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It’s back!
The old Crime Log,

that is.
The city administration

has backed off from its
old policy of not allowing
the public to read the Po-
lice Department’s daily
incident reports, and it
is now issuing those re-
ports via e-mail.
We had time to put to-

gether only a few of the
reports, which you can
find on page 6.
Enjoy!

Who said this, and what is
it about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“This is not good faith
bargaining.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …
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By Charles Sercombe
The year 2011 is now old

news.
But the year did produce

one major story – albeit a
story that’s been told be-
fore.
The year’s “Newsmaker of

the Year” award (sorry, no
drum roll this year, we had
to cut back on costs) goes
to Hamtramck’s $15 million
housing redevelopment
story.
Think about it: Fifteen mil-

lion bucks given to the city.
How many cities the size of
Hamtramck can boast of
snagging that kind of
check?
We asked Jason Fried-

mann, the city’s Director of
Community & Economic De-
velopment, that question
since he was responsible
for winning the grant.
As it turned out, Ham-

tramck lucked out because

By Ian Perrotta
The presidential primary

may just be starting, but
Hamtramck’s election from
last November has finally
come to a close. 
On Sunday (Jan. 1) the

city’s three elected council
members and two new
school board members were
officially sworn into office by
31st District Court Judge
Paul Paruk. The event was
held at the Hamtramck Pub-
lic Library.
Paruk opened the cere-

mony by thanking those in
attendance for taking the
time to commemorate the
occasion, then handed the
microphone to Rev. Sharon
Buttry of Acts 29, who led
those attending in a prayer. 
Mayor Karen Majewski

then took to the lectern and
spoke briefly about the im-
portance of staying active
and involved in the city.
Thanking the winners for the
effort they had already put
forth, she also noted the

New Year starts off with inauguration of new officials 

Continued on page 2

Hamtramck’s ‘Newsmaker of the Year’ --
One very large housing grant

Formerly The Clock

11444 Jos. Campau 
313-366-2244
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Get One

SOUL FOOD $1095
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Get One FREE!

• Smothered & Fried
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• Liver & Onions
• Greens
• Yams
• Mac & Cheese
• Cornbread
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DELIVERY!
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Discount 

FREE 
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Southern Home Cooking by Mama Joyce
See page 8
for details

Mon-Wed

It’s not starting off to be a
“Happy New Year” for Ham-
tramck police officers.
Recently, the city council

voted in favor of charging offi-
cers for their health insur-
ance.
The cost to o fficers for sin-

gle coverage is now almost
$3,900 a year, and for a cou-
ple it’s $8,900.
For family coverage, cops

will have to kick in about
$11,000 a year.
According to city financial

records, an officer just start-
ing out earns almost
$47,000 a year. The average
Hamtramck officer makes
about $62,000 a year. Prior
to this new plan, officers were
not required to make a co-
payment.
The city, however, had little

choice in demanding co-pays.
A new state law, pushed
through by Republican law-
makers, requires all public
employees to contribute to
their health insurance, and it
places a cap on how much
cities can pay into benefits.
But the plan that the city

council agreed on is more
costly to officers than a plan
proposed by City Manager Bill
Cooper.
As you might guess, police

officers are not pleased.
“This is not good faith bar-

gaining,” said Lt. Steven
Smiscik, president of the
ranking officers association,
from a prepared statement
he made to the city council.
“In fact it is nothing short of
a bully tactic.”
The two unions represent-

ing police officers have filed

Police say
new health
plan is unfair
By Charles Sercombe

Recycle here in 
Hamtramck every 

second Saturday of the
month. The next Recycle
Day is January 14th in
the city parking lot on
Caniff and McDougall, 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Thanks to a $15 million federal grant, Hamtramck is able to demolish dilapidated houses
and replace them with new housing units. A total of 78 houses will come down in the coming
months.

Newly elected officials took the oath of office on Sunday, Jan.
1, at the Hamtramck Public Library.
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This week at the library...
ESL Class with Christine Templing - Satur-

day, January 7 at noon. Intermediate ESL class
conducted by Christine Templin, free to the pub-
lic.
Toddler Time at the Library - Monday January

9 at noon. Welcome the holiday season with
the reading of Robert Sabuda’s "Cookie Count:
a Tasty Pop-up.” (Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult.)
Computer Classes for Beginners - Tuesday,

January 10 at noon and 1 p.m. Basic instruc-
tions on computer use for beginners will be
held on Thursdays. Number of participants is
limited to available computers.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Tues-

day, January 10 at 2 p.m. Adults with basic
computer skills can enhance their computer lit-
eracy each Tuesday at the library. Number of
participants is limited to available computers.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January 10 at

3:30 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math
club and math tutoring
ESL Class with Ms. Templin - Wednesday, Jan-

uary 11 at noon. Christine Templin is the in-
structor for the ESL class for beginners.
Everyone is invited. Free to the public.
Movies and Popcorn at the Library - Thursday,

January 12 at 4 p.m. Bring the whole family for
a free movie and popcorn.
Computer Classes for Beginners - Thursday,

January 12 at noon and 1 p.m. Basic instruc-
tions on computer use for beginners will be
held on Thursdays. Number of participants is
limited to available computers.

Family Game Night - Thursday, January 19, at
5 p.m. Join your friends and family members in
friendly skill and knowledge games. This month
the featured game is BINGO.
ESL News for You - Friday, January 13 at 3:30

p.m. ESL reading and discussion class with
Latisha Edge. Free to the public.
Financial Activists Club - Friday, January 13

at 3:30 p.m. If you want to expand your knowl-
edge of budgeting and investing, play financial
literacy games and learn how to grow your
money, join the club. It is free of charge.
Story Time for Children - Saturday, January 7,

at noon. Join your friends at the library for read-
ing of stories about the New Year.
Teen Club Activity - Monday, January 9 at 3:30

p.m. Teens and tweens are invited to join us in
a program celebrating the holidays.
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, Jan-

uary 12 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Li-
brary Board will be held in the auditorium. Open
to the public.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,

January 19 at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy
Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday invite all
members and volunteers to participate in the
regular monthly meeting.
Special Thanks for Donations: to Father

Bernard Pilarski for books; Sean Bieri for
books; Susan Turturke for books; Abby Layer
for books; Tina Almanza for books; and to Au-
relia and Joseph Srodek of Campau Quality
Sausage for donation of lunch meats that were
served during the Inaugural Ceremonies on
Jan. 1.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500
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Respect.

Responsibility.
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Best Polish Food in Town!
Hamtramck Housing 

Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~
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Commission 
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(Adults 20+ who meet the State of 
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

personal sacrifice it takes
to be a successful coun-
cilperson or school board-
member, framing the task
ahead.
“Public service is the will-

ingness to build something
lasting for the public good
rather than personal gain,”
she said. 
Then, it was on to the

main event, as Paruk intro-
duced first the school board
election winners and then
the council. Councilmem-
bers were invited to say a
few words after taking the
oath of office.
Magdelena Srodek, who

emigrated from Poland in
1987, was the top vote-get-
ter in the school board elec-
tion. A product of
Hamtramck’s public
schools, Srodek will con-
tinue the tradition when her
own daughter begins
schooling in the next few
years. In the meantime, you
can find her working at her
family’s store, Srodek's
Campau Quality Sausage.
Nassir Hussein, who im-

migrated to the United
States from Yemen to
Brooklyn in 1993, may have

moved to Hamtramck only
about five years ago, but he
has already made an im-
pact. A member of the Com-
mon Word Alliance and the
owner of a print shop in
Dearborn, Hussein has five
children, some already in
the Hamtramck Public
Schools system.
Cathie Gordon, the coun-

cil’s lone incumbent to seek
re-election, was first elected
four years ago. A longtime
Hamtramck resident and a
St. Florian High School grad-
uate, in addition to being a
Registered Nurse Gordon is
also a mother, grandmother,
caregiver, political activist
and owner of the New
Dodge Lounge.
“Standing in the shadows

of the great leaders of Ham-
tramck’s past,” said Gor-
don, “I am here not as a city
official but as your servant.” 
Bob Zwolak, a lifelong res-

ident who was technically
re-elected – just with a few
years between terms – has
held numerous positions in
Hamtramck government, in-
cluding City Clerk and a po-
sition on the Chamber of
Commerce, among others. 

