
By Ian Perrotta
We continue this week with a

look back at the second half of
2012.

JULY
At a Town Hall Meeting, much

was discussed but little was ac-
complished. 
Called by City Councilmember

Robert Zwolak in response to the
city's proposed budget reduction
plan, the meeting was a chance
to for the public to air their
thoughts on the matter in a forum
other than a city council meeting.
About two dozen residents
showed up, though only a few
took the opportunity to voice their
concerns.
The meeting began with a pres-

entation by Acting City Manager
Erik Tungate who outlined the pro-
posed deficit elimination plan. Ac-
cording to Tungate, the plan had
four main objectives: Comply with
Public Act 140 of 1971, serve as
a prerequisite for a state loan, re-
duce the city budget by $3.5 mil-
lion, and prevent the city from
being taken over by an emer-
gency financial manager.
Among the ways the city

planned to bring in money were
several options described by Tun-
gate as "revenue enhance-
ments" and counter-described by
the public as "taxes." In his con-
clusion, Tungate stated that
though the task ahead is difficult,
the decisions contained within
the plan were necessary in order
for the city to survive. 
"The plan reflects difficult

choices but puts the city on a
positive long-term path," he said. 
Yemen is a country with a rich

cultural history, and on Sunday,
July 1 it was all on display when
the first annual "Yemeni Cultural
Day" was held People’s Commu-
nity Services. 
The event, hosted by the

Yemeni American Committee,
sought to educate the community
about the history and culture of

the Yemeni people, many of
whom live in the city of Ham-
tramck. 
"We think it's very important

that these types of events hap-
pen on a frequent basis," said an
organizer of the event. "It's im-
portant that we learn about our
culture, see things, and show our-
selves off."

The revolving door of Ham-
tramck city managers kept spin-
ning when -- in a somewhat
unexpected turn of events -- for-
mer Acting City Manager Erik Tun-
gate resigned from his position
and was replaced by then-current
Finance Director Nevrus Nazarko.
Tungate had been hired three
months previously after the coun-
cil abruptly fired City Manager Bill
Cooper. 
"We are at a crossroads as a

city, financially, and there is a lot
involved," said Nazarko upon ac-
cepting the job. "No one in the
right mind would want [this job]."
Hamtramck’s newest school

boardmember had a familiar face
when former Boardmember Alan
Shulgon was selected to replace
Elizabeth Zwolak after she an-
nounced her resignation.
It wasn’t an easy choice for

Boardmembers Titus Walter,

Yvonne Myrick, Hedy Shulgon and
Magdalena Srodek (Boardmem-
ber Eric Burkman was absent).
Walters and Srodek were con-
cerned about Alan being ap-
pointed since he is married to
Hedy Shulgon.
“Don’t hold it against him that

we’re married,” she said in refer-
ence to her husband. “I am a

very independent person, believe
me.”
Nasr Hussain was the first to

recommend Shulgon over the
other two candidates, retired
Hamtramck school teacher Den-
nis Lukas and Darla Swint.
“He’s the most experienced,

and he’s been on the board be-
fore,” Hussain said.
A joint funeral was held at the

Masjidun-Nur Mosque for three
young Hamtramck men who died
in a car accident early Monday
morning near Niagara Falls.  An
estimated 2,000-2,500 packed
the Caniff Ave. mosque, and the
area outside in the parking lot, for
prayers.
A little after midnight on a Sun-

day going into Monday, an 87-
year-old man who been driving his
SUV eight miles the wrong way on
I-190 smashed into the Toyota
Camry the Hamtramck men were

travelling in. Instantly killed were
Shofiul Alom, 20, and 21-year-
olds Rezwan Chowdhury and
Nazim Khan. 
The driver, Burhanur Rahman,

22 was taken to Erie County Med-
ical Center in Buffalo where he
was listed in critical condition. Po-
lice said it appeared one or both
of the cars tried to dodge the
other. 
Chowdhury worked as a

cashier at Bonoful Sweets & Cafe
for the past year. Khan worked at
NYX in Livonia for the past seven
months, according to a co-worker.
Alom arrived from Bangladesh a
week previously to visit his father,
Shahjan Miah, who was on life
support from an unrelated car ac-
cident. 
Nazmul Hassan, chairman of

the Bangladeshi American Demo-
cratic Caucus in Michigan, said

he was heartbroken by the news
in a mass e-mail to Bangladeshi-
Americans.

“I ask our community people
to keep the departed ones and
the families who lost their loved
ones in their prayers,” said Has-
san.
Hamtramck’s Labor Day Festi-

val was confirmed for 2012 -- with
strings attached. 

There were still a lot of financial
details to work out, but City Coun-
cilmembers Cathie Gordon and
Robert Zwolak said the city would
take over finding money to hold
the yearly festival. That meant
the city’s Downtown Development
Authority was no longer in charge
of the event.
Councilmember Gordon said

saving this year’s festival was
more about “restructuring.” She
said the festival needed to be
shrunk down and have a smaller
drinking area set up to cut down
on the number of police officers
needed.
Hamtramck sort of lost one of

its most unique restaurants when
after four-and-a-half years of oper-
ation the Pronko family closed
Maria’s Comida in favor of con-
centrating on the manufacture of
their salsas and other items.

“The closing of the restaurant
will give us more time for re-
search and development. We cur-
rently have five salsas out at the
moment and our Asian-inspired
barbecue sauce," said business
co-owner Marie Pronko. “Within a
year, we also hope to be produc-
ing our Honey-Lime Salad Dress-
ing, as well as some soups,
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longs to somewhere in
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Did you know that next
Thursday (Jan. 10) is
“Save the Eagles Day”?
Since this is the first

week of a new year, let’s
kick it off with an obser-
vance of our national
symbol, the American
Bald Eagle.
It just so happens that

Hamtramck is also get-
ting a new mural that
prominently features an
eagle. Check out the
work in progress at Jos.
Campau and Goodson.
The mural replaces

one that stirred up con-
troversy.
Now, who doesn’t like

an eagle?

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212
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We accept most insurance.
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Second half of 2012 had plenty of highlights

LB.

Reward Card for
FREE WASH Print from one 

from our website

The city went through a number of acting city managers, in-
cluding former Finance Director Nevrus Nazarko, who re-
signed and took a new job in Novi.

Once again, the annual Hamtramck Labor Day Festival was
a smashing success. It even earned a small profit this year.



maybe. My dad (Executive Chef
Alan Pronko) has all these recipes
in his head. We’ll experiment with
more flavors for the salsas, too.” 
To some it was art, and to oth-

ers it was an insult. But either
way, Hamtramck’s most controver-
sial mural was seriously trashed.
At some point in late July, some-

one flung paint on part of a mural
that is on a city-owned building at
Jos. Campau and Goodson. The
mural had been the center of de-
bate for several weeks, with some
residents calling for its removal
and others saying the city should
keep it.
The mural depicted six cartoon

characters carrying a coffin, which
is apparently a statement on the
death of street art. The mural was
part of a larger city-wide art proj-
ect that invited internationally-
known street artists to create
murals throughout town.
Only the Goodson street mural

caused protest among some.
Mickey Pokoj lead the charge to
remove the mural on the grounds
that its image of death is an insult
to the city.
Jason Friedmann, the city’s Di-

rector of Community & Economic
Development and the point per-
son for the city in the mural proj-
ect, said the defacement is a
crime against city property. 
“If anything, it made the build-

ing look worse,” he said.

AUGUST
Hamtramck got a little bit more

historic -- or, at least, a little more
recognized for being so. All thanks
to the efforts of a few caring local
folk, Hamtramck Stadium made
its way onto the National Register
of Historic Places.
The impetus for the project was

an article that appeared in The
Review that caught the eye of
local resident Scott Collins, a
planning commission member.
After hearing the city’s debate
about possibly tearing the struc-
ture down, he said that the sta-

dium was still in pretty good
shape and that it wouldn’t take
much to fix it back up.
After a few more articles, Gary

Gillette (a Detroiter who once
wrote for ESPN Insider) contacted
the paper and quickly became a
champion of the project. He went
to a council meeting armed with
facts, maps and the like and ex-
plained to the council what made
him believe the stadium was one
of only five remaining home fields
where the Negro Leagues had ac-
tually played.
A Grandstands Committee was

formed, and after months of work
the 21-page federal application
form, which was processed
through the National Park Service
of the Department of the Interior,
was finally submitted. After a few
weeks of waiting to hear back,
word finally came down from the
top that the application had
passed.
The good news was that some

sections of the city were getting

new gas lines, and because of the
work required to install the lines,
new sidewalks would also be cre-
ated. The bad news was that for
a few weeks, some residents
wouldn't be able to park on their
street.
Actually, it was worse than that.

