird of prey of

some kind, on the ground, giv-
ing something its full attention
at its feet. Or talons, I should
say. This I could see from the
sidewalk. But I wanted to get
closer. And since I had my
camera, I wanted to capture
what this big animal was up
to.

I walked slowly toward the
bird, snow crunching below me
as I stepped. I was afraid I
would startle it. But that was

not the case. It stayed put, oc-
casionally glancing up at me,
but eager to get back to its
business. As I got closer I
could tell it was a hawk, im-
pressive in size, most likely an
adult, clutching what remained
of a pigeon with its talons. It
made frequent stabbing mo-
tions with its beak, coming
back up with bits of flesh and
feathers. 

Though not a sight for the
squeamish, I found this mag-
nificent predator naturally
feeding a thrilling sight. Made
all the more so by the fact that
it was in the heart of this
densely-built urban commu-
nity. It didn't care that I was
there. I crept closer, to within
about 10 feet, and snapped
away. I even got about a
minute of video. The bird

never stopped feeding. 
I've seen hawks in the city

before. I've also seen what
look like Peregrine falcons, but
I've never actually confirmed
that to my satisfaction. Owls
must be here as well, but
those quietly efficient noctur-
nal hunters are incredibly hard
to spot. I'm convinced that
with the population of eagles
in the Great Lakes region on

the rise I'll spot one of those
in my neighborhood one day. A
friend says she's already seen
them just outside the city. 
Why are they here? Why not? 
Winged predators will eat

mammals like moles, squir-
rels, mice and shrews. They
can also eat raccoons, pos-
sum, rabbits, small birds,
ducks, bats and fish, snakes,
lizards, frogs and toads. And,
of course, small unattended
pets. Some fly through as they
migrate to warmer climates;
others remain the year round.  
Keep your eyes open for

wildlife in flight over our
streets and alleys. You might
get a glimpse of something re-
markable, something you
thought you'd never see in
Hamtramck.

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2327 Botsford - $34,900 
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $85,000 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $12,500 NEW PRICE!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 
*9632 Dequindre - $23,000NEW!
3971 Edwin - $24,999 
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $29,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
12081 St. Aubin - $24,900
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop

Clinton Township:
19597 Stafford - $34,000 SOLD!
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 
Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel - $139,900 
Sterling Heights
38122 Jamestown - $39,900 SOLD!
SHORT SALE, 3 BR Condo
Warren:
12885 E. Twelve Mile Rd. - $37,500
SOLD! 
26142 Newport -  $49,900 SOLD!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $179,900 Lake view!  

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield
Twp. Townhouse Condo Near 23
mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st floor laun-
dry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2
BR condo, w/appliances & furni-
ture. $15,000 Cash Only - PRICE
REDUCED!

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2
BR, Basement, Needs Work
$18,000 PRICE REDUCED!

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck -
Attention Investors! 2 well-main-
tained single-family homes on
one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $24,900 - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bed-
room Income Bungalow, Living
Room, Dining Room, Full Base-
ment $32,900

49254 Shady Glen, Chester-
field Twp. - “Bank Owned” De-
tached Condo 3 Bedrooms, 1½
baths, 2 car garage, $99,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck -
Completely renovated with cus-
tom designer touches through-
out. 3 BR, built-in appliances,
basement, garage. Must see to
appreciate. $56,000 - PRICE
REDUCED!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6
bedroom, 2-family home in
need of repair. Full basement,
garage, $24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3
Bedroom, 1-½ Bath, Full Brick
Ranch. Finished Basement, 2
Car Attached Garage $79,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!
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Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel
$139,900 

be,” he said. 
Walters said he does not

know why the board changed
direction, but offered that it
might have something to do
with a past encounter he had
with the president of the teach-
ers’ union, Bo Karpinsky.
Details of the incident have

not been made public, but ac-
cording to sources Walters
made a non-physical threat to
Karpinsky. The matter turned
into a unfair labor practice
grievance.
Details of the incident and

the result of a grievance hear-
ing are expected to be made
public in the coming weeks.
Walters described himself

and Karpinsky as “two alpha
males,” and that they have ex-
changed fighting words in the
past. He said that in the ex-
change that lead to a grievance
hearing, he would take back
only one thing he had said.
He declined to say what it

was that he said.
Karpinsky said he did not

know what Walters was refer-
ring to, but also said the griev-
ance is still “ongoing.”
Walters said not serving as

president will now free up his
time and allow him to concen-
trate on opening a restaurant
in Hamtramck. Walters is plan-
ning to open a soul food
restaurant on the ground floor

of a four-story building on Jos.
Campau and Belmont.
He said the restaurant,

slated to be called “Flavor,”
should be open within three
months. 
In the meantime, the board

