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Well, Hamtramck tried to
be green.

Because of the city’s fi-
nancial troubles, this Sat-
urday will be the last day to
recycle here. The city had
been hosting a recycle
drop-off center in the park-
ing lot on Caniff at Mc-
Dougall, and will do so for
the last time this Saturday
(Nov. 13) from 9-3 p.m.
There are several other

nearby recycling sites. The
closest is an organization
called, simply enough, “Re-
cycle Here.” It is located at
1331 Holden in Detroit’s
New Center area. Hours of
operation are Wednesdays,
11-6 p.m. and Saturdays, 9-
3 p.m.

Source: Hamtramck Historical Commission
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Quick Hits

• The year is 1934 and a
petition was circulated
around town to have a
women’s division set up the
Police Department. We’re
not sure how successful
that was, but it’s doubtful
the city had money to hire
officers considering this
was during the worst period
of the Great Depression.

• The HHS Cosmos foot-
ball team had quite a year
in 1959. They ended the
season undefeated.

• The American auto reign
begins in 1914 when the
first Dodge rolls out of the
Dodge Main Plant.
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HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
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Fernhill Golf
and Country

Club
Danny D as 
Rod Stewart
— Saturday —
November 13th
17600 Clinton River Rd
Clinton Twp., MI  48038

More details to follow
For info 586-286-4700

This week
in history

Tough talk about
city finances
By Charles Sercombe
The budget ax is slicing and

dicing in City Hall.
Well, at least threats of

budget cuts and layoffs are
flying.
At Tuesday’s City Council

meeting, the council issued a
series of orders to begin deep
cuts in the city budget. The
decision on what cuts – if any
– will be made is expected to
happen at the next regular
council meeting.
The talk of cuts could have

been a signal to city unions
that the time for contract con-
cessions is now, not later.
Councilmembers stressed

that action needs to be taken
to let state officials know they
are serious about wiping out
a projected $3.3 million
budget deficit and the possi-
bility of payless paydays come
Feb. 1.
On top of the council’s list

of things to do is an order to
each department head to
come up with a 20 percent
budget cut. For many depart-
ments already cut to the
bone, that means only one

Now it’s the 
schools’ turn to
warn of closings
“Well, all my friends are bop-

pin’ the blues. It, must be goin’
round
All my friends are boppin’

the blues. It, must be goin’
round”
— Carl Perkins, 

“Boppin’ the Blues”

By Charles Sercombe
What is going on?
First, the city – out of the

blue – suddenly realizes sev-
eral months ago that it’s run-
ning out of money.
By next Feb. 1 the city will

likely not have enough money
to meet employee payroll, and
could face a state takeover.
And now … the public

school district is facing the
same abyss.
Last January, the district

had an under-control $5 mil-
lion deficit reduction plan.

By Charles Sercombe
We’re not sure why, but

Thursday’s Veterans Day
seemed to attract more peo-
ple than usual here in Ham-
tramck.
Maybe it’s the increasing –

and seemingly never-ending –
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Or, maybe it’s the increase
wave of nostalgia of Amer-
ica’s “good war” – World War
II.
No matter, the Hamtramck

Allied Veterans Council knows
how to honor our vets and

throw an old-fashioned good
time Hamtramck party.
Food, drinks, songs, a toast

and good cheer. That was the
scene and the mood at PLAV
Post 10 – the hub of Ham-
tramck’s veterans posts.
This year’s Veteran of the

Year is Raymond Deloof, who
served in the Army during the
Korean War. Ray used to live
in Hamtramck many years
ago and is now a Center Line
resident. He has been a tire-
less volunteer here in town.
Ray, we indeed salute you.

A salute and a toast to 
Hamtramck’s veterans

Hamtramck’s veteran s came out in force on Thursday for Veterans Day. Upper left: That’s Gary Nosis (left) of the Hamtramck
Allied Veterans Council standing with this year’s Veteran of the Year, Raymond Deloof, a veteran of the Korean War.



By Ian Perrotta
They’ve only been on the

job for a few weeks, but the
Weed and Seed program’s

new Youth Coaches have al-
ready began to make a differ-
ence.
Last Saturday (Nov.

6), Antonio Allen and
Khris Booth – who
both began working
for Weed and Seed
last month – hosted
the first of what will
likely be many youth-
oriented clean-ups.
The duo was at the
southend of town to
combat graffiti that
has plagued the Jos.
Campau viaduct.
Though the clean-up

group was relatively small,
they were still able to have a

big impact. In addition to cov-
ering the graffiti that plas-
tered the walls and columns

of the viaduct, they also used
a special cleaning solution –

both ironically and appropri-
ately called “Goof Off” – to
clean graffiti off of the area’s

street signs.
“It was a good start

to the upcoming year,”
said Allen. “We want
to not only get kids in-
volved, but have them
be excited about it.
We hope to get a lot
accomplished next
year.”
Curious about who

the new youth coaches
are? In the following
weeks The Review will
profile both Antonio

Allen and Khris Booth.
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This week at the library...
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, Novem-

ber 13 at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the
instructor for the ESL class for beginners.
Everyone is invited. Free to the public.

Storytime for Children - Saturday, Novem-
ber 6 at noon. All children are invited to chil-
dren’s storytime at the library. This Saturday
we will be celebrating the library’s 92nd
birthday after we read "Library Mouse" by
Daniel Kirk.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Tuesday,
November 16 at 11:30 a.m. Basic instruc-
tions on computer use for beginners will be
held on Tuesdays. Number of participants is
limited to available computers.

Reading and Conversation for ESL Stu-
dents - Tuesday, November 16 at 5:30 p.m.
Jide Aje is the instructor for the reading and
conversation ESL classes.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, November 16
at 4 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the
math club and math tutoring.

Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, November
17 at 3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie
day at the library. Come and enjoy our fea-
ture presentation, which includes popcorn
and snacks.

Computer Classes for Intermediate Users
- Thursday, November 18 at 11:30 a.m. Adults
with basic computer skills can enhance their
computer literacy each Thursday at the li-
brary. Number of participants is limited to
available computers. 

Fall Teen Club - Thursday, November 18 at
5 p.m. Members of the Teen Club will be
making fall decorations for the library. Every-
one is invited to join.

Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday Novem-
ber 18 at 4 p.m. Sign up and participate in
Jeopardy games held on Thursdays at the li-
brary. Compete against friends, win prizes,
have fun developing you knowledge skills.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,
November 18 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President
Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday,
invite all members and volunteers to partic-
ipate in the regular monthly meeting and
election meeting of the FHPL.

Income Tax Training Classes - Monday, No-
vember 29 at 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wayne Metro-
politan Community Action Agency will
conduct tax training classes on Mondays
and Wednesdays, staring Nov. 29.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at 

http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 
where you can also access our online catalog. 

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an ad today.

Call (313) 874-2100

NOVEMBER 14, 2010, ST. ALBERTUS HISTORIC CHURCH
WILL CELEBRATE A SPECIAL TRIDENTINE LATIN MASS AT
NOON. DOORS OPEN AT 11:00 A.M. GUARDED PARKING LOT.
COFFEE AND PASTRY RECEPTION AFTER MASS.
BUSINESS MEETING NOV. 16 AT THE RECTORY. 

CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 
OR JEAN 

(313) 664-0257

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE ADOPTION OF AN OBSOLETE PROPERTY REHABILITATION ACT (OPRA) TAX
ABATEMENT PROJECT LOCATED AT 10201 JOSEPH CAMPAU, HAMTRAMCK, WAYNE
COUNTY, MICHIGAN PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 146
OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED

Notice is hereby given that City Council will hold a Public Hearing on:
Tuesday, Novem ber 23, 2010 at 7:00 p.m .

in the City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI 48212

The purpose of the hearing is to adopt Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act (OPRA)
tax abatement for property located at 10201 Joseph Campau, Hamtramck, MI
48212, and to receive any public comment on the proposed OPRA tax abatement. 

The public is invited to attend and comment on the proposal during the Public Hear-
ing or to make written comments on or before November 23, 2010.  Written com-
ments should be made to the attention of the Community & Economic Development
Director, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212.

A description of the property along with any maps and a description of the Obsolete
Property Rehabilitation plan are available for public inspection at the Department
of Community and Economic Development, Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline,
Hamtramck, Michigan, 48212.

