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Happy New Year every-
one!
Hamtramck will be

buzzing, in more than one
way, this weekend. We
can’t think of a better party
town than dear old Ham-
tramck, where we have
dozens of fun bars to
spend New Year’s Eve.
Inside this issue, you can

check out where the live ac-
tion can be found.
Have fun and be safe.

See you in 2012.

Who said this, and what is
it about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“I felt I needed to be
closer to the situation.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …
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By Charles Sercombe, Alan
Madeleine and Ian Perrotta
Well, here it is, the second in-

stallment of our year in review.
We’ve put together the high-
lights, as well as the lowlights of
2011. We’re interested in what
you think of the past year. Give
us a shout out at news@the-
hamtramckreview.com.

JULY
Any hope that city officials

had about American Axle &
Manufacturing reopening its
plants looked like a thing of the
past.
In July, American Axle offi-

cials announced they were
closing down the company’s
last remaining active plant in-
February and would lay off 300
workers. Company officials
said a change in the demand
for parts was the reason work
is stopping here.
But according to local media

reports, the closing seemed to
be more about forcing UAW

members to take a pay and
benefit cut from $45 an hour to
$30 an hour.
UAW officials said their union

agreed to reduce pay to $32 an
hour, but American Axle offi-

cials said that was untrue.
Regardless, it’s clear where

the parts production had
shifted: To American Axle’s
Mexico plant, which employs
about 2,700 workers and is re-
sponsible for 28 percent of the
company’s global income of
$2.3 billion.
The average hourly rate for a

Mexican plant worker is $6.94.
There are some houses in

town that are pretty rundown,
and then there was a certain
house on the 2000 block of
Edwin St., next door to a house
owned by Tom Witkowski.

The house next door to his
was literally filled with feces, or
so said the Hamtramck police. 
The person who occupied the

house had the habit of defecat-
ing on his couch, floor or any-
where, apparently, but the
toilet, said police investigators. 
When the cops came to ar-

rest the guy for income tax eva-
sion, and possible child abuse,
he was asked why there was
so much excrement on the
floor and everywhere.
The reason was not clear, but

detectives said that the man
who had been living there was
obese and had a hard time get-
ting around. According to
Witkowski, he had noticed that
numerous toilets had been
thrown out over the last few
years since the man lived
there.
The house was later con-

demned.
In an otherwise sleepy elec-

tion year, a little drama erupted
a month before the August Pri-
mary.
A question of residency

arose about City Council candi-
date Abu Mahfuz. Although he
claimed to live in Hamtramck,
the address he listed as being

where he lived turned out to be
an empty attic.
Or so it appeared.
The owner of the house said

that, despite appearances,
Mahfuz actually did live there.
However, according to city
rental dwelling records, the
attic was not listed as a resi-
dence.
Then a new ripple emerged.

According to the Secretary of
State, Mahfuz had changed his
address on July 1 and claimed
to reside on Moran St.
No matter — he did not sur-

vive the cut in the Primary Elec-
tion.

City Manager Bill Cooper de-
cided to take on another job in
the city. Instead of appointing
someone in the Police Depart-
ment as acting chief, Cooper
took on the role himself.
That immediately led to a

labor grievance. The job of
chief became open when Chief
Marek Kalinowski retired from
the department.
So, why in the heck did

Cooper appoint himself?
According to our sources

within the department, there
was a lot of division over who
should be named chief, and

that division turned into con-
frontation among some in the
department to the point where
things were getting a little out
of control.
Cooper said that recent is-

sues had come to light, and he
wanted to get first-hand knowl-
edge of what’s going on within
the department.
“I felt I needed to be closer

to the situation,” Cooper said.
Cooper remained acting chief

until December.
The effort to boot Gov. Rick

Snyder out of office came to
town. Although it appears the
recall drive is still far off, peti-

tion organizers said in July that
they had no problem getting
signatures.
Local recall organizer Chris

Cornwell said many of the peo-
ple signing the petition were
well informed about Snyder’s
budget proposal, especially
something as obscure as cuts
in state revenue funding to
cities.
“One guy called it blackmail,

that you can’t blackmail a city,”
Cornwell said.
There were no knockout

punches or game-changing

A look back at the last half of 2011

Continued on page 2

Characters Always Welcome!12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

H Champagne Toast at Midnight H NO COVER

H Serving Country Breakfast H Open til 4am!
PartyFavors!

American Axle officials announced they were closing down
its last active plant and laying off 300 union members.

Thanks to the Obama administration, the city had $15 million
to use toward demolishing vacant housing and constructing
new housing units.

City Manager Bill Cooper apparently didn’t have enough work
to do. He took on three other jobs: police chief, fire chief
and director of public works.



turns and twists at July’s “Meet
the Candidates Night.”
But there were some enlight-

ening moments and a few jabs,
as well as a mother lode of in-
formation supplied by the nine
city council candidates who
elected to participate.
Four candidates did not show

up. Some candidates appar-
ently boycotted the event be-
cause The Review was a
co-sponsor.
In this election, perhaps

more so than in previous ones,
the issue of residency had
been the talk of town. Candi-
date Robert Zwolak was on the
forefront of this issue, and he
let loose a zinger.
“If you don’t live in this town,

don’t run for council,” he said.
And as for those who serve on
council but are rumored to not
live here, he said: “resign.”
A fierce July storm, that

some likened to being a mini-
tornado, struck down over a
dozen trees in town. The city
last experienced a storm near
this caliber in 1997 when a
full-fledged tornado hit town. 
At that time, over 500 trees

were lost.
Mayor Karen Majewski held

her annual “State of the City
Address” at the public library.
The mayor spoke at length on
a variety of topics. In a nut-
shell, the past year was full of
ups and downs.
In the end, she had to pause

and collect herself to remind
the faithful that, “…despite
everything that’s been thrown
at us, we are still here … alive
and kickin’… still Hamtramck.”
Hamtramck’s Post Office

dodged another bullet.
The Postal Service an-

nounced in July that it was
thinking about closing 3,700
postal branches throughout
the country. Hamtramck was

not on that list.
But there were several

branches in the Detroit area on
the list as well as Highland
Park’s only branch.
Two years ago, postal author-

ities announced Hamtramck’s
branch would be closed, but a
public outcry from residents
apparently did the trick in pre-
venting that from happening.
At that time Russ Gordon of

Zinow St. organized a petition
drive to stop the closing. He
handed postal officials a peti-

tion with 1,200 names. That
apparently impressed postal
authorities.
The poetry community here

and in the metro area reeled in
shock upon hearing that poet
David Blair had died.
Blair had been particularly

active in the Hamtramck’s poet
circle. The cause of his death
was not known.
It seemed only right that dur-

ing the 50th anniversary of
Hamtramck’s famed Little
League World Championship, a
group of Little Leaguers, in the
Bronco division, won the Metro
Area Championship.
In Hamtramck, baseball is

still a game of champions.
It took some political pres-

sure, and perhaps a few called
in favors, but Wayne County fi-
nally did what taxpayers pay
for, or at least part of what we
pony up. The county mowed
down an embankment along
Conant near the viaduct.
The grass there had grown

about four feet tall, making it
not only unsightly, but also a
potential safety hazard for an
unwitting pedestrian to come
along and get mugged.
A Hamtramck police officer

assigned to work with a federal
drug task force apparently was
lured to the other side. Randall

Hutchinson, 45, entered a
guilty plea in federal court of
tipping off a motorcycle gang
member that the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency was tapping his
phone line.
The DEA had been investigat-

ing 90 members of the High-
waymen for dealing steroids
and other criminal activities.

