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In the ongoing celebra-
tion of Black History
Month, Hamtramck’s
public library will host a
gospel concert tomorrow
(Saturday, Feb. 19) at 1
p.m. 
The mighty voices of

the Inspirational Choir
from Corinthian Baptist
Church will perform. It
should be a real treat
and a cultural high point
of the year.
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Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages
The Review's official Yellow Pages for Hamtramck is about to hit the streets. It includes the phone numbers of residents and businesses. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your message delivered to every household and business in Hamtramck and 
now including the nearby areas of Detroit totaling approx. 45,000.

Call 313-874-2100 for more details
Great advertising rates and a great
way to promote your business!

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages

Call 313-874-2100

Who said this, and
what is it about? You
can find the quote
and the story it be-
longs to somewhere
in the pages of this
issue.

“Hamtramck is, 
in my opinion, one 
of the greatest cities
in the country. It is
literally a haven for
creative people.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

Dry Cleaning Order or
Drop Off (Wash, Dry & Fold) Order

Offer ends Feb. 28. With this coupon.

9139 Jos. Campau 
(at Holbrook) Open 7 Days - 7am – 11pm

313-870-1927
www.hamtramckcoinlaundry.com

By Charles Sercombe
A series of bad loans finally

caught up with Hamtramck’s
last remaining independent
bank.
Federal regulators closed

down Peoples State Bank last
Friday and announced that
First Michigan Bank out of
Troy was taking over People’s
assets and deposits.
Peoples, located on Jos.

Campau at Holbrook, had
been struggling in recent
years to stay afloat, and in
the past year had been or-
dered by the FDIC to merge
with another bank. Those in
charge of People’s had told
this newspaper that a number
of loans had defaulted in re-

City’s oldest bank is now one for the history books

Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
A 27-year-old man charged

with beating his girlfriend to
death in the Hamtramck Sen-
ior Plaza apartments has also
admitted to an unsolved De-
troit homicide, police say.

Benjamin Jarvis was ar-
raigned Wednesday in Ham-
tramck 31st District Court for
the murder of Natalie Ward,
40. Police say he killed Ward
Saturday evening, around 6
p.m., in Ward’s apartment in
the Senior Plaza apartment
building after she refused to
give him money so he could
buy drugs.

When Ward refused to hand
over money, Jarvis picked up a
hammer and hit her in the
head several times, police say.
He then took her money and
her car to score drugs. He
came back early the next

morning, left an apology note
and then again left with her ve-
hicle.
Hamtramck Detective Jackie

Crachiola said the content of
the note could not be dis-
closed because it’s part of an
ongoing investigation into the
matter. She said Jarvis con-
fessed to the murder and an

Murder suspect has record of
drugs and violent behavior 

By Charles Sercombe
One question lingering from

the murder of a 40-year-old
woman living in the Ham-
tramck Senior Plaza apart-
ments is, why was she able to
live in a senior apartment
building?
The plaza is a federally-sub-

sidized public housing project
under the supervision of the
Hamtramck Housing Commis-
sion, which is part of the fed-
eral HUD agency.
Although the perception is

that the building is strictly for
seniors, that hasn’t been the
case until just a year ago.
The building was mistakenly

reserved for disabled adults
as well as seniors. Natalie
Ward, the woman who was
murdered Saturday in her
apartment at the Plaza, was
disabled.
Housing Commission Exec-

utive Director Kevin Kondrat
said federal law bars him from
asking what exactly her dis-
ability was. 
Kondrat said he began look-

ing into the disabled designa-
tion for the building a few
years ago. He said having
younger adults living in the
apartment complex wasn’t a
good fit for seniors, and didn’t
make sense.
It took quite a bit of investi-

gating and trying to get a hold
of someone within the federal
HUD bureaucracy, but finally
his persistence paid off.
It’s not a coincidence that

Kondrat is also a retired Ham-
tramck detective.
The upshot, Kondrat said,

was that someone in the De-
troit HUD office made a typo in
filling out some form or an-
other and labeled the Plaza an
apartment complex for the dis-
abled as well as seniors.
With the matter cleared up,

Kondrat said that now only
seniors may apply to live in the
apartments, but the dozen or
so younger, disabled adults
will be allowed to continue liv-
ing there.
There are 170 tenants living

in the Plaza.

Senior Plaza was at one 
time not just for seniors

Council does
about-face
on state loan
By Charles Sercombe
After weeks of haggling and

passionate debate, the City
Council agreed to apply for a
$2.5 million emergency state
loan in a special council meet-
ing Wednesday evening.
But that decision didn’t

come easy.
All councilmembers voted for

the loan, except for Mo-
hammed Hassan and Shahab
Ahmed, who were absent.
At first it didn’t look like the

loan stood a chance. A motion
made by Councilmember Cat-
rina Stackpoole, after about an
hour’s worth of discussion, to
apply for the loan failed to re-
ceive a motion of support,
meaning it didn’t even come to
a vote.
But what happened in the

few minutes after that motion
to change the minds of Coun-
cilmembers Cathie Gordon,
Kazi Miah and Tom Jankowski
is a mystery.  The loan went
through after Councilmember
Jankowski did an about-face
and motioned to apply for the
loan, which brought in the
other holdouts on council.
Councilmember Gordon

questioned the need to seek
$2.5 million as opposed to
just $1 million. City Manager
Bill Cooper explained several
times that $1 million would
only see the city through the
end of this fiscal year, which
ends June 30.
He said that $2.5 million

would keep the city afloat
through 2012. It is hoped the
city will by that time, have set-
tled its lawsuit against Detroit
over how much Detroit owes
Hamtramck from tax revenue
collected from GM’s Poletown
plant.
Councilmember Jankowski

was skeptical of warnings that,
if the city fell into payless pay-
days, the state would immedi-
ately send in an emergency
financial manager, calling that
a “scare tactic.”
Yet minutes later, he said

about the loan: “We have to do
this.”
The coming year will give

Cooper a chance to negotiate

Continued on page 6

Paczki
day is
coming
soon!

