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This Saturday is Christ-
mas Day. By the time we
hit the streets, on Thurs-
day, there were two shop-
ping days left.
Don’t have enough time

to get it done? Well, don’t
you wish you had an elf
to help out? We spotted
one such elf last week at
the Hamtramck Housing
Commission’s Christmas
party for the public hous-
ing’s kids.
Gosh, who knew elves

are so tall?

Source: Hamtramck Historical Commission
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11650 Jos. Campau 
Hamtramck

(313) 368-0500
Mon-Sat. 6am-11:30pm

Daily Lunch & 
Dinner Specials

Kelly's Bar
Where the Blues Legends "hang out"

Wednesday-Friday-Saturday are Jam Nights at Kellys 
Come sing the Blues and wash them down with 

Daily drink and food specials

2403 Holbrook, Hamtramck, 48212 • 313-872-0387

www.DannyDLive.com

By Greg Kowalski

Special to The Review

“There’
ll be as much

Christm
as festi

vities in
 Ham-

tramck this 
year ev

en thou
gh

war clo
uds ap

peared
 over

the ho
liday h

orizon 
for the

first tim
e in 23

 years.

“That t
he peo

ple pla
n to

obtain 
a full m

easure
 of en-

joyment from
 the tra

ditiona
l

holiday
 celebr

ating C
hrist’s

birth is
 evide

nced b
y the

crowds
 which 

jammed ever
y

store i
n Ham

tramck duri
ng

the pa
st wee

k. No 
aggres

-

sive dic
tator, th

ey reas
oned,

would 
spread

 any gloom

here.”
Those 

words a
ppeare

d on

the fro
nt page

 of

The Cit
izen ne

ws-

paper, 
next to

 a

photo 
of San

ta

Claus r
eading 

to

children
 at the

Tau Be
ta Com

-

munity H
ouse.

The da
te as

Dec. 23
, 1941

- two days 
before

Ch r i s tm
as

and 16
 days

after 
the

Japane
se at-

tacked 
Pearl

Harbor,
 drawin

g

the 
United

States 
into the

greates
t war in

human hist
ory.

It was
 a uni

que

time; a se
ason o

f joy te
m-

pered b
y the h

orror o
f war.

But not
 even t

he com
ing ca-

tastrop
he coul

d dampen the

spirits 
of Ham

tramckans a
s

Christm
as app

roache
d, for

the sea
son alw

ays has
 been

special
 in Ham

tramck.

In many wa
ys, this

 Christ-

mas was
 typical

, despit
e the

looming wa
r. The 

Goodfe
l-

lows we
re distr

ibuting 
1,300

packag
es of 

goods 
to the

needy. 
The Ha

mtramck High

School
 Alumni Ass

ociation

was co
ntributi

ng to a
 variety

of holid
ay caus

es, incl
uding

the “Ad
opt a Y

ank” pr
ogram

to help the military, 
and

stores 
were b

ursting
 with

goods 
for sale. 

“Santa

Saves 
at Federa

l’s,” pro-

claimed an a
d in The

 Citizen
.

“Every 
aisle, e

very co
unter,

every 
departm

ent 
is

jammed-pack
ed with wel-

come gifts 
for eve

ryone o
n

your lis
t...”

Max Ros
enbaum

 held 
a

Christm
as Eve

 party 
at his

jewelry
 store 

on Jos
. Cam-

pau wh
ere his

 employees

presen
ted him

 with an
 Amer-

ican fla
g. 

“All the diamonds 
and

gold do
 not m

ean as
 much

to me as th
e flag,”

 Rosen
-

baum said.

At St. F
rancis H

ospital,
 the

Hospita
l Auxilia

ry distr
ibuted

gifts to
 the pa

tients, 
and at

Tau Be
ta on H

anley S
treet,

Christm
as parties

 were

being h
eld at a

 furious
 pace.

The En
glish C

lub and
 Knit-

ting Clu
b held p

arties, 
as did

the Gir
l Scout

s and 
Brown-

ies, wh
ile the

 Curtai
n Call

Players
 and Ju

nior Dra
matics

Class p
resente

d hol-

iday-the
med play

s.

And wh
at wou

ld

Christm
as 

be

without
 toys. Y

ou

could b
uy a si

x-

room com-

p l e t e l y

f u r n i s h e d

doll house

for $5 a
t the M

odel

Shop o
n Jos. C

ampau.

Toy tan
ks sold

for 10 c
ents to

$1.25.

Meanwhile,

the Kowals
ki

Sausag
e Com-

pany ad
vised a

ll

to order 
their

Kowals
ki Qua

lity

Smoked 
Hams

early.
All of these 

elements

played 
a role i

n the ta
pestry

of Ham
tramck durin

g the ho
l-

idays. 
Some of th

e place
s

are no
w just 

memories, a
l-

though
 the b

uildings
, like

those 
that h

oused 
Max’s

Jewelry
 and T

au Bet
a still

stand.

But the
 spirit o

f Christ
mas

in Ham
tramck has

 chang
ed

little, 
except 

perhap
s in

scale. 
For many years,

Christm
as in Hamtramck

A Chri
stmas s

tory w
orth be

ing ret
old

Time to take 
a stroll back 
through the year
By Charles Sercombe
It’s hard to believe that the

year 2010 will soon be history.
And what a year it was for

Hamtramck. Just about every
month was jam-packed with im-
portant stories. The story of the
year, as we anointed it in last
week’s issue, was the city’s de-
teriorating financial picture.
You’ll get to read how this story
played out during the past 12
months.
This week, we take a look

back on the first six months of
the year.

JANUARY
Hamtramck’s most notorious

bar, Shadow Bar, kicked off the
year in yet another incident in-
volving guns. On a Saturday
night, a fight erupted into a
1920s-era shootout. Police said
three suspects, one of whom
was sporting a “Mohawk” hair-
cut, used what was described as
“Tommy” guns to shoot up a vic-
tim.
The victim, who police de-

clined to identify, survived de-
spite suffering multiple wounds.
In the months to come, this

would not be an isolated inci-
dent at the bar.
If only Hamtramck’s City Coun-

cil could get along like the way
they did at the start of their new
term. Three new councilmem-
bers were newly elected: Mo-
hammed Hassan, Kazi Miah and
Tom Jankowski. During their in-
auguration, there were plenty of
smiles, promises to work to-
gether and lots of optimism. 
It was also historical. Coun-

cilmembers Hassan and Miah
joined fellow Bangladeshi-Amer-
ican Shahab Ahmed as being
part of that community’s grow-
ing political influence.
The most rousing and emo-

tional speech was given by new-

comer Kazi Miah, who thanked a
dozen or so people and digni-
taries in the audience and also
recounted the poverty his family
overcame when they first moved
here.
Miah said he will approach

• Mayor Stephen
Skrzycki was invited to
give a Christmas ad-
dress on WJBK radio on
Christmas Day in 1944.

Continued on page 6

Newly elected City Coun-
cilmember Kazi Miah gave an
impassioned speech during
his inauguration in January.

ATTENTION
ADVERTISERS:
Please note that our
deadlines have moved up
one day for the next week,
to Wednesday, Dec. 29 at
noon, as the paper will hit
the streets on Thursday
rather than Friday for this
week.  
Thank you – The Review.
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2929 Carpenter • Hamtramck
(Just east of Jos. Campau)

To All Of Our Friends & Patrons

Warmest Holiday Wishes
from

For Sale Here
Hamtramck Historical 2011 Calendar 

$10 - Proceeds from the sale 
will go to benefit the 

"Friends of Historic Hamtramck" 
and the repair and re-opening of the 

Hamtramck Museum.

www.polartcenter.com

9539 Joseph Campau • Hamtramck

313-874-2242
9539 Joseph Campau • Hamtramck

313-874-2242
M-W 9:30-5 • Th-Sat 9:30-6 • (Sun 11-3 Sept.-May)

Extended hours available upon request.

Have a 
happy holiday 

and a prosperous 
new year.

Your friends at the

Hamtramck 
Recreation 
Department

Putting your millage dollars to 
work throughout every season.

from the
Maine 
Street
Family

Find yourself surrounded by a treasury of Polish Folk Art.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

from everyone at

New Palace 
Bakery

9833 Jos. Campau

313-875-1334

Seasons Greetings

from Nick Frontczak
Attorney at Law specializing
in Probate and Real Estate

10211 Jos. Campau
(313) 871-3400
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why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

Located in the 
Russell Bazaar at 

1600 Clay Ave., Detroit
For directions visit

jaxxstores.com
Open Friday Evenings 

and weekends

OPEN
TODAY,
Christmas

Eve!

In memory of
Kevin Hogness.
Happy birthday
Love you always, 

Aunt Mary
To my sister Deb, 

I miss you
Jerry Hogness

In loving memory of
Keith Eric Vivoda.

I miss you so much. You
are greatly missed and

always will be! 

Thanks for 
giving me the
meaning of

family.
Your wife, Mary

Seasons
Greetings

from Goods ‘n’ Things
Resale Shop
11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Wishes Everyone

Correction … We received a
call from Roberta Olko last week
informing us that we got it
wrong in reporting that the
Recreation Department receives
$5 million a year from its spe-
cial tax.

Olko is indeed correct. The ac-
tual amount is $1 million a year.
And for those who know
Roberta, you know she let us
know about this error in a kind
and considerate manner.
Thanks, Roberta!

Merry Christmas 
from My Family to Yours

and a Prosperous and
Healthy New Year!

from John Ulaj,
Publisher



working with his fellow coun-
cilmembers with the same phi-
losophy he uses as coach for his
basketball team.
“We’re not going to make this

personal,” he said. “We’re going
to work for the betterment of the
city. We are going to agree to dis-
agree. ...”
At the end of his 10-minute

speech, the audience whistled
and clapped with approval.
Mohammed Hassan also

promised to support his fellow
city officials but waded further
into specifics about what he
would like to see happen. He
called for more diversity in the
city workforce and also a reduc-
tion in the number of city employ-
ees if the city needs to find
savings in its budget.
Hassan also called for the end

of home inspections unless the
condition of a house is “not san-
itatious.”

(Editor’s note: Yes, that’s the
word he used.)
Former mayor Tom Jankowski

said that it’s time to stop focus-
ing on individuals in the city and
concentrate instead on the city
itself.
“We really need to nurture this

city,” he said.
Jankowski also invited the

public to come back to him a
year from now and “let me know
how I’m doing.”