“We’re all part of a great
big Hamtramck fraternity,
and it continues to grow,”
said Zwolak. “We need to
promote and sell the city of
Hamtramck.”
Anam Miah, who has lived

in Hamtramck for the last
23 years and is the proud
parent of two children – with
one more on the way – sat
on the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals before becoming the
president of his local steel
union. In addition to wearing
brilliantly white shirts (ask
Zwolak about that), Miah is
also committed to loyalty,
fairness and trust.
“This has been a long

time coming,” he said. “The
city has had lots of ups and
downs, and I’m glad to be
here to help make some
changes and be involved in
the community.”
For those of you who can’t

wait to see the newly-
elected officials in action,
the first regular council
meeting is Tuesday (Jan.
10) at 7 p.m. and the first
school board meeting is the
next day (Jan. 11) at 6 p.m.

New Year starts off with 
inauguration of new officials 

we teamed up with 11 other
cities, including Detroit, Flint
and Highland Park, to apply
for the grant. The package
deal was so successful, the
12 cities that partnered up
were the only Michigan cities
to win a grant, which techni-
cally came through the fed-
eral Housing and Urban
Development Department.
“It’s a huge chunk of

money,” Friedmann said of
the grant. “The grant was
the largest HUD has ever
given out.”
So, what do we get for that

kind of dough? 
In the last couple of

months, you probably no-
ticed the demolition of
dozens of dilapidated
houses, housing that was so
far gone it could not be re-
modeled.

But there were some
homes that could be saved,
and you’ve probably seen a
scattering of them around
town. In fact, there are 14
houses being rehabbed or
about to be and 25 new
units to be constructed.
In all, 78 houses will be

torn down.
Although the real-estate

market is still in the toilet,
these new housing units are
priced to sell. Friedmann
said there are several finan-
cial aid programs available
that will bring down the final
price for the houses to
$40,000 to $50,000.
If you have a job and are

still renting, now is the time
to buy.
The grant also has a

cherry to go on top. Part of
the grant will be used to re-

develop the Shoppers World
building currently sitting
empty in the middle of the
Jos. Campau business dis-
trict.
Although final design plans

have not been announced
yet, we got a mini-preview of
the design, and all we can
say is, prepare to be blown
away.
When it’s all done and over

with, you will not recognize it
from the otherwise drab
looking building it is today.
So, while many metro com-

munities remain stagnant
development-wise, Ham-
tramck is marching ahead of
the pack.
Break out the bubbly.

Here’s to an even better
2012. 

Hamtramck’s ‘Newsmaker
of the Year’ -- One very
large housing grant
Continued from front page



By Alan R. Madeleine
Connie Haywood, 44, is the

owner of Heritage Tax Serv-
ice, a business new to Ham-
tramck. As such, we wanted
to get her perspectives on
why she chose this city, and
what it takes to run a busi-
ness in the current Michigan
climate.

You’ve decided to start a
new business in Hamtramck
– what made you choose this
area?  Had you grown up
around here? 
Haywood: As a Hamtramck

native, I have always enjoyed
the cultural diversity this
small, quaint town has to
offer to its community and
residents. I have often en-
joyed the local restaurants
and food, the entertainment,
and also the many family-ori-
entated activities such as the
Winter Glow and the Labor
Day Festival, to name a cou-
ple. 
I truly respect Hamtramck’s

local businesses’ personal-
ized customer service when a
customer shops at a local
store; the store owner will
greet customers by their first
names, for example. This is
my main reason why I chose
to start a brick and mortar
business here in Hamtramck.

What made you start this
specific type of a business?
It seems like a popular one in

Hamtramck. Were you con-
cerned about there being too
much competition?
Haywood: Heritage Tax

Service began over 18 years
ago.  The skill of preparing in-
come taxes was taught to me
by my Aunt Mary Floyd (DBA)
of Mary’s Tax Service. 
At that time, preparing

taxes was somewhat tedious,
where a preparer pretty much
ordered their forms from the
IRS, and then used a pencil
and paper, so to speak.
Mary’s Tax Service relocated
to Atlanta, Georgia, and I then
began Heritage Tax Service. I
mostly provided services as a
home-based company.
However, over the years my

company has grown tremen-
dously, and I now provide
completive, professional re-
turns numbering well into the
thousands for, not only local
business accounts, but also
for individual clients as well. I
have never allowed my local
competition to intimidate my
business, because I believe
that Heritage Tax Service
stands above my other com-
petitors, in that we offer bet-
ter results and year-round tax
analysis support to each and
every one of our clients.
I feel that maintaining a

business relationship with
each one of my clients is the
key to our success, and Her-
itage Tax Service not only es-
tablishes a relationship with

each client at the beginning
of tax season, we also keep
our business relationship
going throughout the year in
order to best assist with mon-
itoring our clients’ financial
statuses on a quarterly basis.

What does your business do
differently, that separates you
from the other ones around?
What’s your specific back-
ground in this area, or in gen-
eral?
Haywood: Heritage Tax

Service always uses a coun-
seling approach when enter-
ing into a business
relationship with each client.
Preparing taxes for my clients
over the years, I have learned
that a tax preparer must
“wear several hats” in order
not only to provide a profes-
sional tax return, but to set a
level of trust.

I believe that this small
strategy sets us apart from
others. Heritage also re-
spects the cultural diversity in
the general community, and
thus provides interpreter serv-
ices to accommodate its
area’s cultural populations.

How did you decide on the
name for your business? Is
this the only location so far?
Do you plan to try to open
more, eventually, and if so,
are you willing yet to say
where they would be?
Haywood: Because of my

Afro-American cultural her-
itage, I’ve decided to name
my business Heritage Tax
Service, with a meaning that
is close to my heart and de-
scribes how my business
evolved: that I inherited my
skill and knowledge of tax
preparation from my prede-
cessor, my Aunt Mary.  
Heritage Tax Service

proudly services clients, not
only at its main location at
11357 Conant (off of Caniff),
but also at its second loca-
tion -- inside of Walter’s Shop-
ping Place at 12197 Conant
(on the corner of Carpenter).
Thanks to Frank Ayar, the
owner of the store, who
wanted to expand his prod-
ucts and services to his cus-
tomers, and who agreed to
partner with me for the up-
coming tax season.
We plan to open one more

location in the future, but we
have not decided on its loca-
tion, as of yet.

How long have you been
open? How do you like being
in Hamtramck so far, as a
business owner and opera-
tor? Would you recommend
the area? Have you worked
with the DDA or anyone else;
consulted with them, or so
on?
Haywood: We will open our

business on Saturday, Jan. 7,
and will be hosting a Grand
Opening Celebration at our of-
fice. We are going to be offer-
ing tours, providing product

and service information, serv-
ing food and giving away door
prizes. And, this is a public
event. It will begin at noon. A
by-invitation-only banquet will
be hosted later at the Kabob
& Banquet House on Conant.
I feel very welcomed in

Hamtramck by other local pro-
prietors when I mention to
them I am opening up my
business.  Especially by Am-

icci’s Pizza and Little Cae-
sars, who has generously of-
fered to distribute my
company’s flyers on their
pizza box tops.
I would always recommend

Hamtramck to other busi-
nesses as a starting location.
I have not directly worked with
the DDA yet, but look forward
to working with them in the fu-
ture.  
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n Surgical Removal of
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n Crowns & Bridges
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n Implants
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Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, 
Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
Please Visit our Website
www.dentistsamibilani.com
for the Weekly Dental Nutrition Blog

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri
10am-7pm  
Wed, Sat 
10am-2pm

NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
(Zoom) Call 
for Details!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor

313-365-5191 • www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Sunday English Holy Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Soup Kitchen 2nd Sat. of the Month 2-4 p.m.
January 6 Solemnity of Epiphany of our Lord Blessing 

of incense, charcoal & chalk, Mass 7 p.m.
January 12 Holy Mass for people from prayer list 7 p.m.

January 14 Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.

Alignment
$3999

Winterize Your 
Car Now!

Radiator
Flush

$4999

Brake Pads

$4999Most
cars

$1999
Oil

ChangeStarting at

Fuel 
System Cleaning
Includes throttle, fuel injectors, fuel lines, intake & valves.

$9999

8926 Jos. Campau 
at Roosevelt

313-873-8484
Cell: 313-377-9188 • Fax: 313-873-0753

Domestic
Foreign

Most
cars

Most
cars

Most
cars

H Open Monday-Saturday 8am-6pm   H

We Offer FREE Drop Off & Pick Up Service!

