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Election Day is next
Tuesday (Nov. 2).
OK voters, it’s your day

to perform your civic duty
and participate in the
democratic process. This
election is viewed as an
important one because
it’s halfway through Pres-
ident Obama’s term.
It’s viewed by some as

a referendum on the
president and the party in
power, which is the Dem-
ocratic Party.
No matter what your po-

litical leanings are, it’s al-
ways a good thing to
vote.

Source: Hamtramck Historical Commission
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Quick Hits

• We don’t get this one
either. Back in 1947,
Japanese Emperor Hiro-
hito’s horse was put on
display in the city.
Whether it was a stuffed
or live version of the
horse is not clear. Nor is
it clear why anyone would
want to put it on display.

• The first Hamtramck
township was formed in
1789, and it extended all
the way to the Detroit
River.

• Gov. Frank Murphy
spoke at Hamtramck
High School in 1938.
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"Welcome to Hamtramck"
from Danny "D" and the Vagabonds
Never give up on your DREAMS

www.dannydlive.com

This week
in history

Paid for by The Committee to Elect John Chouinard

Visit www.johnchouinardforstatesenate.com

LEADERSHIP • CHARACTER
COMMON SENSE

Was bar sting
a payback? 
By Charles Sercombe
There is some serious fall-

out from last month’s bar
sting in town.
In September, the police de-

partment sent underage de-
coys to several bars to see if
they would get served without
being asked to produce ID.
Bartenders at three bars fell
for the ruse, including a bar
owned by City Councilmember
Tom Jankowski.
Jankowski owns Whiskey in

the Jar but was not bartending
the night of the sting. Also in-
cluded in the sting was the
New Dodge Lounge, a bar
owned by City Councilmember
Cathie Gordon.
Gordon’s bartender asked

for ID from the decoys and de-
clined to serve them when
they couldn’t produce one.
The timing of the stings has

come under question since
they were conducted just days
after a controversial discus-
sion on purchasing bullet
proof vests for the entire Po-
lice Department. Jankowski

It’s down to
the wire for
election
By Charles Sercombe
It may not feel like an elec-

tion here in Hamtramck, but
Election Day is indeed coming
up.
Next Tuesday voters nation-

wide will be heading to the
polls. For political junkies this
election season has offered a
lot of drama and suspense.
The biggest guess is whether
national polls are accurate in
predicting a Republican sweep
in congress and in state of-
fices.
Locally, there are no seats

being contested in city council.
But there is a Hamtramck

resident involved in this elec-
tion. Muhammad Alim is run-
ning as an independent in the
state representative race. The
Democratic candidate, John
Olumba, is considered a shoo-
in. 

By Charles Sercombe
Want to hear a real Halloween

horror story?
Stop by a special City Council

meeting Monday evening, and the
stuff you’ll hear will make the
hairs on your arms stand up.
This is no tale for the kiddies or

faint of heart.
In a nutshell, here it is: Ham-

tramck’s financial picture
is worse than ever
and it looks like
the city

has two months or so before it’s
lights out.
And that means some tough

decisions by city officials in the
coming weeks – that is if they
have the stomach to make those
decisions. One of the frustrating
facts facing officials is that there
is little to cut from the budget –
except where the big ticket items
are located.
And that includes police and

fire service as we know it.
Councilmember Tom Jankowski
said there is a cash flow prob-
lem and that by January “there

will be nothing.”

City Manager Bill Cooper has
been warning the council -- and
anyone who will listen -- that the
city will be bankrupt by January.
It was just a little over a year

ago the city’s finances were look-
ing rosy. So what happened?
The biggest hit to the city’s

budget came from Detroit. Mayor
Dave Bing’s administration is
withholding $3 million in shared
tax revenue collected from GM’s
Poletown plant, which straddles
both Detroit and Hamtramck.
Detroit is insisting it has been

overpaying Hamtramck for sev-
eral years and that part of the
shared tax agreement has ex-
pired.

This is no made up Halloween
tale for Hamtramck

Continued on page 2



The city had been collecting
about $4 million a year from
the plant. Considering the
city’s annual budget is about
$18 million, that’s a large
chunk of change. Also hurting
the city is the crash in the
housing market. The lower
values of homes and the high
number of forfeitures trans-
late into less property taxes
collected.
Another wallop is the loss

of income tax from American
Axle and the drop in tax col-
lection from equipment in the
plant. The company shut
down the plant a year ago
and let go most of its work-
ers.
The city has already laid off

several employees and cut
salaries for non-union employ-

ees. Cooper has been asking
union employees to take
salary and benefit cuts to fur-
ther help out, but so far only
the firefighters have agreed
to cuts.
So what else can be done?
Jankowski said it’s going to

come down to – sooner or
later – disbanding the Police
Department and bringing in
the county sheriffs.
He said he doubts a major-

ity of the council will agree to
that move.
“I’m tough enough to make

the hard decisions,”
Jankowski said.
If the city fails to take any

action to balance the budget,
the state could intervene and
appoint an emergency finan-
cial manager. Hamtramck  al-
ready experienced a

state-appointed manager in
2000.
The thinking is that the

state may file for bankruptcy
on behalf of the city in order
to make sweeping changes to
union contracts and possibly
merge police and fire serv-
ices with either the county or
Detroit.
No matter what, it looks like

payless paydays are on the
horizon for city employees.
Jankowski said the city is glid-
ing by on its “budget stabiliza-
tion fund” – another way of
saying we’re using up the
rainy day fund.
Folks, it’s not only raining,

it’s a tsunami, figuratively
speaking.
Monday’s meeting won’t be

all doom and gloom. There
are still some development
projects underway, thanks
largely to stimulus money
being pumped into the econ-
omy by the Obama adminis-
tration.
A hearing will be held to de-

cide whether to approve a
Brownfield tax credit for a

major development project
here in town.
The four-story building on

Jos. Campau and Belmont is
slated for renovation. Part of
the work includes the removal
of asbestos and lead. The de-
veloper, Mark Hausner, is in
line to receive $119,000
from taxes collected on the
property, but that payment
won’t come until 14 years
from now.
In the meantime Hausner

would get a tax credit and a
tax break for the next 12
years.
Plans call for a soul food

restaurant on the bottom
floor and loft development in
the upper floors.
Hausner is also applying for

a special state grant that will
give him $30,000 (in stimu-
lus money) for each living unit
he creates in the upper
floors, although that grant is
good for no more than four
units.
(You can contact Charles
Sercombe at cs@theham-
tramckreview.com.)

Historically this district for
state representative and sena-
tor overwhelmingly votes for the
Democratic candidate. It’s the
Primary Election that plays a
more important role in deciding
who that candidate will be.
Given that tradition, our cur-

rent State Rep., Bert Johnson,
will likely win his bid for Sen-
ate. He is facing a Republican
candidate, John Chouinard,
who has been actively cam-
paigning in Hamtramck.
The top race most voters

are interested in is who will
become our next governor.
Gov. Jennifer Grandholm was
termed out and could not seek
re-election.
So far, most polls show Rick

Snyder, the Republican candi-
date for governor, has a 20
point lead over his Democratic
challenger, Virg Bernero.
Two other highly contested

races are for state Attorney
General and Secretary of
State. The two races are wide
open after the incumbents in
each office decided to seek
other elected office but failed.
In the AG election, it ap-

pears Republican candidate
Bill Shuette has an edge over
Democratic challenger David
Leyton.
In the Sectary of State race,

recent polls indicate a very
close race between Demo-
cratic candidate Jocelyn Ben-
son and Republican candidate
Ruth Johnson.
While there are no local bal-

lot issues, Hamtramck voters
will be asked to decide on two
state proposals and a county
parks millage renewal.
The first state proposal is

whether to have a new state

constitution written. Support-
ers say the state’s constitu-
tion is woefully out of date
while critics say a revised con-
stitution will cost too much
money. The other state pro-
posal seems to be inspired by
former Detroit Mayor Kwame
Kilpatrick and his legal trou-
bles. The proposed law would
not allow those who receive
felony convictions for violating
the public’s trust while holding
a position in government from
holding public office.
The county parks millage is

a renewal for five more years.

The tax millage equals about
25 cents per $1,000 of your
property’s assessed value. If
renewed, the tax is expected
to generate $10.6 million in
2011.
Anyone wishing to vote ab-

sentee has until Monday to
apply and vote. The Clerk’s Of-
fice will be open this Saturday
(Oct. 30) from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. to handle absentee vot-
ers.
Tuesday’s election precincts

will be open from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m.
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This week at the library...
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, Octo-

ber 30 at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the
instructor for the ESL class for beginners.
Everyone is invited. Free to the public.
Halloween Costume Party - Saturday, Octo-

ber 30 at noon. Dress up and join your friends
at the library Halloween Party, featuring ghoul-
ish games, freaky arts and crafts and frighten-
ing fun. Best costumes will win prizes.
Computer Classes for Beginners - Tuesday,

November 2 at 11:30 a.m. Basic instructions
on computer use for beginners will be held on
Tuesdays. Number of participants is limited to
available computers.
Reading and Conversation for ESL Stu-

dents - Tuesday, November 2 at 5:30 p.m.
Jide Aje is the instructor for the reading and
conversation ESL classes.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, November 2

at 4 p.m.Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math
club and math tutoring.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, November

3 at 3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day
at the library. Come and enjoy our feature pres-
entation, which includes popcorn and snacks.
Computer Classes for Intermediate Users

- Thursday, November 4 at 11:30 a.m. Adults
with basic computer skills can enhance their
computer literacy each Thursday at the library.

