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Merry Christmas every-
one! In the spirit of the sea-
son, that’s Review
Publisher John Ulaj (right)
and Fred Zajdel of the
Housing Commission pos-
ing together.
The photo was from our

office party last Thursday,
and did we ever have a
blast. Thanks to all of you
who came out.
And to our readers: May

this holiday season be a
blessing.

Who said this, and what is
it about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“We walked away 
with the feeling that
something was going 

to work out here.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

12 PIECE CHICKEN Large 1 Topping  Pizza 
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Visit 
Us On:

Monday-Saturday • 4:30am-7:00pm
Sunday • 7:00am-5:00pm

Lunch Specials Daily!
Burek & Soup

$500
Bowl of Chili

$250

Free 
Wi-fi

Shopping Place

12197 Conant
Hamtramck • 313.891.7411
DETROIT’S LARGEST LIQUOR
AND WINE SELECTION

Check Cashing • Payment Center 
• We Accept WIC and Bridge Card

12” ITALIAN
COMBO

$599
Soup/Pop/Chips Included!

12 PACK
CORONA or
HEINEKEN

$1399
+ tax and deposit

BEER

99¢
+ tax

Liquor • Beer • Phone Cards • Western Union • ATM  
• Money Order • Notary Public • Grocreries • Copy & Fax

Many More Gift Sets!

+ tax + tax

750 ML
OPERA PRIMA
PINK MOSCATO

2/$1599
750 ML
MOET
BLACK

2/$6999

Continued on page 2

FREE BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE! with purchase of $100 or more

By Charles Sercombe, Alan Madeleine
and Ian Perrotta
Once again, it’s time for our annual

look back over the year 2011. In this
installment, we take a trip through the
first six months of the year. Enjoy!

JANUARY
The first month of the New Year

started off all business-like.
City Councilmember Kazi Miah (re-

member him?) called for a town hall
meeting to inform the community of
two possibilities to deal with the city’s
financial woes: Apply for a state loan
or file for bankruptcy.
Whoa!

The public came out in droves, and
were they ever vocal about what direc-
tion they want the city to take.
Wanna guess it wasn’t to file for

bankruptcy?
Here’s what the public had

to say:
“I’m not willing to pay any

more taxes.” – Former City
Councilmember Dr. Abdul Al-
gazali, as he denounced the
council and accused them
of not making necessary
cuts and not saving money
for a rainy day.

“These are the people
who run the city. You work

for us.” – Bill Meyer, Executive Director
of the group OneHamtramck LLC, to
the council, as he motioned to those
sitting in the audience.

The year in review: 
2011 was like no other

See Special
Christmas 

Ads
Pages 4-7

Continued on page 2

Christmas
past much
like today
By Greg Kowalski
Christmas 75 years ago was

surprisingly similar to Christ-
mas today.
The world was in a simmer-

ing turmoil, with people looking
at a growing enemy threat over-
seas. And, at home, the nation
was slowly crawling out of the
depths of an economic disas-
ter.
The Great Depression was

worse than anything we have
experienced today, but so
many of the problems of then
still sound similar: Families
losing their homes to foreclo-
sure, people desperately seek-
ing help through public
assistance, and everyone
being concerned about the
high costs of just about every-
thing.
But then, like now, there

were signs of hope. 
The New Deal newspaper on

Dec. 23, 1936, captured the
feeling well with a front page
story under a banner headline:
"Santa All Ready to Give City a
Grand Christmas." 
The story related: "Greater

Hamtramck had to play the
true part of the good sport in a
couple of lean years of the de-
pression. Many of us cheerily
wished everyone we met a
'Merry Christmas' when we
ourselves looked forward to a
depression Christmas. Now we
have come to a time when our
confidence has returned, when
we are all reasonably sure of
the future."
Maybe it was a little too opti-

mistic. In 1936 the Great De-
pression was easing, but far
from over. It wouldn't finally let
go until World War II forcibly
brought it to an end.
But you could hardly fault the

paper and the people for put-
ting on a happy face at Christ-
mas. 
The Great Depression had

been brutal, especially in Ham-
tramck. Most city residents at
the time worked at Dodge
Main, Ford or at the many fac-
tories that fed the auto plants.
Those jobs evaporated when
the auto industry withered in
the Depression. Hamtramck's
unemployment rate in the early



“When I heard the request to
skirt state law and request
bankruptcy instead of first sug-
gesting an emergency financial
manager, honestly, I thought it
was really arrogant and I was
surprised and upset about that.”
– A still-visibly upset Eric Burk-

man, community activist, as he
denounced the policies of those
in charge.
“The city of Hamtramck has

not had a sprinkler system for
about 100 years until now, and
now you want us to pay more
taxes?”  – Former City Coun-

cilmember Kathy Kristy, on ways
that the city has apparently mis-
used discretionary money.
“I’ve recorded lots and lots of

code violations to you and
you’ve ignored me. You stopped
returning my e-mails and I think
you’re liars and I don’t trust that
you’re listening to any of us for
anything.”  — Ramsey Hussain,
irate with the fact that he has in-
vested his life savings in his
house and the city has “crapped
on it for the last five years” by
allegedly failing to enforce build-
ing codes in other structures.
“We sued the city to protect

the rights of the bad guys we
had to lock up. There was no
bathroom. There was no running
water. I used to go to my locker
at work and have to jump over a
puddle of urine.” – Police Officer
Walter Tripp, explaining the rea-
soning behind one of the depart-
ment’s lawsuits against the city.
He also noted that it was the de-
partment’s drug fund that pur-
chased new sprinklers for City
Hall.
“Mr. Cooper, you’ve done a

disservice to our city by going
out and telling the national
media that we need to file for
bankruptcy.” – Local resident
Tim Hanks, on what he believes
are the ramifications of
Cooper’s letter to the state.
“I want to know why is our

overpaid and undereducated
lawyer James Allen not here?”  –
A soon-to-be corrected Tywla
Meyer, who was quickly alerted
by shouts from people in the
crowd that the man in question
was in the back of the gym.
“I come from a small farming

community and now it’s one of
the biggest tourist attractions.
America doesn’t have a cross-
roads (a destination spot for in-
ternational tourists) – what’s
wrong with this city? We’ve got
to attract people to our city. It’s
unique. I think them two girls

who ran the festival should get
involved. I’ve never seen any-
thing like it. They took that festi-
val from nothing and put it on
the map.” – A man who lives on
St. Aubin, providing a sugges-
tion for a way the city can bring
in additional revenue.
“If you can survive the city of

Hamtramck, this is the best
boot camp for you to go out
there and be successful and do
anything you want to do.” – Taha
Alhumdi, program director of the
Hamtramck branch of the Arab
American Chaldean Council
(ACC), on what he tells people is
one of the benefits Hamtramck
has to offer. 
“One of the things that con-

cerns me about Hamtramck is
that sometimes we set up ad-
versarial relationships in how we

work with each other. The
places I see turnarounds hap-
pen are places where historic
enemies realize they have to
work together and become al-
lies instead of attacking each
other.” – Rev. Dan Buttry, on
ways that Hamtramck can work
toward improving not only the

city’s finances but the relation-
ship between the government
and residents.
As it turned out, a bare major-

ity on the council rejected apply-
ing for a $2.5 million loan. As
you might imagine, the city’s fi-
nances remained in the spot-
light in the months to come.
While locals were all up in

arms about the city’s future,
Mayor Karen Majewski was
fending off more ominous in-
quiries. State officials from the

Treasury Department, as well as
the Detroit Free Press editorial
board, were asking her: Is there
any reason why Hamtramck
should continue to exist as an
independent city?
“How do you answer that?”

said Majewski, who is known to
be able to articulate a good sen-
tence on the fly.
It wasn’t so much a loss for

words but a reaction like, how
could anyone think that? For
Hamtramckans, there are too
many reasons to exist as a sep-
arate city. Our long and rich
legacy, for one.
But to some, Hamtramck as a

separate municipality doesn’t
make sense. The unspoken
thinking is: Why not merge Ham-
tramck – and presumably neigh-
boring Highland Park, which is
financially unstable – with De-
troit?
It’s a concept that has been

raised before – and feared by
both city officials and residents.
But, in the past, Hamtramck has
always been able to pull out of
its financial crises. 
Every few years, it seems, a

rumor floats around that Kowal-
ski Sausage, the city’s oldest
employer, is thinking about relo-
cating out of town.
This time, however it was no

mere rumor. The company was
seriously thinking of purchasing
a vacant Sam’s Club in Madison
Heights and moving its opera-
tion there.
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This week at the library...
Inaugural Ceremonies - Sunday, January 1 at

1:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to the Inaugural
Ceremonies of the newly elected members of
the Common Council.

