
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100

Volume 4   No. 52
December 28, 2012

50¢

Quick Hits

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

12 PIECE CHICKEN Large 1 Topping  Pizza 
and Howie Bread with 

Dipping Sauce

WE DELIVER! WE DELIVER!
HAMTRAMCK

(313) 365-1400

HAMTRAMCK
11401 Joseph Compau

(313) 365-5000

$1099 $12
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Visit 
Us On:

26 Years of 
Experience

• Family Marriage 
Petitions

• Employment Visas

• Citizenship
• Appeals
• Asylums

— Temporary H1-B/L1/TN —
Permanent Green Cards • Deportation/Criminal Aliens

Immigration Attorney

248.723.9141
199 W. Brown St., Ste. 210 • Birmingham, MI 48009

Fax: 248.723.9142 • Email: proimm@aol.com

Who said this, and what is
it about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in
the pages of this issue.

“Hamtramck cares”

Obviously next Tuesday
is New Year’s Day.
But did you also know

that this week the
African-American com-
munity is celebrating
Kwanzaa?
The celebration

started on Dec. 26 and
runs until Jan. 1. Kwan-
zaa is a celebration of
African-American culture
and focuses on seven
principles: “Unity, self-
determination, collective
work and responsibility,
cooperative economics,
purpose, creativity and
faith,” according to
Wikipedia.
On Jan. 1, families

hold a special dinner
and give gifts.

Open 24 Hours • Monday-Saturday • Sunday until 3pm

Free Delivery 
to Businesses!

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212
— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

FREE WiFi
Giant 

Washers
for Blankets

& Comforters

Brand 
New 

Maytag
Washers

Parking in Rear

FOR A LIMITED TIME!

Family Health Center & Rehab
Dr. Khalid Almasmari Dr. Adlene Ghabri

Chiropractic Care
Specializing in Auto & Work Injuries

(313) 874-3130  9743 Conant • Hamtramck  

If you are in pain, we can help.
We accept most insurance.

— Free Consultation —

Family Health Center & Rehab

By Charles Sercombe
It’s time to ring out the old

and take a look at the past
year. We’ll start this week off
with a look back at the first six
months of 2012.

JANUARY
The new year started off with

a bang. 
First up, three city coun-

cilmembers and two new
school boardmembers were
sworn into office.
Councilmembers Cathie Gor-

don, Robert Zwolak and Anam
Miah took their oath of office at
a special ceremony held at the
public library. Also sworn in
were School Boardmembers
Magdelena Srodek and Nassir
Hussein.
Councilmember Gordon was

the only incumbent taking the
oath.
“Standing in the shadows of

the great leaders of Ham-
tramck’s past,” said Gordon, “I
am here not as a city official but
as your servant.” 
Zwolak, who has worn several

hats in city government, said:
“We’re all part of a great big
Hamtramck fraternity, and it
continues to grow. We need to
promote and sell the city of
Hamtramck.”
In other political develop-

ments, Councilmember Tom

Jankowski continued his criti-
cism of City Manager Bill
Cooper by calling for a five-day
suspension of Cooper.

Jankowski said he was upset
that Cooper had been ignoring
the council’s directives. No one
on council supported
Jankowski’s proposal, but the
incident foreshadowed what
was to come a few months
later.
When we asked Jankowski if

he advocated firing Cooper, he
replied: “We have not moved
forward under the watch of our
city manager, and it is time for
the council to seriously con-
sider all available options to re-
verse this trend.”

Things were a little ruffled
over at the Police Department
when officers were forced to ac-
cept a new condition to their

health care coverage. State leg-
islators ordered communities to
require co-pays for public em-
ployees once their contracts ex-
pired, which was the case with
Hamtramck’s police officers.
Although the average salary

for an officer is $62,000, if they
wanted family coverage they
had to kick in $11,000.
We asked Lt. Steve Smiscik,

president of the ranking officers
association, for a comment and
he said: “This is not good faith
bargaining. In fact it is nothing
short of a bully tactic.”

The savings to the city was
expected to be $300,000 a
year.
Is Hamtramck still mostly a

Polish enclave? According to
the U.S. Census, not so much
anymore.
Hamtramck’s fastest growing

immigrant population was the
Bangladeshi community, which
now represents 21.5 percent of
the city’s population. The Polish
community shrunk to 15 per-
cent.
So where did all the Poles

go? Dr. Ted Radzilowski, who
heads up a Census data center
here in Hamtramck said it’s not
a case of Polish-Americans leav-
ing the city.

“Those who were going to
leave, for the most part, got out
25 years ago. It’s that the pop-
ulation is aging. They’re dying
off,” he said.
As the city’s financial picture

worsened, city officials dis-
cussed a number of ways to in-
crease revenue. One idea
tossed around was to talk with
Highland Park officials about
having Hamtramck take over
police and fire services.
Later in the year, Highland

Park officials said they would be

open to the idea of contracting
out fire services, but not police
services.
Feel like you could use a cup
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Former City Manager Bill Cooper faced growing criticism as
the year began. Some on city council did not think he was
able to handle the city’s growing financial crisis and eventu-
ally fired him.

One way to help turn around the city’s financial crisis was a
proposal to have Hamtramck take over Highland Park’s po-
lice and fire services.



of “courage”?
Well, look no further than

Hamtramck’s newest coffee
house called “Courage Coffee.”
The Caniff establishment in-

troduced some pretty fancy cof-
fee drinks. We asked Rev. Chilly

Chilton to explain what is so
special about his coffee and the
name of the business:
“Three things come to mind:

(1) We want you to enjoy one of
the freshest, most delicious
cups of coffee every time you

come to Courage Coffee; (2) We
want you to feel encouraged by
our staff and atmosphere with
each visit. “To encourage” is to
“put courage into” – that’s our
goal! That you leave feeling ap-
preciated and valued! (3) We
want to honor God. Christ gave
His very best so that we could
experience life. We live by the
motto: Excellence honors God
and reflects His purpose.”
The word was getting out.

School is the place to be. For
parents, that is.
And more and more parents

indeed became involved in the
public schools, especially over
at Holbrook Elementary School
where a new PTA was formed.
“The bottom line is making

our kids successful,” said Fateh
Obaid, one of the organizers.
“Without education, you’re lock-
ing them out of jobs.”
Mac Saleh, of the state’s PTA,

said the local PTA is “the voice
of the parents.” He said parents
have a keen interest in their chil-
dren’s education.
“They feel that parents are

not represented, have no voice
in their children’s education,”

Saleh said.
School Principal Russell

Robinson welcomed the par-
ents’ involvement.
“This is really exciting,” he

said.
You can say that the Obama

administration was very good to
Hamtramck. Through the fed-
eral FEMA agency, Hamtramck
was awarded a $650,000 grant
to purchase a new aerial truck
for the Fire Department.

Hamtramck’s existing aerial
truck was over 30 years old.
Rocker/celebrity and all

around good guy Bob Seger
never forgets – Hamtramck that
is. The rock and roll legend was
spotted doing some “night
moves” at Polish Village Café.
Rock on, Bob.

FEBRUARY
The greening of America ar-

rived in Hamtramck’s backyard
with the construction of a new,
state-of-the-art recycling plant
on Denton.
This isn’t about home recy-

cling, though.
Instead, this is a huge plant

that will sort out paper, plastics,
Styrofoam and other office
waste products -- as well as light
industrial metals -- and turn
them right around into more of
the same.
The process produces very lit-

tle waste product going back
into Mother Earth. At least, this
is what the people behind Ham-
tramck Recycling had to say,
and there appeared to be no
reason to doubt them.
The promise of this plant and

facility is that it’s not only con-
tributing to the greening of
America, it’s also adding jobs.
Make that about 40 to 50 new
jobs for locals, said Jason Fried-

mann, the city’s director of Com-
munity & Economic Develop-
ment.
A Hamtramck landmark, the

Clock Restaurant received a
rewind. It re-opened this time
around as a soul food place.
But alas, it wasn’t meant to

be, and the restaurant closed
later in the year, but re-opened
once again as a coney island.
More on this later.
As Pontiac firefighters marked

the last day of the Pontiac Fire
Department, Hamtramck fire-
fighters had mixed feelings. Fire
service for Pontiac was taken
over by Waterford.
Some in the Hamtramck Fire

Department criticized Waterford
firefighters for forcing the issue.
Lt. William Diamond, the pres-

ident of Hamtramck Firefighters’
union, Local 750, said it was
about “one local (union) taking
over another.”
“It wasn’t a merger,” he said.