Number of participants is limited to available
computers. 
Fall Teen Club - Thursday, November 4 at 5

p.m. Members of the Teen Club will make fall
decorations for the library. Everyone is invited
to join.
Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday Novem-

ber 4 at 4 p.m. Sign up and participate in
Jeopardy games held on Thursdays at the li-
brary. Compete against friends, win prizes and
have fun developing your knowledge skills.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, Novem-

ber 6 at noon. All children are invited to chil-
dren’s storytime at the library. This Saturday is
treasure hunt day with lots of surprises, after
we read "Looking for a Moose" by Phyllis Root.
92nd Anniversary Library Dinner - Thurs-

day, Nov. 11 at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited to
the Annual Library Dinner at the PNA Banquet
Hall on Conant & Belmont. During the program,
new members will be inducted into the Library
Hall of Honor. Tickets are available at the Li-
brary. The event is organized by the Friends of
Hamtramck Public Library.
Meeting of the Library Board - Tuesday, No-

vember 18 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the
Library Board will be held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at 

http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 
where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

NOVEMBER 7, 2010, AT 11:00 A.M. ST. ALBERTUS 
HISTORIC CHURCH WILL HAVE A MASS AND PRAYER
AT THE KATYN MEMORIAL. HARVEST TURKEY DINNER
WILL BE AFTER MASS AND PRAYERS IN THE RECTORY
AT A DONATION OF $10.00 EACH.

CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 
OR JEAN 

(313) 664-0257

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

This is no made up Halloween tale for Hamtramck 

It’s down to the wire for election Continued from front page

Continued from front page

Despite the gloomy financial news facing the city, there is
major development planned here. The four-story building on
Jos. Campau and Belmont is going to get a major makeover,
thanks to some state and federal grants.



By Charles Sercombe
While the number of car

thefts has been going down in
recent years, a more insidious
trend may start to emerge,
say local law enforcement of-
ficers.
As cars become more theft

proof, police are saying in pri-
vate that they fear car thieves
will become more desperate
and resort to carjackings. It’s
not the kind of thing that the
Police Department wants to

openly talk about for fear that
the public will become pan-
icked.
Modern cars can now only

be started with an encoded
key, meaning even if car
thieves break into your car,
they can’t start it up. 
That has led to an increase

of thieves resorting to steal-
ing just parts of cars, mainly
expensive wheels. The
process of stealing wheels
can often result in thousands
of dollars in damages.
Locally, police report there

is an increase in the theft of
GPS-navigation systems.
Nationally, police are seeing

a slight uptick in carjackings.
That may very well be the next
step for frustrated auto
thieves. So far, that increase
has not shown up in Ham-
tramck. For the past three
years, Hamtramck has had
just 11 carjackings each year.
Hamtramck police say the

best way to minimize your
chance of being carjacked is
to park in areas where people
are around, and at night park
in well-lit areas. Also, you
have to be aware of your sur-
roundings, and be on the look-
out for suspicious people or
for someone possibly follow-
ing you.
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Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

Cold and flu season is back. Each year about 36,000 Americans ages 50 and older 
die from the flu and its complications, such as pneumonia. Another 226,000 older 
adults end up in the hospital.

So how can you tell which bug is which?

The common cold usually causes these symptoms:

Signs of the flu include:

disinfectant hand cleaners.

 6 months of age should get an annual 
flu shot. It’s not too late to get your flu shot. 

Cold versus Flu
By Dwight Encinas, M.D.

To make an appointment with a family medicine physician 
at Henry Ford Medical Center – Hamtramck, 

please call 313-982-8100.

Call the doctor! 

Get the free mobile app at 

Government 
Supported

CELLULAR SERVICE

FREE Cellular Phone FREE Monthly Minutes

You are eligible to receive a FREE Cellular Phone with
FREE Monthly Minutes every month. 

Enroll Here from 2-4pm Only!

Goods And Things

RESALE SHOP

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@ sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

• Furniture • Books • Records
• Household Items • And lots more...

if you receive:
• Medicaid
• Food Stamps
• Supplemental Security
Income (SS)

• Federal Public Housing
Assistance (Section 8)

• The National School
Free Lunch Program

• Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families - TANF

• Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance 
Programs (LIHEAP)

Lawrence the Computer
Geek is Back!

Holy Cross Parish
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck

Saturday, November 6
2-6 p.m.

Sub Sandwich Sale - 7” Meat & Cheese Subs
$300 or 2/$500  

Pop & Snacks Available

Pre order at 586-731-6937

Santa Shoppe
Christmas Decorations, Gift Wrap, Bags, Small Gifts,

Home Made Chocolate, Stocking Stuffers
Start Your Christmas Shopping Here

— Free Admission —

4821 E. McNichols
Detroit, Michigan 48212

313-368-4600 fax 313-368-4700

sunshinetreatmentinstitute@comcast.net

Occupational 
Medicine

By Charles Sercombe
There’s been plenty of talk

since last week’s story on a
park grant that disappeared.
Unfortunately, the more

that people talked, the less
clear the issue became.
Wayne County Commis-

sioner Moe Blackwell said
last week’s story was not cor-
rect in stating he offered a
$75,000 park improvement
grant when actually the
money was not really there.
Blackwell -- who announced

the park grant at a City Council
meeting just weeks before elec-
tion day -- said the money was
indeed there but it was later

withdrawn by Wayne County Ex-
ecutive Robert Ficano.
“It’s not that Moe Blackwell

didn’t do his job,” said Black-
well, speaking in the third per-
son. “It’s about Bob Ficano
playing politics.”
We reported that the direc-

tor of the county parks de-
partment, Beverly Watts, said
that’s not the case and that
the money was never bud-
geted at the time Blackwell
came to the city council.
Through a county

spokesman, Watts is now
saying that Blackwell mistak-
enly thought a 2007 parks
grant offered to the city was

still available. Watts says that
grant was given to another
community when Hamtramck
failed to follow through.
Blackwell said that’s not

true, either. He said he was
told by Watts before he ap-
proached the council that the
money was there.
“I’m not the one who was

misinformed. She is the one
who is misinformed,” Black-
well said. “I didn’t sit at home
and concoct this.”
Bottom line: there is no

grant money for Hamtramck.
Blackwell was defeated in

the August Primary Election in
his bid to win re-election.

State Sen. Martha Scott, who
is being termed out, will be
the new county commissioner
for Hamtramck. She is run-
ning unopposed in Tuesday’s
election.
Despite the twists and turns

of the issue – and the changing
stories -- the city has a plan to
construct a basketball court in
Veterans Park filed with the
county. There is a chance the
city could receive a grant for the
project next year, said Watts.
Still, the issue reeked of

inter-county political warfare
and has several people here
and in the county pointing fin-
gers.

Commissioner says it’s not his fault
park grant disappeared 

As cars get more 
theft-proof, thieves
get desperate

Lawrence the Computer
Geek is Back!

Coming Events
NOVEMBER 14, Sunday – Transfiguration Parish (5830
Simon K in Detroit) is hosting its “Annual Turkey Din-
ner.” Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children
11 and under. The meal includes raffles, door prizes,
game booths and bake sale. For more information,
call the Prish rectory at (313) 892-1310, or Dolores
at (586) 939-0631.

SECOND MONDAY of each month, through Dec. 13,
12:30-2:30 p.m. – A Wayne County program, food pro-
gram for low-income families, at People’s Community
Services, 8625 Jos. Campau. To qualify you must be
a Hamtramck resident and had picture ID and proof
of income. Volunteers are needed to unload supplies,
etc. To volunteer, show up at 10:30 a.m.

Hamtramck
Community 

Initiative

“W eeding out crim e, seeding pos-
itive action for clean and safe

neighborhoods.”

(313) 281-8150

View crime maps and more at 
www.HamtramckCommunity.org

WEED and SEED 
is a federally funded

strategy 
to make our neighborhoods safer. 

Hamtramck is in YEAR THREE of a five
year strategy.  What ideas do you have to
make Hamtramck safe?  Call Parris at
(313) 281-8150 to share your ideas, or 
attend your local monthly Neighborhood

Watch or Block Club group.