People in the affected areas,
which included Evaline and Ye-
mans from Jos. Campau to the
freeway, were howling mad.
“They (DTE Energy) just bull-

dozed their way through the
blocks without any consideration
to residents,” said Hedy Shulgon.
She added that residents were

given just one week’s notice of
the project.
“You don’t give people just a

week’s notice,” Shulgon said.
The city’s Director of Public

Works, Steve Shaya, said al-
though he knew it would be a
major inconvenience, “the work
[had] to be done.”
To lighten the pain, parking reg-

ulations near the affected areas
were lifted, and some parking me-
ters on the side streets near Jos.
Campau were covered up to allow
for free parking. Unfortunately, as
you will see later in the year the
sidewalk issue took months to re-
solve.
Hamtramck candidates struck

out in their quests for higher of-
fice when Councilmembers Cathie
Gordon, Tom Jankowski, Robert
Zwolak and Mohammed Hassan
all lost in the 2010 Primary Elec-
tion.
Gordon and Jankowski were

seeking to oust Wayne County

Commissioner Martha Scott from
her position, but Scott easily beat
out her field of contenders with
42 percent of the vote.
In the wide-open State Rep.

race, Hassan managed to win
Hamtramck (with 584 votes).
Zwolak came in second with 301
votes.
There appeared to be a scandal

brewing in city hall -- or maybe not,
depending on how some pay-
ments to contractors could be ex-
plained.
At a mid-August city council

meeting, a heated discussion was
held on an audit review of work in-
voices submitted by contractors
which revealed $56,835 couldn't
be properly documented.
A financial auditing company,

Stout Risius Ross, Inc., submitted
a report to the council showing
that out of $190,653 paid out to
contractors, only $133,819 could
be matched with proper billings
and invoices. The biggest unex-
plained cost, of $36,602, went to
a contractor called Platinum.
The auditing company, SRR,

said that the discrepancies were
caused by four things: "Authoriza-
tion for work not properly docu-
mented with Work Order per
Contract; Insufficient detail on in-
voice to determine work done and
rate charged; Services billed at
amounts inconsistent with con-
tract; Services performed without
an executed contract."
Just the act of agreeing to ac-

cept SRR’s report erupted into a
debate. Councilmember Cathie
Gordon insisted that the council
should not officially accept the re-
port because in doing so it may
open the city up to a defamation
lawsuit.
City Attorney James Allen,

whose law firm the Allen Brothers
was one of the four contractors in-
cluded in SRR’s review, repeatedly
said the report was already a pub-
lic document that anyone can
have access to.
Still, Gordon insisted on not ac-

cepting the report until the con-
tractors and department heads
have a chance to respond to the
findings.
“If we don’t treat contractors

with respect, no one will want to
come here,” Gordon said.
Councilmember Robert Zwolak

agreed, saying the report impli-
cates employees and manage-
ment.
“It just doesn’t smell right,” he

said.
Mayor Karen Majewski said she

was “amazed” that there was a
discussion on whether to accept
the report. She said the council
should be more concerned about
what’s in the report instead of
“shooting the messenger.”
Acting City Manager Nevrus

Nazarko said he was waiting to
hear an explanation on the billing.
He did question the number of
times snow plowing and salting
were performed considering the

previous year's mild weather.
You may have noticed more day-

time activity coming from your
Muslim neighbors after Sunday,
August 19. The day marked the
end of the Islamic holy month of
Ramadan, during which observers
fasted from sun-up to sundown. 
To commemorate Eid Il-Fitr –

which means “festivity of break-
ing the fast” and is commonly re-
ferred to as just “Eid” – the local
Muslim community celebrated

with a day at the park. But it was-
n't just an ordinary walk through
it  -- a full carnival was set up in
the outfield of historic Hamtramck
Stadium, and for just $5 kids

could have unlimited rides.
Three down, how many more to

go?
Just four weeks into the job,

Acting City Manager Nevrus
Nazarko submitted his resigna-
tion. He said the search for a per-
manent city manger went on too
long and that he needed to con-
centrate on his job as finance di-
rector.
He was the third person in this

This week at the library...
Story Time for Children - Saturday, January

5, at 11 a.m. Join your friends at the library
for a reading of a children’s story. This week
it is Snow Day Celebration.

ESL Class with Christine Templin - Saturday,
January 5 at noon. Intermediate ESL class
conducted by Christine Templin, free to the
public.

Make’n’Take Crafts - Tuesday, January 8, at
4 p.m. All children are invited to our arts and
crafts workshop.

Math Kangaroo Club - Tuesday, January 8 at
3:30 p.m. Learn math in a fun way, and pre-
pare for the annual international math contest
while improving your grades in school.

Financial Activist Club - Tuesday, January 8
at 5 p.m. Hamtramck residents of all ages are
invited to join the financial workshops, de-
signed to expand your knowledge of budgeting
and investing. Registration is required.

ESL Conversation Class - Tuesday, January
8 at 4 p.m. Ms. Trisa conducts English Con-
versation classes each Tuesday night. Free of
charge to Hamtramck residents.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Wednes-
day, January 9 at 11 a.m. Learn basic com-
puter skill and how to navigate the Internet or
use email. Registration is required, space is
limited.

Movie Night - Thursday, January 10 at 4 p.m.
All children are invited to a movie and pop-
corn. This week’s feature to be announced.

Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, Jan-
uary 10 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Li-
brary Board will be held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

ESL Class with Latisha Edge - Friday, January
11 at 3 p.m. Intermediate ESL class con-
ducted by Latisha Edge, free to the public.

Toddler Time at the Library - Monday, Janu-
ary 14 at 11 a.m. Join us for story time, arts
& crafts, games and other fun activities. This
week we will celebrate the holiday season.
(Children must be accompanied by an adult.)

Family Game Night - Thursday, January 17
at 4 p.m. Everyone is invited to participate in
games and contests during family night. This
week it is checkers night.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,
January 18 at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy
Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday invite all
members and volunteers to participate in the
regular monthly meeting.

Special Thanks for Donations: Mr. Donald
D. Crawford, past City Manager of Ham-
tramck, donated a collection of 32 new books
on December 29, 2012 invoiced at over
$650.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050,
or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where 

you can also access our online catalog. 

A HUD High Performer

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual
Kitchens

• Income Based
Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 
Security

• Recreation
Areas

• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

All parties interested 
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are advised
to register their business as a Section 3 
qualified business at www.hud.gov:

• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact the
Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

Hamtramck Senior Plaza
2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
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Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
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Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
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Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Hafiz • 586-222-7400
9632 Conant • Hamtramck
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MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck
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Residents complained that they received little advance notice
of a major gas line replacement program that resulted in
many sidewalk slabs being torn up and streets getting
blocked off.

The grandstands in Veterans Park received historic designa-
tion by making its way into the National Register of Historic
Places. The grandstands were part of the stadium where the
Detroit Stars of the Negro National League played their home
games at.



position to either be outright fired,
forced-out or just plain quit in the
last five months. Nazarko had
been praised for his work until the
last council meeting, when he ex-
perienced some sharp question-
ing on a few decisions he has
made.
That appeared to have caught

him off guard. After the meeting,
he said, he decided to go back to
his regular job as finance director,
a job that he had continued to ful-
fill while being city manager.
“The job involves a lot to do,”

he told The Review in regard to
the city manager’s role.
“I’m still shorthanded on the fi-

nances side, and the search is
taking a lot longer than I thought.
I cannot do both jobs.”
The sixth annual Hamtramck

Hustle, sponsored by the Dead
Last Car Club, may have hit the
turning point of being a very small-
scale car show to a full-blown
party.  But it was no ordinary clas-

sic car show -- most of the cars
were what some might think of as
old rust buckets.
For kicks, organizers held a car-

buretor cover race, which are car-
buretor covers put on wheels.
There was a homemade raised
slot that the carbs were placed
on, and down they went. Hey, it’s
a diversion.
For many of the guys and gals,

this is more than just a car show

– it’s a way of life. The guys,
dressed in jeans and boots with
greased back hair, were a throw-
back to the greasers of the
1950s. The gals were dressed
something like Betty Page.
The city got a new Acting City

Manager but it continued to run
into the same old problem -- in-
fighting.
Though newly-appointed Acting

City Manager Kyle Tertzag insisted
that someone other than the city
attorney negotiate employment
terms with him, the council’s res-
olution to hire Tertzag included
having Allen negotiate the con-
tract.
Tertzag told the city council that

he considers himself a “good
friend” of City Attorney James
Allen and that it might be “unto-
ward” to have Allen work out his
contract.
Councilmember Robert Zwolak

said he is concerned that there
might be a conflict of interest

since Tertzag is now Allen’s boss.
“I’ll be watching to see if he

makes an issue that’s question-
able,” Zwolak said. “But I’m will-
ing to give him a chance, see
what he does.”