(Editor’s note: Anyone want to

be the first to let Jankowski know
how he’s doing?)
Mayor Karen Majewski pre-

dicted the coming year would
present challenges, but she was
also optimistic about the city’s
future.
“Hamtramck has good bones -

- intact neighborhoods, walkable
streets, a lively downtown, close
proximity to the cultural and ed-
ucational institutions of our
largest neighbor, an exciting eth-
nic mix -- you’ve heard all this be-
fore, but maybe you need to be
reminded of how valued these
resources are considered out-
side of Hamtramck, and what a
workable foundation they give
us, especially as Southeast
Michigan re-crafts itself,” she
said.
So, how long did this honey-

moon last?
Flash forward to two weeks

later, and the first hint of a divi-
sion erupted. Councilmembers
Hassan and Miah supported ap-
pointing Councilmember Cathie
Gordon to the position of May-
oral Pro Tem, while Councilmem-
ber Ahmed proposed
Councilmember Catrina Stack-
poole to that position.
The vote divided the council,

but in the end Stackpoole won
the appointment. That voting al-
liance later played out more reg-
ularly during the year.
The coming year looked bright

for the public schools, but, oh,
how that story would soon
change. In the meantime, the
district was slated to receive
$1.7 million from a federal
schools program called “Race to
the Top.” 
What the program offered was

financial incentives to improve
student scores. However, that
was not-so-good-news for teach-
ers who were deemed to perform
poorly, which was based on how
well their students scored.
We pointed out that the pro-

gram sound more like "Race to
the Bottom.” Or, file this federal
handout under: “Thanks, but no
thanks.”
Call it Hamtramck’s hard luck.

Just as the city prepared to cele-
brate the final stages of a settle-
ment in a 30-year-old housing
discrimination lawsuit with the
building of 65 new housing
units, the housing market re-
mained in the dumps.
But there was still plenty to

cheer about: what had been an
albatross hanging over the city
was now coming to an end. Well,
not quite. New housing units
would still be announced in the
months to come in what was like
a never-ending end to this story.
And as you can guess, more

housing will be built in 2011.
u u u

January had been mild until
the end of the month when a
deep freeze settled in. For the
homeless, cold weather is obvi-
ously more than a mere incon-
venience. But fortunately for
them, a Hamtramck volunteer

group called Burners without
Borders was at the ready.
The group, led by Hamtramck

resident Danielle ‘doxie’ Kaltz,
prepared dozens of backpacks
loaded with food, warm clothing
and personal hygiene items to
distribute to the homeless here
and in the metro area.

u u u

A Detroit area man from the
Bengali community being held in

the Macomb County jail on a
charge of murdering his wife was
apparently so despondent he slit
his throat while in his cell. But
the case of Mohammed Abdul-
Fazal Chowdhury took a mysteri-
ous turn when it was discovered
he had cut off his genitals as
well.
The Bengali community was

suspicious of the matter, saying
Chowdhury’s death indicated
there was torture involved.
An independent investigation

was called for. Macomb County
Sheriff Mark Hackel denied there
was wrong-doing and said the
Bengali community had overre-
acted.

And speaking of the
Bangladeshi-American commu-
nity, the lead suspect in the case
of missing 3-year-old Tangena
Hussain was sentenced to 15
years in prison. The two are not
related but share the same sur-

name.
Police never could collect

enough evidence linking  Jamrul
Hussain to the child’s disappear-
ance.
But in an unrelated matter, he

was found guilty of statutory
rape of a 15-year-old girl he had
an affair with prior to the child
going missing.
As for little Tangena, who, if

still alive, would be 4 years old,
police are still trying to find out
what happened to her. Strangely,
Tangena’s mother returned to
her native Bangladesh with the
case still unsolved.

u u u

What’s one subject that’s
guaranteed to start an argument
among city officials?
Parking.
Or, more specifically, to charge

for parking on main streets or
allow the public to park for free?
There were and are stirring ar-

guments for both sides. One
school of thought is that free
parking will attract more visitors
and make businesses very
happy.
The other side says metered

parking helps offset mainte-
nance costs and deters freeload-
ers from hogging limited parking
spaces all day. 
The latest twist during this de-

bate was whether to replace lost
or broken meters or allow free
parking in city lots. Upshot:  The
meters stayed and more were or-
dered.
The City Council agreed – ex-

cept for Councilmember Cathie
Gordon – to spend $18,000 to
replace missing meters, mostly
on the northend of Jos. Campau.
For you astute observers, yes
it’s no coincidence the city fo-
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

Hamtramck
Community 

Initiative

“Weeding out crime, seeding 
positive action for clean and safe

neighborhoods.”

(313) 281-8150

View crime maps and more at 
www.HamtramckCommunity.org

WEED and SEED
is a federally funded strategy to make our

neighborhoods safer. 
Hamtramck is in YEAR THREE of a five

year strategy.  What ideas do you have to
make Hamtramck safe?  

Call Site Director Barbara Stachowski at
(313) 281-8150 to share your ideas, or at-

tend your local monthly Neighborhood
Watch or Block Club group.

WEED AND SEED IS:
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

BLOCK CLUBS

GRAFFITI REMOVAL

"SAFE HAVEN" ACTIVITIES for YOUTH

OFFENDER RE-ENTRY PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY and POLICE COOPERATION 

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

GRAND OPENING
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books • Records
• Household Items • And lots more...
New Christmas Items On Sale!

Christmas Lights
$100 bag

New Men’s 2 pc.
Suits - also separate

coats and pants.

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestauran

t.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space
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Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

Time to take a stroll back through the year Cont. from front page

The lead suspect in the case of
missing Tangena Hussain
(above) was sent to prison in an
unrelated matter. Investigators
still don’t know what happened
to Tangena.

Hamtramck volunteers pack food, clothing and personal hy-
giene items into backpacks for the homeless.



cused on the northend, where
the newly built state Department
of Human Services office was

about to open.
More on the DHS building next

month.
FEBRUARY
In a year filled with gloomy fi-

nancial news, Hamtramck had
one major celebration. The new
state Department of Human
Services building was officially
opened. Built on the site of the
former Woodrow W. Woody Pon-
tiac dealership, the construction
of the building pumped hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
into the local economy.
The building also houses 200

employees who in turn service
thousands of clients. It was
hoped that the new development
would spur more development in
the otherwise blighted northend
of Jos. Campau. 
That hope, however, never

came to fruition. At least, not
yet.
A year after the tragic and mys-

terious shooting death of Rafiqul
Islam, his family and the commu-
nity finally got some answers.
Detroiter Andre Wade, then

24, was charged with his death,
but the circumstances leading to
the shooting were painfully full of
ignorance and prejudice. You
see, Wade was under the belief
that “Arabs” are known to carry
large sums of money. Wade, not
knowing the difference between
Bangladeshi and ethnic Arabs,
assumed Rafiqul had money on
him.
Rafiqul had just exited his car

in front of his house when Wade
came by and shot him. For what-
ever reason, there was no sign

of a robbery – just a senseless
killing of an innocent man.

Despite the lousy economy in
the region, two businesses
opened up. Amar Pizza on Co-
nant fired up its ovens, and long-
time bar owner Nolan ‘Skipper’
LaFramboise II took over the for-
mer Chill and Mingle, also on Co-
nant. He dubbed his bar
“Skipper’s Hamtown.”
The word “Amar” means “my”

in Bangladesh, and the owners
said it was another way of say-
ing, “what is mine is yours.”
Skipper said he was aiming to

make his place an old-fashioned
neighborhood bar, a thing that
has become a lost art in Ham-
tramck. We’re glad to report
that, almost a year later, both
businesses are still going
strong. (Editors Note: Also, the
barbeque chicken pizza at Amar
is fantastic. Try it!)
If it’s February, it must be time

for Paczki Day, and oh man, what
a day it was. From morning until
night, Jos. Campau was bumper-
to-bumper traffic with paczki
lovers jamming local bakeries
and bars.
It was the second year in a row

that Hamtramck enjoyed a revi-
talized Paczki Day, thanks largely
the effort of Special Events Co-
ordinator Eve Doster Knepp. Un-
fortunately for Eve, she was later
laid off because of the city’s
budget deficit.
Hamtramck firefighters man-

aged to avoid laying off 16 fire-

fighters by agreeing to a wage
freeze and holding off from ac-
cepting a 3-percent salary in-
crease. You could say that
February was the beginning of
the city’s belt-tightening.
Nearly six months after a fuel

tank blew up at the Sterling Oil
plant, the company asked for a
fast-track approval to erect eight
new tanks.
But the City Council said the

company would first have to ad-
dress several safety issues.
That didn’t sit well with one of

the owners of the company,
Jason Eddleston, who said his
customers need to have the
tanks ready as soon as possi-
ble.
Fire Chief Steve Paruk said he

wanted to first have a fire sup-
pression system installed over
the tanks in case there is an-
other fire. He said he also wants
to have a site on the plant
grounds where special foam
used in fighting fuel fires can be
stored.
The matter was later resolved

to everyone’s satisfaction.
Still, thoughts of that fire are

still unsettling for anyone who
lived nearby. 

MARCH
What’s worse than a trip to

the Post Office (where you often
have to wait in long lines)?