ESL Class with Christine Templing - Saturday,
January 7 at noon. Intermediate ESL class
conducted by Christine Templin, free to the
public.

Computer Classes for Advanced Users -
Tuesday, December 27 at noon. Adults with
basic computer skills can enhance their com-
puter literacy each Tuesday at the library. Num-
ber of participants is limited to available
computers.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, December 27
at 3:30 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the
math club and math tutoring program.

ESL Conversation Group - Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27 at 4:30 p.m. Conversation sessions
with Ms. Trisa for advanced ESL students are
free of charge to Hamtramck residents.

ESL Class with Ms. Templin - Wednesday, De-
cember 28 at noon. Christine Templin is the in-
structor for the ESL class for beginners.
Everyone is invited. Free to the public.

Movies and Popcorn at the Library - Wednes-
day, December 28 at 3:30 p.m. Bring the family
for a night at the movies, including free pop-
corn.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Thursday,
December 29 at noon and 1 p.m. Basic in-
structions on computer use for beginners will
be held on Thursdays. Number of participants
is limited to available computers.

Family Game Night - Thursday, December 29,
at 5 p.m. Join your friends and family mem-
bers in friendly skill and knowledge games.
This month the featured game is BINGO.

ESL News for You - Friday, December 30 at
3:30 p.m. ESL reading and discussion class
with Latisha Edge. Free to the public.

Financial Activists Club - Friday, December
30 at 3:30 p.m. If you want to expand your
knowledge of budgeting and investing, play fi-
nancial literacy games and learn how to grow
your money. Join the club. It is free of charge.

Teen Club Activity - Monday, January 9 at
3:30 p.m. Teens and tweens are invited to join
us in a program celebrating the holidays.

Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, Jan-
uary 12 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Li-
brary Board will be held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,
January 19 at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy
Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday invite all
members and volunteers to participate in the
regular monthly meeting.

Special Thanks to R. Burbach for books;
Shantell Williams for books; Patricia Muszyn-
ski for books; Jacob Plante for books; Joseph
Sernick for children's books; Jennifer Kuziel
for books, printer cartridges & CD's; Helen
Wesolowski for books; Margaret Czarnik for
books and magazines; Norm Andresen for vin-
tage magazines; Joan Barrio for books;
Lawrence Geromin for books; Chris & Shannon
Lowell for Christmas decorations.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

7/8/12
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Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~
Housing 

Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of 
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

1930s was somewhere near
60 percent.
By Christmas 1936, there

were signs that the situation
was improving.
Auto production was up.

Stores were reporting in-
creased sales, and in a back-
wards way even the crime rate
showed things were getting
better. In mid-December, the
police announced they were
assigning a dozen extra offi-
cers to patrol Jos. Campau to
protect against shoplifters and
thieves who stole merchandise
from inside parked cars.
The bottom line was that

people were spending money
again. 

And giving.
Hamtramck had a long repu-

tation for being a caring com-
munity. This was shown again
that year with the annual Good-
fellows newspaper drive. Then,
as now, the Goodfellows sold
newspapers to raise money to
buy gifts for children at Christ-
mas. 
The 1936 Goodfellow drive

saw 15,000 copies sold and
raised $4,500. That was
enough to provide 1,000 gifts
for poor kids
That total included $1,024

in sales generated by Mayor
Rudolph Tenerowicz. 
Tenerowicz, by the way, was

Christmas past much like today
Continued from front page

Continued on page 9

The Kowalski Sausage Co. threatened to close down and
move its operations to Madison Heights. That plan never ma-
terialized, and city officials are still trying to help the plant
relocate here in Hamtramck instead.
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Just think about that: Good-
bye glorious and iconic Kowalski
neon sign!
City officials met with Kowal-

ski but the company insisted it
needed a bigger space to con-
solidate its operation.
But, the deal fell through after

Madison Heights officials de-
clined to offer the company a
tax incentive. Hamtramck offi-

cials, on the other hand, said
they would work with state offi-
cials to come up with a develop-
ment plan to help Kowalski
relocate somewhere in town.
Flash forward to the end of

the year, and we have no idea
where this is heading. Kowalski
officials have not returned
phone calls for several years
now. But hey, no sore feelings
over here. You guys still make
one of the best factory-produced
sausages around.
Walking down the city’s

streets became a little safer.  
After the final installation of

new traffic lights on Caniff was
delayed for months due to a dis-
pute between contractors, the
gaping holes left in the wake of
the disagreement were filled.
However, the work wasn’t fin-
ished just yet.
Because of the winter

weather, the dangerously large –
and deep – holes were filled
with a material called cold
patch, which is an asphalt-like
material that is used when tem-
peratures are too low to allow
concrete to dry.  
When warmer weather re-

turned, the holes were patched
up with concrete.
For about the third time, the

Detroit-based television drama
“Detroit 1-8-7” set up cameras
here in Hamtramck.
The production crew for the

ABC show shot scenes at the
Shadow Bar and, during the
night, more scenes outside on
Jos. Campau.
In previous shoots here,

scenes were shot at Three Star
Bar-B-Cue and at other locations
along Jos. Campau.
It’s unclear whether any Ham-

tramckans were picked to be ex-
tras. There was some spillover
for Maria’s Comida Mex-Asian
Fusion, which was right next-
door to the action.
Actors Michael Imperioli and

Jon Michael Hall ate dinner
there, despite having access to
free catered food. Co-owner

Marie Pronko said they stayed
for over an hour and talked with
the staff, customers and even
Mayor Karen Majewski who just
happened to be there for a busi-
ness meeting.
“They were a great group. We

were thrilled,” Pronko said.
Pronko was especially, ah,

thrilled about hunky, tough guy
Michael Imperioli stopping by. 

“I hoped I would get to see
him. That was a real treat,” she
said.
And in gossipy celebrity re-

porting tradition, here’s what
Michael had to eat: The vegetar-
ian quesadillas. 
Huh? A vegetarian dish? Who

knew?
Hall had the marinated

chicken tacos.
Sadly, the TV series failed to

attract a sizeable audience, and
ABC went on to pull the plug.
Dang, just when we were

ready for our close up.
The jury may still be out on

how good of a councilmember
Mohammed Hassan is, but if he
were ever to become a bar
owner, he would be awful.
Hamtramck police officers, re-

sponding to a break-in, met up
with an upset Hassan who
questioned why the officers took
so long to respond.
He was told officers were tied

up at the Shadow Bar because
of a disturbance there.
Hassan’s response: “Let

them die. Let them die.”
That statement was recorded

by police officers.
We tried to get a comment

from Hassan but instead, had a
pretty weird encounter.
A Review reporter went to

Hassan’s house at 3423 Neibel

for a comment. No one an-
swered the door, and the house
appeared to be vacant, with ad-
vertising circulars stuffed into
the fence and strewn on the
walk leading to the door.
However, Hassan pulled up

near the house, and immedi-
ately asked what business The
Review reporter had. Asked
about the break-in, Hassan or-
dered the reporter to stop ask-
ing questions, and said that he
would not comment.
He confronted the same re-

porter over why he was being
photographed.
“Do you have a problem?” he

asked the reporter.
The reporter: “No, do you?”
The city’s financial woes took

yet another turn by the end of
the month. City officials were
considering whether to “out-
source” police and fire services
as a way to balance the budget.
“We are running out of

choices,” said Mayoral Pro Tem
Catrina Stackpoole about her
proposal to have the city man-
ager look into the matter.
She said this was the last op-

tion left for the city to consider
because a majority of her col-
leagues on council refused to
raise the property tax rate to the
legal limit or apply for an emer-
gency state loan.
Stackpoole also pointed out

that the city’s unions have re-
fused to agree to major contract
concessions.
The city was facing a $3.5 mil-

lion deficit, and City Manager Bill
Cooper had warned that the city
would be broke by mid-March.