SEPTEMBER
Perhaps the hippie dude

summed it up best about this
year’s Hamtramck Labor Day Fes-

tival:
“Hamtramck is the best city in

Detroit.”
This year’s festival barely hap-

pened at all, but the volunteers who
agreed to pull it together at the last

minute did a Herculean job.
The weather behaved too, al-

though cloudy skies from Hurri-
cane Isaac did threaten to open
up and rain here and there. Oth-
erwise it was a sunny and gor-
geous weekend.
The day after the festival -- as if

on cue -- a much needed down-
pour finally let loose, and helped
wash Jos. Campau from the built
up beer slosh and barbecue
grease. But although the festival
had just finished, there was still
more work to be done.
“We’ll be starting to plan next

year’s festival next week,” said co-
organizer Konrad Maziarz.
Mayor Karen Majewski gave her

seventh State of the City Address,
and once again it was a long list
outlining the city’s challenges and
successes.
Though Mayor Majewski said

she wouldn't tear up during this
year’s State of the City Address, it
only took a few minutes into her
speech before she had to dry her
eyes.
Once again, Majewski stressed

that Hamtramck’s greatest
strength is its ethnic diversity.
However, she went one step fur-
ther in describing the city’s unique
characteristic.
“We are all here because we

love this crazy place, our own
sweet little village,” Majewski
said. “Let’s remember that deeply
emotional, even inexplicable at-
tachment to this little piece of
earth we share; let’s remember
that it can unite us as easily as
divide us; let’s remember that it
is, like Hamtramck itself, our com-
mon ground.”
City officials agreed on a finan-

cial plan to fix the city’s budget for
the next three years, but the
budget came with a price for prop-
erty owners. The city council
agreed to a budget deficit elimina-
tion plan that included a small
property tax increase of 1.89
mills.
That millage will last only three

years and will generate about
$325,000 per year. The money
will be earmarked to pay a lawsuit
filed years ago by police and fire-
fighter pensioners. 
Finance Director Nevrus

Nazarko came up with the plan,
and he said that after three years
the city will still continue making
payments at least for the next 15
years or so. The tax money will
lighten the city’s general fund

load, but it will not end the city’s
obligation to pay the lawsuit set-
tlement.
Councilmember Cathie Gordon

argued against the tax, saying res-
idents are also struggling finan-
cially.
“We can’t keep going to the

same well,” she said.
Gordon suggested that instead

of a tax, the city should impose a
service fee on non-profit organiza-
tions, which would also include
churches and mosques.
Nazarko said that for the aver-

age homeowner, the extra tax will
cost only $35 per year.
“It’s a small price to pay,” he

said.
Councilmember Tom Jankowski

agreed, saying that the city cannot
possibly afford to pay huge law-
suit settlements.
“We, the taxpayers have to pay

for these lawsuits,” he said.
The city got a new insurance

policy, but only at the expense of
a high deductable. In 2011 about
20-25 people claimed they were
injured tripping over sidewalks
that should have been replaced a
long time ago.
The lawsuits were one of the

contributing factors in making it
nearly impossible to find an insur-
ance company that was willing to
provide coverage to the city, said
the city’s insurance agent, Deb
Elkins.
“We’re going to need to work on

the sidewalks,” Elkins said.
Even though the city did man-

age to snag an insurance plan,
the deductibles were raised to the
point where there really is barely
any insurance coverage.
For example, the city will be on

the hook for the first $100,000 in
all lawsuits, including slip and
falls. Say a police car gets in a
bad accident? The city is respon-
sible for covering the first

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
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• Fresh Donuts
• Fresh Coffee
• Iced Coffee
• Fresh Burek
• Cakes
• Fresh Bagels

- Cream Cheese
- Egg & Cheese

• Croissant
- Egg & Cheese 

• Ice Cream
• Ice Cream

Cones
• Nachos

Thursday Special

1 Dozen Donuts
$600

1/2 Dozen
$400

11300 Conant (at Caniff)
Hamtramck

313-368-9214

Hours: Mon-Sat 
4:30am-9pm
Sun 7am-7pm

Free
Wi-Fi

Second half of 2012 had plenty of highlights
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n Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

n Veneers & White 
Fillings

n Surgical Removal of
Wisdom Teeth

n Crowns & Bridges
n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, 
Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
Please Visit our Website
www.dentistsamibilani.com
for the Weekly Dental Nutrition Blog

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday
10am-7pm  

Friday - Saturday 
10am-2pm

NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 

Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
(Zoom) Call 
for Details!

• Free Wi-Fi
• Free Parking
• Well-Lit Parking Lot
• Brand-Name Selection of
Laundry Supplies

• Bright, Comfortable & Clean
Student Study Area

• Snacks & Soda
• Video Games
• Self-Service
• Drop-off Laundry
• Commercial Accounts
• Big-Load Washers
• Family-Sized Washers
• High-Efficiency Dryers
• Knowledgeable Attendants

Open 7 Days a Week
9am-10pm Last Load

4475 Second St. Between Prentis & Canfield • Detroit
www.CityCenterCoinLaundry.com

313.285.8113

FREE SOAP
TUESDAYS!

With this coupon.

Our Lady Queen of Apostles

www.queenofapostlesparish.org

Has it been awhile since you or someone you know 
has been to Church? Would you or they like to learn more

about the Catholic Church as it is today?

“Catholics Returning Home.”
— No charge to attend —

The six sessions are held each Wednesday, 
Beginning Jan. 16 through February 20th.

All sessions begin Wednesdays at 5:45 pm and end at 7:00 pm.

All sessions will be held at 
Our Lady Queen of Apostles Convent

3891 Prescott • Hamtramck
Please call 313.891.1520 
to register before January 7, 2013.

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor

313-365-5191 • www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Sunday English Holy Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Soup Kitchen 2nd Sat. of the Month 2-4 p.m.

Jan. 12 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.
Jan. 18 - Peter’s Chair at Antioch Holy Mass 10 a.m.
Jan. 20 - Christmas dinner following 9 a.m. Mass

Jan. 22 - Holy Mass for people on prayer list, 7 p.m.
Jan. 25 - Feast of Conversion of St. Paul Mass 10 a.m.

Feb 2 - Solemnity of Presentation of the 
Lord Holy Mass 9 a.m.

— Everyone is  Welcome to Worship with US —

Mayor Karen Majewski gave her State of the City Address in
September.

Rat rods and custom cars ruled Veterans Park during the
Hamtramck Hustle.



$10,000 in repair costs. 
If something happens to any of

the city’s buildings, the city is on
the hook for the first $100,000 of
the claim. City officials better
hope Mother Nature doesn’t hit
the city with a fierce storm, or
massive flooding.
Nearly a year after the stabbing

death of Joseph King, no charges
were filed against the four sus-
pects. King was killed in October
2011 after encountering the sus-
pects late at night two blocks
from Small’s Bar on Conant. The
suspects had been in the bar.
Detective John Aiello, who was

in charge of the investigation, said
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice declined to press charges.
King, 24, reportedly got into a
knife fight with the suspects and
was found with his throat slit. The
suspects also had knife wounds.
According to sources, the sus-

pects said that King instigated
the fight and they were forced to
defend themselves, although in-
vestigators initially thought the
death was a hate crime because
King was black and the suspects
are white.
There was no evidence to sup-

port that theory, police later said.
The exodus in city hall contin-

ued.
First there was Acting City Man-

ager Erik Tungate who resigned --
OK, maybe he was forced out by
some on city council -- then City
Clerk Ed Norris announced he
was leaving.
Tungate wound up as Oak

Park’s new city manager, and Nor-
ris also headed to that city to be-
come its new city clerk.

Added to the list of recently-de-
parted employees was Finance
Director Nevrus Nazarko, who had
been with the city for 14 years.
Nazarko left the city with what

city councilmembers agreed was
a good budget plan to ride out the
next three years, when, hopefully
things will take a turn for the bet-
ter.
But, even after three years, the

city will face a budget deficit.
Nazarko touched on that in his

resignation letter.
“While I realize that there are

some tough times ahead for the
city, in financial terms, there is
nothing that this hard-working,
blue-collar town can’t overcome,”
he said.
“At the end of the day, the Ham-

tramck that I know will emerge
stronger, leaner and ready to write
yet another chapter in its rich his-
tory.”
Hamtramck’s newest storefront

isn’t exactly a chip off the old
block. Rather, it’s more of an indi-
cation of what the city’s future has
to offer.
Chiipss – a skate shop located

at 10229 Jos. Campau – was the
latest in a string of businesses to
open at the hands of an entrepre-
neurial young person. And as
more Millennials follow the lead
of people like Chiipss owner Pat
Miller, 26, the city can only stand
to benefit.
“To be honest, before opening

up I had no familiarity with Ham-
tramck,” he says, despite being a
lifelong resident of metro Detroit.
“It wasn’t until I went to Ham-
tramck from Corktown that I real-
ized where exactly it was located.