Maybe a trip to the Secretary of
State building (where there are
often even longer lines) – but
that wasn’t going to be the case
for long.
Starting right on March 1, the

Hamtramck Secretary of State
building merged with the High-
land Park facility to create the
Hamtramck Area PLUS Office.
The interior was transformed
with the installation of new car-
pet and the addition of a more
customer-friendly counter de-
sign. A Self-Service Station was
also be added for extra conven-
ience. 
The consolidation of the of-

fices meant extended hours at
the Hamtramck location. The
Hamtramck location is now open
on Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. 
In addition to more hours, the

office offers more services. In-
stant titles are available, and as
an added bonus, payment can
be made by Discover or Master-
Card.
It was hoped by city officials

that the new office would benefit
more than just the customers of
the Secretary of State. A larger
office required a larger staff,
which meant more tax revenue
for the city. And increased foot
traffic was hoped to provide an
economic boost to the southend
of Jos. Campau.
“People will come to the city

for Secretary of State services,
but they’ll have other needs as
well,” said Community and Eco-
nomic Development Director
Jason Friedmann. “If they’re hun-
gry and need food or their car
needs gas, they’ll be buying it in
Hamtramck.”
Well, it’s now almost a year

and it’s hard to determine how
much of an economic impact the
office has made. But we know
one thing from first-hand experi-
ence: the lines are just as long
and slow-moving.
Sometimes an extra three or

five seconds makes all the dif-
ference in the world. Or, at least
when it comes to regulating traf-
fic flow on Caniff. Thanks to a
federal grant, the city’s traffic
lights were replaced up and
down Caniff and sported a high-
tech gizmo.
The new lights were to be able

to gauge traffic flow and adjust
how long red lights should last in
order to keep cars moving along.
Flash forward to December, and,

ah, yeah. It sounded promising
at the time. In fact, traffic flow
might actually be worse! Espe-
cially in front of the fire station.
This year’s annual “Ham-

tramck Blowout” was cited by
our writer, Walter Wasacz, as one
of the best. Here’s what he had
to say about the musical event:
“For fans of music, or fans of

vibrant community life or fans of
unseasonably warm late winter
weather, they all had one thing in
common last weekend: the Ham-
tramck Blowout, a mega-fest
held in the city for the past 13
years in various bars, clubs and
social halls.
“In terms of overall quality,

this four-day party was arguably
one of the best -- and that's say-
ing something considering previ-
ous events sponsored by
alternative weekly the Metro
Times featured performances by
Eminem, White Stripes, Brendan
Benson, The Go, Enemy Squad,
the Detroit Grand Pubahs, Von
Bondies, Matthew Dear and hun-
dreds of others ambitious and
obscure since 1998.
“It wasn't just spotty quality

here and there; it was consis-
tently solid across the board,
with few misses at the 15 ven-
ues in the city and at the Majes-
tic Theatre Center in Detroit,
where the pre-party was held on
two floors last Wednesday. There

was something for almost any-
body into a Detroit music vibe.
Octopus, Detroit Cobras, the
Sights, Cannon for heavy garage
blues; Timmy's Organism, the
Friendly Foes, Black Lodge, Zoos
of Berlin, the Cold Wave and Sil-
verghost for punchy art rock
jams; Dial 81, Jamie Register &
the Glendales and Invincible for

more urban rhythms and
sounds; Detroit Threads for
techno, house and all else elec-
tronic (special guests included
the Detroit Techno Militia crew
and Docile Records' Andy Gar-
cia).    
“It was easy to get nostalgic

and misty-eyed about the past
just by standing in front of the
Painted Lady, the same building
where Lili Karwowski once
graced the punk rock nation by
just being herself, no matter who
were her guests: Iggy Pop,
Wayne Kramer, Joe Strummer or
the rest of the Clash. This modi-
fied Hamtramck vertical duplex
operated as a speakeasy during
prohibition, later evolving into
Sam's Cafe, the Columbia Bar
and, most famously, Lili's 21.
The venue pre-dated the Blowout
by two decades, and had an in-
credible run from the late 1970s
to 2002, when Lili's surviving
sons (she died almost three
years before) decided to close
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.15% OFF

Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 12/30/10.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 12/30/10.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

6th Annual 
New Year’s Eve
Potluck Party
Bring a dish to share - all favors and 

champagne included, music starts at 9pm!

Thank you for your generous gifts for
Toys for Tots - Over 300 toys collected!

Special thanks to Moose Lodge 1670

Go Out on the Hamtown!

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Merry
Christmas!
____________

Characters

Always 

Welcome!

Continued on page 7

H Full Service Bar H

Time to take a stroll back through the year Cont. from page 4

Ring in the
New Year
With Us!

Thanks Andy & Danny!
From: Carol , Terry, Pina, Mikha, Sam, Barb, Cammie, Keecho

City, county and state officials gather in a ribbon cutting cer-
emony for the newly constructed state Department of Human
Services building, located on the northend of Jos. Campau.

The Hamtramck Blowout was better than ever last March.

Paczki Day also was a smash hit, with paczki lovers jamming
local bakeries and bars all day and all night.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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Letter from the

Publisher
By John Ulaj

Merry Christmas and New
Year Holidays everyone.
This past year has been a

roller-coaster ride for many.
Homeowners have been hit
with foreclosures and the
city is almost bankrupt. The
regional economy is stag-
nant at best, and either you
are unemployed or someone
close to you is.
It’s like the 1930s-era

Great Depression around
here.
But this is the holiday sea-

son. A time when we reflect
on our lives and a time to
spread good cheer.
Yes, we all have challenges

ahead of us, but we have
one thing we can count on
when the going gets tough:
our family and each other. It
doesn’t matter whether you
have lived here your whole
life or not. 
If you are a Hamtramckan,

you are a hearty breed, a
person who can survive the
cruelest setbacks and blows
life deals out.
This is a city of survivors.

As a community we have sur-
vived worse periods of crisis. 
And one key reason we

survive is we help our neigh-
bors out when they are in
trouble.
If you know of a family

down on their heels and in
need of some holiday cheer,
share a meal with them, or
maybe drop off some
needed warm winter clothing
for the kids. Maybe even
some toys.
And speaking of need, the

Hamtramck Goodfellows are
still asking for donations to
offset their annual holiday
meal program for our low-in-
come families and those liv-
ing alone.
Hundreds of locals got to

enjoy a holiday meal this
week because of your gen-
erosity. If you can afford to
give, make out a check to
the” Hamtramck Goodfel-
lows,” and mail it to: Ham-
tramck Treasurer, 3401
Evaline, Hamtramck, MI
48212.
Be sure to mark on the

check’s memo line that it’s
for the Hamtramck Goodfel-
lows.
And one more thing. Here

at The Review, we want to
give thanks to our readers
and advertisers for your pa-
tronage. Without your sup-
port we could not possibly
continue to put out a paper
each week.
We cherish the opportunity

to serve our community. So
it’s worth repeating one
more time: Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year every-
one. 

It’s the holiday season, and it’s
a time to reflect and spread cheer

was virtually a communitywide
celebration. Most Hamtramck-
ans then were Polish Catholics
who brought a deep sense of
their faith with them when they
came to America. But even non-
Christians, like Max Rosen-
baum, understood the
significance of Christmas to
Hamtramckans.
While shopping and cooking

and gift giving were (and still are)
fundamental parts of Christmas,
the true meaning would be most
evident at midnight on Christ-
mas Eve. 
The celebration of Midnight

Mass at the churches were
events unto themselves. St. Flo-
rian was typical. Thousands of
people would crowd into the
church for Midnight Mass, far ex-
ceeding the church’s seating ca-
pacity of 1,800. People would
line up along the side walls and
stand in the entrance way.
Charity also was a hallmark of

the season. In 1936 a host of
charitable activities was held at
the Tau Beta House to help
brighten Christmas for the
needy. Even the Ki-Cu-Wa Club
pitched in with a Christmas
Party.
The Polish customs of Christ-

mas are as many and as colorful
as the ornaments on a Christ-

mas tree -- which is not a Polish
symbol. But the Poles did not
celebrate Christmas alone. 
The city’s African-American

Churches, like St. Peter’s AME
and Corinthian Baptist Church,
rang with the holiday songs and
celebrations too, as did Immac-
ulate Conception Ukrainian
Catholic Church.
Christmas even showed up in

some decidedly non-religious
ways, as with the special “Holi-
day Brew” cooked up by the C&K
Brewing Co., on Klinger Street in
1934. It had a red and green
label, special for the occasion.
Over the years the city played

an official role in the festivities
by having municipal Christmas
trees placed on Jos. Campau
and Caniff and in what would
later become known as Zuss-
man Park in front of St. Francis
Hospital in the 1930s.
Elaborate Christmas decora-

tions were hung on the street
lights along Jos. Campau, and
well into the 1950s, a lifesize
creche was set up at Veterans
Memorial Park. 
Such displays these days are

often the subject of court cases
and can only be erected on city
property if other religious and
non-religious symbols, like Santa
Claus, are allowed together.

Some towns have found the
image of the Baby Jesus and
Santa sharing space too uncom-
fortable and don’t have creches
anymore.
The city also hosted Christ-

mas parades, usually sponsored
by the Chamber of Commerce.
Santa Claus has come to town
many times. And often those
times have been tough, like the
Christmas of 1941. Yet through
it all, Hamtramckans have main-
tained jolly spirits. From the New
Deal newspaper of Dec. 23,
1936, comes this uncanny
Christmas message:
“For a couple of years we have

been on our way back to good
times on the wave of Detroit’s in-
creased automobile business.
For a while most of us worked to
pay back debts or just to put
enough in the bank so we could
get rid of that feeling of insecu-
rity that always comes when
work is irregular and the pay is
small.
“Now we have come to a time

when our confidence has re-
turned, when we are all reason-
ably sure of the future. And that
is bound to mean one thing - it’s
the easiest thing in the world to
wish everyone a Merry Christ-
mas!”

A Christmas story worth being retold
Continued from front page

By Ian Perrotta
A weekend fire has left fire

officials scratching their
heads and is still under inves-
tigation.
On Saturday night, firefight-

ers battled flames at the for-
mer Hamtramck Creamery
building at the intersection of
Holbrook and Gallagher.
Though Fire Marshal Paul
Wilk was unable to comment
at length due to the fact that
the cause of the fire is still
being determined, he did say
that it may be a total loss de-
pending on the insurance
agency’s final assessment.
The building housed three

offices and was home to a
travel agency and a drug
counselor. The third office
was unoccupied, and there
were additional plans to open
a mechanic shop in the rear.
Though a sign lists the build-
ing as for sale, Wilk said that
the current owner had bought
the building under a land con-
tract in 2009.
However, the building is

also listed on the website tru-
lia.com, which shows that it
has been available for about
two months. When a Review
reporter contacted the listing
agent, Kabir Ahmed of Home
Pride Realty, he said that the

building was in fact for sale,
although the owner had just
told him about the fire and
asked that it be taken off the
market. 
At this point there are still

more questions than an-
swers. And with conflicting re-
ports on its sale status, as
well as the seemingly suspi-
cious timing of the incident,
it’s no surprise that Wilk con-
cluded his conversation with
The Review by saying there
was still plenty to work out.
“It’s going to take a little

while,” he said. “We have a
lot to deal with.”