WEED and SEED is.... 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
and BLOCK CLUBS

GRAFFITI REMOVAL
"SAFE HAVEN" ACTIVITIES for YOUTH
OFFENDER RE-ENTRY PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY and POLICE COOPERATION 



(Editor-at-Large Walter Wasacz
writes a weekly column on life
in Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
Hamtramck is so rich in cul-

tural amenities that it's often
tough to keep up with it all. 
Think about it: where else

does the full expression of cre-
ative work by visual artists, mu-

sicians, designers, promoters
and curators bump up against
the decades-long community
engagement of groups repre-
senting the city's ethnic popu-
lations?
Let's tighten our focus on the

latter. Organizations like the
Polish-American Central Citi-
zens Committee don't often
make headlines in the local

press. And it doesn't get any
play with media looking to De-
troit -- and Hamtramck, increas-
ingly -- for the next innovative
step forward in the arts (the
best example of this is the
transformation of the neighbor-
hood just north of the city and
south of Davison, where the
Power House project and San
Francisco's Juxtapoz magazine
have combined on an other-
worldly re-design of several
abandoned houses).
Groups like Central Citizens

provide a real backbone for
community life to thrive. They
have been
doing it for a
whopping 96
years (yes, you
read that right),
and have been
holding an an-
nual testimonial
banquet for the
last 38 years.
The banquet
honors the
memory of Kaz-
imierz Pulaski,
dubbed the "Fa-
ther of the
American Cav-
alry" for his
leadership and
heroism during
the Revolutionary War. 
In his short, brilliant military

career Pulaski saved the life of
then-General George Washing-
ton during the Battle of Brandy-
wine (1777) and fought
alongside General "Mad" An-
thony Wayne at another battle
that defeated the British in
Haddonfield, New Jersey. 
Pulaski died of wounds suf-

fered during the Battle of Sa-
vannah in 1779. He was 34 at
the time of his death and has
been honored with tributes, ob-
servations, parades and stat-
ues across the U.S. for over
200 years. In 2009, Pulaski
was granted honorary citizen-
ship by the U.S. Congress --
only one of seven people to re-

ceive the designation.
So it's no small accomplish-

ment to be duly noted by the
Central Citizens Committee
membership for good works
and deeds in the community.
They do it every year in the
name of the memory of the pa-
triotic spirit of Gen. Pulaski.
Last Sunday, the group held

its banquet at
the Polish Na-
tional Alliance
Hall on Conant
and honored
Don Horkey,
Greg Kowalski,
Laurie Go-
mulka, George
L u k o w s k i ,
Terry Manning,
Fr. James
Mazurek, Eu-
gene Oleszko,
Fr. Roman
Pasieczny and
Michael Wilk.
The group

also honored
the Detroit

Tigers organization as a "Friend
of Polonia" for its support of
the Polish-American commu-
nity. The Tigers have featured a
Polish-American Night, first at
Tiger Stadium and now at Com-
erica Park, for 40 years.
The event is all about dedica-

tion to tradition and commu-
nity. It's a good story that
needs telling and retelling, not
to mention looking forward to
the Central Citizens' upcoming
100-year anniversary. Now
that's rich.           
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Go Out on the Hamtown!

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

Check Out theNew Patio!

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.15% OFF

Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 

No coupon needed. 
Expires 11/5/10.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
No coupon needed. Expires 11/5/10.

Open Sunday-Thursday 7am-11pm
Friday-Saturday 7am-Midnight+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

HALLOWEEN PARTY THIS SATURDAY!
October 30th, 8pm-2am
Music • Food • Prizes for Costumes

Drink Specials During Televised 
Lions & Wings Games!

Join us for a Nice • Clean • Safe FUN! 
• Atmosphere - Become a POST 10 Supporter

Come play new Club Keno in our clean clubroom

Karaoke every Fri. & Sat. Nights
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Supporting PLAV Post 10 helps us assist veterans in need.
11641 Conant • Hamtramck

— 893-5633 —

Wednesdays — Saturdays 3pm-2am
Hippo’s is back!

Com e try 
Spaten Oktoberfest Beer $300   

Labatt Draft$125
Pabst Bottle $150

Halloween Party • Friday, Oct. 29th
Come see Jackie and DJ Blayd

16 oz. 

16 oz. 

HALLOWEEN
PARTY BLOWOUT
Weekend of Oct. 29 & 30
Friday & Saturday
The party starts at 9pm
with DJ Sedano Live!

$100 Best Costume
Prize Each Night!!

Weekend of Oct. 29 & 30
Friday & Saturday

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689
Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters
W elcom e!

FRIDAY • OCT. 29th 9pm

Games

Food

Karaoke

Drink
Specials

CA$H PRIZES for Best Costume!!!
Come on down - 

Just for the fun of it!

Main Event: OPEN BLUES JAM

OCTOBER 30th Starting at 9pm-1am
Costume Contest with Cash Prizes

1st • $100 Best Costume  /  2nd • $50 Most Creative
3rd • $25 Most Gruesome

NO COVER  50/50 RAFFLE  JELLO SHOTS   DRINK
SPECIALS  DOOR PRIZES  LOTS OF GREAT FOOD

AND LIVE MUSIC FOR ALL TO ENJOY!
Bring a carved pumpkin and win cash prize for best brought in!

For More Info Call 313-872-0387 After 6pm

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

initially suggested that officers
be required to use their cloth-
ing allowance to buy the vests
since they refused to help the
city reduce its deficit by taking
salary and benefit cuts.
The vests were being funded

by the department’s drug for-
feiture fund and a grant from
the Justice Department,
meaning there was no cost to
the city’s general budget.
Gordon voted in support of

Jankowski’s request to hold
up the vote on the vests.
There was a time issue, how-
ever, and the final vote came
just shy of a deadline to tap
into the Justice Department’s
grant.
The delay angered a number

of officers, including Police
Chief Mark Kalinowski who ac-
cused Jankowski of playing
with the lives of officers.
Days later, the Police De-

partment conducted the bar
sting. The detective in charge
of the sting, Dan Misiak, de-
nied there was any connection
with the sting and the vest
issue. He said the bars picked
out were based on complaints
filed with the state’s Liquor
Control Commission.
Flash forward to this past

Monday when the bartenders
who were ticketed were ar-
raigned in Hamtramck 31st
District Court, where City Attor-
ney James Allen was acting as
city prosecutor, a role he nor-
mally plays.
Before the court proceed-

ings, Misiak confirmed he had
a “heated” argument with
Allen after Allen said he
wanted to look into police pro-
tocol in the sting. Misiak said
he resents the insinuation
that the sting was not con-
ducted on the up and up and

was politically motivated.
“It was highly unethical and not

in the best interest of the city,”
Misiak said of the allegation.
Misiak added that the attor-

ney for the police officers’
union is looking into the mat-
ter.
Allen refused to comment

on the matter, saying he does
not comment on pending
cases. Gordon also declined
to comment.
Jankowski lashed out

against the sting, saying it
was likely connected with the
vest issue. He also criticized
the sting operation in general,
saying officers abuse the pro-
gram to rack up overtime pay.
The LCC gives the city

$25,000 a year to conduct
stings.
“I see it as nothing more

than an overtime slush fund,”
Jankowski said.
Jankowski also said there

are witnesses who saw the
underage decoys accept alco-
holic drinks and drink them.
He said there needs to be an
investigation into how this
sting was conducted.
There is a connection be-

tween Allen and Jankowski.
When Jankowski was mayor a
few years ago he brought in
Allen’s law firm to take over
legal services.
The question some insiders

have raised privately is
whether there is a conflict of
interest for Allen to serve as
prosecutor because of his re-
lationship with Jankowski.
Jankowski dismissed that

notion, saying: “Not in this
case with the facts that there
are.” 
A pretrial in the matter is

scheduled for Nov. 8 in Ham-
tramck 31st District Court.