AUGUST
Everyone who lives in Ham-

tramck, or visits here fre-

quently, knows this city is all
about walking around.
And in August, the whole

country learned this as well,
thanks to walkscore.com,
which ranked Hamtramck as
the Number One walkable city
in the state.
Walk Score claimed that

“one point… is worth up to
$3,000 of value for your prop-
erty.” Arguable, for sure, but it
looked good in print, and that
may be all that matters.
Hamtramck scored a 69 --

ah, make up your own joke.
Despite the recent domi-

nance of the Bangladeshi-
American voting bloc, only two
out of five Bengali candidates
for city council made made the
cut for November’s election. 
Incumbent candidate Cathie

Ladzinski Gordon finished on
top with 552 votes.
The total number of votes

cast was 1,486, which is con-
sidered a light turnout for a Pri-
mary Election. 
This election was likely off

the radar of many potential vot-
ers because the only issue on
the ballot was the council race.
Some said that there were
fewer Muslim voters because
election day was the second
day of Ramadan.
And speaking of the election,

all of the candidates had one
thing in common: They were all
cheap when it came to cam-
paign spending.
All but three of the 13 candi-

dates who ran for the Primary
Election filed a waiver with the
Wayne County Election Division
that said they didn’t plan to re-
ceive or spend over $1,000.
That waiver exempted them

from having to file campaign fi-
nancial reports.
Candidates Cathie Gordon,

who was the only incumbent
seeking re-election, Steve
Shaya and Roger Lamm did not
seek a financial waiver.
Shaya emerged as the big

gun, at least financially speak-
ing. His campaign war chest
started out with $3,590, ac-
cording to his pre-Primary Elec-
tion report that was filed with
Wayne County
Gordon started her campaign

with $2,847.
It was unknown at that point

how much money Lamm came
up with because his financial
report had not yet been filed.
Just where does the money

come from for these candi-
dates? In the case of Shaya,
largely from himself. He do-
nated $2,800 to his campaign,
according to his financial re-
port.
Gordon’s war chest was par-

tially fueled by $1,374 that she
and her family members do-
nated.
Hamtramck’s first-ever

Farmer’s Market started out
small, just like a seed, but it
eventually blossomed into
something a little more sizable.
It was the brainchild of Alex

and Zina Lumelsky, who
wanted to bring locally-grown
fresh, and preferably organic,
produce into town.
At the start, three growers

agreed to set up a table every
Wednesday in the city parking
lot between Polonia and Polish
Village Cafe.
There was one unexpected

bump in the plan, however.
“This growing season has

been pretty weird,” Alex said at
the time. “We had no spring.”
As a result, he said, not a lot

of produce survived to grow.
Nevertheless, what we saw
was pretty amazing: fresh
green beans, kale, cukes, car-
rots, collard greens and
squash.
The community pulled to-
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This week at the library...
Inaugural Ceremonies - Sunday, January 1 at

1:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to the Inaugural
Ceremonies of the newly elected members of
the Common Council.

ESL Class with Christine Templing - Saturday,
January 7 at noon. Intermediate ESL class con-
ducted by Christine Templin, free to the public.

Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Tues-
day, January 3 at noon. Adults with basic com-
puter skills can enhance their computer literacy
each Tuesday at the library. Number of partici-
pants is limited to available computers.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January 3 at
3:30 p.m.Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math
club and math tutoring.

ESL Conversation Group - Tuesday, January 3
at 4:30 p.m. Conversation sessions with Ms.
Trisa for advanced ESL students are free of
charge to Hamtramck residents.

ESL Class with Ms. Templin - Wednesday, Jan-
uary 4 at noon. Christine Templin is the instruc-
tor for the ESL class for beginners. Everyone is
invited. Free to the public.

Movies and Popcorn at the Library - Wednes-
day, January 4 at 3:30 p.m. Bring the whole fam-
ily for a free movie and popcorn.

Computer Classes for Beginners - Thursday,
January 5 at noon and 1 p.m. Basic instructions
on computer use for beginners will be held on

Thursdays. Number of participants is limited to
available computers.

Family Game Night - Thursday, January 5, at 5
p.m. Join your friends and family members in
friendly skill and knowledge games. This month
the featured game is BINGO.

ESL News for You - Friday, January 6 at 3:30
p.m. ESL reading and discussion class with
Latisha Edge. Free to the public.

Financial Activists Club - Friday, January 6 at
3:30 p.m. If you want to expand your knowledge
of budgeting and investing, play financial literacy
games and learn how to grow your money, join
the club. It is free of charge.

Story Time for Children - Saturday, January 7,
at noon. Join your friends at the library in a read-
ing of stories about the New Year.

Teen Club Activity - Monday, January 9 at 3:30
p.m. Teens and tweens are invited to join us in
a program celebrating the holidays.

Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, Jan-
uary 12 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Library
Board will be held in the auditorium. Open to the
public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, Jan-
uary 19 at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy
and Treasurer George Gorday invite all members
and volunteers to participate in the regular
monthly meeting.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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City Councilmember Cathie Gordon was all smiles after finish-
ing the Primary and General elections as the top vote getter.



gether for Hamtramck resident
Thomas “T.J.”  Zuchowski.
In June, Zuchowski, a 23-

year-old Wayne State University
accounting graduate, injured
his spine while diving into a
lake near Oscoda.
The injury left Zuchowski par-

alyzed from the chest down.
He was currently in the rehabil-
itation unit at Royal Oak Beau-
mont Hospital to receive
therapy for the injury, which
severed his spine at the cervi-
cal level.
According to his mother,

Donna Zuchowski, T.J.’s spirits
were high.
“He’s pushing, and getting

stronger,” she said. 
Well, the smoke finally

cleared, and we all lived to tell
about it.
Once again, The Review’s

fundraiser for the annual Ham-
tramck Labor Day Festival was
just too much fun, and raised
a hefty $3,000.
As for our lost brain cells

from too much imbibing, well,
someone had to do it. And by
golly, if we have to do it again
next year, so be it.
Hanley International Acad-

emy had something to look for-
ward to in the upcoming school
year.
A ribbon cutting ceremony

was held at its newly-con-
structed school at 2400 Den-
ton.
The school, which covers pre-

kindergarten through the 8th
grade, was started in 2005
with an enrollment of about
200 students.
Since then, Hanley’s enroll-

ment had increased to nearly
650 students.
The school previously oper-

ated out of two different build-
ings. But when enrollment
continued growing, Hanley’s
management decided to pur-
chase the property on Denton
(the former office for the state
Department of Human Serv-
ices) and have a new facility
built.