Schools Large Enough to Inspire Your Children,
Small Enough to Know Them.

Early Childhood 
Elementary

11680 McDougall
Pre K – 1st Grade

Dickinson East Elementary
3385 Norwalk
K – 6th Grade

Dickinson West Elementary
2333 Burger

1st – 6th Grades

Holbrook 
Elementary
2361 Alice

K – 7th Grade

Kosciuszko Middle School
2333 Burger

7th – 8th Grade

Hamtramck High School
11410 Charest

9th – 12th Grade

To Enroll
or For More 
Information

Call (313) 872-9270
Internet:

www.hamtramck.k12.mi.us

Visit Roosevelt 
Administration Building

3201 Roosevelt
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Hamtramck Residents – May enroll
throughout the school year.

Hamtramck 
Public Schools

Horizon School
3225 Caniff

Adult & Alternative
High School

Hamtramck Public Schools will be accepting limited
schools of choice applications from Wayne County 
residents from January 9 through January 20, 2012

@ 4:00 for the second semester openings:
• Horizon Alternative High School - 20 openings

• Kindergarten - 10 openings   • First grade - 6 openings
• Second grade - 9 openings  • Sixth grade - 14 openings

The Concerned Women of 
Hamtramck and the 

Hamtramck Public Schools 
invite you to our annual
Martin Luther King Day

Breakfast.
It will be held on 

January 16, 9 a.m.,
at the Hamtramck High School    

Community Center on 
Charest near Caniff.

This year’s theme is “Yes I Can.” Hamtramck students
will perform and read their essays on this year’s theme.

There will also be a special presentation made by 
Superintendent Tom Niczay.

Tickets are $15 per person, or $120 for a table that seats eight.
To order tickets in advance, call Madelyn Porter at

(313) 310-3295. Tickets are also available at the door.

New tax service has deep roots in community



By Charles Sercombe
City Councilmember Tom

Jankowski is still on the
warpath against City Manager
Bill Cooper.
At a council meeting several

weeks ago, Jankowski offered
up a resolution to suspend
Cooper for five days without
pay.
Why?
According to Jankowski’s pro-

posed resolution, Cooper failed
to heed the council’s directive
to eliminate a secretary’s posi-
tion in the city manager’s office
and also failed to bring forth
the person who is second in
line to be appointed police
chief.
Apparently no one else on

council felt strongly enough
about the matter. Jankowski’s
motion to suspend Cooper did-
n’t even get a support motion.
That meant Jankowski’s reso-
lution was dead in its tracks.
So what’s going on here?
For the past few months,

Jankowski has been ratcheting
up his criticism – or attacks as
some might say – of Cooper.
There is a lot of behind-the-

scenes speculation over why
Jankowski is doing this, includ-

ing that he wants to become
mayor, or be appointed by the
governor to take over control of
Hamtramck as its emergency
financial manager.
Jankowski has not been shy

in saying he would prefer the
city jettison the position of city
manager, and return the gov-
ernment structure to having
the mayor be in charge.
But he just as readily ac-

knowledges that it would take
voter approval in order to over-
haul the city charter.
What are the chances of vot-

ers agreeing to that? 
Well, it’s anyone’s guess, but

considering that the new char-
ter was overwhelmingly sup-
ported, it’s unlikely voters
would agree to what some
might characterize as a step
back.
Before the city manager form

of government, Hamtramck
was ruled by a mayor-council
government for several
decades. That form of govern-
ment began breaking down in
the last 10 years or so before
the new charter took effect.
It’s doubtful voters would

want to return to those days.
As for Cooper’s response to

Jankowski’s unrelenting criti-
cism of him, Cooper took the
high road.
“I could probably go on for a

long time, but I’d rather not
comment,” Cooper said.
We asked Jankowski to ex-

plain what’s behind his intense
scrutiny of Cooper in a series
of questions we e-mailed him.
Turns out he has quite a lot to
say. 
Here’s our question and an-

swer session we had with
Jankowski:
You have been relentless in

your criticism of Cooper in re-
cent months. What is your
main concern with Cooper?
Jankowski: When I took of-

fice it was clear that the city
was facing some major chal-
lenges. Our revenues were de-
clining and our public safety
costs were skyrocketing. City
Hall was slow to respond to
our needs and there was a
general consensus among the
citizenry that transparency in
government did not exist in
Hamtramck. 
The city council has acknowl-

edged that these conditions
exist and has relied on our city
manager to meet these chal-
lenges head-on. Unfortunately
for the people of Hamtramck,
we have not gotten these is-
sues under control.
Our city manager is respon-

sible for negotiating labor con-
tracts with the union. The labor
contracts with our police
unions are currently expired. 
Though the city is required by

contract with the union to
begin negotiations for a new
contract “no later than April 1,
2011” this did not happen and
to date no significant progress
has been made in negotiations
towards extracting from the
unions the concessions neces-
sary for us to reduce our oper-
ating expenses and become
solvent. It was imperative that
the city manager gain these
concessions by July 1, every
day that we go without these
concessions our deficit grows
and we come closer to a state
takeover.
To illustrate the impact of

this failure let us look at our
budget. The council adopted a
budget for this year with a pro-
jected structural deficit of
roughly $2.2 million. Just this
week, less than six months
into our budget year, we were
informed by our finance direc-
tor that the deficit is now pro-
jected to exceed $3.4 million.

For the past three months I
have publicly asked the city
manager for a budget review
and he has refused to bring
one forward. Until now we were

Heritage Tax Service has
worked, and established a
rapport with, the City of Ham-
tramck’s Building and Zoning
Departments, in order to
smoothly initiate our first lo-
cation’s opening, and we
passed all of our inspections
with flying colors, and ac-
quired all of our permits too.

It seems like it would be
almost impossible to get a
new business off the ground
in today’s banking climate,
unless you’d saved up all the
money yourself. Are you will-
ing to share with our reader-
ship what method(s) you
used to set your business up
financially?
Haywood: In today’s econ-

omy, it can be challenging for
someone to not only save
money, but to start a new
business. But, by the Grace
of God I was able to start my
business with 100 percent of
my own investment monies. I
decided to start saving over
five years ago, and then
began to look for an office
last year. It took some time
because, as you know, loca-
tion is so very important. I fi-
nally acquired my office here
in Hamtramck about two to
three months ago.

How did you arrive at the
specific location here in town
that you’re using for the busi-
ness? Was it also a tax serv-
ice in its last incarnation, or
something else? Is there ad-
equate parking? Are you
pleased with the space so far
— does it suit your needs?
Haywood: Three months

ago, I saw a “For Rent” sign
in the window of this office,
and simply called to arrange
a walk-thru of the building
with the owner. I was so
pleased that the building was
exactly what I needed to start
my business. A 500 sq. ft.
store front, newly remodeled,
in move-in condition. We have
two private offices and a front
lobby to accommodate our
clients, and a play area desig-
nated for children.
From what I’ve learned, my

building used to be an insur-

ance office, and it was very
successful. But, the owner
moved to a suburban loca-
tion. Parking is always a prob-
lem in Hamtramck, but
Heritage Tax Service has two
free parking lots, one each on
its north and south sides, in
addition to free parking in
front of its office.

Heritage Tax Service is located
at 11357 Conant. Their phone
numbers are (313) 346-5855
and (313) 346-5356. Email
them at cashmoney@her-
itageincometax.net, or check
out their website at www.her-
itageincometaxservice.com.
Find them on Facebook as
well.

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, January 6, 2012
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MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

7/8/12

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

The holidays might be

over but the fun goes

on at Jean’s Bar!

Always a blast!!!

Dollar Beer
Monday

Wednesday
Free Pool

Characters Always Welcome!

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Thought we forgot ya? January 4, 2012
HAPPY 50th BIRTHDAY
Marty Kmiecik Commander

from All Your Friends at Post 10

Drink Specials Red Wing Goals!

Breakfast Resumes
Sunday, January 29th 9am-1pm

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every Fri & Sat Night 9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

New tax service has deep
roots in community 
Continued from page 3

Councilmember has sharp
words for city manager
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Your Invitation to the 
Finest Polish Restaurant In Town!

Hamtramck • 2934 Yemans • 313-873-8432

Great Food at a Good Price Beat the Winter Cold!