And then, after spending some
time here, I saw how cool it really
was.”
The new location is much larger

than the last one, a fact Miller il-
lustrated by comparing the old
store's size to the half-pipe lo-
cated inside the new store.

That's right – after you pick up
your shoes, T-shirts, decks,
trucks, custom screen printed de-
signs and whatever else you
need, you can test everything out
right in the store. And while you're
there you can see the new fa-
cade, a simple yet effective mural
of a skateboarder done courtesy
of local artist Jay Croft.
"We keep it loose,” says Miller.
Here’s something we can all

celebrate, even if you kind of al-
ready did that during Labor Day
weekend. But what the heck, let’s
crack open a beer anyway.
What’s all the fuss about? The

Hamtramck Labor Day Festival
made a nice little profit of
$4,546. 
Considering the festival was put

together at basically the last
minute – OK, there were several
weeks to organize after the DDA
bailed out and Shannon Lowell
and Konrad Maziarz agreed to or-
ganize the festival – that’s an
amazing accomplishment.
By the numbers, festival ex-

penses amounted to $81,476
and revenues totaled $86,022.
On a Friday afternoon and

evening in late September, you
might have thought there was a
crazy street party happening on
Jos. Campau.
Oh wait, there was. Hamtramck

took part in the worldwide art
movement to celebrate parks and
creativity by holding a PARK(ing)
celebration.
It was basically a highfalutin

sounding way to say, hey creative
folks, you can occupy a street
parking space and do your thing.
In Hamtramck, that resulted in

musicians holding jam sessions,
a mini art gallery being set up, a
reading room and a one-hole mini
golf court.
Adjacent to this happening was

the introduction of Hamtramck’s
dog park, held in an empty lot
near Belmont.
She wasn't bitten by a radioac-

tive spider nor does the yellow
sun allow her to fly, but Ham-
tramck High School Principal Re-
becca Westrate is still a
superhero.
After just three years in the

school district, Westrate was
named General Motors School
Superhero for the month of Sep-
tember by the GM Foundation,
the United Way for Southeastern
Michigan and B.L.A.C. Detroit
magazine.  She is the award’s
first recipient. 
The honor -- bestowed upon ed-

ucators who have a positive im-
pact on the lives of their students
and who exemplify the profes-
sionalism and commitment that
define a School Superhero  --
stems from the Network of Excel-
lence program, which was cre-
ated to increase graduation rates
and better prepare students for
higher learning and advanced ca-
reers.

“High-performing students are
supported by adults that provide
two things: opportunities to grow
through experiences and the ac-
countability to stay on track,” said
Westrate.  
“When the system is set up to

ensure both of those measures
are in place students can flourish
and the school finds success.”

OCTOBER
It had been in the works for

years, and now it’s becoming a re-
ality: Hamtramck will have bike
lanes throughout the city.
At least that’s the plan accord-

ing to Community & Economic De-
velopment Director Jason
Freidmann. After several ups-and-
downs for the project, the lanes
were finally ready for the construc-
tion phase.
Well, almost. First, a consultant

must upgrade the previous plan
(created in 2010 as part of the
city’s Master Plan) to comply with
new Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) specifica-
tions.  Once that has been com-
pleted the project should be good
to go.
If you’re wondering why the

process took so long, the answer
is money. Originally the city was
promised $50,000 for the proj-
ect, but cuts in state aid reduced
that amount to just $5,000. With-
out that money – which was sup-
posed to match another state
grant – the venture couldn’t move
forward.
“There are a lot of benefits –

both tangible and intangible – to
having bike lanes in the city,” says
Friedmann. “And I hope Ham-
tramck will experience them all.”
For the past four years, the city

relied on one company to plow
and salt emergency route streets
when it snowed, and to do lot
clean-ups.
Since August of 2008, that

service had cost over $1.8 mil-
lion, according to financial records
kept by the city and obtained by
The Review through a Freedom of
Information Act request.
Shaya has since produced doc-

umentation to the council that
outlined what work was per-
formed.
However, Acting City Manager

Tertzag is recommending the city
break the contract with Platinum
and two other contractors, and
rebid the work out.

The city council will have to
agree to that recommendation.
Mayor Karen Majewski said she
agrees with Tertzag.
A review of the bills submitted

by Platinum Landscaping, which is
based in West Bloomfield, was
eye-opening.
For example, when the com-

pany first came on board in 2008
and 2009, the company charged
the city $22,000 to plow and salt
key city streets for each snowfall.
That price came down in recent

years to about $12,000 for each
snowfall.
Cutting and clearing lots also

came with a high price tag. For ex-
ample, a lot at 3142 Caniff cost
$2,286 to cut and clean in 2008.
Over at 3973 Belmont of the

same year, the cost of cutting and
clearing that lot was $3,965.
At that time, Steve Shaya, the

city’s Director of Public Services,
was employed with the company.
He became Director of Public
Services last February.
The Review asked him to ex-

plain the costs for the services,
but Shaya declined to comment.
He said questions about Platinum
should go to Acting City Manager
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11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Thanks to All Who Patronized 
POST 10 Over 2012

Our Veterans Appreciate Your Participation In Our Events

A Special Thanks to All That Donated
to Toys for Tots

Come Down and Watch
The Football Playoffs on Our Wide Screen TVs

Fish Fry Coming Soon

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK

The City of Hamtramck is holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 8, 2013
at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers on the 2nd Floor of City Hall, 3401
Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212, to receive comments from the public on the fol-
lowing proposed resolution:

A RESOLUTION TO RENAME A PORTION OF CANIFF STREET TO
REVEREND JOSEPH R. JORDAN STREET

The public is invited to attend and comment on the resolution during the Public
Hearing or to make written comments on or before January 8, 2013.  Written
comments should be made to the attention of the City Clerk, 3401 Evaline, Ham-
tramck, MI  48212. A complete copy of the resolution is available in the Ham-
tramck City Clerk’s Office.

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters 
Always 

Welcome!

The Holidays Might
 Be Over

But The Fun Goes O
n at Jean’s Bar!

ALWAYS A BLAST!

Monday DOLLAR BE
ER

Wednesday FREE POO
L

KARAOKE
THURSDAYS & FRIDA

YS
FEATURING

MR D. AKA SAM DA’ MAN
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Kyle Tertzag.
Tertzag said he could not com-

ment on the matter because he
was not here when the contract
was OK’d.
He said he does not have expe-

rience in his past roles as city
councilmember in Allen Park or
city administrator of Woodhaven
with private contractors doing the
work of public works depart-
ments.
“I have no way to make compar-

isons,” Tertzag said.
The talk of the town in early Oc-

tober was about the layoff of 12
firefighters -- nearly half of the de-
partment.
According to media reports, fire-

fighters accused city officials of
playing politics because the fire-
fighters’ union and city couldn't
come to an agreement on con-
tract concessions.
(William Diamond, the president

of the firefighters’ union, did not re-
turn a call to The Review for com-
ment.)
City officials were tight-lipped

about the layoffs, and Mayor
Karen Majewski would only say
that the city was ready to “sit
down with them anytime.”
Acting City Manager Kyle

Tertzag said firefighters should
not be surprised. He said firefight-
ers were issued layoff notices last
June.
But the layoffs aren’t just about

the city’s ongoing financial crisis.
The layoff notices were issued to
qualify for a federal grant, called
“SAFER,” that will pay the salaries
of firefighters for two years.
The grant is being made avail-

able to financially-struggling cities.
Just a week after laying off 12

firefighters, the city called all of
them back.
That’s because the city was

awarded a federal SAFER (Staffing
for Adequate Fire & Emergency
Response) grant that will pay for
the salaries of firefighters for two
years.
Firefighters had claimed the

grant was worth $3.1 million, but
they failed to realize that was the
maximum amount that could be
awarded. Acting City Manager Kyle
Tertzag said the grant only covers
the city’s actual cost, which is
closer to $2.25 million.
No matter -- the grant will go a

long way in reducing the city’s pro-
jected $3.5 million budget deficit
by next summer. However, Tertzag
told The Review that there is one
catch: The grant is not handed

out in one lump sum. Instead, the
city will get reimbursed for each of
its payrolls to the firefighters.
Not everyone on city council

was on board with the grant. At a
special meeting on Monday, three
councilmembers, Robert Zwolak,
Mohammed Hassan and Abdul Al-
gazali, voted against it.
That forced Mayor Karen Ma-

jewski to break the 3-3 tie by vot-
ing for the grant.
Hassan said he voted against

the grant because “after two
years, what are you going to do?”
Zwolak said he opposed ac-

cepting the grant because he and
his council colleagues had an
agreement to not accept the grant
unless firefighters agreed to con-
tract concessions.
“That’s what we agreed to do,”

he said.
October's “Operation School

Bell” was a ringing success when
the Assistance League of South-
eastern Michigan (ALSM) came to
town to distribute new clothing to
students. It was the third time in

as many years that the ALSM vis-
ited Hamtramck. 