SEPTEMBER
Weather bummer.
That was the consensus of

this year’s Hamtramck Labor
Day Festival. Talk about ex-
tremes.
On Saturday it was a swelter-

ing 98-freaking-degrees, with
something like 90 percent hu-
midity. The sun actually hurt.
Thank goodness for bottled

water, shade and a slight
breeze.
The brave souls who showed

up didn’t exactly have eating
on their mind. The grills weren’t
firing up that much. And for
some reason those who did
come to party weren’t quaffing
down beers like they usually
do.

Sunday, rain came down in
mid-afternoon, but that didn’t
scare off festivalgoers, most of
whom waited out the storm
under whatever shelter they
could find.
By far, Sunday was the best

day.
And when Monday rolled

around, so did fall. A cold snap
put a chill on things as the day
wore on to the point where
heavy jackets were needed.
But overall, everyone we

talked with agreed it was still a
good festival – all things con-
sidered.
“A Hamtramck party never

stops,” said Kathleen Bittner, a
key organizer of the event.
You know that old saying,

“the pen is mightier than the
sword”?
Well, it sure is true.
A petition with over 100 sig-

natures of Hamtramck resi-
dents convinced the owner of
the Hamtramck Town Center to
make it more handicap-friendly.
And by handicap-friendly, we

meant one simple curb cut at
the north corner of Rite Aid.
Residents at the Hamtramck
Senior Plaza complained that
the sidewalk crossing leading
to Rite Aid was blocked by a
curb, which forced those in
wheelchairs or with walkers to
go around into the driving lane
of the shopping center.
During bad weather, seniors

said, there were a number of
close accidents with oncoming
cars. You could say it was a
major lawsuit waiting to hap-
pen.
The owner of the strip mall

agreed to make the sidewalk
handicap accessible, and on

one Thursday morning, the Del-
lacasa Cement Company came
out and made the curb cut and
installed a nice wide ramp.
A small group of seniors,

along with Ron Orr from the
Hamtramck Community Initia-

tive, gathered to look at the
work and pose for a photo.
“Awesome,” was what word

Joan Barrios had to say about
what was happening.
Hamtramck’s financial pic-

ture could take a turn for the
worse if Wayne County closes
its jail here in town.
Wayne County Sheriff Benny

Napoleon announced that the
county planned to seek $200
million from the sale of bonds
to build a new, state-of-the-art
jail downtown. 
If the plan moves forward,

the county would close two
jails, including the Dickerson
Jail in Hamtramck.
The city receives $1 million a

year in lieu of property taxes
from the jail. That cut in rev-
enue would be devastating to
the city.
“Losing another $1 million,

you’re into the final straw type
of thing,” said City Manager Bill
Cooper.
In the next few months, the

city was about to experience a
big change.
Make that a major change.
Especially for the city’s

blighted southend.
Thanks to a $15 million

grant through the Obama stim-
ulus plan, Hamtramck was in
line to demolish dozens of di-
lapidated houses and fix up
many more. There would also
be new housing units built.
Perhaps the biggest news

was that the grant would cover
part of the redevelopment cost
to convert the former Shop-
per’s World building into a com-
bination of commercial space
on the ground floor and living
units on the top floor.
All of this was announced by

Jason Friedmann, the city’s Di-
rector of Community & Eco-
nomic Development.
Oh, and one major milestone

would be reached: The new
housing units going up in the
next several months would
once and for all settle the
Sarah Garratt housing discrim-
ination lawsuit filed against the
city about 40 years ago.

Officials with the Social Se-
curity services made an abrupt
announcement that by the end
of the month, the Hamtramck
branch on Conant would close
down.
Hamtramck residents were

told to go to the Highland Park
office for services.
Carmen Moreno, a

spokesperson for Social Secu-
rity, said it was a matter of eco-
nomics. Congress had slashed
funding to the agency.
Moreno said consolidating

the Hamtramck office with the
Highland Park office would
save the agency $2 million a
year. 
The Hamtramck office had

been here for over three
decades.
As everyone knows, Ham-

tramck is a melting pot of cul-
tures.
But it’s also true that the

varying ethnic groups in the
city rarely melt together, so to
speak.
Not so on Zinow St.
For the fifth year in a row,

neighbors held a barbecue and
get-together in an empty lot in
mid-block.
Talk about food overload.
The food table was like a

mini United Nations, crammed
with specialties from Poland,
Bangladesh, Bosnia and who
knows where else.
In all, 100 pounds of meat

were fired up.
“And there wasn’t one scrap

left,” said one of the organiz-
ers, Russ Gordon.
Gordon is also the chairman

of city’s Human Relations Com-
mission, and he planned to
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Board of Education Elizabeth Zwolak - President, 

Yvonne Myrick - Vice President, Hedy Shulgon - Secretary, Dennis Puchalski -

Treasurer, Jerome Balcerzak - Trustee, 

Titus Walters - Trustee, 

Joan Borushko - Trustee. 

NEW dodge lounge • 8850 Jos. Campau • 874-5963

Seniors successfully petitioned the owner of the Hamtramck
Town Center to make a sidewalk next to Rite Aid handicap
accessible.



help organize similar neighbor-
hood get-togethers throughout
the city.
“It’s brought people together,

and I’d like to get more of
these things going,” he said.
By a slim majority, the City

Council OK’d a deal to hire an
engineering company to apply
for a $1 million state grant to
figure out how to repair the
city’s sewer system.
There was no question

whether the city’s decades old
sewer system needs to be re-
paired. A number of Ham-
tramck basements have long
been subject to backups of foul
sewer and rain water when
heavy rains fall.
But coming to an agreement

on applying for the grant raised
the thorny issue of where was
the city going to get millions of
dollars needed to make the re-
pairs.
That question has yet to be

answered.
And speaking of broken down

sewers and flooded base-
ments, the council agreed to
settle two separate lawsuits re-
garding basement flooding for
$1.6 million.
Guess who got soaked pay-

ing the settlement?
That’s right, you, Hamtramck

property owners.
To pay for the settlement, a

court-imposed tax was placed
on December’s property tax
bill. That tax amounted to 5
extra mills. Another 3 mills will
be placed on next summer’s

tax bill.
For the average homeowner,

the tax bill came to $250.
Councilmembers said they

agreed to settle the lawsuit be-
cause there was a good
chance the city would lose the
case and be required to pay
even more money.
Public school maintenance

workers and bus drivers were
able to save their jobs, but boy,
did it come at a hefty cost.