Try Our Variety Of Homemade
Soups: Chicken, Beet Borscht, 
Dill Pickle, Cabbage, Mushroom,

Barley, Duck Soup
Dine-in Only. With Coupon. Valid January 2012. 

No Entree Purchase Required.

99¢
ANY SIZE 
HOT SOUP!

Now working at Polonia Restaurant Genek, Former Chef at Under the Eagle
Restaurant. All food made at Polonia by Chef Danuta and Chef Genek.
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3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
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Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe 
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Review: Opinion Page

Hamtramck’s City Council
acted more like the Grinch
than Santa at its last meet-
ing for 2011.
That’s when councilmem-

bers (except for Cathie Gor-
don) voted to really sock it
to the city’s police force.
Police officers are now

being forced to pay for al-
most all of their own health
insurance, and for many of
them it’s going to likely
break the bank. Get this:
For single coverage, the
cost is $3,800 a year; for
an officer and their spouse,
it’s going to cost $8,900
and for family coverage –
get ready – they have to
fork over $10,600.
The average officer earns

$62,000 a year. New-hires
earn about $47,000 a year.
Officers are extremely

upset, and they have filed
an Unfair Labor practice
claim against the city since
contract negotiations are
still ongoing.
On the one hand, we un-

derstand the council is in a
jam to wipe out a $3 million
budget deficit. There aren’t
too many other places to
cut in the budget except for
public safety.
Firefighters can’t be

touched because they have
a contract that’s good
through 2014.
But on the other hand, we

have heard from both sides
of this debate that the city
had a much less expensive
proposal that all sides
agreed to at one time. Ac-
cording to the officers, city
contract negotiators
abruptly changed their mind
and decided to play hard-
ball with this new proposal.
We’re not sure exactly

what’s what since there is
plenty of posturing going on
over new contract terms.
We know one thing: As

much as it appears despi-
cable to force this cost
onto officers, this is the re-
ality of today for many work-
ing families.

Employers have been
rolling back health benefits
for several years now,
mostly because of escalat-
ing insurance costs.
Many families have even

lost their health insurance
because their employers
simply can’t afford to pitch
in anything. There are 45
million Americans who are
entirely without health cov-
erage.
This is a national crisis

as much as it is a local
one.
Many cities simply have

nowhere to turn to balance
their budgets. Hamtramck
city officials need to find a
way to figure out this
budget mess without ap-
pearing to be punishing our
employees – especially
when it comes to public
safety.
While we have no crystal

ball, it appears times are
going to get tougher, not
better any time soon. 

National health care 
crisis comes home to
roost in Hamtramck

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

A few more … In our yearly
review of the top stories of
last year, we forgot to men-
tion two newsworthy events.
One was the sad and

tragic death of Hamtramck
musician Brian “Moe” Mo-
tyka. Brian was shot and
killed on Oct. 6 when he
stopped along Holbrook on
the Detroit side to give
someone a ride.
Brian, who was only 37,

was a kind-hearted guy who
would go out of his way to
lend a helping hand to a per-
fect stranger.
Words can’t express the

senselessness of his death.
So far, apparently, police in-
vestigators have little to go
on.
That’s where you the pub-

lic come in. If you have any
information about Brian’s
death, there is a $5,000 re-
ward for anyone who has in-
formation leading to the
arrest of Brian’s killer.
Call CrimeStoppers at 1-

800-SPEAKUP (1-800-773-
2587).
Also, although the New

Deluxe Bakery technically
wasn’t in Hamtramck, it sure
felt like home. Since 1986,
the family of Rose and Steve
Gjorgjeski operated the Co-
nant bakery, but in Novem-
ber they decided, with a
heavy heart, it was time to
retire and close down.
Rose was always inviting

and friendly, and whenever it
came to getting behind-the-
scenes photos on Paczki
Day she was quite the host-
ess.
We’re going to miss you

guys terribly.

Reunion … Hey all of you
grads from Hamtramck High
School. Yeah, we mean all of
you. Be sure to set aside Fri-
day, Jan. 13 and come on
down to the Belmont Bar on
Jos. Campau and Belmont.
That’s when all HHS grads

will be getting together – es-

pecially the Class of 1981,
who will be celebrating their
30th reunion.
There will be food and a

cash bar. The party starts at
7 p.m. and goes on until
closing. 
The Belmont, by the way,

just reopened and is newly
remodeled. Check it out.

Hound doggin’ … Though
Elvis may have left not only
the building and planet
earth, he is still very much
missed.
Tonight (Jan. 6), you can

celebrate Elvis Presley’s
birthday at Maria’s Comida
with a special performance
from Shelvis O’Presley. 
The fun starts at 6 p.m.

and runs until 9. There will
also be an Elvis lookalike
contest and a bingo game
based on all things Elvis.
Maria’s is located at

11411 Jos. Campau.

By Charles Sercombe
The city council held it last

meeting of the year on Dec.
27 and all members were
present. The meeting ran for
two hours, which included a
closed session.
Mayor Karen Majewski

started off the meeting by
praising the work of Coun-
cilmembers Catrina Stack-
poole and Shahab Ahmed.
Both councilmembers de-
cided not to seek re-election
and were attending their last
meeting.
Stackpoole and Ahmed,

she said, “left a legacy.”
From the public, police Lt.

Steve Smiscik read from a
prepared statement, criticiz-
ing the city’s proposed health
insurance plan for police offi-
cers.
Smiscik, who is president

of the ranking officers associ-
ation, said both unions repre-
senting police officers agreed
to an earlier health plan pro-
posed by city officials that
would have saved the city
$600,000 in costs.
But after the unions agreed

to that plan, city officials in-
sisted on another plan that
Smiscik said is far more
costly for officers.
“This is not good faith bar-

gaining,” Smiscik said. “In
fact it is nothing short of a
bully tactic.”
The health care plan calls

for an officer wishing for sin-
gle coverage to pay $3,874 a
year. For officers seeking cov-
erage for their spouse, the
contribution would be $8,900
a year, and for family cover-
age it would be $10,628.
Later in the meeting, the

council met in closed session
to talk about the proposal.
After coming out of its closed
session, the council voted in
favor of the new plan, with
only Councilmember Cathie
Gordon objecting.
Gordon said the officers’

obligation is excessive.
(Editor’s note: We have more

on this subject on the front
page of this week’s issue.)
Smiscik said the police

unions plan to file an Unfair
Labor Practice. He also said
the high cost of health cover-
age is causing low morale in
the department.
A lengthy discussion was

held on whether to stop using
Wayne County for some tax
assessing duties and instead
shift that workload to the
city’s tax assessor for an
extra $85,000 a year.
Financial Director Nevrus

Nazarko said the move will
save the city $15,000 to
$25,000 a year.
The council agreed to make

the switch.
All but Councilmember Mo-

hammed Hassan voted in
favor of pursuing a federal

grant to either purchase a
new aerial platform fire truck
or repair the current truck in
the fire department.
The grant is worth about $1

million, and the city would be
required to kick in $87,000.
Gordon said she prefers to
skip repairing the current
truck and instead purchase a
new one.
The council OK’d spending

$14,675 on repairing a build-
ing in Veterans Park that is
used by the police reserves
to store their vehicles.
In another unanimous vote,

the council agreed to perma-
nently establish a Recycling
Commission.
In the city manager’s report,

Bill Cooper said he submitted
a preliminary plan on merging
services with another city or
agency to state officials. Gov.
Rick Snyder required commu-
nities to submit merger plans
in order to qualify for addi-
tional state financial aid.
Cooper said he would give

the council the plan in a few
days.
The public got a chance to

speak once again.
Council-elect Robert Zwolak

said it was unfortunate to
end the year on a bad note,
referring to the vote to force
officers to pay for health cov-
erage.
Richard Hyska said that the

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

Continued on page 6



By Charles Sercombe
For all 10 or maybe 20 of

you who are interested in how
city council meetings are
structured, there are a few
format changes this year.
In a special meeting on

Tuesday, newly-elected Coun-
cilmember Robert Zwolak,
who is actually  no stranger to
the council having served one
term in recent years, wanted
to expand what the public can
talk about at the beginning of
the meetings.
The format had allowed any-

one from the public to speak
at the beginning of the meet-
ing for no longer than five
minutes about subjects only
on the agenda. The public
could speak on any issue
near the end of the meeting.
After a lengthy discussion,

the council agreed to open up
the beginning of the meeting
to allow anyone to talk about
anything for no more than two
minutes and strictly on
agenda items for no more
than three minutes.
Zwolak said it was unfair to

force the public to wait until
the end of the meetings to
talk on non-agenda items.
Some meetings, he pointed
out, run two or more hours.
There was more from

Zwolak. He proposed, and the
council readily agreed, to add

two more categories on the
agenda: a chance for the
mayor to make a report and
also for the mayor pro tem –
that is if they have anything to
report on.
And speaking of the issue

of mayor pro tem, which is the
councilmember who is sec-
ond in charge of the city and
chairs the meeting in the
mayor’s absence, the council
will have to wait until next
Tuesday’s regular meeting to
discuss who to appoint to
that position.
That could be the first test

in determining if this is a
united council. There has
been a lot of talk behind the
scenes over who wants the
job. So far, there appears to
be two likely candidates:
Cathie Gordon and Tom
Jankowski.
This is the first council in

many years where there is no
alignment of like-minded
councilmembers.
During the last several

years, the council has been
dominated by remnants of
the Solidarity slate, which
was first started by former
Mayor Gary Zych. Zych first
took office in the late 1990s.
Mayor Karen Majewski is

the last from that slate, al-
though her association was
at arm’s length at best.