Danny D 
will be 

performing 
at Post 10

and Suzy’s
Bar, times

and details 
to follow.

Murder 
suspect
Benjamin
Jarvis



cent times, causing severe
damage to the bank’s assets.
Federal regulators empha-

sized that individual accounts
are insured up to $250,000.
As the saga of Peoples

worsened in recent months, a
number of customers pulled
their money from the bank,
further sinking it.
The new owner of the bank,

First Michigan, quickly
stressed that accounts re-
main safe.
“Our top priority is to as-

sure all customers that their
deposits are safe and remain

readily available to them. We
are excited to bring Peoples
State Bank customers and
employees into our banking
family,” said David T. Provost,
chairman, president, and
chief executive officer of First
Michigan Bank, in a recent
press release. “Our mission
as a community bank is to
continue to provide our cus-
tomers and communities with
localized, highly personalized
service and enhanced prod-
ucts so that they, in turn, can
achieve their financial goals.”
First Michigan has taken

over all of the branches of the
former Peoples State Bank.
The branches were open for
business last Saturday.
“Customers should know

that it will be business as
usual for them,” Provost said.
“Banking hours will remain
the same. They will handle
their banking business at
their existing banking offices
with the same friendly, local
employees that they have
come to know. They can rest
assured that their deposits
remain insured up to the max-
imum coverage allowed under
the FDIC. We will continue to
communicate details to all of
our stakeholders, and we will
work hard to make certain the
transition is as seamless as
possible for our customers.” 
Peoples had been in busi-

ness for 102 years, starting
out here in Hamtramck. The
bank focused on the needs of
recent immigrants, and for
most of its history had only
one branch.
In recent years, the bank

had begun to expand, with its
headquarters relocated to
Madison Heights.
First Michigan Bank has

been in existence for 10
months, but has grown rapidly
during that time.

with the city employee unions
for contract concessions. He
has been trying to get the
unions to agree to a less ex-
pensive health care provider,
which Cooper estimates would
save the city about $1
million a year.
So far, the unions

have not agreed to sig-
nificant cuts. That may
change, even without
the help of the unions,
in the weeks to come.
State legislators are
set to vote on changes
to a state law regulating
when the state can
take over a financially
distressed city in order
to allow the city to tear
up union contracts with-
out the unions’ consent.
Hamtramck’s finan-

cial picture turned bleak in the
last year-and-a-half when De-
troit stopped payments from
the Poletown plant, which in
the past amounted to $2-$3
million a year.
Detroit is claiming it has

overpaid Hamtramck $7 mil-
lion over the last several
years. The two sides have

been negotiating a deal
through the state Treasury De-
partment and a deal is ex-
pected to break through in the
coming weeks.
In the meantime, Cooper

has warned that the city will
run out of cash by mid-March.
The state loan will buy the city
time to work out other finan-
cial problems that have come
up since the economy tanked.
Other problems with the

city’s budget include reduced
tax revenue sharing aid from
the state and declining prop-

erty values.
Hamtramck isn’t alone in

facing tough financial times.
Many other communities are
on the brink of insolvency.
Hamtramck just happens to

be the first municipality
to bring its troubles to
the state.
Several weeks ago

Cooper asked permis-
sion from the state to
file for bankruptcy, a re-
quest that Treasury offi-
cials turned down. State
officials instead sug-
gested the city accept a
loan.
The loan is a sweet

deal, as far as loans go.
The interest rate is less
than 1 percent, amount-
ing to a payment of
$5,000 a year. The city

doesn’t have to make pay-
ments on the principle of the
loan for the first 10 years of
the 20-year loan.
The city can also pay back

the loan at any time, which
may happen sooner rather
than later if a settlement with
Detroit is reached in the near
future.

This week at the library...
Gospel Music Concert - Saturday, February 19 at 1 p.m.

In celebration of Black History Month, the library will host
the Inspirational Choir from Corinthian Baptist Church with
their annual Gospel Music Concert. Everyone is invited. Re-
freshments will be served.
Art Exhibit - February 19, 2011. In celebration of Black

History Month, the library presents an art exhibit of a local
African American artist, Jacqueline Walker. Her paintings
will be displayed in the library until March 5, 2011.
Special Screening of a LiNK Documentary Movie "Hid-

ing" - Thursday, March 24 at 7 p.m. LiNK (Liberty in North
Korea) is an organization that is currently working on a mod-
ern day underground railroad, helping refugees who have
escaped North Korea to find freedom. Many North Koreans
face starvation if they stay (in addition to complete religious
oppression and persecution), so they risk their lives to flee
to China where they must live in hiding. If caught, they will
be sent back to North Korea and executed or put into a
concentration camp.
Premiere Showing of the Polish Movie "MGLA" - Friday,

February 25 at 7 p.m. This movie, produced by Maria
Dluzewska and Joanna Lichocka, presents interviews and
known information about the plane crash that took place
on final the approach to Smolensk airport and claimed the
lives of the President of Poland and high ranking members
of the Polish Government.
Black History Month Contest - "When I Think Africa..."

contest is open to all school age children. All forms of
media are accepted; for example, poems, short stories,
paintings, drawings, photos, songs, essays, etc. All entries
must be submitted by February 16, 5 p.m. Winners of the
contest will be announced and prizes will be awarded on
Saturday, February 19, during Black History Month Program.
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, February 19 at 10:30

a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor for the ESL class
for beginners. Everyone is invited. Free to the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, February 26 at noon.