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

Flash forward to this week
and the public school district
is looking at a $6 million
deficit.
Actually, it’s inaccurate to

say the public schools dis-
trict’s financial crisis is all of a
sudden. The district has been
charting a slow but steady de-
cline in revenue for the last
several years, according to an
audit report released at a
school board meeting on
Wednesday afternoon.
Ah, but there is a remedy,

and it was laid out for the
public and school district
teachers and employees on
Wednesday. This was not an
ordinary board meeting. In-
stead of meeting in the
cramped administrative office
next to Keyworth Stadium, the
board met earlier than usual
– at 4 p.m. – at the Ham-
tramck High School Commu-
nity Center. It was set up for
over 200 people, but maybe
100 showed up.
“Pathetic,” said one district

employee to another about
the turnout – considering the
dire financial news about to
be discussed.
The news, indeed, wasn’t

good.
District Superintendent Tom

Niczay said it’s necessary to
end leasing the former St.
Lad’s elementary school at

the end of this school year
and shift those students into
the district's other school
buildings. That will save al-
most $500,000 a year.
That savings plan came

days after the district re-
ceived an emergency loan
from PNC Bank for a little over
$900,000 – which will cover
this Friday’s payroll.
Niczay tried to show opti-

mism, however guarded. He
invited school employee
union leaders to meet with
him on Dec. 1 and 2 to ex-
change ideas and come to
some contract concessions –
a fancy way of saying that
they will be asked to take sig-
nificant pay and benefit cuts.
The alternative, Niczay said,

if there are no concessions:
“We will go into receivership
very, very quickly.”
Why the financial crisis?
For just about everyone –

except the super, super rich
who have been enjoying un-
precedented tax cuts under
the Bush administration –
there’s been a meltdown of
the American economy, the
likes of which has not been
seen since the 1930s-era
Great Depression. Millions of
Americans have lost their
jobs and homes. 
Local revenue streams for

communities – including Ham-

tramck – have shrunk, to the
point of pushing communities
into insolvency,
That 1930s reference was

even mentioned in an open
letter from the school board
to the community and school
employees about the dis-
trict’s financial situation.
Here’s how the board began
their letter:
“Today, the Hamtramck Pub-

lic Schools finds itself in the
same situation as our school
district found itself in during
the 1930s. … We are at a
crossroads.”
Here are some bullet points

for perspective:
In  1992, the district had an

overflow of students. Total en-
rollment was 4,088 students,
which necessitated the dis-
trict to lease the former St.
Lad’s elementary school.
Kosciuszko Middle School –

in the 1990s – had such an
overflow that 10 portable
trailer/classrooms had to be
installed.
Today, the district has

2,900 students. For every
student who left, the district
lost a little over $7,000.
Do the math. That’s a loss

of $8.3 million per year in
state aid.
Since last year, 151 stu-

dents left the district. That
represents $1.1 million in

state aid gone away.
Why?
The rise of charter schools

is largely the main reason for
the mass exodus of students,
and with their departure over
$7,000 per head.
Why do parents pull their

kids out of public schools?
For many parents, it comes

down to a sense that charter
schools provide better secu-
rity for their kids.
Whatever you believe re-

garding charter schools,
though, they have consis-
tently scored lower test
scores than their public
school counterparts.
The resources of charter

schools are dubious at best.
At one, during the school’s
grand opening for the public a
few years ago, the school’s
superintendent proudly rolled
out the schools’ “library” – a
single cart filled with books.
This is the competition fac-

ing Hamtramck’s public
schools. 
And despite this incredibly

gloomy news, Superintendent
Niczay was still optimistic. At
one point he said the district
was ‘falling off a cliff.” Later,
he rallied the teachers in at-
tendance at Wednesday’s
meeting, saying: “We will sur-
vive,” pausing and then
adding, “leaner.”

Now it’s the schools’ turn to warn
of closings Continued from front page

New Weed and Seed Youth
Coaches hit the ground running
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4821 E. McNichols
Detroit, Michigan 48212

313-368-4600 fax 313-368-4700

sunshinetreatmentinstitute@comcast.net

Occupational 
Medicine
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

Hamtramck
Community 

Initiative

“W eeding out crim e, seeding pos-
itive action for clean and safe

neighborhoods.”

(313) 281-8150

View crime maps and more at 
www.HamtramckCommunity.org

WEED and SEED 
is a federally funded

strategy 
to make our neighborhoods safer. 

Hamtramck is in YEAR THREE of a five
year strategy.  What ideas do you have to
make Hamtramck safe?  Call Parris at
(313) 281-8150 to share your ideas, or 
attend your local monthly Neighborhood

Watch or Block Club group.

WEED and SEED is.... 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
and BLOCK CLUBS

GRAFFITI REMOVAL
"SAFE HAVEN" ACTIVITIES for YOUTH
OFFENDER RE-ENTRY PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY and POLICE COOPERATION 

By Ian Perrotta
There’s a new nonprofit in

town, and it’s ready to help
young people succeed in the
race of life. 
Making It To The Finish Line

– an organization with the mis-
sion to embrace women (and
lately men) of all ages and em-
power them through training,
motivation, support and en-
couragement to reach their
highest potential – recently
opened an office in Ham-
tramck. Located at the old UAW
Hall at 2140 Holbrook, the

nine-year-old nonprofit is cur-
rently looking for young people
to mentor.
The nonprofit is the brain-

child of founder and CEO
Gladys Pearson, who started it
in 2001. The genesis of Mak-
ing It To The Finish Line was a
secret Pearson kept for 32
years. At the age of 13 she
gave birth to a baby girl, which
she was forced to give up for
adoption. Pearson hid her se-
cret from friends and family
until the daughter tracked her
down and she was made to

confront her past.
Between the time she gave

birth to when her daughter
found her, Pearson felt an over-
whelming sense of shame,
which caused her self-esteem
to suffer. However, she perse-
vered through the challenge
and eventually went on to
marry, have two more kids and
obtain a bachelor’s and two
master degrees. But despite
her successes, she still felt
anxiety over how her friends,
family and colleagues would
react to her past.
Knowing that she couldn’t

possibly be the only person to
experience her type of situa-
tion, Pearson realized she
could use it as a way to teach
others. It was then that she or-
ganized Making It To The Finish
Line and began working to help
others succeed. Since then,
she’s helped hundreds of kids
through a variety of programs
that include seminars on turn-
ing hobbies into profit, entre-
preneurship, personal and
professional development, and
many more.
Additionally, through their

“Tools for School Drive” Making
It To The Finish Line also offers
young people the supplies they
need to succeed in the class-

room. And rather than helping
out with just academics, the or-
ganization also works to en-
sure extra-curricular activities
can be attended by providing
free prom dresses to students
who complete an essay. These
aren’t moth-balled dresses
from the 1980s, either – each
dress is purchased brand new. 
But just looking the part is

only half the battle, which is
why Making It To The Finish
Line began its “Young and Ele-
gant Cotillion” and “Young and
Debonair” programs.  These
four-month boot camps are
structured to help ensure
young people are responsible
enough to face the challenges
of today’s society and are open
for girls and boys ages 7-18.
On Sunday, Nov. 21 at 3 p.m.
there will be an informational
meeting regarding this pro-
gram.
“It’s important for young peo-

ple to learn how to be respect-
ful and respectable,” says
Pearson. “If parents put their
kids in these types of programs
we can change the way they
think.”
For more information on Mak-

ing It To The Finish Line call
(313) 877-8327 or visit their
website at mittfl.org.

Group mentors young people ‘to the finish line’

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck is gearing up to

save some big bucks in energy
costs.

Several months ago, it was
announced that Hamtramck,
along with several other cities
involved in the Cities of Prom-
ise program, was awarded
$460,000 to make energy up-
grades.
The money was funneled

through the state thanks to
the Obama stimulus project to
boost local economies.
Hamtramck’s Public Works

Director Martin Ladd said en-
ergy improvements will be
made to City Hall, the fire sta-
tion and the library.
“We’re going green,” Ladd

said.
Just what that includes is

being reviewed by an engineer-
ing firm. Ladd said it will likely
be simple things like changing
over from fluorescent lights to
more energy efficient lights
and possibly installing new fur-
naces.
He said work should begin

this winter.

Current patients of Henry Ford Medical 
Center – Hamtramck are encouraged 
to stop by for refreshments and 
giveaways during the first annual 
Patient Appreciation Day on Tuesday, 
November 16. 

“This event is our way of saying thank 
you to the many patients who have 
shown their loyalty and demonstrated 
kindness to our staff,” said family 
medicine administrator Marianne 
Beach-Langois. “We look forward 
to continuing this relationship and 
extending the welcoming mat for new 
patients to join our close-knit patient 
family.”