City landmark destroyed in fire

For unto you is born this
day, in the city of David, a Sav-
ior, which is Christ the Lord.
And the angel said unto
them, fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all
people. And suddenly there
was with the angel a multi-
tude of heavenly host, prais-
ing God and saying, Glory to
God in the highest, and on
Earth peace; good will toward
men. What a beautiful pas-
sage in the Bible (Luke 2:10-
16), concerning the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ’s birth,
and the goodness of God’s
love to the world. His birth
has truly turned a new chap-
ter, and embarked us, too,
into a new age, opening the
floodgates of the hearts of

Man, and all of Earth’s civi-
lization: all peoples, of all
races, colors and creeds,
thereby breaking Man’s spiri-
tual bondage, and setting
man free. Free, as God has
always intended.  
In light of Israel’s expecta-

tions for a messiah, the hum-
ble beginnings of Jesus’
earthly life confounded the re-
ligious leaders of the day. A
borrowed manger on the out-
skirts of Bethlehem was far
from the ideal setting for the
birth of their king; their fan-
cied vision did not match the
storyline as they (the Is-
raelites) had envisioned it.
They missed the point: Jesus,
the promised one, had en-
tered their world. The Bethle-
hem nativity symbolized

Israel’s lowly estate (and
ours as well). They needed
more than national restora-
tion -- they needed personal
salvation, just as we all do.
And that was Jesus’ mis-

sion. He became one of us,
to save us from our sins and
restore in us life. As King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, He
is to rule and reign in the
hearts of People. This is the
true story of Christmas:
Jesus enters into the lowly
estate and transforms us into
his image. For unto us, a child
is born. He is Christ the Lord.
Are we ready for Him to carry
out His plan in our lives? May
you and yours have a Merry
Christmas, and a great and
healthy New Year’s.
— Johnny Ulaj 

For unto us a child is born!



the business. …”
The Hamtramck branch of the

NAACP had some issues with
the city’s police department.
The civil rights organization

held a rally in Zussman Park, di-

rectly across from the city’s po-
lice station inside City Hall.
“We want the people to be

able to respect the department
and vice versa,” said Kamal
Rahman, president of the Ham-
tramck NAACP.
Those concerns included the

arrest of a local minister who
said he was assaulted by offi-
cers. 
Police officials, speaking pri-

vately, said the minister inter-
fered with officers during an
investigation of a suspected
house burglary and became un-
ruly.

(Editor’s note: Just as we were
going to press, a Hamtramck
31st District Court jury found the
Rev. Wayne Little indeed guilty of
interfering with officers. It took
the jury five minutes to come to
that decision.)
Rahman said other concerns

included how a Bangladeshi man
was treated after he claimed he
was the victim of a theft, the lack
of ethnic and racial diversity in
the department and the depart-
ment’s promise to generate
$60,000 a month in revenue
from traffic tickets, which was
made to avoid layoffs.

Rahman said that drivers in
the community with spotless
records were getting tickets.
Rahman stressed that the traffic
program might be “illegal” be-
cause there appears to be a

quota system for officers.
“This program puts undo pres-

sure on officers,” he said.
Also of concern was the after-

school violence near Hamtramck
High School, which in recent
weeks appeared to have esca-
lated and continued on for two-
to-three hours with packs of kids
running from one place to an-
other to square off and fight.

u u u

As the national Census count
got underway, some wondered if

the Census Bureau even knew
that Hamtramck existed.
That’s what some Hamtramck

residents were thinking when
they read the address on a re-
cently mailed Census survey
forms. 
The addresses on the mailings

listed Detroit instead of Ham-
tramck, and that had a number
of city officials and residents
shocked and angry. Turns out,
however, the same thing hap-
pened to the forms mailed to the
Grosse Pointes and other nearby
suburbs.
By December, city officials

were bracing for bad news that
the once-every-10-year national
population count will come up a
little short for Hamtramck. A
drop in population will lead to
less federal tax monies and proj-
ects coming this way.
A new “pool” opened this

month, but never mind bringing
your swimsuit.
The newly opened “Public

Pool” was the latest addition to
the city’s bustling art scene. The
new gallery, located on Caniff,
featured live performances as
well as exhibits.

“Public Pool is a new art co-
operative looking to create and
support a wide range of contem-
porary art experiences… (it) will
both coordinate and execute its

own shows, and
invite other artists
to share their
ideas in the
space,” said
gallery organizers.
And it indeed

did become one
of the "it” places
to be. If you
haven’t checked it
out, stop on by.
The water’s fine.
The world of rap

and street poetry
took center stage
at Hamtramck
High School.
Teachers at the
school organized

a special class featuring local
rappers of note.
The class was a hit with stu-

dents.
The end result of that contact

was that Hamtramck High was
one of two area schools (De-
troit's Mumford being the other)
that sent a group of their best
and brightest wordsmiths to the
Music Hall in April. 
Michigan communities owed

Hamtramck Mayor Karen Majew-
ski a big thanks.
The mayor was instrumental in

convincing lawmakers to hold off
from passing a budget with a
3.1 percent cut to statutory rev-
enue sharing. 
Even better, after her impas-

sioned speech, as well as input
from Andy Schor, Assistant Direc-
tor of the Michigan Municipal
League’s (MML) State Affairs di-
vision, the Appropriations Com-
mittee voted to return the level
of statutory revenue sharing to
its current amount. Moreover,
they voted to increase revenue
sharing by 1 percent. 
According to Summer Minnick,

director of the MML’s State Af-
fairs division, Majewski’s
speech was instrumental in con-
vincing the committee that com-
munities had already suffered
enough through previous cuts to
revenue sharing. 
“We believe having Mayor Ma-

jewski testify, in particular, went
a long way in convincing the com-
mittee that our communities
have already suffered enough,”
she wrote on the MML’s web
page on March 19.

APRIL
There was a lot of talk this

year about parks in the city, with
one big question remaining:
what should Hamtramck do with
the grandstands at Veterans
Park? 
Unfortunately, that answer

would have to wait until after the
Master Plan Update was com-
pleted.
Currently, the grandstands sit

unused and in a state of disre-
pair. Few people remember when
it was last used, and even fewer
people seem to have been
around when it was in use.
Longtime Hamtramck resident

Joe Marecki said he couldn’t re-
member it being used past the
late 1970s, and though lifelong
resident and Hamtramck Recre-
ation Commission President
Dave Olko says he thinks it was
last used around 10 years ago,
he adds that “the grandstands
haven’t been functional for 30 to
40 years.”
We’re still waiting to see if

“they” will (re)build it.
Hamtramck wasn’t the only

city issuing more traffic tickets.
According to a report in USA

Today, cities across the country
were ramping up traffic enforce-
ment in order to avoid layoffs
and shore up local budgets.
Cops and state police were re-
portedly no longer looking the
other way when drivers went 5 to
10 miles over the speed limit. In-
stead, they pulled over those
drivers in an effort to raise more

money.
In Hamtramck, the police offi-

cers’ union avoided layoffs by
agreeing to bring in at least
$60,000 a month in traffic fines.
That plan came under fire by

the Hamtramck branch of the
NAACP. The civil rights group said
this was a quota system and
said that is illegal. The program
is still in effect.

u u u

Times were tough for a lot of
folks. And times are still tough.
In April, city officials got a

taste of just how bad it was for
residents after about 400 home-
owners asked for a break on
their home values during the
March Assessment Board of Ap-
peals hearings.
A lower house assessment

would mean a reduction in the
amount of property taxes owed.
Out of the 400 who asked for

a tax break, 100 of them
claimed they simply didn’t have
enough money to pay their taxes
at all. Unfortunately for them,
there was no such thing as get-
ting a 100 percent break.
City Assessor Tony Fuoco said

that the best that could be done
was to reduce what’s owed to 3-
1/2 percent of the homeowner’s
total income because of their fi-
nancial hardship. 
Some pro-active police work

paid off for Hamtramck.
During March and April, a

street mugger had been target-
ing elderly women – including an
82-year-old -- and got away with
over a dozen attacks. He es-
caped arrest, that is, until one
victim was able to provide a
good description of the suspect
and the general area where the
suspect was last seen.
That led to the surveillance of

a certain area of the city, which
police declined to reveal. Sure
enough, the suspect was spot-
ted.
And then some good luck

struck. While tailing the suspect,
undercover officers stumbled
upon several other suspects
breaking into a house.
The burglars were nabbed and

the mugger was also nabbed.
u u u

The federal government’s
stimulus program continued to
juice Hamtramck.
The Fire Department won two

grants through the Department
of Homeland Security that
greatly offset the costs of a new
fire truck and an exhaust system
inside the fire station. This
meant the Fire Department was
in line to receive a second new
truck within a year.
Although the department in-

deed needed a new truck, what
it really needed – and still does -
- is a new aerial ladder truck. The
department’s current ladder
truck is about 30 years old and
keeps breaking down.
So far, the federal government

has turned down the depart-
ment’s grant requests for a new
ladder truck. One reason the
grant is being turned down is
that a new ladder truck costs
about $1 million.
Well, there is always the com-

ing new year to keep on trying.
u u u

Hamtramck’s ongoing budget
deficit took a new twist. City
Manager Bill Cooper announced
that he needed to slash spend-
ing to plug a $2 million budget
deficit.
A few months earlier, Cooper

thought he had a workable plan
to deal with the city’s deficit. But
one key part of the plan de-
pended on Detroit officials con-
tinuing a payment sharing plan
from GM’s Poletown plant, which
straddles both Detroit and Ham-
tramck.
As it turned out, Detroit re-

fused to budge from its position
that the special tax agreement
created when the plant was con-
structed in the 1980s had
ended months earlier. Detroit
also claimed it had overpaid
Hamtramck for several years.
Cooper said he had hoped to

work out a deal with Detroit.
Despite his guarded optimism,

it already looked like the dispute
was heading to court, which it
eventually did. Adding to the
city’s financial challenge was the
cost increase for health insur-
ance, which Cooper said shot up
by $500,000.
Cooper and the council held a

series of early morning work ses-
sions to iron out a new budget
plan. Those special work ses-
sions continued throughout the
year.

u u u

The Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission received the kind of sur-
prise most of us would die for.
In a routine review of its finan-

cial holdings, the commission
discovered it had an extra $1
million. Turns out it came from
the federal government’s Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment
Act. Thanks to the government’s
largesse, the commission was
able to jump on several improve-
ment projects ahead of time.
At the Col. Hamtramck apart-

ments, all of the kitchen cabi-
nets were swapped out with new
ones. The old ones – get this --
had a thick coating of pesticide
from years of spraying for bugs.
Yech.
Replacing the cabinets cost

$500,000.
Security cameras also were in-

stalled at the projects, which Ex-
ecutive Director Kevin Kondrat –
who is a retired Hamtramck po-
lice detective – was excited
about. The public housing com-
plex has had its share of prob-
lems in the past.
The cameras allowed Kondrat

to review what happens during
the night, which is when most of
the trouble occurs.
So, for all of you criminal types

who are still unaware of the cam-
eras, take this as a warning. If
you are caught on tape doing
something, well, criminal, you
can count on be visited by the
police, and if you live in the com-
plex you and your family can be
kicked out.
At the Senior Plaza, the federal

grant was used to rip out the
parking lot and repave it. The
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Educational Excellence
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Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

Time to take a stroll back through the year Cont. from page 5

Continued on page 8

The Hamtramck branch of the NAACP held a rally in Zussman
Park to protest several issues it had with the Hamtramck Po-
lice Department.