All children are invited to the library’s Storytime. Celebrate
Black History Month by making African Unity Wreaths during
the arts and crafts program after the reading of the book
"Martin’s Big Words" by Doreen Rappaport.

Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Monday, February
21 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic computer skills can en-
hance their computer literacy each Monday at the library.
Number of participants is limited to available computers. 
Computer Classes for Beginners - Wednesday, February

23 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on computer use for be-
ginners will be held on Tuesdays. Number of participants
is limited to available computers.
Reading and Conversation for ESL Students - Tuesday,

February 22 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is the instructor for the
reading and conversation ESL classes.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, February 22 at 4 p.m.Mr.

Nuo is the instructor for the math club and math tutoring.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, February 23 at 3:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday is movie day at the library. Come and
enjoy our feature presentation, which includes free popcorn
and snacks.
Black History Month Movie - Thursday, February 24 at

5:30 p.m. "Throw Down Your Heart" - Inspired by love of
African music and an interest in tracing the roots of the
banjo, American banjo great, Bela Fleck embarks on a mu-
sical journey through Uganda, Tanzania, Gambia and Mali,
playing with locals and discovering the beauty of the land.
Everyone is invited.
Winter Teen Club - Thursday, February 24 at 5:00 p.m.

Members of the Teen Club will learn how to make peanut
butter feeders that you can hang on a tree and watch the
birds peck at. George Washington Carver, a black scientist,
invented peanut butter. Everyone is invited to join.
Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, February 24 at 4 p.m.

Sign up and participate in Jeopardy games held on Thurs-
days at the library. Compete against friends, win prizes and
have fun developing your knowledge skills. 
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, March10 at 6

p.m. Regular meeting of the Library Board will be held in
the auditorium. Open to the public.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, March 17 at

6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy and Treasurer
George Gorday, invite all members and volunteers to par-
ticipate in the regular monthly meeting and election meet-
ing of the FHPL.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 
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CITY OF HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN
SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE 2011-1
Ordinance 2011-1, known as the “Emergency Response Cost

Recovery Ordinance,” repeals and amends existing cost recovery
provisions in the City Code and expands the scope for recovering
costs associated with emergency response. A complete copy of
the ordinances is available in the City Clerk’s office.

Enacted:  February 8, 2011 T. Edwin Norris, City Clerk
Published: February 18, 2011 Hamtramck, Michigan
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City’s oldest bank is now one
for the history books Continued from front page

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

When it comes to good food
and great times, Hamtramck
has plenty to offer. In this col-
umn, we’ll talk about what’s
happening at our bars, restau-
rants and other events that can
be found throughout the city.

By Ian Perrotta
This week’s Toast of the

Town picks up where an article
in our paper two weeks ago left
off: Maria’s Comida.
First of all, Maria’s was going

to show up in this paper any-
way – a key fact about their
salsa was wrong.  We reported
that it has a shelf life of 30
days, but the truth is its closer
to 365 days. The state man-
dates that it last at least 30
days, but the Pronkos (Maria’s’
owners) made sure they did it
right so theirs stays fresh for a
year. Once it’s opened it lasts
for about eight days, but who
really needs that long to finish
a jar of salsa? Especially the
Roasted Habanero with
Mango.
Speaking of that particular

salsa, did you know that the
Ahmed brothers at Amar Pizza
are using it as a sauce on one
of their pizzas? It’s called the
Southwestern Pizza, and
though this writer hasn’t tried
it yet, based on previous per-
formances by both restaurants
involved it’s probably safe to
say that the pizza is delicious.
(Kurshed, we’ll take a large thin
crust next Thursday at 4 p.m.)
Amar also cooks a pizza with
the hottest pepper in the world
– it’s called the Ghost Pizza –
which may be the subject of a
show on the Food Network, but
that’s another story for an-
other week.
Back to Maria’s, but we’ll

stay in the category of TV
shows. You see, the restaurant
will soon be featured on an
episode of Detroit Public Tele-
vision’s show “Under the
Radar Michigan.” The show fol-
lows host Tom Daldin as he ex-
plores everything that
Michigan has to offer that is,
well, under the radar. As he
goes to museums, neighbor-
hoods, businesses and restau-
rants, his goal is to discover
the people, places and things
that are unique about the Mit-
ten State. 

One of those unique spots
happened to be Hamtramck’s
own Maria’s Comida, so on
Monday (Feb. 7), the cast and
crew came to town to check
out the eatery and sample
some of the goods or, rather,
some of the greats – whatever
you want to call it, the food is

fantastic. Anyway, the first
thing that Haldin did when he
got there was to sample the
salsa. After he and his crew
gave it rave reviews, they then
went into the kitchen to watch
some things get prepared. 
During this time there was a

lot of joking around between
the Under the Radar guys and
the Pronkos, and it was clear
that everybody was enjoying
themselves. They filmed a few
items being cooked – Black-
ened Salmon with (here it
comes again) Roasted Ha-
banero with Mango Salsa,
Asian Baby Back Ribs, Smoked
Chorizo Spaghetti with Toasted
Almonds and Chickpeas and
Chile Garlic Shrimp – then it
was time to dig in.
“It was a really good experi-

ence and we appreciate being
chosen for the show,” said
Marie (as in not Maria, strange
as it may be) Pronko. “They
were a great crew and a lot of
fun to work with.  And it will
definitely help the business!”
Also helping the business