During Patient Appreciation Day, Henry 
Ford Medical Center – Hamtramck will 
serve light refreshments and give away 
items including kids’ backpacks, pens 
and reusable, earth-friendly bags filled 
with medical center information.  Items 
will be distributed at the front desk 
during center hours of operation from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. while supplies last.

Patients who seek services ranging 
from family medicine, physical therapy, 
OB/GYN, podiatry, neurological and 
foot & ankle rehabilitation, wound care 

and X-rays have relied on exceptional 
patient care and mutual respect 
from Henry Ford Medical Center – 
Hamtramck for the past 10 years. 

The Henry Ford Visiting Physicians 
service is also based at Henry Ford 
Medical Center – Hamtramck. Henry 
Ford Visiting Physicians visit patients 
in their home or assisted living facility 
who may not otherwise be able to see 
their primary care physician due to 
mobility issues. This service allows 
patient to be seen by their primary 
care office without having to make 
arrangements for transportation.

For more information about this event, 
or to make an appointment with a 
physician at Henry Ford Medical 
Center – Hamtramck, please call 313-
972-9007.

sicians – 313-972-9001.

Henry Ford Medical 
Center - Hamtramck Shows 
Appreciation to Patients
By Dr. Emmanuel P. Dizon

For more information or to contact 
Henry Ford Visiting Physicians – 313-972-9001.

Call the doctor! 
Snap this icon to schedule an 
appointment with Dr. Cohen, 
Ford or Hackel. Get the free 
mobile app at http://gettag.mobi 

Dr. Dizon

City is finalizing energy
savings plan

Coming Events
NOVEMBER 13, Sat. 2 – 4 p.m. – Holy Cross Church will

hold its monthly soup kitchen, located in the church hall
at Pulaski at Fleming. All are welcome.

NOVEMBER 13, Saturday, 4 p.m. -- Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle 736 will hold a Memorial Mass at St.
Florian Church, entrance on Poland St. has an elevator.
Lunch to follow Mass.

NOVEMBER 14, Sunday – Transfiguration Parish (5830
Simon K in Detroit) is hosting its “Annual Turkey Dinner.”
Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children 11 and
under. The meal includes raffles, door prizes, game booths
and bake sale. For more information, call the Parish rec-
tory at (313) 892-1310, or Dolores at (586) 939-0631.

NOVEMBER 17, Wednesday, noon – Daughters of Is-
abella Mystical Rose Circle 736 will hold an “Autumn
Card/Bunco Social Lunch,” featuring a raffle, share the
wealth, door and table prizes. Admission is $7, at the Q
of A Fr. Blaszcyk Center, entrance on Harold St., fenced
parking.

SECOND MONDAY of each month, through Dec. 13,
12:30-2:30 p.m. – A Wayne County program, food program
for low-income families, at People’s Community Services,
8625 Jos. Campau. To qualify you must be a Hamtramck
resident and had picture ID and proof of income. Volun-
teers are needed to unload supplies, etc. To volunteer,
show up at 10:30 a.m.



When it comes to good food
and great times, Hamtramck
has plenty to offer. In this col-
umn, we’ll talk about what’s
happening at our bars, restau-
rants and other events that
can be found throughout the
city.

By Charles Sercombe
You know Jean’s Bar, the

bar that boasts: “Characters
Always Welcome!”
Well, one of the biggest

characters you can find here
is the owner, Virginia Szyman-
ski. And we mean that in all

the right ways. Virg is actually
pretty awesome. Plus, she
has a salty sense of humor.
It took a lot of cajoling to

get Virg, as her friends and
customers call her, to talk
about her bar.
“I don’t know how you’re

going to write this,” she said
to Toast of the Town. “I’m a
crazy lady.”
That quote may sound

weird but you have to imagine
her saying that in a self-dep-
recating, jocular tone. In other
words, Virg is a non-stop joke-
ster and often, she spins the
joke at her own expense. We
here at Toast certainly have a
soft spot for anyone who is
quick to make her – or him --
self the butt of the joke in-
stead of being mean and
catty about others.
And anyway, if Virg is crazy,

we could use more of her
crazy in these screwed up
times (we’ll drink to that).
Her bar, located on Jos.

Campau and Commor, has
been there under one name
or another for decades. Virg’s
mother, Betty, bought the
place in 1971.
So, if Virg’s mother’s name

is Betty, why did she call it
Jean’s? Old Betty had a trick
up her sleeve. You see her
sister’s name was Jean, and
Jean happened to work down
the street at the now long-
gone Senate Bar. Jean was
actually a silent partner with
her sister.
The thinking was, since

Jean was popular with the
Senate crowd, those patrons
might be tempted to check
out Jean’s Bar. We’re not
sure how that plan worked
out but Jean’s is still here
and the Senate closed down
sometime in the early 1990s.
OK, time for an old story.

Before Virg and her mother
owned the bar. Hamtramck
was once a major star attrac-
tion in the 1940s and 50s
when the city had a popula-
tion of 50,000-plus and the
Dodge Main plant was run-
ning full speed.
Big stars used to perform

here. We mean big. Abbott
and Costello. Peggy Lee.
Danny Thomas. The list goes
on.
Back then, there was a

major bar here in town called
The Bowery. That’s where the
stars performed. The Bowery
was just down the street, just
north of Jean’s Bar (which
was called The Commor Bar
at that time).

The owner of The
Commor told Virg’s
mother that Danny
Thomas and Peggy Lee
would often sneak out
of the back of the Bow-
ery and come into his
bar for a private drink –
just to get away for a
few minutes between
their sets.
Virg is telling us this

tale on Wednesday
morning as she sips
her coffee. She points
over to comer of the
bar, at the back. 
“That’s where Peggy

Lee would always sit,”
she said.
A chill went down our

spine. Imagine, not so
long ago – ahem, rela-
tively speaking -- there
she was.  Sipping a

drink. Taking a drag off a cig-
arette. All by herself. Lonely.
The oh-so-cool ice queen in
black and pearls. 
You can hear it. Her famous

song:
“Is that all there is, is that all

there is
If that's all there is my

friends, then let's keep danc-
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Go Out on the Hamtown!

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters
Always 

Welcome!

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.15% OFF

Lunch & Dinner*

*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
No coupon needed. 
Expires 11/19/10.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
No coupon needed. Expires 11/19/10.

Open Sunday-Thursday 7am-11pm
Friday-Saturday 7am-Midnight+ tax 11641 Conant • Hamtramck

— 893-5633 —

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

(313) 872-0387

Monday Madness:
Beer $1 ALL DAY

Friday • Novem ber 12th • 7pm  
Com e m eet the Heineken Girls!

Daily Drink Specials!

Special Ed Christmas
Party Fundraiser

Saturday Nov. 20th • 2pm-6pm
$6 donation • Dinner: Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes,

Kielbasa & Kraut, Bread and Dessert
RAFFLES & DRINK SPECIALS

Starting Nov. 15th
Open 6pm-2am Mon-Sat

$1 BEER SPECIALS 
6pm -9pm  M onday-Saturday

H DAILY FOOD SPECIALS H
Monday & Tuesday • 25¢ Hot Dogs • 50¢ Coneys
Wednesday • 25¢ Sloppy Joes
Thursday • 25¢ BBQ Wings
Friday • Fish Specials
Saturday • Chef’s Choice!
— The New Home of the Blues! —
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11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Drink Specials During Televised 
Lions & Wings Games!

All You Can Eat Breakfast
Sunday, Nov 21. • 8am-1pm • $6 donation

Now Collecting Toys for Tots
Last year was great - thanks! Let’s beat it this year!

Come play new Club Keno in our clean clubroom

Karaoke Every Fri. & Sat. Nights
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Supporting PLAV Post 10 helps us assist veterans in need.

Open Mike Wednesdays
with The Dale Robinson

Blues Band
Fridays with Seventh Veil 

Saturday with 
Broken Arrow

Continued on page 10

First Thursdays, 4 Cs  Neighborhood
Watch (if you live or have a business be-
tween Carpenter, Conant, Caniff, and Cam-
pau), 7 p.m.  Hamtramck Recreation
Center, 1135 Charest, lower level 

Second Mondays, Eastside Block Club (if
you live or have a business  East of Co-
nant)  7 p.m. Our Lady Queen of Apostles
Church, Activity Center, entrance on Harold
Street 

Second Wednesdays, 3 C7 Neighborhood
Watch (if you live or have a business be-
tween Carpenter, Campau, Caniff, and I-75)
People's community Services Senior Center
on Caniff, across from the Public Library
Third Wednesdays, Midtown Neighbor-

hood Watch  (if you live or have a business
between Caniff, Campau, Holbrook and I-
75)  6:30 p.m. in the Convent of St. Flo-
rian's Church, on Florian Street

Fourth Thursdays, Southend Neighbor-
hood Watch 6:30 p.m. in the People's Com-
munity Center on Joseph Campau and
Danforth, for all residents and businesses

south of Holbrook. 
The Central Neighborhood Watch (Caniff,

Conant, Holbrook, Campau) will meet the
first Wednesday of each month, starting
Oct. 6,  at Skipper’s Bar, located at 9735
Conant at Evaline. Also there will be a
neighborhood cleanup project on Sunday,
Oct. 10. For more information, go online to
hamtramckCBC@gmail.com. Facebook:
Hamtramck Central Block Club group page.