Was bar sting a payback?
Continued from front pageStreet Life

A tradition worth telling and retelling
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Traditionally, Hamtramck
voters support Democratic
candidates.
And traditionally this

newspaper has reflected the
political leanings of the
community. In this election,
voters can vote for candi-
dates in both parties, as
long as they don’t vote for
more candidates than are
allowed in each race.
In the Primary Election,

voters had to vote either De-
mocrat or Republican.
This election certainly

gives voters more choices.
When it comes to making

endorsements, the editorial
staff talks about candidates
in all parties and which
ones will better serve the
community. 
That open discussion has

led to some changes in en-
dorsements. We encourage
you, our readers, to also ac-
tively discuss politics with
friends and family.
At some point we all have

to decide. As far as this
newspaper’s editorial posi-
tion (which sometimes dif-
fers from our publisher’s
viewpoint) we urge voters to
vote straight Democratic.
That means we are endors-
ing Virg Bernero for gover-
nor, although we weren’t
impressed that Bernero was
picked by fellow Democrats
to be their candidate.
And we aren’t pleased

that Republicans chose Rick
Snyder for their candidate
for governor.
It’s nothing against

Bernero. It’s just that he
grates on some voters. But
that may because he
speaks uncomfortable
truths about the health of
this state. Bernero has a far
better grasp on the issues
facing the state and has
proved his leadership skills
as mayor of Lansing.
The Republican candidate,

Rick Snyder, who is way
ahead in the polls and is ex-
pected to be voted in, has
offered nothing but vague
solutions to fixing the many
pressing problems Michigan
is facing.
Snyder is running as an

outsider, and we’re betting
that he is going to run into a
brick wall in Lansing’s en-
trenched political machin-
ery. At best, he’s naive. At
worse, he will get nothing
accomplished and Michigan
will continue to crash and
burn.
In other races, we’re sup-

porting Democratic candi-
dates as well. 
In the race for Supreme

Court, we urge voters to ig-
nore the heavy promotion of
Young and Kelly. These two
have a far-right agenda.
Instead, we endorse cur-

rent Supreme Court Justice
Alton Thomas Davis and

first-time challenger Denise
Langford Morris. Voters can
vote for no more than two in
this race.
Included in the ballot are

two state ballot issues. We
urge a “YES” vote to allow
the state’s constitution to
be updated and rewritten. It
is woefully out of date and
desperately needs an over-
haul.
We also urge a “YES” vote

to forbid those who violate
the public’s trust while serv-
ing in a public office or a
public position to run for
public office. While it ap-
pears this proposal was
drafted in response to the
criminal doings of former
Detroit Mayor Kwame Kil-
patrick, it also speaks to the
deep-rooted pay to play sys-
tem in Detroit.
We need protection from

predator politicians.
There is also a tax millage

renewal for Wayne County
parks, a small one amount-
ing to 25 cents per $1,000
assessed value of your
home. We know things are
extremely tight for many
families, but this is a small
price to pay to ensure at
least some of our parks are
maintained.
No matter what we have to

say, go out and vote next
Tuesday.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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A HUD High 
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I have been reading the
notices for block club meet-
ings in Hamtramck, and
when I came to the notice
for my area I was shocked
to see that the meeting
was being held at a bar.
It seems to me that if we

want to invite and include
our Muslim neighbors in
these meetings, a bar is a
very poor choice for a loca-
tion.
This is because Muslims

are very much against the
use of alcohol.

I would hope that the
leaders of this block club
would rethink this location.

Maryann Whitty
Hamtramck

Is a bar the best place to meet? NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE ADOPTION OF A BROWNFIELD PLAN

FOR THE CITY OF HAMTRAMCK, WAYNE COUNTY, MI
PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH ACT 381 OF THE 

PUBLIC ACTS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a Public Hearing shall be held before the City Council of

the City of Hamtramck on the 1st day of November, 2010, at 6:30 PM in the Council

chambers at 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212, on the adoption of a Brownfield

Plan for the City of Hamtramck, within which the Authority shall exercise its powers, all

pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield Redevelopment Fi-

nancing Act, being Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of Michigan of 1996, as

amended.  The description of the proposed brownfield is:

1. Land situated in the City of Hamtramck whose address is 10201 Joseph Campau, 

Hamtramck, Michigan, 48212.  

A description of the property along with any maps and a description of the Brownfield

Plan are available for public inspection at the Department of Community & Economic

Development, Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212.

Please note that all aspects of the Brownfield Plan are open for discussion at the public

hearing.

Before I begin, I would like
to say that, in the past, I have
voted for candidates from
both the Democratic Party
and the Republican Party. I
have even voted for Independ-
ents; I am by no means affili-
ated with ANY party, nor will I
ever be. Traditionally, the now-
defunct Citizen newspaper
has pushed for candidates
who fall under the banner of,
or are affiliated with, the De-
mocrats, thus giving these
politicians a “free pass,” in a
very real sense. Well, I think
this practice is wrong, and un-
acceptable. As the Publisher
of The Review, I believe every-
one should have a fair chance
to express their ideas and
their opinions, no matter their
party affiliation.
This year’s race is primarily

about economic concerns.
I’m sure we all know some-
one, or have a family mem-
ber, who has been affected by
this massive economic
slump, either here or abroad.
Well, consider State Repre-
sentative Bert Johnson, who
is now running instead for a

State Senate seat: conven-
tional wisdom says the odds
are good that he’ll win, be-
cause the primary process
has already anointed the cho-
sen candidates, who then
usually get a free pass in the
general election. I personally
believe that we have a better
candidate in John Chouinard,
who is running on the Repub-
lican ticket. John Chouinard
has proven that he is for
small businesses, and feels
strongly that the government
is overtaxing the little guy.
Chouinard believes that there
should be less government
intrusion in people’s lives,
and that the State should
learn how to balance their
budget (just like all of us have
to), without levying even more
taxes on us.
Take, for example, the year

2007, wherein House Bill
5198 was voted into law,
which then allowed the Legis-
lature to impose a new 6%
tax on many services used
primarily by businesses (in-
cluding small ones), such as
“office administration” serv-

ices, consulting services, and
even janitorial services! In
the meantime, big conglomer-
ates (what we call “major cor-
porations”) often don’t have
to pay because of their pow-
erful lobbying efforts, fi-
nanced by their great wealth.
On September 30, 2007, this
House Bill passed, with 56
Democrats in favor of the tax
hike, and with 53 Republi-
cans against it. To make mat-
ters worse, this bill also
included another major tax in-
crease, raising the state in-
come tax rate from 3.9% to,
now, 4.35% on small busi-
nesses. State Representative
Bert Johnson voted in favor of
this destructive bill, assuming
it would raise over $750 mil-
lion for the state.
This bill was part of a pack-

age designed to avoid spend-
ing cuts in the fiscal year
2007-2008 budget. Instead
of trimming the bloated state
government, politicians de-
vised a devious way to im-
pose taxes on those often
least represented, the small

My “unprecedented” personal endorsements
for the  November 2  election

Continued on page 8



By Charles Sercombe
The City Council met on Oct.

26, and the meeting lasted for
two hours. Councilmember Kazi
Miah was the only one absent.
Wow. Here it is two weeks

later and it seemed like we’d
been here before, same room,
same discussion. And that dis-
cussion Tuesday night was an-
other long round about adopting
a zoning law regulating where
medical marijuana growers can
operate. 
Talk about a buzzkill. 
In essence, the council de-

cided to join a growing number
of other communities by post-
poning any action on the issue
until the state legislature tackles
the law.
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don proposed tabling the issue
based on advice she received
from state Rep. Bert Johnson.
Johnson told her that state law-
makers will make changes to
the law by early January because
of so much confusion surround-
ing the voter-approved law.

Gordon also said the city
ought to back off from “commer-
cializing” the cultivation of the
plant, saying it should remain a
matter between a patient and
their caregiver. The council has
been debating where to allow
medical marijuana collectives to
operate.
Collectives are places where

several growers can share
space.
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski, who voted against
postponing the adoption of the
zoning law, said that all the coun-
cil is doing is saying where col-
lectives can grow their product.
He said ultimately it’s up the
council and Plan Commission to
decide on where collectives can
operate on a case-by-case basis.
He stressed this isn’t about in-
terpreting state law.
Councilmember Catrina Stack-

poole said she, too, is in favor of
postponing the issue because
the law needs to be clarified.
She said she doesn’t want to
see collectives invest money in

setting up shop only to see state
lawmakers make changes that
could derail the collectives.
In a related matter, a proposed

ordinance submitted by Coun-
cilmember Jankowski to set up
guidelines for issuing permits to
the collectives was also put on
hold until the council meets on
Jan. 25.
Jankowski pointed out that by

postponing the matter, anyone
can still legally open up a collec-
tive and start growing marijuana
because there is no local law
regulating it.
What a long, strange trip it’s

been.
And now on to another puz-

zling and complicated issue.
The council may have opened

the proverbial Pandora ’s Box
with an ongoing discussion
about adopting a law (proposed
by Councilmember Gordon) to
treat resale and second-hand
shops the same as pawn shops.
The law would require resale
shops to record who sold them
merchandise, take their finger-

prints, record what was pur-
chased and hold those items for
15 days to see if they come up
as stolen goods.
City Attorney James Allen con-

firmed that there is already a
state law that requires all of
that, which prompted Coun-
cilmember Stackpoole to say:
“Why are we bothering doing this
if we have a state law?”
Well, the short answer to that

was supplied by Allen who said
that by having a local law, court
fines would go into the city’s cof-
fers instead of going to the
state.
But this issue raised a num-

ber of concerns with Mayor
Karen Majewski, who said she
often deals in second-hand
goods. She said requiring resale
shops to catalogue merchandise
and fingerprint those who sell
goods is burdensome and is “ar-
chaic in the way these busi-
nesses operate.”
Gordon conceded that it ap-

pears the city’s police force is
not enforcing the law and in fact
may not even be aware of it. She
stressed her concern is that
stolen goods are being trafficked
through some of the shops. She
said that by adopting a local law,
the enforcement aspect will be
“softer” on the shops here in
town.
Councilmember Jankowski

jumped on that remark, asking
Gordon if she advocates being
“soft” on crime.
Gordon said her point is that

by adopting a local law, it will ed-
ucate the resale shops in town.
Councilmember Stackpoole
countered, saying the shops can
be informed about the state law
any time.
“Why are we wasting our

time?” she said.
Mayor Majewski continued in

her concern over how burden-
some the law is. She said what
if someone sold a vinyl record at
one of the used record stores
here? Would the store be re-
quired to fingerprint the seller
and do all the paperwork re-
quired by state law?
Gordon dismissed the notion

of local record stores being over-
burdened, saying it’s likely a
store like Record Graveyard buys
at most three albums a week.
(Editor’s note: Cathie, you might
want to check with the owner.