was a Groupon sale that hap-
pened on Wednesday (Feb. 9).
For those who don’t know,
Groupon is a website that re-
cently came out of nowhere to
take the business world by

storm. Essentially, it sells a
company’s coupon at a dis-
count price and splits the prof-
its. For the Maria’s deal, you
could buy $20 worth of food
for $9, which was divided be-
tween the two companies.
Though getting only one-

fourth of the menu price on

items may seem like a raw
deal – and indeed Groupon
has been criticized for this very
reason – in the case of Maria’s
it brought in a ton of business.
A total of 673 “groupons” were
purchased, and the fact that
only those who purchased the
deal can get the deal means
that the only money being
spent (or, rather, not made) is
money that comes from some-
one who has already become
a customer by buying the dis-
count. 
Needless to say, you can ex-

pect Maria’s to be a little
busier than usual, and that
was just the case last Friday
night (Feb. 11) when a camera
guy from “Under the Radar”
came back to film a regular
dinner service. The seats were
packed and the plates were
stacked, and it can all be seen
sometime in March on Detroit
Public Television.

Do you know of a cool bar, a
great restaurant or just a nice
place to hang out? If you have
tips on special events or just
want to shine some light on
your favorite spot send a mes-
sage to news@thehamtramck-
review.com or call us at (313)
874-2100.

City Councilmembers meet Wednesday evening
in a special meeting to discuss one more time
whether to apply for an emergency state loan.

The host of Detroit Public Television's show "Under the Radar Michi-
gan," Tom Daldin, right, speaks with Al and Marie Pronko during a
recent taping. The episode is slated to air sometime in March.



Ever wonder about the story
behind the story in Ham-
tramck? It’s not often we get a
chance to pull back the curtain
and let our readers in on some
of the behind-the-scenes of
events and stories we have cov-
ered.

By Charles Sercombe
It occurs to me that, after

chronicling the happenings of
Hamtramck now for over 25
years, I have a few police sto-
ries to tell.

But first, a note to the offi-
cers and detectives I have had
the pleasure of meeting and
talking to: Don’t worry, your se-
crets and confidentialities are
safe. Well, that is until some-
one offers me a movie deal!
I figure the best way to remi-

nisce about my police beat
days is to start at the begin-
ning, when I was what we used
to call a “cub reporter.”
I had been on the job just a

few weeks on one particular
hot August day. I had never

seen a dead body before, nor
had I given it much thought.
Since then, I sometimes

gruesomely joke that I have
seen just about every kind of
dead body: stabbed, impaled,
shot, suffocated, strangled,
burned, hung, beaten,
stomped, crashed, drowned,
OD’d, old age, heart attack,
suicide … did I forget anyone?
On this day in question, I wit-

nessed my first corpse, a fel-
low who was run over –
crushed -- by a car.

He was the victim of an eld-
erly woman who lost control of
her car while exiting the drive-
through of what was called at
the time the Bank of Com-
merce (today it’s called PNC)
on Jos. Campau at Caniff. The
way it was explained to me, the
woman couldn’t stop her car or
steer away and ended up driv-
ing across the street and
straight into a male pedes-
trian, pinning him against the
front of a building.
I’m not sure how I found out

about the accident because at
that time, a certain editor of
the former Citizen newspaper,
which was just down the
street, was dead set against
having a police scanner in the
office.
Go figure, but suffice it to

say, I was down at the scene
soon after it happened.
It was a long, hot wait for a

tow truck driver to arrive and
move the car. During that time,
the body of the man was out of
sight, under the grill of the car.
Being a newbie reporter I fig-
ured – assumed – the cops
had things, you know, under
control.
But in that heat, and after an

exchange of words, something
began to gnaw at me. 
How did they know the guy

was dead? How did they know
he wasn't just unconscious
and couldn’t have been saved?
No ambulance came, nor was
one called.
Why didn’t the cops just

back up the car and check him
out? Heck, why in the world
was there no friggin’ ambu-
lance?

We continued to wait and
wait for a tow truck driver.
Yet, that gnawing away didn’t

stop: How did they know he
was dead?
That day still puzzles and in-

furiates me. It also drove home
the cliché: never assume.
But there we were, and I

couldn’t help but feel a growing
sense of incompetence at play
in front of my eyes, or worse –
apathy.
Having said that, there was a

good chance this guy was in-
deed dead.
But then again – never as-

sume.
When the tow truck driver ar-

rived and pulled the car back,
the man’s body was limp and
slumped down. There was no
blood or disfigurement. Here
was a guy just moments ago
walking down the sidewalk.
Who would ever think a car

would come suddenly up the
sidewalk and smash into you?
To this day, I make it a point

to glance around when I’m
walking down there. I learned
a lot that day, at the expense
of some poor guy. In Ham-
tramck, you have to ask a lot
questions because making as-
sumptions here can be deadly
– in more ways than one.

By Charles Sercombe
The downsizing of Ham-

tramck’s public schools is
taking shape.
At last week’s School Board

meeting, Superintendent Tom
Niczay made available a one-
page outline of what is going
to happen when the district
closes down Dickinson West
Elementary School.
The school is housed in the

former school operated by St.
Ladislaus Parish. The district
began renting the school from
the Detroit Archdiocese in
1992 when the district was
short of classroom space. 
Those days are long gone.