The Hamtramck Housing Commission
Neighborhood Watch is now called the W75
and it meets the second Wednesday of
every month at 12025 Dequindre (housing
commission activities center) at 1:30 pm.

Neighborhood Watch meetings are open
to the public and all are welcome to at-
tend. If additional information is needed
contact the Weed and Seed office at (313)
281-8150.

For more information about Hamtramck’s
network of block clubs, go online to:
www.hamtramckblockclubs.com

Block Club Corner …

Just a great 
place to be!

That’s Virginia Szymanski at left in a
Halloween costume who knows how
many years ago. What’s the connection
with Peggy Lee (right) and Rusty War-
ren (on page 10)? Read on.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Last week we urged City
of Hamtramck employees
to agree to contract con-
cessions to ensure the
city’s survival.
Hamtramck is facing a $3

million budget deficit and
by January the city could be
without cash to pay bills or
meet employee payroll.
There are two other

groups who could ease
Hamtramck’s financial cri-
sis: the City Council and
voters.
The council can still in-

crease the city’s maximum
tax millage rate by 2.3
mills. That increase will
bring in an additional
$500,000 a year. A major-
ity of councilmembers have
blocked increasing the
city’s maximum tax rate de-
spite the financial burden
on the city.
Yes, homeowners are

under financial strain too.
But the alternative to not
doing anything is for the
city to come under the con-
trol of a state-appointed

emergency financial man-
ager. If a financial manager
does step in, the very first
thing that he or she will do
is raise our tax rate to the
legal limit it’s allowed.
It appears some coun-

cilmembers don’t have the
courage to raise the tax
rate for fear of voter back-
lash. 
To that, we can only say:

get some courage and do
the right thing.
The council can also fur-

ther help matters out by at
least allowing voters to de-
cide whether to increase
our property tax rate past
the limit allowed by law un-
less it’s voter-approved.
The city needs at least an

additional 5 mills added to
the tax rolls. That would
bring in about $1 million a
year. What the city really
needs is an extra $3 mil-
lion a year to prevent it
from going bankrupt.
Asking for an additional

$3 million would require an
extra 14 mills. We doubt

voters would approve that –
although it would mean
only an extra $420 a year.
At the very least the

council should allow voters
to decide the fate of the
city. The extra money could
be earmarked solely for
budget deficit reduction.
Hamtramck is coming to

a crossroads. If the city
goes bankrupt it’s a good
bet a state-appointed finan-
cial manager would con-
tract out the city’s most
expensive budget item:
public safety.
It’s a very real possibility

that we will be forced to
merge our fire and police
services. We think that
would have dire conse-
quences for the city.
Voters should be able to

decide what will happen to
the city. City officials need
to get this proposal on the
next available election date
and stand out of the way.
Let the voters decide.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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City Council and voters can
help ease city’s financial woes

Letters • Letters 

On behalf of the Islamic
Shura Council of Michigan
(ISCOM), we would like to
thank the Hamtramck Review
for renouncing the offensive
rhetoric and planned Quran
burning of Pastor Terry in
Florida in the article on page
5 of September 10, 2010
issue, "Burning the Koran vio-
lates the ‘Golden Rule' ".

The Michigan Muslim com-
munity is very grateful for
those who stand against ha-
tred and bigotry in defense of
common morality and de-
cency.  The importance of
such condemnations by rep-
utable public media outlets
such as the Hamtramck Re-
view is essential in the per-
petual fight for justice and
equality. 
As human beings united as

American citizens we can’t af-
ford to let those who choose

to perpetuate fear and hate
sow discord and tension be-
tween American citizens. In
staying true to principles of
fair treatment and justice we
must seek to address our
misunderstandings and griev-
ances responsibly and con-
structively.
The Michigan Muslim com-

munity is open and willing to
take steps to address misun-
derstandings of our faith with
the broader community and
we hope to work in unison
under the universal principles
of respect and fairness with
those of all faith traditions.  
As the holiday season ap-

proaches ISCOM hopes the
universal golden rule “do unto
others as you would have
done unto you” permeates
throughout our society. 
The Muslim holiday of Eid Al

Adha is approaching and this

holiday is in honor of Prophet
Abraham the patriarch of Ju-
daism, Christianity, and Islam.
During this time Muslims cel-
ebrate and give away large
portions of meat to the needy
and ISCOM distributes over
thirty thousand pounds of
free meat to those in need in
Detroit, Hamtramck, Lansing
and Flint. 
So during this upcoming

holiday season let us unite
under our common humanity,
work towards good in our so-
ciety, and engage in honest
and respectful discourse. For
more information on ISCOM
and its work please feel free
to contact the Islamic Shura
Council of Michigan.

Raheem Hanifa
Islamic Shura Council of
Michigan (ISCOM)
Executive Assistant

Don’t let hatred and fear divide Americans

Health check … Our friends
at the Henry Ford Health clinic
here in Hamtramck are open-
ing their doors to the public
for a “Patient Appreciation
Day” next Tuesday (Nov. 16)
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Patients – and those curi-

ous about what Henry Ford
has to offer – can stop by and
receive a number of give-
aways and light refreshments.
The clinic is located next to

the senior apartment building
on Holbrook.

Best and brightest  … We
recently stopped by Dickinson
East Elementary School for
the induction of a fresh crop
of students into the school’s
Honor Society. It was a pretty
impressive night, to say the
least and the kids were beam-
ing with pride.

Here are the names of the
students who were inducted:
Raisa Ahmen, Ihsan Akhtar,
Jaynab Akhtar, Zubaeer
Akhtar, Hyatt Almarsoumi,
Ema Barua, Mark Dedvukaj,
Syed Haque, Arman Hossein,
Logan Hughes, Autumn Hyde,

Selma Kaltak, Nabeel Khan,
Nusrat lascar, Ema Melkic,
Nazifa Miah, Mahdi Mohsin,
Kenlee Morris, Shaida Nishat,
Garry Sangma, Naila Saric
and Alyssa Spillman.
Congratulations kids!
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

G
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al 

Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

By Charles Sercombe
On Tuesday, Nov. 9, the City

Council held its regular coun-
cil meeting. Councilmember
Shahab Ahmed was absent.
The meeting lasted for two
hours at which point the coun-
cil went into a closed session
to discuss pending litigation.
After about 40 minutes in
closed session, the council
returned to pass a resolution
authorizing the city manager
to send a letter to the state
Treasury Department.

Special note: We received
calls on Wednesday, the
morning after Tuesday’s
meeting, wondering why the
cable TV version of the meet-
ing was a recording of a previ-
ous meeting in which
Councilmember Ahmed was
present. Ah, it’s a conspiracy,
said some, to protect Ahmed.
Not so, said City Clerk Ed

Norris. He said there was an
electrical outage that caused
the machine that airs the
meeting to revert to playing a
previous meeting. “It’s my
fault,” Norris said.
So, upshot is, sadly for

those insisting on a conspir-
acy in City Hall, there’s noth-
ing there. However, that won’t
stop the whispers.
You could say that the first

two-thirds of the meeting was
the calm before the storm –
and what a storm it was. But
more on that later.
Councilmember Catrina

