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Next Thursday (Nov. 11) is
Veterans Day. We don’t have
to remind you of the great
debt of gratitude we owe
our veterans.
But you should know that

there will be a ceremony
and social get-together on
Thursday at PLAV Post 10,
starting at 10:30 a.m.
There will be a short cer-

emony starting at 11 a.m.,
including the naming of the
Veteran of the Year, with
plenty of toasts, lunch and
sing-alongs. Do our Ham-
tramck vets know how to
throw a celebration or
what?
The event is sponsored by

the Hamtramck Allied Veter-
ans Council, and Post 10 is
located at 11824 Jos. Cam-
pau.
If you can’t make it, be

sure to give a big thanks to
those you know who served
in our armed forces. 

Source: Hamtramck Historical Commission
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Quick Hits

• The city’s longest serv-
ing mayor, Robert Kozaren,
was first elected to that po-
sition in 1979.

• And speaking of firsts,
the city’s current mayor,
Karen Majewski, was voted
into office in 2005 as the
city’s first female mayor.

• In 1947, Hamtramck col-
lectively blew out 50 birth-
day candles to celebrate its
50th anniversary of being in-
corporated as a city.

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —
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Hamtramck "Coney Island"
Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner

Hamtramck's one and only!!! 
Rated #1 by their Customers

!!! Best Grits ever Says Danny D !!!
www.dannydlive.com

This week
in history

2009 election
had more than
one milestone
By Charles Sercombe
The 2009 General Election

is considered a watershed
moment in Hamtramck poli-
tics.
That’s when Bangladeshi-

American voters solidified
their position as the city’s
major political force.
But that election also pro-

duced a troubling revelation.
About 40 percent of the vot-

ers who went to the polls
failed to file a Hamtramck in-
come tax that year, according
to the city’s Financial Director
Nevrus Nazarko. Out of the
3,351 voters, a whopping
1,276 voters did not pay in-
come taxes.
Nazarko said he did not

look at the list of voters and
could not identify if it predom-
inantly represented one eth-
nic group or another. He also
added that the names are not
open to public review.
Hamtramck is one of only a

handful of cities in Michigan
with an income tax.
Nazarko said the city’s dire

financial outlook forced him
to search for more revenue
owed to the city. So, he de-
cided to cross reference the
names and addresses of
those who voted in the Gen-
eral Election with those who
paid income taxes.
“This is another tool in our

hands,” Nazarko said in refer-
ence to using voter rolls.
“With declining filings, we
need to turn over every
stone.”
Nazarko said he uses other

city records, from building per-
mits to Treasury Department
documents, to cross refer-
ence with his filings.
Letters to the voters who

did not file an income tax
were sent out on Tuesday. On
Wednesday, Nazarko said,
“the phones were ringing off
the hook.”
Hamtramck’s filing require-

ments are a bit more strin-
gent than state and federal
requirements, as far as the
amount earned per year. If
you earned over $600 a year,
even with any number of de-

By Charles Sercombe
The suspense is over.
Last week we reported that

a meeting this week about
Hamtramck’s financial picture
is the makings of a Halloween
horror story.
It is, and so much more.
Let’s just say city officials

are now whistling past the
graveyard, hoping against
hope that Hamtramck will still
exist in some form as an in-
dependent city.
That may be overly-dra-

matic, but listening to the op-
tions laid out Monday night, it
is a possible conclusion. How
bad is it? Here’s how City
Manager Bill Cooper and Fi-
nancial Director Nevrus

Navarro laid it out for the City
Council during a special work
session:
Even if a court forces De-

troit to hand over the $3 mil-
lion it is withholding in a
dispute with Hamtramck over
property taxes collected from
GM’s Poletown plant, the city
will still be $2 million in the
hole within several months.
And if the Detroit payment

doesn’t come through and
the City Council gives Cooper
the OK to dip into the city’s
rainy day fund, that will only
allow the city to meet payroll
and pay bills for maybe an-
other few months.
The options are few: Some-

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck voters re-

mained true to their Demo-
cratic Party roots on Tuesday
even though it was the polar
opposite of what a majority of
state voters supported.
Virg Bernero, the Demo-

cratic candidate for governor,
can consider Hamtramck a
home away from home. He
whipped his Republican oppo-
nent, Rick Snyder, by taking
86 percent.
Ah, but only in his dreams

was such a victory statewide.
He was trounced, stomped
and kicked to the side in the
election by a 58-38 percent-
age difference. Bernero was
not the only Democratic can-
didate to be a victim of the
Republican tidal wave.
Republican candidates now

control the state’s legisla-
ture. Just how this will work
to Snyder’s advantage will
have to be seen. He ran as
an outsider even to his own
party.
And just how Snyder will

handle cities like Hamtramck
going through hard financial
times is a big unknown. But
that’s a story for the weeks to
come.

In the race for Attorney Gen-
eral and Secretary of State,
while Hamtramck remained
faithful to the Democratic

City’s financial future is uncertain at best

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck is feeling

mighty broke these days.
Just how far can a city go

to balance it’s budget?
Look no further than one-

square mile sized Maywood,
California. The city was so
burdened with debt that it
decided to lay off all its em-
ployees.
That included cops, city hall

employees and school cross-
ing guards. The work was out-
sourced to neighboring cities.

The Los Angeles County Sher-
iffs took over policing.
The city’s police force took

up over $8 million of its $16
million budget.
Hamtramck, in contrast, is

two miles in area and has an
$18 million budget. About
$8 million goes to public
safety. By January, it’s
feared the city will not only
run out of money to pay its
employees, it will also be $3
million in the hole.

To look at future of
Hamtramck, go west 

Continued on page 2
Continued on page 2

Hamtramck voters at times at
odds with state voters 

Continued on page 2

Hamtramck voters hit the
polls on Tuesday, and they
were largely alone in voting
a straight Democratic
ticket.



candidates, a majority of
state voters didn’t have the
same kind of love.
As for hotly watched Con-

gressional races, Hamtramck
voters were faced with only
one race – the seat held by
John Conyers. Conyers easily
won his district, including
Hamtramck.
In the state Supreme Court

race, voters here split on the
Democratic ticket. Incumbent
Alton Thomas Davis got the
top vote here, but the Repub-
lican-endorsed candidate,
Mary Beth Kelly, got the sec-
ond highest.
Statewide, Davis was

booted out of office and Kelly
and incumbent Robert Young
won. Both benefitted from an
aggressive advertising cam-
paign. In fact, their names
were sometimes the most vis-
ible out of all the candidates
running for office in the area.
There was only one local

candidate, Muhammad Alim,
who ran for state Representa-
tive as an Independent. Alim
was counting on the powerful
Bangladeshi-American voting

bloc to give him a shot.
Apparently, that bloc of vot-

ers plunks for Democratic
candidates. Alim didn’t come
close, and to add insult to in-
jury, he lost out to the Repub-
lican candidate by over 100
votes. Democratic candidate
John Olumba easily glided
into that office.
The race for state Senator

for this district also easily
went to Democratic candidate
Bert Johnson.
When it came to state bal-

lot proposals, Hamtramck vot-
ers were in lockstep with
state voters. A proposal to
rewrite the state constitution
was defeated, and a proposal
to ban those convicted of a
felony for violating the pub-
lic’s trust while holding public
office from running for office
for 20 years after conviction
was overwhelmingly sup-
ported.
Call it the Kwame Kilpatrick

law.
The Wayne County ballot to

renew a parks tax was also
supported here as well as
countywide.

Considering there were no
local office or local proposal
on the ballot, turnout was
fairly good, with 2,847 voters

participating. Out of those
voters, 86 percent of them
elected to vote a straight
Democratic ticket.

ductions, you must file an in-
come tax.
Only those living on pen-

sions or unemployment insur-
ance are exempt, although
Nazarko stressed it’s still
wise to file. He said the city
routinely cross-references its
records with state income tax
records to catch those who
fail to file here but file with
the state.  
Those collecting pensions

or unemployment must still
file with the state but the
state records that the city
uses do not indicate the
source of incomes.
That means even if you are

on a pension or unemploy-
ment, Hamtramck will think
you owe the city money.
For those who come for-

ward now, Nazarko said they
will have to pay what’s owed
and a 10 to 12 percent
penalty fee. No criminal
charges will be filed.
However, those who ignore

the letter and subsequently
fail to show up for court pro-
ceedings will have an arrest

warrant issued against them.
Failing to show up for court
can lead to a misdemeanor
charge with a maximum
penalty of $500 and 90 days
in jail plus additional penal-
ties and interest charges.
Nazarko said state income

tax filings for 2009 won’t be
available until April. At that
time he will further cross
index those who voted here
in 2009. 
If those records show an

address out of the city, that
information will be handed

over to the City Clerk for an
investigation into whether
voter fraud was committed.
The matter could even raise

the issue of citizenship, con-
ceded City Manager Bill
Cooper. He said he will meet
with the city attorney to dis-
cuss whether federal agen-
cies should be contacted.
“It raises some interesting

questions,” Cooper said.
Mayor Karen Majewski said

she was not aware of the find-
ings. She cautioned there
could be any number of legit-

imate explanations for those
who didn’t’ file, but she
praised Nazarko for coming
up with creative ways to find
additional revenue at a time
when the city is facing a $3
million budget deficit.
“Hats off to Nevrus for look-

ing into creative ways to col-
lect money we ought to
have,” Majewski said.

(You can contact Charles
Sercombe at cs@theham-
tramckreview.com.)

2 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, November 5, 2010

This week at the library...
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, Novem-

ber 6 at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the
instructor for the ESL class for beginners.
Everyone is invited. Free to the public.

Storytime for Children - Saturday, November
6 at noon. All children are invited to children’s
storytime at the library. This Saturday is a
treasure hunt day with lots of surprises after
we read "Looking for a Moose" by Phyllis Root.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Tuesday,
November 9 at 11:30 a.m. Basic instructions
on computer use for beginners will be held
on Tuesdays. Number of participants is lim-
ited to available computers.