“It was a takeover.”
Diamond said he feared the

same fate could happen in
Hamtramck if a state-appointed
emergency financial manager
took over Detroit or Hamtramck.  
“Hamtramck as an entity

would be gone,” Diamond pre-
dicted. “The state could make
Hamtramck a neighborhood of

Detroit. It’s not a good thing for
unions in the state.”
Hamtramck firefighters had

plenty reasons to be worried.
City officials projected a $3.4

million budget deficit by June. 
You could say that the local

committee to save the grand-
stand in Veterans Park scored a
home run after state officials
with the Historic Preservation
Office approved the commit-
tee’s proposal to apply for Na-
tional Historic Landmark status.
According to committee mem-

ber Rebecca Binno Savage, the
state’s OK pretty much means
the grandstands will receive ap-
proval from the National Parks
Service.
What’s so special about the

grandstands?
Well, for years no one really

knew much about the structure
and its history until some locals
began digging into the matter.
And lo and behold, what they
found turned out to be a game-
changer. Instead of talking
about demolishing the dilapi-
dated grandstands, folks are
now awed at the possibility of
redevelopment.
That’s because this grand-

stand was built for the National
Negro League, specifically a

This week at the library...
Story Time for Children - Saturday, De-

cember 29, at 11 a.m. Join your friends at
the library for a reading of a story book for
children.

ESL Class with Christine Templin - Sat-
urday, December 29 at noon. Intermediate
ESL class conducted by Christine Templin,
free to the public.

Computer Classes for Beginners -
Wednesday, January 2 at 11 a.m. Learn
basic computer skills and how to navigate
the Internet or use email. Registration is
required, space is limited.

Family Game Night - Thursday, January 3
at 4 p.m. Everyone is invited to participate
in games and contests during family night.
This week it is checkers night.

ESL Class with Latisha Edge - Friday, Jan-
uary 4 at 3 p.m. Intermediate ESL class
conducted by Latisha Edge, free to the
public.

Make’n’Take Crafts - Tuesday, January 8,
at 4 p.m. All children are invited to our arts
and crafts workshop.

Math Kangaroo Club - Tuesday, January
8 at 3:30 p.m. Learn math in a fun way,
and prepare for the annual international

math contest while improving your grades
in school.

Financial Activist Club - Tuesday, January
8 at 5 p.m. Hamtramck residents of all
ages are invited to join our financial work-
shops, designed to expand your knowl-
edge of budgeting and investing.
Registration is required.

ESL Conversation Class - Tuesday, Janu-
ary 8 at 4 p.m. Ms. Trisa conducts English
Conversation classes each Tuesday night.
Free of charge to Hamtramck residents.

Movie Night - Thursday, January 10 at 4
p.m. All children are invited to a movie and
popcorn. This week’s feature to be an-
nounced.

Toddler Time at the Library - Monday, Jan-
uary 14 at 11 a.m. Join us for story time,
arts & crafts, games and other fun activi-
ties. This week we will celebrate the holi-
day season. (Children must be
accompanied by an adult.)

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thurs-
day, January 18 at 6 p.m. FHPL President
Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday
invite all members and volunteers to par-
ticipate in the regular monthly meeting.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050,
or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where 

you can also access our online catalog. 

A HUD High Performer

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual
Kitchens

• Income Based
Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 
Security

• Recreation
Areas

• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

All parties interested 
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are advised
to register their business as a Section 3 
qualified business at www.hud.gov:

• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact the
Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

Hamtramck Senior Plaza
2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
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11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Potluck 
New Year’s Eve

Party
Starts at 9pm • Music & Party Favors

— Everyone Welcome —
Hall Rentals and Catering Available

Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

Continued on page 3

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Hafiz • 586-222-7400
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

7/8/12

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

A look back at 2012 – January through June  Continuted from front page

A new coffee house opened in town, Courage Coffee. It fea-
tured a number of unique coffee drinks.



team called the Detroit Stars.
Its heyday was 1930 through

1937, and during that time 12
future baseball Hall of Famers
played here.
The thinking is that a reno-

vated park can be used for ball
play once again, and it will also
attract out of town visitors who
are interested in the historical
aspect of the grandstands.
The ballpark is one of only five

grandstands remaining that
served the Negro League.
A national historic designa-

tion would also open some
checkbooks from various organ-
izations, including Major League
Baseball, Binno Savage said.
“What’s most key here is

fundraising,” she said.
Government budgets were

slashed during the year, but
some cuts cut were way too
deep.
Friendship House, a charity of

the American Baptist Churches
USA for 83 years, had been re-
ceiving a regular grant from the
Department of Human Services
of approximately $12,240 an-
nually. Gov. Snyder passed the
cut but didn’t bother to inform
the affected agencies.
Friendship House called and

asked the DHS what was up.
The unnerving answer, accord-

ing to Friendship House Execu-
tive Director Linnea Berg, was to
the effect of, “Oh yes – you’re
not getting your grant.”

“We were stunned,” Berg
said. While it may not seem like
a huge amount of money,
$1,000 a month goes a long
way when you’re talking about
food staples.”
So, how did they get by?
Fortunately a private charity

stepped up.
“We’re one of the lucky recip-

ients, out of huge number who
apply, of donations from Forgot-
ten Harvest,” Berg said. 
Religious freedom and zoning

laws clashed once again in
town. A request made to con-
vert the former DTE building on
Jos. Campau into an Islamic
center caused a controversy.
City officials were worried that

a growing number of commer-
cial buildings are being turned
into religious institutions, which
means no property taxes for the
city and eliminates commercial
development.
But there is nothing the city

could do to prevent the matter
from going forward.
A little-known federal law with

the cumbersome title of Reli-
gious Land Use and Institution-
alized Person Act restrains
cities from blocking the location
of religious centers, even if they
are located in areas designated
for commercial development
only.
“We want people to practice

their religion, but the problem is
Jos. Campau is supposed to be
our main commercial district –
our prime real estate, which

generates tax dollars,” said
Jason Friedmann, the Director
of Community & Economic De-
velopment.

For the fourth year in a row,
Hamtramck house values
dropped in value.
And we’re not talking a little

bit.
According to the Wayne

County Equalization Depart-
ment, Hamtramck’s house val-
ues cratered a whopping 14.7
percent starting from Oct. 1
2010 through Sept. 30, 2011.
Hamtramck’s Assessor, Tony

Fuoco, said that over the last
four years, house values here
decreased 37 percent.
Ouch.

For one day, Hamtramck was
the center of attention in the
metro area. What could bring
that about?
Paczki Day, of course.
Revelers were everywhere,

and live music was happening
in all sorts of places. Even out-
lets like Detroit Threads and the
resale shop Lo and Behold had
music blaring out into Jos. Cam-
pau.
The city’s two remaining full-

time bakeries were, to put it

mildly, overwhelmed with crazed
paczki lovers willing to wait – get
this – two hours in line.
In what would become the

story of the year, City Manager
Bill Cooper said it was time to
call in the state to look at the
city’s financial situation.
But city councilmembers dis-

agreed, saying it was too soon
to ask the state Treasury De-
partment to review Ham-
tramck’s finances.