Stackpoole started the meet-
ing with a rundown of past
grants and programs awarded
to Hamtramck “despite the
really bad times” the state’s
economy is in. A good portion
of those grants, it should be
noted, were from stimulus
money from the federal gov-
ernment – and that tidbit is
for you “Tea Partiers” out
there.
A public hearing was held

on whether to adopt a local
ordinance that would treat
second-hand stores the same
as pawn shops, meaning they
would be required to keep
track of who sold items.
Robert Zwolak was the only

one to speak on the issue,
saying it will “complicate”
local stores with paperwork.
He also said the ordinance

needs to be expanded to
cover public health issues,
namely bedbugs. Coun-
cilmember Stackpoole later
said that her resale shop, Re-
cycled Treasurers, has not
had one instance of bedbugs
in the store’s items.
(Editor’s note: Zwolak has

raised this issue during past
discussions of the proposed

ordinance, much to the appar-
ent annoyance of Stackpoole.
Bob, guy, what’s with the
veiled smears on Recycled
Treasurers? As far as we know,
there have been no reported
cases of bedbug infestation in
town.)
A lengthy discussion ensued

on the ordinance, which was
proposed by Councilmember
Cathie Gordon. Councilmember
Tom Jankowski questioned the
need for adopting a local ordi-
nance since there is already a
state law covering the issue.
He said adopting a local law

might prompt local second-
hand shops to move out of
the city. Councilmember
Stackpoole said that although
she supports passing a local
law in order to keep fines and
penalties local (as opposed
to handing them over to the
state), she thinks the law is
“redundant.”
Gordon said that if Ham-

tramck police officers are
going to enforce the state
law, “we ought to reap the
benefits of that.”
Councilmember Mohamed

Hassan said despite talking
about this issue for quite
awhile, police officers are not
enforcing the state law.
Councilmember Jankowski

said the benefits of having a
local version of the law isn’t
so much about collecting ad-
ditional revenue from fines,
it’s about “quality of life.” And
by that, he said, if there is a
store known to traffic stolen
goods, the police department
needs to crack down on it.
Gordon said she still does

not understand opposition to
having a local law and be able
to “reap the benefits.”
In the vote to adopt a local

law, only Gordon and Stack-
poole voted in favor of it. That
ended weeks and hours of
discussion on this issue.
Looking to save money any

which way they can, Coun-
cilmember Gordon suggested
looking into whether the city
can be reimbursed for its
legal costs to work out a deal
with the former Shadow Bar.
The bar had been the scene
of numerous robberies, as-
saults and finally a murder.
The city threatened to pres-

sure the state to close down
the bar, but the bar owners
agreed to change its format
from an urban contemporary
to being a gay bar. (Editor’s
note: Put on your decoder ring
everyone. What they agreed to
was they will no longer cater
strictly to African-Americans
and instead will now be gay
orientated.)

In a discussion about city
code inspectors, Coun-
cilmember Hassan asked for
copies of each inspector’s
state license. He had ques-
tioned whether all of the in-
spectors were properly
certified.
In an effort to avoid payless

paydays for the next two
months, the council agreed to
transfer $2 million from its
budget stabilization fund to
the general fund.
Councilmember Gordon

asked the city manager how
much time this would buy the
city before it has no cash on
hand to pay bills or salaries.
City Manager Bill Cooper an-

swered tersely: “January 31,
2011.”
The issue of medical mari-

juana was rolled up and
passed around again. Instead
of agreeing to just stop talk-
ing about whether to pass an
ordinance regulating where
commercially-certified grow-
ers can grow the plant, the
council agreed to put the
whole issue into a stoned-like
silence, more commonly
known as a “moratorium.”
City Manager Cooper said

the city needs to wait for
state legislators to tinker and
“clarify” the law before the
city puts its regulations to-
gether. (Or as Bob Dylan
would sing: “Well, they’ll stone
you and say that it’s the end.
Then they’ll stone you and
then they’ll come back again.”)
This next issue kind of crept

up and went away under a fog
of smoke (Editor’s note:
enough already). Finance Di-
rector Nevrus Nazarko sug-
gested – and the council
agreed to – that city funds
being held in Peoples State
Bank be transferred to either
Huntington Bank or PNC
Bank.
Nazarko said only one bank

will be chosen as soon as de-
tails are available about their
rates.
He did not say why the

transfer is needed. However,
outside of the Council Cham-
bers he conceded there is
concern about the financial
health of Peoples State Bank
and how much longer it will re-
main open. He said the city is
transferring out $11 million.
(Editor’s note: According to

financial news wire services,
Peoples Bank is considered
“critically underfunded.”)
In yet another apparent

case of councilmembers look-
ing at all possible revenue
streams and how money is
spent, Councilmember

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

(Ed-
itor-at-Large Walter Wasacz
writes a weekly column on life
in Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
All roads lead to and from

Hamtramck. You can get here
from anywhere. Once this
place becomes part of your
experience it seems to linger,
in one form or other, for-
ever.
This week, my friend Car-

leton Gholz came to town
for a short visit. We didn't
have a huge amount of
time to spend together,
maybe three hours, but we
packed in enough stuff to
make it seem much longer.
Gholz is a former project

partner of mine. He and I
started a DJ collective
called Paris '68 in 2002.
Our first event was at the
then newly-opened Gandhi
restaurant on Conant.
Music and an Indian buffet

are a perfect combination for
a party. I'd been to something
similar a few years before in
New York, when a London-
based group of South Asian
electronic musicians hosted
a night like this called Mutiny.
Curry and tandoori chicken in
one room; dancing to Sikh
DJs accompanied by tabla
players in another. Wonderful.
Carleton and I also shared

a Metro Times column called
the Subterraneans beginning
in 2004. He began graduate
school the following year at
the University of Pittsburgh,
while I continued the column
on my own.
When he came over this

week, we did some of our
usual things -- talked about

books, played some new
records, then walked over to
the corner of Gallagher and
Caniff for Middle Eastern food
and Slovenian water. He also
popped into Barberella Hair
Salon for a haircut. Carleton
S. Gholz looks great, in case
old friends of his are wonder-
ing, as the photo here will at-
test. 

We talked about how the
corner had been transformed
since last time he really dug
into it. He'd never been to the
impressive Al-Haramain Inter-
national Foods market, which
replaced the grimy Get 'n' Go
party store. We had dinner at
Royal Kabob, another new
commercial piece assembled
during the past five years.
Across the street, Public Pool
art space was also estab-
lished while he was gone (as
was the prior tenant, Design
99), and Bozek's Meats had
survived a fire and bounced
back to become an even
stronger business presence.
The corner rocked. You

could feel it as we sat in a
booth in the restaurant, which
looked to be close to capac-
ity, as people passed by on
Caniff and Gallagher -- on

foot, on bicycles, in cars. 
We ran into David Puls, who

owns the building which con-
tains Public Pool -- and the
Detroit Zymology Guild (a
slow food preservation coop-
erative) in the back. Puls was
instrumental in getting the
city's charter updated a few
years back and has been a
steadfast advocate of improv-

ing quality of life in the
city since he hit town in
the 1990s. If he's behind
a project, trust that it's
good works being done.
We also ran into Steve

Panton, who has wel-
comed visual and sound
artists to his loft on Edwin
St. I introduced the two
guys to each other and
they appeared to instantly
hit it off. They talked
about Carleton's Ph.D
work on Detroit post-Mo-

town music and culture and
his proposed thesis and book
as well other published works
that touched on the region's
healthy obsession with sound
and fury.
While he buttons up his

doctoral studies, Gholz is
sending out resumes for
teaching jobs. Some are
close to home (Wayne State
University), others are not
(University of Wisconsin).
"I'd really like to stay here,

if I can" he told Panton, as we
left Royal Kabob. "I can see
myself in this neighborhood,"
Carleton said to me as we
walked back to my house.
We can see it too, buddy.

Get that job and make your-
self a home here. You're al-
ready more than halfway
there.  

Street Life
Once you’ve experienced Hamtramck, you’re here forever

Continued on page 7



Jankowski asked for a list of
all expenses and income for
the Police Department’s drug
forfeiture fund, the 911 fund
and money brought in under
the traffic patrol program.
He asked for all that infor-

mation to be compiled within
two weeks.
City Manager Cooper noted

that the traffic patrol program
has collected $900,000 from
tickets out of $1.4 million
worth of fines levied against
motorists.
This is where the council

began to hack away at the
budget and requested a ton
of financial information.
Councilmember Stackpoole

asked for a cost-analysis of
merging the fire and police
departments into one depart-
ment and the savings the city
would receive to contract out
those services.
City Manager said it could

be six to eight months before
he has those figures, which

prompted Councilmember
Jankowski to ask what the
city will do come Feb. 1 when
there is no cash on hand to
pay salaries.
Cooper said he’s only

looked at the “concept” of
contracting out public safety
services and that getting spe-
cific cost savings projections
would require meeting with
other cities.
Stackpoole stressed that

talks need to begin on merg-
ing services.
Councilmember Gordon

jumped into the discussion
by proposing the elimination
of all non-emergency over-
time. The council agreed.
Later, however, Hillary Cherry,
a resident, asked if that in-
cludes the Police Depart-
ment’s traffic patrol program.
A silence fell over the coun-

cil, but City Manager Cooper
acknowledged that part of the
patrol program is conducted
on non-emergency overtime.