Councilmembers Catrina
Stackpoole and Shahab
Ahmed were also part of that
slate, but they declined to
seek re-election last year,
which opened their seats to
newly-elected Anam Miah and
Zwolak.
Tuesday’s meeting was cor-

dial and councilmembers
even exchanged jokes and
laughed. How long will the
honeymoon last?
In Hamtramck, tempera-

ments and alliances can
change on a dime.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank
owned properties, 

short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Aries (March 20-April 19):
"We hardly ever make love,"
said Woody Allen in Manhatten,
"only twice a week." Later his
movie wife complains, "He al-
ways wants to make love-like
twice a week!" Appropriate ap-
portioning of resources is this
week's topic of discussion Aries,
but don't let it turn into a Holly-
wood comedy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
"A man," Pam Houston ob-
serves, "desires the satisfaction
of desire; a woman desires the
condition of desiring."  This sim-
ple difference keeps Oprah, Dr.
Phil, and divorce lawyers in busi-
ness. In love matters we want a
different fantasy fulfilled than a
partner does Taurus. That's why
it's best to have two tv's.

Gemini (May 21-June 20):
In his new bio, Andre Agassi
complains that ex-wife Brooke
Shields was more interested in

her own career than in his. The
irony of the complaint seems
lost on him. Don't pull an Agassi
this week Gem, and we'll prove
we know there's more to winning
the game of life than being able
to hit a ball.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Noticing that his cabin had no
curtains or doormat, a neighbor
of Thoreau's offered to provide
them. He declined, saying no
one peeked in his house but sun
and moon, and he'd no time to
shake a mat. Keeping things
simple should be our aim this
week Cancer. Inform the neigh-
bors. 

Leo (July 22-Aug 23):
"What does not benefit the
hive," wrote Marcus Aurelius, "is
of no benefit to the bee." Seeing
another's needs in a new light
will reduce confusion on the
home front Leo, and may even
get us out of a sticky situation.

Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 22): 
"It's a strange world of lan-
guage," said Franklin Jones, "in
which skating on thin ice can get
you into hot water." Taking a vow
of silence would be a good idea
this week Virgo, except that text
messaging is the thing that
seems to get people in the most
trouble these days.

Libra (Sept 22-Oct 23): 
"Exploitation," say the Ferengi,
Star-Trek's race of über-capital-
ist aliens, "begins at home."
That'll change as soon as Green-
peace gets there. We're the sign
of fair play Libra; remember that
when the week brings a chance
to prove it.   

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 22):
"Children are unpredictable,"
notes Franklin Jones. "You never
know what inconsistency they're
going to catch you in next." In
seeking new directions Scorpio,
make sure we've no hidden
agendas. If we do, the kids are
sure to notice. We hate it when
the toddler makes us fess up.

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21):
"Not heaven itself upon the past
has power," penned Dryden. If
heaven can't change the past,
why are we trying to Sadge? Pay-
ing more attention to the present
helps create a past that requires
no tweaking. Arriving where
we're going, rather than where
we've been, is less disorienting
anyway. 

Capricorn (Dec 21-Jan 19):
"You are never given a wish,"
wrote Richard Bach, "without
also being given the power to
make it true." If this sounds like
typical New Age nonsense
Cappy, take comfort in knowing
Bach adds, "We may have to
work for it however." Now that
we know the catch we can stop
worrying that the New Agers
know something we don't--at
least this week, anyway.

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 20):
If Shakespeare had used Twit-
ter, Romeo & Juliet might have
consisted of one sentence: Two
teenagers fall in love, and then
they die. This certainly avoids all
the messy complexities of the
actual play. Avoiding messy com-
plexities is our desire too, Aquar-
ius. Unfortunately our life isn't a
Twitter tweet either, so good
luck with that.

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20):
The map is not the territory, Al
Karzybski famously told us. New
directions in realms of love or
profession would be easier to
launch if we weren't still con-
fused about the old directions
Pisces. Did Davy Crockett have
these problems?

Astrologer Trish Marie first real-
ized the sky is talking in 1996. It
hasn't shut up since. She is based
in SE Michigan and can be
reached at Trishmare7@aol.com.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

VILLA REALTY                  & ASSOCIATES

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-851-1234 • Fax: 248-851-8551

HUD �0;=4140/

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

5028 Eldridge - Detroit - 4 BR, Full Base-
ment, Side Drive & 2 Car Garage $49,900 -
New Price!

3451 Norwalk, Hamtramck- 2 family, 4BR,
fully remodeled, finished basement, block
garage $85,000 - New Price!

2250 Wyandotte-Hamtramck - 2 family,
4BR, full finished basement, 2 car garage
w/driveway $49,900 - New Price!

2650 Whalen - Hamtramck - Fully remod-
eled 2-family, 4BR, Basement $49,900

2932 Hanley, Hamtramck - 4 Bedrooms, Liv-
ing Room, Dining Room $32,000

2348 Norwalk - Full Brick 3 BR, LR, DR, 
Finished Basement, 2 car garage, $79,900.

11429 McDougall-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, living room, dining room, garage, all
furniture & appliances. $24,900 PRICE RE-
DUCED

12026 Charest - Hamtramck - Completely
remodeled, 3 BR, 2 baths, basement
$59,900 - “PRICE REDUCED!”

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. - Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st
floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

5111 Sobieski, Detroit - Fully Remodeled
Single Family Home; 3 BR, finished base-
ment, garage. Land Contract Available
$24,900

2342 Norwalk - 2 BR, LR DR, Fresh Paint
& New Carpeting, Full basement $52,000.

9531 Charest, Hamtramck  - 4 BR, LR, DR,
Full Bsmt, 2 car garage $49,900 SHORT
SALE

3105 Holbrook, Hamtramck - 2-Story,
7,500 sq. ft., Full Brick Commercial Building
w/parking lot. $175,000

2764 Florian - Tri-Level Hamtramck Bar w/
3rd floor party deck and ground floor out-
door patio. All equipment & inventory in-
cluded! Ample city parking across the street.
$295,900

11362 McDougall, Hamtramck -2 family, 4
BR, full basement, garage, all appliances
$45,000. 

$8,000
First-Time

Buyer Tax Credit
$6,500 
For Any

Homebuyer
Dan Rojek, Realtor® 586-997-9900

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com
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Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
Leanne@mirealsource.com
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Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
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Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

2413 Florian
Just Reduced $15,000

Large two family with living room, dining
room and basement. Newly remodeled.

New Price $64,899

Looking to do a Short
Sale on your home?

I have a Short Sale Specialist on staff!

For Sale:
2298 Jacob, Hamtramck
2 Family house, oak throughout.

GREAT PRICE! $32,000

Do you constantly find yourself wanting
what others have? Do you struggle with
envy or jealousy? Wanting what we do not
possess is as old as the Garden of Eden. Of
all the fruit in the garden Eve could choose,
she desired the only forbidden fruit. Unfor-
tunately things have not changed much
since that time. As sons and daughters of
Adam and Eve we are constantly longing for
what is not ours. We use the expression,
“The grass is always greener on the other
side.” 