Your estimate is way, way off.)
Stackpoole sort of changed

her tune from “why are we wast-
ing our time” to, well, she has no
problem passing a local law in
order to keep court fines locally.
But she noted that passing the
law won’t reduce criminals from
stealing things. The criminals,
she said, will just go someplace
else that’s easier to sell their
stolen items. 
She even took it one step fur-

ther, saying that by making it
easier to sell stolen items to
shops in town, the victims have
a better chance of recovering
their goods. 
Oy!
After all that discussion, the

council, except for Jankowski,
voted to hold a public hearing on
the ordinance on Nov. 9. How-
ever, there is still debate on
what the law should include.
“Is it required we mimic the

state ordinance?” Majewski said
at one point, and further ques-
tioned if things could be left out.
She also wondered about “se-
lective enforcement.”
In a review of items that the

city needs to pay, Councilmem-
ber Gordon motioned to withhold
a $68,000 payment owed to De-
troit for water and sewer service.
The council has been withhold-
ing that payment in retaliation
against Detroit.
Detroit is withholding $3 mil-

lion in tax revenue from the GM
Poletown plant in an ongoing
legal dispute. Councilmember
Jankowski was the only coun-
cilmember to oppose not paying
Detroit.
The council agreed to lease

the former PLAV Post 1 hall on
Holbrook to the city’s Friends of
the Historical Commission for
$1 a year with an option to allow
the organization to purchase the
building for $1.
The hall will be converted into

a historical museum. Commu-
nity & Economic Development
Director Jason Friedmann ex-
plained that by leasing, the city
can explore whether it can re-
ceive special grants to help the
Friends group renovate the build-
ing.
The council also agreed to a

deal where the city will purchase
eight, possibly nine, houses and
commercial buildings to reno-
vate. The ambitious project is

being funded through a $15 mil-
lion federal stimulus grant
(which is administered through
the Michigan State Housing De-
velopment Authority).
Friedmann, who is the city’s

point person in the project, said
he has yet to decided whether to
buy one of the houses because
it was recently destroyed in a
fire. He said it might be to the
advantage of the city to pur-
chase it because demolition
money can be tapped sooner
than waiting for Wayne County to
raze the structure.
He said houses will be rede-

veloped and offered for sale.
The commercial properties will
be developed into a combination
of living quarters and a space for
a commercial business.
OK, this next issue has sev-

eral levels to it, so hold on.
Councilmember Gordon noted
that she saw a public notice in a
recent issue of The Review in
which the state’s Liquor Control
Commission is preparing to
issue a “Club” liquor license to
a non-profit group operating out
of the former UAW hall at Hol-
brook and Lumpkin.
The group, she noted, mentors

kids from age 7 to 18. Gordon
said it’s “morally” wrong to allow
the group to sell liquor in the
same building where kids are
being mentored. She said the
city has a “zero tolerance” policy
on allowing children to be in es-
tablishment where liquor is sold
and consumed.
Here’s where something

needs to be pointed out: Gordon
is the owner of the New Dodge
Lounge and was recently sub-
jected to a sting operation from
the Police Department in which
underage decoys were sent to
her bar to see if they would be
carded.
Gordon’s bar passed the test.

Not so true with three other bars
in town, including a bar owned by
Councilmember Jankowski. 
Now here’s where things take

a twist. That sting came a cou-
ple days after a vote was held on
whether to approve the pur-
chase of bullet proof vests for
the Police Department using
drug forfeiture funds. Jankowski
was initially against it, saying
since the police officers’ union

When it comes to good food
and great times, Hamtramck
has plenty to offer. In this col-
umn, we’ll talk about what’s
happening at our bars,
restaurants and other events
that can be found throughout
the city.

By Charles Sercombe
This weekend is one of the

biggest and busiest nights
for bars, outside of the holi-
days. Yes, there’s something
about Halloween that gets
adults a bit frisky and eager
to party.
Hamtramck’s bars are

ready for the thirsty crowds
with a host of Halloween par-
ties.
Perhaps one of the groovi-

est shindigs is at Small’s on
Saturday (Oct. 30) where the
3-D Invisibles will pump out
their mix of garage, punk and
pop thrown into the blender
with trash pop culture from
the 1960s and 70s.
Add in some sci-fi and

monster movies with a cupful
of horror comics throw in  a
pinch of weird TV, stir and
chant magic spells and, well,
you get the picture. By the
end of night, you might feel
like howling at the moon. 
Oh, there’s also a dress-up

contest.

Over at The Belmont,
they’ve got two nights of Hal-
loween fun. On Friday, the bar
hosts a "Haunted Halloween
Costume Bash" with the
Jesus Chainsaw Massacre
playing. Wow, what a band
name. Repeat that name
several times fast. Then on
Saturday, it’s the “Devil’s
Costume Ball.” Hmmmmm
… we’re all going to hell any-
way, eh?
Things get a little arty over

at The Painted Lady on Sat-
urday where a “Celluloid
Creeps” film will be shown. 
You can count on Virginia

Szymanski to get into the
spirit of things. Her bar,
Jean’s, will throw down a
“Spooktacular Halloween
Bash” on Friday, featuring
cash – yes cash – prizes for
best costumed. We’re going
to get around to talking with
Virg one of these days cause
her place has been around
here forever and Virg is fun
to chat with.
Besides, we like her slo-

gan: “Characters welcome.”
Celina’s is better known for

being one of the town’s best
sports bars, but this Friday
and Saturday it’s all about
Halloween with a $100 prize
for best costumed. That’s
100 bucks being handed out

each night. From the looks of
it, you could really rake in
some dough this weekend
Kelly’s Bar is back up and

running and for blues lovers,
this is the place. Ever since
the much missed Attic Bar
closed down, blues fans
have had nowhere to turn for
live music, at least in this
area.
On Saturday, Kelly’s will

host “Night of the Living
Blues & Hell of a Halloween
Party.” Talk about prizes,
they are offering $100 for
best costumed, $50 for most
creative and $25 for most
gruesome. And if you bring in
a carved pumpkin, there’s a
cash prize for best pumpkin.
As for the music part, it’s

an open blues jam, so you
musicians out there bring
your ax.
We’re not sure if Skipper’s

bar needs a calendar or
what, but on Veterans Day
(Nov. 11), they’re holding a
“People of Walmart Costume
Contest.” You’d think the bar
would want to hold a cos-
tume party this weekend, but
Skipper’s apparently sails a
different course.
And just what are people of

Walmart? If you haven’t seen
the images of the various
shapes and sizes and ques-

tionable clothing tastes of
some of the shoppers who
frequent this place, well,

we’ve included a few photos
just to whet your appetite (or
ruin it?).

This weekend is still Okto-
berfest season and Hippo’s
still has a special on Spatan
Oktoberfest beer – just $3
for a pint. And oh yeah,
they’re hosting a Halloween
party on Friday.
Here’s a reminder every-

one: This Sunday a new
state drunk driving law kicks
in. For those who blow over
two times the legal
alcohol/blood level, you will
now be charged as being
“super” drunk. As you can
imagine the fines are even
more draconian than ever.
Plus, there’s a better chance
of being thrown into the
hoosegow (for up to six
months) and you’ll have to
give up driving for 45 days
and then when you get your
driving privilege back, you
have to install a breathalyzer
device.
All of this will add up to

thousands of dollars you
don’t have, and good luck try-
ing to get to work or school.
Cheers to all of you hob-

goblins and have a drink on
us (but not too many).

Do you know of a cool bar, a
great restaurant or just a
nice place to hang out? If
you have tips on special
events or just want to shine
some light on your favorite
spot send a message to
news@thehamtramckre-
view.com or call us at (313)
874-2100.
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

Continued on page 7



Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

For Sale:

2600 Norwalk, $42,000 
(Bank Owned, Short Sale)

4 bedroom single-family, art studio, 
1,200 sq. ft. master loft. 
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family homes:
3150 Belmont - $42,500 NEW
PRICE!
5057 Carpenter - $39,900 three units
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $99,900
3451 Comstock - $37,500 NEW
PRICE!
2290 Geiner - $49,900
3036 Holbrook - $12,900 NEW!
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $29,900 NEW
PRICE!
12043 Moran - $35,000 NEW PRICE!