FEBRUARY
You know what the funny thing

about winter is here in Michi-
gan? It acts like winter. As in
snowstorms.

Tell that to the TV weather-
casters. The month started off
with a dumping of five inches of
snow. By all the hysteria from
TV weathercasters, you’d think
we suffered a major blizzard.
Here’s a prediction for this

year: TV weather people will con-
tinue to hyperventilate over win-
ter storms.
Hamtramck drivers, could

ease up … a little.
A backlog of traffic tickets led

to putting the brakes on the Po-
lice Department’s overtime traf-
fic patrol program.
City Councilmember Tom

Jankowski called for a suspen-
sion of the program until the
Hamtramck 31st District Court
caught up with tickets that were
pending.
According to the court, tickets

issued in February wouldn’t he
heard until May or June.
The city had a new weapon in

its fight against crime – the Ham-
tramck Neighborhood Patrol. 
Volunteers from the commu-

nity were preparing to patrol the
city in an endeavor to prevent
crimes before they happen. To
maximize their effort, the organ-
ization – which has a mission
“to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of Hamtramck residents,
their property and their homes”
– will be in constant radio con-
tact with the police.
The baseball stadium at Vet-

erans Park is seeking approval,
and so far it’s getting it. 
In late December, the commit-

tee working to save the stadium
received word from the State
Historic Preservation Office that
the preliminary application for
historical designation of the sta-
dium was approved. It’s now
working to complete the final ap-
plication and hopes to have it
completed by the September re-
view board.
Though it was just the first

step toward getting the stadium
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, committee
member and historical preserva-
tionist Rebecca Binno Savage
said that the preliminary appli-
cation was crucial in determin-
ing whether or not the process
would go further. 
“What that means is that the

stadium is eligible for national
designation,” she said. “The

Second Front Page

Alignment
$3999

Winterize Your Car Now!
Radiator
Flush

$4999
Brake
Pads

$4999

Most cars

Most 
vehicles Most cars

$1999
Oil

Change

Most cars

We 
Offer 
FREE 
Drop Off & 
Pick Up Service!

Starting at

Fuel 
System Cleaning
Includes throttle, fuel injectors, fuel lines, intake and valves.

$9999
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n Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

n Veneers & White 
Fillings

n Surgical Removal of
Wisdom Teeth

n Crowns & Bridges
n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, 
Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
Please Visit our Website
www.dentistsamibilani.com
for the Weekly Dental Nutrition Blog

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri
10am-7pm  
Wed, Sat 
10am-2pm

NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
(Zoom) Call 
for Details!

Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor

313-365-5191 • www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Sunday English Holy Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Soup Kitchen 2nd Sat. of the Month 2-4 p.m.
December 24 Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
December 25 Christmas Day Mass 9 a.m.

February 18Polish Dinner 4-7 p.m. w/Kevin Solecki
— Everyone is Welcome to Worship with US —

Your Invitation to the 
Finest Polish Restaurant In Town!

Hamtramck • 2934 Yemans • 313-873-8432

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

We thank you for
your patronage

and look forward
to seeing you in
the New Year!

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year - health, happiness and prosperity.

Pastor Fr. Bogdan Milosz and Parish Staff
Christmas Season 2011

3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • 313-891-1520
Email:qofaparish@aol.com • www.queenofapostlesparish.org

Thursday, December 8 – Immaculate Conception ..................................8:30 am, 7:00 pm
Saturday, December 10 – Communal Confessions ..............................................11:00 am
Healing Mass  - Filarets Female Choir – Dir. Bob Barnhart....................................4:00 pm
Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Vigil – Family Mass ……………………………4:00 pm
Solemn Midnight Mass ....................................................................................12:00 am
Celebrated in English and Polish - (Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols at 11:30 pm)
Sunday, December 25 -- Christmas Day

Mass in Polish ............................................................................................10:00 am
Mass in English ........................................................................................12:00 noon

Saturday, December 31 – New Years Eve Exposition of Blessed Sacrament............4:00 pm
Sunday, January 1, 2012 -  Blessed Virgin Mary ............10:00 am Polish , 4:00 pm English
Sunday, January 8, 2012 – Epiphany of the Lord - 
Chalk and Incense available ..................................8:30 am, 10:00 am Polish, 12:00 Noon

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

The year in review: 2011 was like  no other Cont. from page 2

A winter blast dumped several inches of snow in the metro
area in February. Hey, what are you going to do? It’s winter.

City Councilmember Mohammed Hassan glares at a Review
reporter.
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Have a Happy Holiday 
and a prosperous New Year

Your friends at the 
Hamtramck Recreation Department

Putting your millage dollars to work every season.

Board of Education Elizabeth Zw
olak - Presi

dent, Yvonne

Myrick - Vice Presiden
t, Hedy Shulgo

n - Secretar
y, Dennis

Puchalski -
 Treasurer, 

Jerome Balcerzak - T
rustee, 

Titus Walters - Tru
stee.

Happy 

Holidays
From Everyone at FRD Pharmacy

9811 Conant at Evaline
Just North of Holbrook

871-1115 • www.sav-mor.com
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Happy 
Holidays

from

3317 Caniff
313-369-0600

From Councilman Tom Jankowski

8045 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48214

Telephone: (313) 821-3525
Fax: (313) 821-3544

www.AmbassadorHCC.com

9400 Conant
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Telephone: (313) 874-4500
Fax: (313) 664-1050

www.OlympiaGroupllc.com

Wishing you the Very 
Best for a Safe 

Holiday Season.
Michael and Christine 

Wilk & Family

Jurkiewicz & Wilk
Funeral Home

2396 Caniff • 313-365-9600
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Henry Ford Medical Center - Hamtramck
9100 Brombach

Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 972-9000

Accepting most insurance plans, including:

The doctors and staff at 
Henry Ford Medical Center - 
Hamtramck wish you a safe 
and happy holiday season.

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Henry Ford Medical Center - Hamtramck
Brombach00 19

MI Hamtramck, 

972-900013) (3

ccepting most insurance plans, including:A

 
 
 

Henry Ford Medical Center - Hamtramck
Brombach

12482

972-9000

ccepting most insurance plans, including:

2942 Evaline St. • 313-872-9016
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www.polartcenter.com

Polish Art Center
9539 Joseph Campau, 

Hamtramck, MI 48212
1.888.619.9771 toll free
Open 9:30 am - 6:00 pm

Sunday 11:00 am- 3:00 pm

Witamy! 
Whether you’re shopping for that 

special gift or just looking for a unique 
destination to bring the family, visit the 
Polish Art Center to experience a bit of 

Poland in Downtown Hamtramck!

Polish Stoneware
Pierogi Soap

Amber Jewelry
And More...