Cooper had some compelling
reasons to ask for a state re-
view.
He said the city would proba-

bly not be able to pay its bills or
meet employee payroll as of
April 1.
He also said that by June 30

the city would have a $1.5 mil-
lion budget deficit, and that by
2013 the deficit would grow to
$3.4 million.
Cooper further said that a par-

tial cause of the financial crisis
comes from the city’s two
unions representing police offi-
cers and their bosses.
“To date we have negotiated

minimal concessions bringing
us far short of our goal in order
to avert a financial crisis,”
Cooper said.
Still, the council was having

none of it. Councilmember Tom
Jankowski said that it appeared
the city is admitting defeat.
“I haven’t been shown any-

thing yet to throw up my hands,”
Jankowski said.
Instead, Jankowski said the

council needs to look deeper
into the budget and blasted the
administration for not providing
“hard” financial information.
“We haven’t done our home-

work,” Jankowski said.
Well, the prediction of running

out of money didn’t come true,
but the city’s finances remain in
crisis mode.
One of Hamtramck’s iconic

businesses shut down.
But its products live on.
Dudek Foods was swallowed

up by Hamtramck's other iconic
business, Kowalski Sausage
Co.
Kowalski continued the

Dudek line of frozen foods and
continued to sell the products

with the Dudek logo.
Production of the Dudek line

was incorporated into Kowal-
ski’s facilities. The Dudek build-
ing, located on Caniff and
Gallagher, remains up for sale.

MARCH
The search for two women ab-

ducted at gunpoint intensified,
and would ultimately reveal that
the women had been murdered.
Abreeya Carol Brown, 18, and

Ashley Victoria Conaway, 21,
were taken by gunpoint from
their Andrus St. home.
Their bodies were discovered

a month later, partially buried in
a park on Detroit’s Westside.
The main suspect, Brandon

Lewis Cain, 26, of Detroit, at-
tempted to pay the women
$5,000 to not pursue legal ac-
tion against him. Three weeks
earlier, police said, Conaway
had broken off a relationship
with Cain. Cain became upset
and shot out the back window
of her car.
Cain and three accomplices

were later convicted for murder.
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• Fresh Donuts
• Fresh Coffee
• Iced Coffee
• Fresh Burek
• Cakes
• Fresh Bagels

- Cream Cheese
- Egg & Cheese

• Croissant
- Egg & Cheese 

• Ice Cream
• Ice Cream

Cones
• Nachos

Thursday Special

1 Dozen Donuts
$600

1/2 Dozen
$400

11300 Conant (at Caniff)
Hamtramck

313-368-9214

Hours: Mon-Sat 
4:30am-9pm
Sun 7am-7pm

Free
Wi-Fi

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

DETROIT’S LARGEST LIQUOR & WINE SELECTION
Check Cashing • Payment Center  • We Accept WIC and Bridge Card

Liquor • Beer • Phone Cards • Western Union • ATM  • Money Order • Notary Public • Groceries • Copy & Fax

12197 Conant (Corner of Conant & Carpenter) • Hamtramck • 313.891.7411

We Carry a Variety 
of Gift Sets!

FREE Bottle 
of Champagne

with purchase of $100 or more

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style 
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, Pies & 
Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Don’t Forget 

Your Favorite Kowalski

Meats for the 

Holidays!

Holy Cross
Parish

Polish National Catholic
Church

2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor

313-365-5191
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

— Everyone is  Welcome to Worship with US —

Sunday English Holy Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Soup Kitchen 2nd Sat. of the Month 2-4 p.m.

Dec. 29 - Solemnity of Holy Family 10 a.m. Mass
January 12 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.

A look back at 2012 – January through June
Continued from page 2

Continued on page 4

Sour Cream
Coffee Cakes

$450

Friendship House was cut off from federal funds that helped
stock its food pantry. Fortunately, the organization re-
bounded, thanks to a private donation.

Paczki Day once again attracted thousands of visitors. This
year’s celebration continued to grow in popularity.

The former Detroit Edison building was turned into an Islamic
center. That caused controversy because the building is in
the heart of the city’s business district.



That wasn’t the only high-pro-
file crime. During the Ham-
tramck Blowout, four women
were carjacked outside a Ham-
tramck bar. One woman man-
aged to escape, but the
remaining three women were
driven to an eastside neighbor-
hood where they were sexually
assaulted.
The suspect, Tonio David

Dace, 21, was arrested and
later convicted.
Within one week, Hamtramck

lost one city manager and
gained another.
The city council held a special

meeting and fired City Manager
Bill Cooper.
Although Cooper’s firing was

sudden, it was not surprising.
As the city’s financial crisis grew
in the last few months, so had
criticism of how Cooper was
handling it. His firing was precip-
itated by a memo he sent to city

employees saying that, come
the end of April, there would be
payless paydays for the next
three months.
Leading the charge against

Cooper has been Councilmem-
ber Jankowski, who for the past
few months needled Cooper for
failing to provide various pieces
of financial information.
“Our administration, we hired,

did not do the job,” Jankowski
said.
He later went on to add: “We

need leadership in the adminis-
tration that will perform more
professionally.”
A week later, in another spe-

cial council meeting, the city
council hired Eric Tungate as the
city’s new acting city manager.
Tungate had once served as

the city’s Director of Community
& Economic Development. He
worked for the city from 2005 to
2007, and then went on to take

a succession of jobs with De-
troit, the state and Wayne
County.
One hears a lot of different

tongues wagging on an average
promenade down Jos. Campau.
Thankfully, there’s a business

here, well-equipped to sort it all
out for us.

That business is an interpre-
tation and translation service
called Bromberg and Associ-
ates, located in the heart of
Hamtramck at 3141 Caniff.
Jinny Bromberg, the owner of
the company is a native of
Moscow.
Bromberg & Associates has

actually been in business for 13
years, according to Bromberg.
Begun, in fact, as a home-based
business, they’ve been in Ham-
tramck for the past 10 years or
so, since 2002, and always
somewhere on Caniff.
Since the year before, they’ve

been in their new space at

3141 Caniff.
“It’s a better building,” said

Bromberg. “It’s bigger – we’re
growing. It’s also got a better
layout for our needs.”
Bromberg felt that Ham-

tramck offered the “most di-
verse” multi-cultural
environment, which “stood for
what we believe.” She and her
crew of seven (all of them proj-
ect managers or schedulers,
she says – the actual inter-
preters and translators normally
work from home) are happy to

be here.
“It’s not some sterile office

environment,” she said, refer-
ring to the typical suburban of-
fice setting.
“We need to stand together

tonight in defiance,” said Mayor
Karen Majewski at a gathering
of about 200 people during a

Friday evening late in the month.
And defiance indeed was in

the air.
The outpouring was in re-

sponse to the horrible violence
done to six women within a one-
week period.
The get-together was also the

result of planning by a new
group called “Take Back the
Night Hamtramck.”
The event started at the cor-

ner of Jos. Campau and Hol-
brook, and the gathering then
walked a few blocks south and
stopped for a brief moment of
silence in the Checker’s restau-
rant parking lot, across from the

Painted Lady Lounge, where
four women were carjacked
after leaving the Jacob St. bar.
One of the women escaped

before their abductor, holding a
gun, ordered the three remain-
ing women to drive away.
The women were later repeat-

edly sexually assaulted.
The group then walked a few

more blocks down and stopped
at Andrus St. where a few days
prior to the carjacking two
women were kidnapped during
a gun battle at their house, and

were then stuffed into a trunk of
a car. Their bodies were later
discovered, buried in a park on
Detroit’s west side.
During the walk, two drum-

mers kept time with a marching
beat. Many in the crowd held
hand-made signs. Some said: 
“Like a good neighbor, Ham-

tramck is there”
“We are family”
“Stop violence. Spread

peace”
“Take back our streets”
“Hamtramck cares”
As they walked, some in the

crowd chanted; “No more vio-
lence! No more hate! Women
unite! Take back the night!”
Hamtramck officials are

crossing their fingers that a
bank will loan the city $2 million
within the next several weeks.
The loan was just one part of

an overall strategy to buy the
city time to work its way out of
its projected $3.4 million
budget deficit come next year.
The loan, called a “bridge” by

Acting City Manager Erik Tun-
gate, would still only give the city
until October to work out a se-
ries of contract concessions
with city employees – which in-
cludes police officers and fire-
fighters – and find new revenue
streams.