The national Census campaign took place
in April. The city had prepared for the popu-
lation count by forming a committee to bet-
ter spread the word to residents.



front entrance also got a design
redo with the addition of a Euro-
pean-style patio. Hooray for
Obama Bucks!

u u u

Did Hamtramck Recreation Di-
rector Craig Daniels flush money
down the proverbial drain?
That was a question that

School Boardmember Hedy Shul-
gon raised, and the issue mush-
roomed from there as the weeks
went by. The project came under
scrutiny at a School Board meet-
ing where Shulgon made public
a letter from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality
that outlined several concerns
involving the recently built splash
pad in Pulaski Park.
The Recreation Department

apparently did not first contact
the DEQ to find out what is re-
quired to install a splash pad.
The DEQ had requested addi-
tional information about the pad,

but that request had not been
answered.
The Review received a copy of

the letter through a Freedom of
Information Request. In the let-
ter, Paul Sisson, an Environmen-
tal Engineer for the
Campgrounds & Pools Unit of
the DEQ, said the plans for the
“proposed” splash pad were
“generally satisfactory” but
pointed out additional informa-
tion was needed.
There was plenty more to

come from this story.
u u u

Hamtramck’s past reputation
as being a speed trap came to
haunt the city once more.
A Detroit News story reported

that many municipalities in the
state have not complied with
Public Act 85, a law that requires
cities to conduct scientific stud-
ies in order to set proper speed
limits.  

One of the roads that the
News said does not comply with
the law is the I-75 Service Drive
in Hamtramck.
On a recent day, four separate

drivers all realized they had been
pulled over at the same spot just
past the overpass heading north
on the service drive, south of
Caniff. One unidentified woman
related how she thought she
was traveling the speed limit but
was pulled over by the officers
riding behind her.
“Why would I be speeding if I

knew there was a police officer
behind me?” she said. “I didn’t
even see a posted sign until the
officer pointed it out, and it was
on the side of the wall. Twenty-
five [mph] is way too low.”
When notified of the News ar-

ticle and its findings that Ham-
tramck may be enforcing illegal
speed limits, City Manager Bill
Cooper said he had “heard that
rumor,” but he appeared to be
unfamiliar with the law. However,
he said that the city would be
looking into it and if a study
proved a new speed was neces-
sary he would comply with what
was found.
“If we find that the speed limit

isn’t what it should be, we’ll take
the steps to correct it,” he said.
Complying with the law is no

small matter in Hamtramck. To
close a budget deficit, police of-
ficers have committed to produc-
ing at least $60,000 in traffic
fines per month. To date, speed
limits have remained the same,
and drivers are still being tick-
eted.

u u u

With the state’s new smoking
ban in bars and restaurants
going into effect, Police Chief
Mark Kalinowski said his depart-
ment would not become “the to-
bacco police.”
Instead of local law enforce-

ment keeping tabs on the smok-
ing ban, Kalinowski said it will be
up to the local health depart-
ment.
But there was a catch. If a

manager of bar tells a customer
to put out their cigarette and
that customer refuses and re-
fuses to leave when told, that’s
when the cops would come in.
Kalinowski said the uncoopera-
tive customer could be cited for
trespassing and being disor-
derly.
But if a bar owner doesn’t

mind if his customers smoke
and a cop happens to walk in,
Kalinowski said the only action
the officer would take is to tell
the owner about the law. The
state department of health
could, however, investigate if a
complaint is filed, and a bar
could have its license revoked

for ignoring the law.
Amazingly, Hamtramck bars

complied with the law. But
months later bar owners bitterly
complained the ban on smoking
led to a huge decrease in busi-
ness because their patrons de-
cided to stay home and smoke
and drink.

MAY
Here’s another question re-

garding the Recreation Depart-
ment’s splash pad: Did
Hamtramck taxpayers get
soaked for what it cost to con-
struct the splash pad?
In a survey by The Review of

other communities that installed
a splash pad, it certainly looked
like it.
In the previous fall, the Ham-

tramck Recreation Department
spent $115,853 to build a 900-
square-foot pad. But before it
could be turned on for use in
June, the project ran into trouble.
The state Department of Envi-

ronmental Quality said no one
submitted plans for the project
before it was built, and the DEQ
sought additional information be-
fore it could be inspected and
OK’d for use.
Recreation Director Craig

Daniels refused to answer ques-
tions about the project posed by
The Review and hung up during
a phone interview with a Review
reporter. Daniels did say, over
and over, before hanging up, that
the contractor who installed the
pad was “handling” the matter.
The splash pad was eventually

OK’d, but then another twist hap-
pened. When the splash pad
opened, the hours the public
could actually use it were limited
to late afternoon and evening
hours. Despite the brutal heat
wave we experienced during the
summer.

u u u

Now it’s Warren’s turn to face
the budget knife of Lou Schim-
mel.
Schimmel was once the state-

appointed emergency financial
manager for Hamtramck, and by
the end of his four-year run he
had few supporters in town.
Warren Mayor James Founts

hired him to negotiate new con-
tracts with that city’s unions.
Four days into his new job,

Schimmel already had made en-
emies in Warren.
According to a report in the

Macomb Daily, Schimmel was
dubbed “hatchet man” for pro-
posing to lay off 23 Warren po-

lice officers. Schimmel’s key role
was to help Founts downsize
Warren’s government workforce. 
Warren was facing a multi-mil-

lion dollar budget deficit.
u u u

Heads-up parents, you better
keep a close watch on your kids
or be prepared to hand over
some cash.
Hamtramck adopted a

“parental responsibility” law that
many other cities have also en-
acted. Simply put, the law allows
the Police Department to issue
misdemeanor tickets to parents
if their child commits a crime.
That means if your kid is ar-

rested, you will also face a
charge.
The law was introduced by City

Councilmember Cathie Gordon.
It took three months for the
council to finally act on the pro-
posal. Gordon said she intro-
duced it because of the rash of
student fights after school.
“Being a grandmother and

looking at these kids, there’s got
to be something better for them
to do than fighting,” Gordon
said. “We need to send a mes-
sage that this is unacceptable
behavior.”
Parents can face a maximum

penalty of $500 and/or 90 days
in jail. However, the court also
has the discretion to sentence
parents to community service or
counseling.
City Manager Bill Cooper said

the law is a “wake-up call” for
parents who refuse to do their
job.

u u u

For the first time in years, the
words “receivership” and “bank-
ruptcy” were being used to de-
scribe Hamtramck’s financial
future.
Just a year ago, things were

looking rosy for the city, finan-
cially speaking. And then the
economy continued to tank, forc-
ing the state to slash revenue
sharing with cities. To make mat-
ters worse, Detroit reduced the
revenue sharing deal with Ham-
tramck from the GM Poletown
plant by $1 to $2 million.
Oh wait, there was more. Blue

Cross Blue Shield increased
health insurance by 20 percent.
And the city’s four labor unions
said no to a 5-percent salary cut.

u u u

The City Council and city man-
ager held budget work sessions
to figure how to balance this
year’s budget. The phrase “it’s
not a pretty picture” was re-
peated throughout one three-

hour meeting.
Despite several budget work

sessions, the council could not
reach even a bare-majority agree-
ment on where to cut in the
budget and what revenue in-
creases could be included. By
state law, the city had to adopt a
balanced budget for the coming
fiscal year by June 2.

u u u

Hamtramck’s most notorious
bar was once again in the news.
During one recent night, four

men leaving the Shadow Bar
were approached by two men
with guns. The two suspects de-
manded money from the four
men as well as their Cartier
glasses.
One robbery victim was shot in

the leg, but why he was shot is
not clear. The two suspects es-
caped.
None of the four victims

agreed to cooperate with investi-
gators, saying they had “no com-
ment,” according to Detective
Derek Suwalkowski.

JUNE
It looked like the initiative to

restore the grandstands at Vet-
erans Park was beginning to pick
up some steam.
Previously, The Review re-

ported that members of the
community were concerned that
the grandstands may be torn
down as a result of the city’s
new Master Plan and had begun
an effort to save the structure.
After seeing the story, one of our
readers tipped off baseball
writer and historian Gary Gillette,
who then called The Review to
offer his own two cents.
Gillette is a Detroiter and for-

mer columnist for ESPN Insider
who has edited numerous books
on baseball – including the ESPN
Baseball Encyclopedia. He was
heavily involved in the effort to
preserve Tiger Stadium and had
been actively researching the
history of the grandstands at
Veterans Park. What he had to
say was nothing short of his-
toric.
“The fact is that the stadium

is not simply a decrepit old
park,” he said. “It is one of only
five remaining places where
Negro League ballgames were
played.”
According to Gillette, the sta-

dium was built in 1930 and was
home to the Detroit Stars from
1930 to 1931 and the Detroit
Wolves in 1933. 
Unfortunately, the road to re-

ceiving a historic designation is
blocked by a human error. Two
years ago, Gillette discovered
that an oft-repeated mistake had
obscured the history of the sta-
dium. Apparently, at some point
a reference book inaccurately re-
ported that the grandstands
were knocked down to make way
for Keyworth Stadium. After that
“fact” was repeated over and
over, the truth was forgotten to
time.
All that was needed to prove

the case was a photograph. Be-
cause of the erroneous report
that the site was demolished, as
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This week at the library...
Computer Classes for Beginners -

Tuesday, January 4 at 11:30 a.m. Basic
instructions on computer use for begin-
ners will be held on Tuesdays. Number
of participants is limited to available
computers.

Reading and Conversation for ESL Stu-
dents - Tuesday, January 4 at 5:30 p.m.
Jide Aje is the instructor for the reading
and conversation ESL classes.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January
4 at 4 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for
the math club and math tutoring.

Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, Janu-
ary 5 at 3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is
movie day at the library. Come and enjoy
our feature presentation, which includes
popcorn and snacks.

Computer Classes for Intermediate
Users - Thursday, January 6 at 11:30
a.m. Adults with basic computer skills
can enhance their computer literacy
each Thursday at the library. Number of
participants is limited to available com-
puters. 