Polish Art Center
Treasury of Polish Heritage

www.hroyalkabob.com
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word eligible is an important
designation on its own, because
it means that if a developer
wants to do any work on the sta-
dium, it must first be studied.”
Hamtramck’s first murder of

the year occurred in what you’d
think would be the most unlikely
place: The Hamtramck Senior
Plaza apartments.
Police say 27-year-old Ben-

jamin Jarvis beat to death Na-
talie Ward, 40, when she
refused to give him money so he
could buy drugs.
Jarvis took her money and her

car, but returned a day later and
left an apology letter. Police
were able to identify Jarvis
thanks to security cameras.
Detroit was not exactly whip-

ping out a checkbook, but there
was a good sign that Ham-
tramck’s tax dispute with the
city would be settled in the near
future.
Hamtramck was suing Detroit

for property tax revenue it
shares from the GM Poletown
plant, which straddles both
cities. Detroit said it had over-
paid Hamtramck $7 million over
several years.

Both sides had just met in
Lansing, under the eye of state
Treasury Department officials,
who were trying to mediate a
settlement. Hamtramck was
about to run out of money by
mid-March if Detroit didn’t begin
making payments.
According to Hamtramck City

Manager Bill Cooper, the meet-
ing went well.
“We walked away with the feel-

ing that something was going to
work out here,” Cooper said.
Normally, Hamtramck receives

upwards of $2 million a year
from Detroit.
Cooper said that even if De-

troit makes a payment soon, it’s
likely the city would still need to
take an emergency loan from
the state to meet employee pay-
rolls and pay contractors. City
Councilmembers finally agreed
to apply for a $2.6 million loan
with an interest rate of less than
1 percent a year.
Cooper said the city could im-

mediately pay back the loan if
Detroit came through with a sig-
nificant payment.
A series of bad loans finally

caught up with Hamtramck’s

last remaining independent
bank.
Federal regulators closed

down Peoples State Bank and
announced that First Michigan

Bank out of Troy was taking over
People’s assets and deposits.
Peoples, located on Jos. Cam-

pau at Holbrook, had been
struggling in recent years to stay
afloat, and in the past year had
been ordered by the FDIC to
merge with another bank. Those
in charge of People’s had told
this newspaper that a number of
loans had defaulted in recent
times, causing severe damage
to the bank’s assets.
As the saga of Peoples wors-

ened in recent months, a num-
ber of customers pulled their
money from the bank, further
sinking it.
Peoples had been in business

for 102 years, starting out here
in Hamtramck. The bank fo-
cused on the needs of recent
immigrants, and for most of its
history had only one branch.
Months of surveillance paid

off for Hamtramck police inves-
tigators – and for residents as
well.
In the last three weeks, inves-

tigators busted two break-in
crews that were believed to be
responsible for dozens of home
break-ins. All it took was some
old school police work and a lit-
tle overtime pay.
In total, seven men were ar-

rested.

MARCH
March is usually known for the

annual “Hamtramck Blowout,”
but it just so happened that
Paczki Day got thrown into the
mix as well.
Thousands of visitors came to

town, partied hard, and lived to
tell about it. If there is one thing
Hamtramck knows how to do,
it’s hosting a party.
The Republican majority in

Lansing flexed its muscle and
approved new powers for state-
appointed emergency financial
managers. The managers were
given the authority to rip up
union contracts.
That move quickly reverber-

ated around the state among
voters who all of a sudden ex-
pressed buyer’s remorse, so to
speak, about the Republican
majority they just voted in.
As of this writing, the new

powers of emergency managers
are being challenged by voters.
Here’s a first. In all 27 years

that the TV quiz show, Jeopardy,
has been on the air, not one
Hamtramckan was on it.

Well, Hamtramck was finally
represented with the appear-
ance  of Harley Savage.
“It’s a once-in-a-life time op-

portunity because once you’ve

been on you can’t go back,” Sav-
age said about his experience.
“It’s almost bittersweet though.
It was exciting but I know I won’t

be coming back.”
Starting in March, the police

department’s traffic patrol pro-
gram was halted because over-
time money dried up. The
department had already burned
through $250,000.
The city council decided to put

the brakes on to the overtime
patrol until a plan for funding the
program was finalized.
Hamtramck’s finances re-

ceived a major boost this
month.
City officials signed off on an

agreement with Detroit to re-
solve a dispute over how much
tax revenue should be shared
from the GM Poletown plant.
The dispute arose two years
ago. Detroit officials abruptly
stopped making payments to
Hamtramck, which severely
threatened the financial sol-
vency of the city.
Detroit agreed to hand over

$3.2 million and to continue the
revenue sharing plan that was

worked out in 1986. That
means Hamtramck will receive
at least $1.4 million a year.
Hamtramck, in return, had to

hand over $3.2 million it was
holding in escrow in lieu of pay-
ing water and sewerage service
fees owed to Detroit until the
dispute was settled.
If you didn’t know any better,

you might think that the funeral
home business in Hamtramck
was, well, dying.
Over the past several years,

some of the well-known funeral
homes in the area had ceased
to exist.  Miller, Orlowski and
Frontczak are among the promi-
nent names no longer operating
in Hamtramck, or at all in the
trade.
Mike Wilk, of Jurkiewicz & Wilk

Funeral Home, said he pur-
chased the former Jurkiewicz
and Sons business in 1975. A
licensed director for 44 years,
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• Appliances
• Clothing
• Jewelry
• Plants
• Computers
• Arts & Crafts
• Beauty Shop
• Barber Shop
• Dollar Store

• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Unique Clothing
• Candy Store
• and so much
more!

I-
7
5

Clay

1600 Clay St.
Building #3

email: therussell_bazaar@ymail.com

Open Friday-Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 11am-6pm

Discount Rates to
New Merchants -
Space Available!

WESOLYCH SWIAT!  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church
OUR 89th ANNIVERSARY

2311 Pulaski Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-5191 Church Hall: 313-365-5070

www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor
Christmas Masses: 11:15 - Kolendy - Sing-a-Long

12:00 a.m. Midnight Mass - Pasterka
9:00 a.m. English High Mass

December 26th: 10:00 a.m. Feast of of Stephen
December 27th: 10:00 a.m. Feast of Saint John

Blessing of Wine

~ Serving the Hamtramck Community ~

BEST PolishFood in Town!

BEST Polish
Food 

in Town!

The year in review: 2011 was like  no other Continued from page 3 

Continued on page 10

Help Wanted - Income Tax Supervisor
Income tax supervisor, City of Hamtramck, oversees tax processing

and collection of municipal income tax withholding, filings and delin-
quent actions. Compensation $40,000-$50,000, closing date
1/10/2012. Fill out the application for employment and submit it to
human resource department by mail: 

City of Hamtramck Human Resource Department
3401 Evaline Ave., Hamtramck, MI, 48212

Email resume and letter of interest to ckumpula@hamtramckcity.com.
Full job description www.hamtramck.us/humanresources.

Equal Employment Opportunity 
The city practices nondiscrimination and discourages and prohibits discrimination against any

person in recruitment, examination, appointment, training, promotion, retention, discipline or any
other aspect of personnel administration because of political opinions or affiliation or because of
race, religion, color, ethnic origin, marital status, height, weight, arrest record, disability or other
nonmerit factors discrimination on the basis of age, gender or physical disability is prohibited ex-
cept where specific age, gender or physical requirements constitute a bona fide occupation qual-
ification necessary to proper and efficient administration or where state or federal law specify a
minimum age. 