APRIL
Hamtramck welcomed a new

school boardmember.
After three hours of interview-

ing seven candidates, relative
newcomer to the city Eric Burk-
man was voted in to fill the va-
cated seat of Joan Borushko.
Borushko announced her res-

ignation in March, citing ongoing
health issues. Her term has two
years to go, ending on Dec. 31,
2014.
Burkman has lived in the city

for about three years, but he is
no stranger. He has been the
head of the Hamtramck Drug
Free Coalition, which has been
active in working with public
school students.
Hamtramck taxpayers, want

to know what city attorneys are
billing you?
Well, forget it.
According to City Attorney

James Allen, of the Allen Broth-
ers law firm, the monthly bills he
submits to the city outlining
what cases and issues he
worked on and how much he
and other attorneys in his law
firm received in payment are
“privileged” information.
Allen made that claim in his

denial to a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request made by The
Review to get copies of the
monthly billings for January and
February. 
Allen went on to say, in a

statement prepared by Allen but
signed by City Clerk Ed Norris,
that only the city manager and
city council can view the billings.
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don, who has been an outspo-
ken critic of Allen, didn’t agree
that Allen can withhold the infor-
mation from the public.
“That information belongs to

the client, and the client is not
the council,” Gordon said. “It’s
the city.”
Gordon also questioned

Allen’s motives, saying: “What’s
he hiding? What’s he concerned
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8850 Jos. Campau • 874-5963

Continued on page 5

• Free Wi-Fi
• Free Parking
• Well-Lit Parking Lot
• Brand-Name Selection of
Laundry Supplies

• Bright, Comfortable & Clean
Student Study Area

• Snacks & Soda
• Video Games
• Self-Service
• Drop-off Laundry
• Commercial Accounts
• Big-Load Washers
• Family-Sized Washers
• High-Efficiency Dryers
• Knowledgeable Attendants

Open 7 Days a Week
9am-10pm Last Load

4475 Second St. Between Prentis & Canfield • Detroit
www.CityCenterCoinLaundry.com

313.285.8113

FREE SOAP
TUESDAYS!

With this coupon.

Open New Years
Eve 9-5

Open New Year’s
Day 9-5

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

You Are Invited to Our Now Famous

New Year’s Eve Pajama Party!
9pm - ??  (sorry no sleepovers)

No Cover • Party Favors • Buffet

Live Entertainment
Champagne Toast at Midnight

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Characters 
Always 

Welcome!

Customers who qualify for and activate service with T-Mobile under a Lifeline plan will have access to 9-1-1 and E9-1-1 services.
While all phones are equipped with 9-1-1 emergency calling, this phone may or may not permit its location to be approximated 
during a 9-1-1 call. Availability depends on upgrades to the wireless network and 9-1-1 calling system that are required to be 
installed by the local 9-1-1 response agency or public safety answering point (PSAP), and these upgrades may not be available 
everywhere within our coverage area. Do not rely solely on a phone for essential communications (such as a medical or other 
emergency).  Limited time offer; subject to change. Taxes and fees additional; other fees may apply. Domestic only. Coverage: 
Coverage not available everywhere. Nights and Weekends: Weekends are midnight Friday to midnight Sunday, and nights 
are 9:00 p.m. to 6:59 a.m. Monday–Friday, based upon start time of call. Time of call usually based on location of equipment 
transmitting call; if location is not available, time of call based on time zone associated with your phone number. Network 
Management: Data traffic of Premium and Ultra plans will be prioritized over other currently offered plans during periods of 
congestion. Service may be slowed, suspended, terminated or restricted for misuse, abnormal use, interference with our network 
or ability to provide quality service to other users, or significant roaming. See brochures and Terms and Conditions (including 
arbitration provision) at www.T-Mobile.com for additional information regarding T-Mobile service and products, including 
important limitations on availability and reliability of 9-1-1 emergency service when using Wi-Fi Calling. © 2012 T-Mobile USA, Inc.

QUALIFY AND GET T-MOBILE® 
SERVICE WITH A DISCOUNT OF      
AT LEAST $10 A MONTH 
T-Mobile keeps you connected affordably.

Are you eligible?
You may qualify based on your income or if you’re currently eligible to 
receive public assistance such as Medicaid, Food Stamps (SNAP) or 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Your eligibility varies by state. If 
you’re a resident of federally recognized Tribal Lands, you may qualify 
for additional discounts.

See if you qualify and learn how to apply
by visiting www.T-Mobile.com/lifeline

or call 1-800-937-8997.
Discounted wireless service is provided under the Lifeline assistance program. 
Lifeline is a government assistance program that provides only eligible consumers 
with discounted service that is nontransferable and is available for only one line per 

individual or group of individuals living at the same address that share income and 
expenses. T-Mobile offers Lifeline service only in areas where the company has Eligible 

other wireless services available from T-Mobile USA, Inc. at www.T-Mobile.com.

Basic plan includes:
145 Whenever Minutes®

500 Night Minutes + 
500 Weekend Minutes

Nationwide 4G Network

  Additional minutes for 
$.05 each

  $19.99/mo. before  
Lifeline discount
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As the months went by, the city’s financial news continued to
get worse. City officials crossed their fingers that an emer-
gency state loan would come through to avoid payless pay-
days for city employees.

Jinny Bromberg expanded her translation business, Bromberg
& Associates, to a permanent location on Caniff.



about?”
Hamtramck may be cooking

up a future iron chef.
Koscuiszko Middle School

student Jada Lawrence won a
Regional Future Chefs Contest
for her recipe called, “Jada’s
Awesome Breakfast Burrito.”
Lawrence was one of 30 re-

gional winners and was in the
running for one of the five na-
tional finalist slots. Unfortu-
nately, she narrowly missed a
winning position.
The contest was sponsored

by Sodexo, which is the com-
pany that provides food service
to the school district.
“Jada Lawrence is a star in

our book and we wish her more
culinary success in the future.”
Said Brian Swift, Executive Chef
with Sodexo Food Services.
Hamtramck had not seen any-

thing like this.
A new police and fire chief –

yes, two chiefs -- were sworn
into office in front of a pack
31st District courtroom, filled
with family, city officials, friends
and special guests.
The two new chiefs are also

the youngest chiefs Hamtramck
has welcomed on board, at
least in recent years. The police
chief is Max Garbarino, and the
new fire chief is Paul Wilk, son
of city Treasurer Mike Wilk.
The city’s financial picture

continued to worsen.
According to Acting City Man-

ager Erik Tungate, there was
only enough cash on hand for
two more payrolls.
That was just some of the bad

news the city council heard at a
special budget work session.
Tungate didn’t shy away from

saying just how bad things were
going to get without a cash infu-
sion.
“We’re not in a good place,”

he said. “Make no mistake,
we’re at a doomsday scenario.”