Winter Teen Club - Thursday, January 6
at 5 p.m. Members of the Teen Club will
make their own "ginger bread buddy" for
the upcoming holiday celebrations (reg-
istration required). Everyone is invited to
join.

Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, Jan-
uary 6 at 4 p.m. Sign up and participate
in Jeopardy games held on Thursdays at
the library. Compete against friends, win
prizes and have fun developing your
knowledge skills.

Meeting of the Library Board - Tues-
day, January 13 at 6 p.m. Regular meet-
ing of the Library Board will be held in
the auditorium. Open to the public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thurs-
day, January 20 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL Pres-
ident Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George
Gorday, invite all members and volun-
teers to participate in the regular
monthly meeting and election meeting of
the FHPL.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

DECEMBER 24, 2010, ST. ALBERTUS 
HISTORIC CHURCH WILL HAVE MIDNIGHT
MASS (PASTERKA) AT 12:00 P.M. 
DOORS OPEN AT 11:00 P.M. 
CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 
OR JEAN 

(313) 664-0257

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

Time to take a stroll back through the year Cont. from page 7

Continued on page 9

Did Hamtramck get soaked for the cost of a splash pad? Read
on.



well as the fact that the Wayne
County Road Commission reno-
vated the site in 1941 using
Workers Progress Administra-
tion money, there was no real
proof that the site is actually
the place where Negro League
games were played. Gillette
said that any picture of the sta-
dium from between 1930 and
1941 would help seal the deal.
“The smoking gun would be a

photo,” he said.
u u u

When many of Hamtramck
public school students returned
to school in the fall, the class-
room experience wasn’t the
same.
Thanks to a multi-million dol-

lar federal stimulus for the pub-
lic schools, most of the
classrooms were to be high-
tech.
In the first phase of the plan,

students in fifth to eighth
grades were to each receive a
mini-notebook computer to use
throughout the day. Teachers
were to also use what’s called
an interactive whiteboard,
which will likely replace chalk-
boards in the near future.
Students would have Internet

access while in school, but that
didn’t mean they could spend
the day on Facebook. Teachers
were able to monitor what stu-
dents were viewing.

u u u

City Councilmember Catrina
Stackpoole gave it one more try
to convince her colleagues to
pass a property tax increase.
And again, it went nowhere.
At a recent council meeting,

Stackpoole proposed raising
the city’s tax rate to the maxi-
mum amount allowed before
voters have to approve of fur-
ther increases.
This time, the tax would have

been earmarked solely to re-
duce the city’s debt. The tax in-
crease would have been 2.3
mills, roughly an extra $65 a
year for the average home-
owner.
The past two attempts to

raise the tax rate also fell on
deaf ears, but at least then she
received a second to her mo-
tion to get the proposal on the
floor for a vote.
This time, she didn’t even get

a second to allow the proposal
to be voted on.
Stackpoole was steamed.
She lashed out at her col-

leagues, saying “this is ab-
solutely absurd.”

u u u

What happens when you own
a bar that attracts the wrong
crowd and gains a reputation
for fights and gunfire?
Go gay.
That’s just what the owners

of the Shadow Bar did. The bar
had become notorious in the
last year after experiencing re-
peated muggings outside the
building and, just recently, the
city’s first homicide of the year.
City officials finally had

enough and were asking state
officials to pull the bar’s li-
cense because it had become
a public menace.
In a move to save the bar –

and a business -- the owners of-
fered to change from an
“urban” format (which is an-
other way of saying a black
clientele) to a gay format. 
Six months later, it’s all good

and safe over at the bar, which
is now called “Ice.”

u u u

Get the champagne bottles
out and let’s have a toast.
Hamtramck’s Historical Com-
mission can now celebrate a
historical moment of its own.
The City Council agreed to

purchase the former Polish Le-
gion of American Veterans Post
1 Hall on Holbrook. 
While the commission could

have theoretically immediately
opened a museum right after
closing the deal, it decided to
wait for renovations. 
The cost of the purchase re-

ceived a huge helping hand
from the state’s Cities of Prom-
ise program, which Hamtramck
belongs to. The state kicked in
$75,000 of the total cost of
$92,000.
Upkeep of the two-story build-

ing will be the responsibility of
the Friends of Historical Ham-
tramck. It’s estimated that the
yearly heating and utility bills
will run about $10,000 a year.

u u u

Been hacking and wheezing a
bit?
Besides battling seasonal al-

lergies during the spring and
summer, Hamtramck residents
faced a more serious health
threat: air pollution.
According to statistics com-

piled by the federal Environmen-
tal Protection Agency of toxic
levels in all of the state’s
postal zip codes (which were
made available through the De-
troit Free Press), Hamtramck
ranked 27th highest.
The zip code 48217, which is

southwest Detroit, had the
worst pollution.
Throughout the previous

decades, Hamtramck faced
high fallout of lead from nearby
factories. Several years ago the
EPA offered free testing at
households near I-75 and re-
placed lawns and shrubs where
high levels of lead were found.
Hamtramck also receives fall-

out from Detroit’s incinerator
as well as the GM Poletown
plant.
In the past, there used to be far

more manufacturing plants oper-
ating nearby. If anything, Ham-
tramck’s air is probably cleaner
that it was decades ago. Still,
there are a significant number of
children in the area who suffer
from asthma, which is believed to
be linked to pollution.

(That’s it for part one of our
year in review. Next week: July
through December.)

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Aries (March 20-April 19):
"We hardly ever make love,"
said Woody Allen in Manhatten,
"only twice a week." Later his
movie wife complains, "He al-
ways wants to make love-like
twice a week!" Appropriate ap-
portioning of resources is this
week's topic of discussion Aries,
but don't let it turn into a Holly-
wood comedy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
"A man," Pam Houston ob-
serves, "desires the satisfaction
of desire; a woman desires the
condition of desiring."  This sim-
ple difference keeps Oprah, Dr.
Phil, and divorce lawyers in busi-
ness. In love matters we want a
different fantasy fulfilled than a
partner does Taurus. That's why
it's best to have two tv's.

Gemini (May 21-June 20):
In his new bio, Andre Agassi
complains that ex-wife Brooke
Shields was more interested in

her own career than in his. The
irony of the complaint seems
lost on him. Don't pull an Agassi
this week Gem, and we'll prove
we know there's more to winning
the game of life than being able
to hit a ball.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Noticing that his cabin had no
curtains or doormat, a neighbor
of Thoreau's offered to provide
them. He declined, saying no
one peeked in his house but sun
and moon, and he'd no time to
shake a mat. Keeping things
simple should be our aim this
week Cancer. Inform the neigh-
bors. 

Leo (July 22-Aug 23):
"What does not benefit the
hive," wrote Marcus Aurelius, "is
of no benefit to the bee." Seeing
another's needs in a new light
will reduce confusion on the
home front Leo, and may even
get us out of a sticky situation.

Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 22): 
"It's a strange world of lan-
guage," said Franklin Jones, "in
which skating on thin ice can get
you into hot water." Taking a vow
of silence would be a good idea
this week Virgo, except that text
messaging is the thing that
seems to get people in the most
trouble these days.

Libra (Sept 22-Oct 23): 
"Exploitation," say the Ferengi,
Star-Trek's race of über-capital-
ist aliens, "begins at home."
That'll change as soon as Green-
peace gets there. We're the sign
of fair play Libra; remember that
when the week brings a chance
to prove it.   

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 22):
"Children are unpredictable,"
notes Franklin Jones. "You never
know what inconsistency they're
going to catch you in next." In
seeking new directions Scorpio,
make sure we've no hidden
agendas. If we do, the kids are
sure to notice. We hate it when
the toddler makes us fess up.

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21):
"Not heaven itself upon the past
has power," penned Dryden. If
heaven can't change the past,
why are we trying to Sadge? Pay-
ing more attention to the present
helps create a past that requires
no tweaking. Arriving where
we're going, rather than where
we've been, is less disorienting
anyway. 

Capricorn (Dec 21-Jan 19):
"You are never given a wish,"
wrote Richard Bach, "without
also being given the power to
make it true." If this sounds like
typical New Age nonsense
Cappy, take comfort in knowing
Bach adds, "We may have to
work for it however." Now that
we know the catch we can stop
worrying that the New Agers
know something we don't--at
least this week, anyway.

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 20):
If Shakespeare had used Twit-
ter, Romeo & Juliet might have
consisted of one sentence: Two
teenagers fall in love, and then
they die. This certainly avoids all
the messy complexities of the
actual play. Avoiding messy com-
plexities is our desire too, Aquar-
ius. Unfortunately our life isn't a
Twitter tweet either, so good
luck with that.

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20):
The map is not the territory, Al
Karzybski famously told us. New
directions in realms of love or
profession would be easier to
launch if we weren't still con-
fused about the old directions
Pisces. Did Davy Crockett have
these problems?

Astrologer Trish Marie first real-
ized the sky is talking in 1996. It
hasn't shut up since. She is based
in SE Michigan and can be
reached at Trishmare7@aol.com.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

VILLA REALTY                  & ASSOCIATES

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-851-1234 • Fax: 248-851-8551

HUD �0;=4140/

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

5028 Eldridge - Detroit - 4 BR, Full Base-
ment, Side Drive & 2 Car Garage $49,900 -
New Price!

3451 Norwalk, Hamtramck- 2 family, 4BR,
fully remodeled, finished basement, block
garage $85,000 - New Price!

2250 Wyandotte-Hamtramck - 2 family,
4BR, full finished basement, 2 car garage
w/driveway $49,900 - New Price!

2650 Whalen - Hamtramck - Fully remod-
eled 2-family, 4BR, Basement $49,900

2932 Hanley, Hamtramck - 4 Bedrooms, Liv-
ing Room, Dining Room $32,000

2348 Norwalk - Full Brick 3 BR, LR, DR, 
Finished Basement, 2 car garage, $79,900.

11429 McDougall-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, living room, dining room, garage, all
furniture & appliances. $24,900 PRICE RE-
DUCED

12026 Charest - Hamtramck - Completely
remodeled, 3 BR, 2 baths, basement
$59,900 - “PRICE REDUCED!”

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. - Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st
floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

5111 Sobieski, Detroit - Fully Remodeled
Single Family Home; 3 BR, finished base-
ment, garage. Land Contract Available
$24,900

2342 Norwalk - 2 BR, LR DR, Fresh Paint
& New Carpeting, Full basement $52,000.

9531 Charest, Hamtramck  - 4 BR, LR, DR,
Full Bsmt, 2 car garage $49,900 SHORT
SALE

3105 Holbrook, Hamtramck - 2-Story,
7,500 sq. ft., Full Brick Commercial Building
w/parking lot. $175,000

2764 Florian - Tri-Level Hamtramck Bar w/
3rd floor party deck and ground floor out-
door patio. All equipment & inventory in-
cluded! Ample city parking across the street.
$295,900

11362 McDougall, Hamtramck -2 family, 4
BR, full basement, garage, all appliances
$45,000. 

$8,000
First-Time

Buyer Tax Credit
$6,500 
For Any

Homebuyer
Dan Rojek, Realtor® 586-997-9900

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Up to
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Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
Leanne@mirealsource.com
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Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
">6=4�"466498��966,;�%;9/>.0;�B��>66�(470�&0,6=9;

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

2413 Florian
Just Reduced $15,000

Large two family with living room, dining
room and basement. Newly remodeled.