Reading and Conversation for ESL Stu-
dents - Tuesday, November 9 at 5:30 p.m. Jide
Aje is the instructor for the reading and con-
versation ESL classes.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, November 9
at 4 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the
math club and math tutoring.

Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, November
10 at 3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie
day at the library. Come and enjoy our fea-
ture presentation, which includes popcorn
and snacks.

92nd Anniversary Library Dinner - Thurs-
day, Nov. 11 at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited to
the Annual Library Dinner at the PNA Ban-

quet Hall on Conant & Belmont. During the
program, new members will be inducted into
the Library Hall of Honor. Tickets are avail-
able at the Library. The event is organized
by the Friends of Hamtramck Public Library.

Fall Teen Club - Thursday, November 18 at
5 p.m. Members of the Teen Club will be
making fall decorations for the library. Every-
one is invited to join.

Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday Novem-
ber 18 at 4:00 p.m. Sign up and participate
in Jeopardy games held on Thursdays at the
library. Compete against friends, win prizes,
have fun developing you knowledge skills.

Meeting of the Library Board - Tuesday, No-
vember 18 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the
Library Board will be held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,
November 18 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President
Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday,
invite all members and volunteers to partic-
ipate in the regular monthly meeting and
election meeting of the FHPL.

Income Tax Training Classes - Monday, No-
vember 29 at 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wayne Metro-
politan Community Action Agency will
conduct tax training classes on Mondays
and Wednesdays, staring Nov. 29.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at 

http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 
where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
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1
/1
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• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Door open at 6:00 PM
Pre-Program & 

Social Hour
Dinner served at 7:00 PM

Program 8:00 PM
Induction of new 
Nominees to the 

Library’s Hall of Honor
Presentation of awards to

Volunteers and Benefactors

Main Door Prize:
For ticket holders

32” HD color TV
Drawing at end of program. 
Must be present to win.

November 11, 2010
Thursday - 6:00 pm

92nd Anniversary
of Library Services

in Hamtramck
Dinner - Program

George Gorday at (313) 365-5310 or the library at (313) 365-7050

They voted but didn’t pay income taxes Continued from front page

Can Hamtramck take the
step that Maywood took?
There are a lot of differ-

ences between the two
cities, but if the state were
to step in and appoint a fi-
nancial manager, you can
pretty much bet many of
Hamtramck’s jobs would be
outsourced.
That could mean disband-

ing the police and fire de-

partments.
It’s not likely that local of-

ficials would ever agree to
such drastic measures. For
sure, it would be political
suicide.
But it’s said that Califor-

nia is often a trendsetter
that the rest of the country
eventually follows. Will Ham-
tramck soon be California
dreaming? Stay tuned.

To look at future of 
Hamtramck, go west
Continued from front page

how convince the city’s public
employee unions – especially
the unions representing the
police department – to take
wage cuts and switch over to
a much cheaper health insur-
ance plan.
Or … wait for the state to

intercede through receiver-
ship and allow the emergency
financial manager to take
charge. The manager’s op-
tions could lead to declaring
the city bankrupt, which
would then allow the city to
break its contracts and farm
out police and fire services.
What’s perhaps even worse

is that Detroit is also facing a
financial meltdown and the
state itself has a $1.6 billion
deficit. We are, as a region,
suffering from one of the
worst economic setbacks

since the Great Depression.
And it appears our political

leaders in the state are at a
loss finding a solution to this
mess.
Hamtramck could even face

the possibility of being
merged with Detroit and High-
land Park, although how that
would solve anything is any-
one’s guess.
City officials have vowed to

keep working on the problem.
For city employees, it may

be wise to dust off that re-
sume and begin looking for
new work because if you are
not out of a job within a year,
you could very well be working
through payless paydays.

(For more on the special
meeting, go to City Hall In-
sider, on page 6.)

City’s financial future is 
uncertain at best Cont. from front page

2009 election had more than one 
milestone  Continued from front page



By Ian Perrotta
It hasn’t been said for a

while, but Hamtramck has

some amazing athletes.
Just look at the results of

the Division 4 Region 14
championship soccer game –
the first-year team from Fron-
tier International Academy
beat Shrine Catholic 3-1 to be-
come champions of their
league.
The Knights, a team of play-

ers with little organized soccer
experience and led by just
three seniors, were able to de-
feat a number of divisional
powerhouses on their way first
to a regional championship
and then to the  district title.
Their final record for the sea-
son was 13-1-1, including a 9-
0 run in the regular season. 
“It’s amazing that a school

in its first year can do some-
thing like this,” said team cap-
tain Ahmed Almasmary, a
senior. “And it’s a real honor.
I think the team will be just as
good next year.”
Elsewhere in the city, the

Hamtramck High volleyball
team just ended an incredible
season of their own, finishing
with a record of 14-1. Their
only loss of the regular season
came on Wednesday night
(Nov. 3) at the hands of Detroit
Denby.
But despite that loss, a num-

ber of players still had impres-
sive individual performances.
Almedina Kaltak had ten kills
and 14 aces, Almedina Kljajic
had five kills and five aces,
and Elizabeth Zaborowski had
seven aces and a whopping 18
assists. Additionally, Sara
Mehmedovic added six aces,
Summer Long had five aces,
and Bridgette Szelesety and
Kiki Ali had one dig each.
Cralon Bonner rounded out the
night with three kills.
The final result of the sea-

son was a far-cry from where
the team ended up last year,
but thanks to a revitalization of
the program by first-year coach
Charisse Youmans and first-
year Athletic Director Lawrence
Geromin, this year’s outcome
was drastically different.

“If you meet the girls, con-
gratulate them on their great
season,” said Geromin. 
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Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!

Henry Ford Visiting Physicians is a 
service based out of the Henry Ford 
Medical Center – Hamtramck which 
allows many immobile patients the 
same quality patient care in patients’ 
own homes.

Henry Ford Visiting Physicians allow 
patients who are homebound or 
don’t have transportation access 
to a Family Medicine physician as 
the physician travels to the patient’s 
house, apartment or assisted-living 
facility. Patients must meet certain 
requirements in order to qualify for 
this service.

Henry Ford Visiting Physicians 
staff includes three doctors: 
Cynthia Cohen. M.D., Gregory Hackel, 
D.O. and Ronald Ford, M.D. who do 
regular patient maintenance as 
primary care physicians for their 
homebound patients.

Marianne Beach, family medicine 
administrator said this service offers 
an alternative for patients and their 
extended family. 

“Many times you have to take off 
work to take parents and family 
members to appointments, and this 
helps the entire family as we support 
them in meeting their medical needs,” 
said Beach. 

sicians – 313-972-9001.

Henry Ford
Visiting Physicians
By Mirza Adnan H. Beg, M.D.

For more information or to contact 
Henry Ford Visiting Physicians – 313-972-9001.

Call the doctor! 
Snap this icon to schedule an 
appointment with Dr. Cohen, 
Ford or Hackel. Get the free 
mobile app at http://gettag.mobi 

Dr. Beg

Government 
Supported

CELLULAR SERVICE

FREE Cellular Phone FREE Monthly Minutes

You are eligible to receive a FREE Cellular Phone with
FREE Monthly Minutes every month. 

Enroll Here from 2-4pm Only!

Goods And Things

RESALE SHOP

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

• Furniture • Books • Records
• Household Items • And lots more...

if you receive:
• Medicaid
• Food Stamps
• Supplemental Security
Income (SS)

• Federal Public Housing
Assistance (Section 8)

• The National School
Free Lunch Program

• Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families - TANF

• Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance 
Programs (LIHEAP)

Lawrence the Computer
Geek is Back!

Holy Cross Parish
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck

Saturday, November 6
2-6 p.m.

Sub Sandwich Sale - 7” Meat & Cheese Subs
$300 or 2/$500  

Pop & Snacks Available

Pre order at 586-731-6937

Santa Shoppe
Christmas Decorations, Gift Wrap, Bags, Small Gifts,

Home Made Chocolate, Stocking Stuffers
Start Your Christmas Shopping Here

— Free Admission —

4821 E. McNichols
Detroit, Michigan 48212

313-368-4600 fax 313-368-4700

sunshinetreatmentinstitute@comcast.net

Occupational 
Medicine

Lawrence the Computer
Geek is Back!
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By Charles Sercombe
For the first time in many

years, Hamtramck firefighters
were busy during the Hal-
loween holiday.
Fire Marshal Paul Wilk said

there were four arson sus-
pected fires over the weekend,
including a house fire on Sun-
day.
Normally, there are no fires

during Halloween and the days
leading up to it because of the
heavy presence of volunteer
patrols here and in Detroit.
Hamtramck wasn’t alone in re-
porting an increase in fires. Ac-
cording to media reports,
Detroit saw a 42 percent rise
in fires during the Halloween
weekend.
Still, the increase pales in

comparison to what occurred
in the 1980s when Detroit be-
came international news for
the hundreds of fires set dur-
ing the night before Halloween,
famously known as “Devil’s
Night.”
Through a major media cam-

paign, that night was renamed
“Angel’s Night,” and a massive
volunteer patrol cruised the
streets to prevent further
arson fires.

The plan worked like a
charm, and thus ended the
city’s dubious distinction of
being a tourist destination for
those looking to capture the
mayhem on video.
But perhaps more disturbing

than what happened this week-
end is an ongoing trend in Ham-
tramck of more arson-suspected
fires in recent weeks.
“October was bad,” Wilk

said.
So what is fueling this latest

trend?
Take your pick.
“The sign of the times,” Wilk

said, referring to the high num-
ber of empty houses due to
foreclosures.
The increase in fires could

be homeowners desperate to
collect insurance money. Or, it
could be arson bugs tempted
by the number of empty
houses that are easy to break
into. Or, maybe for those with-
out jobs or a future it was a
way to vent their frustration.
Ironically, the city recently re-

ceived a major grant to reno-
vate foreclosed homes and
sell them. Will it now be a race
against time?