MAY
If you had run into a Ham-

tramck firefighter in early May,
it’s likely he had a big grin.
The Fire Department wel-

comed a new member to its
family: A brand-spanking new
Sutphen aerial ladder truck,
weighing in at a few tons.
The truck replaced the depart-

ment’s 30-something-year-old
aerial.
“It still has that ‘new truck’

smell to it,” said one firefighter.
The Fire Department won a

$650,000 grant from the fed-

eral government. Just like the
old truck, the ladder on this rig
is able to reach the top of the
eight-story Senior Plaza build-
ing. The new ladder is actually
10 feet longer.
Graffiti artists from around

the world – some from as far
away as Montreal, Los Angeles
and even New Zealand—de-
scended on Hamtramck for a
major art project.
Montana Paint, which makes

the highest grade spray paints
preferred by many street artists,
funded the project and did a
documentary on it as well.
Additionally, Hamtramck-

based CONTRA Projects, the
brain child of former CPOP
Gallery owner Thomas Thewes
Jr. and friends, had a hand in
bringing in the specific artists
chosen for the project.
But not everyone was

pleased. It seems one of the
murals created a firestorm of
protest. A mural painted on a
city-owned building on Jos. Cam-
pau and Goodson ruffled a few
feathers.
The mural depicted six car-

toon figures carrying a casket.
On the casket were the words
“STREET ART.”
There were some folks in

Hamtramck who thought the
casket in the mural was sym-
bolic of the city’s death, and
they were mighty perturbed
about that.
Mickey Pokoj was so upset he

circulated a petition to have the
mural painted over and prose-
cute the artist who created it.
Jason Friedmann, the city’s Di-

rector of Community & Eco-
nomic Development defended
the mural, saying that in other
areas of the city, as well as in
many other cities, it has been
proven that graffiti art prevents

the spread of illegal graffiti doo-
dling.
Well, the debate continued for

several more months until in
December the mural was
painted over. In its place will be
a bald eagle. Nice and safe.

To listen to Community & Eco-
nomic Development Director
Jason Friedmann talk, you’d
never think there was a lingering
economic slump.
Hamtramck is bustling with

new development, he says, and
darned if you didn’t get pumped
up hearing about it.
On Jos. Campau, a major ren-

ovation was about to launch.
And with it, there was an ex-
pected influx of skateboarders.
A skateboard company called
CHIIPS was relocating from the
city of Plymouth to the former
Hamtramck Hardware on Cam-
pau.
And there was more to that

story.
The Hamtramck area was

about to become a major desti-
nation spot for skateboarders.
A sculptural skate park was cre-
ated in the neighborhood just

north of Hamtramck, across
from Carpenter and close to Co-
nant.
That’s an area where artists

have already begun to renovate
homes, thanks to local power
couple Gina and Mitch Cope.
“It’s a big deal,” Friedmann
There are school talent

shows, and then there is a
Hamtramck school talent show.
You could say the public

schools here have set the bar
very high. And it’s a good bet
that there is no other school dis-
trict in the nation that has the
depth and breadth of talent you
can find in Hamtramck.
This year’s “Multicultural Cel-

ebration” at Dickinson East Ele-
mentary School was a feast for
the eyes and ears.
The kids demonstrated amaz-

ing talent, and the complexity of
some of the ethnic dances was
jaw-dropping to say the least.

Newly-appointed Police Chief
Max Garbarino made good on
his pledge to reach out to the
community. He met with mem-
bers of the Hamtramck NAACP
and promised him that under
his leadership, the police de-
partment will not be “walled-in.”
Garbarino said that out of that

list of grievances he heard at
the meeting a theme emerged:
“A lack of communication.”
He said many of these issues

could be resolved simply: Ex-

plain to the public what hap-
pened.
Garbarino also promised to

make the department more eth-
nically diverse as positions
open up.

JUNE
Jos. Campau is filled with his-

tory. Just ask Rebecca Binno-
Savage, who was doing a survey
of 80 buildings in the city’s main
shopping district.
Binno Savage was submitting

the list of buildings to the Na-
tional Register to be designated
as historical places. The project
was well underway and, accord-
ing to Binno Savage, was al-
ready at a point where its
success was likely.
“Usually, once a project gets

this far,” it’s a fairly foregone
conclusion that it will be ap-
proved, Binno Savage said.
The upshot of all this is that

any building so designated will
net a 20 percent property tax
break for any owner who wishes
to use said savings toward reha-
bilitating the structure. 
Owners can still choose to do

anything to the buildings that
they want to with their own
funds, including totally razing
them, making radical changes
to them, or anything else al-
lowed by the city.
And while this would be Ham-

tramck’s largest such district, it
wouldn’t be the first.
“There is actually already a

‘St. Florian District’ in place,”
Binno Savage said, “although,
that’s mostly residential struc-
tures.”
It seemed at the time that a

majority of Hamtramck City
Councilmembers wanted to be
somewhere else.
Four out of six councilmem-

bers put their hat in the ring to
run for higher office in this
year’s elections for Wayne
County Commissioner and
State Rep.
Councilmembers Cathie Gor-

don and Tom Jankowski both
took on incumbent County Com-
missioner Martha Scott.
In the State Rep. race, Coun-

cilmembers Mohammed Has-
san and Robert Zwolak were
running. The seat was vacant,
and about a dozen challengers
lined up for this one.
It’s not unusual for members

of any city council to use their
local office as a stepping stone
to higher offices.
But Mayor Karen Majewski

said that although she didn’t
question their motives, they
should serve out their terms in
office before moving on to an-
other.
“You have an obligation to ful-

fill your term,” she said.
By election time, none of the

Hamtramck candidates came
close to winning.
Everything’s OK down at the

Corral.
That’s Al’s Corral, pardner, and

it’s once again open for busi-
ness. Had been, in fact, since
January of this year.
The site of a number of differ-

ent restaurant incarnations, es-
pecially the original Al’s Corral
and the more recent Bengal
Masala Café (as well as, at
least, one other Indian or
Bangla restaurant), it has a
sharp new interior and sharp
new menus, courtesy of sharp
new owner Zef Lulgjuraj.
Hamtramck old-timers might

recall the original Al’s Corral, on
Conant near Caniff, and the
man who owned it, Al Cieslak.
Cieslak was one of three Pol-

ish Hamtramck restaurateur
brothers in the area, whose fa-
ther set them all up in the busi-
ness, Lulgjuraj recalled. Al
Cieslak got this place, and chris-
tened it “Al’s Corral.” Al moved
to Las Vegas some years ago,
and ended up dying there.
Hamtramck’s financial woes

made headlines in several
metro media outlets during
June.
The reports hinged on a spe-

cial city council meeting to dis-
cuss both the future of police
and fire service, and a request
to have the state perform a pre-
liminary financial review, which
is the first step in having a
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Get Out on the Hamtown!
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Well, another year is about
to pass.
The year 2012 has been yet

another roller-coaster ride for
Hamtramck. The city has had
bad financial news all year
long, and a succession of city
managers trying to deal with
it.
But at the time we went to

press, Hamtramck has yet to
fall off its own financial cliff.
We hate to sound like the
proverbial boy who cried wolf,
but the financial picture isn’t
about to get better in the com-

ing year.
We may be able to float

along for awhile. Sooner or
later, though, reality will come
thundering down.
In the meantime, we urge

city officials to really start to
think creatively about city fi-
nances. And we also ask all
city employees to look deep
inside and see what they are
willing to do to keep their jobs.
It’s going to be a lot to ask.

It all comes down to our city
losing a significant portion of
its tax base and being faced

with deep cuts forced on us by
Gov. Rick Snyder and his Re-
publican cronies.
Many, many cities are going

through what Hamtramck is
experiencing. While it is with-
out a doubt that everyone will
have make painful sacrifices,
now is the time to start think-
ing about the people we elect
to office.
In the meantime, let us

come together as a city and
work as one team this coming
year. Our success and future
ride on that.

A happy New Year will depend 
on our collective cooperation

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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Thank you so very much
for the warm welcome you
gave me and Congressman
Peters at your outstanding
holiday party a few weeks
ago.  
We were really impressed

at the turnout and amazed
at the tremendous
amounts of delicious (and
diverse foods).  In fact, I
could go for one of those

potato perogi right now!
I wanted to thank you for

sending us the Hamtramck
Review this week.  The pho-
tos are fabulous.  It is very
meaningful for Congress-
man Peters to be pho-
tographed with you on the
cover of your paper.
So thanks very much.