11358 Nagel - $40,000 NEW PRICE!
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
2265 Poland - $29,900 - Land contract
available $12,000 down. NEW!
1939  Trowbridge - $79,900
2250 Wyandotte - $39,900 SOLD!
2256 Wyandotte - $29,900 SOLD!
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW
PRICE!
12630 Charest - $29,900
3928 Commor - $39,900 NEW
PRICE!
12108 Gallagher - $49,900 - PENDING!
12080 Lumpkin - $34,900
3901 Trowbridge - $39,900   SOLD!
2667 Whalen - $69,900 SOLD!
Large beautiful full brick home w/full
basement
2336 Yemans - $39,900 SOLD!

Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Col-
lision Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop
Eastpointe:
24862 Rosalind $21,900 SOLD!
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $142,000 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 NEW!
Royal Oak:
5029 Thorncroft - $159,800 NEW
PRICE!
Shelby Township:
49135 Conway Ct. - $74,900 Condo 
Warren:
4340 Frazho - $39,800 - Bank Owned
SOLD!
12885 E. 12 Mile Rd. - $47,500. Bank
owned NEW!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

Call for more information on how you can sell
your home using the Short Sale process.

Short Sale/REO Certified Specialist on staff!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11915 Fleming, Hamtramck - 2 story single
family, 4 BR, large yard w/garage. $26,900-
Price Reduced!

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st
floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR condo,
w/appliances & furniture. $19,000 Cash
Only - New Price!

2353 Danforth, Hamtramck - 4 Bedroom 2-
Family, w/ 2-Car Garage, $15,000

2060 Norwalk, Hamtramck - “Portage
Garage”- 3 bay auto repair facility, including
the 2 family home at 2054 Norwalk.
$65,000 - New Price!

7516 Jackson Ave., Warren - 3 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, 2 car garage w/ driveway $19,900
“Short-Sale”

3374 Comstock - Hamtramck - 2 family
home w/ 4 bedrooms, basement, garage.
Needs minor repairs. $25,000

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR, Basement,
Needs Work $19,900 New Price!

2224 Belmont- Hamtramck - Single family
home w/ 2 bedrooms, living room, dining
room, ¼ basement, garage $29,900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - Attention In-
vestors! 2 well-maintained single-family
homes on one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $35,000

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield Twp.
“Bank Owned” Detached Condo 3 Bed-
rooms, 1½ baths, 2 car garage, $109,900 -
New Price! 

2348 Zinow – Hamtramck - 4 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, completely remodeled. $39,900

7240 Dale- Centerline - Full brick ranch w/
3 bedrooms. first floor laundry, side driveway,
2 ½ car garage. $59,900 - New Price!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Completely ren-
ovated with custom designer touches
throughout. 3 BR, built-in appliances, base-
ment, garage. Must see to appreciate.
$79,900 - New Price!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bedroom, 2-fam-
ily home in need of repair. Full basement,
garage, $24,900 - New Price!

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
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New Construction:
11489 Dyar- $129,900 - NEW PRICE!Already built.
Also “To Be Built” homes, pick your style, carpet &
paint colors & upgrades. Hurry! Four different style op-
tions avail. Three, Four, and five bedroom homes avail.
$24,000 Grant for down payment. *Attention Garret vs.
City of Hamtramck Lawsuit Plaintiffs - Ask about ad-
ditional $35K toward down payment (if eligible). Also,
“NEZ Zon-
ing” - huge
discount on
p rope r ty
taxes, ask
for more
informa-
tion.

Plus Size Fashions

Featuring
-Sizes 14w - 32w
-Great Prices
-Latest Fashions

Located in the Russell Bazaar at 
1600 Clay Ave, Detroit. 

For directions visit jaxxstores.com
Open Friday Evenings and Weekends

Extra 20% off

when you mention

this ad!

Ask Us About Lay-Away!

By Charles Sercombe
There might be one thing

we can all agree on.
Bring back the blinking red

traffic light on Caniff in front
of the fire station. The city
was forced to end the prac-
tice of allowing motorists to
stop and drive through the
red light when new traffic
lights were installed over the
summer.
That’s because $800,000

in federal money was used to
upgrade traffic lights along
Caniff, and federal safety
rules don’t allow blinking red
traffic lights, said City Man-
ager Bill Cooper.
The lights are supposed to

change their timing based on
the volume of cars on the
road.
Well, what’s happened is

that traffic is now backing up
in front of the fire station and
down Caniff, causing long de-
lays in getting through the in-
tersection.
“I understand the prob-

lem,” said Cooper. “I’ve been
caught in a few jams.”
There’s no chance to bring

back a blinking red light,

Cooper said, because the city
could be forced to repay the
money to the government.
But there may be a solu-

tion. Hamtramck Fire Chief
Steve Paruk said the crux of
the problem is that drivers
who are turning left on
Mackay or turning left on
Brombach have five extra
seconds of green light to
turn.
However, those drivers are

unaware that oncoming traffic
has a red light.
Paruk said a green arrow

needs to be installed as well
as a sign telling drivers they
can complete their left turn
on the arrow.
As for traffic back-ups in

front of the station, he said
there’s no danger of fire
trucks being blocked from an-
swering an emergency call.
Paruk said traffic can easily

be cleared in front of the sta-
tion because there is a but-
ton firefighters can push that
activates the green traffic
light.
Now if only there were a

similar button for motorists.

New traffic light causing
more back-ups

refused to agree to salary cuts,
which other city employees
have either agreed to or were
forced to take, the officers
should be required to purchase
vests out of their clothing al-
lowance.
Jankowski eventually backed

off from that position and
agreed to the original purchase
deal.
Although Gordon voted to ap-

prove the purchase, she had
agreed to hold up the purchase
to allow Jankowski to explore
his proposal. The vote to pur-
chase the vests came close to
a deadline in which the Police
Department could have lost a
50 percent matching grant from
the Justice Department, mean-
ing the city would have had to
come up with the money.
That didn’t go down well with

the Police Department. Gordon
questioned the timing of the
bar stings and why her bar and
Jankowski’s were targeted.
Councilmember Stackpoole

said the group needs the li-
cense to hold fundraisers. Fur-
ther discussion of the issue
was held off until a formal re-

quest for the license will be pre-
sented to the council at its Nov.
9 meeting.
No matter, Gordon was

adamant in not allowing the or-
ganization to have a license,
and instead suggested the
group rent a hall to hold
fundraisers. (Editor’s note:
Hmmmm … maybe hold the
fundraisers at, say, the New
Dodge Lounge? Just kidding
Cathie.)
Gordon was on a roll. Gordon

had previously abstained in a
vote to award a new contract to
the city’s legal firm, The Allen
Brothers, but she questioned
why the mayor and city man-
ager agreed to pay the law firm
the same amount of money it
has paid for the last five years,
considering the city’s budget
woes.
Mayor Majewski pointed out

that the legal services were put
out to bid and that the Allen
Brothers bid was the best deal
for the city.

City Hall Insider...
Continued from page 6

City Hall Insider...

PISARSKI
Stephen Pisarski, 90, died

October 8, 2010.
Mr. Pisarski served during

World War II where he was a
Corporal I the 21st Field Ar-
tillery. He received the Euro-
pean African Middle Eastern
Service Medal and also
earned three Bronze Stars.
He was preceded in death

by his wife, Angeline.
Mr. Pisarski is survived by

many nieces and nephews
and his sister, Stephanie
Missinni.
Funeral arrangements were

made by John J. Skupny Fu-
neral Home, and funeral serv-
ices will be held on November
6 at Our Lady Queen of Apos-
tles Church at 11 a.m. with Fr.
Bogdan Milosz officiating.
Burial will be at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery.

SISKOWSKI
Joseph T. Siskowski, 78,

died October 24, 2010.
Mr. Siskowski was a former

Hamtramck resident and
served in the Army during the
Korean War as a paratrooper.
He was preceded in death

by his wife, Diane and grand-
son, Paul Siskowski.
Mr. Siskowski is survived by

his daughter, Karen (David)
Wells; sons, Mark (Cindy)
Siskowski and Nickolas
Siskowski; seven grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchil-
dren.
Funeral arrangements were

made by John J. Skupny Fu-
neral Home, and funeral serv-
ices were held on October 28
at Our Lady Queen of Apos-
tles Church with Fr. Bogdan
Milosz officiating. Burial will
be at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

By Ian Perrotta
It may have been a losing

season, but not all was lost
for this year’s Cosmos foot-
ball team.
Despite finishing the sea-

son with a record of 1-8, the
season can still be called a
success. After last year’s
season took an unfortunate
turn due to a player ineligibil-
ity scandal, the program was
in serious jeopardy of falling
apart. But thanks to the work
of new head coach Leo Wells
and his assistants, the team
remains intact.
Things weren’t exactly easy,

though. Out of the 30 mem-
bers of the team, only 10 had
ever played organized foot-
ball. Of those 10, only five
had ever played at the varsity
level. And unfortunately, to-
ward the end of the season
discipline issues forced a few
players to be sidelined, which
may have cost a few wins
down the road. 