After the council took a re-
cess before going into a
closed session, Gordon told
The Review it was not her in-
tention to include the traffic
patrol program.
“Kind of a gotcha there,” a

Review reporter said to Gor-
don as she walked outside of
City Hall for a cigarette break.
Gordon’s response: “That’s

the story of my life.”
Back to the budget knife.

Councilmember Jankowski re-
ceived support to eliminate
city vehicles from being used
for personal use. 
Councilmember Hassan

motioned to eliminate all non-
essential expenditures. Coun-
cilmember Stackpoole
elaborated on that, saying no
trees should be cut unless
they pose an immediate dan-
ger of falling down.
Cooper pointed out that

some services, such as tree
cutting, are paid by grants.
Now, here comes that afore-

mentioned storm. Coun-
cilmember Gordon asked for
each department to draw up
a 20 percent budget cut. 
Jankowski said budget cuts

will likely have to include lay-
ing off staffmembers.
Stackpoole asked Cooper

to draw up what the savings
would be for the city to force
a new health insurance plan
with employees.
Jankowski said he recently

learned that although depart-
ment heads were forced to
take a 5 percent pay cut, they
have been allowed to take a
paid day off to compensate
for that loss in income. He
called for ending that practice
and requiring department
heads to work a 40-hour
week.
The council agreed.
And now cue up Mr.  Bob

Dylan:
“Well, they’ll stone ya when

you’re trying to be so good
They’ll stone ya just a-like

they said they would
They’ll stone ya when you’re

tryin’ to go home
Then they’ll stone ya when

you’re there all alone
But I would not feel so all

alone
Everybody must get stoned”
From “Rainy Day Women

#12 & 35”

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

For Sale:

2600 Norwalk, $42,000 
(Bank Owned, Short Sale)

4 bedroom single-family, art studio, 
1,200 sq. ft. master loft. 
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family homes:
3150 Belmont - $42,500 SOLD!
5057 Carpenter - $39,900 three units
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $99,900 SOLD!
3451 Comstock - $37,500 NEW PRICE!
3036 Holbrook - $12,900 SOLD!
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
12043 Moran - $35,000 NEW PRICE!

11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
2265 Poland - $29,900 - Land contract
available $12,000 down. SOLD!
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $14,900 - NEW!
12630 Charest - $29,900
3928 Commor - $39,900 NEW PRICE!
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12108 Gallagher - $49,900 - SOLD!
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Colli-
sion Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-

chanic Shop
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 NEW!
Royal Oak:
5029 Thorncroft - $139,800 NEW
PRICE!
Shelby Township:
49135 Conway Ct. - $74,900 Condo
SOLD!
Warren:
12885 E. Twelve Mile Rd. - $47,500. Bank
owned NEW!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

Attention Garret vs. City of Hamtramck Lawsuit Plaintiffs
- Ask Juanita (248) 346-6311 about eligibility for addi-
tional $35K toward the purchase of one of these homes.

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11915 Fleming, Hamtramck - 2 story single
family, 4 BR, large yard w/garage. $26,900-
Price Reduced!

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st
floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR condo,
w/appliances & furniture. $19,000 Cash
Only - New Price!

2353 Danforth, Hamtramck - 4 Bedroom 2-
Family, w/ 2-Car Garage, $15,000

2060 Norwalk, Hamtramck - “Portage
Garage”- 3 bay auto repair facility, including
the 2 family home at 2054 Norwalk.
$59,000 - New Price!

7516 Jackson Ave., Warren - 3 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, 2 car garage w/ driveway $19,900
“Short-Sale”

3374 Comstock - Hamtramck - 2 family
home w/ 4 bedrooms, basement, garage.
Needs minor repairs. $25,000

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR, Basement,
Needs Work $19,900 New Price!

2224 Belmont- Hamtramck - Single family
home w/ 2 bedrooms, living room, dining
room, ¼ basement, garage $29,900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - Attention In-
vestors! 2 well-maintained single-family
homes on one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $35,000

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield Twp.
“Bank Owned” Detached Condo 3 Bed-
rooms, 1½ baths, 2 car garage, $109,900 -
New Price! 

2348 Zinow – Hamtramck - 4 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, completely remodeled. $39,900

7240 Dale- Centerline - Full brick ranch w/
3 bedrooms. first floor laundry, side driveway,
2 ½ car garage. $59,900 - New Price!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Completely ren-
ovated with custom designer touches
throughout. 3 BR, built-in appliances, base-
ment, garage. Must see to appreciate.
$79,900 - New Price!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bedroom, 2-fam-
ily home in need of repair. Full basement,
garage, $24,900 - New Price!
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New Construction:
11489 Dyar - $129,900 - NEW PRICE!Already built
brick 4 bedroom with fireplace, granite counters, C/A,
etc. Also, “To Be Built” homes, pick your style, carpet
& paint colors & upgrades. Hurry! Four different style
options avail. Three, four, and five bedroom homes
avail. Ask Keisha (313) 255-9500 about $25,000 Grant
toward down payment. “NEZ Zoning” - Huge discount
on property
taxes, ask
for more
informa-
tion.

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

thing: lay off employees and
essentially ground down city
services to almost nothing.
The police and fire depart-

ments have the least room
to cut. Laying off police offi-
cers or firefighters would
likely require the remaining
public safety officers to put
in overtime.
City Manager Bill Cooper

said that unless Detroit
hands over the $3 million it
is withholding from Ham-
tramck in a dispute over how
much in tax revenues is
owed from GM’s Poletown
plant, the city will be broke
by the end of this January.
And even if that payment

comes forward, which at this
point looks doubtful, the city
could operate only until next
June or so.
Cooper has been trying to

convince the city’s unions to
agree to a less expensive
health insurance program.
City employees now enjoy a
top-notch Blue Cross plan.
Cooper said switching to a
less expensive plan could
save the city anywhere from
$1 million to $2 million a
year.
So far, the unions have re-

fused to budge on that con-
cession.
At the same time that the

City Council is forcing the
issue of concessions, a ma-
jority of the council refuses
to increase the city’s prop-
erty tax rate to its legal limit,
another 2.3 mills. If that in-
crease were made, the city
would generate an additional
$500,000 a year, Cooper
said.
Still, that’s not enough to

ward off insolvency. Cooper
said he needs to find an ad-
ditional $3 million a year –
either in savings or new in-
come streams – to keep the
city afloat.
Unless something comes

along, the city is heading to-
ward another state takeover.
Cooper received the go-
ahead Tuesday night to send
a letter to the state Treasury
Department outlining the
city’s financial woes.
It may be the first time a

Michigan city has forewarned
state officials that it is head-
ing toward financial disaster,
Cooper said.
In his letter to the state,

Cooper is asking for the
state’s assistance to move
the city into bankruptcy. He
said this is the only legal way
for the city to “set aside”
union contracts and begin
layoffs in the police and fire
departments without being
restrained by minimum
staffing agreements.
“While this step may seem

radical in its approach,”
Cooper said, “it is the only
approach that will quickly
and effectively allow us to
address our shortfall.”
In the meantime, the coun-

cil ordered that anyone using
a city vehicle to stop using it
for personal use – which ap-
parently also includes driving
them to and from work.
The council also put a stop

to all non-emergency over-
time and all non-essential
services. 
Councilmember Catrina

Stackpoole ratcheted things
up another notch by asking
Cooper to put together a
cost-saving analysis of merg-
ing the police and fire de-
partments into one
department, a move a num-
ber of other communities
have undertaken. That would
mean police officers would
also act as firefighters when
needed, thus allowing the
city to lay off firefighters.
Stackpoole also asked

Cooper to look into the cost
savings of contracting out
public safety services.
Cooper said he will start

talking with Detroit, Highland
Park and Wayne County
about providing public safety.
Councilmember Cathie

Gordon said in an interview
on Wednesday that the
tough talk from council is an
attempt to “get the message
out. This is reality.”

(You can contact Charles
Sercombe at cs@theham-
tramckreview.com, or by call-
ing 313-874-2100.)