By Ian Perrotta
Before she became the

Site Director for the Ham-
tramck Weed and Seed pro-
gram, Barbara Stachowski
was an environmental engi-

neer. And now, because of
that career change, she’s fea-
tured in the November issue
of Money Magazine.
Earlier this year, Sta-

chowski’s friend (and Ma-
comb County Commissioner)
Toni Moceri heard that Money
was looking for people in the
Detroit area who had rein-
vented themselves in the
wake of the recession. Mo-
ceri suggested to Stachowski
that her story would be a
good profile, and after debat-
ing whether or not to do it
Stachowski decided to sign
on with the piece.
“I’m a recovering capitalist,

so at first I was reluctant to

have anything to do with
Money Magazine,” she said.
“But I realized it would be
good for the city and I did it.”
Now that the issue has

come out, Stachowski says
she’s glad she partook in the
article. She says that she’s
happy with the way it turned
out and is satisfied with both
her and the city’s portrayal.
She said that the article was
not only able to accurately tell
the story of her transition, but
that it was also successful in
helping spread the word of
what Weed and Seed does.
Though the magazine is

just hitting newsstands now,
Stachowski says that it has
already had an impact – most
notably during the time of the
photo shoot. As part of the
article, Stachowski had her
picture taken by a crew of
photographers at the commu-
nity garden on Edwin St. As
the crew was taking pictures,
several residents came to
see what all the fuss was
about, allowing Stachowski a
chance to interact with them.
“The real success of the ar-

ticle was that it got people in-
terested in what we’re doing.
And I was really appreciative
that the Hamtramck folks
were able to interact with and
show hospitality to the New
York City crew,” she said.
“You could really feel their
sense of pride.”

Weed and Seed Director’s
career switch is on the
‘Money’

Halloween season takes
a turn back to the 80s

It was an impressive 
season for Hamtramck
sports

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)



Bar Hopping
Atlas Bar: One of the last

neighborhood bars, come
shoot pool. $1 domestic beer
specials until 7 p.m. and $1
Black Label & Schlitz until 8
p.m., 2363 Yemans.

Belmont Bar: Sundays –
Sunday Bloody (Mary) Sunday
and movie night w/ TaitNu-

cleus, $3 mix your own
Bloody Mary. No Cover. Mon-
days – Mademoiselle Monday
featuring martini & manicure
specials all night, w/ DJ Mike
Alonso. No Cover. Tuesdays –
Punk Fitness followed by DJ
Spinny; $1 PBR all night; No
Cover to drink; Wednesdays --
Rock and Roll Karaoke with

The Millionaire. Over 80,000
songs to choose from! No
cover; 10215 Jos. Campau
(313) 871-1966 Free WIFI.

Capo Lounge: No Cover
Charge. Tuesdays – Karaoke,
Thursdays are Thirsty Thurs-
days Ladies Night live DJ;
Dress to Impress. Fridays and
Saturdays – Live DJs. Sunday
is SEXY SUNDAY live DJ
11625 Jos. Campau (313)
365-CAPO (2276).

Carbon Lounge: 11474
Joseph Campau.

Celina’s Sports Bar: Lots of
TV’s, sports and hot women,
11667 Jos. Campau; (313)
365-4194.

Head Coach: A Hamtramck
tradition; 12001 Conant;
(313) 366-6317.

Hippo’s: Friendly service
and plenty of smiles; Beer
$2.25, Jagar Bombs
$3.00, Jello Shots always;
Open Wednesday - Saturday 3
p.m. till close; 11641 Co-
nant; (313) 893-5633.

Jeans: As they say, charac-
ters are always welcomed,
12002 Jos. Campau; (313)
892-9689.

Ice Nightclub: Michigan's
largest gay bar and the only
bar with a 4 a.m. dance per-
mit. Open Friday & Saturday,
10 p.m. 18+ welcome. Cover
$5 & $10. DJ Lt. Dre Fridays.
DJ Chico Saturdays, $2 well
drinks and domestic beer
until 11 p.m. 11425 Jos.
Campau, (313) 365-1446
www.icedetroit.net

Motor City Sports Bar:
Great burgers and beer – $1
domestic beers every Tues-
day, draft beer $1 every day,
$2 well mixed drinks every
day, best char-grilled burgers,
hands-down -- put us to the
test, karaoke every Thursday,
9122 Jos. Campau (313)
875-4710.

Painted Lady: Mondays –
$1 beer night w/ Todd.  Tues-
days – B-movie Night.
Wednesdays – Opium Den;
Thursdays – Honky
Tonk/Ladies Night, $2 wells;
2930 Jacob; (313) 874-2991

Paycheck’s Lounge: 2932
Caniff, (313) 874-0909 – Live
music every weekend, cheap
drinks, open all day.

Small’s: Sundays - Nurse
your weekend hangover with
Dave and Melody, $1 off
everything. Acoustic perform-
ances on select nights. Mon-
days - Karaoke with Squid and
Jared! Tuesday - Trivia Night!
Game starts at 9 p.m. with
tons of great prizes and
cheap drinks; 10339 Conant,
(313) 873-1117. Free WIFI.

7 Brothers Bar: Ham-
tramck’s hippest hangout for
actors, 11831 Jos. Campau;
(313) 365-6576.

Skipper’s Hamtown: Ham-
tramck’s newest neighbor-
hood “almost dive” bar.
Skipper’s offers a wide selec-
tion of bottled beer as well as
six non-alcoholic beverages.
Stop by for a good drink and
a great time!; 9735 Conant at
Evaline.

Suzy’s Bar: Chat with owner
Suzy – one of the best local
bar owners; 2942 Evaline;
(313) 872-9016; Free WIFI.

Turtle & Inky’s Place: Small
and cozy 2656 Carpenter;
(313) 365-9863.

Whiskey in the Jar: There’s
likely few Irish folks to be
found here, but there is plenty
of blarney. Seriously, though,
a great dive bar and the fel-
low drinkers are easy to chat
up, 2741 Yemans.
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Go Out on the Hamtown!

To Advertise 
Call 

(313) 874-2100

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters
Always 

Welcome!

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.15% OFF

Lunch & Dinner*

*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
No coupon needed. 
Expires 11/12/10.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
No coupon needed. Expires 11/12/10.

Open Sunday-Thursday 7am-11pm
Friday-Saturday 7am-Midnight+ tax 11641 Conant • Hamtramck

— 893-5633 —

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

(313) 872-0387

S - o - o - o - o - o
What are we going 

to do now?!
Let’s just party!!
PS - Dollar Beer Monday

Tag Team Monday 
Lulu vs. Virg

By Ian Perrotta
Last Thursday (Oct. 28) was

a successful night for the
Hamtramck Community Initia-
tive (HCI).
The non-profit, which is the

parent organization of the
city’s Weed and Seed pro-
gram, held a special
fundraiser at the Gates of
Columbus Hall to raise some
cash for expenses not cov-
ered under Weed and Seed’s
federal grant. The money will
go toward insurance premi-
ums, office supplies and
other things that keep the
program running and allow it
to have an impact on the com-
munity.
But just because the

fundraiser’s purpose was for

the mundane didn’t mean the
night had to be – included in
the $20 ticket was an evening
full of food, drinks and enter-
tainment.  There was a full
spread of food from local
businesses, an open bar and
music provided by the Weed
and Seed’s Police Liaison
Sergeant Wally Tripp (a.k.a.
Trippin’ Tunes). 
And the best part? 
A spot-on performance of

Frank Sinatra hits by imper-

sonator Gary Sacco. 
With a target of $800, when

the event was finished and
the cash was all counted the
final take was about $1,200.
While it may seem like a
small amount to keep a
somewhat big organization
running, in true Hamtramck
fashion it’s a little amount
that will go a long way. Weed
and Seed Site Director Bar-
bara Stachowski credits the
event’s success to the city’s
sense of community and says
that it shows that people can
still have an impact.
“The biggest success of the

event was that the community
responded, and in a short
time too,” said Stachowski.
“It shows us that as we

evolve we can be even more
successful and have a bigger
impact in the future.”
HCI and Weed and Seed

would like to thank the follow-
ing businesses for their gener-
ous support of the fundraiser:
Maine Street Restaurant,
Maria’s Comida, Little Cae-
sar’s, Post 10, Conant-Caniff
Party Store, Boulevard and
Trumble Towing, Garry Sacco,
Gates of Columbus and The
New Dodge Lounge.

Weed and Seed
fundraiser hits its mark

Good Drin
ks

Good Frie
nds

Good Tim
es

Starting Nov. 15th
Open 6pm-2am Mon-Sat

$1 BEER SPECIALS 
6pm-9pm Monday-Saturday

H DAILY FOOD SPECIALS H
Monday & Tuesday • 25¢ Hot Dogs • 50¢ Coneys
Wednesday • 25¢ Sloppy Joes
Thursday • 25¢ BBQ Wings
Friday • Fish Specials
Saturday • Chef’s Choice!
— The New Home of the Blues! —

B
E
S
T
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11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

VETERAN’S DAY!
Tuesday • November 11th

Toast to the Veterans at 11am at POST 10 - Public Welcome!

Drink Specials During Televised 
Lions & Wings Games!

Join us for a Nice • Clean • Safe FUN! 
• Atmosphere - Become a POST 10 Supporter

Come play new Club Keno in our clean clubroom

Karaoke Every Fri. & Sat. Nights
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Supporting PLAV Post 10 helps us assist veterans in need.