Instead of worrying about
where to put students, the
district is fighting to retain
and recruit students. Local
charter schools have drained
away public school kids,

which in turn has resulted in
the loss of millions of dollars
in state financial aid for the
school district.
Closing down Dickinson

West will save the district
$468,966 a year. The lease
costs the district $192,000 a
year and $276,966 on utili-
ties. Although transferring the
600 students at Dickinson to
other school buildings will be
straining, the plan is work-
able, said Niczay.
“We’re going to figure this

out and make due,” Niczay
said.
Here’s how Niczay plans to

transfer the students:
Students in grades one

through four will be housed in
portable classrooms that
have sat unused for several
years on the grounds of
Kosciuszko Middle School.

Those in grades five and six
will be placed in Kosciuszko
school.
Inside Kosciuszko, those in

grades one through six will be
in a separate part of the
school building, away from
seventh and eighth graders.
And within that grouping, fifth
and sixth graders will be lo-
cated in the east end of the
school with their own en-
trance doors. 
An unused room in the

school will be converted into
a cafeteria for their use.
The closing down of Dickin-

son West will also mean lay-
ing off teachers and other
school employees. Niczay
said he does not yet know
how many employees will be
laid off, but said layoffs will
start April 14.
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Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~
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Commission 
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Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

11303 Jos Campau
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• And lots more...
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Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

By Charles Sercombe
Detroit is not exactly whip-

ping out a checkbook yet, but
there is a good chance that
Hamtramck’s tax dispute with
the city will be settled in the
near future.
Hamtramck is suing Detroit

for property tax revenue it
shares from the GM Poletown
plant, which straddles both
cities. Detroit says it has
overpaid Hamtramck $7 mil-
lion over several years.
Both sides met last Thurs-

day in Lansing under the eye
of state Treasury Department
officials, who are trying to me-
diate a settlement. Ham-
tramck is about to run out of
money by mid-March if Detroit
doesn’t begin making pay-
ments.
According to Hamtramck

City Manager Bill Cooper, the
meeting went well.
“We walked away with the

feeling that something was
going to work out here,”
Cooper said.
Detroit officials are spend-

ing this week, Cooper said,
crunching numbers to see
what kind of settlement and
future payment plan would
work out. A rumor going
through town is that the state
will forgive a multi-million dol-
lar debt Detroit owes in ex-
change for a settlement with
Hamtramck.
Cooper said that’s not ex-

actly right, but added that
state officials conceded they
will have to bring something
to the table to get the deal
done.
Normally, Hamtramck re-

ceives upwards of $2 million
a year from Detroit. It’s not
known how much Detroit will
agree to pay Hamtramck. In
the meantime, Hamtramck is
racking up a $3 million
deficit, largely due to non-pay-
ments for the past two years
from Detroit.
Cooper said that even if De-

troit makes a payment soon,
it’s likely the city will still need
to take an emergency loan
from the state to meet em-
ployee payrolls and pay con-
tractors. The city is applying
for a $2.6 million loan with an
interest rate of less than 1
percent a year.
He said the city could im-

mediately pay back the loan if
Detroit comes through with a
significant payment.

Poletown tax dispute may soon
be settled

School district unveils plan to close
down Dickinson West

Talk back …

Many New
Items!



By Ian Perrotta
Who she is:
Though she’s no longer the

city’s Special Events Coordi-
nator due to budget cuts, the
party is still going strong for
Hamtramck resident Eve
Doster Knepp. These
days she keeps plenty busy
as the owner of the public re-
lations firm Norwegian Blue
PR and as the coordinator of
the Hamtramck Blowout, but
she was still able to take a
moment from her busy sched-
ule to chat with The Review.

You’ve been known to put
together some pretty awe-
some events – either your
parents must have went away
for the weekend a lot when
you were in high school or
you’re just incredibly gifted
at what you do. How exactly
did you get into your current
line of work?
Doster: Becoming an event

coordinator just sort of hap-
pened naturally out of the
confluence of a lot of weird,
unrelated factors. In terms of
doing music events specifi-
cally, that just sort of hap-
pened out of my natural
proclivity get people to con-

gregate (yes, I have
been throwing sanc-
tioned and non-sanc-
tioned shindigs since I
was a kid) and my love
for live music. 
I have a fairly abiding

devotion to the Detroit
music scene; I’ve lived
all of my late-
teen/adult life within
it. It’s my privilege to
work with this terrific
sub-society of incredi-
bly talented people.
Detroit’s creative sec-
tor is the best in the
world, if you ask me.
Also, there’s no doubt that

the five years I spent writing
for the Metro Times had a lot
to do with why I opted for PR.
I didn’t have the right person-
ality to pursue music journal-
ism any further, but I had all
these connections from years
of working as the listings edi-
tor — not to mention count-
less years before that
bartending at fairly popular
music venues (never underes-
timate the value of a good
bartending job), touring, play-
ing in bands, etc — so organ-
izing music events was a
fairly organic transition. 

It must be interesting to do
the same type of job but for
different people and compa-
nies. What was one of your
most favorite events to plan?
And what about the least?
Doster: I don’t think I have

a preferred type of event.
They each have their own set
of advantages and draw-
backs. Diversifying with cor-
porate, political and
entertainment events is the
best way to learn how event
planning really works. 
You’d think that because of

my love of music that I’d pre-
fer music-related events, but
that’s not the case. In fact,
sometimes being on the plan-
ning end of something you
love can sort of distort it for
you. 
More than anything, having

a challenge and a clean slate
to create something enor-
mous excites me. I love the
possibility that comes with
producing – you start with
nothing; and if everything
comes together, you work
your tail off, and you have a
little luck, some magical
things can happen. 
It doesn’t hurt that I really

like people and I enjoy seeing
them enjoying themselves.
That being said, I’ve decided
that this is going to be my
last year booking the
Blowout. I have some big
changes coming up this year,
and it feels right to sign off in
2011.