We very much look forward
to working with you in

2013!

Hy Safran
Congressman 
Gary C. Peters
U.S. House of 
Representatives
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‘Thanks’ for the party and perogi

Fire Chief Paul Wilk (left) and Police Chief Max Garbarino
were both sworn into office on the same day. The two new
chiefs are believed to be the youngest to hold the positions
in Hamtramck.

A mural painted on a city-owned building on Jos. Campau and
Goodson caused an outpouring of criticism because some
believed it depicted the death of Hamtramck.



Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

leanneconger@gmail.com
WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM

Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on
these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

Multi-Family Homes:

2627 Botsford - $74,900

2700 Commor - $26,900 NEW PRICE!

Single Family Homes

3859 Caniff - $26,900 SOLD!

2393 Burger - $34,900 NEW PRICE!

12140 nagel - $14,900 

6192 Selkirk - $29,900 NEW PRICE!

20442 hull - $24,900 

12284 McDougall - $9,900

5117 Belmont - $8,500 - LC Available

2669 Botsford - $55,000 

2663 Botsford - $55,000

9632 Dequindre - $15,000 NEW PRICE!

Royal Oak

2931 Rochester Rd. $94,900 

Diamond Realty & Associates

Office (810) 375-2500
Cell (586) 214-4663

11685 Sobieski
FOR LEASE $700/mo.
Brick, 2 Bedroom, Living
Room, Dining Room, Full
Basement, 2 Car Garage,

Water Included.

Highland Park

20171 Derby - $12,900

Detroit

5805 Marseilles - $14,900 

3849 Gaylord - $14,900

20290 Syracuse - $20,000 NEW!

Commercial Property

8320 Conant - $650k LEASE OPTIOn $1,950/Mo.

800 7 Mile Rd. - $34,900 NEW PRICE!

Vacant Land

12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $59,900  

O’Catalina, Almont - $32,900

Riley Twp.

2551 Reeves - $205,500 SOLD!

Mussey Twp.

13690 Kaufman - $74,900 PENDING!

Warren

8311 Toepfer - $19,900 NEW PRICE!

8687 Chalmers - $29,900 SOLD!

11455 ShERMAn - $24,900 NEW!

Utica

12230 noonan Ct - condo - $124,900 PENDING!

Fraser

31659 Fraser Dr. - $19,900 PENDING!

Dryden

6220 hall - $222,200 PENDING!

Rentals

11685 Sobieski - $700/mo. Inc. water, SF,

LR, DR, 2 BR, Bsmt & Garage NEW

PRICE!

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Short Sale/REO Specialist 
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FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

� � � �

   

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

11758 Gallagher
Hamtramck

Very Large, 3 Bedroom
home with extra side-
lot. Living Room, Dining
Room, Kitchen, Ceramic
Bath, Full-Length Base-
ment, Expansion Attic,
2-Car Block Garage

w/Opener
$49,000

Price Reduced!

3448-50 Holbrook-
Hamtramck

2-Family home, 4 Bedrooms,
Full Basement, Separate

Utilities $39,900

8609 Jos. Campau-Hamtramck
4,200 sq. ft. Commercial Building
with Living Quarters Upstairs. Full
basement, 2 ½ car garage. Former
home of Kopytko Meat Market.
$149,900 Price Reduced!
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SOLD

SOLD
John Ulaj Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Bar For Sale
$148,000

Includes everything. 
9735 Conant, Bar in turn-key
operation. Excellent location.

Includes liquor license.

2 Family House for
Sale $18,500 
3186 Trowbridge  

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

HUD Certified

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year - health, happiness and prosperity.

Pastor Fr. Bogdan Milosz and Parish Staff
Christmas Season 2012

3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • 313-891-1520
Email:qofaparish@aol.com • www.queenofapostlesparish.org

Saturday, December 15 • Advent Reconciliation ............................................11.00 am
Healing Mass …………………………….................................................................. 4:00 pm
Filarets Female Choir – Dir. Bob Barnhart
Monday, December 24 • Christmas Vigil – Family Mass ....................................4:00 pm
Solemn Midnight Mass ....................................................................................12:00 am 
*Celebrated in English and Polish (Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols at 11:30 pm)

Tuesday, December 25 • Christmas Day
Mass in Polish……………………….…..10:00 am   Mass in English ..................12:00 Noon
Monday, December 31 – New Years Eve………… ..........................................4:00 pm
Tuesday, January 1, 2013 • Blessed Virgin Mary ...10:00 am Polish ..12:00 pm English
Sunday, January 6, 2013 • Epiphany of the Lord ..................8:30 am, 10:00 am Polish 
Chalk and Incense available ........................................................................12:00 Noon
January 20 • Radio Marya Oplatek ..................................................................10:00 am

state-appointed emergency fi-
nancial manager take control of
the city.
Well, guess what?
The special meeting turned

into a two-hour closed session,
at the end of which the council
decided to delay taking any ac-
tion.
City officials were tight-lipped

over what was discussed, but
sources told us there was a sig-
nificant agreement reached with
the police officers’ union as well
as a promise from the firefight-
ers’ union to look for cuts into
their budgets.
Six residents living in an

upper flat on Trowbridge St. had
a big “thank you” to say to fire-
fighters.
Firefighters made a dramatic

rescue of the six who were
trapped upstairs while their
house was burning down. 
By the time firefighter arrived

at 3:30 a.m., it was a life-threat-
ening moment. Firefighters had
to scramble to get a ladder set
up in seconds flat and start
bringing the tenants down,
which included two children.
No one was injured in the fire,

which according to firefighters
was a small miracle.

Kickball isn’t just for kids any
more.
In yet another trend of adults

re-inventing games from their
childhood – check out dodgeball
– kickball leagues were the
growing rage around the country
last summer.
And Hamtramck was also

rolling with it.
Adult kickball made its debut

at Playfair Field, thanks to a new
program by the Hamtramck
Recreation Department. There
were six teams, each a mix of
men and women.
And judging by that debut we

were happy to report that kick-
ball was – ahem – a ball of fun.
Hamtramck joined a growing

number of communities by mak-
ing it illegal to sell synthetic
marijuana products.
The most well known product

was called K2, which was sold
as herbal incense. The prod-
ucts, which also went by the
names Spice, Hayze, Black
Magic and bath salts, were
mostly sold in party stores and
gasoline stations.
Despite being labeled not for

human consumption, people
were smoking the products.
There were numerous cases of

drug overdoses, as well as
other serious health issues,
such as heart attacks, strokes
and mental instability.
For the first time in who knew

in how many years, the Ham-
tramck High School boys’ var-
sity baseball team won their
first district championship.
Adam Mused, the coach of

the team, said that the general
consensus was that it was the
first district title in 27 years.
Go Cosmos!
Something was growing on

the city’s southend.
A farm, that’s what.
Dubbed “Hamtown Farms,”

over 100 volunteers showed up
at an empty lot on Lumpkin to
help set up gardening beds,
clean off bricks for paths, and,
of course, start some planting.
The deal was, the city allowed

the farm project to take root on
nine empty city-owned lots.
The plan was to cultivate a

small patch of Paw Paw trees
and allow residents to plant
their own gardens, with seeds
freely provided.
It was all about greening up

the city, and allowing folks to
grow and eat their own food.
Thanks to Wayne County and

a federal grant, by this October
residents without a primary doc-
tor or insurance won’t have to
go to an emergency room just to
treat routine medical ailments.
Wayne County’s Department

of Health and Human Services
announced that it obtained a
$1.2 million federal grant under
the Affordable Health Act to
open a medical clinic in Ham-
tramck.
“The Hamtramck Health Cen-

ter will enable residents to have
a ‘medical home’ to receive reg-
ular, routine health care serv-
ices instead of frequenting
costly hospital emergency
rooms for ailments best treated
by a primary care physician,”
said Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano in a press re-
lease.
“It will help area families re-

ceive the quality health care
they need and deserve regard-
less of their health insurance
status.”
The county said a site for the

clinic has not been determined.