We also like to use the expression “green
with envy” (supposedly coined by William
Shakespeare in his play Othello) to describe
a person who wants desperately what an-
other possesses, so much so that they are
sick, or “green” over it. Envy and jealousy
are, for the most part, synonyms, however
there is a difference. According to Webster
envy is “the painful or resentful awareness
of an advantage enjoyed by another joined
with a desire to possess the same advan-
tage.” Jealousy takes envy a step farther by
adding a degree of hostility toward the one
who possesses what you want. Jealousy not
only says, “I want what they have.” In its
darkest form jealously screams, “I don’t
want them to have what I don’t have.”

The depth to which jealousy will sink is
illustrated in a story found in 1 Kings 3.
Solomon, the wisest king who ever lived,
was approached by two ladies who were

fighting over the same baby. One of the
ladies had accidentally rolled over on her
infant in the middle of the night causing the
child to suffocate. Realizing what had hap-
pened she secretly switched her child for
the baby belonging to a friend who was
staying with her. When the mother of the liv-
ing child awoke she immediately realized
what had happened and asked for her child
back. The other woman refused. The dispute
was so severe that the matter was taken be-
fore King Solomon. Solomon’s solution was
to have the baby cut in half so that each
mother could have a share. While the false
mother was satisfied with the Kings re-
sponse, the true mother was not. To save
the life of the child she quickly agreed to re-
linquish possession of her baby to the other
woman. Recognizing the love of the true
mother Solomon granted her the child.

Envy and jealousy are destructive en-
emies which must be guarded against. The
aforementioned King Solomon penned the
following, “Wrath is a fierce and anger is a
flood, but who can stand against jealousy.”
One can easily see why a prohibition
against jealousy is included in Paul’s de-
scription of love—“Love is patient, love is
kind, and is not jealous…” (1 Corinthians
13:4).  

Jay Searcy, Pastor
Grace Baptist Church
gbchamtramck.org 

Are you searching for answers?

Up to

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Cpt. C. Beale Lampkin II
U.S. ARMY RET, Instructor

Certified Instructor from the NRA
• CPL & Personal Protection Course
• Home Firearm Safety
• Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun
• Eddie Eagle Program

Tel. & Fax 313-758-0348

Come Visit at the BazaarBooth #431Russell Bazaar7500 Chrysler, Detroit
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Candy & Variety Store ~ Something for Everyone

Penny Candy • Chips • Nuts • $1 Nachos
Quality Jewelry under $4

D-Mack-1 Productions
Custom Made T-Shirts • Logos • Business Cards • Flyers 

• Banners • Your Drawings Can Be Used Also!

(313) 467-5907 
ALL AT ONE
LOCATION! 10233 Jos. Campau Bet. Trowbridge & Belmont

MEN’S HAIRCUTS
313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

������������������	�
��
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Trish Astrology
By Ian Perrotta
Review Staffwriter
Three Fridays ago Ham-

tramck High’s soccer team
played its final match of the
season in the Michigan High
School Athletic Association
District Finals against the Fer-
ndale Eagles. 
But after a remarkable Dis-

trict Tournament run that saw
the team outscore their oppo-
nents 14-1, the Cosmos were
narrowly defeated 1-0 by a
golden goal in overtime.

The loss was perhaps the
low point of an otherwise ter-
rific season. The varsity team
finished with an impressive 8-
6-1 record, scoring 53 goals
to their opponents’ 26 -- not
bad for a group of kids barely
old enough to drive.  Top goal
scorer Awad Almaisari con-
tributed 23 goals and racked
up a hat trick in two games.
While the Cosmos played

terrifically this season, next
year promises to be even

Cosmos soccer team outscore 
opponents in exciting season

Continued on page 10

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

25144 Roan - Warren - 3 BR brick Ranch,
full finished basement, 2 1/2 car
garage.$59,900

2344 Pulaski, Hamtramck - 3BR, Base-
ment, 2-Car Garage. $25,900

11622 Hovey, Warren - 3 BR Brick Ranch,
Finished Basement, 2-Car Garage.
$59,900

4511 Sobieski, Detroit - Two-Family Bun-
galow, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Basement,
Garage. $21,000

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

BAR FOR SALE • $148,000
Includes everything. 9735 Conant, Bar in turn-key operation. 
Excellent location. Asking $148,000 Includes liquor license.

Century 21
Town & Country
Single Family Homes
12134 Charest - $13,900NEW PRICE!
9632 Dequindre - $18,500

Macomb Township:
17381 Beacham - $136,040 

Warren:
30010 Warner - $99,900 - NEW
PRICE!

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

leanneconger@gmail.com
WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM

Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on
these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

2412 Pulaski
New Price!

$39,900
Multi-Family Homes:
3333 Holbrook - $67,900 NEW PRICE!
4-2 bedroom units. Land Contract available 

2276 Evaline - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
11429 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
Single Family Homes
11430 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
2412 Pulaski - $39,900 NEW PRICE!
11708 Sobieski - $59,900 NEW!
11750 Sobieski - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
11508 Nagel - $7,800 NEW PRICE!
247 Chalmers - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
9801 Dequindre - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
4499 Sobieski - $18,900 NEW PRICE!
9515 Conant, $9,900 NEW!
Rooming House
9316 Dubois - $79,900 NEW!
Royal Oak:
2824 Ardmore - $49,900 PENDING!
2939 Woodslee Dr. $159,900 PENDING!
2931 Rochester Rd. $119,900 

Almont 
307 Cherry - $39,900 PENDING!
553 Johnson - $34,900 PENDING!
Detroit
3849 Gaylord - $14,900 NEW!
Dryden
5051 Country Squire - $42,570 PENDING!
Harper Woods
18556 Elkhart - $15,500 PENDING!
Highland Park
20171 Derby - $12,900 NEW PRICE!
Hazel Park
1001 Woodward Hgts. - $29,900 NEW!
Warren
11003 Ford Ave. - $29,900 NEW! Short sale
32675 Shawn - $60,000 PENDING!
Washington Twp.
7335 Smale - $94,900 NEW!
Upcoming Listings
46337 Bentley, Macomb
41365 Clair Pointe, Harrison Twp.
5383 Timberwick, Dryden

Diamond
Realty & Associates

Office (810) 375-2500
Cell (586) 214-4663

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

20%
OFF
Any Service 
Over $1,000

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FREE
Consultation 

& Exam
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Multi-
Languages 
Spoken!

FREE
Teeth Whitening

Syringes
With your take-home

bleaching set.
New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FinancingAvailable

Voted
#1

Dentist!

— Welcoming All New Patients —

For now, new city council is
in agreement

“bottom line evil” in health in-
surance costs is the health
care system.
Hyska said that if the public

wants to bear ever-increasing
costs, “keep voting Republi-
can.”
Bill Meyer said that with

this final meeting of the year,
it was the “end of a political
era.”
He said Councilmembers

Stackpoole and Ahmed are
members of the Solidarity
slate, and now only Mayor
Majewski will be the last

member of the slate holding
office.
Meyer was critical of the

Solidarity slate, saying it
cause a lot of damage and di-
vision in the community.
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski asked for more de-
tailed reports on code en-
forcement in the city.
Councilmember Abdul Al-

gazali said the city should
give those who are cited for
code violations more time to
comply. City Manager Cooper
said that as long as people

try to comply, the city will
work with them.
Cooper said that only those

who ignore the city’s warnings
are ticketed and fined.
“A ticket gets their attention

every time,” Cooper said.
Cooper added that the city

used to send out about 400
warning letters a month but
issued only four tickets.
“That’s crazy” he said.
Cooper said if anything the

city needs to issue more tick-
ets.