New Price $64,899

Looking to do a Short
Sale on your home?

I have a Short Sale Specialist on staff!

For Sale:
2298 Jacob, Hamtramck
2 Family house, oak throughout.

GREAT PRICE! $32,000

Do you constantly find yourself wanting
what others have? Do you struggle with
envy or jealousy? Wanting what we do not
possess is as old as the Garden of Eden. Of
all the fruit in the garden Eve could choose,
she desired the only forbidden fruit. Unfor-
tunately things have not changed much
since that time. As sons and daughters of
Adam and Eve we are constantly longing for
what is not ours. We use the expression,
“The grass is always greener on the other
side.” 

We also like to use the expression “green
with envy” (supposedly coined by William
Shakespeare in his play Othello) to describe
a person who wants desperately what an-
other possesses, so much so that they are
sick, or “green” over it. Envy and jealousy
are, for the most part, synonyms, however
there is a difference. According to Webster
envy is “the painful or resentful awareness
of an advantage enjoyed by another joined
with a desire to possess the same advan-
tage.” Jealousy takes envy a step farther by
adding a degree of hostility toward the one
who possesses what you want. Jealousy not
only says, “I want what they have.” In its
darkest form jealously screams, “I don’t
want them to have what I don’t have.”

The depth to which jealousy will sink is
illustrated in a story found in 1 Kings 3.
Solomon, the wisest king who ever lived,
was approached by two ladies who were

fighting over the same baby. One of the
ladies had accidentally rolled over on her
infant in the middle of the night causing the
child to suffocate. Realizing what had hap-
pened she secretly switched her child for
the baby belonging to a friend who was
staying with her. When the mother of the liv-
ing child awoke she immediately realized
what had happened and asked for her child
back. The other woman refused. The dispute
was so severe that the matter was taken be-
fore King Solomon. Solomon’s solution was
to have the baby cut in half so that each
mother could have a share. While the false
mother was satisfied with the Kings re-
sponse, the true mother was not. To save
the life of the child she quickly agreed to re-
linquish possession of her baby to the other
woman. Recognizing the love of the true
mother Solomon granted her the child.

Envy and jealousy are destructive en-
emies which must be guarded against. The
aforementioned King Solomon penned the
following, “Wrath is a fierce and anger is a
flood, but who can stand against jealousy.”
One can easily see why a prohibition
against jealousy is included in Paul’s de-
scription of love—“Love is patient, love is
kind, and is not jealous…” (1 Corinthians
13:4).  

Jay Searcy, Pastor
Grace Baptist Church
gbchamtramck.org 

Are you searching for answers?

Up to

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Cpt. C. Beale Lampkin II
U.S. ARMY RET, Instructor

Certified Instructor from the NRA
• CPL & Personal Protection Course
• Home Firearm Safety
• Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun
• Eddie Eagle Program

Tel. & Fax 313-758-0348

Come Visit at the BazaarBooth #431Russell Bazaar7500 Chrysler, Detroit
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Candy & Variety Store ~ Something for Everyone

Penny Candy • Chips • Nuts • $1 Nachos
Quality Jewelry under $4

D-Mack-1 Productions
Custom Made T-Shirts • Logos • Business Cards • Flyers 

• Banners • Your Drawings Can Be Used Also!

(313) 467-5907 
ALL AT ONE
LOCATION! 10233 Jos. Campau Bet. Trowbridge & Belmont

MEN’S HAIRCUTS
313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

������������������	�
��
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Trish Astrology
By Ian Perrotta
Review Staffwriter
Three Fridays ago Ham-

tramck High’s soccer team
played its final match of the
season in the Michigan High
School Athletic Association
District Finals against the Fer-
ndale Eagles. 
But after a remarkable Dis-

trict Tournament run that saw
the team outscore their oppo-
nents 14-1, the Cosmos were
narrowly defeated 1-0 by a
golden goal in overtime.

The loss was perhaps the
low point of an otherwise ter-
rific season. The varsity team
finished with an impressive 8-
6-1 record, scoring 53 goals
to their opponents’ 26 -- not
bad for a group of kids barely
old enough to drive.  Top goal
scorer Awad Almaisari con-
tributed 23 goals and racked
up a hat trick in two games.
While the Cosmos played

terrifically this season, next
year promises to be even

Cosmos soccer team outscore 
opponents in exciting season

Continued on page 10

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $99,900 BACK ON MARKET!
3451 Comstock - $37,500 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 NEW!
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3251-53 Yemans - $49,900 NEW!
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $14,900 - NEW!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
11676 Lumpkin - $34,900 NEW!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900 NEW!

Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Mechanic Shop
New Construction:
11489 Dyar - $129,900 - NEW PRICE!Already
built brick 4 bedroom with fireplace, granite coun-
ters, C/A, etc. Also, “To Be Built” homes, pick your
style, carpet & paint colors & upgrades. Hurry!
Four different style options avail. Three, four, and
five bedroom homes avail. Ask Keisha (313) 255-
9500 about $25,000 Grant toward down payment.
“NEZ Zoning” - Huge discount on property taxes,
ask for more information.

Attention Garret vs. City of Hamtramck 
Lawsuit Plaintiffs - Ask Juanita 
(248) 346-6311 about eligibility for 
additional $35K toward the purchase 
of one of these homes.
________________________________
Clinton Township:
19597 Stafford - $34,000 - Bank Owned 
Rochester Hills:

2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 NEW!
Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel - $139,900 NEW!
Sterling Heights
38122 Jamestown - $39,900 SOLD!
SHORT SALE, 3 BR Condo
Warren:
12885 E. Twelve Mile Rd. - $37,500 NEW
PRICE! Bank owned
*26142 Newport - Bank Owned - Coming Soon!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $179,900 NEW! Lake view!   
________________________________
Upcom ing Listings:
Multi-Family Homes:
2327 Botsford
2673 Holmes - (4) units
3210-12 Lehman
9472 McDougall
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units
11708-10 Sobieski
Single Family Homes:

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11915 Fleming, Hamtramck - 2 story sin-
gle family, 4 BR, large yard w/garage.
$26,900- Price Reduced!

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR,
1st floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR condo,
w/appliances & furniture. $19,000 Cash
Only - NEW PRICE!

2060 Norwalk, Hamtramck - “Portage
Garage”- 3 bay auto repair facility, includ-
ing the 2 family home at 2054 Norwalk.
$59,000 - New Price!

7516 Jackson Ave., Warren - 3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths, 2 car garage w/ driveway
$19,900  “Short-Sale”

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR, Base-
ment, Needs Work $19,900 New Price!

2224 Belmont- Hamtramck - Single
family home w/ 2 bedrooms, living
room, dining room, ¼ basement,
garage $29,900

5145 Casmere – Detroit - 3 Bedrooms,
Basement $19,900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - Attention
Investors! 2 well-maintained single-family
homes on one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $29,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield Twp.
“Bank Owned” Detached Condo 3 Bed-
rooms, 1½ baths, 2 car garage, $99,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Completely ren-
ovated with custom designer touches
throughout. 3 BR, built-in appliances, base-
ment, garage. Must see to appreciate.
$79,900 - NEW PRICE!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bedroom, 2-
family home in need of repair. Full base-
ment, garage, $24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3 Bedroom, 1-
½ Bath, Full Brick Ranch. Finished Base-
ment, 2 Car Attached Garage $82,900

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom Income
Bungalow, Living Room, Dining Room, Full
Basement $32,900
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11613 Charest

$99,900
Back on Market!

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

By Ian Perrotta
There was a rare moment of

injustice earlier this month for
the 31st District Court in Ham-
tramck. Longtime employee Joe
Brzezinski passed away sud-
denly of an undiagnosed illness. 
Brzezinski began his tenure at

the 31st District Court in 1992
as a volunteer probation officer.
After three years he was brought
on as an independent contractor,
and in 1998 he was hired as the
chief probation officer. He re-
mained at that position until his
passing on Dec. 8.
While on staff at the court,

Brzezinski furthered his educa-
tion by attending several confer-
ences and classes. He received
numerous certifications and was
an Assessment and Referral
Management Specialist, a Certi-
fied Addictions Counselor and a
Certified Criminal Justice Profes-
sional.
Additionally, Brzezinski was

also a mentor to many, including
students from Oakland Commu-
nity College serving as interns in
the Probation Department. Well-
respected by both them and
their professors, 31st District
Court Judge Paul Paruk said that
one intern actually volunteered
at the court for three-and-a-half

years after her internship be-
cause she thought Brzezinski ‘s
teaching methods were invalu-
able.
“Joe was an exceptional pro-

bation officer and used many of
his talents to help the clients he
serviced,” said Judge Paruk. “He
brought a great deal of under-
standing and patience to his pro-
fession, as well as knowledge,
availability and communication
skills.”
Beyond those that actively

sought out his mentorship were
the countless people whose
lives were touched by Brzezinski
as a probation officer.  Judge
Paruk commended his dedica-
tion to the job, saying that de-
spite the challenges his diverse
group of clients posed, Brzezin-
ski was still quite skilled at com-
municating with them the things
they needed to do to success-
fully complete probation.
“He monitored their progress,

pushing them if he had to, while
being sensitive to the orders of
the court,” said Judge Paruk.
“Joe was particularly keen with
assisting individuals with sub-
stance abuse problems and
helped many people overcome
their addiction.  He often took
them to AA meetings or spon-

sored them into AA.  For his re-
ward, Joe became a role model
to many, many people.”
It was likely his own humanity

that kept him grounded and unas-
suming. Sean Kowalski, a lawyer
who knew Brzezinski through the
court system, remembered that
the first time he met Brzezinski
was during a citywide clean-up.
Kowalski said that at first he didn’t
realize that Brzezinski was actually
the one in charge because Brzezin-
ski was working right alongside the
probates. Kowalski said that it was
those kinds of actions that allowed
Brzezinski to command respect
from those he worked with.
“It would have been real easy

for him to be cynical but he
never got that way. He was al-
ways looking for ways to help
people,” said Kowalski. “He
knew that he was human and
that he had his own failings, and
he could identify with these
guys. And people wanted to do
right by Joe.”
Court employees also remem-

ber Brzezinski fondly, saying that
to them he was part of the fam-
ily. He was known to give nick-
names to everybody, and Court
Administrator Alice Kopecky said
that he was always good for a
corny joke, a statement that