Union members agreed to
take a 30-percent wage cut to
prevent a private company from
taking over their work.
Are the days of middle-class

paying jobs a thing of the past?

OCTOBER
City Manager Bill Cooper

began wearing four hats.
No, it wasn’t because he was

cold, or because he had a

unique sense of style.
Instead, it was about  Cooper

taking on four separate jobs:
city manager, police chief, fire
chief and director of public
works.
How did this come about?

The former police chief retired
a few months prior, then the
fire chief retired and finally the
DPW director was abruptly “let
go.” 
So far, the unions represent-

ing police officers and firefight-
ers challenged Cooper’s
authority to hold the dual posi-
tions of police and fire chief.
Hey, it wouldn’t be Hamtramck
without a legal challenge.
As communities across the

state scrambled to figure out
ways to cut costs, more and
more turned to offering serv-
ices four days a week instead
of five.

Oak Park does it. Ferndale,
too. And in October, Dearborn
Heights as well.
There are more communities

that have cut back to a four-day
work week.
Hamtramck, like many com-

munities in the state, is reeling
from cuts in state funding and
falling tax revenue. Hamtramck
lost $600,000 in state rev-
enue sharing this year.
So, will Hamtramck resort to

a four-day work week?
Naw.
City Manager Bill Cooper said

closing City Hall down one day
a week won’t save money in
utilities because the police sta-
tion is located inside, and city
employees are guaranteed a
40-hour work week anyway.
The circumstances behind a

grisly death of a 24-year-old
man on Oct. 8 are still unclear.
But this much was known at

the time: Joseph King was
killed after getting into a con-
frontation at about 2:30 a.m.
on Conant and Caniff, outside
of Small’s bar.
King had just been walking by

when he tangled with patrons
from the bar. That fight led to
King being stabbed and
slashed in his throat. He bled
to death on Conant.
Hamtramck police were still

seeking charges for four sus-
pects in connection with the
murder of King. The suspects
had been held in custody but
police were forced to release
them because the law requires
charges to be filed within 72
hours.
As of the end of the year, the

investigation is ongoing. This
was Hamtramck’s second mur-
der of the year.
Mayor Karen Majewski

needed all the rest she could
get.
Besides holding down a full-

time job and attending numer-
ous meetings as mayor,
Majewski took on another job:
She was named president of
the Michigan Municipal
League.
The MML is a powerful non-

partisan organization in the
state that advocates on the be-
half of communities, especially
by keeping a sharp lookout on
bills winding through the state
legislature that might have an
adverse effect on cities.
“The importance of the MML

as an influence on state-wide
policies and priorities puts
Hamtramck in a prominent and
respected position in the com-
ing year,” Majewski said about
her new role and what effect it
might have on the city.
For 13 years Friendship

House had been able to stock
its meager food pantry thanks
to a small state grant.
That funding came to an

abrupt end with just a single
phone call.
That call came a day before

state funding was supposed to
be renewed for the year. Friend-
ship House had been receiving
$12,240 a year, which was
used to purchase food from
other pantries at a discount. 
“If no money comes in for

the holidays,” said Kim Ulase-
vics of Friendship House at the
time, “we’ll have to close.”
Well here’s a twist no one

saw coming in this year’s elec-
tion for city council.
Candidate Steve Shaya

started asking voters to not
vote for him because he had
taken a job with the city.
Shaya was appointed as a

consultant to help run the De-
partment of Public Works, and
there was a good chance that
if he wanted the job as director,
he had a shot at getting it.
Shaya said he indeed applied

for the job.
Election law does not allow

for a candidate to have his or
her name withdrawn from the

ballot. If Shaya had won one of
the three seats on council, he
said he would immediately re-
sign.
Turns out that in the Novem-

ber election he did not come

close.
In other election news, the

federal government issued a di-
rective to Hamtramck to begin
printing ballots and other elec-
tion material not only in Eng-
lish, but also in the
Bangladesh language.
According to the Census,

there is a sizeable enough
community of Bangladeshi to
require the dual election mate-
rial.
What comes down, must go

back up.
Trees, that is.
The city’s main business dis-

trict, all along Jos. Campau,
was dealt with a major set-
back. Trees along the avenue
had to be removed because
they lifted up slabs of side-
walks, broke apart iron cast
grates surrounding them, and
in some cases actually bent
curbs.
The trees came down thanks

to a grant from DTE Energy.
New trees were planted again
thanks to that very same grant.
And there’s more. The sidewalk
slabs that were ruined by the
former trees were replaced.

Good-bye trip and fall law-
suits – at least along certain
parts of Jos. Campau.
Hamtramck Public Schools

breathed a huge sigh of relief.
The district had been bracing

for a loss of 110 students this
school year because of the
opening of a new charter
school building. 
But instead of wringing its

hands over what to do with a
cut of $750,000 in state aid
because of the anticipated stu-
dent defection, the district cel-
ebrated an actual increase of
44 students from last year.
The total student headcount

was 2,981. The biggest in-
crease in students was at
Kosciuszko Middle School.
In state aid dollar value, that

came out to about $300,000
extra for the district.
For about two years Ham-

tramck city officials dithered
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11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31st

Pot Luck - Bring a Dish
Thank you for another successful year

collecting for TOYS for TOTS!

Lions and Red Wings Drink Specials
Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every Fri & Sat Night 9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events
No December Breakfast - Will Resume in January

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

NOTICE OF
PRECINCT CHANGE

To the Qualified Electors of the
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK - 

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Precinct 2 which was located at the

Kosciszko Middle School, 2333 Burger
has been permanently moved to the
Hamtramck Community Center

11350 Charest
effective for the February 28, 2012
Presidential Primary Election.

For the fifth year in a row, residents on Zinow St. threw a bar-
becue featuring dishes from the many ethnic groups living
on the block.