After being in business for 102 years, one too many bad
loans finally caught up with Peoples State Bank. The bank
closed down and was taken over by another financial insti-
tution. It is now named Talmer Bank and Trust.



in the midst of a personal
scandal, and the New Deal
issue that carried the report of
his stellar Goodfellow perform-
ance also carried the lurid de-
tails of his messy and
scandalous divorce.
But this was the season of

giving, not gossip, and most at-
tention was focused on the
holidays. 
The New Deal itself was

bursting with Christmas ads.
Brawer's  dime store adver-
tised "Gifts for Women"
(sheepskin slippers - $1.98);
"Gifts for Men" (genuine
leather belts - 50 cents); "Gifts
for Home" (bathroom scales -
$2.50); "Gifts for Boys" (cow-
boy suit with genuine leather
chaps - $1.98); "Gifts for Girls
(manicure sets - 25 cents);
"Gifts for Girlfriend" (5-pound
box of chocolates - 97 cents);
"Gifts for Boyfriend (spats - 79
cents).
Incidentally, dill pickles were

13 cents a jar.
All over town, clubs and

groups were holding parties.
The Junior Study Club, the Met-
ropolitan Ladies Auxiliary, Tau
Beta and many other organiza-
tions were getting into the
Christmas spirit with parties,
usually held to raise money for
the needy.
Most folks went to midnight

Mass on Christmas Eve, or to
services on Christmas Day.
After that, they spent the day
pretty much as we will this
year.
Leona Pilaski's "Across the

Table" social column related
that "Mr. and Mrs. William
Beltz will spend the day at their

own home on Hewitt Ave., play-
ing Santa to their two sons,
Freddie and Billy. Not that ei-
ther of them believe in him.
Later in the day they will visit
Mrs. Beltz's mother."
Sound familiar?

Enjoy your Christmas today -
- just like they did then.

Greg Kowalski is chairman of
the Hamtramck Historical Com-
mission.

The Michigan Legislature
passed a bill concerning bullying
behavior in Michigan schools.

Consistent with this bill, we are
asking that parents/ guardians im-
mediately inform school personnel
(e.g., your child’s teacher, adminis-
trator) of suspected bullying be-
havior directed against your child
or another child. 
The bill defines “bullying” as any

repeated overt acts by a student
or group of students directed
against another student with the
intent to ridicule, humiliate, harass
or intimidate the other student
while on school grounds (including
on transportation vehicles) or at
school activities. 
You may formally notify the

school personnel (in writing) or
feel free to call either your child’s

teacher or administrator. 
It is also important for you to

know that, consistent with this bill
your child may anonymously report
acts of bullying to our teachers,
other educational personnel (e.g.,
school social worker, Restorative
Practices Coordinator) and/or ad-
ministrators. 
When possible, please encour-

age your son/daughter to make
such reports if they have been bul-
lied or if they have witnessed an-
other student being bullied.
Bullying behavior is prohibited by
our student discipline code of con-
duct and may lead to disciplinary
action, including suspension from
school (or in more severe cases,
expulsion by your child’s school
district). 
We are aware that incidents of

bullying are rarely committed in
view of supervising adults. 
Victims are most vulnerable in

situations beyond the eyes of
staff, such as the playground,
buses, restrooms, and bus stops.
The most likely adult to be in-
formed by a victim is the parent.
Parents are often reluctant to in-
form the school due to the stu-
dent’s fear of repercussions. 
Without parent input, the school

personnel will be uninformed and
unable to intervene to stop this
behavior. 
It is vital that school staff and

parents continue to work together
to protect the safe environment of
our school programs. 

Tom Niczay, Superintendent
Hamtramck Public Schools

Good job … A big tip of
the hat goes out to the
Hamtramck police force for
their generosity this holiday
season.
Officers and detectives

handed out free sand-
wiches at the Col. Ham-
tramck Housing project last
week to needy families.
Also pitching in for the do-
nation was Hamtramck’s
18th Street Deli.
On Wednesday, the de-

partment distributed food
baskets to more needy
folks here in town.
There are still many other

residents who could use a
helping hand. We should
all  take a cue from our

men and women in blue
and help out a neighbor or
two who are experiencing

hard times.
Remember, this is the

season of giving.
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Letter from the

Publisher
By John Ulaj

Review: Opinion Page
Letters • Letters 

This is a week to count our
blessings, and Hamtramck
certainly has a lot to be
thankful for.
We are a city that is still

surviving, and despite a
growing rift in City Hall, our
future remains optimistic.
But it’s going to take a lot

of work in the coming year.
We wish the new City Coun-
cil good luck in 2012 be-
cause one of its immediate
chores is to figure out how
to avoid going into deficit

spending.
Without a doubt, the com-

ing year is going to be a
tremendous challenge. 
Many residents here have

also been struggling to
make ends meet. The econ-
omy has been stubbornly re-
sisted turning around. Yet
we hang on.
We wonder, as a city and a

nation, how much longer can
people hold out? More and
more folks are losing their
homes in the metro region,

and more and more families
are finding themselves
homeless.
Our heart goes out to

those who are facing hard-
ship. 
This may not be the best

Christmas season for many,
but we have faith in Ham-
tramck residents being there
for each other.
Let’s all say a little prayer

for a better new year.

The year ahead presents a
number of challenges to overcome

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31st

Pot Luck - Bring a Dish
Thank you for another successful year

collecting for TOYS for TOTS!

Lions and Red Wings Drink Specials
Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every Fri & Sat Night 9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events
No December Breakfast - Will Resume in January

It is vital that parents become involved
in stopping bullying

What an intriguing year this
has been!
I wanted to thank all the

wonderful folks of Ham-
tramck for their generous
support of, and loyalty to, The
Review newspapers, and for
helping us through to another
successful year.
Thanks also to everyone

who attended The Review
Christmas party. What a great
time we had! While many peo-
ple mentioned the warm and
festive ambience, in truth, it
was these wonderful people
themselves that made this
occasion as special as it
was: an event of fellowship
and good cheer.
Afterwards, however, as I

drove past City Hall, to my as-
tonishment, there was no dis-
play of Christmas lights
anywhere to be seen.
Let’s give the administra-

tion the benefit of the doubt.
Perhaps this is an oversight,
or maybe political correct-
ness plays a role. Or maybe
they are pleading poverty –
certainly, a common theme in
town lately. 
As the publisher of The Re-

view, I will always emphasize
– especially during the Christ-
mas season – the impor-
tance of Christmas, and
God’s love for the world, as

important to me. I will always
declare the glory of God as
evident in Christ Jesus, and
the wondrous grace he has
bestowed upon the Earth.
In the Gospel of Luke, there

is mention of a baby
“wrapped in swaddling
clothes, and laid… in a
manger” (2:7). “Fear not,”
the Angel of the Lord said, “I
bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born
this day… a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord” (2:10-11).
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will
toward men” (2:14).
Many people feel both com-

fort and a kind of youthful
ebullience during this sea-
son, as it takes us back to
our own childhoods.
As adults, we can definitely

learn a great deal from chil-
dren. When a child makes ir-
rational demands, exhibits
irresponsible behavior or the
like, we call them childish. All
the while, atrocities such as
wars, extreme corporate
greed, and violent political
revolutions continue across
the globe. And who are the re-
sponsible parties for these
atrocities? ADULTS. Adults,
behaving much worse than
most any child could ever

fathom.
Children, left to grow natu-

rally, tend to see the world
with hope and optimism.
Their imaginations know few
bounds. If you observe chil-
dren at play, you can often
see that they don’t care what
color or race, creed, national-
ity, religion, etc., their play-
mates are – unless they’ve
learned it from being around
adults. No, in general they
simply want to run, and laugh,
and tumble about in their
play. This is their truest inno-
cence. How many of us love
the classic Peanuts Christ-
mas special, with its joyful
music and simple message?
When Christmas makes

many of us long for childhood
again, perhaps part of what
we are really longing for is
this kind of innocence –
open, warm and giving hearts
filled with a joy and compas-
sion like that of Jesus Christ,
and the Lord:  “For God so
loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have
Everlasting Life.” (John 3:16)
Merry Christmas, and a

wonderful New Year to you
and yours.