Open Mike Wednesdays
with The Dale Robinson

Blues Band
Fridays with Seventh Veil 

Saturday with 
Broken Arrow
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

We don’t mean to keep
beating the same drum over
and over.
But Hamtramck’s future is

at stake – at least the Ham-
tramck that we all know
today.
The city is facing insol-

vency, a fancy way of saying
going broke, with not enough
money to pay the bills or
meet employee payroll. City
Manager Bill Cooper said we
need to come up with an
extra $3 million in revenue.
That amount of money

could come from a combina-
tion of cuts and savings.
There are no significant new
revenue streams to tap into.
But there is one significant

savings the city could realize
to the tune of $1-$2 million a
year. We don’t mean to target
or harp on city employees,
but the fate of the city is
largely in their hands. If Ham-
tramck doesn’t come up with
a way to balance its budget
and have enough cash on
hand at any given time to pay
the bills, there is a very good
chance the state will step in
and appoint an emergency fi-
nancial manager to take over.
If that happens -- and it

could within a few months –
there is also a good chance
police and fire service would
be merged with Detroit, High-
land Park or the county.
Do city employees really

want that?
We doubt it, but we also

think some employees think
this is another instance of
crying wolf, of us over-drama-
tizing the city’s financial
health. In fact, some might
even think it’s all a ruse to
break contracts or force
major concessions.
Well, go ahead and stick

your head in the sand.
The sad truth is things are

changing rapidly in this region
and in this country. The coun-
try is in a deep recession.
Michigan is basically in a de-
pression. Manufacturing jobs
are gone and won’t be com-
ing back.
Local governments every-

where are going broke. Heck,
Pontiac just disbanded its po-
lice department and con-
tracted that service out to
the Oakland County Sheriffs.
The savings for Pontiac is
projected to be $2 million a
year.
How can Hamtramck’s em-

ployee unions save their
jobs?
It’s actually easy and not

really a major concession
compared to what other folks
have been forced to give up.
Here it is: Agree to a less

expensive insurance plan
and agree to higher co-pays.
You want your job? Then do

what millions of other work-
ers have had to do: agree to
concessions.
Right now our city employ-

ees have what’s considered
the “Cadillac” of health insur-
ance plans via Blue Cross. If
employees agreed to take a
step down, the city could
reap a huge savings – and
gain a real possibility of sur-
viving this economic crash.
City employees should also

consider the huge number of
private sector employees
forced to take cuts in their
health insurance plans and
an equally large number of
workers who have been to-
tally cut off from health insur-
ance.
It isn’t a pretty picture.
But it sure beats being un-

employed with zero health
coverage.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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With city’s finances getting worse,
city employees must step up

Letters • Letters 
Review’s endorsement and community 
‘out of step’ with voters in the state
I re-read your Oct. 29 edito-

rial "Hamtramck's best inter-
ests is with the Democratic
Party" with amusement in
light of Tuesday night's elec-
tion results.
It is an understatement to

say you and apparently the
majority of voters in Ham-
tramck are out of step with
the rest of Michigan. No, Rick
Snyder will not run into a brick
wall in Lansing.  The Republi-
can Party already has a major-
ity in the state senate and
because of the overwhelming
rejection of Jennifer
Granholm's policies and eight
years of Democratic rule, Re-
publicans now have a majority
in the House as well.
Your excuse for not support-

ing Young and Kelly for the
Supreme Court is that they
were too "right wing.”  Again
you missed the boat on that

race as well. Your editorial re-
flects a long-standing belief
that Hamtramck is out of
step, period.  
Where other cities are able

to produce balanced budgets,
political infighting, union give
aways, and a total lack of fis-
cal responsibility led to the
state takeover of our
city.  While the budget situa-
tion is still an ongoing prob-
lem, there are still public
servants who forget they work
for the people of this city.  
They are employees, not

the owners. 
And as for your paper tradi-

tionally reflecting the political
leanings of the community,
this shows you have no inter-
est in supporting the best
and the brightest, only who-
ever the Democratic Party de-
cides to tell you to
endorse.  Even the Detroit

Free Press, one of the most
liberal-leaning papers in the
state, endorsed Rick Snyder.
The Free Press picked Snyder
because they thought he
could do the job and Virg
Bernero could not.  
Yes, Rick Snyder will now be

governor for four years and
yes, the sun still comes up in
the morning and yes, western
civilization as we know it did
not cease to exist.
Mr. Sercombe please evalu-

ate candidates and issues in
the future with an open mind
and not just because of "com-
munity tradition.”

Ken Hissong
Hamtramck

(Editor’s note: Mr. Hissong
also pointed out that there is
a grammatical error in the
headline of the Oct. 29 edito-
rial.)

Sympathies … Our condo-
lences to the family of Bob
Hundzinski, the former owner
of Al’s Key Shop for many
years.
Bob was well-known in town

and was the only key and lock
specialist here for many
years.

Clearing the air … Not long
ago, the former Citizen news-
paper ran a contest asking
readers to come up with a
new slogan for the city. Well,
things apparently fell through
the cracks and the winner
was never properly an-
nounced.
Say no more. Christine

Komisarz has the patience of
a saint. She came up with the
slogan: “Hamtramck: The
world in two square miles.”

Here’s where things get
confusing, though. The city’s
DDA also had a contest and
some fella also came up with
that same slogan. Coinci-
dence? We don’t know, but
our apologies go out to Chris-
tine for overlooking her all
this time.
Christine, by the way, for all

of you Detroit rock aficiona-
dos, was once a backup
singer for legendary Nikki
Corvette. She’s tops in our
book.

Turn the clock … As if the
arrival of cold weather isn’t
bad enough, this Sunday
morning we will lose Daylight
Savings Time – meaning it will
be brighter early in the morn-
ing but darker sooner in the
afternoon.

It’s time once again to “fall
back” and turn our clocks
back Sunday morning at 2
a.m. to 1 a.m. And yes, that
means an extra hour for the
bar crowd.

Thanks … We don’t know
the name of the woman who
did this, but everyone here at
The Review owes her a huge
thanks. The woman put in 50
cents at our newspaper box
in front of City Hall and Bingo!
She hit the lottery of sorts as
several quarters came tum-
bling down.
Instead of pocketing the

money, she turned them into
the police station at City Hall.
Thanks again, and thanks to
the officers at the front desk
for giving us a heads-up. 



On Monday, Nov. 1, the City
Council held a public hearing
on a development project that
would grant tax credits and
then held a work session to
discuss the city’s financial
picture. Councilmembers
Shahab Ahmed and Kazi Miah
were absent.
Public hearings, by and

large, are quick affairs in
Hamtramck. Monday’s hear-
ing to permit a Brownfield
grant to a Jos. Campau rede-
velopment project was no ex-
ception. No one from the
public spoke on the matter.
But Jason Friedmann, Direc-

tor of the city’s Community &
Economic Development De-
partment, was invited to elab-
orate on the project. It’s a
project that The Review has
reported on in recent weeks
and involves a four-story
building on Jos. Campau and
Belmont.
Developer Mark Hausner

says he will invest about $1.7
million to totally renovate the
building, featuring a soul food
restaurant on the ground floor
and office and lofts in the
upper floors.
The Brownfield tax credit

part of the financial equation
allows property tax to remain
frozen at the current level for
the next 14 years. At the end
of 14 years, Hausner will be
reimbursed $180,000 to off-
set the cost of removing as-
bestos and lead from the
building.
In the meantime, Hausner

will also be able to take ad-
vantage of tax credits. At the
end of 14 years, when the tax
freeze ends, the city will re-
ceive $60,000 a year in
taxes, as opposed to the cur-
rent $9,000 a year being col-
lected.
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don said she “commends”
Hausner for the development,
but “hates” that the tax value
will be frozen for 14 years.
“I guess it’s kind of a

swap,” Gordon said about the
taxes being eventually in-
creased.
The council unanimously

approved the deal. Hausner
said it will be another month
or so for state officials to also
sign off on the project.
With that business taken

care of, the council took a
deep breath and prepared for
the bad news about to be re-
vealed by the city manager
and the city’s financial direc-
tor.
The council had previously

been given a spreadsheet of
projected revenues and ex-

penses for the next several
months.
Financial Director Nevrus

Nazarko said the city started
off the fiscal year, which
began on July 1, with a
$54,000 surplus – which he
said was largely due to a
flood of property taxes col-
lected. He stressed that in-
flux of money comes only
once a year.
The next several months,

he said, don’t look so rosy.
The major financial drain is

the city’s payroll, pension
costs and Blue Cross cover-
age, which totals about
$600,000 a month.
By the end of the city’s fis-

cal year, which is next June
30, the city will be about $2
million in the hole, said
Nazarko.
However, long before that

date, the city will actually run
out of cash, said City Man-
ager Bill Cooper. He said that
unless the city taps into its
“Budget Stabilization Fund,”
there will be no cash on hand
by January.
Cooper said it’s up to the

council to authorize raiding
that fund. Cooper said he will
ask the council’s permission
to take that action at the next
council meeting on Nov. 9 as
well as ask for the council’s
OK to submit a letter to state
officials outlining the city’s fi-
nancial picture.
One thing that could stave

off a financial meltdown, at
least for another year, is if De-
troit agrees to release the $3
million it is withholding from a
tax revenue sharing agree-
ment involving GM’s Poletown
plant.
Hamtramck recently filed a

lawsuit against Detroit to re-
lease the money. Detroit is
holding the money because it
insists that Hamtramck has
been overpaid for the past
several years.
Not only does Hamtramck

expect the $3 million, it also
expects another $2 million
from Detroit in 2011 from the
plant’s tax revenues. The Po-
letown plant straddles Ham-
tramck and Detroit. The plant
was built in the 1980s on the
site where the former Dodge
Main plant once stood.
Cooper credited former

Mayor Robert Kozaren for
crafting a “beautiful” agree-
ment with Detroit to share tax
revenue.
“I’d like to shake Kozaren’s

hand,” Cooper said. “It was a
hell of a deal.”
The conversation then

turned to where budget cuts

can be made. The short an-
swer: Beside the “big ticket”
items like the police and fire
departments, there is only
about $3 million that can be
touched.
Cuts to the police and fire

departments are hands off at
this point because of mini-
mum staffing requirements
that are protected by union
contracts. Out of the city’s
$18 million budget, about $8
million goes to public safety.
Cooper said he has tried

three times in recent months
to get the unions to agree to
wage cuts and allow the city
to find a less expensive
health insurance plan. Cur-
rently, the city is obligated to
provide a very expensive Blue
Cross plan to union employ-
ees.
Complicating matters,