But even with the chal-
lenges they faced, many play-
ers were able to put up some
impressive stats. Offensively,
Junior quarterback Kurel But-
ler finished with 650 yards
passing and 8 touchdowns,
while Senior tight end Djuan
Wilson had 15 catches for
306 yards and a team-high
five touchdowns. 
Junior running back

Jonathon Blanding ran the
ball for 290 yards and three
touchdowns. Defensively, Wil-
son led the team with 64
tackles and nine sacks.
Blanding finished with 55
tackles.
“I thought it was a good

season overall,” said Wells.
“A lot of our kids played at a
varsity level when they proba-
bly should have been playing
junior varsity, but it was a
great way for them to get ex-
perience. I think we’ll do a lot
better next year.”

Cosmos season 
presented a number
of challenges
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Get 
Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place an ad

today.
(313) 

874-2100

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

Gardener’s Corner …

By Ian Perrotta
Say cheese!
It was picture day at Ham-

tramck High on Tuesday (Oct.
26). Photographers from Life-
touch Photography came to
the school to take portraits of
students for both their par-
ents and to be used in the
yearbook.
To help out the photogra-

phers, a group of student vol-
unteers checked everyone in
and ushered them to the
staging area. After a quick ad-
justment to the poser’s pos-
ture, it was *click* and on to
the next.

So why is this news? Well,
it’s not the most important
thing that happened, but it’s
a snapshot of everyday life
here in Hamtramck. There are
plenty of potential news sto-
ries in town – we just need to
know about them. If you know
of a person, business, club,
organization or event that you
think is newsworthy, drop us
a line and tell us about it. 
We’ll do our best to provide

appropriate coverage.

(You can reach us at
news@athehamtramckre-
view.com or call us at 313-
874-2100.)
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By Kathleen Wojcinski
Here’s a fall fun project for

everyone.
Have a leaf collection con-

test.
Look for leaves of weird

and different shapes and col-
ors, sizes and types. Press
leaves between pages of a
phone book. If you want to

preserve them, spray with
krylon varnish after they dry.
Now is the time to cut back

perennials, including orna-
mental grasses. Cut down to
a few inches from the soil
and mulch against the cold.
Or, you may want to leave the
seedy plants alone for birds
to nibble.

They look attractive in the
snow. Most will winter over
well, if mulched. When trim-
ming and pruning, keep a
few branches, pine cones,
seed pods, dried flowers,
grasses, etc. Bring them in-
doors to use in arrange-
ments now through
Thanksgiving.

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

Door open at 6:00 PM
Pre-Program & 

Social Hour
Dinner served at 7:00 PM

Program 8:00 PM
Induction of new 
Nominees to the 

Library’s Hall of Honor
Presentation of awards to

Volunteers and Benefactors

Main Door Prize:
For ticket holders

32” HD color TV
Drawing at end of program. 
Must be present to win.

November 11, 2010
Thursday - 6:00 pm

92nd Anniversary
of Library Services

in Hamtramck
Dinner - Program

George Gorday at (313) 365-5310 or the library at (313) 365-7050

By Charles Sercombe
The talking is over for now

when it comes to marijuana
and the City Council.
The council decided at Tues-

day’s council meeting to snuff
out further discussion on
where to allow medical mari-
juana growing collectives to
operate until state legislators
take a look at the voter-ap-
proved law.
The law was actually

passed by an overwhelming
majority of voters two years
ago. Since then, many com-
munities across the state are
having a hard time figuring out
how to regulate the sale and
growth of medical marijuana
because they view the law as
too open-ended and vague.
Supporters of the law say it

was purposely worded to be
that way in order to avoid law-
makers from restricting it.
According to media reports,

state legislators are expected
to tackle the law as soon as
a new session begins in Jan-
uary.
Hamtramck’s City Council

has tabled proposed zoning
and licensing laws until Jan.
25 in order to see what
changes are made to the
state law.
Still, the council seemed to

be divided about where to

allow growing facilities to op-
erate. Councilmember Cathie
Gordon is adamant about
keeping collectives off of Jos.
Campau, saying the city’s
main business district should
be preserved for retail busi-
nesses.
Although she conceded

there are a lot of empty store-
fronts – referring to it as
“decay” – she insists the city
needs to keep Jos. Campau
solely for retail, not collec-
tives that are shutoff to the
general public.
One thing they all agreed on

is to keep commercial opera-
tions out of the neighbor-
hoods because of possible
odors from the plants and the
possibility of attracting crime.
Although the council has

stepped away – at least for
the moment – from regulating
marijuana cultivation, that
doesn’t mean the issue is
dead. As Councilmember Tom
Jankowski pointed out, any-
one can still open a collective
because state law permits it.
It’s unlikely, however, any-

one would risk investing
money into such an operation
since state lawmakers may
put severe restrictions on the
law or even attempt to abolish
it.

It’s all smiles at Hamtramck High

City officials buzzkill any
more talk on pot law

businesses.  This bill is ap-
palling, to say the least, and
not something that best
aids this city. Without small
business, Hamtramck would
evaporate. John Chouinard
is dead set against this bill
because he understands
the value, and important
role, small businesses have
to, and in, the cities and
their residents. Raising
taxes is not problem solving
-- it’s adding to the problem.
What we need is to bring
back manufacturing to this
country, and once again be
the industrialized super-
power we once were.
I believe Hamtramck has

tried the Democratic party
for over 50 years now, and
that perhaps they should
start to consider a Republi-
can version of government,
and see how that works –
and then, if you don’t like
that either, go back to the
Democrats.  I believe John
Chouinard would make an

excellent Representative for
Hamtramck, Harper Woods.
Highland Park, the Grosse
Pointes, and portions of De-
troit. I am truly proud to give
this Republican candidate,
as well as Gubernatorial
Candidate Rick Snyder, my
endorsements.
As is standard, I have al-

lowed my longtime editor
Charles Sercombe to make
the official endorsements as
he sees fit, on behalf of The
Review.  These, instead, are
my own personal endorse-
ments – in case you are
wondering about any seem-
ing conflict. In any event,
whether you are a Democ-
rat, Independent, or Republi-
can, do get out and vote on
November 2, and exercise
your privileged right, as
granted to you by the Consti-
tutions of Michigan and the
United States. And may God
bless you and yours, and
may God in Christ bless the
United States of America. 

My “unprecedented” 
personal endorsements for
the  November 2  election
Continued from page 5



Hamtramck, upper + lower
2Br. in each, appliances in-
cluded, Section 8 OK, no
pets, 313-712-8347. 11/5

Hamtramck 1 Br. includes all
utilities, no pets, 313-632-
5566. 11/19

Hamtramck, 3 Br. upper, hard-
wood floor, $425/month,
313-444-5638. 11/19

Studio 2 Br. and 3 Br. apart-
ment, excellent condition,
central air, washer-dryer, dish-
washer included, 313-420-
7451. 11/5

Hamtramck and Detroit, 2 + 3
Br., clean, newly remodeled,
no pets, 586-634-2502. 10/29

Hamtramck, corner of Evaline-
Jos. Campau, a really nice fur-
nished 1 Br. apartment, with
all the bells and whistles, in
the heart of town in a well-
maintained, quiet, clean build-
ing. Rent $695/month,
includes all utilities, sorry no
pets, 313-872-5516. 11/12

Hamtramck 2 Br. lower, appli-
ances included, ask for
Benny, 586-943-8814. 10/29

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
11641 Conant, heat + water
included, 313-872-5018.
10/29

Hamtramck, 2 Br. front room,
dining room, kitchen and
bath, upper flat with appli-
ances plus laundry facility on

Trowbridge St. near Jos. Cam-
pau, $500/ month + deposit,
utilites separate, no pets,
Section 8 OK, 810-210-4994.
11/12

Beautifully remodeled, 3 Br, in
Hamtramck $575/month + se-
curity deposit, utilities not in-
cluded, Section 8 OK, credit
check required, 313-590-
2229. 10/29

3056-58 Jacob st., 2 Br.
lower, dryer-washer, stove,
fridge, 586-497-8810.  11/5

3356 E. Palmer, 3 Br. upper,
water included, $450/month.
Also, 13515 Syracuse St., 1
Br. upper, heat and water in-
cluded, $375/month, 586-
634-5593. 10/29

GREAT DEAL – Hamtramck,
Looking for a working couple
who need a 2 Br. flat and a great
landlord, appliances included, no
pets, from $400 to $474/
month, 248-321-8661. 10/29

Hamtramck, 11638 Nagel, 2
Br. upper, $475/month, 313-
438-3438. 10/29

Hamtramck studio apartments,
good location, immediate occu-
pancy, 248-229-4295, 248-229-
4297. 10/29

Hamtramck, 2 Br., nice +
clean flat, upper or lower, Sec-
tion 8 OK, $450/month + se-
curity, 313-712-6021. 11/19