Aww, bummer – you'll surely
be missed. So what does the
future hold for you? 
Doster: I'm leaving for no

reason other than I feel likes
it's time to let someone else,
hopefully someone a little
younger, take over. This year
feels like the right time to
step aside. I adore my
bosses at the Metro Times,
and booking the Blowout for
four years has been a privi-
lege. But ... I am beginning a
new chapter in my life, which
means I need to start stream-
lining. I have complete faith

that the Metro Times
has this one under con-
trol.

That’s good to know.
Switching topics, you’re
originally from Royal
Oak but you choose to
live here in Hamtramck.
What is it about the city
that made you want to
come here, and why do
you stay?
Doster: Royal Oak

was a wonderful place
to grow, but, I pretty
much left town at 19

when wanderlust came
knocking. In fact, I moved
around a lot until I finally
found my home here in Ham-
tramck back on 2001. 
Hamtramck is, in my opin-

ion, one of the greatest cities
in the country. It is literally a
haven for creative people.
Also, it is a close-knit commu-
nity in an urban setting. Yes,
we have our foibles, and let’s
be honest, some downright
idiotic things go down here
sometimes; but Hamtramck
is, to me anyway, the antithe-
sis of suburban stasis. 
I love that I can walk to my

grocer, my baker and my
butcher. I like that our town is
peppered with family-owned
ethnic restaurants and mom-
and-pop stores — not soul-
less strip malls and hideous,
cheap architecture. I like our
dollar stores and our old man
bars. I love that on any given
night a great musician is
probably performing at one of
our music venues. 
I like that places like Public

Pool and Popps Packing are
on par with initiatives happen-
ing in any major city in the
world. I like that our mayor is
a woman I aspire to be more
like. 

Speaking of great musi-
cians in the area, your next
big event is the Hamtramck
Blowout. It’s now in its 14th
year – how exactly did it get
started, and do you think has
another 14 years in it?
Doster: The Hamtramck

Blowout started back in 1997
by two phenomenal guys —
Chris Handyside and Brian
Boyle. The idea was to create
a SXSW-style event, in Ham-
tramck, specifically in celebra-
tion of the then-burgeoning
Detroit Music scene. 
This took place during the

earliest stages of the Garage
Rock explosion so the event
gained popularity fairly
quickly. As the years went by,
it sort of evolved into an
event that kicks off the new
music year. It has also be-
come a great place for new/

un-heard of bands to get ex-
posure on a level they nor-
mally might not. 
I know that the Metro Times

is committed to keeping this
event tasteful and local – and
if you ask me, you can’t beat
that model. The Blowout will
be around for a long, long
time.

What can we expect for this
year’s Blowout? And are
there any bands in particular
that you’re looking forward to
seeing?
Doster:  Metro Times’ Man-

aging Editor Brian Smith de-
scribed this year’s Blowout
perfectly, so, to quote him
from metrotimes.com:
“Of course, it's the music

that matters. And the Ham-
tramck Blowout music festi-
val, which turns an unruly 14
years old this year, is a mad
collage of genres that matter
right now.
“The whole thing is celebra-

tion by design. Hundreds of
bands and thousands of Mit-
ten State music fans — in-
cluding others from such
faraway lands known as
Berlin, Wis., and Dublin, Ohio
— descend on nearly 20 old-
man bars in the beautifully
flawed town of Hamtramck.
They'll discover a brilliant
cross-section of tacky and ge-
nius, of indie ironies and girl-
boy anti-harmonies, as well
as tatted riff-a-rama. They'll
unearth super word-fly hip
hop, Casio pajama pop, vel-
vet-tongued soul and, per-
haps, if lucky, deranged
Hamtown polkas fueled on
jezynowka. In short, they ab-
sorb what's best in up-to-the-
moment Michigan-created
music.”

I can honestly say I am ex-
cited about every single one
of the bands. I’m especially
eager to re-see Hamtramck-
based band, The Beekeepers
(very Frank Zappa-esque) and
a ton of great new bands from
Ypsilanti. I could literally go
on for pages about how much
I respect these artists.

Now that you’ve answered
all of our questions, is there
anything you’d like to say? Go
for it.
Doster: I would just like to

take this opportunity to give
shout outs to the hundreds of
volunteers who keep the
ethos of this town alive. It is
my sincere hope that these
people are truly appreciated.
Without volunteers we are a
dead town. We can all do bet-
ter in this department.
Rather than insisting, “You

know what you should do to
make this better?”…we
should instead challenge our-
selves to instead ask, “What
can I do to help?” I am bi-
ased, of course, but success-
ful events and specialty
shopping are a large part of
the reason Hamtramck is still
on the map — we should ap-
preciate the people who
make huge personal sacri-
fices to keep it all going (this
means you: Kathleen Bittner,
Rachel Srodek, Konrad
Maziarz, Raymond and Joan
Bittner, Tom and Cindy Cerve-
nak, Greg Kowalski and
countless equally deserving
others). 
That being said, I love you

Hamtramck and I’m beyond
proud to call you my home.
Keep calm and carry on –
everything is going to be OK.
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 2/24/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 2/24/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Drink Specials During Televised
Wings Games!