Just like in years past, each
child received two pairs of pants,
two shirts, underwear, socks, hy-
giene items, a book, a winter coat
with hat and gloves and a $15
shoe voucher – all stuffed into a
duffel bag. The only difference
this year is that one set of cloth-
ing was a new school uniform.
Altogether there were 80 volun-

teers on hand to manage the
store, which serviced about 300
kids from the district’s three ele-
mentary schools. Each bag con-
tained about $85 worth of goods.
“Wow, this is great!” said one

child. “It looks just like a store –
but everything is free!”
After five years, local resale

shop Recycled Treasures was still
going strong. Or, rather, it finally
was.
Either way, the store celebrated

its anniversary with a private party
for friends and family. In addition
to better-than-usual pricing on
items, a smattering of wine and
cheese was also laid out for at-
tendees to enjoy.
For any small non-profit, five

years in business is a big mile-
stone, and Recycled Treasures is
no exception. Most businesses
don’t make it past the first year,
and year five is usually consid-
ered the benchmark for whether-
or-not a company will be
successful.
Catrina Stackpoole, Director of

Recycled Treasures, said that the
first few years were pretty rough.
Several times she had pay for ex-
penses out of her own pocket,
and even now she has only been
able to pay herself just once –

and that didn’t happen until this
year.
Still, Stackpoole is happy with

where the store is at now. She
continues to be able to fulfill her
mission of helping to provide high-
quality second-hand items at a
low cost, and in doing so is also
able to give away items like beds
and appliances to those truly in
need.

“I’d like to keep open as long
as possible,” says Stackpoole,
“and help as many people as we
can.”
After The Review published the

invoices submitted by city contrac-
tor Platinum Landscaping we ran

into Hamtramck Director of Public
Works Steve Shaya in city hall. He
said in an angry tone: “Why don’t
you print Jim Allen’s and C.P.I.’s in-
voices?”
Shaya is a former employee of

Platinum, and he now supervises
the work of Platinum and signs off

on the bills that the company sub-
mits to the city.
We thought that was a good

idea about publishing Allen’s and
C.P.I.’s bills, so we submitted a
Freedom of Information Act re-
quest for the bills of C.P.I. and an-
other contractor, ADR.
ADR provides computer and IT

support for the city.
All four of those contractors, in-

cluding City Attorney Jim Allen,
were the subject of a review by a
private financial forensics com-
pany that former Acting City Man-
ager Erik Tungate hired in an
effort to find ways to save money.
We didn’t submit a Freedom of

Information Act request for Jim
Allen’s law firm, the Allen Broth-
ers, because we did that last
April. Jim Allen denied the request
on the grounds that it is protected
material.
Allen said at the time the in-

voices come under attorney-client
privilege, and that revealing the in-

voices could jeopardize pending
legal matters.
After about only two weeks from

when the city council asked the
FBI to investigate the invoices of
contractors, agents from the fed-
eral bureau were in city hall.
Acting City Manager Kyle

Tertzag, who suggested to the
council that the FBI should be in-
vited, confirmed that he had been
talking to agents. He declined to
elaborate on what the agents
were looking at.
The request for the FBI came a

few weeks after a private financial
auditing  company, SRR, was
brought in to review some in-
voices from four of the city’s larger
contractors.
In one case, SRR said the city

actually had no contract with a
company called ADR, which pro-
vides internet and IT support serv-
ices. SRR did not suggest there
was any sign of wrongdoing.
The campaign over state ballot

proposal 2 was heating up as the
Nov. 6 election neared.
The proposal would guarantee

the right of collective bargaining
by making it part of the state con-
stitution. Supporters and oppo-
nents of the proposal bombarded
the airwaves with commercials.

In an effort to drum up support
for the measure, Hamtramck pub-
lic school teachers, along with
UAW members, hit the streets to
drum up awareness. Holding
signs and chanting slogans, they
walked down Caniff and down Jos.
Campau.
“If this doesn’t pass, things like

class size will go through the
roof,” said Hamtramck High
School teacher Toni Coral. “We
have to protect our rights.”
On Saturday, October 20 Ham-

tramck turned into one giant art
gallery.
About two-dozen artists were

featured in the one-day affair,
which took place in nearly 20 dif-
ferent locations. In addition to a
variety of murals, sculptures,
paintings and other visual works
of art, a number of musicians ser-
enaded the city from.
Also on the agenda was a

guided walk with the artists. Par-
ticipants on the walk were able to
contribute photos and stories to
an online show about Ham-
tramck. 
If a few Volts can help jumpstart

the economy, then there is good
news for Hamtramck. General Mo-
tors – which produces the Chevro-
let Malibu and Volt at its
Detroit-Hamtramck Assembly
Plant – announced it would be
adding another shift to the plant.
According to Hamtramck Com-

munity and Economic Develop-
ment Director Jason Friedmann,
this new shift will add an addi-
tional 400-600 jobs to the facility.
Currently the plant employs about
1200 people.
But the good news doesn’t end

there. Friedmann, who met with
GM officials several times in the
last few months of the year, also
said that the company would like
to get its employees more in-
volved in the community surround-
ing the Detroit-Hamtramck plant.
Though nothing yet has been

made official, early ideas include
the creation of a co-op program
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It’s a new year, but so
far, we’ve seen the same
old, same old from our
city council.
We’re speaking of the

council’s collective inabil-
ity to make a decision
about a budget deficit
elimination plan. At a re-
cent special council meet-
ing, the complaint about
the latest plan was that it
contained too many
“what-ifs.”
Well guess what? Any

city budget plan is based,
to some degree, on pro-
jected revenue that may
or may not come in.

That’s just how things are
when it comes to munici-
pal finances.
If the council continues

to delay adopting a plan
the city will simply run out
of money.
What it really comes

down to is that no one
wants to make hard deci-
sions. Any budget plan is
going to contain an in-
crease in taxes or fees.
There is no way around
that.
But some on council

who have expectations to
remain in public office
see that as political sui-

cide.
In the meantime, no one

has given Acting City Man-
ager Kyle Tertzag any
meaningful suggestions
on what cuts and/or rev-
enue increases he should
propose.
Instead, this council

keeps rejecting one pro-
posal after another.
That’s not leadership.

Any councilmember who
wants to be re-elected
better realize that running
on a record of doing noth-
ing and allowing the city
to go into bankruptcy
won’t win an election.

Council’s indecision on budget
plan shows lack of leadership

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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BUCKAY
Joseph R. Buckay, 86, died De-

cember 28, 2012.
Mr. Buckay was retired from

the City of Hamtramck, and was
also employed by Greyhound.
Mr. Buckay was a veteran of the
U.S. Navy and served during
World War II. He was also a
member of the V.F.W.
Mr. Buckay was predeceased

by his wife, Marge and his
brother, Victor.  He is survived by
his sons, Ronald and Thomas.
Funeral services were January

3, at St. Florian Church with bur-
ial at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.
Arrangements were made by Ju-
rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home.

LOOTENS
Shirley R. Lootens, 89, died

January 1, 2013.
Mrs. Lootens was a retired

school crossing guard for the
Hamtramck School District.
Mrs. Lootens was prede-

ceased by her husband, Marvin.

She is survived by many
cousins.
Visitation is Friday, January 4,

from 2 – 8 p.m. at Krot Funeral
Home. Instate January 5, 9 a.m.,
at St. Bonaventure Church (Ca-
puchin Monastery). Burial will be
at Oakview Cemetery in Royal
Oak.

NESTEROWICH
Bernadine “Bonnie” Nes-

terowich, 70, died December 29,
2012.
Mrs. Nesterowich was retired

from the State of Michigan and
was a generous supporter of an-
imal rights groups. She was a
member of the Altar Society, M-
K Society, and the secretary of
SPUNIA at Holy Cross Church.
Mrs. Nesterowich was the

beloved sister of Gregory
(Theresa); loving aunt of Robert
(Milena), Paul (Dawn), and Dawn
(Steve) Doerr; cherished niece of
Victoria Dow. She is also sur-
vived by numerous great nieces,

nephews, and cousins. 
Funeral services were Thurs-

day, January 3, at Holy Cross Pol-
ish National Catholic Church with
interment at Forest Lawn Ceme-
tery. Donations can be made in
Bonnie’s name to the Michigan
Humane Society.