Mayor Karen Majewski took on another role as president of
the influential Michigan Municipal League.
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Well, here it is, the end of
the year.
Goodbye 2011, and in

some ways, good riddance.
This was, without a doubt,

a tough year to endure. The
economy sucked, and
there’s little indication things
will get better.
There’s less money to go

around for everyone, includ-
ing for city services.
Case in point, this past

Tuesday, the city council
voted to force police officers
to kick in several thousand
dollars each in order to get
health insurance.
Part of this decision was

mandated by a majority of
state Republican lawmak-
ers, who placed a cap on

how much each city can con-
tribute to health insurance.
But it appears Hamtramck

went well above that cap.
Needless to say, there is a

foul mood in the police de-
partment these days. There
is also a labor grievance
filed over this, and according
to insiders, it looks like the
officers have a good case.
We’ll have more on this in

the coming weeks.
Property owners also felt

the financial pinch this year
thanks to a $1.6 million
court settlement with resi-
dents who filed a lawsuit
against the city for past
basement floods.
Homeowners received an

extra tax bill in December for

about $250 each.
We could go on and on,

but suffice to say, 2011 saw
some hard times.
How does 2012 look? 
So far, not much better.
Plus, this is a presidential

election year, and it looks
like this campaign season is
going to get nasty.
While we have plenty to

wring our hands over, Ham-
tramck is a survivor. We’ve
pointed that out countless
times. And we have re-
mained a survivor, because
we help each other out in
times of need.
It’s going to be a pro-

longed time of need folks.
Here’s to hoping the New
Year treats us all better.

With the old year gone,
let’s hope for a better 2012

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~
Housing 

Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of 
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

over a proposed law regulating
where medical marijuana could
be grown.
There was concern that if

Hamtramck city officials had
waited any longer, the state’s
courts and conservative law-
makers would have neutered
the state law allowing medical
marijuana to make it virtually il-
legal to grow.
State officials, City Attorney

James Allen said, were trying
to “read the law out of exis-
tence.”
Allen said one of the key

points of the voter-approved
law that prosecutors and
courts have focused on is
growing collectives and
whether patients can sell med-
ical marijuana to other pa-
tients.
It took a few more weeks, but

the council finally adopted a
law regulating where medical
marijuana can be grown.
If you watched Hamtramck’s

football team play during the
season, then you probably saw
Jonathan Blanding.
On the field he was pretty

much everywhere.
Blanding, the team’s senior

captain this past season,
starred for the Cosmos on both
sides of the ball at running
back and linebacker.
Blanding had 108 tackles

and had several multiple touch-
down games.
“He’s just a smart player,”

said Leo Wells, Hamtramck’s
head football coach, who first
encountered Blanding as a
sophomore. “He’s gone from
night-to-day since then. He’s
come a long way.”
And now, there was a good

chance that Blanding would go
on to play college football. 
Make Hamtramck proud,

Jon.

NOVEMBER
Move over, Detroit. You had

your moment in the national
spotlight.
Now, it’s Hamtramck’s turn to

wow the television viewing au-
dience of the NFL Super Bowl
that’s coming up this Feb. 5.
Last year, Detroit got a huge

amount of love from football
fans after playing a major role
in the introduction of the
Chrysler 300.
In this coming Super Bowl,

Hamtramck will buzz and sizzle
in Chevy’s introduction of the
hybrid Volt. 
Filming for the commercial

started this month. Students
from Hamtramck High School,
as well as several adults in
town, were interviewed to tell
their Hamtramck story.
A production crew filmed var-

ious scenes of Hamtramck.
There is no word on whether a
powerhouse music performer
will also be associated with the
commercial, like Eminem was
in Chrysler’s commercial.
Hipsters, rockers and fans of

quality threads were in heaven.
Value World, the popular dirt-

cheap used clothing store,
opened next to Glory Market
on Jos. Campau.
Lucy Cichanowicz, 81, called

us to say she was overjoyed
that the store had located
here. Now, she said, she no

longer had to arrange a ride to
Warren’s Value World.
“We don’t have enough

stores like this in Hamtramck,”
she said.
Would-be operators of a Ben-

gali-centric charter school will
have to find another partner. 
Organizers of the school had

asked Hamtramck’s Public
School district to sponsor their
charter or face having some
other education center partner
up.
If the district had agreed to

the sponsorship, it would have
received about $100,000 a
year for doing the bulk of the
paperwork for the charter
school.
Superintendent Tom Niczay

said the School Board wasn’t

buying it.
“The board agreed it would

just take kids away from us,”
Niczay said.
Plans for the charter school

are still in the making. The
school will apparently locate in
the empty St. Lad’s elementary
school – where the public
school district had operated
Dickinson West Elementary
School until last spring.
Remember the day when you

could read the weekly “crime
log” in the old Citizen newspa-
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Swearing in … This isn’t ex-
actly what we had in mind to
do on New Year’s Day, but
what the heck. On Jan. 1,
newly elected city coun-
cilmembers and school
boardmembers will be inau-

gurated at the public library
at 1:30 p.m.

Good work … Hamtramck
police nabbed an Oak Park
man wanted for the murder of
a Ypsilanti man.

Kenneth Rooks, 24, was ar-
rested Tuesday morning when
Hamtramck police discovered
him sleeping in a car.
That’s some wide aware

work by our officers.

By David Piestrzynski
The Hamtramck Boys Var-

sity Basketball team is still
looking for its first victory.
On Dec. 28, the Cosmos fell

to 0-5 after a 65-38 loss at
Rochester.
Bill Gergosian, Hamtramck’s

head basketball coach, saw
this season as a rebuilding
year, a season to focus on
hustle and development.
The 2010-11 Cosmos were

9-11, and this year’s team

had very little experience re-
turning to the fold. But things
appeared to be looking up
after the second game, a 29-
27 road defeat to Madison
Heights Lamphere.
The Cosmos had a chance

to tie that game in the final
seconds.
They dropped another two-

point loss to Hazel Park after
that, but have since been
routed by Oak Park and
Rochester.

However, the Cosmos now
have an opportunity to look at
things from a fresh perspec-
tive.
The Cosmos will be seeking

their first win when they hit
the road to face Waterford Our
Lady of the Lakes in the first
game of 2012 on Jan. 5.
After that, the Hamtramck

boys team comes home for a
pair of games against Royal
Oak and Frontier International
Academy on Jan. 10 and 13.

Cosmos boys still looking for first win

When it comes to good food
and great times, Hamtramck
has plenty to offer. In this col-
umn, we’ll talk about what’s
happening at our bars, restau-
rants and other events that
can be found throughout the
city.

By Alan R. Madeleine
Some of Hamtramck’s fa-

vorite bars will be featuring
live entertainment on New
Year’s Eve for your ball-drop-
ping pleasure.
And then, you can watch the

New Year come in!
New Dodge Lounge – Fea-

turing The Bill Bondsmen,
with Bison Machine and Fire
in Japan.  Doors @ 8, 21+.
8850 Jos. Campau. (313)
874-5963.
Tight Fittin’ Jeans – Pajama

Party, with a Champagne
Toast @ midnight, including
party favors, and a country
breakfast.  No cover.
Suzy’s Bar – 2942 Evaline,

E. of Jos. Campau. (313)
872-9016.
P.L.A.V. Post 10 – Pot luck

dinner – bring a dish. 11824
Jos. Campau. (313) 893-
1355.
Whiskey in the Jar – 2741

Yemans, just W. off Jos. Cam-
pau. (313) 873-4154.
Hippo’s in Hamtramck –

11641 Conant. (313) 893-
5633.
Skipper’s Hamtown – 9735

Conant. No phone number
available.
Celina’s Sports Bar – DJ @

9 p.m., with champagne toast
at midnight. 11667 Jos. Cam-
pau. (313) 365-1801.
Motor City Sports Bar – No

cover. 9122 Jos. Campau.
(313) 875-4710.
Head Coach Bar – No cover.