Cooper added, is that the city
is getting close to underfund-
ing its pension fund. He said
the city is dancing close to
falling below 50 percent
funded. If that were to hap-
pen, he said, the state’s pen-
sion board would step in and
forcefully divert city revenue
to bring the pension funding
up to a minimum level.
Tension rose during the dis-

cussion, with Councilmember
Catrina Stackpoole snapping
at Councilmember Cathie Gor-
don at one point, saying
“Stop yelling in my ear.” Gor-
don had been saying out loud
several times that cuts were
necessary.
Cooper asked Gordon at

one point where she would
recommend making cuts.
Gordon:  “I don’t know.”
Also looming in the discus-

sion was the possibility of the
state stepping in and forcing
a merger of some kind, most
likely the police and fire de-
partments with another city or
the county.
Cooper said there is also a

possibility of payless paydays
for employees.
Councilmember Mo-

hammed Hassan suggested
cutting out the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Depart-
ment. Mayor Karen Majewski
warned against that, saying
there is several million dollars
worth of projects and grants
pending in development.
Stackpoole suggested hav-

ing sections of the city go
without streetlights every
once and awhile.
Cooper said the only big

savings will come from laying
off police officers and fire-
fighters.
Stackpoole said the city

should just go ahead and
drop Blue Cross and get a
cheaper health insurance
plan for union employees –
and let the unions file a griev-
ance.
“What are they going to do,

take City Hall?” she said.
Talk also turned to Detroit’s

financial woes. Councilmem-
ber Tom Jankowski said by
April there will be a major an-
nouncement about Detroit.
(Asked after the meeting what
he was eluding to, Jankowski
said the Bing administration
will announce the city is bank-
rupt and will be forced to go
into state receivership.)
Talk also turned to the deci-

sions made by Hamtramck’s
former state-appointed emer-

gency financial manager, Lou
Schimmel. The city is still pay-
ing off bonds Schimmel is-
sued to pay off city debts.
Cooper said that was “not

the way to go.”
With that, the meeting

came to an end. The council
agreed there will likely be a
need for further work ses-
sions as the financial situa-
tion worsens.
The public was invited to

comment. An unidentified res-
ident suggested the city turn
its police and fire depart-
ments into one public safety
department where police offi-
cers take on the dual role as
firefighters when needed.
The resident said other

communities have done this

to save money and found that
it works.
Former city official Bob

Zwolak said that talks need
to begin now with Detroit and
Highland Park officials about
merging services. 
“We have a common prob-

lem,” Zwolak said.
He also said not enough is

being done to retain major
businesses, such as Ameri-
can Axle. He said that Ameri-
can Axle should be offered
tax breaks in order to bring
back production. (Editor’s
note: the city previously
granted the company a 12-
year tax break but it still shut
down production and trans-
ferred that work to a plant in
Mexico.)
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City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

By Alan R. Madeleine
Who he is: 

Russell Robinson, 
new Principal of Holbrook Ele-
mentary School. 

Your Superintendent, Tom
Niczay, described you as a
“turn-around expert,” mean-
ing someone who can come in
and “turn around” a school or
program that has not been
running, or performing, up to
the standards the district has
desired. How do you feel
about such a label? And do
you feel it’s warranted?  
Robinson: I am honored by

the confidence the superin-
tendent has placed in me,
based on my work in previous
underperforming schools. I
must admit, however, that my
success in these leadership
positions came from a collab-
orative effort by many hard
working educators (teachers,
administrators and support
staff) who wanted to make a
difference in the lives of stu-
dents we served.
Over the years, I have been

fortunate to work with many
dedicated parents who have
sacrificed time, energy and re-
sources in support of their
children’s education.  The old
adage, “It takes a village to
raise a child” certainly speaks
true to the importance of the
many individuals who must
each play a critical role to en-
sure the success of a good
school. 
Finally, I don’t see the super-

intendent’s comments as a
label.  I believe they represent
an expectation that Holbrook
will become the best it can be.
With Holbrook’s rich 115-year
history in our community, all
current and prior stakeholders
deserve no less. 

What sort of a background
do you bring to the table?  Do
you mind giving our reader-
ship a mini-bio on who you
are, and where you’ve come
from that’s brought you here
to this place and time? 
Robinson: Currently in my

19th year of public education,
I have been privileged and
blessed to have worked as a
teacher and administrator at
the elementary, middle and
high school levels in both tra-
ditional and charter schools.
My work has afforded me the
opportunity to serve students
in diverse socio-economic set-
tings in rural, suburban and
urban school districts. 
My educational background

includes undergraduate work
at Eastern Michigan University
and graduate work at both
Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity and Wayne State Univer-
sity, where I am currently
enrolled in the Education Spe-
cialist Program.
Prior to joining the Ham-

tramck Public Schools, I
served as a building adminis-
trator at Oakland International
Academy. Although making a
decision to leave Oakland was
a difficult one, I am excited
about the opportunity to re-
main in our community, and to
continue to serve the resi-
dents of Hamtramck.

What are the primary goals
you’ve set for this program?
Has it become strictly all
about the MEAP scores now
(and the state income that
improving them might bring,
or save)?  Where does the
school stand, in terms of prior
MEAP scores, and where
would you like to see it?
Robinson: Since joining the

Holbrook family at the end of
August, I have worked dili-

gently to assess the overall
educational program of the
school. The MEAP scores con-
tinue to provide the measuring
stick against which all schools
are compared.  
I am committed to leading a

building which provides the
very best education for its stu-
dents and one which prepares
them for future success in life.
Using state and national stan-
dards as our guide, our staff
will utilize current technology
and the latest research-based
teaching methods and peda-
gogy to ensure that all chil-
dren succeed.  The vision
which has been articulated to
students, parents and staff re-
quires a commitment of all
stakeholders to create and
maintain an atmosphere
where safety and learning are
the most important priorities.
Although Holbrook did

achieve Adequate Yearly
Progress for the previous
school year, an accomplish-
ment our staff and students
are certainly proud of,  the
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation released it’s most re-
cent Top to Bottom rankings of
all schools in August.  
Holbrook’s placement on

the list is of great concern,
and has become a primary
focus of future improvement
efforts.  Holbrook students
have just completed this
year’s MEAP testing, which as-
sesses learning and mastery
for the previous school year.
The results -- which are usually
released to schools early next
year -- will help staff continue
to focus on improvement ef-
forts to target weaknesses in
our educational program.

Over and above the om-
nipresent MEAP business,
what other goals do you have

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...

Continued on page 10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE ADOPTION OF AN OBSOLETE PROPERTY REHABILITATION ACT (OPRA) TAX
ABATEMENT PROJECT LOCATED AT 10201 JOSEPH CAMPAU, HAMTRAMCK, WAYNE
COUNTY, MICHIGAN PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 146
OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED

Notice is hereby given that City Council will hold a Public Hearing on:
Tuesday, November 23, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

in the City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI 48212

The purpose of the hearing is to adopt Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act (OPRA)
tax abatement for property located at 10201 Joseph Campau, Hamtramck, MI
48212, and to receive any public comment on the proposed OPRA tax abatement. 

The public is invited to attend and comment on the proposal during the Public Hear-
ing or to make written comments on or before November 23, 2010.  Written com-
ments should be made to the attention of the Community & Economic Development
Director, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212.

A description of the property along with any maps and a description of the Obsolete
Property Rehabilitation plan are available for public inspection at the Department
of Community and Economic Development, Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline,
Hamtramck, Michigan, 48212.



Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

For Sale:

2600 Norwalk, $42,000 
(Bank Owned, Short Sale)

4 bedroom single-family, art studio, 
1,200 sq. ft. master loft. 
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family homes:
3150 Belmont - $42,500 NEW PRICE!
5057 Carpenter - $39,900 three units
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $99,900
3451 Comstock - $37,500 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geiner - $49,900
3036 Holbrook - $12,900 NEW!
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
12043 Moran - $35,000 NEW PRICE!
11358 Nagel - $40,000 NEW PRICE!
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!

2265 Poland - $29,900 - Land contract avail-
able $12,000 down. NEW!
1939  Trowbridge - $79,900

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
*5546 Casmere - $14,900 - NEW!
12630 Charest - $29,900
3928 Commor - $39,900 NEW PRICE!
*5128 Evaline - $25,000 NEW!
12108 Gallagher - $49,900 - PENDING!
12080 Lumpkin - $34,900

Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Mechanic
Shop

Eastpointe:
24862 Rosalind $21,900 SOLD!

Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - 
$142,000 NEW PRICE! 

Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 NEW!

Royal Oak:
5029 Thorncroft - $159,800 NEW PRICE!

Shelby Township:
49135 Conway Ct. - $74,900 Condo

Warren:
4340 Frazho - $39,800 - Bank Owned
SOLD!
12885 E. 12 Mile Rd. - $47,500. Bank
owned NEW!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

Call for more information on how you can sell
your home using the Short Sale process.

Short Sale/REO Certified Specialist on staff!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11915 Fleming, Hamtramck - 2 story single
family, 4 BR, large yard w/garage. $26,900-
Price Reduced!

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st
floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR condo,
w/appliances & furniture. $19,000 Cash
Only - New Price!

2353 Danforth, Hamtramck - 4 Bedroom 2-
Family, w/ 2-Car Garage, $15,000

2060 Norwalk, Hamtramck - “Portage
Garage”- 3 bay auto repair facility, including
the 2 family home at 2054 Norwalk.
$65,000 - New Price!

7516 Jackson Ave., Warren - 3 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, 2 car garage w/ driveway $19,900
“Short-Sale”

3374 Comstock - Hamtramck - 2 family
home w/ 4 bedrooms, basement, garage.
Needs minor repairs. $25,000

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR, Basement,
Needs Work $19,900 New Price!

2224 Belmont- Hamtramck - Single family
home w/ 2 bedrooms, living room, dining
room, ¼ basement, garage $29,900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - Attention In-
vestors! 2 well-maintained single-family
homes on one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $35,000

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield Twp.
“Bank Owned” Detached Condo 3 Bed-
rooms, 1½ baths, 2 car garage, $109,900 -
New Price! 