PIERCSINSKI
Julius L. Piercsinski, 79, died

January 2, 2013.
Mr. Piercsinski was retired

from Ford Motor Company.
Mr. Piercsinski  is survived by

his wife, Geraldine; son, Kenneth
(Barbara); grandsons, Nicholas
and Matthew; great grandchil-
dren, Logan, Andrew and Quinn;
nieces, Audrey Nowakowski and
Charlene Kijek; great nieces,
Megan and Amber.
Visitation is Friday, January 4,

from 1 – 9 p.m., at the Ju-
rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home. In-
state Saturday at 10 a.m. until
time of the Funeral Mass at
10:30 a.m., at St. Florian
Catholic Church. Interment will
be at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.     

Hamtramck Public School teachers paraded through town in
support of a state constitutional amendment that would have
protected collective bargaining. As it turned out, voters re-
jected the proposal in the November General Election.

Hamtramck school kids were treated to free clothing in Oc-
tober.



with Hamtramck Public Schools
and possible incentives for em-
ployees to live in Hamtramck. You
might also soon see GM employ-
ees mentoring and volunteering in
the community.
Essentially, GM seems to recog-

nize the importance of being a
good corporate neighbor. Recently
the GM foundation awarded
$10,000 to Friends of Historical
Hamtramck for their museum,
and in the future the company
would like to directly invest in the
neighborhoods surrounding the
plant.
“We have discussed a lot of

projects,” said Freidmann. “The
HamTram Shuttle, the city’s plans
for bike lanes and trails – even
creating a business/high tech in-
cubator. Right now there are a lot
of possibilities.”
It had been 25 years since

Pope John Paul II visited Ham-
tramck, but on the afternoon of
Sunday, October 21 about four
dozen members of the church
gathered at the cathedral’s steps
to meet for a Rosary procession
down Jos. Campau to Pope Park.
Carrying crosses, flags and

banners while singing Catholic
hymns, the group recreated a por-
tion of the Pope’s route when he
came to town on Sept. 18, 1987.
Once at Pope Park, Reverend

Miroslaw Frankowski performed
an evening Mass to the crowd,
which by that time had grown con-
siderably larger.
The event was just one of many

that St. Florian Church had
planned for the month of October,
which was Polish Heritage Month. 

NOVEMBER
If you're a resident with a busi-

ness idea, then you've got a
friend at Friendship House.
In October, the local non-profit

launched the CONNECT resource
center. CONNECT provides a vari-
ety of opportunities to help entre-
preneurs advance and develop
their business idea.
Among its many services, CON-

NECT offers planning assistance

and support, local mentorship, re-
ferrals for other business serv-
ices and small loans of up to
$1,000. Funding for the loans
comes from Comerica Bank.
"We're at the bottom of the lad-

der," says CONNECT coordinator
Sam Young. "But hopefully we can
help people climb a few rungs."
Once again, Hamtramck made

history.
The downtown district on Jos.

Campau – from Lehman (one
street south of Holbrook) to Pu-
laski (four streets north of Caniff)
– was officially placed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
Eighty out of 130 total buildings

in the 14-block strip were deter-
mined to have enough historic sig-
nificance to contribute to the
district's designation. It is the
city's second designation of this
type, with the area surrounding
St. Florian Church being the other.
“The National Register does not

put any kind of burden for restora-
tion on property owners and does
not add requirements for historic
review,” said historian Rebecca
Binno Savage. “Hamtramck has
many historic buildings that
should be designated.”
Throw together cold, rainy

weather, eight different kinds of
soup, Polish folk dancers and a
rockin’ polka band and what do
you get?
It doesn’t matter what kind of

weather it is, it’s a Hamtramck
party.
St. Florian’s first-ever Soup Fes-

tival was smashing success when
hundreds of parishioners and
party lovers turned out for the all-
day event.
Besides hearty soups, the

parish dished up Polish favorites.
Looks like this festival will be a
bookend to St. Florian’s spring
Strawberry Festival.
Hungry at 3 a.m.? Ham-

tramck's newest eatery can help
fill the void in your stomach.
In November, L. George's Coney

Island officially opened its doors
to the public at the former Clock
Restaurant space. Family-owned

and operated by the father-and-
son team of Vaselj (Vasso) and
Tony Lucaj, the restaurant offers
an assortment of items traditional
to a Coney Island menu.
However, the similarities be-

tween L. George's and other
Coney Islands end there. Immedi-
ately upon walking into the refur-
bished dining area -- complete
with a new counter and spiffy
neon sign -- it is apparent that L.
George's is a different breed.
"The biggest difference be-

tween us and other places is our
cleanliness, customer service,

and overall organization," says
Tony Lucaj. "Everything is hand-
made and home-made. We take a
lot of pride in our work here."
Should there be a Recreation

Commission in Hamtramck?

That’s a question the Ham-
tramck Public School Board
began pondering after it was real-
ized the commission had met only
twice so far this year and the
terms of three of its six members
expired about a year ago.
The school board met in a spe-

cial session to consider a resolu-
tion to disband the commission,

which caught some off guard.
Recreation Director Craig Daniels
questioned the suddenness of
the proposal without prior discus-
sion.
“How did we get to the point of

disbanding the commission?” he
said.
Boardmember Titus Walters

agreed.
“This is a gross overreach,” he

said of the resolution.
Boardmember Magdalena

Srodek said that the commission
essentially disbanded itself by not
meeting for several months.
District Superintendent Tom

Niczay mentioned the behavior of
Dave Olko, who was the commis-
sion chairman until his term ex-
pired.
Niczay objected to Olko pointing

at him and making remarks while
the board was talking. He asked
that Olko be told to leave if he
continued.
When Olko was asked by Board

President Yvonne Myrick if he had
anything to say, Olko declined,
saying that he would only have
“negative” things to say.
He then said: “I take my hat out

of the ring. I will not deal with
these people.”
He then left the meeting. 
Before Nov.3 most people had

never heard of Frontier Interna-
tional Academy. It only took 90

minutes to change that.
The school's unranked soccer

team stunned No. 8 Grand
Rapids Covenant Christian, beat-
ing the Chargers 3-2 in the Divi-
sion 4 final to become state
champions. It was only the third
year Frontier International has
participated in the sport. 
With an impressive run like

that, it's safe to say the upstart
team from Hamtramck will not go
unnoticed next year. The squad
will remain mostly intact -- only
four members will be lost to grad-
uation -- and according to Frontier
International Athletic Director Mo-
hammed Alasanai, the JV team is
full of talent.
"We had a great season this

year," said Alasanai. "And we ex-
pect to be competitive next sea-
son, too."
In a sudden announcement,

Hamtramck Public Schools Su-
perintendent Tom Niczay submit-
ted his resignation. In a letter to
the board, Niczay said it was
time for a “lifestyle” change
after serving in the district for 35
years.
His contract runs until Dec. 6

of 2013. Niczay said he gave the
early heads-up so the board can
begin its search for his replace-
ment.
“The process can take several

Continued on page 7

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

leanneconger@gmail.com
WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM

Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on
these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

Multi-Family Homes:

2627 Botsford - $74,900

2700 Commor - $26,900 NEW PRICE!

Single Family Homes

2679 Zinow - $29,900 NEW!

2393 Burger - $34,900 NEW PRICE!

12140 Nagel - $14,900 

6192 Selkirk - $29,900 NEW PRICE!

20442 Hull - $24,900 

12284 McDougall - $9,900

5117 Belmont - $8,500 - LC Available

2669 Botsford - $55,000 

2663 Botsford - $55,000

9632 Dequindre - $15,000 NEW PRICE!

Diamond Realty & Associates

Office (810) 375-2500
Cell (586) 214-4663

COMING SOON!
2667 Commor

Banke Owned

Royal Oak

2931 Rochester Rd. $94,900 

Highland Park

20171 Derby - $12,900

Detroit

5805 Marseilles - $14,900 

3849 Gaylord - $14,900

20290 Syracuse - $20,000 NEW!

Commercial Property

8320 Conant - $650k LEASE OPTION $1,950/Mo.

800 7 Mile Rd. - $34,900 NEW PRICE!

Vacant Land

12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $59,900  

O’Catalina, Almont - $32,900

Mussey Twp.

13690 Kaufman - $74,900 PENDING!

Warren

8311 Toepfer - $19,900 PENDING!

11455 Sherman - $24,900 NEW!

Utica

12230 Noonan Ct - condo - $124,900 PENDING!

Fraser

31659 Fraser Dr. - $19,900 PENDING!

Dryden

6220 Hall - $222,200 PENDING!

Rentals

11685 Sobieski - $700/mo. Inc. water, SF,

LR, DR, 2 BR, Bsmt & Garage NEW

PRICE!

Upcoming Listings

2667 Commor - Hamtramck

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Short Sale/REO Specialist 
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FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

� � � �

   

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

11758 Gallagher
Hamtramck

Very Large, 3 Bedroom
home with extra side-
lot. Living Room, Dining
Room, Kitchen, Ceramic
Bath, Full-Length Base-
ment, Expansion Attic,
2-Car Block Garage

w/Opener
$49,000

Price Reduced!