Come back next week for a look
back at the second half of the
year.

A look back at 2012 – January through June
Continued from page 5



By Ian Perrotta
This week’s crime reports

covers Dec. 20 through Dec.
26.
Thursday, December 20
• A woman from the 2200

block of Danforth reported
that a man known to her as-
saulted her as they walked
home from a party on Andrus.
• An officer found a men’s

wallet in the street in front of
a bar in the 11400 block of
Jos. Campau. The wallet was
tagged for safe keeping.
• At 5:53 a.m. a male was

arrested after a traffic stop at
Caniff and Fleming.
• At 6:50 a.m. a female

was arrested after a traffic
stop at Conant and Holbrook.
• At 8:22 a.m. a woman re-

ported that a former friend
has been harassing her.
• At 10 a.m. the manager

of a business in the 8800
block of Jos. Campau re-
ported that an unknown per-
son(s) damaged the company
Ford Ranger between 12/19
and 12/20.
• A resident of the 2300

block of Caniff reported an
unknown suspect broke out a
driver side window of his
1996 Toyota and stole a
jacket and Playstation con-
troller around noon.
• A resident of the 3200

block of Hanley reported the
theft of his 2005 Pontiac
Grand Am between 10 p.m.
on 12/19 and 1 p.m. on this
date.  
• A resident of the 3100

block of Lehman reported the
theft of his 2002 Oldsmobile
Alero from Nolan behind his
house. 
• A Detroit resident was

placed under arrest in the
2300 block of Carpenter for
disorderly conduct, obstruc-
tion of justice, possession of
open intoxicants and posses-
sion of marijuana at 4:20
p.m.
• A Lumpkin resident was

placed under arrest after an
officer located several bottles
of suspected prescription nar-
cotics in his vehicle at Jos.

Campau and Carpenter at
7:05 p.m.  
• At 7:39 p.m. a woman

produced a fraudulent insur-
ance certificate during a traf-
fic stop at Botsford and
Fleming.
• At 9:43 p.m. a man was

placed under arrest for the
second time for operating
while intoxicated after striking
three parked cars on Caniff
between Conant and Ellery. 
• At 9:30 p.m. and 10:31

p.m. officers were dispatched
to the area of Caniff and
Mackay to investigate shots
fired.

Friday, December 21
• At 7:38 a.m.  a man from

the 11600 block of Moran re-
ported that an unknown per-
son(s) broke into his between
11 p.m. on 12/20 and 7 a.m.
on 12/21.
• At 3 p.m. an Edwin resi-

dent came into the station
claiming ID theft.
• At 3:07 p.m. two vehicles

collided into one another in
the area of Brombach and
Belmont.
• At 6:33 p.m. a resident

from the 9500 block of Co-
nant came into the station
stating someone siphoned
the gas out of his vehicles. 
• At 10:11 p.m. a man was

conveyed to Detroit Receiving
Hospital for a court-ordered
petition signed by Honorable
Judy Hartsfield  of the Wayne
County Probate Court.
• At 10:21 p.m. a woman

reported a screen to a win-
dow on her residence was
cut.
• At 11:27 p.m. a woman

came to the police station
and reported that she was
robbed at gunpoint while
walking eastbound in the
South Evaline Alley east of
Mitchell.

Saturday, December 22
• At 2:52 a.m. a woman

was placed under arrest for
the second time for operating
while intoxicated and causing
injury after being involved in
an injury accident at Caniff
and Buffalo.
• At 9:21 a.m. a female

was arrested for assaulting
her husband in the 11600
block of Klinger.
• At approx 12:55 p.m. a

Holbrook homeowner made a
report of a break-in. The pipe
and sink were taken.
• At approx 1:28 p.m. an

Oliver resident came into the
station to report the mali-
cious destruction of property
of his cousin's vehicle.
• At 5:36 p.m. a Yemans

resident came into the sta-
tion and stated that after
meeting a person to buy a
phone, the person stole his
money.
• The DPW was called to a

residence on Lumpkin to se-
cure a door of an abandoned
home.

Sunday, December 23
• At 1:47 a.m. a woman re-

ported that while she was
stopped at Caniff and Nagel,
a tan Ford Taurus pulled up
next to her. When that vehicle
took off the woman heard a
loud pop, and then her driver
side front window shattered.
• At 3:18 a.m. a woman re-

ported that while standing on
Edwin, near Dequindre, a man
known to her struck her nu-

merous times to the face 
• At 7:24 a.m. three un-

known black males broke into
a business in the 9800 block
of Jos. Campau.
• At 8:07 a.m. the owner of

a business in the 3500 block
of Caniff reported that some-
one broke out a front window.
No items appeared to be
missing.
• At 11:19 a.m. a person

reported the theft of his white
1995 Dodge Intrepid from in
front of his residence in the
11700 block of Dequindre. 
• At 11:30 a.m. a woman

reported that she was rear
ended by an unknown blue
van driven by a unknown
black female on Jos. Campau
just south of Belmont. The
suspect vehicle then fled the
scene.
• A crash occurred at Caniff

and Mackay at 4 p.m.
• An agent of a business in

the 10200 block of Conant
reported an unknown suspect
threw a brick through the win-
dow of his 2011 Audi at 4:52
p.m. 
• At 9:45 p.m. a woman re-

ported that between 4 p.m.
and 9:45 p.m. person(s) un-
known forced entry into her
residence in the 11700 block
of Mitchell and stole two tele-
visions. 

Monday, December 24
• At 4:22 a.m. a man from

the 2200 block of Goodson
reported that two black
males, driving a white Ford
Taurus attempted to steal his
vehicle while it was parked in
front of his residence.
• At 4:48 a.m. a man re-

ported that his vehicle was
stolen between  11 p.m. on
12/23 and 4:40 a.m. on
12/24 while it was parked in
front of a house in the 2300
block of Andrus.
• At 8:37 a.m. a woman re-

ported the theft of her teal
1998 Mercury Villager from in
front of her residence in the
2900 block of Yemans.
• At 8:52 a.m. a traffic stop

at Commor and Nagel re-
vealed the driver to have
fraudulent insurance.
• At 11:33 a.m. a woman

reported her purse was
stolen while she was at a
party located in the 2700
block of Yemans. The purse
contained her credit cards, in-
sulin pump and car keys.
• A Dyar resident was

placed under arrest for do-
mestic assault at 1:33 p.m.
• A Belmont resident re-

ported receiving harassing
phone calls for the past
week. 
• At 11:20 p.m. the owner

of a business in the 8500
block of Conant reported that
a medical building was broke
into (the front door glass was
shattered) and 14 medical
beds worth four hundred dol-
lars each were stolen.

Tuesday, December 25
• At 12:01 a.m. officers

were dispatched to Brombach
and Norwalk to investigate a
heavy-set, white-bearded
white male, wearing red, who
was reported to be breaking
into houses by entering
through the chimney. Upon ar-
rival, the suspect jumped into
a sleigh pulled by eight normal
reindeer and one with a glow-
ing red nose and led officers
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HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 

• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING
FREE ESTIMATES

Full Line of 
Handyman Services

TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Downey’s
Plumbing

All types of plumbing repairs, 

sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 

Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
hamtramck License #1092  

State License #8106883

586-775-2441

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630
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HAMTRAMCK, 2 br. flat,
newly decorated, appli-
ances, $450/mo., no pets,
248-321-8661. 1/18

2646 Holmes St., 3 br.,
stove and fridge incl., brand
new carpeting, 313-365-
9005, 313-365-8002, 313-
287-4725.  1/4

Upper + lower for rent, appli-
ances incl., nice and clean,
$450/mo. + $450 security
deposit, 586-994-0773. 1/11

Hamtramck, 1 br. upper, in-
cludes utilities. Also, 2 br.
lower, utilities separate, no
pets, 586-438-9999. 12/28

13100 Bloom St., 2 br. lower,
living, dining, kitchen, bath-
room, basement, water incl.,
$400/mo., $800 to move in,
313-804-4590. 12/21

Large, 2 br. lower flat, 2990
Lehman, appliances in-
cluded, $450/mo., plus de-
posit, 313-882-2188.