Court Reporter Connie “Corny”
Sacco – Brzezinski ‘s nickname
for her – was quick to back up.
But when asked to describe
Brzezinski, like countless others
it was something she was diffi-
cult to articulate.
“He was like a brother to us,

and a father figure to all his pro-
bationers,” said Sacco. “But –
there are not enough words to
describe him.”
For a man who meant so much

to so many, Sacco’s statement
rings true. There wasn’t a per-
son who knew Joe Brzezinski
who didn’t say that they couldn’t
put into words what kind of a
person Brzezinski actually was.
In the end, Judge Paruk summed
him up with a final judgment.
“He was an important part of

the 31st District Court staff.  His
good nature and sense of humor
was well known among his co-
workers as well as Hamtramck
City Hall employees,” said Judge
Paruk.  “He brightened the lives
of everyone he came into con-
tact with by using stories, humor
or a quick wit.  Joe was commit-
ted to his wife, the City of Ham-
tramck and the 31st District
Court, and will be sorely
missed.”

31st District Court Probate Officer will be missed by allTime to take a stroll back
through the year Cont. from page 8



10 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, December 24 , 2010

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower,
water-heat included, adults
preferred, no pets, $575/
month + $575 deposit, refer-
ences required, 313-874-
1442, leave message. 1/7

Upper 2 Br., new carpet, large
backyard, safe area, appli-
ances + water included,
$500/month plus first
month’s rent for security,
313-301-0594. 1/7

2 Br. lower on Jacob St., new
carpet, freshly painted, very
clean, $500/month, 586-
321-2828. 12/24

Hamtramck, 2 Br., 5-room
flat, lower, seniors or working
couple preferred, no pets,
$500/month + deposit, 586-
294-7111. 1/7

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower,
stove-fridge, no pets, Section
8 OK, $450/month + de-
posit, 313-529-0917. 12/24

Beautifully remodeled 3 Br.
upper ($595/month) and 1
Br. lower ($400/month) + se-
curity deposit, utilities not in-
cluded, Section 8 OK, credit
check, 313-590-1000. 1/7

Hamtramck, 1 Br., utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-632-
5566. 12/24

Hamtramck, 9478 McDougal
St., 2 Br. upper, good condi-
tion, no pets, ask for Doda or
David, 586-722-8963, 586-
978-2363. 1/7

Large 1 Br. upper, studio-
style, dining, kitchen, front
room, ideal for couple or sin-
gle person, $465/month,
586-6872, 586-582-0311.
12/24

Clean upper flat, 11435 Flem-
ing, stove-fridge, washer-dryer,
heat + water included, $550/
month + 1 month security, Kim,
313-682-2928. 1/7

Hamtramck, 3134 Belmont.
2 Br. lower, stove-fridge, call
for appointment, no pets,
586-604-0553. 1/7

Hamtramck, Belmont St.,2 Br.
lower, Wallside windows,
$500/month, clean, 313-
492-8302. 1/7

Hamtramck, 11435 Fleming,
clean upper, stove-fridge,
washer-dryer, heat + water in-
cluded, $550/month + one
month security deposit, Kim,
313-682-2928. 12/31

Hamtramck, 3101-03 Jacob
St., lower 2 Br., large living
room, dining, kitchen, newly re-
modeled, laundry facility in-
cluded, stove-fridge, excellent
condition, 586-497-8810. 12/31

Hamtramck area, upper 2 Br.,
carpet, appliances, full base-
ment, washer-dryer, super
clean, nice + quiet area,
$480/month + $480 secu-
rity, 586-604-0029. 12/24

Hamtramck, 1 Br., utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-632-
5566. 12/24

1 Br. upper, stove - refrigera-
tor, water + heat included,
$400/month + $400 secu-
rity, 586-939-7118. 12/24

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, imme-
diate occupancy, 248-229-
4295, 248-229-4297 12/31

1 Br., all utilities included,
9535 Jos. Campau, $450/
month, call George 248-229-
7503 12/24

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 12/24

Warren, 23507 Peters, 2 Br.,
finished basement, big living
room, air conditioning, fenced
yard, clean, good neighbor-
hood, $625/month + security
deposit, 586-806-4888, 586-
354-8673. 12/31

Single family, 3 Br. two-story,
$650/month + one month
deposit, 313-444-5638. 1/7

3 + 5 Br. single-family house,
with option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 12/24

HAMTRAMCK, 9525 Jos.
Campau, two-story, 45’x100’
brick building with a full base-
ment in the heart of town. El-
evator to all three levels, rent
to own or lease with option to
buy, 248-931-9731. 12/31

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

* Senior Rates available*

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

PLUMBING

10yd, 20yd. 30yd, 40yd, open tops
10, 20, rubberwheel trailers
H Best rates in Michigan H

Volume discounts are applicable 
if you order more than 2-cans per week

Visit us at www.blueskydisposal.com or call 586-612-9003

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC

Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $500

Appliances included 
Section 8 welcome

Nov. Special: 2 Weeks FREE Rent!

Call  586-354-5380
info@leoneservices.com

ATTORNEY

WAYNE COUNTY LAW OFFICES 10211 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

Wayne County Call 313-438-1756
Macomb County Call 586-781-0700
frontczak@comcast.net • Interpreters Available

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

Frank M. Frontczak P 29184

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
Offering 32 years experience in:

• Personal Injury • Criminal • Probate • Traffic 
• Juvenile • Divorce • Real Estate    

Interviews available at home, hospital, clinic or at two office locations

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspaper
shall not be liable for failure to publish
an ad, for a typographic error or errors
in publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

COMMERCIAL BUILDING

FOR SALE OR RENT

• Residential
• Commercial

Call N&D Masonry for all your
home improvement needs.
We specialize in brick, block & stone, cement, 

epoxy floors, chimney & porch repair.

Call Joe at

MASONRY

ROOM 

FOR RENT

CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING

Get Yourself 

NOTICED!

874-2100

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

Hamtramck
Rentals

2 Br. upper, washer-
dryer, remodeled 

and clean
Call Julie at 

(313) 570-4242

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

Deadline for 
classifieds

for next week is
WEDNESDAY at Noon

$15 for one week
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks
(313) 874-2100

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds
Short order cook needed for
Polonia Restaurant 2934 Ye-
mans, Hamtramck. Full-time,
will train, Polish-speaking pre-
ferred, call John 313-505-
3757. 12/24

Get Yourself 

NOTICED!

874-2100

Attention Advertisers:
Please note that our deadline has moved up one day for next week, to
Wednesday,  Dec. 29 at noon, as the paper will hit the streets on Thursday
rather than Friday for this week.   Thank you – The Review.

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 
bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110
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Recycled Treasures12101 Jos. Campau313-826-7157

FRD Pharmacy
9811 Conant

313-871-1115
From Councilman Tom JankowskiFrom Councilman Tom Jankowski

A Very MerryChristmas andHappy New Year!

Christmas Greetings 
and a Healthy, Happy

New Year to All!
FRD Pharmacy
9811 Conant

313-871-1115

Christmas Greetings 
and a Healthy, Happy

New Year to All!

From the
Office of

Community 
and 

Economic 
Development

look for Danny’s new CD in 2011!
facebook.com/danieldwzialo
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Happy 
Holidays

from
Bozek’s Market

3317 Caniff • 313-369-0600

Merry Christmas 
from

Hamtramck Historical 
Commission

c/o 11638 Moran
248-901-2570 (Days)  313-893-5027 (Eves.)

���
���	����
for
hamtramck
school
board

• endorsed by local 257 michigan district council 25
of american federation of state, county & municipal
employees (AFSCME) AFL-CIO

• certification from michigan association of school boards
• board liaison to michigan association of school boards 
• board rep to wayne county - RESA for h.p.s.
• trained for restorative justice - national institute for

restoratve practices graduate school - bethlehem, pa
• board of directors - detroit area agency on aging
• member: hamtramck drug free community coalition

through the piast institute
• degree in education

Paid for by Committee to Elect Hedy Shulgon  2622 Belmont, Hamtramck, MI 48212

re-elect alan shulgon
for hamtramck city council
the best for hamtramck

• al shulgon 
saved the city of hamtramck

$120,000 a year 
on the trash contract

• sixty-three years hamtramck resident

Under Alan’s leadership the 
Hamtramck Housing Commission
went from a troubled rating to
high performer - which is the
highest HUD rating possible.

• alan shulgon helped
save the hamtramck
post office

Paid for by Committee to Elect Alan Shulgon 2622 Belmont, Hamtramck, MI 48212

• brings to the re-election table experience, knowledge
and love of his community

• member: mi municipal league
• chairman: hamtramck housing commission
• investigator for state of michigan
• steering committee member: weed & seed program
• approved the development of the department of

human services new building
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Merry 
Christmas

and a
Happy 

New Year
From Hedy & Alan Shulgon

Finest Food
West of Warsaw

2990 Yemans, Hamtramck
(313) 874-5726

Wishing 
You & Yours 

a Happy Holiday 
Season!

Hours: Mon-Wed 11am-9pm

Thurs-Sat 11am-11pm • Sun 11am-8pm

Finest Food
West of Warsaw

2990 Yemans, Hamtramck
(313) 874-5726

WESOLYCH SWIAT!  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church
OUR 88th ANNIVERSARY

2311 Pulaski Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-5191 Church Hall: 313-365-5070

www.HolyCrossPNCC.com
Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

Christmas Masses: 11:15 - Kolendy - Sing-a-Long
12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass - Pasterka
10:00 a.m. English High Mass

December 26th: 9:00 a.m. Feast of Humble Shepherds
December 27th: 10:00 a.m. Feast of Saint John

Blessing of Wine
~ Serving the Hamtramck Community ~ 11641 Conant

313-893-5633

Happy 

Holidays!

Seasons
Greetings

from Councilperson
Cathie Gordon