City Hall Insider …
Continued from page 5

By Alan R. Madeleine
This week’s Crime Log is

compiled from Hamtramck
police reports from  Dec. 27,
through the 28th.
From Wednesday, 12/27
• Police recorded a mali-

cious destruction of property
on a parked car in the 3200
block of Lehman at 11:27
p.m. Tuesday night.
• A 2007 green Pontiac

Grand Prix was stolen from
the 3100 block of Hanley dur-
ing the midnight shift.  An-
other Grand Prix, matching
the same description, was
found later in the city with
steering column damage.
• Also during the midnight

shift, a man was placed
under arrest for assaulting
family members with a
kitchen knife at an unnamed
location on Dequindre.
• A man on Miller St. re-

ported, in the morning, that
he was burglarized of several
electronic items after fleeing
his burning home the prior
evening, then returning to
find the back door pried
open.
• At 3:30 p.m., a larceny

was reported from Detroit
Donut in the Hamtramck
Town Plaza, when a black
male, approximately 30 years
old and wearing a blue
jacket, took three cans of
Red Bull energy drink and
fled the store without paying.
• At 3:37 p.m., a woman

was assaulted by another
woman known to the victim in
the 3300 block of Holbrook.
The assailant fled, and the

victim refused any medical
treatment.
• At 5:02 p.m., a woman

attempted to cash a fraudu-
lent check from “Trend Per-
formance Products” at
Huntington Bank on Jos.
Campau at Holbrook. Told the
check was bad, the woman
fled, leaving behind an ID.
• At 8:36 p.m., an automo-

bile parked in the Hamtramck
Town Plaza lot near Glory Su-
permarket was broken into.
The victim reported the loss
of a passport and Social Se-
curity card.
From Thursday, 12/28 
• At 12:12 a.m., a man

and woman were arrested for
property destruction at Bel-
mont and Jos. Campau.
• At 3:12 a.m., a man was

arrested for assaulting his
girlfriend at her residence in
the 2200 block of Grayling.
• At 5:35 a.m., a man and

woman were each arrested
on domestic violence
charges at Jos. Campau and
Yemans.
• At 9:03 a.m., a man liv-

ing on the 2200 block of
Wyandotte was arrested for
larceny after he was seen
taking a downspout from a
home on the 1900 block of
Evaline;
• At 3:17 p.m., a woman

was arrested at Walter’s,
12197 Conant, after trying to
pass a bad check; 
• At 6:54 p.m., a man re-

ported that he was assaulted
by an unknown white male
while at a home in the 2900
block of Jacob.

City Hall Insider …



3259 Lehman, Hamtramck,
2 br. upper, $400/mo., no
pets. 586-354-5343 or 586-
344-4443. 1/13

Nice apt., 2 br. upper, in
Hamtramck.  $525/mo. +
security deposit. 313-268-
7420. 1/27

Open House Sun., Jan. 8 &
15, 1 to 3 p.m., upper 2 br.,
3226 Evaline, no more than
two people, no pets, 586-
264-0493. 1/13

Hamtramck, 2646 Holmes,
rear apt., 2 br., stove, fridge,
water included, 313-365-
0005, 313-365-8002, 313-
287-4725.  1/6

Upper 2 br., stove/refrigera-
tor, water included.  Move in
immediately, ask for Jimmy,
586-536-0440. 1/6

Lower 1 br., living room +
kitchen, separate utilities +
phone lines, washer/dryer,
furniture available, new win-
dows and doors, 586-873-
8510.  1/6

1 br. in Hamtramck, all utili-
ties included, no pets, 586-
438-9999. 1/20

9721 Dequindre, 1 br.
upper, living room, kitchen,
clean, separate entrance, no
pets, $300/mo. + 1 mo. se-
curity, tenant pays all utili-
ties.  313-729-7760.  1/13

3 br.  lower, $450/mo.
13146 Moenart St., 313-
872-5948, 313-574-1912.
1/6

2 large br. lower, heart of
Hamtramck, 9441 Charest,
good neighborhood bet. Hol-
brook and Evaline. Nice and
clean, large kitchen, large re-
modeled ceramic tile bath-
room, full basement,
garage, stove & fridge, $625
with heat & water plus secu-
rity or $500 w/o heat &
water. 586-806-4886 p.m.,
or 586-285-1865 a.m.  1/20

Beautifully remodeled 2 Br.
upper, security deposit, Sec-
tion 8 ok, credit check,
$495/mo.  Beautifully remod-
eled 1 Br. upper, $350/mo.
313-590-1000.  1/13 

Lower, 2 Br., clean, senior
citizen or couple preferred.
$550/mo., + deposit.  313-
580-3771, 313-871-0189.
1/6 

9512 Charest, 2305
Poland, prefer Section 8, ap-
pliances included, 313-712-
8347. 1/6

13645 Justine, 6 Mile and
Davison.  3 Br., back porch,
no basement.  $475/mo,
$500 security deposit,  you
pay all utilities 586-925-
2037. 1/27

Hamtramck 2 Br. house,
with appliances, $500/mo.
+ deposit, no pets.  586-
864-4539.  1/13

2 br., living rm., dining rm.,
basement, $450/mo., 586-
360-1029.  1/13

Outer Drive/Van Dyke, 2/4 br.
newly decorated, $300-
$600/mo., + deposit, 313-
640-8243, 586-619-9942. 1/6

6192 Selkirk, 4 br., 2.5
bath, big lot, completely re-
modeled, close to Miller
Mosque.  Asking $45,000
or best offer.  586-873-
6783. 1/13

Taking offers on two-family flat
on Commor between Mackay
and Jos. Campau. Home
needs renovation, call for de-
tails, 313-443-0093. 1/13

Commercial building/office,
3000 sq. ft., LC terms, on Can-
iff near post office, $88,000.
586-904-6845.  1/13

Well established restaurant,
Detroit, for sale by owner.
Great family business,
breakfast-lunch, building +
business. Call Louie for
more details at 586-530-
6772. 1/27
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HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING
FREE ESTIMATES

Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

ROOFING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

SIDING

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds
11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

BUILDERS AND REMODELING

Father and Sons, Honest and Dependable.
Small or Large Jobs. 

Painting • Plaster Repair • Carpentry • Electric • Plumbing 
Landscaping • Moving/Hauling • Power Washing

— FOR FREE ESTIMATE —
Call Chris 313.408.1166

We also
speak
Polish!

Licensed
Insured

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  
State License #8106883

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

Your Ad
Here!
(313) 

874-2100

Your Ad Here (313) 874-2100
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Deadline for  
classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

(313) 874-2100

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
VACANCIES AVAILABLE:
• 3 bedroom flats starting at $500
— JANUARY SPECIAL —

• 2 bedroom flats starting at $425
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

PAINTING

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY OWNER

8/31/12

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING FOR SALE

Hamtramckrentals.com 

Two electric dryers
for sale, 1 Whirlpool,
1 Kenmore, very good
condition, $75 each,
can deliver for free.

Call Julie 
313 570-4242  

10
/2
8/
20
12
 

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

FOR
RENT

Lower studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist:

2 bedrooms, includes 
new appliances, renovated
throughout, $550/mo., 
1-1/2 month sec. dep.

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

Help Wanted - 
Income Tax Supervisor

Income tax supervisor, City of Hamtramck, oversees tax
processing and collection of municipal income tax with-
holding, filings and delinquent actions. Compensation
$40,000-$50,000, closing date 1/10/2012. Fill out the
application for employment and submit it to human re-
source department by mail: 

City of Hamtramck Human Resource Department
3401 Evaline Ave., Hamtramck, MI, 48212

Email resume and letter of interest to:
ckumpula@hamtramckcity.com. 

Full job description www.hamtramck.us/humanre-
sources.

Equal Employment Opportunity 
The city practices nondiscrimination and discourages and prohibits discrimi-

nation against any person in recruitment, examination, appointment, training,
promotion, retention, discipline or any other aspect of personnel administration
because of political opinions or affiliation or because of race, religion, color, eth-
nic origin, marital status, height, weight, arrest record, disability or other nonmerit
factors discrimination on the basis of age, gender or physical disability is pro-
hibited except where specific age, gender or physical requirements constitute a
bona fide occupation qualification necessary to proper and efficient administra-
tion or where state or federal law specify a minimum age. Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100
House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

an Unfair Labor practice
charge against the city, since
this action occurred during
contract negotiations.
The unions pointed out that

they are also baffled by the
move since an agreement
had previously been reached
on a new health care deal,
which the union said would
have saved the city
$600,000 a year.
City Manager Cooper said

there was indeed a plan that
would have been easier on
the wallets of officers, but it
would have required all city
employees to go along with it.
Cooper said it appeared all

employees were in agree-
ment. He added that the sav-
ings to the city would have
been $500,000 a year, and
that this new plan will save
the city only $300,000.
So why go with a plan that

offers reduced savings for the

city?
Cooper said he can only

speculate, but he thinks it
was a way to force the police
unions to agree to more con-
cessions.
“I’m sure there is going to

be a lot more to come before
this plan is finalized,” Cooper
said.
City Councilmember Catrina

Stackpoole, who is now off
the council because her term
expired, said the council is
running out of options on
where to make cuts in the
city’s budget.
“We cannot balance the

budget without concessions,”
she said.
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don was the lone vote
against the health plan, say-
ing officers will not be able to
afford it.
“This is how we say thank

you?” she said.