Tough talk about
city finances
Continued from front page

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
Continued from page 6
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By Ian Perrotta
With a name like Friend-

ship House, you can expect
a lot of people to show up to
your party. That’s exactly
what happened two Fridays
ago (Oct. 29) at the non-
profit’s semi-annual Com-
munity Baby Shower at
Corinthian Baptist Church.
About 50 expectant moth-

ers attended the event,
which was the tenth time in
six years that it has been
put on. At the baby shower,
the women were given the
opportunity to learn more
about what it’s like to be a
mother, and speakers gave
presentations on topics that
included baby wellness do’s

and don’ts, infant mortality
and breast feeding.
It wasn’t all learning and

lectures, however. Also in-
cluded in the free event was
a meal of soup, salad and
bread, as well as a chance
to win door prizes like
strollers and bouncy seats.
And everyone in attendance
received a diaper bag full of
diapers, a onesie, a receiv-
ing blanket, an outfit and ei-
ther shampoo or baby
powder.
The event was organized

and the supplies were all
collected by Shelly Lewis, a
Wayne State University Mas-
ters of Social Work student
currently interning at Friend-

ship House. To put the event
on, Lewis collected dona-
tions from local entities like
the police and fire depart-
ments, schools and other
area businesses. 
“Friendship House was

thrilled to be able to provide
community leadership
through our baby shower,”
she said. “Many thoughtful
hearts contributed toward
making this day special for
our surrounding area’s par-
ents.” 

(For more information about
the program, call Friendship
House at (313) 871-7434.)

New mothers 
get some tips and
supplies

By Ian Perrotta
Its colors may be teal and

orange, but Dickinson East
Elementary might as well
change them to green.
Currently, the school’s staff

and students are working on
a project to create green
space on the school’s
grounds and help it become
more environmentally-friendly
overall. The project started
when the school began a re-
cycling program to turn milk
cartons into benches – the
first and only kind in the area
– and has been evolving ever
since. 
The original plan was to pay

for the project with money
from the Safe Routes to
School program, but unfortu-
nately that fell through. How-
ever, the students themselves
have been working to raise
money through a variety of
fundraisers and have col-
lected over $4,000 to date.  
According to the school’s

Restorative Practices Coordi-
nator Sarah Dajani, who has
been working on the project
along with science teacher
Jennifer Bradley, by having
the students raise money
themselves it allows them to
take ownership of the project
and helps them have a
stronger connection to it.

“It’s important for kids to
understand ways to respect
the environment and to learn
to be a little more responsi-
ble,” says Dajani.
The project has an open-

ended completion date,
which is understandable con-
sidering the scope of its
plans. In addition to tearing
out the concrete near all the
entrances and then replacing
it with garden space that in-
cludes ground cover, shrubs
and trees, a number of
benches and tables will be
added to create an outdoor
learning environment. More-
over, large planters will be
placed at each entrance, the
playground will be resurfaced
and the playscape replaced
and relocated.
So far the work has come

along nicely. Last Thursday
(Nov. 4) new lines were
painted in the parking areas,
and the next day (Nov. 5) stu-
dents were outside spread-
ing topsoil in the new garden
areas. And at the beginning
of this week, students
planted flowers and bulbs. 
“People will see a signifi-

cant difference by spring,”
says Dajani. “And hopefully
by then we’ll have another
bench!”

Goodbye concrete jungle at Dickinson East 

Dickinson East students
help prepare the new green-
space area. Above: Students
spread top soil where con-
crete used to be. Below: Stu-
dents plant bulbs for next
spring.

At Friendship House's semi-annual Community Baby Shower new and expectant mothers
were given helpful tips on how to raise healthy children.



Hamtramck, McDougall St., 2
Br. upper, with balcony, near
shopping district and 5 min-
utes from I-75, 900 sq. ft.,
freshly painted and cleaned
carpet, appliances incl.,
$550/month, $1,375 moves
you in, utilities separate, no
pets, serious inquiries only,
bring your last 2 paystubs, last
year’s tax return and your ID, by
appointment only, call Joe,
586-321-4111 (day), or 586-
532-8624 (evening). 11/19

Fleming St., clean, upper flat,
stove-fridge, water and heat
included, adults only pre-
ferred, $550/month + $550
security, 313-355-8673. 12/3

Hamtramck, 3101-03 Jacob
St., lower 2 Br., large living
room, dining, kitchen, newly
remodeled, laundry facility in-
cluded, stove-fridge, excellent
condition, 586-497-8810. 12/3

Hamtramck, 2-3 Br., nice
area, newly remodeled, appli-
ances, Section 8 OK, adults
only preferred, no pets, 313-
516-9806.  11/12

Hamtramck, 3 Br. lower,
washer-dryer, appliances, no
pets, adults only preferred,
separate utility meters,
$400/month + $600 de-
posit, 586-354-5343.  11/12

Upper, 2 Br., large backyard,
appliances and water in-
cluded, $550/month + 1
month security, 313-301-
0594. 11/26

Hamtramck flat, 2 Br. upper,
carpeted, appliances, large
kitchen, full basement,
washer-dryer, nice attic, new
furnace, double doors + win-
dows, super clean, nice area,
11366 Gallagher, $480/
month + $480 security. 586-
604-0029. 11/12

Hamtramck, remodeled, 2 Br.
flat, $525/month + security
deposit, references required,
313-801-4001. 11/12

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, imme-
diate occupancy, 248-229-
4295, 248-229-4297. 11/26

Comstock St., 2 Br. upper, liv-
ing, dining, bathroom, stove-
fridge, 313-550-9205. 11/12

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower flat,
$575 deposit, $575/month,
water-heat included, adults
preferred, no pets, 313-874-
1442, after 6 p.m. leave mes-
sage. 11/12

Hamtramck 1 Br. includes all
utilities, no pets, 313-632-
5566. 11/19

Flat, 2 Br. lower, stove-fridge,
½ basement, between Co-
nant and Gallagher, no pets,
586-604-0553, 586-604-
2435. 11/26

Hamtramck, 2 Br., nice +
clean flat, upper or lower, Sec-
tion 8 OK, $450/month + se-
curity, 313-712-6021. 11/19

Hamtramck, corner of Evaline-
Jos. Campau, a really nice fur-
nished 1 Br. apartment, with
all the bells and whistles, in
the heart of town in a well-
maintained, quiet, clean build-
ing. Rent $695/month,
includes all utilities, sorry no
pets, 313-872-5516. 11/12

Hamtramck, 2 Br. front room,
dining room, kitchen and
bath, upper flat with appli-
ances plus laundry facility on
Trowbridge St. near Jos. Cam-
pau, $500/ month + deposit,
utilites separate, no pets,
Section 8 OK, 810-210-4994.
11/12

2643 Caniff, newly remod-
eled building, shared
kitchen/bath, with appli-
ances, $350/mont, 313-332-
4954. 11/12

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 11/19

Hamtramck, 2643 Casmere,
3 Br., living room, dining
room, kitchen, close to
schools, 313-365-9737. 11/5

3 + 5 single-family house with
option to buy, no pets, 313-
369-1654. 11/19

Hamtramck 3 Br. beautiful
single family house, nice and
clean, living room, dining,
rook, 2 full bath, kitchen, 3-
car garage, located near
American Axle, I-75 + I-94 and
close to shopping, immediate
occupancy, Section 8 OK,
$700/month, call Gotham
586-604-6094. 11/19

Hamtramck, investor special,
$10,000 cash or $15,000
land contract with $1,000
down and $400/month pay-
ments (includes taxes + in-
surance). Large 2-family flat
or possible 5 Br. single-family
house. Needs work. Contact
HomeVantage at 248-701-
3898. 11/19

Nice brick 2 Br. single-family
house, located at 6828 Iowa
St. (Sherwood/Nevada area),
full basement, new carpet,
updated kitchen cabinets +
tile, garage, $19,500 (nego-
tiable). For showing, call 313-
304-0287. 11/19

Hamtramck, 2  separate 2-fam-
ily houses (next to each other),
2 Br. up and down, living,
kitchen, bath in each flat, full
basement and quarter base-
ment, land contract available
(no interest charged), 313-220-
7307. 11/26

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, Nov.
6, 12-4 p.m. Beautiful, fully
remodeled, 2 Br. home with
deck, 11676 Lumpkin, Acacia
Investment Group, 248-688-
0708. 11/26

2 Br. house, completely reno-
vated, $470/month, $2500
down gets you this beautiful
home, Acacia Investment
Group, 248-688-0708. 11/26

HAMTRAMCK, 9525 Jos.
Campau, two-story, 45’x100’
brick building with a full base-
ment in the heart of town. El-
evator to all three levels, rent
to own or lease with option to
buy, 248-931-9731. 12/31
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Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

* Senior Rates available*

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

PLUMBING

10yd, 20yd. 30yd, 40yd, open tops
10, 20, rubberwheel trailers
H Best rates in Michigan H

Volume discounts are applicable 
if you order more than 2-cans per week

Visit us at www.blueskydisposal.com or call 586-612-9003

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $500

Appliances included 
Section 8 welcome

Nov. Special: 2 Weeks FREE Rent!