Psychic Night - Find out what’s coming in 2011.
Friday, Feb. 25th Readings begin at 8pm

Join us for a Nice • Clean • Safe • FUN! 
Atmosphere - Become a POST 10 Supporter

Come play new Club Keno in our nice, clean clubroom

Karaoke every Fri. & Sat. Nights 9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299
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MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters 

Always 

Welcome!
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

The city can now take a
collective sigh of relief.
At a special meeting

Wednesday evening, the City
Council did the right thing
and voted to apply for an
emergency state loan worth
$2.5 million. The council
has been struggling with this
issue for the past few
weeks.
We’re not sure what made

Councilmembers Cathie Gor-
don, Tom Jankowski and
Kazi Miah change their
minds and accept the loan,
but we are awfully glad they
came to their senses.
It should be noted that ab-

sent from this important
meeting were Councilmem-
bers Shahab Ahmed and
Mohammed Hassan. Ahmed
has been in favor of the loan
while Hassan has been

against it.
Without the loan the city

would have become broke by
mid-March or so, and unable
to pay city employees or con-
tractors. That would have
likely triggered the state to
step in and appoint an emer-
gency financial manager.
Hamtramck can’t afford to

go down that road again,
which it did in 2000. The
state would not likely look at
Hamtramck kindly a second
time around, and there’s a
good chance that this city
would have been merged
with Detroit.
The councilmembers hold-

ing out on the loan were
playing with fire.
But enough with that, it’s

time to move on. This state
loan – if it’s still available –
will give the city time to ne-

gotiate with the city em-
ployee unions and get them
to agree to a less expensive
health insurance provider.
Those negotiations aren’t

going to be easy because so
far the unions have refused
to budge. Fortunately, state
legislators will likely make
that a great deal easier with
a change in a state law that
will allow the city to throw
out the contracts and get
what it wants anyway.
Our city employees would

be wise to negotiate a deal
on their own terms now
rather than continue to play
hardball. But, that’s their
business.
The city will get what it

wants with or without the
help of the unions.

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

Finally, common sense breaks
out in a council meeting

The Hamtramck Review Published every Friday
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  

Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101
www.hamtramckreview.com  • email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj • Editor: Charles Sercombe • Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta
This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

By Ian Perrotta
In wrestling, a little bit of

determination can go a long
way. Just ask Ahmed Fadhel. 
Last weekend Fadhel com-

peted at the Division 2 Dis-
trict Championships. Placing
third, he earned the right to
move on to this weekend’s re-
gional competition in Holly,
MI, where just two wins will
catapult him to the state fi-
nals. Fadhel is the first
wrestler from Hamtramck to
qualify for a regional match.
But his feats don’t stop

there. This year he recorded
his 76th career win, and as a
result he is the most-winning
wrester in school history. Al-
most as impressive as
that distinction is the jour-
ney it took him to get
there.
When he began

wrestling in his freshman
year, Head Coach Adam
Mused says that Fadhel
was a "you-can't-tell-me-
anything" type of kid who
was unable to wrestle an
entire season because of
a dismal .5 grade aver-
age. However, now in his

fourth and final year of the
program, Mused says Fadhel
has turned around com-
pletely.
“He is the ‘feel good story’

that has inspired me to do

more as a coach,” says
Mused. “He has made a com-
plete change, and I believe
wrestling really saved him.
His story can help future
wrestlers in the city of Ham-
tramck.”
Indeed, Fadhel’s academic

accomplishments are as im-
pressive – if not more – than
his on-the-mat undertakings.
He currently boasts a 3.7
GPA and, after scoring an
above-average 23 on his ACT
test, was accepted by the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn.
He will wrestle for the
school’s team and is slated
to receive a partial academic
scholarship – with the possi-

bility of a full ride in the fu-
ture.
“For Hamtramck, it is a

huge step to have quality
wrestlers come out of the
program and it shows that
our progress is on track,”
said Mused. “I have
coached Ahmed all four
years and have seen him
grow with each year into a
better student in the
classroom and a better
wrestler on the mat.”

Wrestling captain’s accomplishments
make Hamtramck High history

The stats on Fadhel
Name: ................Ahmed Fadhel 
Weight class: ................112 lbs
Career record ................76-30
Fr. ....................................8-10
So. ................................15-13
Jr.   ................................ 21-5
Sr.   ................................32-2
Highlights: 
Two-year Team Captain
08-09' Metro Conf. Champion

By Charles Sercombe
State legislators are look-

ing at a proposal that will
allow the state to take over
a financially distressed city
or school district sooner and
allow for more wide-sweep-
ing changes to take place.
Hamtramck experienced a

state takeover in 2000 when
the city failed to produce a
balanced budget for two
years in a row. The state law
that spells out what a state-
appointed Emergency Finan-
cial Manager (EFM) can do is
about to become expanded.
The new proposal will allow

the EFM to recommend filing
for bankruptcy, tearing up
union contracts, merging
services with another munic-
ipality and in an extreme
case, merge a city with an-
other.
The same applies for

school districts.
The proposal would also

ban officials holding elected
office at the time of a
takeover from running for of-
fice for 10 years.
Hamtramck is once again

coming perilously close to
being taken over by the state
because of a looming $3.5
million budget deficit and

payless paydays by mid-
March.
City Manager Bill Cooper

has already asked state offi-
cials permission to file for
bankruptcy, but that request
was turned down.
The state has counter-of-

fered lending the city money
to see it through this financial
crisis. But that offer was
made when former Gov.
Granholm was still in office.
Gov. Rick Snyder’s adminis-
tration is currently reviewing
Hamtramck’s financial picture
and is still offering a loan.
In late-breaking news, after

weeks of debate, a majority
of City Councilmembers
agreed to apply for a state
loan at a special meeting
held Wednesday evening.
(For more about the meet-
ing, go to the front page.)
Prior to Wednesday’s

meeting, Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski had lashed out at
councilmembers for not tak-
ing the loan and in effect
doing nothing to steer away
from insolvency.
“We should all be con-