Christmas – like being a child again

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Christmas past much like today
Continued from page 2

Hamtramck police officers and detectives handed out food
baskets to needy residents in town on Wednesday, including
Frances Zajic (right) from the Senior Plaza.



born and raised here in town, he
says the business is much
changed.
“They (people) have a ten-

dency to want different things,”
he said, a sentiment that was
echoed virtually across the
board by all the remaining direc-
tors.
For one, there has been a

strong turn away from sitting fu-
nerals and formal body view-
ings, to cremations, often on the
same day of death, according to
Dave Krot, of Krot Funeral
Home. He said that a certain
segment of the population
seems to have also, perhaps,

lost a modicum of respect for
the process, as well.
As with many professions, and

in so many cities, the animal
called change keeps the players
on their toes.  Even in this case
— where those toes may come
with a tag.
The housing market may have

been in the toilet, but you would-
n’t know it by looking around
Hamtramck.
The city began a massive

housing development project
that will eventually fill up almost
every empty lot as well as refur-
bish a number of existing
houses.
Thanks to a $15 million grant

from the Obama administration,

Hamtramck was able to fund the
building or rehabbing of 104
houses. The development is still
going full speed ahead.
For a brief period, Hamtramck

was without building and housing
code inspectors.
Hamtramck’s City Council was

forced to eliminate the budget for
inspectors because of the city’s
financial crisis. But then the city’s
Community and Economic Devel-
opment Department came up
with a way to save the program,
and possibly even reinvent it.
Thanks to a federal grant the

city receives every year for com-
munity development projects, a
supervisor and two part-time in-
spectors were put back on the

job.
Jason Friedmann, the director

of the Economic Development
Department, said inspectors will
first focus on the commercial dis-
trict. 
“We don’t want to give people

tickets, we want them to comply,”
Friedmann said.
Inspectors also focused on

residential areas, particularly rub-
bish in the alleys.
While other neighboring com-

munities hemorrhaged people in
the last 10 years, Hamtramck’s
population remained fairly sta-
ble.
According to the Census Bu-

reau, Hamtramck’s 2010 popu-
lation head count revealed a

loss of a little over 500 people
since the last Census count in
2000.
Compared to Detroit, which

lost 25 percent of its residents,
and Highland Park, which re-
ported a drop of 29 percent
(from 16,746 to 11,776), Ham-
tramck weathered a very rocky
10-year period.
Hamtramck’s official popula-

tion now numbers at 22,423. 
In 2000, the number of resi-

dents was 22,976. That was a
loss of 2.4 percent, which sur-
prised some since the Census
Bureau had estimated in 2009
a loss of almost 3,000 people,
based on a sample taken.

10 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, December 23, 2011

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank
owned properties, 

short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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      Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
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 Eagles. 
But after a remarkable Dis-

trict Tournament run that saw
the team outscore their oppo-
nents 14-1, the Cosmos were
narrowly defeated 1-0 by a
golden goal in overtime.

The loss was perhaps the
low point of an otherwise ter-
rific season. The varsity team
finished with an impressive 8-
6-1 record, scoring 53 goals
to their opponents’ 26 -- not
bad for a group of kids barely
old enough to drive.  Top goal
scorer Awad Almaisari con-
tributed 23 goals and racked
up a hat trick in two games.
While the Cosmos played

terrifically this season, next
year promises to be even

Cosmos soccer team outscore 
opponents in exciting season

Continued on page 10

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

25144 Roan - Warren - 3 BR brick Ranch,
full finished basement, 2 1/2 car
garage.$59,900

2344 Pulaski, Hamtramck - 3BR, Base-
ment, 2-Car Garage. $25,900

11622 Hovey, Warren - 3 BR Brick Ranch,
Finished Basement, 2-Car Garage.
$59,900

4511 Sobieski, Detroit - Two-Family Bun-
galow, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Basement
$21,000

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

BAR FOR SALE • $148,000
Includes everything. 9735 Conant, Bar in turn-key operation. 
Excellent location. Asking $148,000 Includes liquor license.

Continued on page 11

Century 21
Town & Country
Single Family Homes
12134 Charest - $13,900NEW PRICE!
9632 Dequindre - $18,500

Macomb Township:
17381 Beacham - $136,040 

Warren:
30010 Warner - $99,900 - NEW
PRICE!

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

leanneconger@gmail.com
WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM

Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on
these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

2412 Pulaski
New Price!

$39,900
Multi-Family Homes:
3333 Holbrook - $67,900 NEW PRICE!
4-2 bedroom units. Land Contract available 

2276 Evaline - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
11429 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
Single Family Homes
11430 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
2412 Pulaski - $39,900 NEW PRICE!
11708 Sobieski - $59,900 NEW!
11750 Sobieski - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
11508 Nagel - $7,800 NEW PRICE!
247 Chalmers - $27,900 NEW!
9801 Dequindre - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
4499 Sobieski - $18,900 NEW PRICE!
9515 Conant, $9,900 NEW!
Rooming House
9316 Dubois - $79,900 NEW!
Royal Oak:
2824 Ardmore - $49,900 PENDING!
2939 Woodslee Dr. $159,900 PENDING!
2931 Rochester Rd. $119,900 

Almont 
307 Cherry - $39,900 PENDING!
553 Johnson - $34,900 PENDING!
Detroit
3849 Gaylord - $14,900 NEW!
Dryden
5051 Country Squire - $42,570 PENDING!
Harper Woods
18556 Elkhart - $15,500 PENDING!
Highland Park
20171 Derby - $12,900 NEW PRICE!
Hazel Park
1001 Woodward Hgts. - $29,900 NEW!
Warren
11003 Ford Ave. - $29,900 NEW! Short sale
32675 Shawn - $60,000 PENDING!
Washington Twp.
7335 Smale - $94,900 NEW!
Upcoming Listings
46337 Bentley, Macomb
41365 Clair Pointe, Harrison Twp.
5383 Timberwick, Dryden

Diamond
Realty & Associates

Office (810) 375-2500
Cell (586) 214-4663

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

20%
OFF
Any Service 
Over $1,000

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FREE
Consultation 

& Exam
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Multi-
Languages 
Spoken!

FREE
Teeth Whitening

Syringes
With your take-home

bleaching set.
New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FinancingAvailable

Voted
#1

Dentist!

— Welcoming All New Patients —

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL – HOUSING 
COUNSELING SERVICES
The City of Hamtramck is soliciting qualifications from

Professional Housing Counseling Agencies/Firms for assis-
tance with prospective home buyers for properties that are
being redeveloped as part of the Neighborhood Stabiliza-
tion Program 2 (NSP2) housing development initiative.  The
City of Hamtramck anticipates up to 39 homes to be
built/renovated with NSP2 funds and sold to eligible buyers
who have successfully completed 8-hours of housing coun-
seling.  The City of Hamtramck anticipates housing coun-
seling services will be needed for up to 150
individuals/households as a result of this RFP.  Please visit
www.hamtramckcity.com or call 313-588-6358 to obtain
the RFP in its entirety. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Thursday, January 5, 2012 
by 4 p.m.

SUBMIT TO: City of Hamtramck Clerk’s Office
Attn: Jason Friedmann
3401 Evaline
Hamtramck, MI 48212

The year in review: 2011 was like  no other Continued from page 8

Mike Wilk is one of three sur-
viving funeral home directors
in Hamtramck. The city once
boasted of several funeral
homes, but that business has
been slowly dying for the past
few years.