Call  586-354-5380
info@leoneservices.com

ATTORNEY

WAYNE COUNTY LAW OFFICES 10211 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

Wayne County Call 313-438-1756
Macomb County Call 586-781-0700
frontczak@comcast.net • Interpreters Available

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist, 1 huge 

bedroom, includes appliances,
oak flooring in bedroom, $550/mo.,

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

Frank M. Frontczak P 29184

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
Offering 32 years experience in:

• Personal Injury • Criminal • Probate • Traffic 
• Juvenile • Divorce • Real Estate    

Interviews available at home, hospital, clinic or at two office locations

HELP WANTED

HOUSE FOR 

RENT/SALE

Cleaning Company has a 
few openings for residential
cleaning. Experienced; honest
and reliable. Valid work 
authorization required.

Call (313) 884-0721
11/19/10

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Deadline for
classifieds
for next week 
is Thursday at

Noon
$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100

Classifieds

COMMERCIAL BUILDING

FOR SALE OR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

• Residential
• Commercial

Call N&D Masonry for all your
home improvement needs.
We specialize in brick, block & stone, cement, 

epoxy floors, chimney & porch repair.

Call Joe at

MASONRY

ROOM 

FOR RENT

CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

It’s said that whatever hap-
pens to Detroit, so goes Ham-
tramck. If you were to rely
solely on the local main-
stream media, you’d think De-
troit is no more than a
crime-infested wasteland.
Well, we’re here to say that
isn’t so. Our friends over at
modeldmedia.com and metro-
mode.com have been report-
ing on fascinating

development projects for the
past few years.
With their permission, here

is a round-up of their reports
from the past week:
Developer Joel Landy -- well-

known around these parts --
is transforming the former
Malcolm X Academy on Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., into
the Music School,  a hub for
music recording, instruction,
rehearsal and performance.
There are three studios al-

ready moved in, most notably
one helmed by legendary pro-
ducer Don Was, Landy's for-
mer junior high school
classmate.
Landy purchased the build-

ing from Detroit Public
Schools in August. It is
58,000 square feet with a
gymnasium, 300-seat audito-
rium and 42 classrooms. It is
"wonderful shape" says
Landy, in no small part be-
cause of $1 million in bond

money the district spent on
upgrading the facility in
2006.
The condition of the school

facilitates extremely low rent
-- $0.50 a square foot. The
5,000-square-foot auditorium
is priced at $2,500 a month,
and Landy hopes to find a
promoter interested in the
venue. The classrooms aver-
age 750 square feet and the
building is highly soundproof.
Was is taking over the gym-

nasium as the People's
Recording Studio - Detroit.
"He's loving the sound,"
says Landy. "We changed the
character of the room by
hanging huge velvet cur-
tains." Was plans on record-
ing an album in his new
space in December.
This is the fourth school

building that Landy has pur-
chased. He turned the Le-
land School near Lafayette
Park into lofts, the Burton

School on Cass now houses
a movie theater and the of-
fices of several small busi-
nesses and non-profit
organizations and the Selden
School has become Midtown
Academy, a charter school.
Interested in being part of

a reuse of a former school?
Head right over here for de-
tails on a seminar being held
Nov. 17 on the topic. 

Writer: Kelli B. Kavanaugh

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR 

RENT/SALE

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

Hamtramck
Rentals

2 Bedrooms, lower,
oak floors
Very large

Call Julie at 
(313) 570-4242

Metro news …



ing
Let's break out the booze

and have a ball
If that's all there is”
Virg no longer works regular

hours at the bar. She’s now in
her early 80s. But you’d
never guess her age by look-
ing at her. She is still incredi-
bly youthful looking, and, we
might say, still a looker.
Virg’s immediate family

consists of two sons, neither
of whom has an interest in
carrying on the family line of
work. That means sooner or
later the bar will be up for
sale, or at least the liquor li-
cense. The person who owns
the building connected to the

bar owns the bar space.
Virg owns everything

else, which she quickly
points out: “Everything is
old in there … including
me.”
(Self-deprecating wit.

Cue Peggy Lee:
“Is that all there is, is

that all there is
If that's all there is my

friends, then let's keep
dancing.”)
You can hear a snare

flam at the end of that
line, and Virg has a gazil-
lion of them. She kind of
reminds us of the ribald
comedienne, Rusty War-
ren. In fact, there might even be a bit of a resemblance.

For you kids, Google that
name, or better yet, go to
YouTube.
Virg is there at the bar dur-

ing the days mostly, whenever
she feels like it. Stop by and
check out one of Ham-
tramck’s gems. She’ll have
something snappy to say.
We’re feeling a bit maudlin,

heck the freakin’ Republicans
are back in charge. We need
a drink … to forget (forget
what? I don’t  know … I for-
got). Someone … cue Peggy
Lee again:
“Is that all there is, is that all

there is
If that's all there is my

friends, then let's keep danc-
ing.”

n n n

We’re not sure how Hippo’s
Bar manages to get into this
column so often. But consid-
ering what a likeable guy
owner John Hypnarowicz is,
we can’t help it. John just re-
tired this past summer from
the public school district
where he drove a bus for over
30 years.
His job included driving

Special Ed students. John’s a
big guy and you know, he’s
got an even bigger heart. Sev-
eral years ago he started
throwing Christmas parties
for the kids where each one

would receive a pres-
ent of new clothes.
The guy cares. He

was there for his kids
and believe us they
loved him like a dad.
And believe us,

many of them needed
those new clothes.
These are kids who
came from hard
times.
Well, on Dec. 10,

you can do something
about that.
John will be holding

his last party for the
kids. Before that, how-
ever, he needs to

raise a lot of money to buy
those clothes. He’s having a
fundraiser on Saturday (Nov.
20), 2-6 p.m., at the bar, fea-
turing great home cooking
and beer specials.  Think
about it, on a Saturday after-
noon do you really need any-
thing more than that? 
For 6 bucks you get a meal

of your choice: meatballs and
mashed potatoes or kielbasa
and kraut and add in some
bread and dessert. There will
also be raffles and drink spe-
cials.
Stop by and have a toast

with Toast of the Town.
n n n

A few weeks ago we men-
tioned that the lovely Melody
Baetens, a co-owner of
Small’s, recently got married.
We couldn’t remember the
name of her beau. What a
Doofus we are (yes, with a
capital “D”).  You know, one
can Google this stuff easily
enough.
The lucky groom/hubby is

… drum roll and cymbal
crash, please … Dave
Malarsh. Again, all of our best
to you guys.

By the way, we stopped by
Small’s last Saturday for the
Seatbelts reunion and man,
old rockers still know how to
rock, and in fact, could teach
some of the young dudes and
dudettes a lesson or two.

n n n

Be sure to check out Skip-
per's this coming Thursday
(Nov. 18) – there's going to be
a chili bar with 18 toppings,
garnishes and sauces. For
just $8 you'll get a plate and
a PBR. There will be two chilis,

one "mild" and one "wild" and
the event is being catered by
"Hire a Freshman" and chili is
served by Chef Terry. Toppings
include cheddar cheese,
onions, sour cream, mush-
rooms, jalapenos, corn bread,
hot sauce, scrambled eggs,
nacho chips, burgers, oyster
crackers, saltines, baked po-
tato, burgers, french fries, hot
dogs, bacon bits, olives and
mild peppers.
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Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
Lym
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
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Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

11650 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
(313) 368-0500

11650 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
(313) 368-0500

Seniors 
20% off 

between 3 pm - 5pm.
20% off 

Stir Fry Pastas • Greek Specialties 
• Seafood • Pastas • Subs • Burgers 

• And More!

Daily 
Lunch & Dinner 

Specials!

Mon-Sat. 
6am-11:30pm

Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestauran

t.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

Government 
Supported

CELLULAR SERVICE

FREE Cellular Phone FREE Monthly Minutes

You are eligible to receive a FREE Cellular Phone with
FREE Monthly Minutes every month. 

Enroll Here from 2-4pm Only!

Goods And Things

RESALE SHOP

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@ sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

• Furniture • Books • Records
• Household Items • And lots more...

if you receive:
• Medicaid
• Food Stamps
• Supplemental Security
Income (SS)

• Federal Public Housing
Assistance (Section 8)

• The National School
Free Lunch Program

• Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families - TANF

• Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance 
Programs (LIHEAP)

Lawrence the Computer
Geek is Back!

Lawrence the Computer
Geek is Back!

Located in the Russell Bazaar at
1600 Clay Ave, Detroit.

For directions visit jaxxstores.com
Open Friday Evenings and Weekends