2348 Zinow – Hamtramck - 4 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, completely remodeled. $39,900

7240 Dale- Centerline - Full brick ranch w/
3 bedrooms. first floor laundry, side driveway,
2 ½ car garage. $59,900 - New Price!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Completely ren-
ovated with custom designer touches
throughout. 3 BR, built-in appliances, base-
ment, garage. Must see to appreciate.
$79,900 - New Price!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bedroom, 2-fam-
ily home in need of repair. Full basement,
garage, $24,900 - New Price!

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

Friday, November 5, 2010 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 7

New Construction:
11489 Dyar - $129,900 - NEW PRICE!Already built.
Also “To Be Built” homes, pick your style, carpet &
paint colors & upgrades. Hurry! Four different style op-
tions avail. Three, Four, and five bedroom homes avail.
$24,000 Grant for down payment. *Attention Garret vs.
City of Hamtramck Lawsuit Plaintiffs - Ask about ad-
ditional $35K toward down payment (if eligible). Also,
“NEZ Zon-
ing” - huge
discount on
p rope r ty
taxes, ask
for more
informa-
tion.

NOVEMBER 7, 2010, AT 11:00 A.M. ST. ALBERTUS 
HISTORIC CHURCH WILL HAVE A MASS AND PRAYER AT THE
KATYN MEMORIAL. HARVEST TURKEY DINNER WILL BE AFTER
MASS AND PRAYERS IN THE RECTORY AT A DONATION OF
$10.00 EACH.BUSINESS MEETING NOV. 16 AT THE RECTORY. 

CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 

OR JEAN 
(313) 664-0257

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

HUNDZINSKI
Alexander

“ B o b ”
Hundzinski,
82, died Oc-
tober 31,
2010.
Husband

of Constance. Guardian of
Kathy (Joe) Shaw. brother of
Shirley Kelley and the late
Roger and Ronald. 
Also survived by many

nieces and nephews. Owner
of Al's Key Shop in Ham-
tramck.
Funeral arrangements were

handled by Wasik Funeral
Home.  Burial Great Lakes
National Cemetery.  Expres-
sions of sympathy may be
shared with the family at
www.wasikfuneralhome.com .

JURKIEWICZ
Daniel Stanley Jurkiewicz,

51, died November 2, 2010.
Mr. Jurkiewicz was a Ham-

tramck resident and a mem-
ber of Our Lady Queen of
Apostles Ushers Club.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Raymond.
Mr. Jurkiewicz is survived by

his mother, Jane, sister,
Leslie (Steve) Ewald; broth-
ers, Raymond and Michael;
aunt, Verna Wojtowicz; uncle,
Raymond (Marie) Wojtowicz;
and many cousins.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home, and funeral serv-
ices will be held on November
6 at Our Lady Queen of Apos-
tles Church. He will be instate
at the church at 9:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by a Mass at 10 a.m.
Visitation will be November 5,
3-9 p.m., at the funeral home,
located at 2396 Caniff.
Cremation will be at Mead-

owcrest Cemetery.

SINICKI
Edward J. Sinicki, 89, died

October 30, 2010.
Mr. Sinicki was a Ham-

tramck resident and retired
from Gorham Tool Co.
He is survived by his wife,

Eleanore; daughters, Mar-
lene, Barbara and Karol (Ju-

lian Sinai) Sinicki.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home,
and funeral services were
held on November 3, 2010.
Burial was at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery.

WOFFARD
Charles “Chuck” Edward

Woffard, 73, died October 15,
2010.
Mr. Woffard served in the

U.S. military and was a re-
tired electrician.
He was preceded in death

by longtime companion, Char-
lene Antone (August 20,
2010.)
Mr. Woffard is survived by

his son, Steve; granddaugh-
ter, Amanda and countless
family members and friends.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home, and funeral serv-
ices were held on October 20
followed by a luncheon at the
Hamtramck Moose Lodge,
where Mr. Woffard was a long-
standing member.

By Charles Sercombe
Signed, sealed and deliv-

ered.
That’s the latest develop-

ment for the city’s newly ac-
quired Historical Museum. At
the most recent City Council
meeting, the council agreed to
lease the former PLAV Post 1
hall on Holbrook to the Friends
of the Hamtramck Historical
Society.
It’s a three year lease that

charges the group $1 per year.
The group can opt to purchase
the two-story building at any
time.
The purchase will likely hap-

pen sooner rather than later,
said Greg Kowalski, the Chair-
man of the Hamtramck Histor-
ical Commission. 
The reasoning behind leas-

ing at first is the outside
chance that there may be cer-
tain grants that only the city
could qualify for and use to
renovate the building.
However, Kowalski said that

such grants don’t appear to
exist and there is a concern

that because the city may fall
into state receivership, it’s
best to take the building off
the city’s hands. Otherwise,
Kowalski said, a state-ap-
pointed financial manager may
decide to sell the building.
The building’s purchase

price was $92,000, a state
grant worth $75,000 helped
pay for the bulk of the cost.
Plans now call for remodeling

the building. But before major
work can be done, fundraisers
will have to be held. Kowalski
said the first fundraiser will be
coming up sometime in the next
several weeks, with quite possi-
bly a major politico being the
guest of honor.
Kowalski couldn’t divulge

who that person is until sched-
ules are nailed down.
That fundraiser will be held

in the hall.
The museum will be what

Kowalski describes as a “living
institution where programs like
slide shows, lectures, book
signing and even dance
recitals and craft classes will
be held.”
Also, the building’s hall will

be available for rent.
As for Hamtramck artifacts,

Kowalski has been collecting
historical items for years and
has been storing them in City
Hall, local garages and even
his own house.
Those items will now have a

place to call home.

City museum goes
through final paperwork 

Coming Events
NOVEMEBER 10, 11 a.m. -- Daughters of Isabella Mystical
Rose Circle 736 will meet at Q of A Fr. Blaszcyk Center,
entrance on Harold St.
NOVEMBER 13, Saturday, 4 p.m. -- Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle 736 will hold a Memorial Mass at St.
Florian Church, entrance on Poland St. has an elevator.
Lunch to follow Mass.
NOVEMBER 14, Sunday – Transfiguration Parish (5830
Simon K in Detroit) is hosting its “Annual Turkey Dinner.”
Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children 11 and
under. The meal includes raffles, door prizes, game booths
and bake sale. For more information, call the Parish rec-
tory at (313) 892-1310, or Dolores at (586) 939-0631.
NOVEMBER 17, Wednesday, noon – Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle 736 will hold an “Autumn
Card/Bunco Social Lunch,” featuring a raffle, share the
wealth, door and table prizes. Admission is $7, at the Q
of A Fr. Blaszcyk Center, entrance on Harold St., fenced
parking.
SECOND MONDAY of each month, through Dec. 13, 12:30-
2:30 p.m. – A Wayne County program, food program for
low-income families, at People’s Community Services,
8625 Jos. Campau. To qualify you must be a Hamtramck
resident and had picture ID and proof of income. Volun-
teers are needed to unload supplies, etc. To volunteer,
show up at 10:30 a.m.



It’s not often we get a chance
to talk about the people and
things we encounter in a more
relaxed format, so to speak. In
our new column, “Talk back …”
our writers will have space to
discuss what’s on their mind.

By Charles Sercombe
This past election got me to

thinking of the very first elec-
tion I covered for the former
Citizen newspaper and my first
introduction to one of the city’s
most canny and crafty (and I
mean that in a good way) politi-
cians.
I’m talking about Chester

Wozniak. Chet’s no longer with
us, having died just last year at
the age of 87. I hope his sons,
Bob and Paul don’t mind me
talking about their dad. Up
front, I having nothing but re-
spect for Chet and I credit him
for giving me a real-life school-
ing of politics, campaigning
and the art of analyzing voting
data.
Chet took me around to all

the campaign headquarters in
town and just outside the Ham-
tramck boundary. What a hoot
and what a bunch of charac-
ters I ran into.
I’m not nearly the wizard

Chet was in dissecting voting
trends, precinct by precinct
breakdowns and whatever else
he used to chart his way
through the battlegrounds of
elections. Back then, Ham-
tramck had 36 precincts.
Today we have seven.
Chet would look at those

numbers and was able to di-
vine all sorts of abstract infor-
mation. He could almost tell
who voted for whom and could
predict which candidates
would do well in each precinct.
I wish I could still pick up the

phone and ask Chet what
gives.
He made my job far easier.
But more than that, he made

me realize you can never com-
mit yourself emotionally to any
campaign. I don’t mean you

can’t be personally passionate
about a candidate or a cause.
For me, that would have been
Robert Kennedy when I was kid
as well as George McGovern.
Don’t bother getting too

close to any candidate Chet
would say because it’s more
than likely you will eventually
be on the losing side.
Chet was a lot smarter than

me when it came to politics
(and probably a lot of other
things). He knew it’s all about
numbers, who is running, their
support, their opposition and
who is likely to vote.
For some candidates, win-

ning an election is a cruise be-
cause of their name. For
others, it’s about angling your
way in by a matter of who’s
going to neutralize the other
guy.
Chet enjoyed a long history

of holding political office. He
was a state representative, a
county commissioner, and a
state representative once
again for one term in 1991-92.
That was an important vic-

tory for Chet in more than one
way, but more on that in a mo-
ment.
Besides holding office, Chet

was also an insurance agent,
real estate agent and an in-
vestor. Chet was a busy guy
with a lot of irons in the fire,
and his business savvy paid
off. Chet also had a good
sense of humor. During his
tenure in the state legislature
during the 1950s, he was part
of what was informally labeled
“The Polish Mafia” – so called
because there were a number
of Polish-Americans in office at
that time who tended to stick
together.
Chet’s surprise comeback

win to the state legislature in

1991 was pure Chet political
acumen. That election was
sort of up in the air and a num-
ber of so-so candidates vying
for this district’s seat had the
potential of cancelling each
other out and allow an outside
chance for a Hamtramck can-
didate to come up from behind
and win.