will have its hands full this
year. The district is facing a $4
million budget deficit, and un-
less the teachers’ union
agrees to contract concessions
in the coming months, layoffs
will be needed.
The district already plans to

end leasing the former St.
Ladislaus Parish’s elementary
school at the end of this
school year to save money.
Students at Dickinson West El-
ementary School will be trans-
ferred into other schools within
the district.
The district has been steadily

losing students over the past
several years to area charter
schools and other school dis-
tricts. That has resulted in the
loss of millions of dollars in
state revenue aid.
The school board will also

have to deal with newly-elected
Gov. Rick Snyder’s call for
school districts to merge serv-
ices. Just what exactly Snyder
means by that is unclear.
Snyder has also talked about

wage and benefit cuts for
teachers and public employ-
ees.

School Board elects
new president and
faces year of challenges
Continued from page 3      

But in recent weeks, the bar
has returned to a hip-hop for-
mat on Sunday nights. City
Manager Bill Cooper said the
bar owners informed him of the
change, and that the city is
“monitoring” the situation.
“They have kept us in-

formed,” Cooper said of the
bar’s owners.
Cooper said there has only

been one night of trouble. He
said the night of Hassan’s in-

cident, officers were needed to
keep any eye on a very large
crowd waiting to get inside the
bar.
Cooper said there were no

reports of trouble that night.
He warned that if trouble

arises, or if there is another
shooting, “there’s going to be
a problem.”
“The safety of residents

comes first,” Cooper said.

City keeping tabs
on troubled bar
Continued from front page

Street Life
Look, up in the sky, it’s a … 
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11413 Jos. Campau. Living
room, sleeping room, kitchen,
bathroom, no animals (pets),
ideal for student or single per-
son, downtown Hamtramck,
great for artist, free heat and
water, 313-402-4488. 1/28

2 Br., appliances, freshly
painted, new carpet, 313-
220-8961. 2/11

Beautiful spacious, updated
2 Br. upper flat on St. Aubin
St., $575/month + 1 month
security deposit, laundry ac-
cess, separate utilities, 313-
850-5379. 1/21

Nice flat, 3 Br. lower, pets OK,
close to school and library,
ready to move in, $600/
month + $600 sec deposit,
313-875-2459, 248-854-
0091. 1/28

Upper 2 Br. w/appliances,
nice area, $350/month + de-
posit, 313-882-2188. 2/11

Upper 2-1/2 Br., new carpet,
remodeled, $450/month +
security, 586-747-3400. 1/28

Casmere St., 2 Br., living, din-
ing, gas and electricity sepa-
rate, washer - dryer,
586-873-8510. 1/28

2 Br. lower, $575/month +
$575 sec. deposit, water +
heat included, adults pre-
ferred, no pets, references
needed, 313-874-1442,
leave message. 1/21

2 Br. upper, on Caniff,
$450/month, includes water
and basic cable, no pets,
586-531-9722, 313-418-
8791. 1/21

Hamtramck, 1 + 2 Br. apart-
ments, from $375 and up, no
pets, 248-321-8661. 1/28

Hamtramck studio apartments,
good location, immediate occu-
pancy, 248-229-4295, 248-
229-4297. 1/28

Upper, 2 Br., remodeled,
kitchen, new windows, stove-
fridge, $550/month, includes
water, 313-530-1695. 1/28

3259 Lehman, 2 Br. upper, no
pets, stove-fridge, washer-
dryer, Section 8 OK, $380/
month, 586-354-5343. 1/28

Danforth St., 2 Br. flat,
$450/month + security de-
posit, nice and clean, Section
8 OK, 313-712-6021. 1/28

3 Br., on Caniff near Jos.
Campau, all utilities included,
$800/month. Single rooms
also available in same build-
ing, $350/month, 313-332-
4954. 1/28

Beautiful 3 Br. lower, hard-
wood floors, washer-dryer in
basement, $550/month,
586-484-7466. 1/28
1 Br. upper, stove - refrigera-
tor, water + heat included,
$400/month + $400 secu-
rity, 586-939-7118. 1/28

Hamtramck, 2242 Hewitt,
lower unit, 2 bedroom,

$650/month + deposit, all
utilities included, 586-588-
1227. 1/28

Beautifully remodeled 3 Br.
upper, $550/month + 1 Br. ,
$395/month, utilities not in-
cluded, Section 8 OK, credit
check, 313-590-1000. 2/11

Detroit-Hamtramck area, 2 Br.
lower, garage, appliances, air,
large fenced yard, utilities in-
cluded, Section 8 OK,
$650/month, 248-894-0131.
1/28

Hamtramck, 2 Br., 5-room
flat, lower, seniors or working
couple preferred, no pets,
$500/month + deposit, 586-
294-7111. 2/4