3448-50 Holbrook-
Hamtramck

2-Family home, 4 Bedrooms,
Full Basement, Separate

Utilities $39,900

8609 Jos. Campau-Hamtramck
4,200 sq. ft. Commercial Building
with Living Quarters Upstairs. Full
basement, 2 ½ car garage. Former
home of Kopytko Meat Market.
$149,900 Price Reduced!
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SOLD

SOLD
John Ulaj Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Bar For Sale
$148,000

Includes everything. 
9735 Conant, Bar in turn-key
operation. Excellent location.

Includes liquor license.

2 Family House for
Sale $18,500 
3186 Trowbridge  

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

HUD Certified

Second half of 2012 had plenty of highlights Continued from page 5

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

The good folks at PLAV Post 10 treated veterans to a hearty
Thanksgiving meal.



months, or even a year, and of
course I will remain on the job
until a replacement can be
found,” he said in his letter.
Niczay started out in the district

as a teacher and rose to the level

of principal at Holbrook Elemen-
tary School and then Dickinson
East Elementary School.
He had a loyal following among

parents, and among those in the
know he was considered one of
the best principals the district
had.
What would it take to balance

the city’s budget?
According to Acting City Man-

ager Kyle Tertzag, a 20 percent
across-the-board wage and bene-
fit cut for all city employees and
retirees is the magic number to
wipe away the city’s financial
woes. 
And just what are the chances

of employees and pensioners
agreeing to that reduction? You
probably have a better chance
winning the lottery before that
happens.
Councilmember Cathie Gordon

conceded that at this point there
is little that can be done.
“We’re in limbo,” she said
There are a few fresh faces in

Hamtramck's Police Department.
Just call them “The God Squad.”
Police Chief Max Garbarino

filled the newly-created position of
Police Chaplain with not one but
three members of the local clergy.
It was the first time the depart-
ment has had a chaplain.
According to Garbarino, the

three chaplains will play a vital
role in helping the department
with not only victim services, but
counseling officers as well. Gar-
barino says a lot of departments
already have chaplains, and it was
just a matter of time before Ham-
tramck caught up.
"My hope is that the chaplains

eventually become experts in
helping victims cope and get re-
sources, as well break down bar-

riers between officers and the
community," says Garbarino. "I'd
like to see them become liaisons
between residents and the de-
partment."
After six years of a growing

budget deficit, it looked like things
were looking up for the Ham-
tramck Public School District.
At least that was the message

at a mid-month board meeting
when an audit of the 2012 budget
was reviewed.
Superintendent Tom Niczay and

his administration had been work-
ing on a budget deficit elimination
plan, and he said he would pres-
ent a revised plan to the board at
the December meeting.
Niczay said that if things go as

predicted the district should be
able to balance its budget by
2015.
Nothing says "thanks" like a

hearty, home-cooked meal.
Keeping that in mind, PLAV Post

10 and the Hamtramck Allied Vet-
erans Council visited the Piquette
Square for Veterans to serve res-
idents a Thanksgiving dinner --
with a little Hamtramck twist. 
Post 10's chef Dave Po-

mainville whipped up a huge
spread of turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes and gravy, yams, green
beans, cranberry relish, salad and
dessert. A giant tray of flaky angel
wings and a pan full of Polish
sausage and sauerkraut topped it
all off.  About 130 meals were
served in all. 
"You can't give enough thanks

back to groups like Post 10 and
the HAVC," said Veterans Re-
source Facilitator Chery Allen.
"We wouldn't be able to survive
without the community support
we receive."

The week’s crime reports
cover Dec. 27 through Jan. 1.

Thursday, Dec. 27:
• At 11 p.m. a man was ar-

rested at a house on Danforth
St. for domestic abuse and
possession of heroin.
• A female employee at

18th Street Deli on Conant re-
ported she was assaulted by
her supervisor.
• A vehicle reported stolen

in Hamtramck was recovered
by Detroit police.
• Officers confiscated a

shopping cart from a market
on Holbrook. The cart was al-
legedly stolen.
• Officers investigating a

possible break-in at a house
on the 3400 block of Com-
stock noticed that there was
water leaking in the basement.
Officers said there was about
6 inches of water. The Depart-
ment of Public Works was no-
tified.
• A woman reported that a

former neighbor had been re-
peatedly calling and harassing
her.
• A woman was arrested at

CVS around 9:30 p.m. for dis-
orderly conduct.

Friday, Dec. 28:
• At 10:30 p.m., two teens

were arrested during a traffic
stop for curfew violation.
• At 4 a.m., officers were

sent to a house in the 11000
block of Sobieski where a
break-in was in process. When
officers arrived, the suspect
was gone, but a porch window
had been broken.
• Officers assisted state po-

lice in the capture of a suspect
fleeing the scene of an auto

accident on northbound I-75.

Saturday, Dec. 29:
• A man reported that his

sister had died in her dwelling
on the 2600 block of Holmes
St.
• An Evaline St. resident

came to the police station to
turn in a purse that was found.
• A Florian St. resident was

taken to a hospital to prevent
a possible suicide.

Sunday, Dec. 30:
• At about 12:15 a.m., a

woman reported that a black
male grabbed her purse while
she was in front of her resi-
dence in the 12000 block of
Mitchell St. The woman’s fa-
ther ran after the suspect but
when he caught up with the
suspect he was assaulted.
The suspect was seen getting
into a Cadillac that had pulled
up. The father continued his
pursuit in his car but lost sight
of the get-away vehicle in the
Mt. Elliot-Huber area of Detroit.
• Officers investigating a

house alarm in the 2200 block
of Alice noticed a bathroom
window broken out and the
front door unlocked. The owner
of the house was notified. It
was not immediately known if
anything was stolen.
• A report was taken regard-

ing domestic violence at a res-
idence on Winfield St.
• A Caniff resident was ar-

rested for obstructing police
while officers were investigat-
ing a car crash at Caniff and
Gallagher.
• A domestic violence report

was taken from a residence in
the 2000 block of Trowbridge
St.

• A resident in the 11000
block of Fleming reported re-
ceiving harassing phone calls.

Monday, Dec. 31:
• A man was arrested for do-

mestic violence that occurred
in the 9700 block of Dequin-
dre.
• A resident in the 11000

block of Lumpkin reported the
driver’s side window of his
2002 Caravan was broken out.
• A Hazel Park resident was

arrested for having an illegally
concealed handgun while po-
lice were investigating a report
of a disorderly male at Alice
and Lumpkin.

Tuesday, Jan. 1:
• A man was arrested at a

residence in the 12000 block
of Selfridge St. for pointing a
shotgun at a neighbor. Officers
also said that when they came
to the suspect’s residence, he
answered the door with a fully-
loaded shotgun.
• A resident in the 11000

block of Klinger St. reported
the rear window of his 1997
Toyota was shattered at ap-
proximately 1:45 a.m.
• A Holbrook resident was

arrested for brandishing a
chef’s knife at a Trowbridge St.
location.
• A man was arrested for do-

mestic violence that occurred
at a residence in the 12000
block of Dequindre St.
• At about 6:30 a.m., a

woman reported that her ex-
boyfriend had been stalking
her.
• A woman was arrested in

the area of Jos. Campau and
Lehman for possession of
heroin.
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HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 

• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING
FREE ESTIMATES

Full Line of 
Handyman Services

TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Downey’s
Plumbing

All types of plumbing repairs, 

sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 

Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  

State License #8106883

586-775-2441

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630
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HAMTRAMCK, 2 br. flat,
newly decorated, appli-
ances, $450/mo., no pets,
248-321-8661. 1/18

Jacob St., 1 br. lower,
$395/mo., includes heat +
water, 586-465-7555. 1/4

2646 Holmes St., 3 br.,
stove and fridge incl., brand
new carpeting, 313-365-
9005, 313-365-8002, 313-
287-4725.  1/4

Upper + lower for rent, appli-
ances incl., nice and clean,
$450/mo. + $450 security
deposit, 586-994-0771. 1/25

1, 2 and 3 br., on Bloom St.
near White School. Call Nel-
son, 313-310-3540. 1/11

3 and 5 br. single house,
rent, w/option to buy, no
pets, 313-369-1654. 1/25

4 br. house in Hamtramck, 2
bath, updated kitchen, $700
+ deposit. Sect. 8 ok, 313-
778-0057. 1/25

Border of Hamtramck, 2 br.,
living and dining rm., full base-
ment. 586-360-1029. 1/11

3 + 5 br. single house, rent
w/option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 1/4

Hamtramck, 9398 Charest,
1st flr., 2 br., living/dining
rm., no pets, ask for Doda or
David, 586-722-8963. 12/28

Housekeeper wanted, Polish
woman preferred, call 586-
625-2146. 