Chet saw that and seized
upon the moment.  By then he
was in his 70s and largely long
forgotten outside of Ham-
tramck.  Hamtramck’s state
Rep. district included larger
portions outside the city --
Highland Park and part of De-
troit.
Chet, a white Polish guy, was

running for an office long dom-
inated by African-American can-
didates.
I rolled my eyes after hearing

Chet say he had a chance.
But this was Chet and in his

study of the voter/candidate
breakdown, he insisted he
could pull an out-of-nowhere
victory.  
Dang if the old guy wasn’t

right. Chet --the assumed dark
horse -- strutted into victory.
Even he knew it was a one

term only thing once a stronger
candidate emerged for the
next election in two years.
He predicted his own loss in

his re-election bid and took it
in stride. No big deal.
But sly old Chet had some-

thing up his sleeve. You see,
he needed those last two
years to qualify for a state pen-
sion. Go ahead and be out-
raged. But remember, Chet
won fair and square.

As much as I liked Chet, he
did have a bad habit of choos-
ing the wrong words. In his
farewell speech to his col-
leagues in the state legisla-
ture, he thanked them for
“making me rich.”
Oh, the press had a field day

with that comment.
When I asked him to explain

that comment, which he made
on the floor of the legislature
and which was not broadcast,
Chet insisted that the press
didn’t include the rest of what
he said.
“Thank you for making me

rich … with friends.”
Those dot, dot, dots repre-

sent a dramatic pause.
I miss people like Chet.

Maybe he was a bit of a
scoundrel but at least he was
an honest one. 
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Gardener’s Corner …
By Kathleen Wojcinski

‘Twas the week after Hal-
loween.
Pumpkins were carved by

children with care, while
wrappers from candies
danced in the air. Fake cob-
webs and ghoulies are put in

the attic. Nothing is left but
dry leaves and static.
Costumes are put away for

next year. But wait just a
minute! What’s this I hear?
The coaches whistle on Pu-

laski Field. Keyworth Sta-
dium’s football zeal! Lions

on TV, Tigers in the den, good
golly, it’s Thanksgiving again!
Bring in the garden hose.
Mulch up the leaves.
Compost the pumpkins,

and toast the tasty seeds.
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(Editor-at-Large Walter
Wasacz writes a weekly col-
umn on life in Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
October was an awesome

month for art in Hamtramck -
- and the residential area on
the north side of Carpenter
we used to call NoHam. 
A better name for it now is

the Power House neighbor-
hood, named for the art & de-
sign project founded by Gina
Reichert and MItch Cope. The
couple once ran Design 99
on Jos. Campau and then on
Caniff, before it found a vir-
tual home on the web. They
are also the people behind
the famed "$100 House" and
the Tree of Heaven Workshop
that converts weed trees into
sculpture and furniture. 
All cool, inspirational work

with global cachet.
Recently, a San Francisco-

based art magazine called
Juxtapoz bought four vacant
homes in the area, on Moran
just south of Davison, with
plans to rehab them all.
The houses have become

urban installations for six
artists: Swoon, Ben Wolf,
Monica Canilao, RETNA,
Saelee Oh and Richard Col-
man. Do yourselves right, 

Street Life readers, and go
check out the houses. More
wild and free inspiration
clearly at work.
About a half-mile west on

Carpenter, Popps Packing
held a closing party for artist
Andy Krieger. The party in-
cluded a reunion of the origi-
nal members of Outrageous
Cherry, a psych-pop-garage
band led by Hamtramck's
Matthew Smith and featuring
drummer Deb Agoli, Krieger's
wife. It was packed with peo-
ple. 
Finally, a free jazz/modern

classical opera accompanied
by an improv dance perform-
ance got our attention, and
held it, at Public Pool on Hal-
loween weekend. Also part of
the eclectic program: Ham-
tramck-based writer and
Kresge Grant award-winner
Steve Hughes reading from
the newly-printed edition of
his Stupor zine.
We'll keep seeking out the

best stuff out there, really out
there, in the city. In the mean-
time, enjoy some pictures
from all three events.  

Talk back …

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

Street Life
Hamtramck art scene gets
more national exposure

Chester Wozniak poses for a picture on his first day back in office
as Hamtramck’s state Representative in 1991. It had been over
40 years since Chet was last in that office. With him is his wife,
Rose, and granddaughter, Amber Rose.



Hamtramck, 2-3 Br., nice
area, newly remodeled, appli-
ances, Section 8 OK, adults
only preferred, no pets, 313-
516-9806.  11/12

Hamtramck, 3 Br. lower,
washer-dryer, appliances, no
pets, adults only preferred,
separate utility meters,
$400/month + deposit, 586-
354-5343.  11/12

Hamtramck flat, 2 Br. upper,
carpeted, appliances, large
kitchen, full basement,
washer-dryer, nice attic, new
furnace, double doors + win-
dows, super clean, nice area,
11366 Gallagher, $480/
month + $480 security. 586-
604-0029. 11/12

Hamtramck, remodeled, 2 Br.
flat, $525/month + security
deposit, references required,
313-801-4001. 11/12

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, imme-
diate occupancy, 248-229-
4295, 248-229-4297. 11/26

Comstock St., 2 Br. upper, liv-
ing, dining, bathroom, stove-
fridge, 313-550-9205. 11/12

Upper, 2 Br., large backyard,
appliances and water in-
cluded, $550/month + 1
month security, 313-301-
0594. 11/26

2389 Zinow, Hamtramck,
upper, nice, for one person,
$300/month + security, 313-
701-6803. 11/5

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower flat,
$575 deposit, $575/month,
water-heat included, adults
preferred, no pets, 313-874-
1442, after 6 p.m. leave mes-
sage. 11/12

Hamtramck 1 Br. includes all
utilities, no pets, 313-632-
5566. 11/19

Flat, 2 Br. lower, stove-fridge,
½ basement, between Co-
nant and Gallagher, no pets,
586-604-0553, 586-604-
2435. 11/26

Hamtramck, upper + lower
2Br. in each, appliances in-
cluded, Section 8 OK, no
pets, 313-712-8347. 11/5

Studio 2 Br. and 3 Br. apart-
ment, excellent condition,
central air, washer-dryer, dish-
washer included, 313-420-
7451. 11/5

Hamtramck, corner of Evaline-
Jos. Campau, a really nice fur-
nished 1 Br. apartment, with
all the bells and whistles, in
the heart of town in a well-
maintained, quiet, clean build-
ing. Rent $695/month,
includes all utilities, sorry no
pets, 313-872-5516. 11/12

Hamtramck, 2 Br. front room,
dining room, kitchen and
bath, upper flat with appli-
ances plus laundry facility on
Trowbridge St. near Jos. Cam-
pau, $500/ month + deposit,
utilites separate, no pets,
Section 8 OK, 810-210-4994.
11/12

3056-58 Jacob st., 2 Br.
lower, dryer-washer, stove,
fridge, 586-497-8810.  11/5

Hamtramck, 2 Br., nice +
clean flat, upper or lower, Sec-
tion 8 OK, $450/month + se-
curity, 313-712-6021. 11/19

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 11/5

2643 Caniff, newly remod-
eled building, shared
kitchen/bath, with appli-
ances, $350/mont, 313-332-
4954. 11/12

Hamtramck, 2643 Casmere,
3 Br., living room, dining
room, kitchen, close to
schools, 313-365-9737. 11/5

Hamtramck 3 Br. beautiful
single family house, nice and
clean, living room, dining,
rook, 2 full bath, kitchen, 3-
car garage, located near
American Axle, I-75 + I-94 and
close to shopping, immediate
occupancy, Section 8 OK,
$700/month, call Gotham
586-604-6094. 11/19

3 + 5 Br. single-family house
with option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 11/5

Single-family house, 3 Br.
5666 Caniff, $500/month,
no pets, 313-717-8049, 313-
647-4062. 11/5

Hamtramck, investor special,
$10,000 cash or $15,000
land contract with $1,000
down and $400/month pay-
ments (includes taxes + in-
surance). Large 2-family flat
or possible 5 Br. single-family
house. Needs work. Contact
HomeVantage at 248-701-
3898. 11/19

Nice brick 2 Br. single-family
house, located at 6828 Iowa
St. (Sherwood/Nevada area),
full basement, new carpet,
updated kitchen cabinets +
tile, garage, $19,500 (nego-
tiable). For showing, call 313-
304-0287. 11/19

Hamtramck 2-family, nice area,
near everything: schools, shop-
ping, banks, etc., $12,000,
needs updating and some
work, no basement, no garage,
313-875-9068. 11/26

Hamtramck, 2  separate 2-fam-
ily houses (next to each other),
2 Br. up and down, living,
kitchen, bath in each flat, full
basement and quarter base-
ment, land contract available
(no interest charged), 313-220-
7307. 11/26

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, Nov.
6, 12-4 p.m. Beautiful, fully
remodeled, 2 Br. home with
deck, 11676 Lumpkin, Acacia
Investment Group, 248-688-
0708. 11/26

2 Br. house, completely reno-
vated, $470/month, $2500
down gets you this beautiful
home, Acacia Investment
Group, 248-688-0708. 11/26
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Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

* Senior Rates available*

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

PLUMBING

10yd, 20yd. 30yd, 40yd, open tops
10, 20, rubberwheel trailers
H Best rates in Michigan H

Volume discounts are applicable 
if you order more than 2-cans per week

Visit us at www.blueskydisposal.com or call 586-612-9003

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $500

Appliances included 
Section 8 welcome

Nov. Special: 2 Weeks FREE Rent!

Call  586-354-5380
info@leoneservices.com

ATTORNEY

WAYNE COUNTY LAW OFFICES 10211 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

Wayne County Call 313-438-1756
Macomb County Call 586-781-0700
frontczak@comcast.net • Interpreters Available

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist, 1 huge 

bedroom, includes appliances,
oak flooring in bedroom, $550/mo.,

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

Frank M. Frontczak P 29184

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
Offering 32 years experience in:

• Personal Injury • Criminal • Probate • Traffic 
• Juvenile • Divorce • Real Estate    

Interviews available at home, hospital, clinic or at two office locations

HELP WANTED

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspaper
shall not be liable for failure to publish
an ad, for a typographic error or errors
in publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.