12001 Conant. (313) 366-
6317.
Kelly’s Bar – 2403 Hol-

brook. (313) 872-0387. 
Small’s Bar – All ages show

featuring SuperLast, Crashing

Cairo and The Dregs. Doors
at 8 p.m.; $10 cover includes
Champagne (or PBR!) toast at
midnight, snacks. 10339 Co-
nant at the SW corner or Can-
iff. (313) 873-1117.
The Painted Lady – Sros

Lords and (from Lansing) The
People’s Temple. Cover $6.
2930 Jacob St., first block
east off Jos. Campau. (313)
874-2991.
Paycheck’s – Live music for

New Year’s Eve. 2932 Caniff,
E. of Jos. Campau. (313)
874-0909.
7 Brothers Bar – 11831

Jos. Campau. (313) 365-
6576.

Do you know of a cool bar,
a great restaurant or just a
nice place to hang out? If you
have tips on special events or
just want to shine some light
on your favorite spot send a
message to news@theham-
tramckreview.com or call us
at (313) 874-2100.

Continued on page 6

Jonathon Blanding became the most valuable player for the
Cosmos football team.



per?
Well, not only did The Citizen

bite the dust, so did the days
of having access to the daily
calls and runs the department
responded to.
How did that come about?
Former Police Chief James

Doyle yanked the crime log
from view because he said cer-
tain residents demanded to
see the information and were
using this information to con-
tact crime victims, which he
said was an invasion of their
privacy and could possibly in-
terfere with ongoing investiga-
tions.
But there had been growing

outcry for the department to re-
lease more detailed informa-
tion.
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski was one of those
demanding more information
be made public. 
“We’ve heard from the pub-

lic, time and again, that this
would be helpful information,”
Jankowski said.

City Manager Bill Cooper
agreed to revisit the issue and
come up with a new policy.
That Bengali-American voting

tiger?
As an emerging power-house

voting bloc, it had more of a
purr than a roar in the Novem-
ber election.
In the council race, the two

top vote-getters were Polish-
Americans. The third place fin-
isher was Anam Miah, a
Bangladeshi-American.
In the School Board race, the

two top vote-getters were Pol-
ish-American Magdalena
Srodek and Nasr Saleh Hus-
sain, a Yemeni-American.
In the last two years, the

Bangladeshi-American commu-
nity was on a surge toward tak-
ing over local public office. That
has appeared to back off in the
past two elections.
Mystery solved. Sort of.
City Councilmember Kazi

Miah cleared up his where-
abouts for the last several
weeks.

In his abrupt, but not entirely
surprising, letter of resignation
a day after the November elec-
tion, Miah explained that he is
now living in Hawaii to be with
his parents. His father moved
there because he was told to
relocate to a warmer climate to
properly recuperate from a re-
cent stroke, Miah said.
Hmmmm … Does moving to

Hawaii require a prescription?
Miah’s replacement was for-

mer Councilmember Abdul Al-
gazali, who has two more years
left in the term.
It took two years, but finally

someone noticed.
Back in 2009, The Review

was the first to break a story

that Hamtramck’s authority to
enforce speeding laws was on
shaky ground.
The city had not, and still has

not, performed traffic studies
to determine what the traffic
speeds should be – especially
on the I-75 service drive where
the speed limit is set at 25
miles per hour.
Some have called that a

speed trap.
WXYZ Channel 7 news inves-

tigator Scott Lewis picked up
Hamtramck’s “dirty little se-
cret,” and aired a six-minute re-
port on how the I-75 speed
limit could be illegal as well as
dangerous.
He also reported how the

city’s police officers’ union
agreed to bring in at least
$60,000 a month in traffic tick-
ets in order to save their jobs.
Lewis talked to a traffic ex-

pert with the state police who
said that it’s unheard of to
have a 25-miles-per-hour
speed limit set for a service
drive. The state police repre-
sentative also said that setting
a speed limit that low on a
service drive can actually lead
to accidents.
Lewis also pointed out, which

The Review did two years ago,
that according to state law,
communities must first con-
duct traffic studies before set-
ting speed limits.
However, although it’s state

law, there are no enforcement
teeth in the law to punish com-

munities that fail to comply.
Local reaction to the report?

It was largely in defense of the
city.
Hey, gotta keep those traffic

fines rolling in.
Hamtramck finally got a new

police chief.
Well, not exactly a perma-

nent one yet. After much fi-
nessing with the council, Lt.
Max Garbarino was named act-
ing police chief until contract
terms are drawn up.
As of the end of the year,

we’re still waiting for that con-
tract. Nevertheless, Garbarino
continued on as acting chief.

DECEMBER
December kicked off as it

usually does with the annual
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing in bank
owned properties, 

short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

25144 Roan - Warren - 3 BR brick Ranch,
full finished basement, 2 1/2 car
garage.$59,900

2344 Pulaski, Hamtramck - 3BR, Base-
ment, 2-Car Garage. $25,900

11622 Hovey, Warren - 3 BR Brick Ranch,
Finished Basement, 2-Car Garage.
$59,900

4511 Sobieski, Detroit - Two-Family Bun-
galow, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Basement
$21,000

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

BAR FOR SALE • $148,000
Includes everything. 9735 Conant, Bar in turn-key operation. 
Excellent location. Asking $148,000 Includes liquor license.

Century 21
Town & Country
Single Family Homes
12134 Charest - $13,900NEW PRICE!
9632 Dequindre - $18,500

Macomb Township:
17381 Beacham - $136,040 

Warren:
30010 Warner - $99,900 - NEW
PRICE!