Nurse practitioner/physician
assistant, Hamtramck, fax
resume to 313-366-4001.
1/25

1
2
/3

1
/1

2
.

Deadline for  
classifieds

for next week
is Thursday 
at Noon

$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313)  874-2100

Town & Country
Sewer Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES!

$45 & up
313-928-1626
734-281-1626

6
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9
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Advertisers should check their ad following first pub-

lication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure

to publish an ad, for a typographic error or errors in

publication except to the extent of the cost of the ad

for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is

limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein

the error occurred. We reserve the right to classify,

revise or reject any classified advertisement.
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HELP WANTED

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

Continued on page 8

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

Second half of 2012 had plenty
of highlights Continued from page 6

Coming events
WEDNESDAY, Jan. 9, 11 a.m. -- The Daughters of Is-
abella Mystical Rose Circle 736 will meet at Queen
of Apostles Activity Center. Entrance on Harold St.,
fenced-in parking.

Hamtramck Drug Free Community Coalition meets
every second Thursday of the month (next meeting:
Jan. 10), 11 a.m. at The Piast Institute, 11633
Jos. Campau.

HOUSE 

FOR RENT



A Hamtramck landmark busi-
ness announced it would close its
doors for good.
A letter went out from the

Kowalski Sausage Co. announc-
ing that it was closing its deli on
Jos. Campau, as well as three
other delis in the metro area.
The deli had been in business

for over 50 years.
“After a long discussion we

have concluded that the company
should exit the retail store busi-
ness and focus on our main pur-
pose of producing great, high
quality food,” said Michael Kowal-
ski, president of the company, in
a letter handed out to customers.
During the second round of the

2012 Wayne County Property,
local artist collective Power House
Productions (PHP) made a power
move. The non-profit purchased
18 properties for a total of
$22,851.
It might seem like a lot to work

with, but only two of the proper-
ties were actually purchased for
use by PHP.  The rest, which are
mostly located in the Detroit
neighborhood north of Carpenter
known as "NoHam," "Hamtramck
Heights" or more recently "The
Power House Neighborhood,"
were bought on the behalf of oth-
ers with PHP acting as a fiduciary
agent.
According to artist Mitch Cope -

- who along with wife Gina Re-
ichert comprises the team of
Design 99, the progenitor of PHP
-- most of the people who pur-
chased a property are other
artists who decided to take the
plunge after eyeing-up the area. 
"Some have been living here

on-and-off for a while, some came
through Juxtapoz," says Cope.

"They're from all over."

DECEMBER
Is the Hamtramck Blowout

about to blow out of town?
That was the hot and heavy

rumor in the last few weeks of
November. But according to the
Metro Times, the alternative
weekly magazine that sponsors
the weekend music festival, the
Blowout is staying in town.
However, cha-cha-cha-changes

are coming.
“We’re not leaving Hamtramck,

we’re just trying to expand it,”
said Chris Sexson, the Publisher
of the Metro Times.
That likely means that other

venues outside of Hamtramck –
such as in Ferndale -- will be part
of the Blowout.
He also confirmed another

rumor that the Blowout will be
moved from March to April when
there is warmer weather.
Just like the sidewalks, Ham-

tramck residents were still a little
torn-up after months of gas line
repairs.
DTE Energy had been ripping

up sidewalks throughout town
since last summer, but in the
meantime residents had to deal
with closed streets and trying to
find a place to park their cars –
often blocks away from their
home.
Residents complained that

once the gas line replacement
work was completed, the side-
walks were being shoddily re-
placed with a couple of inches of
cement.
No need to worry, said Public

Works Department Director Steve
Shaya. There was a method to
this madness, he said.
Since there were so many side-

walk slabs that needed to be re-
placed and so little time to do it
before cold weather set in, Shaya
said he told DTE to pour a tempo-
rary cement slab of two inches in-
stead of the standard four
inches.
“It’s just to get us through the

winter,” he stressed.
Shaya said the plan is to have

a DTE contractor come back in
April and remove the temporary
slabs and put in a proper side-
walk.
After eight months of detain-

ment, four Detroit men were fi-

nally convicted of the kidnapping
and murder of two Hamtramck
women last February.
Two Wayne County Circuit Court

juries convicted Brandon Cain,
Brian Lee and cousins Jeremy
and Reginald Brown in the deaths
of Abreeya Brown, 18, and Ashley
Conaway, 22.
Cain was the main suspect,

and investigators said he was be-
hind the plot to kill the women to
prevent them from testifying that
he had previously shot at them.
The women were taken at gun-

point from their home on Andrus
St. on Feb. 28. They were never
seen again until their bodies were
discovered about a month later in
a Detroit park on the city’s west-
side.
Hamtramck Police Chief Max

Garbarino said the investigation
was one of the toughest the de-
partment has faced in years. As
for the verdict, he said “justice
has been served.”
Mayor Karen Majewski said the

verdict also comes as a “relief.”
She also noted that it didn’t take
the two juries long to come to
their decision.
“It’s pretty telling the delibera-

tions were relatively short,” she
said.
The City of Hamtramck and

newly-appointed City Treasurer
Mike Wilk used to just be friends
with benefits, but at a city council
meeting the relationship was
made official.  
After two-and-a-half years of

working on a part-time, uncom-
pensated basis, Mike Wilk was
hired for the treasurer position of
full-time.
Along with the "new" title there

is also a new focus -- reconciling
overdue account balances.  Addi-
tionally, the Treasury Department
will also look for ways to make
things more economically effi-
cient. 
"If we can streamline things fi-

nancially, that will be a priority,"
says Wilk. "But the real challenge
is to get all the money we are
owed."
Shortly before leaving his posi-

tion with the city, former Acting
City Manager Nevrus Nazarko
made a small change that had a
big impact. 
Early in the fall, Nazarko re-

structured the city's Code En-
forcement Division by transferring

it from the Department of Public
Works to the Community & Eco-
nomic Development Department. 
Additionally, he reinstituted the

practice of maintaining city lots
and alleyways, which had been
abandoned the previous year due
to budget constraints.
The result has been a much

cleaner city.  Since then the Code
Enforcement crew has completed
over 200 work orders, taking care
of everything from vacant, city-
owned lots to boarding up empty
houses -- plus a lot of stuff in be-
tween.
Moreover, the changes brought

about a new attitude in town.
Whereas code violators used to
get away with repeatedly ignoring
orders for compliance, since the
changes took place compliance
has not fallen below 80 percent.
"Our rate of compliance is

higher than any of the other mu-
nicipalities that I've talked to,"
says Code Enforcement Supervi-
sor Thomas Russell. 
The annual Review Christmas

party came and went - but what a
memorable event it was! 
Thanks to a lot of hard work,

The Review office building looked
warm and inviting on the evening
of Dec. 8. It was further illumi-
nated by the presence of some
very special guests, including U.
S. Senator Carl Levin and his wife
Barbara, and U.S. Congressman
Gary Peters. Of course, many of
our own local dignitaries, cus-
tomers and friends joined in the
fun as well.
What began a few short years

ago as a simple statement of ap-
preciation to our many friends,
advertisers and supporters
quickly grew into something of a
“must-attend event,” and we can
only hope it will continue to prove
to be so.
As Senator Levin so eloquently

noted, Hamtramck is once again
an up-and-coming city. We hope
that our annual tradition of throw-
ing a Christmas party can play
some small role in fulfilling the
senator’s faith-full words.

And last but not least, after
another year of publication
The Review once again pro-
duced a year-in-review edi-
tion. It was most recently read
by...you. Happy New Year.

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $6.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $6.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Thin Crust $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Square Deep Dish $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $10.00 $12.00SP
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Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$600$600

11608 Conant 
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

11608 Conant
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

Delivery 5pm-close

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:30pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

FREE
Wifi

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

— ALL CARRYOUT 10% OFF —
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FREE
Wi-fi

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid

Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck
We Deliver!

HALAL

Halal 
Hot Dog
$199
$249with Chili

NY Style 
Gyro Plate

$599
Chicken

Nuggets

3/$1
Chili 

Cheese Fries

$349
Smoothies!

New!

New!

New!

New!

New!

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FREE
Consultation 
& Exam
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Denture
& Partial
Specials
Call Now for Details 
313-870-9423

YES!! WE ARE ALSO OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY. WALK-INS WELCOMED.

Your Friendly
Neighborhood

Dentist
Multi-Languages 

Spoken!

Where 

New Smiles

Are Made

50%
Crowns &
Bridges

Call Now for Further Details
313-870-9423

OFF

Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 

on the Hamtown!

Second half of 2012 had plenty of highlights
Continued from page 7