HOUSE FOR 

RENT/SALE

Cleaning Company has a 
few openings for residential
cleaning. Experienced; honest

and reliable. Valid work 
authorization required.

Call (313) 884-0721
11/19/10

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Deadline for
classifieds
for next week is

Thursday at Noon
$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100

Classifieds
HOUSE 

FOR RENT

• Residential
• Commercial

Call N&D Masonry for all your
home improvement needs.
We specialize in brick, block & stone, cement, 

epoxy floors, chimney & porch repair.

Call Joe at

MASONRY

ROOM 

FOR RENT

CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING

Metro news …

YARD SALE

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. If you
were to rely solely on the
local mainstream media,
you’d think Detroit is no
more than a crime-in-
fested wasteland. Well,
we’re here to say that
isn’t so. Our friends over

at modeldmedia.com and
metromode.com have
been reporting on fasci-
nating development proj-
ects for the past few
years.
With their permission,

here is a round-up of their
reports from the past
week:

Fueled by Kickstarter
funds and nearly 3,000
salvaged bricks, artist
Jerome Ferretti has con-
structed a Monumental
Kitty sculpture in North
Corktown. Located at the
north end of the pedes-
trian overpass that
stretches over I-75 at
Cochrane Street, the cat's
head measures nine feet

in diameter and stretches
more than seven feet tall
to the tips of its ears. A
twisting tail and paw are
yet to be built.
The dome that forms the

cat's head is supported by
gravel and an underlying
layer of brick. All bricks
and the limestone ears
were reclaimed, some by
Ferretti himself and some

from the Imagination Sta-
tion. 
Inspiration for the design

came from architect Antoni
Gaudi, Corktown's abun-
dance of cats and the De-
troit Lions and Tigers.
Ferretti also references
the mythical part-cat, part-
human Sphinx that ate
anyone that could not an-
swer its riddles. "That's

my relationship to Cork-
town," he jokes.
Monumental Kitty was

partially funded by Love-
land.
Ferretti has a show up at

the Cass Cafe until Nov.
24. Cats, meat and his
North Corktown commu-
nity are themes that can
be found in his new work.

HOUSE FOR 

SALE

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR 

RENT/SALE

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

HOUSE FOR 

SALE BY OWNER

Estate items, 11333 Flem-
ing, Friday (Nov. 5)-Saturday
(Nov. 6), 10-5p.m.  11/5

Rentals in Hamtramck
3237 Holbrook, upper, 1 Br., living, kitchen, 

remodeled, hardwood floor, vacant, $395/month
9718 Dequindre, upper, 3 Br., living kitchen, 

vacant, $585/month
11709 Grand Haven, 2 Br. upper, remodeled, 

vacant, $525/month

Call Sam, 586-216-0602
11/5



for the school?  Anything be-
yond basic academics – or
does that have to be enough
for now?
Robinson: Academics will

always be the primary focus
of our school, however contin-
uing to improve the total
school program requires so
much more.  Over the past
several months, our district
has received more than $1
million in technology up-
grades funded by federal Title
I monies.  
At Holbrook, this equates to

a new computer lab, interac-
tive white boards for each
classroom, and mini-laptop
computers for all 5th and 6th
graders.  We will be working
with, and training, our staff
and students to fully imple-
ment this technology, to im-
prove the way and manner in
which teaching and learning
occur.
Another key priority centers

on better meeting the needs
of our students and their fam-
ilies.  With the large percent-
age of Holbrook students
coming from the Middle East,
we must continue to provide
support for these parents, to
encourage them to become
an active part of their chil-
dren’s education.  
As part of this process, we

have begun to translate the
majority of material which is
sent home from the school.
Translation is also being pro-
vided at parent meetings, and
we hope to continue to in-
crease the amount of pro-
gramming available to
parents and their students.  A
parent room, complete with

meeting space and computer
systems, is now available for
parent use.  Parent involve-
ment will continue to be a pri-
mary goal of our school
community
The Holbrook staff will also

continue its journey to fully
implement the Restorative
Practices approach to school
discipline.  The research-
based initiative, begun at the
district level last year, is pay-
ing huge dividends this year,
and has resulted in improved
student behavior, more suc-
cessful peer relationships
and reduced disciplinary re-
ferrals and suspensions.
Finally, an emphasis will be

placed on continuing to im-
prove the quality of instruc-
tion in each classroom, by
focusing on research-based
pedagogy.  Additional meth-
ods of assessing student per-
formance will be
implemented, in order to pro-
vide accountability for the in-
dividual success of all
students.  

Have you met many of the
students’ parents yet? How
involved do you find them to
be, and do you feel that it’s
enough? What can parents
be expected to do who are
busy themselves, and then
come home to be confronted
with their sixth grader’s
math, science or English
homework that perhaps they
can’t even do themselves? Is
there school support for this
type of situation?
Robinson: I have had the

privilege of meeting many Hol-
brook parents at our Meet the

Principal Night,
Open House
and Parent
Teacher Confer-
ences.  Parent
involvement in
any school is a
high priority, and
many of today’s
working parents
find themselves
with many re-
sponsibil it ies
which make it
difficult to be as
involved as they would like.  
As previously mentioned, a

sincere effort will be made to
encourage parents to become
active participants in their
child’s education in any way
they can.  Whether attending
a meeting once a month, or
volunteering every day, each
parent will be encouraged to
become involved. We also
hope to increase the amount
of bi-lingual staff in our
school, in order to better com-
municate with our parents,
and help them feel more com-
fortable in the school.  A long
term goal will center on pro-
grams to help parents im-
prove their literacy, which in
turn gives confidence for help-
ing children learn to read and
write at home. 
Another goal for the imme-

diate future centers on the ex-
pansion of the Hamtramck
Odyssey Project for Excel-
lence (HOPE) program.  Cur-
rently licensing and grant
restrictions limit the number
of students who can partici-
pate in this fantastic after
school programming.  We are
hopeful our licensing and
funding --through state ap-
proval and grants -- will be ex-
panded to eliminate the need
for a waiting list for this valu-
able program, which provides
both tutoring and after-school
activities for students.  
Additional sources are also

being sought to fund an after
school program, to focus on
low-achieving students who
need extra support outside of
the traditional school day.  In
addition, the successful sum-
mer school program will con-
tinue to provide support for
our students during the sum-

mer months.
We all know that Ham-

tramck is a multi-cultural city,
perhaps one of the most
such in the country.  That cer-
tainly must create a unique
set of challenges. Can you
elaborate on some of the as-
pects of our “multiculti”
school district, and how you
hope to address them?
Robinson: Hamtramck is a

microcosm of the world
around us, and thus provides
powerful opportunities for ed-
ucators to prepare students
for success in the real world.
I have long believed that
many of the problems in the
world center on the lack of in-
dividuals, groups or organiza-
tions abilities or
willingnesses to communi-
cate effectively.  
Having a city filled with so

many cultures provides im-
measurable opportunities for
communicating with one an-
other, learning about each
others’ similarities and differ-
ences, and respecting our
right to be different-but-the-
same, all at the same time.
Of course, this diversity

also presents challenges for
school districts charged with
educating each child.  At Hol-
brook, we are fortunate that
the majority of our students
fall into several main demo-
graphic categories, which
make it easier to address
specific needs -- as outlined
in earlier portions of our inter-
view.

Are you satisfied with the
budget you have been given
to work with? I would imagine
the budget has been trending
downward during this rough

economy, but how bad is it,
really? Have you had to make
concessions, and if so, how
deep are they? Do you see
any relief in sight?
Robinson: Anyone who fol-

lows public education in
Michigan knows that the past
few years have been devas-
tating for school districts
across our state.  The finan-
cial crisis has affected the
Hamtramck Public Schools as
well, due both to a reduction
in per-pupil aid, and declining
enrollment. This, along with
increased health care costs,
has necessitated the closing
of classes across the district,
as well as an increase in
some class sizes. 
Fortunately, many of our

programs and support staff
are supported by federal Title
I monies, which provide sup-
port for both supplementary
materials aimed at improving
student achievement, and the
overall academic program.

Currently a district re-structur-
ing committee is meeting on
a weekly basis, to discuss the
future make-up of the Ham-
tramck Public Schools.  We
will continue to monitor ex-
penses carefully and remain
fiscally responsible.

Lastly, tell us a little about
yourself in your off time –
what do you enjoy doing, your
family, or anything else you’d
care to share with our read-
ers.
Robinson: These days, free

time is at a minimum; how-
ever, I enjoy spending time
with family and friends, golf-
ing, watching movies, travel-
ing and catching up on
reading, as time allows.  
I am an avid baseball and

football fan, love listening to
almost every type of music,
and can even be found once
in a while flying commercial
airliners at home on my com-
puter flight simulator.

Hamtown’s movers and shakers
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All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm

,2�%332>�FREE �><=�%33�.;1�&608�A=�(2>B602�

Chrysler Fw
y

Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!
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Continued on page 5

Continued from page 6

Hours: Mon-Th 11am-10pm • Fri-Sat 11am-11pm • Sun 3pm-10pm

Carry Out Menu Available

(313) 871-8718
10345 Jos. Campau

SW Corner of Caniff & Jos. Campau

Sweet & Sour
Chicken

with Fried Rice

$399
+ Tax. 
Beverage not included.

Chicken & 
Broccoli

with Fried Rice

$399
+ Tax. 
Beverage not included.

11650 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
(313) 368-0500

11650 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
(313) 368-0500

Seniors 
20% off 

between 3 pm - 5pm.
20% off 

Stir Fry Pastas • Greek Specialties 
• Seafood • Pastas • Subs • Burgers 

• And More!

Daily 
Lunch & Dinner 

Specials!

Mon-Sat. 
6am-11:30pm

Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm


