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Is it us, or did the past
year just fly by?
Well, here it is, Friday,

New Year’s Eve. We’re
going to be spending the
night around town with
friends, reminiscing and
making plans for the
year ahead.
Needless to say, the

coming year will present
a number of challenges.
Hamtramck has always
been a survivor and this
year will test our collec-
tive mettle. Cheers to
you dear readers and
may 2011 find you in
good health and with a
bright future.

Source: Hamtramck Historical Commission
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• It’s New Year’s Eve
in 1969 and you’d think
it would be a day of cele-
bration. But not on this
date because that’s
when St. Francis Hospi-
tal here in Hamtramck
closed down. The build-
ing later became City
Hall.

• And talk of major
closings, the Dodge
Main plant closed for
good in 1980.

• Long-time school
board president Chester
Reese retired in 1990.

By Ian Perrotta
The year 2010 was packed

with news, so let’s get right
to it. Here is the second and
final part of the year in re-
view.

JULY
In the first week of July

medical marijuana came to
Hamtramck. The Hamtramck
Compassion Club (THCC)
began holding bi-monthly
meetings to help educate the
community on the impact that
the Michigan Medical Mari-
huana Act can have on them.
Voters approved legalizing pot
in November of 2008, and
the law went into effect in
April of 2009.
“We want to be completely

within the law. We’re not
doing what they don’t say we
can’t do, we’re doing what
they do say we can do,” said
club founder Gregg Black.

u u u

For the second year in a
row, the Bangladeshi Festival
on Conant Ave. was a smash-
ing success. About 5,000
people attended the three-
day event, which was organ-
ized by the Bangladesh
Association of Michigan. The
festival featured lively enter-
tainment that included
games for the community, the
musical stylings of several
local groups and even a per-
formance by a Bangladeshi
pop star.  

u u u

Mayor Karen Majewski gave
the annual State of the City
address, and though atten-
dance was considerably less
than in years past, the impor-
tance of the speech was sig-
nificantly greater. Unlike the
2009 address, which painted
a very rosy and bright picture
of Hamtramck’s future, this
year’s speech was ominously
darker. The most notable part
of the speech – and some-
thing that would take a lead
role in shaping the city’s fu-
ture in coming months – was
that the dispute between the
city and Detroit over tax rev-
enue from the Poletown plant
had caused the city to adopt
a fiscal strategy that utilized
its emergency funding. Ma-
jewski said that could lead to
the state taking back control
of Hamtramck – and soon.  
“That is an unsustainable

strategy, which by best esti-
mate will deplete the fund
and send us into deficit
spending – and thus into re-

ceivership – by the first quar-
ter of 2011,” she said.

u u u

At the same time, the city
began to ramp up its tax fight
with Detroit. While Detroit
Mayor Dave Bing and his City
Council fought about finances,
Hamtramck City Councilmem-
ber Cathie Gordon saw an op-
portunity to play the two
parties’ animosity against
each other to the benefit of
Hamtramck. She made an
emotional “pitch” to the De-
troit Council and warned them
that if Hamtramck doesn’t get
the money, “the city will go
belly-up.”

Detroit councilmembers
told Hamtramck officials they

were unaware of Ham-
tramck’s dispute and
seemed to be sympathetic,
and City Manager Bill Cooper

was invited back to speak
with the council’s finance
committee.  But in a strange
twist, a Channel 7 interview
with Mayor Bing showed him
claiming that he was unaware
of the dispute with Ham-
tramck, a quote which Cooper
categorized as “untrue.”
“That raises some ques-

tions in my mind,” he said.
“We met with the special as-
sistant of Bing and met with
Bing.”

u u u

The Review caught up with
new Weed and Seed Site Di-
rector Barbara Stachowski,
who had recently signed on

with the team. As a specialist
in Asian Community Rela-

tions she believed that Ham-
tramck, with its many and di-
verse ethnic groups,
epitomized the concept of
community. 

u u u

Our special contributor (and
former quarterback of Ham-
tramck High) Omar Thabet
also caught up with another
of Hamtramck’s newsmak-
ers. Mohamed Zindani, a
2009 Hamtramck grad, was
profiled for being accepted
into the CB United interna-
tional fashion design house.
And that was just the first

week.
u u u

With the next week came
the Fourth of July and the hol-
iday’s requisite picnic. De-
spite a temporary hiatus, the
Central Block Club’s first
foray back into holding events
turned out remarkably well.
About three dozen or so peo-
ple trickled in-and-out
throughout the day, and the
barbecue offered them a

chance to meet and get to
know each other in an infor-
mal setting and on friendly
terms.  Swapping stories over
watermelon, brownies and
burgers – both regular and
veggie – residents were able
to laugh at their similarities
and joke about their differ-
ences. 

u u u

Talk of receivership began
to heat up, and a special City
Council Meeting was held to
discuss the situation. During
the meeting, City Manager
Bill Cooper warned that by
next January or February city
employees could face pay-
less paydays. He also said

that eventually, there could
be a merger with another city
for police and fire services,
and that by this time next
year the city could be flat
broke.

u u u

An even worse situation al-
most played out for a 20-year-
old Hamtramck woman. She
barely escaped what likely
would have resulted in rape
and murder when she and a
group of friends were ap-
proached by a man armed
with a revolver who ordered
her friends to go inside and
for the woman to get in his
car. Arthur Paschal, 44, was
ultimately arrested and
charged with 10 felonies
after the woman  fought
back, ran away and, along
with her friends, gave police a
description of his vehicle. A
chase ensued, ending when
he crashed his car into a
building in the Eight Mile/Van
Dyke area. Paschal, who had
served 17 years in prison for

murder and had just been let
out a year ago, was already
wanted for being a parole ab-
sconder. 
“If we had not caught him,

he was going to do it right
away to somebody else,” said
Hamtramck Chief of Detec-
tives Dan Misiak. 

u u u

Questions about the city’s
Recreation Department con-
tinued to be raised after an
assessment of the program
found that it enrolled only
four percent of the city’s kids
in its summer program. Lead-
ing the critique of the depart-
ment was School

And now, part two of our Year in
Review… Oh what a year it was

Continued on page 2

Hamtramck Mayor Karen Majewski’s State of the City speech
wasn’t as optimistic as in years past. The city faces a $3 mil-
lion deficit and may go into receivership in a few years.

The Weed and Seed program got a new Site Director this year.
Barbara Stachowsk is a former environmental engineer who
switched careers to pursue matters of social justice.

This year the Hamtramck Recreation Department enrolled
185 kids in its summer programs. Based on Census data,
that works out to about four percent of eligible youth.



Boardmember Hedy Shulgon,
who had been outspoken in
her inquiries and concerns
about the Recreation Depart-
ment. When told only 185
kids had signed up for the
summer program, Shulgon
said she was disappointed.
“I was hoping there would

be a lot more,” she said.
u u u

Also continuing to heat up
were talks about the upcom-
ing Hamtramck Labor Day
Festival. Though the fate of
this year’s festival was up in
the air just weeks before, it
was shaping up to be one to
remember. There were plans
for musical and comedic per-
formances, a happy hour
each day from 3-4 p.m., a
charitable 5K fun run, the re-
turn of the great Hamtramck
Boat Race, a campsite and
much more. To help fund

these events a fundraiser at
The Review’s office was
planned, as was a good old-
fashioned road rally.

u u u

In the next week, people
were having a ball at the
Painted Lady, where Jessica
Land Conti was teaching a

ballroom dancing class on
Thursday nights. A student of
musical theater in college
who later became certified by
the International Ballroom
Dance Teachers Association,
Conti had for years been
asked by her friends to teach
them the art of the dance. Fi-
nally succumbing to their re-
quests, she began with the
barter of “If I teach you to
dance, you buy me a beer”
and from there expanded it to
free classes.
“I keep it free because I

don’t want to have business
involved,” she said. “This
isn’t a job – it’s just for fun.”

u u u

Elsewhere, City Manager
Bill Cooper continued to try to
convince the City Council to
raise taxes – or, rather, to
allow voters to decide
whether to raise property
taxes – by 5 mills in order to
offset the cost of running the
police and fire departments.
But despite his estimates
that the tax would raise $1
million a year, the proposal
was met by silence from the
City Council, who didn’t even
make a motion to vote on it.
“It could have put us in

what I call a reasonable
deficit,” said Cooper.

u u u

The political news didn’t
stop there, though. With the

Primary Elections just a
month away, Hamtramck was
well represented. Several
local candidates were vying
for office, including current
City Councilmembers Shahab
Ahmed, who ran for State
Representative, and Tom
Jankowski, who sought the
Wayne County Commissioner
seat. 

u u u

It seemed like the City
Council finally agreed on
something when they all con-
curred that the stadium in
Veterans Park should be pre-
served. A presentation on the
stadium’s history was given
by baseball author and histo-
rian Gary Gillette, who high-
lighted the many important
reasons for not only preserv-
ing the current structure, but
rehabilitating it into its former
glory. He said that it was one
of only five former home ball-
parks for the Negro National
League, and that with three of
them in jeopardy, it would
likely become one of the last
standing structures of a by-
gone era, and thus im-
mensely important and
historical. He also noted that
if Hamtramck could accom-
plish a full historic preserva-
tion of the stadium it would
make headlines across the
country.
“I guarantee that if you pre-

serve this stadium it will be a
national story,” he said.

u u u

Later that week in City Hall,
a bold idea was hatched to
strike back at the city of De-
troit, which had been with-
holding about $3 million in
tax payments from the Pole-
town plant. In retaliation
against Detroit’s refusal to
pay their share of tax divi-
dends, Hamtramck decided
to stop making monthly pay-
ments to Detroit for water
and sewer services. The esti-
mated $230,000 a month

was to be held in escrow by a
third party until an agreement
could be reached. 
“In 10 months we’ll have

our money back,” City Man-
ager Bill Cooper said with a
laugh.

u u u

And in another form of with-
holding payment – or, rather,
demanding a refund – three
area teens were charged with
armed robbery and using a
firearm in the commission of
a felony after they hired a
prostitute in Hamtramck,
and, after being sexually plea-
sured, allegedly pulled out a
gun and robbed her. Amaz-
ingly, police say they were
able to apprehend the sus-
pects after the prostitute tore
the dangling license plate off
of their car. The incident
kicked off a firestorm of con-
troversy on The Review’s web-
site, with many of the alleged
perpetrators’ apparent
friends coming to their de-
fense in light of the allega-
tions.

u u u

There was more craziness

when a police officer’s check
on three suspicious-looking
men in a car resulted in a life-
threatening moment. After
noticing the men sitting in a
vehicle behind the former
Shoppers World plaza, the of-
ficer ran the plates on the
car, and, realizing it was
stolen, attempted to inter-
vene. As she approached the
suspects the driver struck her
patrol car with the vehicle,
and fearing for her life the
unidentified police officer
fired several shots. Though
back-up arrived shortly there-
after and a chase ensued, it
was terminated due to the
risk of injury to innocent by-
standers. The suspects are
still at large.

u u u

The final week of July saw
the return of the Recreation
Department’s annual Junior
Olympics, but it also brought
more controversy to the de-
partment after it was discov-
ered that the newly
purchased restrooms were
unavailable for use during
peak hours. Hamtramck

School Boardmember Hedy
Shulgon said that despite
Recreation Director Craig
Daniels’ insistence that they
were open from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. during the week and for
most of the day during the
weekend, the truth was that
the restrooms were rarely
open to the public. 

u u u

Following the direction of
several other area municipal-
ities, Hamtramck decided to
explore its options of regulat-
ing medical marijuana, which
was legalized in 2008 with
the passage of the Michigan
Medical Marihuana Act. The
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This week at the library...
Computer Classes for Beginners -

Tuesday, January 4 at 11:30 a.m. Basic
instructions on computer use for begin-
ners will be held on Tuesdays. Number
of participants is limited to available
computers.

Reading and Conversation for ESL Stu-
dents - Tuesday, January 4 at 5:30 p.m.
Jide Aje is the instructor for the reading
and conversation ESL classes.

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, January
4 at 4 p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for
the math club and math tutoring.

Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, Janu-
ary 5 at 3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is
movie day at the library. Come and enjoy
our feature presentation, which includes
popcorn and snacks.

Computer Classes for Intermediate
Users - Thursday, January 6 at 11:30
a.m. Adults with basic computer skills
can enhance their computer literacy
each Thursday at the library. Number of
participants is limited to available com-
puters. 

Winter Teen Club - Thursday, January 6
at 5 p.m. Members of the Teen Club will
make their own "ginger bread buddy" for
the upcoming holiday celebrations (reg-
istration required). Everyone is invited to
join.

Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, Jan-
uary 6 at 4 p.m. Sign up and participate
in Jeopardy games held on Thursdays at
the library. Compete against friends, win
prizes and have fun developing your
knowledge skills.

Meeting of the Library Board - Tuesday,
January 13 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of
the Library Board will be held in the au-
ditorium. Open to the public.

Friends of the Library Meeting - Thurs-
day, January 20 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL Pres-
ident Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George
Gorday, invite all members and volun-
teers to participate in the regular
monthly meeting and election meeting of
the FHPL.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 

JANUARY 9, 2011, ST. ALBERTUS WILL HAVE
A MASS AT 11:00 A.M. THE BAPTISM OF THE
LORD-PRAYER FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD.
COFFEE & CAKE RECEPTION TO FOLLOW.
CALL TERRY 
(313) 527-9321 

OR JEAN 
(313) 664-0257

Continued on page 3

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

And now, part two of our year in review… 
Oh what a year it was  Continued from page 1

Free dance lessons were offered at The Painted Lady during
the summer. Here, Review cover girl Kasia Maziarz gets spun
by her partner.

The Recreation Department held its annual Junior Olympics
at Keyworth Stadium.

The effort to preserve the grandstands at Veterans Park
picked up steam when city officials, a baseball historian and
an architectural preservationist teamed up to pursue the
matter.
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@sbcglobal.net

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Christmas Lights
$100 bag

New Men’s 2 pc.
Suits - also separate
coats and pants.

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas 
and a 
Wonderful,
Prosperous 
New Year!

Police Chief 
Mark Kalinowski

proposed ordinance sought
to restrict the areas where
growing marijuana was legal
through the use of zoning reg-
ulations, but after a lengthy
discussion it was decided
that no action would be taken
at the that time.

u u u

About 20 teachers and
other public school employ-
ees took advantage of a state
buyout to retire, which initially
cost the district $440,000
but will ultimately save it a
considerable amount of
money in years to come. The
buyout was part of a larger
five-year plan by the district to
close a $2.8 million budget
deficit.

u u u

And in an unfortunate turn
for drivers, a proposed speed
trap law hit a roadblock in the
state legislature when special
interest groups intervened
with local lawmakers’ plans
to curtail the despised prac-
tice. State Representatives
Rick Jones and Bettie Cook
Scott were trying to pass an
amendment that would re-
quire municipalities to con-
duct traffic studies to ensure
the speed limits on their
roadways were at an accurate
level.

AUGUST
The big news in the first

week of August was the re-
sults of the Primary Elections
on Aug 3. While Hamtramck’s
growing Bangladeshi-Ameri-
can community continued to
flex its political muscle, it
wasn’t yet strong enough to
carry their candidates into
state office. Four Hamtramck

candidates who had received
support over the past few
years from the Bengali com-
munity finished a far distance
behind in the race for state
Representative. However, the
voter turnout for the election
was much larger than in
2008, which political ob-
servers said is due to the
Bengali voting bloc that ap-
pears to be getting stronger.

u u u

Elsewhere in the Primary
there were a number of up-
sets, both large and small.
Wayne County Commissioner
Moe Blackwell was booted off
the Democratic ticket – and,
with that, essentially out of
office – and replaced by long-
time politician Martha Scott,
who was termed out of her
seat in the state Senate. City

Councilmember Tom
Jankowski also ran in that
race but finished dead last.
And forgoing an easy re-elec-
tion for his seat as a state
Representative, Bert Johnson
won the seat vacated by
Scott in the state Senate.

u u u

Hamtramck Public Schools
were also making news when
it was announced that state
test scores showed the dis-
trict’s students continue to
improve. Unfortunately, the
same test also showed they
still had a way to go before
hitting state averages. Super-
intendant Tom Niczay credited
the improvement in test re-
sults to the continued focus
on preparing students.
“It’s a combination: instruc-

tion, planning for it, the kids
and extreme emphasis on it,”
he said. “We’re definitely on
the right road.”

u u u

In the conclusion of this
subject, the final meeting to
discuss the revision to the
city’s Master Plan was held
at the library. It was the last
chance for the public to get a
glimpse at what was being
proposed and also to gauge
which areas were most im-
portant to focus on.  Though
it was more sparsely at-
tended than in meetings
past, at its conclusion the
area of Recreation & Open
Spaces was deemed to be in
need of the most immediate
attention. 

u u u

At People’s Community
Services, the month-long pro-
gram about self-advocating
put on by University of Michi-

gan Masters of Social Work
interns Whitney Lacefield and
Cheri Pace culminated with
the presentation of “My Com-
munity, My Voice.”  In this
multimedia presentation,
area youth were able to cre-
atively express their feelings
about important subjects
through a variety of media. 

u u u

And if it seemed like it was
more crowded in town than
usual during the first week of
August, it was because sev-
eral dozen churches – includ-
ing Hamtramck’s own REAL
Church – were in town pitch-
ing in. Called “War Week,”
the week-long event was an
execution of community serv-
ice with military-like precision.
The youth completed a city-
wide clean-up, and on Aug. 4

they took over the city lot at
Caniff and McDougall to set
up a one-stop shop that pro-
vided a host of services. In

addition to giving a bag of gro-
ceries and a health screening
to those in attendance, the
church also provided hair-
cuts, family portraits and car-
icature drawings free of
charge.

u u u

The second week of August
brought news of the greatest
party of all time – the Ham-
tramck Review Labor Day Fes-
tival Fundraiser. Over $3,000
were raised to help offset fes-
tival costs, but the real story
was that if Publisher John
Ulaj throws a party, you don’t
want to miss it. Local favorite
Danny D performed a set on
a custom-built stage in the
newly renovated courtyard of
The Hamtramck Review of-
fice. For $20, guests were in-
vited to dine on Royal Kabob
and Polish cuisine and have

their way with an open – and
full – bar. 
More money was raised for

the festival the next day with
the return of the Hamtramck
Road Rally. Sort of like a
scavenger hunt on wheels,
contestants were given a bag

of clues they had to figure
out, and, based on their com-
pletion time and number of
correct answers, a winning

team was chosen. This year’s
winning team consisted of
Mary Przybyl, Basia Grabas,
Nick Nowakoski and Mari
Terokowski. 

u u u

At City Hall, the Council got
lost in a legal haze during a
special meeting for a pro-
posed zoning ordinance that
would limit the areas where
people would be allowed to
grow medical marijuana. After
several hours of debate and
testimony, it was decided that
there was still not enough in-
formation on the subject for
the Council to make an in-
formed decision. However,
the city was cautioned by at-
torney Paul Tylenda, who told
them being proactive was the
best bet.
“It’s better to take control

of it now than to wait around
for the state to set up guide-
lines,” he said. “The people
that care about Hamtramck
are the people inside of Ham-
tramck.”

u u u

During the regular City
Council meeting, an ordi-
nance proposed by Cathie
Gordon to make a change to
the City Charter was shot
down. The vote on her pro-
posal – to have the treasurer
appointed by, and responsible
to, the mayor and council, in-
stead of the city manager –
was split down the middle,
with the tie broken by Mayor
Karen Majewski.  In defense
of her proposal, Gordon said

she wasn’t “implicating” the
current city manager, but
rather she thought there
could be a better way to han-
dle things.
“I’m not comfortable with

our system of checks and bal-

Continued on page 4

And now, part two of our year in review
… Oh what a year it was Continued from page 2

All Glassware

10¢
All New Christmas

Items 
HALF PRICE!!!

During “War Week,” several churches – including Ham-
tramck’s own REAL Church – joined forces to provide a num-
ber of services to the community.

The Primary Elections in August were hotly contested, but de-
spite a number of Hamtramckans vying for office, come Jan-
uary there will be no local representation.

To help raise money for this year’s Hamtramck Labor Day Fes-
tival, publisher John Ulaj held a fundraiser at The Review’s
office. The next time he throws a party, don’t miss it.



ances,” Gordon said. “We’ve
had too many incidents of
money falling through
cracks.”

u u u

Hamtramck went Hollywood
during the third week of Au-
gust when a portion of the
movie “Vamps” was filmed at
the Record Graveyard on Can-
iff. Production for the movie,
which stars Alicia Silverstone,

took over the city lot at Caniff
and McDougall for three days.
It may be indicative of a future
trend in the city, as several
major motion pictures have
filmed in and around Ham-
tramck, including the Drew
Barrymore flick “Whip It.”

u u u

The public school district
stayed in the news when the
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation released a list of the
bottom 92 schools in the
state. Fortunately for Ham-
tramck, it was nowhere near
the bottom.

u u u

Chinese food returned to
Hamtramck when Kuen
Kwong re-opened the Golden
Hill Chop Suey restaurant at
the intersection of Jos. Cam-
pau and Caniff.  The revival of
the business was welcomed
in Hamtramck and residents
quickly found their favorite
meals.

u u u

In a well-played but ironic

hand, the 2010 Hamtramck
Poker Run raised over $600
for the Weed and Seed’s Drug
Education for Youth (DEFY)
Mentor Program. Set-up in the
form of a bar crawl, partici-
pants collected a playing card
at each bar, and after the fifth
and final stop played a hand
with those cards. 
“It was even better than I

expected it to be,” said event
organizer Kevin LaPointe. “It
was a complete success and
everyone had a great time.”

u u u

After fielding numerous
complaints about blight from

residents, the city decided to
do something by budgeting
$70,000 to combat the grow-
ing problem. A special work
session was held to attack
the situation, at which Coun-
cilmember Cathie Gordon was
able to convince her col-
leagues to shift half of a pro-
posed $50,000 budget to
help businesses start-up to-
ward a new program aimed at
housing code enforcement
and attacking litter and over-
grown yards.

u u u

On a literary note, Chairman
of the Hamtramck Historical
Commission Greg Kowalski
published his latest book
“Wicked Hamtramck: Lust,
Liquor and Lead.” The book
chronicles the city during the
Prohibition era as well as the
Communist movement and

some of the most notorious
crimes in Hamtramck history.

u u u

A baseball legend’s tale
was finally ready to be told
when the documentary “The
Legend of Pinky Deras: The
Greatest Little-Leaguer There
Ever Was” premiered to a
packed crowd at the Ham-
tramck Community Center.
Produced by Brian Kruger and
Buddy Moorehouse, the
movie chronicled the life of
Art “Pinky” Deras from his
time as a Little Leaguer to his
shot in the Big League. 
“It was best to be on the

same side as Pinky,” said for-
mer Major League player Tom
Paciorek, who played with
Deras in the Pony League.
“I’ve said Art was the great-
est Little League player for
the last 40 years.”

u u u

As Hamtramck continued to
wait for the administration of
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing to
get off its ass and complete –
and reveal – an audit of a tax
sharing agreement that De-

troit and Hamtramck share
from GM’s Poletown plant,
the budget crisis continued to
take center stage. In an at-
tempt to cut expenses and
chip away at a projected $3.3
million deficit, the city offered
its retirees a yearly $7,500
payment to opt out of a city-
funded health insurance plan.

u u u

But none of that mattered
to four teen suspects who
went on a robbery spree
across Hamtramck on a Fri-
day night. Unfortunately, after
police caught up with the sus-
pect’s getaway car, because
only three out of four sus-
pects were caught it was im-
possible to determine who
the driver was and they were
ultimately released without
charges.

u u u

Word continued to spread
on saving the grandstands as
the effort received some na-

tional media attention in the
form of a mention on
espn.com. The committee
tasked with saving the grand-
stands continued to meet and
discuss how best to preserve
the stadium as well as how to

go about doing so.
SEPTEMBER
Kicking off the month of

September was the 2010
Hamtramck Labor Day Festi-
val, and by all estimates it
was one of the best ever.
After the fate of the event was
left up in the air when Special
Events Coordinator Eve
Doster Knepp was laid off due
to budget shortfalls, local res-
idents Kathleen Bittner and
Rachel Karpinski Srodek
stepped in and organized one
hell of party. Over 200,000
people came to the city for a
weekend of music, festival
food and, of course, beer. 

u u u

The proposed medical mar-
ijuana ordinance continued to

raise more questions than an-
swers, and ultimately the City
Council decided it would pass
on grass. Well, at least, pass
on making any decisions in-
volving the regulation of med-
ical marijuana growth.

Instead, it decided to wait
until the new year, when the
next round of politicians could
decide on the fate of the
state law. 

u u u

In some not so great news
for students heading back to
school – although something
that makes perfect sense –
Hamtramck Public Schools
students were required to
wear uniforms. While it
seemed that the idea was
going to take off at the begin-
ning of the year, it’s safe to
say the level of observance
probably would not receive a
passing grade.

u u u

Returning for the third year
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.15% OFF

Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 1/6/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 1/6/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

6th Annual 
New Year’s Eve
Potluck Party

Bring a dish to share - 
all favors and champagne included,

music starts at 9pm!

Go Out on the Hamtown!

Continued on page 6

H Full Service Bar H

Thanks Andy & Danny!
From: Carol , Terry, Pina, Mikha, Sam, Barb, Cammie, Keecho

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters

Always 

Welcome!

Jean’s Bar 
New Year’s Eve
PAJAMA
PARTY!

Midnight Champagne Toast
1am Breakfast

No Increase in Prices!
NO COVER! NO COVER! 

NO COVER!

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

And now, part two of our year in review… 
Oh what a year it was  Continued from page 3

Actress Alicia Silverstone was in town to film the movie
“Vamps.” Here she is pictured with Vata Ulaj, brother of Re-
view publisher John Ulaj.

Nearly $100,000 was set aside by the city to help combat
Hamtramck’s growing blight problem.

This year’s Labor Day Festival was one of the best ever and
featured a weekend full of food, beer, music, games and
rides.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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Letters • Letters 

By now, most of our read-
ers are probably aware that
Hamtramck’s financial crisis
has made national head-
lines.
The city’s request to go

into bankruptcy made it to
the pages of the New York
Times, the Huffington Post
and national network news.
We are the proverbial ca-

nary in the coal mine for hun-
dreds — if not thousands —
of other communities faced
with similar financial woes.
The loss of tax revenue and
the ever-increasing costs for
pensions and municipal
workers are wiping out city
budgets.
It is sadly not only a tale of

American cities but of many
states and heck, even the
nation. Once an economic
powerhouse, we are now
driven poor by the loss of
manufacturing jobs. Our jobs
have been allowed to drift
overseas and down to Mex-
ico, where labor is dirt cheap
and companies don’t have to
bother with environmental
regulations.
It’s heaven for manufactur-

ers but hell for those left be-
hind.
If you ask us, it’s a na-

tional disgrace that we have
given American companies
carte blanche to abandon
us. It makes you wonder why

American companies hate
America so much. But that’s
a topic that needs to be de-
bated on the national stage.
In the meantime, we, as a

city, have to figure out a way
to survive. We have reported
on this story for the past 12
months. The only solution
left for city officials is to get
city unions to agree to con-
tract concessions. To make
a long story short, the city
needs less expensive health
insurance and an end to min-
imum staffing requirements.
Gov. Jennifer Granholm

has refused to allow Ham-
tramck to file for bankruptcy.
She is leaving office for good
at the end of this week.
Incoming Gov.-Elect Rick

Snyder has given cryptic
comments on his view of al-
lowing Hamtramck to file for
bankruptcy. He has been
quoted saying he fully ex-
pects other communities to
face the same choice during
his first term.
Regardless of what Snyder

will OK, we’ve read some in-
teresting comments from
some union employees.
There are some union mem-
bers who believe city offi-
cials are crying wolf and
don’t really believe we’re in
a financial crisis.
Unfortunately, there is a

grain of truth to that. In the

past, that is, when city offi-
cials would often use scare
tactics as a form of contract
negotiation.
This time, however, one

only has to look around to
see that this financial melt-
down is bigger than Ham-
tramck. There are officially
15 million Americans without
a job and many millions
more working something
less than fulltime and with
few or no benefits.
We have allowed our coun-

try to become poor. That’s
the economic reality facing
us. If our union members
want to keep their jobs, well,
their fate rests with their
hands. 
Gov.-Elect Snyder has also

been quoted saying he ex-
pects cities and public
school districts to begin
merging services.
We don’t know exactly how

that will work out or whether
Snyder’s proposal will even-
tually become one big court
battle. Nevertheless, the
clock is running out for Ham-
tramck and we will be broke
in the coming months if
budget cuts aren’t made
soon.
From our viewpoint, it

would be prudent to agree to
contract concessions just so
we can keep our jobs and
community intact.

Hamtramck’s financial story is the
story of America on the downslide

PODSIADLIK
Gerald Podsiadlik, 68, died

December 22, 2010.
Mr. Podsiadlik was a Ham-

tramck resident and a retired
truck driver. He served in the
Army.
Mr. Podsiadlik was pre-

ceded in death by his par-
ents, Frank and Sophie.

He is survived by his son,
Gerald Podsiadlik Jr.; sisters,
Esther Norris and Geraldine
(Robert) Babicz; brother, Tom
(Christine).
Funeral arrangements were

made by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Fu-
neral Home, and funeral serv-
ices were held at St. Florian
Church. Burial was at Great
Lakes National Cemetery.

The Bible and the Koran
both speak of Mary with high
regard.
Your recent “Lampman”

cartoon mocking Joseph,
Mary and the angel Gabriel
was not only sacrilegious, but
also insulting to Muslims and

Christians as well.

John C. Henning
Hamtramck

Coming Events
JANUARY 20, Tuesday, 7 p.m. – Preserve Our Parks meets every third

Tuesday of the month, at the Senior Plaza at 2620 Holbrook. For more
information, call Dick Kaleski at (313) 874-2651.

Cartoon insults Christians and Muslims

Merry Christmas 
from My Family 

to Yours and a Prosperous
and Healthy New Year!

from John Ulaj,
Publisher



was the Hamtramck Hustle, a
car show that features “kus-
tom” cars, ratrods and chop-
pers. A variety of old school
rides packed into Veterans
Park, and the night ended
with musical performances at
The Painted Lady.

u u u

A well-known business on
Conant got a makeover and a
name change when the for-
mer Gandhi restaurant redid
its inside and changed its
name to Zamzam. The newly
renovated restaurant was a
huge change for the eatery,
which was now able to serve
both casual eaters and the
formal dining crowd. 

u u u

Major news occurred just
after Labor Day on Sept. 7
when a firestorm swept
through Detroit. All together,
nearly 90 separate fires were
reported in just a few hour
time span. One neighborhood
just north of Hamtramck was

devastated and lost several
homes when it took firefight-
ers an hour to respond. Exac-
erbating the situation was the
fact that firefighters found hy-
drants that were not working
and were forced to back-lay
over 500 feet of hose to the
nearest hydrant that was op-
erable.  
In the weeks after, it was

discovered that despite a Mu-
tual Aid agreement between
Detroit and Hamtramck, there
were no calls made to Ham-
tramck for assistance during
the fires. During the
firestorm, Hamtramck fire-
fighters were on standby in
case they were needed, and
Hamtramck Fire Chief Steve

Paruk said they would not
have hesitated to lend a help-
ing hand.
“I don’t know why they didn’t

call us,” Paruk said. “We would
have done something.”

u u u

City Councilmember Tom

Jankowski ratcheted up his
pressure for police conces-
sions, saying that police

should pay half the cost of a
new bulletproof vest police
were required to wear. It was
part of a larger campaign by
Jankowski to get the depart-
ment to agree to contract and
salary concessions to help
offset the $3.3 million budget
deficit.
The effort by Jankowski

gave former City Councilmem-
ber Scott Klein an opportunity
to jump back in the political
arena. He said that he might
file recall petitions against
Jankowski and the coun-
cilmembers who agreed with
him.
“What if a cop gets in-

jured?” Klein said. “If that
were to happen, then the
Council has blood on its
hands.”

u u u

There was other news con-
cerning the police that week

as well. The department
linked into a new system
called Nixle, an information

network that allows anyone to
sign in and find out about
breaking news on crime, sus-
pects on the loose and traffic
problems. However, it seems
that the department has yet
to utilize the system, as to
date it mostly sends out no-
tices about upcoming events.

u u u

The Labor Day Festival was-
n’t the only party in town dur-
ing Labor Day weekend. The
community’s Hindu popula-
tion also took it to the streets
of Hamtramck on Saturday of
that weekend with a parade
celebrate the birth of their
god Sri Krishna.  The celebra-
tion, Suvo Janmastari, a birth-
day ceremony of Lord
Krishna, was sponsored by
the Durga Temple, located
just outside of the city at Mc-
Nichols and Ryan.

u u u

Despite a national trend that
had seen violent crime decline
over the past three years, in
Hamtramck it was on the rise
in 2009. But fortunately, its
rate of growth was slower than
in years before. 

u u u

Though school had been in
session for three weeks,
there was still a waiting game
to finish up the city’s side-
walk repairs. After the instal-
lation of new traffic signals
was complete, in several
places around the city the
torn-up area surrounding the
sidewalk was left open due to
problems with the electrical
wiring. However, due to unre-
lated problem with the con-
tractor it would be another
three months until the holes

were filled-in.
u u u

It was a big milestone for
St. Ladislaus Parish this year.
The Caniff church marked its
90th anniversary with a spe-
cial mass celebrated by Epis-
copal Vicar Msgr. Donald
Hanchon. A banquet was held
at the Ukrainian Cultural Cen-
ter in Warren afterward.

u u u

Local resident Russ Gordon
showed the city that getting to
know your neighbors is a pic-
nic. For the fourth year in a
row, he held his international
picnic on Zinow Street, cele-
brating the cultural diversity
that has come to be a hall-
mark of Hamtramck. 

u u u

As if on cue, just as Ham-
tramck police officials were
coming back with good news
about the city’s auto theft pre-
vention unit – mainly that it
had been spared the budget
ax – police officers appre-
hended two suspected car-
jackers. 
“It underscores the need

for the auto theft unit,” said
Police Chief Mark Kalinowski.
In other police news, the

timing of a city-wide bar sting
stirred up questions of

whether it was merely coinci-
dence or retaliation. The sting
raised some eyebrows be-
cause it not only happened
after a recent controversy that
saw City Council hold up the
purchase of bulletproof vests
for the Police Department, but
also involved two City Coun-
cilmembers who also own
bars. Tom Jankowski and
Cathie Gordon, owners of
Whiskey in the Jar and the
New Dodge Lounge, respec-
tively, both initially argued that
officers should kick in 50 per-
cent of the cost of the vests
despite available funding that
would not require the city to
spend a cent.

u u u

The city’s place in history
was cemented with the dedi-
cation of a Wayside marker
commemorating the “Automo-
bile Row” corridor of Jos.
Campau. The marker, a
plaque made of super futuris-
tic plastic material, gives a
brief summary of the road’s
history and includes photos
of the street during its prime. 

OCTOBER
There was more news about

Jos. Campau in the first week
of October, although this time
it involved shopping. The 2nd
Annual Sidewalk Sale – a tra-
dition resurrected last year by
the Downtown Development
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Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
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Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

First Thursdays, 4 Cs  Neighborhood
Watch (if you live or have a business be-
tween Carpenter, Conant, Caniff, and Cam-
pau), 7 p.m.  Hamtramck Recreation
Center, 1135 Charest, lower level 
Second Mondays, Eastside Block Club (if

you live or have a business  East of Co-
nant)  7 p.m. Our Lady Queen of Apostles
Church, Activity Center, entrance on Harold
Street 
Second Wednesdays, 3 C7 Neighborhood

Watch (if you live or have a business be-
tween Carpenter, Campau, Caniff, and I-75)
People's community Services Senior Center
on Caniff, across from the Public Library
Third Wednesdays, Midtown Neighbor-

hood Watch (if you live or have a business
between Caniff, Campau, Holbrook and I-
75)  6:30 p.m. in the Convent of St. Flo-
rian's Church, on Florian Street
Fourth Thursdays, Southend Neighbor-

hood Watch 6:30 p.m. in the People's Com-
munity Center on Joseph Campau and
Danforth, for all residents and businesses

south of Holbrook. 
The Central Neighborhood Watch (the

area bounded by Caniff, Conant, Holbrook
and Jos. Campau) will meet the first
Wednesday of each month, 7 p.m., at the
HATCH building, 3456 Evaline. For more in-
formation, go online to
hamtramckCBC@gmail.com. Facebook:
Hamtramck Central Block Club group page.
The Hamtramck Housing Commission

Neighborhood Watch is now called the W75
and it meets the second Wednesday of
every month at 12025 Dequindre (housing
commission activities center) at 1:30 pm.

Neighborhood Watch meetings are open
to the public and all are welcome to at-
tend. If additional information is needed
contact the Weed and Seed office at (313)
281-8150.

For more information about Hamtramck’s
network of block clubs, go online to:
www.hamtramckblockclubs.com

Block Club Corner …

And now, part two of our year in review… 
Oh what a year it was  Continued from page 4

Continued on page 7

We didn’t start the fire … well, that’s what DTE said after
nearly 90 separate fires were reported in a four-hour span on
Sept. 7. Though the company was ultimately exonerated, in
several areas witnesses maintain that faulty power lines were
the cause.

Thanks to a Safe Routes to Schools grant, many of the city’s
sidewalks were repaired over the summer. However, a dispute
with the contractor led to several months of waiting before
many of the holes were filled in.

The city’s Hindu population observed Suvo Janmastari, a birth-
day ceremony of Lord Krishna, with a parade throughout the
streets of Hamtramck.

During the city’s Sidewalk Sale, shoppers were given the op-
portunity to peruse goods in the open air on Jos. Campau.



Authority – was held much to
the delight of both local and
out-of-town shoppers alike.

u u u

The Assistance League of
Southeastern Michigan, a
non-profit group that in 2009
gave six $1,000 mini-grants
to Hamtramck Public Schools
teachers, was at it again
when members invaded Dick-
inson East Elementary School
as part of “Operation School
Bell.” After setting up a store
in the school’s gym – com-
plete with racks, “employees”
and a check-out aisle – under-
privileged kids from the

school went shopping for new
clothes, books, hygiene kits
and a gift card for shoes. The
best part? It was all free.

u u u

After waiting months for an
audit report from Detroit offi-
cials about a long-simmering
dispute over shared tax rev-
enues from GM’s Poletown
plant, Hamtramck finally got
an answer. However, city offi-
cials had to read about it in a
Detroit Free Press story. And,
unfortunately, according to
the report, Detroit believed
that it had overpaid Ham-
tramck $7.1 million.

u u u

The city’s tallest commer-
cial building leaped another
hurdle toward a major
makeover when owner Mark
Hausner was granted
$116,000 in tax credits
through the Hamtramck
Brownfield Redevelopment
Authority to help offset the
cost of redevelopment. The
money won’t be given directly
to Hausner but will be
skimmed off taxes collected
from the future increase in
the property’s value.

u u u

Hamtramck High’s football
team shut down opponent
STAR Academy in a blowout
homecoming win.  The 26-0
victory was so dismantling to
opposing players that they
had to forfeit in the fourth
quarter after an emotionally
charged shoving match
erupted on the field. 

u u u

As part of the 350.org envi-
ronmental project, over 30
youths participated in a
clean-up at the St. Aubin
Community Garden. The
mostly Muslim youths helped

pull weeds, edge beds and
build a platform to put two
water tanks on which will help
with watering the plants in
years to come.

u u u

In another blow to the city’s
finances, it was discovered
that $57,000 needed to be
refunded to American Axle for
an overcharge of personal
property taxes in 2009. The
transfer of manufacturing
equipment to other locations
caused a significant devalua-
tion of the building. The city
also lost $137,000 this year
in personal property taxes be-
cause the plant was closed
down.

u u u

Hanley Academy was
cleared to graduate to a big-
ger school when plans to
build a new building on Den-
ton Street were approved by
the city. Once complete, the
new school will be a two-
story, 65,000-square-foot fa-
cility with enough room for 40
classrooms as well as a gym
and science lab.

u u u

Local favorite Maria’s Co-

mida got a makeover when its
menu looked to the east for
inspiration and began to in-
corporate Asian flavors in its
food. The new Mex-Asian fu-
sion was a hit with cus-
tomers, as was the addition
of several new flavors of

salsa, which the Pronko fam-
ily (Maria’s’ owners) has now
began to sell in a variety of
stores. 

u u u

The city celebrated all good
things about fall with the first-
ever Hamtown Harvest Fest,

a weekend-long Oktoberfest
held in the municipal lot be-
tween Polish Village and Polo-
nia Restaurant. Organized by
the same people who put to-
gether this year’s Labor Day
Festival, the event featured
musical performances,
hayrides, pumpkin carving,
vendors and – of course –
lots of beer. Though it wasn’t
a financial success, it was a
great time for everyone in at-
tendance. 

u u u

A plan by the city to spend
$75,000 of Wayne County
money was put to an abrupt
halt when it was discovered
that the grant did not exist.
Beverly Watts, the director of
the county’s parks depart-
ment, claimed that the money
promised by former Wayne
County Commissioner Moe
Blackwell was not in this
year’s budget, although
Blackwell insists that he was
told by Watts that there was
in fact money on the table,

and that it was later re-
scinded by Wayne County Ex-
ecutive Bob Ficano.
“It’s not that Moe Blackwell

didn’t do his job,” said Black-
well, speaking in the third per-
son. “It’s about Bob Ficano
playing politics.”

u u u

It was declared that an ar-
sonist was on the loose after
nearly a dozen arson-sus-
pected fires were reported by
the Fire Department. Several
of the fires involved the burn-
ing of city-issued blue
garbage cans. Incidentally, on
Halloween the department
was busier than in recent
years.
“I’m wondering if we have a

firebug in town,” said Fire
Marshal Paul Wilk.

u u u

A Town Hall meeting hosted
by Weed and Seed gave resi-
dents the opportunity to learn
about the program as well
meet their neighbors in a re-

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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      Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
•    
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $99,900 BACK ON MARKET!
3451 Comstock - $37,500 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 NEW!
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3251-53 Yemans - $49,900 NEW!
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $14,900 - NEW!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
11676 Lumpkin - $34,900 NEW!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900 NEW!

Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Mechanic Shop
New Construction:
11489 Dyar - $129,900 - NEW PRICE!Already
built brick 4 bedroom with fireplace, granite coun-
ters, C/A, etc. Also, “To Be Built” homes, pick your
style, carpet & paint colors & upgrades. Hurry!
Four different style options avail. Three, four, and
five bedroom homes avail. Ask Keisha (313) 255-
9500 about $25,000 Grant toward down payment.
“NEZ Zoning” - Huge discount on property taxes,
ask for more information.

Attention Garret vs. City of Hamtramck 
Lawsuit Plaintiffs - Ask Juanita 
(248) 346-6311 about eligibility for 
additional $35K toward the purchase 
of one of these homes.
________________________________
Clinton Township:
19597 Stafford - $34,000 - Bank Owned 
Rochester Hills:

2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 NEW!
Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel - $139,900 NEW!
Sterling Heights
38122 Jamestown - $39,900 SOLD!
SHORT SALE, 3 BR Condo
Warren:
12885 E. Twelve Mile Rd. - $37,500 NEW
PRICE! Bank owned
*26142 Newport - Bank Owned - Coming Soon!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $179,900 NEW! Lake view!   
________________________________
Upcom ing Listings:
Multi-Family Homes:
2327 Botsford
2673 Holmes - (4) units
3210-12 Lehman
9472 McDougall
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units
11708-10 Sobieski
Single Family Homes:

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11915 Fleming, Hamtramck - 2 story sin-
gle family, 4 BR, large yard w/garage.
$26,900- Price Reduced!

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR,
1st floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR condo,
w/appliances & furniture. $19,000 Cash
Only - NEW PRICE!

2060 Norwalk, Hamtramck - “Portage
Garage”- 3 bay auto repair facility, includ-
ing the 2 family home at 2054 Norwalk.
$59,000 - New Price!

7516 Jackson Ave., Warren - 3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths, 2 car garage w/ driveway
$19,900  “Short-Sale”

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR, Base-
ment, Needs Work $19,900 New Price!

2224 Belmont- Hamtramck - Single
family home w/ 2 bedrooms, living
room, dining room, ¼ basement,
garage $29,900

5145 Casmere – Detroit - 3 Bedrooms,
Basement $19,900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - Attention
Investors! 2 well-maintained single-family
homes on one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $29,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield Twp.
“Bank Owned” Detached Condo 3 Bed-
rooms, 1½ baths, 2 car garage, $99,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Completely ren-
ovated with custom designer touches
throughout. 3 BR, built-in appliances, base-
ment, garage. Must see to appreciate.
$79,900 - NEW PRICE!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bedroom, 2-
family home in need of repair. Full base-
ment, garage, $24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3 Bedroom, 1-
½ Bath, Full Brick Ranch. Finished Base-
ment, 2 Car Attached Garage $82,900

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom Income
Bungalow, Living Room, Dining Room, Full
Basement $32,900
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11613 Charest

$99,900
Back on Market!

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

And now, part two of our year in review… 
Oh what a year it was  Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8

The Assistance League of Southeastern Michigan came to
Dickinson East Elementary to set up a “store” and give needy
children an opportunity to shop for new clothes and other ac-
cessories.

Maria’s Comida unveiled a new menu when it began incor-
porating Asian flavors in its cuisine. The new food – Mex-Asian
fusion – is some of the best around.



laxed and comfortable envi-
ronment. During the meeting,
personnel from the city’s Po-
lice Department spoke on
ways that residents can im-
prove their safety and em-
power themselves to be
proactive in fighting crime.
Later on in the month, the or-
ganization hosted a success-
ful fundraiser to cover the
operating costs of the four-
year-old non-profit. 

u u u

There was a new state law
which took effect on Hal-
loween that affected drivers
who like to drink. Anyone
caught driving with a Blood Al-
cohol Content of 0.17 or
higher was now legally
“super” drunk.  If found
“super” drunk, drivers now
face heavier fines and asso-
ciated costs as well as the
possibility of up to six months
in jail. 

The new traffic light in-
stalled in front of the fire sta-
tion had drivers seeing red
when the federal money used
to install it meant they could
no longer drive through the
light after stopping. Federal
safety rules don’t allow blink-
ing red traffic lights, said City
Manager Bill Cooper.
“I understand the prob-

lem,” he said. “I’ve been
caught in a few jams.”

u u u

If there is something
strange in your neighborhood,
who are you gonna call? The
Detroit Area Paranormal Re-
search Society, that’s who.
Over the last year, local resi-
dents Matthew Herch and his

fiancée Julie Kelley worked to
organize and equip a team to
observe and document the
area’s paranormal activity.
The duo announced a call-to-
investigation initiative that
sought to find paranormal
hotspots in the city in order to

further investigate them. 
NOVEMBER
This November kicked off

with midterm elections, and
at times Hamtramck voters
were at odds with state vot-
ers. Unlike their statewide
counterparts, the city’s vot-

ers stayed true to their Dem-
ocratic Party roots and, for
the most part, voted a
straight ticket. The big story
of this cycle was the victory of
Republican Rick Snyder for
the governor’s seat. 
In other election-related

news, it was announced that
a whopping 40 percent of vot-
ers who voted in the 2009
city elections – 1,276 out of
3,351 – failed to pay Ham-
tramck income tax. City Fi-
nance Director Nevrus
Nazarko discovered the dis-
crepancy when he cross refer-
enced the names and
addresses of those who
voted in the General Election
with those who paid income
taxes in an attempt to find
ways to raise more revenue
for the city. Later on in the
month, it was revealed that a
number of people who were
asked to pay income taxes
admitted to the Finance De-
partment that they didn’t ac-
tually live in Hamtramck. 

u u u

On Veteran’s Day, Ham-
tramck showed its support for
our veterans in a number of
ceremonies across the city.
The hub of the day’s activities
centered around PLAV Post
10, where Raymond Deloof
was named the 2010 Veteran
of the Year.

u u u

It was the school district’s
turn to warn of closings when
the school announced that
despite a seemingly manage-
able $5 million deficit in
2009, this year it faced a $6
million deficit. Due to a dras-
tic drop in enrollment this
year the district lost over $1
million in state aid, and in
order to prevent further deficit
spending Hamtramck Public
Schools Superintendent Tom
Niczay announced that it
would be necessary to end
leasing the former St. Lad’s
Elementary School at the end
of this year. That measure will
save almost $500,000 a
year.

u u u

A new nonprofit came to
town in November, and it was
ready to help young people
succeed in the race of life.
Making It To The Finish Line –
an organization with the mis-
sion to embrace women (and
lately men) of all ages and
empower them through train-
ing, motivation, support and
encouragement to reach their
highest potential – opened an
office at the old UAW Hall at
2140 Holbrook.

u u u

The city geared up to save
some big bucks in energy
costs when it began to final-
ize energy-saving measures
as part of a $460,000 Cities
of Promise grant. Ham-
tramck’s Public Works Direc-
tor Martin Ladd said energy
improvements will be made
to City Hall, the Fire Station
and the Library.
“We’re going green,” Ladd

said.
u u u

Dickinson East Elementary
was also going green this
month. The school’s staff and
students teamed-up to create

green space on the school’s
grounds and to help it be-
come more environmentally
friendly overall. Students
raised over $4,000 to help
fund the project, which in-
cluded removing concrete in
several areas and replacing it
with gardens.

u u u

The city’s financial picture
continued to remain front
page news as officials began
to have a series of tough con-

versations about the Ham-
tramck’s future. Threats of
cuts loomed large as the City
Council ordered every depart-
ment to figure out how to cut
10 percent of their budget.
City Manager Bill Cooper said
he needs to find an additional
$3 million a year – either in
savings or in new income
streams – to keep the city
afloat, and in an unprece-
dented move the Council ap-
proved his request to send a
letter to the state asking for
permission to file for bank-
ruptcy. Though the state
would ultimately deny his re-
quest and instead offer a

number of different loan op-
tions, news of the letter made
national headlines. 
“While this step may seem

radical in its approach,”
Cooper said, “it is the only ap-
proach that will quickly and
effectively address our short-
fall.”

u u u

With a name like Friendship
House, you can expect a lot
of people to show up at your
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And now, part two of our year in review…
Oh what a year it was  Continued from page 7

Continued on page 10

Hamtramck voters mainly went with a straight ticket in this
year’s General Election. However, state voters decided differ-
ently and elected self-described “nerd” Rick Snyder as gov-
ernor.

The Detroit Area Paranormal Research Society officially began
its mission with a call for investigation. If you know of any
paranormal activity in the area visit www.detroitaprs.com.

In light of two ongoing wars, Veteran’s Day seemed to have a
little more importance this year. Raymond Deloof was named
the 2010 Veteran of the Year.

Dickinson East Elementary School went environmentally
friendly when its students worked to build more green space
outside of the school.
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2 Br. upper, on Caniff,
$450/month, includes water
and basic cable, no pets,
586-531-9722, 313-418-
8791. 1/21

Beautiful spacious, updated,
2 Br. upper flat, on St. Aubin
St., $575/month + 1 month
security deposit, laundry ac-
cess, separate utilities, 313-
629-5305. 12/31

1, 2 and 3 Br. Detroit on
Bloom St. next to White Ele-
mentary School, 313-310-
3540. 1/7

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower,
water-heat included, adults
preferred, no pets, $575/
month + $575 deposit, refer-
ences required, 313-874-
1442, leave message. 1/7

Upper 2 Br., new carpet, large
backyard, safe area, appli-
ances + water included,
$500/month plus first
month’s rent for security,
313-301-0594. 1/7

Hamtramck, 2 Br., 5-room
flat, lower, seniors or working
couple preferred, no pets,
$500/month + deposit, 586-
294-7111. 1/7

Beautifully remodeled 3 Br.
upper ($595/month) and 1
Br. lower ($400/month) + se-
curity deposit, utilities not in-
cluded, Section 8 OK, credit
check, 313-590-1000. 1/7

Hamtramck, 9478 McDougal
St., 2 Br. upper, good condi-
tion, no pets, ask for Doda or
David, 586-722-8963, 586-
978-2363. 1/7

Clean upper flat, 11435 Flem-
ing, stove-fridge, washer-dryer,
heat + water included, $550/
month + 1 month security, Kim,
313-682-2928. 1/7

Hamtramck, 3134 Belmont.
2 Br. lower, stove-fridge, call
for appointment, no pets,
586-604-0553. 1/7

Hamtramck, Belmont St.,2 Br.
lower, Wallside windows,
$500/month, clean, 313-
492-8302. 1/7

Hamtramck, 11435 Fleming,
clean upper, stove-fridge,
washer-dryer, heat + water in-
cluded, $550/month + one
month security deposit, Kim,
313-682-2928. 12/31

Hamtramck, 3101-03 Jacob
St., lower 2 Br., large living
room, dining, kitchen, newly re-
modeled, laundry facility in-
cluded, stove-fridge, excellent
condition, 586-497-8810. 12/31

1 Br. upper, stove - refrigera-
tor, water + heat included,
$400/month + $400 secu-
rity, 586-939-7118. 1/28

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, imme-
diate occupancy, 248-229-
4295, 248-229-4297 12/31

Hamtramck, 2-family, upper
and lower, 2441 Alice, 313-
465-2344. 1/7

Hamtramck, 2242 Hewitt,
lower 4 rooms, $650/month
+ deposit, all utilities in-
cluded, 586-588-1227. 1/28

Warren, 23507 Peters, 2 Br.,
finished basement, big living
room, air conditioning, fenced
yard, clean, good neighbor-
hood, $625/month + security
deposit, 586-806-4888, 586-
354-8673. 12/31

Single family, 3 Br. two-story,
$650/month + one month
deposit, 313-444-5638. 1/7

HAMTRAMCK, 9525 Jos.
Campau, two-story, 45’x100’
brick building with a full base-
ment in the heart of town. El-
evator to all three levels, rent
to own or lease with option to
buy, 248-931-9731. 12/31

Opportunity to make Big Cash!!
12819 Conant (at Charles) –
Fully-stocked resale store,
ready to take over and incl.
many items to sell.  Also
comes with separate 1 Br. living
space w/ full basement, private
parking, pets OK. $800/mo.
Negotiable. Could separate, but
prefer to rent all to same per-
son. 313-205-8749.  12/31

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

* Senior Rates available*

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 

HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

PLUMBING

10yd, 20yd. 30yd, 40yd, open tops
10, 20, rubberwheel trailers
H Best rates in Michigan H

Volume discounts are applicable 
if you order more than 2-cans per week

Visit us at www.blueskydisposal.com or call 586-612-9003

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC

Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $500

Appliances included 
Section 8 welcome

Nov. Special: 2 Weeks FREE Rent!

Call  586-354-5380
info@leoneservices.com

ATTORNEY

WAYNE COUNTY LAW OFFICES 10211 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

Wayne County Call 313-438-1756
Macomb County Call 586-781-0700
frontczak@comcast.net • Interpreters Available

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

Frank M. Frontczak P 29184

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
Offering 32 years experience in:

• Personal Injury • Criminal • Probate • Traffic 
• Juvenile • Divorce • Real Estate    

Interviews available at home, hospital, clinic or at two office locations

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 

Thursday at Noon
$15 for one week
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100
Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for er-
rors is limited to the cost of that por-
tion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to
classify, revise or reject any classi-
fied advertisement.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

COMMERCIAL BUILDING

FOR SALE OR RENT

• Residential
• Commercial

Call N&D Masonry for all your
home improvement needs.
We specialize in brick, block & stone, cement, 

epoxy floors, chimney & porch repair.

Call Joe at

MASONRY

CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING

FOR SALE

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

Hamtramck
Rentals

2 Br. upper, washer-
dryer, remodeled 

and clean
Call Julie at 

(313) 570-4242

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

ClassifiedsFOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 

bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110
COMMERCIAL BUILDING

FOR RENT

Hamtramck taxi cab li-
cense only, 313-422-
5064. 12/31

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

Coming Soon ...Don’t Miss Out!
The Review's official Yellow Pages for Hamtramck is about to hit the streets. It includes the phone numbers of resi-

dents and businesses. Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your message delivered to every
household and business in Hamtramck.

Great advertising rates and a great way to promote your business!

Call 313-874-2100 for more details.



party, and that’s exactly what
happened when the non-profit
hosted its semi-annual Com-
munity Baby Shower at
Corinthian Baptist Church.
About 50 new or expectant
mothers attended the event,
which was the tenth time in
six years that it was held.

u u u

There was a new horizon for
adult education in Ham-
tramck when the Horizon
Adult/Alternative Education
Center celebrated the grand
opening of its brand new com-
puter lab. The school was
equipped with 20 Acer desk-
top computers complete with
flat screen monitors and
workspace thanks to a De-
partment of Energy, Labor
and Economic Growth grant.

u u u

Call it a coincidence …
yeah, a coincidence … but six
weeks after Michigan’s smok-
ing ban at bars and restau-
rants went into effect, there
was a decrease of about $8

million in Keno – a game lim-
ited to bars – gambling
money collected by the state.
Incidentally, state lawmakers
began reconsidering the ban
to allow bars and restaurants

to offer smoking rooms. Anec-
dotal evidence throughout the
city showed that the ban had

an overall negative impact on
businesses, particularly in
bars. 

u u u

The library celebrated its
92nd anniversary with a com-

memorative ceremony at the
Polish National Alliance (PNA)
Banquet Hall on Caniff, in-
ducting four new members
into its “Hall of Fame.” This
year’s inductees were Shan-
non Lowell, John Ulaj, Titus
Walters and Jerzy Dabrowski.

u u u

City landmark Peoples
State Bank’s future was up in
the air after the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC) downgraded the bank
from “significantly undercapi-
talized” to “critically under-
capitalized.” 

u u u

A hit-and-run accident
turned from a small incident
to a near scandal when a po-
lice officer refused to take a
report, saying it was depart-
ment policy not to take re-
ports for accidents that
happen on private property.
WXYZ Action News Investiga-
tor Scott Lewis picked up on
the story, and, after the issue
came to light, City Manager
Bill Cooper confirmed that the

policy had been thrown out.
“Since it’s become an

issue, we’re going to change
it,” he said.

DECEMBER
The holiday season kicked

off with the Goodfellows’ food
drive, and this year area resi-
dents needed help more than
ever. Approximately $7,000
was needed to pay for a few
thousand meals for needy
families.

u u u

An intersection of ideas in-
volving the Hamtramck Union
of Social Services (HUSS)
and the Wayne County Health
and Human Services Depart-
ment may lead to a Federally
Qualified Health Center
(FQHC) coming to the city. At
the non-profit’s final meeting
of 2010, the two organiza-
tions agreed to pursue the
matter as a joint effort. 
“I think this is an important

project, and if it’s possible to
bring in Wayne County to in-
crease funding and improve
services to residents, then
it’s a good thing,” said City
Councilwoman and HUSS
member Catrina Stackpoole.

u u u

Another Hamtramck favorite
returned when the 16th Annual
Winter Glow brought residents
to the Hamtramck Community
Center despite unseasonably
chilly weather. Braving temper-
atures in the teens, residents
enjoyed a number of season-
themed activities courtesy of
the Hamtramck Recreation De-
partment.
After the city announced it

was shutting the recycling
program due to the budget
deficit, the Hamtramck Recy-
cling Commission was deter-
mined to keep it going.
Counting on donations from
those who use the service, it
hoped to raise enough money
to continue offering the op-
tion to residents in the city.

u u u

When a party store tried to
open its doors across from the
Metropolitan Baking Co., it
turned into a situation of David
versus Goliath.  The bakery’s
owner claimed that if the party

store were to re-open it would
bring about negative conse-
quences to his business and
the neighborhood.

u u u

If taste is king, then the Sul-
tan Al-Kabob – a new restau-
rant on Conant – rules
Hamtramck. The casual din-
ing establishment quickly
won over customers after
opening its doors early in the
month. 
“I think we’re one of the best

restaurants in Hamtramck,”
said manager Wadie Ali.
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why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!
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Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars

����.>=2;@2>
�.:@>.:08
� A?@�2.?@�<3� <?	��.:=.A�

M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!
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Continued on page 5

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

And now, part two of our year in review… 
Oh what a year it was  Continued from page 8

Horizon Adult/Alternative Education Center went hi-tech
when it received 20 Acer computers and workstations cour-
tesy of a grant from the Department of Energy, Labor and Eco-
nomic Growth.

Due to the smoking ban that took effect May 1, state Keno
revenue was down $8 million just six weeks later. Even more
troubling, bar and restaurant owners have reported an overall
decrease in business.

The 16th Annual Winter Glow was held at the Hamtramck
Community Center and helped usher in the holiday season.

Peoples State Bank has had better years. This year the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation downgraded the bank
from “significantly undercapitalized” to “critically undercap-
italized.”

When they posed for this picture, these girls had no idea that
it would be used over and over throughout the year to help
promote the recycling program.

A proposal to open up a party store on Lumpkin caused a
stir when neighbor Metropolitan Baking Co. complained that
the store would be harmful to its business.