Hamtramck, Belmont St., 1
Br. upper, 1 living room,
kitchen, bath, very nice, call
after 11 a.m., 313-368-9326.
2/4

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper, very
clean, $475/month + secu-
rity + references, 248-214-
9573. 2/4

2300 Whalen St., 2 Br. upper,
living room, dining, kitchen,
next to Middle School, clean,
Section 8 welcome, 586-806-
5312, 586-354-6270. 2/4

Single room, kitchen priv-
eleges, quiet neighborhood,
313-220-8961. 2/11

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 1/28

Hamtramck 12020 St. Aubin,
4 Br., single-family house, full
basement, huge attic,
$655/month, water included,
313-516-1053. 1/28

Hamtramck, Lumpkin near
Carpenter, 2 Br., call before 8
p.m. 734-654-8681. 2/4

Single family, 4 rooms, new
paint and carpet, prime loca-
tion, 12062 Mitchell St.,
Hamtramck, $600/month,
313-368-1097, 313-484-
1097. 1/21

Upstairs flat for rent, kitchen,
living room, 2 Br., clean, fridge
and stove, 313-378-6229. 1/21

3 + 5 Br. single family house
with option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 1/28

Hamtramck, single-family, 2
Br., garage, full basement,
very clean, security + refer-
ences, $550/month, 248-
214-9573. 2/4

12611 Gallagher, 2 Br., living
room, dining, kitchen, full
basement, for more info cal
Shek 586-806-4488. 1/21

McNichols and Conant area,
2 Br., 1 bath, central air, high
efficiency furnace, new win-
dows, new kitchen, $25,000
or best, 313-595-0268. 2/4

Opportunity to make Big
Cash!! 12819 Conant (at
Charles) – Fully-stocked re-
sale store, ready to take over
and includes many items to
sel. Also comes with sepa-
rate 1 Br. living space with full
basement, private parking,
pets OK. $800/month. Nego-
tiable. Could separate but
prefer to rent all to same per-
son, 313-205-8749. 1/21

Hamtramck landlord seeks
entrepreneurs to rent space
in a 45x11, 2-story building
with full basement in the
heart of town, if you feel up
putting the dynamic back into
Hamtramck, call Jack for ap-
pointment to checkout 9525
Jos. Campau. Elevator to all
three levels, 248-931-9731.
2/11

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise
or reject any classified advertise-
ment.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

ROOM 

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

Hamtramck
Rentals

2 Br. upper, washer-
dryer, remodeled 

and clean
Call Julie at 

(313) 570-4242

Deadline for 
classifieds

for next week is
WEDNESDAY at Noon

$15 for one week
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks
(313) 874-2100

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 
bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

HOUSE 

FOR SALE

SIDING

Cleaning lady wanted, Polish
speaking preferred.  Call 586
943-4721.

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

It’s said that whatever happens
to Detroit, so goes Hamtramck. If
you were to rely solely on the
local mainstream media, you’d
think Detroit is no more than a
crime-infested wasteland. Well,
we’re here to say that isn’t so.
Our friends over at modeldme-
dia.com and metromode.com
have been reporting on fascinat-

ing development projects for the
past few years.
With their permission, here is a

round-up of their reports from the
past week:
The Detroit Riverwalk is much-

loved but non-contiguous. Cur-
rently, it stretches for about a
mile from Joe Louis Arena to Ri-
vard St. and then picks up again

at Joseph Campau for another
three-quarters of a mile to Mt. El-
liott. Soon, those stretches
could be joined with a recent
funding announcement from the
Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund (MNRTF).
Some $34.4 million has been

pledged to the Riverwalk for land
acquisition that will connect the
two segments to each other, ex-
pand Milliken State Park and
construct a path along the
Uniroyal site that currently di-

vides the walkway from the De-
troit Riverfront Conservancy's
Gabriel Richard Park at the foot
of the MacArthur Bridge to Belle
Isle.
A portion of the money is

pegged for redevelopment of the
Globe Building ($9 million) and a
0.7-mile extension of the De-
quindre Cut north to Mack Ave.
($375,000 for land acquisition).
The MNRTF Board of Trustees

recommended a total of 117
recreation projects and land ac-

quisitions totaling $102 million
be funded in 2011, the largest
grant award since the fund was
created in 1976, and Detroit's
riverfront came away with a not-
insignificant slice of the pie.
"The Riverwalk has enough ac-
complishments on the ground to
show that it is working and that
the project is ready to receive
the funding," says Nancy Krupi-
arz of the Michigan Trails and
Greenways Alliance, an organiza-
tion that advocates for a

statewide system of trails and
greenways.
Other Detroit parks saw some

love as well: Balduck on the east
side and Southwest's Patton
each garnered $500,000 to-
wards improvements.
The Trust Fund recommenda-

tions require the approval of the
state legislature for the funds to
be disbursed; that could happen
as early as spring 2011, says
Krupiarz.