Upper 2 Br., 3226 Evaline,
no more than two people, no
pets.  586-264-0493.  12/30

Hamtramck/Detroit, 2-3 Br.
super clean, nice area, no
pets, 586-634-2502.  12/30

Beautifully remodeled 2 Br.
upper, security deposit, Sec-
tion 8 ok, credit check,
$500/mo.  Beautifully remod-
eled 1 Br. upper, $350/mo.
313-590-1000.  1/13 

Lower 2 Br., living rm., dining
rm., kitchen, basement.
13100 Bloom St., Detroit/
Hamtramck border.  Water
incl., tenant pays all other
utilities. $550/mo.  313-
804-4590. 12/30

3 Rm., furnished, utilities in-
cluded, $450/mo. 3019 E.
8 Mile Rd. Warren.  586-
758-4777.  12/23

Apt. in rear of building, be-
hind bar, $500/month +
$500 security, no pets,
water and heat included, call
10 a.m.-3 p.m., 313-872-
5018.  12/23

Lower, 2 Br., clean, senior
citizen or couple preferred.
$550/mo., + deposit.  313-
580-3771, 313-871-0189.
1/6 

Hamtramck upper, 3 Br.,
$525/mo. + security dep.,
ref. required.  313- 801-
4001.  12/23

4 Br. upper, heart of Ham-
tramck, 9443 Charest, good
neighborhood bet. Holbrook
and Evaline.  Nice and
clean, large kitchen, large re-
modeled ceramic tile bath-
room, clean attic, stove &
fridge, $615 with heat &
water plus security or $500
w/o heat & water.  586-806-
4886 p.m. or 586-285-
1865 a.m.   12/23 

Upper flat for rent, Ham-
tramck, move-in ready,
stove, fridge,  washer &
dryer, water & heat included,
$575 plus security.  313
682-2928.  12/23 

Hamtramck, 1 Br., all utili-
ties incl., no pets.  586-
438-9999.  12/23

Hamtramck 2 Br. water in-
cluded, $450 & sec. dep. ,
immed. occupancy.   Warren
condo, 9 Mi. and Hoover,
2Br., 1½ bath, heat & water
included, $750 & dep.,
immed. occupancy. 313-
712-6021.  12/23

9512 Charest, 2305
Poland, prefer Section 8, ap-
pliances included, 313-712-
8347. 1/6

13645 Justine, 6 Mile and
Davison.  3 Br., back porch,
no basement.  $475/mo,
$500 security deposit,  you
pay all utilities 586-925-
2037. 12/30

Hamtramck 2 Br. house,
with appliances, $500/mo.
+ deposit, no pets.  586-
864-4539.  1/13

3158 Jacob, great three-unit
property, live in one, rent out
the other and create an in-
come, all appliances and
some furniture stays, two
units occupied.  $19,900 or
best offer.  810-395-1751.
12/23

Commercial building/office,
3000 sq. ft., LC terms, on
Caniff near post office,
$88,000.  586-904-6845.
1/13
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HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING
FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

ROOFING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

SIDING

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds
11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

BUILDERS AND REMODELING

Father and Sons, Honest and Dependable.
Small or Large Jobs. 

Painting • Plaster Repair • Carpentry • Electric • Plumbing 
Landscaping • Moving/Hauling • Power Washing

— FOR FREE ESTIMATE —
Call Chris 313.408.1166

We also
speak
Polish!

Licensed
Insured

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  
State License #8106883

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

Your Ad
Here!
(313) 

874-2100

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100

HELP WANTED
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LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
VACANCIES AVAILABLE:
• 3 bedroom flats starting at $500
— DECEMBER SPECIAL —
• 2 bedroom flats starting at $425
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

PAINTING

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY OWNER

8/31/12

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING FOR SALE

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

Hamtramckrentals.com 

Two electric dryers
for sale, 1 Whirlpool,
1 Kenmore, very good
condition, $75 each,
can deliver for free.

Call Julie 
313 570-4242  

10
/2
8/
20
12
 

Experienced machine main-
tenance worker with knowl-
edge of electrical, plumbing
& general maintenance
skills.  Fax resume to: 313-
237-0040 or apply at 1939
Adelaide St., Detroit,
48207.  12/30

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

OLSZEWSKA
Franciszka Anna Olszewska,

80, died December 16, 2011.
Mrs. Olszewska is survived by

her son, Boguslaw (Bozena) Ol-
szewski; daughters, Ursula
(Jerry) Czachor, Janina (Angelo)
Servin, Jadwiga Olszewska; sis-

ters, Maria, Wladyslawa, Stanis-
lawa; brothers, Jan, Jozef and
family; grandchildren, Maggie,
Phillip, Ursula, Maciej, Kasia,
Karolina, Michael, Mark,
Stephany, Sonya; great-grand-
children, David, Vincent, Natalia,
Dominik and Julia.
Her funeral was December

21, 2011 at St. Florian Church
with burial at Resurrection
Cemetery.  Arrangements were
entrusted to Krot Funeral Home.

REESE
Stephanie A. Reese, 97, died

December 18, 2011.
Mrs. Reese was a member of

St. Florian Parish.  She was pre-
deceased by her husband,
Chester and her daughter, Sylvia.
She is survived by her daughter,
Sandra (Larry) McGuffie; son,
Robert (Frances) Reese; niece,
Jan; grandchildren, Kimberly,
Melissa, Beth, Dana, Kristen,
Chip, Lauren, Paris and Fawn;
great-grandchildren, Isabella and
Analeeya.
Private funeral services were

held with arrangements han-
dled by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home. Memorial
donations can be made to the
Capuchin Fathers or St. Florian
Church. 

On the downside of the Cen-
sus findings, during the past 10
years the city lost 201 housing
units, most likely due to the
demolition of abandoned
houses.
A leaky gas line.
That’s all it took for a house

on Norwalk St. to suddenly blow
up. Fortunately, no one was se-
riously injured. Strangely, this
was the first of two gas explo-
sions of the year.
The second explosion blew

up a building on Jos. Campau in
April. 

APRIL
It’s no secret that the gradua-

tion rate for Hamtramck Public
Schools is not great.
Officially, it’s 62 percent.
But that was about to change

for the better, and in very dra-
matic terms.
Hamtramck High School was

one of seven schools to receive
special help from United Way
for Southeastern Michigan.
The program focuses on in-

creasing the graduation rate,
and it is being funded by a
$27.1 million grant from the
General Motors Foundation.
The program also set up both

a small learning academy and
an early childhood center to aug-
ment the district’s normal edu-
cation services.
Hamtramck School Superin-

tendent Tom Niczay praised the
program, saying it will give stu-
dents an extra edge in an ever-
increasing competitive job
market.
“I’m excited for the kids,”

Niczay said.
The city’s new Master Plan

made its debut – all 237 pages
of it.

It was a beautifully com-
posed document printed in mul-
tiple colors, with photos,
blueprint-style sketches, and
charts galore. Almost a work of
art, really.
Some of the plan’s highlights

included ways to do a better job
of marketing the city’s various
strengths, and short-term inex-
pensive fixes that could be im-
plemented on the quick and
cheap.
Regarding marketing, Jason

Friedmann, the city’s director of
Community & Economic Devel-
opment, said the “food culture”
of the town was one highlight.
Not just the popular Polish

restaurants, he said, but also
the wide variety of ethnic gro-
cery stores and the burgeoning
number of Bengali eateries are
unique to the metro area.
Hamtramck Little League

pitcher and legend Art “Pinky”
Deras was on a roll during the
past year.
Deras was recently the sub-

ject of a documentary on Ham-
tramck’s Little League and Pony
League champs from 1959 and
1961 respectively, and in April,
he was about to be inducted
into the National Polish-Ameri-

can Sports Hall of Fame.
Deras is considered the best

pitcher ever to compete in Little
League.
Hamtramck’s fire station re-

ceived a facelift of sorts.
Thanks to a $400,000 fed-

eral energy grant the city re-
ceived to upgrade its buildings,
the station replaced its five
glass doors and were replaced
with energy efficient ones that
sport only two smaller windows
on each panel.
Besides the new doors, a new

lighting system was installed in
the fire station, as well as in the
library.
If Hamtramck – and this is a

big “if” – goes broke and is in
need of an emergency financial
manager, the governor won’t
have to look far for one.
City Councilmember Tom

Jankowski enrolled in state-
sponsored training to become
an emergency financial man-
ager.
Jankowski already has experi-

ence being under the wings of
an EFM. He was elected mayor
while Hamtramck was under the
control of a state-appointed
EFM several years ago.
Jankowski said his back-

ground in being part of a team
to bring a financially troubled
city back to solvency gives him
an edge over others.
“It’s the kind of work I enjoy,”

Jankowski said. “I like to take
things that need fixing and fix
them.”