Police say new health
plan is unfair Continued from front page

CYLWIK
Raymond Cylwik, 89, died

on December 17, 2011.
Mr. Cylwik was born in

Wilkes-Barre, PA, on March 5,
1922 to the late Charles Sil-
vick and Jane Pugh Silvick.
Raymond was a veteran of

the U.S. Army serving in
World War II as a sergeant.
He was the recipient of two
Bronze Stars and a Purple
Heart for his service. He
moved to Hamtramck shortly
after the war.
He is survived by his sister

Adelyn Price of Richmond, VA,
and Lee Jane Walsh of Little
Falls, NJ.  He was prede-
ceased by his brothers
Robert, William and Charles;
sisters Joan and Alice.  
In the last year of his life he

cared for a dear family friend,
Ms. Margaret Wisnieski of
Hamtramck, MI.  
Burial was at Fort Custer

National Cemetery in Au-
gusta, MI, with arrangements
handled by Jurkiewicz & Wilk
Funeral Home.

WIERZBOWSKI
Regina Wierzbowski, died

January 3, 2012.
Regina Wierzbowski (nee

Orlowski) was born Septem-
ber 25, 1918 in Hamtramck.
Mrs. Wierbowski was a life-
long resident of Hamtramck
and a member of St. Florian
Parish.

She is survived by her lov-
ing husband of 61 years, Wal-
ter.  She was the cherished
mother of Bill, Chris (Joe)
Booza, Mary (Frank) McMil-
lian, Kathy (Bob) Stroh, Joe,
and Jerome (Karen).  Wonder-
ful busia of 15 grandchildren
and 5 great-grandchildren,
and numerous nieces &
nephews.

Arrangements are through
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home with visitation at the
family home on Saturday,
Sunday, & Monday, January 7,
8, & 9.  Funeral Mass is at
St. Florian Church on Tues-
day, January 10, at 11 a.m.

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE
OR LEASE



given no indication by the ad-
ministration that this deficit
was growing so fast.
Repeatedly, the council’s re-

quests for reports on the per-
formance of our departments
have been ignored preventing
us from making timely deci-
sions that would improve serv-
ices. 
Why should we have to re-

peatedly ask for information
that the city manager should
automatically provide to us on

a regular basis? Why should
we be denied access to this in-
formation?
To illustrate this point we

need not look further than the
recent breakdown in our water
department billing process.
The water department supervi-
sor position was vacated due
to an injury suffered by the em-
ployee. In her absence no
water bills were sent out for
seven billing cycles. 
Neither the department su-

pervisor, nor the finance direc-

tor nor the city manager no-
ticed this was happening and
when they did become aware
of it they discovered that no
other employee knew how to
do this job. 
This administrative break-

down resulted in the city having
to suffer the added expense of
hiring an outside consultant to
process the billing and even
then the customers were over-
charged and there was an
added expense to correct the
errors. 
To date, we have not been

provided with a full and com-
plete report on this debacle.
Why should the city manager
not be held accountable and
not be expected to give full dis-
closure of the facts of this mat-
ter? 
Why will he not keep us ap-

prised of the full economic im-
pact of this meltdown?
We pay our city manager a

salary in excess of $100,000
and provide him with excellent
health insurance and retire-
ment benefits in return for the
professional administration of
our affairs. 
The above mentioned items

should not be happening under
the watch of any city manager
let alone one that is so gener-
ously compensated. If the tax-
payers are willing to offer this
type of compensation to a city
manager then we should em-
ploy a manager that can han-
dle the affairs of our city. 

Do you think Cooper is failing
in his job? Are there any
strengths that Cooper brings to
the job?

Jankowski: We have not ex-
perienced a level of administra-
tive competence and
professionalism from the city
manager’s office that is re-
quired to manage our city.
I recently joined my fellow

councilmembers and the
mayor in the process of for-
mally evaluating the city man-
ager’s job performance. The
only area where Mr. Cooper
was rated above average was
in the category “Relationships
With Members of the Council,”
here he was given a rating of
3.1 out of a possible 5.
His overall rating in all cate-

gories was 2.72 out of a pos-
sible 5 which is below average.

Would you rather see Cooper
fired and replaced with a new
city manager?
Jankowski: We have not

moved forward under the watch
of our city manager, and it is
time for the council to seriously
consider all available options
to reverse this trend.

Some might say you have
overstepped your role as a
councilmember and you are at-
tempting to micromanage the
city manager’s office. How
would you answer that?
Jankowski: The fact is that I

have no legal authority as a
councilmember to act inde-
pendently. The council acts
only as a whole. Many of my ini-
tiatives have been adopted by
council majority and some
have not. Those that say I have
overstepped my role as a coun-
cilmember must understand

that this cannot happen under
our form of government.
In 2005 Hamtramck adopted

the City Manager form of gov-
ernment which took adminis-
trative authority away from the
mayor and gave it to the coun-
cil. But yet to this day the coun-
cil has yet to clearly define its
relationship with the city man-
ager and department heads. 
The desire of individual coun-

cil members to act independ-
ently results in courses of
action being decided unilater-
ally (without council resolution)
“behind closed doors.”
This results in a breakdown

of the independent relationship
between the council and the
city manager that is necessary
to make this form of govern-
ment effective. I have not
taken this route. Rather than
creating a personal relation-
ship with the city manager I
have kept it professional,
rather than seeking informa-
tion privately I have asked for it
publicly and when I see that
there is a need for administra-
tive action I ask for it publicly
in open session.

If that is the definition of mi-
cromanagement then I am
guilty as charged.
All councilmembers have

strengths as individuals which
collectively could make the
council an effective body. My
strength is in administrative
functions and that is why I tend
to focus on administrative mat-
ters.
I am motivated by the belief

that Hamtramck is a remark-
able place where remarkable
things can happen and I put
the effort into working with my
colleagues to create an envi-
ronment where this can hap-
pen. 
While I possess enough hu-

mility to know that I cannot do
this alone I also possess the
strength and courage to take
bold steps and lead the way
when called upon.  Some peo-
ple are uncomfortable with this
and incorrectly interpret this as
an attempt on my part to mi-
cromanage.
There is nothing more that I

would like than to wake up in
the morning and know that our
city is fiscally solvent, capable
of providing necessary serv-
ices and is responsive to its
residents because it is in the
hands of capable administra-
tors. 
Today it is not. I see this and

I do not accept it.
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The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:30pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 

313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Thin Crust $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Square Deep Dish $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00SP

EC
IA
LT
Y 
PI
ZZ

ASLarge
Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$600$600

11608 Conant 
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

11608 Conant
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

NEW!
Lamb Gyro
$299

NEW!
Philly Steak Sub
$449

What’s for dinner tonight?

ALL DAY • EVERY DAY SPECIALS

8” Sub
Fries & Drink

$500

2 All Beef
Coney Islands
Fries & Drink

$400

FREE
Wi-fi

Cheese add 50¢
Bacon add $1.00

FREE
Wi-fi

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

— ALL CARRYOUT 10% OFF —

Taco Tuesdays
Hard or Soft Tacos

$100

Burger 
Fries & Drink

$500

RESTAURANT
Formerly The Clock

11444 Jos. Campau • 313-366-2244

LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
11am-2pm

5 Whole Wings Fries & Pop
$599

Gyro & Baby Greek Salad
$599

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS 

Mon-Fri 6-11am
2 Pieces of Meat & 2 Eggs

$199
Skillet Breakfast - Make your 

own omelette a skillet
$399

Senior 
Discount
10%

Open 24 Hours -
7 Days a Week!

Monday-Tuesday

CONEYS

99¢
SOUL FOOD
Meat, 2 Sides & 

Piece of Cornbread

$1095
Private Party 
Room Available

NOW 
OPEN!

Saganaki

Mon-Wed
Buy One SOUL
FOOD Meal &
Get One SOUL
FOOD Meal
FREE!!

Limited time offer.

FREE
Wi-Fi

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!
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Continued on page 5

Councilmember has sharp words for city manager
Continued from page 4

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

City Manager Bill Cooper has
come under increasing criti-
cism from Councilmember
Tom Jankowski.