Hamtramck upper, clean, fur-
nished studio apartment,
private entrance, $310/mo.
utilities not included. Call
Dale, 248-892-7257. 12/28

Hamtramck, references and
security deposit, kitchen
privileges, bathroom, 313-
768-6337. 12/28

3 and 5 br. single house,
rent, w/option to buy, no
pets, 313-369-1654. 12/21

3241 Belmont, 2 br. upper,
stove and fridge, call for ap-
pointment, 586-604-0553.
12/28  

Hamtramck, BEAUTIFULLY
REMODELED, 3 br. house,
utilities not included,
$700/mo, Sect. 8 ok, credit
check, 313-590-1000. 12/28

Hamtramck, 9398 Charest,
1st flr., 2 br., living/dining
rm., no pets, ask for Doda or
David, 586-722-8963. 12/28

Border of Hamtramck, 2 br.,
living and dining rm., full
basement. 586-360-1029.
12/28

3881 Caely St., (cross
street Conant), 2 br.,
kitchen, dining, bathroom,
living, disability preferred,
$500/mo., 313-229-8036,
313-455-0270. 12/28

3 + 5 br. single house, rent
w/option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 1/4

Housekeeper wanted, Polish
woman preferred, call 586-
625-2146. 

Floral designer/Sales/Driver
needed. Experience – must
know different floral prod-
ucts, advanced skills & tech-
niques. 3+ yrs. exp., e-mail
if interested, fleures-
damour1@att.net  or call
313-346-5855. Salary,
part/full time, immediate
position, inquire in person at
11338 Conant, Hamtramck.
Must have references +
show work exp. by portfolio,
wire serv. required.    12/28

Experienced tax preparer,
full/part time positions, pre-
vious tax prep. exp. a must.
TPIN/FIN req. or eligible.
Salary negotiable, apply by
e-mail heritagetax@att.net
or call 313-346-5855 for in-
terview, must have refer-
ences and test required for
hire. 12/28

1
2
/3
1
/1
2
.

Town & Country
Sewer Cleaning
FREE ESTIMATES!

$45 & up
313-928-1626
734-281-1626

6
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9
/1
2

Deadline for  
classifieds
for next week

is Thursday 
at Noon

Call to place your ad

(313)  874-2100

Advertisers should check their ad follow-
ing first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to clas-
sify, revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

HELP WANTED

HOUSE 

FOR RENT
HELP WANTED

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

Continued on page 8

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

ROOM FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

DYKI
Catherine Dyki, 89, died De-

cember 19, 2012.
Mrs. Dyki was retired, and

previously worked as a man-
ager at Vanity Fair clothing.
Mrs. Dyki was predeceased

by her husband, Thaddeus
Dyki. She is survived by her sis-
ter, Alice Kopp; brother, Bobby
Andrusynyk; nine nieces; three
nephews; many great nieces
and nephews; two great great-
nieces and nephews.
The funeral service was De-

cember 26, at Jurkiewicz and
Wilk Funeral Home, with cre-
mation and burial of cremains
at Forest Lawn Cemetery. 

KRYSZKIEWICZ
Isabella V. Kryszkiewicz, 81,

died December 22, 2012.
Ms. Kryszkiewicz was re-

tired, and previously worked
at the Hamtramck Public Li-
brary.
Ms. Kryszkiewicz was pre-

deceased by her brother,
Cass Kryszkiewicz. She is
survived by her sister-in-law,
Helen Kryszkiewicz.
Funeral services will be

held on December 29, at St.
Ladislaus Church, instate at
9:30 a.m., with Mass at 10
a.m. Burial will be at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.  



on a high speed p u r -
suit southbound on Jos. Cam-
pau. When the suspect
reached Hamtramck Drive he
went airborne over the GM
Plant. The FBI, CIA, NSA, DEA,
Border Patrol, ICE, ATF and
the Detroit Police were noti-
fied. Selfridge Air National
Guard dispatched two heli-
copters, two F-15s, two Ma-
rine Corps. Harriers, and two
A-10s to the area. The joint
task force was unable to lo-
cate the  suspect. SEAL Team
6 has been placed on
standby for an assault if the
suspect is located. 
• At 2:38 a.m. officers

placed a man under arrest at
a business in the 2000 block
of Caniff for disorderly con-
duct, a Hamtramck warrant,
and for a 3rd Circuit felony
warrant.
• A resident of the 3100

block of Lehman reported the
theft of the aluminum awning
from the rear of his house. 

• At 11 p.m. a male was ar-
rested on the southbound I-
75 Service Drive at Yemans
for B&E and driving with a
suspended license after he
broke into his ex-girlfriend’s
house. 

Wednesday, December 26
• At 2:45 a.m. a woman re-

ported that her ex-boyfriend
broke out two windows on the
west side of her house in the
3100 block of Jacob between
9 p.m. on 12/25 and 2 a.m.
on 12/26. 
• Three consecutive traffic

accidents occurred at Com-
mor and Mackay.
• A male was arrested at

Commor and Mackay after
striking several vehicles.
• A crash occurred at Car-

penter and Gallager.
• A Detroit resident was

placed under arrest for driving
with a suspended license and
possession of marijuana dur-
ing a traffic stop at the I-75
Service Drive and Holbrook.  
• A Neibel resident re-

ported the illegal use of a
credit card at 4:53 p.m.
• A Trowbridge resident was

placed under arrest for driving
with a suspended license dur-
ing a traffic stop at Trow-
bridge and Brombach at 5:39
p.m.

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $6.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $6.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Thin Crust $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Square Deep Dish $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $10.00 $12.00SP

EC
IA
LT
Y 
PI
ZZ
ASLarge

Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$600$600

11608 Conant 
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

11608 Conant
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

Get Out on the Hamtown!

Delivery 5pm-close

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:30pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

FREE
Wifi

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

— ALL CARRYOUT 10% OFF —
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FREE
Wi-fi

Continued from page 7

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid

Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck
We Deliver!

HALAL

Halal 
Hot Dog
$199
$249with Chili

NY Style 
Gyro Plate

$599
Chicken

Nuggets

3/$1
Chili 

Cheese Fries

$349
Smoothies!

New!

New!

New!

New!

New!

n Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

n Veneers & White 
Fillings

n Surgical Removal of
Wisdom Teeth

n Crowns & Bridges
n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, 
Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
Please Visit our Website
www.dentistsamibilani.com
for the Weekly Dental Nutrition Blog

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Monday - Thursday
10am-7pm  

Friday - Saturday 
10am-2pm

NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 

Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring

FREE
TEETH 

WHITENING
(Zoom) Call 
for Details!

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FREE
Consultation 
& Exam
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Denture
& Partial
Specials
Call Now for Details 
313-870-9423

YES!! WE ARE ALSO OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY. WALK-INS WELCOMED.

Your Friendly
Neighborhood

Dentist
Multi-Languages 

Spoken!

Where 

New Smiles

Are Made

50%
Crowns &
Bridges

Call Now for Further Details
313-870-9423

OFF

Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 

on the Hamtown!

Order your 
Srodek or Dearborn

Brand hams for
Christmas at our

hamtramck
Location!