MAY
The last days of Dickinson

West Elementary School were
winding down.
The school, located in the for-

mer St. Lad’s school building,
was about to close for good.
The school district no longer
needed the building because of
a growing budget deficit and the
ability to house the students in
other buildings.
Hamtramck followed in the

footsteps of a number of subur-
ban communities by passing a
small property tax increase.
But that decision didn’t come

easy. Councilmembers had a
heated discussion on whether
to pass a 2.2 mill tax increase.
Councilmembers Mohammed

Hassan and Kazi Miah voted
against the tax. Hassan in-
sisted the city should have first
sought contract concessions
from the police and fire unions
before resorting to a tax in-
crease.
Miah said that if the city

raised taxes, residents would
move out. (As it turned out,
Miah moved out of Hamtramck
later in the year, but not be-
cause of the tax.)
The tax was expected to gen-

erate $425,000 a year. For the
average homeowner, the in-
crease translates into an extra
$50 to $55 a year.
Property owners may not
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FOR
RENT

Lower studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist:
2 bedrooms, includes 

new appliances, renovated
throughout, $550/mo., 
1-1/2 month sec. dep.

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

Continued on page 12



have approved of a tax hike, but
they had little to complain about
because they enjoyed a tax
break in recent years. Three
years ago 11 mills fell off the
city’s tax rolls after a lawsuit set-
tlement was paid in full.
Students at Dickinson East El-

ementary School had been
learning a lesson on how easy it
is to go green.
Students followed a state pro-

gram in which they had to
achieve a set of goals. They not
only managed to achieve them,
they also exceeded the goals.
The Clock was rewound and

began ticking again. That’s the
Clock restaurant we’re talking
about. The landmark restaurant
had been out of business for
the past few years.
New owner Manjola Vuktilaj

spent six months remodeling
the building.
“My kids couldn’t stand it

when we first walked in here,”
said Vuktilaj. “They made faces.”
Asked what hasn’t changed,

Vuktilaj responded, “The name.”
The answer seems appropriate,
given that it was certainly time
to modernize what she says is
the original Clock Restaurant lo-
cation in the area.

JUNE
Forget about what the calen-

dar says. Summer blasted in a
few weeks ahead of schedule
with several days already soar-

ing into the 90s. And guess
what? The heat wave really
didn’t stop for the entire sum-

mer.
Yeah, we know, it’s hard to

imagine that with winter begin-
ning to get a firm grip on things.
But back to June. Police de-

tectives started a summer-long
series of sweeps to shut down
street crimes and drug sales
throughout the city. 
For many, the party was over.
In the first sweep, 13 people

were arrested for a variety of of-
fenses, including drug sales,
property code violations, squat-
ting in homes and not paying
city income taxes.
A decades-long tradition in

Hamtramck came to an end.
Hamtramck City Hall was off

the list of precinct locations, a
small irony in the sense that City
Hall is where elected officials do

their business.
City Clerk Ed Norris said City

Hall is inconvenient and during
the last Presidential Election
some voters had to wait nearly
two hours to cast their ballot.
In other election news, Coun-

cilmembers Catrina Stackpoole
and Shahab Ahmed did what so
few incumbents ever do: They
decided not to seek re-election,
which came as a shock to many
in the community.

For Stackpoole, it was a matter
of being able to keep her non-profit
agency up and running.
“I’ve been neglecting it,” she

said of her resale store “Recy-
cled Treasures.”

It’s actually more than just a
store. The business also offers
free clothing and other basic
items to those in emergency –
and dire — situations.
“If it’s going to survive,” Stack-

poole said of her store. “I need
to attend to it.”
What she really didn’t want to

talk about was her increasing
frustration – a frustration that
she openly showed at council
meetings – of the behavior and
comments made by some fellow
councilmembers.
Let’s just say that she was

close to standing on her chair

and yelling out: “Shut up, Shut
up, Shut up ...”
As for Shahab Ahmed, his

story is worthy of a lengthy New
York Times magazine piece.

To put it simply, Ahmed is a
major historical figure in Ham-
tramck. In 2003, he was the
first-ever person born in
Bangladesh to be elected to an
American political office.
But the last few years have

been a slow decline for Ahmed,
in terms of political clout.
Some political observers had

said that Ahmed’s chances of
re-election, this time around,
were slim to none.
Ahmed says he would have

won another term, but he de-
cided that his family comes first.
“Right now my focus is my

family,” he said.
Usually when it comes to

tearing down a house there’s
nothing really to it.
First you disconnect the elec-

tric and gas and then bring in a
bulldozer. When it’s all knocked
down, you scoop up the debris,
haul it off to a dump and dis-
pose of it.
That could become a thing of

the past, if the folks at Henry
Ford Community College and
Zachary & Associates have
their way. It’s all part of the on-
going greening of America and
that movement came to Ham-
tramck in a big way at an aban-
doned house on Carpenter.
The plan was simple: Instead

of throwing away perfectly good
pieces of wood, plumbing,
flooring, windows and even
shingles, the material was re-

purposed for other construc-
tion projects. 
“It allows us to reuse a

house instead of throwing it
away,” said Jason Friedmann,
Hamtramck’s Director of Eco-
nomic & Community Develop-
ment.
Bowing to a financial crisis in

the Public School District, Ham-
tramck teachers agreed to a
salary cut and to pay 20 per-
cent of their health care costs.
Their new contract was rati-

fied by a 2-1 margin.
Teachers were also hit with a

pay freeze and a 5 percent
salary cut and another 5 per-
cent cut in 2012.
The concessions came at a

time when the district was fac-
ing a $3 million budget deficit.
Schools Superintendent Tom

Niczay said he “appreciated”
teachers helping cut costs for
the district.
“It’s not an easy thing to do,”

Niczay said in reference to the
concessions. “Unfortunately,
it’s the situation we’re in.”
The president of the teach-

ers’ union, Michelle Cook, said
teachers realized the district is
in a financial jam.
“We need to preserve Ham-

tramck Public Schools for fu-
ture generations,” Cook said. 

All of a sudden, city-issued
garbage cans became some-
thing to keep an eye on.
There was a one-year waiting

list to get a new can if yours
went missing.
Marty Ladd, the Director of

Public Services, said there was
indeed a shortage of new cans
and worse, a shortage of city
funds to purchase replace-
ments.
The city’s original plan was to

charge residents $75 for a new
can, but that plan never worked
out.
“We basically gave them

away,” Ladd said.

(That’s it for the first half of
2011. Next week, we take a
stroll through the last six
months of the year.)
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The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:30pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 

313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid

Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Thin Crust $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Square Deep Dish $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00SP

EC
IA
LT
Y 
PI
ZZ

ASLarge
Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$600$600

11608 Conant 
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

11608 Conant
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

NEW!
Lamb Gyro
$299

NEW!
Philly Steak Sub
$449

What’s for dinner tonight?

ALL DAY • EVERY DAY SPECIALS

8” Sub
Fries & Drink

$500

2 All Beef
Coney Islands
Fries & Drink

$400

FREE
Wi-fi

Cheese add 50¢
Bacon add $1.00

FREE
Wi-fi

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

— ALL CARRYOUT 10% OFF —

Taco Tuesdays
Hard or Soft Tacos

$100

Burger 
Fries & Drink

$500

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

Specializing in Polish and European Style 
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, Pies & 
Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Open Mon-Sat 6am-6pm • Sun Dec 18 

PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrusciki), Kolaczki, Assorted 
Coffee Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut),

Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, 
Kremowka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted 

Christmas Cookies, Jajecznica (Holiday Egg
Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg bread with
Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)

`

`

From Virginia and the Crew at Jean’s Bar
Vicki, Carol, Jim, Lulu and Al too!

Come to Our

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PAJAMA PARTY!!

Characters
Always 

Welcome!
12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689
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City Hall is no longer home to a voting precinct, ending a
decades-long tradition.

June marked the last days of Dickinson West Elementary
School, which had been housed in the former St. Lad’s school
building. School officials closed the school to save money. 