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654.  10/29

Hamtramck, 2-family house, 3
Br., $550/month, appliances
included, Section 8 OK, 313-
465-2344. 10/29

Hamtramck, 2643 Casmere,
3 Br., living room, dining
room, kitchen, close to
schools, 313-365-9737. 11/5

Hamtramck 3 Br. beautiful
single family house, nice and
clean, living room, dining,
rook, 2 full bath, kitchen, 3-
car garage, located near
American Axle, I-75 + I-94 and
close to shopping, immediate
occupancy, Section 8 OK,
$700/month, call Gotham
586-604-6094. 11/19

3916 Charles St., beautiful
brick home, 3 Br. upstairs, I
Br. downstairs, full basement,
2-1/2 car garage, no pets,
$500/month + security, call
after 4 p.m. 313-685-0046,
or 313-368-0399 between 9
a.m.-4 p.m. 10/29

3 + 5 Br. single-family house,
with option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 10/29

Single-family home, 3 Br.,
5666 Caniff, $500/month,
no pets 313-717-8049, 313-
647-4062. 10/29

Hamtramck, investor special,
$10,000 cash or $15,000
land contract with $1,000
down and $400/month pay-
ments (includes taxes + in-
surance). Large 2-family flat
or possible 5 Br. single-family
house. Needs work. Contact
HomeVantage at 248-701-
3898. 11/19

Nice brick 2 Br. single-family
house, located at 6828 Iowa
St. (Sherwood/Nevada area),
full basement, new carpet,
updated kitchen cabinets +
tile, garage, $19,500 (nego-
tiable). For showing, call 313-
304-0287. 11/19
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Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

* Senior Rates available*

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

PLUMBING

10yd, 20yd. 30yd, 40yd, open tops
10, 20, rubberwheel trailers
H Best rates in Michigan H

Volume discounts are applicable 
if you order more than 2-cans per week

Visit us at www.blueskydisposal.com or call 586-612-9003

ROOFING

Deadline for
classifieds
for next week is

Thursday at Noon

$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

Call
(313) 874-2100

to place your ad

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $500

Appliances included 
Section 8 welcome

Oct. Special: 2 Weeks FREE Rent!

Call  586-354-5380
info@leoneservices.com

ATTORNEY

WAYNE COUNTY LAW OFFICES 10211 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

Wayne County Call 313-438-1756
Macomb County Call 586-781-0700
frontczak@comcast.net • Interpreters Available

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist, 1 huge 

bedroom, includes appliances,
oak flooring in bedroom, $550/mo.,

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

Frank M. Frontczak P 29184

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
Offering 32 years experience in:

• Personal Injury • Criminal • Probate • Traffic 
• Juvenile • Divorce • Real Estate    

Interviews available at home, hospital, clinic or at two office locations

HELP WANTED

Your Ad Here (313) 874-2100

HOUSE FOR 

RENT/SALE

Cleaning Company has a 
few openings for residential
cleaning. Experienced; honest
and reliable. Valid work 
authorization required.

Call (313) 884-0721
11/19/10

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Classifieds
HOUSE 

FOR RENT

• Residential
• Commercial

Call N&D Masonry for all your
home improvement needs.
We specialize in brick, block & stone, cement, 

epoxy floors, chimney & porch repair.

Call Joe at

MASONRY

ROOM 

FOR RENT

CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING

Metro news …

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so goes
Hamtramck. If you were to
rely solely on the local main-
stream media, you’d think
Detroit is no more than a
crime-infested wasteland.
Well, we’re here to say that
isn’t so. Our friends over at
modeldmedia.com and
metromode.com have been

reporting on fascinating de-
velopment projects for the
past few years.

With their permission,
here is a round-up of their
reports from the past week:

General Motors, Detroit
and Hamtramck are helping
lead the way this year when
it comes automotive sus-
tainability. All three institu-
tions are now the home to

solar-powered electric
charging stations for the
new Chevrolet Volt.
The Volt, a primarily elec-

tric-powered car, is being
built at the Detroit-Ham-
track assembly plant.
That's the first place GM
has installed 34 electric
charging stations at the
plant with 10 of those sta-
tions powered by Solar Tree
solar panels from Envision

Solar International. Similar
solar systems will also be
installed at the Warren
Technical Center and Mil-
ford Proving Grounds. Eight-
een electric charging
stations are being installed
in and around the Renais-
sance Center.
"We're going to put quite

a few in GM facilities," says
Scott Fosgard, a
spokesman for GM. "We're

not done."
DTE Energy and Con-

sumers Energy are pledging
to install 5,000 of these
electric charging stations
for the Volt. GM plans to in-
stall 350 such electric
charging stations, and has
already made about 100
useable in Michigan. GM
also plans to install these
electric charging station in
1,500 automotive dealer-

ships across the U.S. that
are authorized to sell or
provide service to the Volt,
which is set to launch in
2011.

Source: Scott Fosgard,
spokesman for General Mo-
tors

Writer: Jon Zemke

HOUSE FOR 

SALE

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR 

RENT/SALE



By Ian Perrotta
If there’s something

strange in your neighborhood,
who you gonna call? 
The Detroit Area Paranor-

mal Research Society
(DAPRS), that’s who you.
Over the last year, local res-

idents Matthew Herch and his
fiancé Julie Kelly have been
working to organize and equip
a team to observe and docu-
ment the area’s paranormal
activity. Now – just in time for
Halloween – they’re ready to
investigate the strange and
unexplainable involving every-
thing from ghosts and polter-
geists to UFOs and unknown
creatures.
For anyone who has ques-

tions about an odd or unset-
tling experience, DAPRS can
give you answers.  Beginning

with a request for assistance,
DAPRS then conducts an in-
terview to obtain more infor-
mation about the occurrence.
After that, it researches the
history of the site to deter-
mine what the source of the
activity could be.
Then comes the fun part. 
After the research phase,

DAPRS is ready to begin the
actual investigation. This in-
volves going on location to
the site of the paranormal oc-
currence to collect evidence
that either confirms or denies
its existence.  Once this has
been completed – a process
that usually takes between
two and six hours – a detailed
report is written up. Depend-
ing on the findings of the in-
vestigation, further action
may be recommended.

During the investigation
phase, the team uses an as-
sortment of high-tech tools to
verify their findings. In addi-
tion to both a regular and dig-
ital camera, the team also
uses a 720p HD digital cam-
corder, digital voice and micro-
cassette recorders, an
electromagnetic field (EMF)

detector, thermometers and
computer software to detect
the presence of the paranor-
mal.  And the best part is that
they do it all for free.
So how did it all begin? 
Well, Herch got interested

in the paranormal as a young
child, after the death of his
great-grandfather. During the

week that followed his death,
Herch and his family experi-
enced a number of strange
smells and noises.  
Kelly also had first-hand ex-

perience with strange sensa-
tions when at the age of 17
she heard her voice being
called despite being in an
empty house. Those events

had a profound enough effect
to pique a lifetime of curiosity
for the both of them.
Now, through DAPRS they’re

ready to help others figure out
the causes and meanings of
their paranormal encounters.
Right now DAPRS is working
on a project called “Call for
Content” which seeks to cre-

ate a list of haunted places
that will be compiled into a
list of interesting sites.  To
document the DAPRS’s past
investigations and ongoing
progress a website has been
set up, and it is there that you
can get in contact with the
team if you’re interested in
having them conduct an in-
vestigation. 
“Our goal is to help people

who see, hear or feel things
that they don’t understand,”

says Herch. “We want to try
and help them either work
through it or get rid of it – or
at very least explain it.”
The Detroit Area Paranormal
Research Society can be
found on the web at
www.detroitaprs.info. Herch
also writes a local blog called
“Opinions of a Madman”
which can be found at
http://www.matthewherch.
blogspot.com. 
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All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

n Give a better education to children and adults.
n Create new programs and bring new jobs
n Keep important programs from budget cuts.
n Lower taxes and water rates.
n Hire more police officers.
n Tear down vacant houses and blight.
n Expand District 5 community gardens.

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE....

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
Lym
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
y

Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

Hours: Mon-Th 11am-10pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11pm • Sun 3pm-10pm

Carry Out Menu Available

(313) 871-8718
10345 Jos. Campau

SW Corner of Caniff & Jos. Campau

Sweet & Sour
Chicken

with Fried Rice

$399+ Tax. 
Beverage not included.

Chicken & 
Broccoli

with Fried Rice

$399+ Tax. 
Beverage not included.

Mon-Sat. 6am-11:30pm

Seniors 
20% off 
between 3 pm - 5pm.
20% off 

Daily Lunch & Dinner
Specials!

Stir Fry Pastas • Greek Specialties 

• Seafood • Pastas • Subs 

• Burgers • And More!

Couple goes high tech to capture the paranormal

Hamtramck writer and illustrator-about-town John
Demko is our newest cartoonist. This series is called
“Lampman,” and it’s about a mysterious character
prone to the surreal. Some jokes you may get, some,
well, maybe not.