Writer: Kelli B. Kavanaugh

Metro news …

Hamtramck taxi cab, busi-
ness-ready, $5,000, 313-
422-5064. 1/21

Call (313) 874-2100 to place your ad!

HOUSE 

FOR RENT
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why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
Lym
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
y

Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Where your child is our 
#1 priority.

12845 Conant
Detroit

(313) 368-KIDS

Enrolling Children Ages
2-1/2 - 5 years old

Hours:
Mon-Fri
7am-6pm

Used Arcade
Games! 
Coin - 

Operated

One Coin - 
Operated

Pepsi Cola
Machine

By Ian Perrotta
Normally, when the words

"accident" and "gas station"
come together to make news,
it doesn't have a happy end-
ing. Fortunately, that's not
the case for the gas sta-
tion/convenience store at
Holbrook and Conant.
On Saturday (Jan. 15), the

Marathon station celebrated
its grand re-opening with a
low key ceremony to com-
memorate the occasion. The
gas station, located in
Yazan's Plaza, has been
closed since April of last year,
when a sudden power surge
fried the building's electrical
components.
The problem began when

the power company shut off
service to the wrong address,
accidentally disconnecting
electricity to the gas station.
Things only got worse when
they returned to reconnect
the power but made a wrong
connection.
That wrong connection ap-

parently caused the electric-
ity to "cross arc," sending a
power surge throughout the
building and rendering all
electrical appliances – gas
pumps, coolers, drink dis-
pensers, televisions, signs

and much more – useless.
Now, after nine months

and over $420,000 in reno-
vation costs, the station is
back in business. Although
those costs are being paid
for by an insurance company,
the business is still seeking
to recover lost income during
its down time. 
None of that really seemed

to matter on Saturday, how-
ever. The day was all smiles
for owner Yazan Musleh. As
he greeted friends, family and
business associates into his
store, Musleh, a Hamtramck
resident, proudly showed off
the newly renovated interior.
Also on hand was a tasty
spread of food from the Sul-
tan Al-Kabob, a restaurant
that recently opened on the
corner opposite of Yazan's
Plaza.
Though the gas pumps

couldn't be turned on until
Monday (Jan. 17) because of
a pending final inspection by
the state, the added delay
didn't seem to bother Musleh
at all. He was just happy that
the ordeal was over.
"It's already been nine

months, what's a few days
more?" he said. "I'm just
glad to be back in business."

Gardener’s    
Corner …

By Kathleen Wojcinski
The saddest thing about

Christmas being over is see-
ing naked, empty Christmas
trees tossed unloved into the
alley trash.
What once gave such

beauty and joy to a family for
a brief time, now lies in a pile
of snow and debris. Please,
there is another life for these
despondent pines. Drag them
into your yard to be reincar-
nated with dignity to a few
more months of happiness for
wildlife.
Tuck it upright in a corner

against a fence where it can
be used by birds for shelter.
Hang popcorn strings and
Christmas cookies, unwanted
fruitcake chunks, burnt toast,
orange and apple slices. 
Roll pinecones in peanut

butter, then dip in birdseed.
String cheerios to garland the
branches, and watch the post-
holiday feast disappear. Even-
tuality, the needles will dry to
be collected as mulch.
In spring, you can discard

the branches, or leave a
brush pile for nature. So, help
a tree feel happy again!

Yazan's Plaza celebrates 
grand re-opening

Used Arcade
Games! 
Coin -

Operated

One Coin -
Operated

Pepsi Cola
Machine

Patrons celebrate the grand re-opening of Yazan's Plaza with a tasty
spread of food from the Sultan Al-Kabob. 

fire departments in the state. They
are most professional, and have a
desire to do well and see the city
prosper. One example would be
that, for a typical emergency call
to either department, the re-
sponse is normally unimpeach-
able --- often less than two
minutes. Regrettably, I have to
state the argument here that the
police and fire must consider TEM-
PORARILY giving up their Blue
Cross and Blue Shield health
plans, to go with a cheaper ver-
sion such as an HMO. This alone
could save the city over a million

dollars per year. Keep in mind
that, after emerging victorious
from the three- year legal battle
with Detroit, the unions should
then go back to the bargaining
table and renegotiate their bene-
fits.
In conclusion, not to reach such

an internal compromise would, I
feel, be tantamount to dismantling
the city, and “killing the goose. “

What do YOU think?  Feel free to
email me at julaj@thehamtramck-
review.com with your thoughts.

The “No Spin” zone:  My solution to the
city’s financial woes   Cont. from page 5

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm