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

leanneconger@gmail.com
WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM

Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on
these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

2412 Pulaski
New Price!

$39,900
Multi-Family Homes:
3333 Holbrook - $67,900 NEW PRICE!
4-2 bedroom units. Land Contract available 

2276 Evaline - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
11429 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
Single Family Homes
11430 Klinger - $44,900 NEW!
2412 Pulaski - $39,900 NEW PRICE!
11708 Sobieski - $59,900 NEW!
11750 Sobieski - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
11508 Nagel - $7,800 NEW PRICE!
247 Chalmers - $27,900 NEW!
9801 Dequindre - $17,900 NEW PRICE!
4499 Sobieski - $18,900 NEW PRICE!
9515 Conant, $9,900 NEW!
Rooming House
9316 Dubois - $79,900 NEW!
Royal Oak:
2824 Ardmore - $49,900 PENDING!
2939 Woodslee Dr. $159,900 PENDING!
2931 Rochester Rd. $119,900 

Almont 
307 Cherry - $39,900 PENDING!
553 Johnson - $34,900 PENDING!
Detroit
3849 Gaylord - $14,900 NEW!
Dryden
5051 Country Squire - $42,570 PENDING!
Harper Woods
18556 Elkhart - $15,500 PENDING!
Highland Park
20171 Derby - $12,900 NEW PRICE!
Hazel Park
1001 Woodward Hgts. - $29,900 NEW!
Warren
11003 Ford Ave. - $29,900 NEW! Short sale
32675 Shawn - $60,000 PENDING!
Washington Twp.
7335 Smale - $94,900 NEW!
Upcoming Listings
46337 Bentley, Macomb
41365 Clair Pointe, Harrison Twp.
5383 Timberwick, Dryden

Diamond
Realty & Associates

Office (810) 375-2500
Cell (586) 214-4663

Continued on page 7

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

20%
OFF
Any Service 
Over $1,000

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FREE
Consultation 

& Exam
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Multi-
Languages 
Spoken!

FREE
Teeth Whitening

Syringes
With your take-home

bleaching set.
New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

FinancingAvailable

Voted
#1

Dentist!

— Welcoming All New Patients —

A look back at the last half of 2011Cont. from page 5



Hamtramck, 2646 Holmes,
rear apt., 2 br., stove, fridge,
water included, 313-365-
0005, 313-365-8002, 313-
287-4725.  1/6

Upper 2 br., stove/refrigera-
tor, water included.  Move in
immediately, ask for Jimmy,
586-536-0440. 1/6

Lower 1 br., living room +
kitchen, separate utilities +
phone lines, washer/dryer,
furniture available, new win-
dows and doors, 586-873-
8510.  1/6

1 br. in Hamtramck, all utili-
ties included, no pets, 586-
438-9999. 1/20

3 br.  lower, $450/mo.
13146 Moenart St., 313-
872-5948, 313-574-1912.
1/6

9721 Dequindre, 1 br.
upper, living room, kitchen,
clean, separate entrance, no
pets, $325/mo. + 1 mo. se-
curity, utilities included.
313-729-7760.  1/6

2 large br. lower, heart of
Hamtramck, 9441 Charest,
good neighborhood bet. Hol-
brook and Evaline. Nice and
clean, large kitchen, large re-
modeled ceramic tile bath-
room, full basement,
garage, stove & fridge, $625
with heat & water plus secu-
rity or $500 w/o heat &
water. 586-806-4886 p.m.,
or 586-285-1865 a.m.  1/20

Upper 2 Br., 3226 Evaline,
no more than two people, no
pets.  586-264-0493.  12/30

Hamtramck/Detroit, 2-3 Br.
super clean, nice area, no
pets, 586-634-2502.  12/30

Beautifully remodeled 2 Br.
upper, security deposit, Sec-
tion 8 ok, credit check,
$495/mo.  Beautifully remod-
eled 1 Br. upper, $350/mo.
313-590-1000.  1/13 

Lower 2 Br., living rm., dining
rm., kitchen, basement.
13100 Bloom St., Detroit/
Hamtramck border.  Water
incl., tenant pays all other
utilities. $550/mo.  313-
804-4590. 12/30

Lower, 2 Br., clean, senior
citizen or couple preferred.
$550/mo., + deposit.  313-
580-3771, 313-871-0189.
1/6 

9512 Charest, 2305
Poland, prefer Section 8, ap-
pliances included, 313-712-
8347. 1/6

13645 Justine, 6 Mile and
Davison.  3 Br., back porch,
no basement.  $475/mo,
$500 security deposit,  you
pay all utilities 586-925-
2037. 12/30

Hamtramck 2 Br. house,
with appliances, $500/mo.
+ deposit, no pets.  586-
864-4539.  1/13

Van Dyke/Outer Dr., 1 blk
from grade school.  Two dou-
ble-unit homes, both occu-
pied.  $6,000 cash each or
best short-term offer.  313-
640-8243 or 586-619-
9942. 12/30

Commercial building/office,
3000 sq. ft., LC terms, on
Caniff near post office,
$88,000.  586-904-6845.
1/13
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HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING
FREE ESTIMATES

Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

ROOFING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

SIDING

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds
11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR
RENT

BUILDERS AND REMODELING

Father and Sons, Honest and Dependable.
Small or Large Jobs. 

Painting • Plaster Repair • Carpentry • Electric • Plumbing 
Landscaping • Moving/Hauling • Power Washing

— FOR FREE ESTIMATE —
Call Chris 313.408.1166

We also
speak
Polish!

Licensed
Insured

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  
State License #8106883

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

Your Ad
Here!
(313) 

874-2100

HELP WANTED

1/6/12

4
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/1
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12/30/11

6/14/12

7
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/1
2

8
/5
/1
1

7
/1
5
/1
2

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
VACANCIES AVAILABLE:
• 3 bedroom flats starting at $500
— DECEMBER SPECIAL —
• 2 bedroom flats starting at $425
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

PAINTING

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY OWNER

8/31/12

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING FOR SALE

Hamtramckrentals.com 

Two electric dryers
for sale, 1 Whirlpool,
1 Kenmore, very good
condition, $75 each,
can deliver for free.

Call Julie 
313 570-4242  

10
/2
8/
20
12
 

Experienced machine main-
tenance worker with knowl-
edge of electrical, plumbing
& general maintenance
skills.  Fax resume to: 313-
237-0040 or apply at 1939
Adelaide St., Detroit,
48207.  12/30

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

FOR
RENT

Lower studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist:

2 bedrooms, includes 
new appliances, renovated
throughout, $550/mo., 
1-1/2 month sec. dep.

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110

Help Wanted - 
Income Tax Supervisor

Income tax supervisor, City of Hamtramck, oversees tax
processing and collection of municipal income tax with-
holding, filings and delinquent actions. Compensation
$40,000-$50,000, closing date 1/10/2012. Fill out the
application for employment and submit it to human re-
source department by mail: 

City of Hamtramck Human Resource Department
3401 Evaline Ave., Hamtramck, MI, 48212

Email resume and letter of interest to:
ckumpula@hamtramckcity.com. 

Full job description www.hamtramck.us/humanre-
sources.

Equal Employment Opportunity 
The city practices nondiscrimination and discourages and prohibits discrimi-

nation against any person in recruitment, examination, appointment, training,
promotion, retention, discipline or any other aspect of personnel administration
because of political opinions or affiliation or because of race, religion, color, eth-
nic origin, marital status, height, weight, arrest record, disability or other nonmerit
factors discrimination on the basis of age, gender or physical disability is pro-
hibited except where specific age, gender or physical requirements constitute a
bona fide occupation qualification necessary to proper and efficient administra-
tion or where state or federal law specify a minimum age. 

Goodfellows food drive. Volun-
teers sold a special issue of
this newspaper on the streets
to raise money in order to pro-
vide a holiday meal to several
thousand needy residents.
Frank Stock had a lot to be

thankful for. At the age of 90,
he is in good health and still
gets around.
How he has lived to this ripe

old age is a mystery because
he is one of the lucky few Navy
men who survived the attack
on Pearl Harbor that occurred
70 years ago on Dec. 7.
“I’m the last of the Mohi-

cans,” Stock said about being
one of the few veterans who
are still alive.
As it turned out, St. Florian

didn’t need a miracle after all.
The Detroit Archdiocese re-
leased a report in which sev-
eral metro area churches were
slated to be closed because of
declining parishioners and fi-
nances.
Although closing down St.

Florian was listed as a possi-
bility, the chances of that oc-
curring were remote at best.
Instead, the parish had a fi-
nancial plan in order to keep
the church open.
Take that, American Axle.
Detroit officials refused to

renew a tax exemption for the
company because it had
closed its plant down and
shipped jobs out of the coun-
try.
Despite Hamtramck also los-

ing out on income from the
plant, Mayor Karen Majewski
said she wouldn’t rule out a
tax break for the company.
“Nobody is disposed toward

giving a tax break,” said Mayor
Karen Majewski, “but it de-
pends what the plan is and
what the trade-off will be.”

Is Hamtramck still “Rat
City”?
Brace yourselves for some

bad news. According to a poll
of 200 Detroit area residents,
Hamtramck was named the
fourth “rattiest” neighborhood
in the area.
The poll was conducted by a

private company hired by the d-
CON company, which sells ro-
dent control products.
The most rat-infested area is

the Cass Corridor, according to
the poll.
Just because John Hyp-

narowicz retired last year from
his job as a bus driver for the
public schools, didn’t mean he
retired from a very special in-
terest he has.
Whether he wanted to or

not.
For the last umpteen years

Hypnarowicz, known as
“Hippo” to his friends, drove
special needs children to and
from school. 
Several years ago, Hippo

and his wife, Mary, as well as
a small army of volunteers,
started up an annual Christ-
mas party for the kids, com-
plete with presents and food
for their families, many of
whom struggle financially.
Hippo announced last year

that he was stepping aside
from the annual dinners be-
cause he had reached the end
of the road in his career as a
bus driver for the schools, and
he kind of ran out of gas organ-
izing the parties for the kids.
Hey, everyone gets to retire,

right?
Well, maybe.
Hippo’s core groups of volun-

teers and supporters weren’t
ready to call it quits.
“People kept sending me

A look back at the last
half of 2011 Cont. from page 6
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Continued on page 8

Your Ad Here
(313) 874-2100
House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278
Deadline for  
classifieds
for next week
is Thursday 
at Noon

Call to place
your ad

(313)  874-2100



money,” Hippo told us.
And so, yet, another dona-

tion was held, and thanks to
the generosity of the commu-
nity, over 60  families got
frozen turkeys and all the trim-
mings that go with them.
Enjoy your “retirement”

Hippo!

The holidays are supposed
be about giving.
Well, the folks who run the

SMART bus shuttle get the
“Grinch” award. Just a week
before Christmas, officials at
SMART announced a drastic
cutback in services, including
all routes in Hamtramck.

“It’s going to be a terrible in-
convenience,” said 61-year-old
Charles Clantin, who was a
regular rider of the shuttle.
And that’s the year in review,

folks. Stick around, 2012 is al-
ready turning out to be very in-
teresting.
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The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:30pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 

313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Thin Crust $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
Square Deep Dish $9.00 $11.00 $13.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Thin Crust $7.00 $9.00 $11.00
Square Deep Dish $7.00 $9.00 $11.00SP

EC
IA
LT
Y 
PI
ZZ

ASLarge
Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$600$600

11608 Conant 
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

11608 Conant
— Detroit —

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

NEW!
Lamb Gyro
$299

NEW!
Philly Steak Sub
$449

What’s for dinner tonight?

ALL DAY • EVERY DAY SPECIALS

8” Sub
Fries & Drink

$500

2 All Beef
Coney Islands
Fries & Drink

$400

FREE
Wi-fi

Cheese add 50¢
Bacon add $1.00

FREE
Wi-fi

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

— ALL CARRYOUT 10% OFF —

Taco Tuesdays
Hard or Soft Tacos

$100

Burger 
Fries & Drink

$500

The year in review: 2011
was like  no other Continued from page 10

Alignment
$3999

Winterize Your 
Car Now!

Radiator
Flush

$4999

Brake Pads

$4999Most
cars

$1999
Oil

ChangeStarting at

Fuel 
System Cleaning
Includes throttle, fuel injectors, fuel lines, intake & valves.

$9999

8926 Jos. Campau 
at Roosevelt

313-873-8484
Cell: 313-377-9188 • Fax: 313-873-0753

Domestic
Foreign

Most
cars

Most
cars

Most
cars

H Open Monday-Saturday 8am-6pm   H

We Offer FREE Drop Off & Pick Up Service!

• Appliances
• Clothing
• Jewelry
• Plants
• Computers
• Arts & Crafts
• Beauty Shop
• Barber Shop
• Dollar Store

• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Unique Clothing
• Candy Store
• and so much
more!

I-
7

5

Clay

1600 Clay St.
Building #3

email: therussell_bazaar@ymail.com

Open Friday-Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 11am-6pm

Discount Rates to
New Merchants -
Space Available!

BEST PolishFood in Town!

BEST Polish
Food 

in Town!

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

Specializing in Polish and European Style 
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, Pies & 
Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Open Mon-Sat 6am-6pm • Sun Dec 18 

Sour Cream
Coffee Cake 
— Special —

$425
Happy New Year!

$425

Get Out on the Hamtown!

RESTAURANT

11444 Jos. Campau • 313-366-2244

LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
11am-2pm

5 Whole Wings Fries & Pop
$599

Gyro & Baby Greek Salad
$599

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS 

Mon-Fri 6-11am
2 Pieces of Meat & 2 Eggs

$199
Skillet Breakfast - Make your 

own omelette a skillet
$399

Senior 
Discount
10%

Open 24 Hours -
7 Days a Week!

Monday-Tuesday

CONEYS

99¢
SOUL FOOD
Meat, 2 Sides & 

Piece of Cornbread

$1095
Private Party 
Room Available

NOW 
OPEN!

Saganaki

Mon-Wed
Buy One SOUL
FOOD Meal &
Get One SOUL
FOOD Meal
FREE!!

Limited time offer.

Have a Safe & Happy New Year!