cerned that, should Ham-
tramck fall into full
receivership, an emergency
financial manager would

have the authority to disin-
corporate or dissolve the
municipal government,” Ma-
jewski said.
Majewski said that while

she is concerned about a
state takeover, she wel-
comes changes to what’s
commonly referred to as Act
72. The proposed changes
would allow the state to step
in before a city collapses fi-
nancially.
In other words, a projected

deficit could prompt state in-
tervention.
Not everyone in state gov-

ernment is on board with the
new proposal. State Rep.
John Olumba, who represents
Hamtramck, Highland Park
and parts of Detroit, says the
changes being proposed by
Republican legislators and
backed by the governor will ul-
timately take away the rights
of residents to have their own
government.
"This bill is an attempt …

to abrogate citizens’ basic
American democratic right to
participate in this republic
through the sacred institu-
tions of voting and engaging
in public service,” said
Olumba, a Democrat, in a re-
cent press release.

Lawmakers mull proposal to allow
early intervention in troubled cities

Coming Events
FEBRUARY 23, Wednesday, noon – The Daughters of Isabella Mystical Rose Circle 736

is holding a card party social at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Activity Center, featuring lunch,
raffles, door and table prizes, share the wealth, with fenced-in parking, entrance on Harold
St. Admission is $7.
MARCH 12, 13, 10 a.m. – Transfiguration Parish, 5830 Simon-K, Detroit, is holding a

Giant Closet Sale, featuring many used items. We will accept gently used items before the
sale, call 313-892-1310 for delivery times. Food service will also be available. Saturday
will be soup & sandwich, and Sunday will feature mostaccioli diner for $6.
MARCH 20, Sunday, 11:30 a.m. – Transfiguration Parish, 5830 Simon-K, Detroit, is hold-

ing a card & bunco party, featuring a hot meal, refreshments, door prizes and table prizes.
Admission is $9. For tickets, call Terry at 586-558-0173 or the Rectory at 313-892-1310. 
APRIL 3, Sunday, 2 p.m. – The Holy Cross Parish Mission Committee will host a bowling

fundraiser to support the Hamtramck Friendship House. The event will be at Universal
Lanes, 2101 E. 12 Mile Rd. in Warren. For more information and tickets, call (586) 558-
7321 or stop by Srodek’s Campau Quality Sausage at 9601 Jos. Campau. Ask for Maggie
Srodek.

DZIEWIT
Bernice A. Dziewit, 86, died February 12, 2011.
Mrs. Dziewit was a Hamtramck resident.
She is survived by her daughters, Kathleen (Christopher)

Bocek and Diane Dzielinski; son, Raymond (Marti) May; sister,
Helen Laczynski; brother, Henry (June) Szpyza; grandchildren,
Raymond, John, Ryan, Marlayna and Matthew.
Funeral arrangements were made by Krot Funeral Home,

and funeral services were held February 15 at St. Florian
Church. Burial was at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.



(Editor-at-Large Walter
Wasacz writes a weekly col-
umn on life in Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
Earlier this week at The Re-

view office we were talking
about what's going on
around town the next few
weeks. Sure, a lot is going on
in the political and economic
front, with anticipation build-
ing on how the governor's
budget will impact the city
and all of us in it. The cuts
will affect plenty across the
state, not just Hamtramck.  
As ever we soldier on in

search of cultural refresh-
ment and positive buzz that
enriches our community life.
Hamtramck has plenty of it,
of course. It makes us what
we are: a social organism
made up of over 20,000 res-
idents and probably more
fans from outside the city's
borders. All roads lead here,
we like to say.  
But the next few weeks are

slim pickings. Call it the calm
before the storm. In the
weeks ahead in early March,
14 city bars and lounges will
host the Hamtramck
Blowout, one of the country's

largest and longest running
street level indie rock festi-
vals. 
A few days later is Paczki

Day, our version of Fat Tues-
day, the day that Catholics
traditionally stuff themselves
with food and drink, having
too much fun if they're lucky,
before undertaking a fast of
their choice for Lent. The
Lenten season lasts until
April 24, Easter Sunday, an-
other festive time in Ham-
tramck. The Polish stores in
the city are usually packed
with shoppers the week be-
fore, creating a holiday glow
that compares to -- and some
say exceeds -- Christmas.
Squeezed in between are

special events, like a closing
party for Public Pool's great
winter show, Automobiles:
Shaping our landscapes, de-
signing our lives, which
opened with a bang last
month with a toy car crash
spectacle that took place in
a frigid Bozek's parking lot. 
On Feb. 26, the artist

known as Toybreaker (better
known to her friends and
family as artist-designer
Bethany Shorb) performs
along with various writers

doing personal readings
based on accidents. 
Should be a smashing

night of gritty art fun.
In late March, an installa-

tion and solo exhibition by
Marcelynn Bennett-Carpenter
opens at the 2739 Edwin
gallery. We'll have a bit more
to say about these events as
the dates draw closer.
So consider the rest of Feb-

ruary as a time to rest up
and re-charge for some end-
of-winter and early spring ac-
tion. Enjoy the weather. It
looks like some warming
trends are breaking. Get out-
side and take a walk. We'll
look for you down on the
street.           
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Street Life
City’s cultural life about
to explode wide open

Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 
properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Aries (March 20-April 19):
"We hardly ever make love,"
said Woody Allen in Manhatten,
"only twice a week." Later his
movie wife complains, "He al-
ways wants to make love-like
twice a week!" Appropriate ap-
portioning of resources is this
week's topic of discussion Aries,
but don't let it turn into a Holly-
wood comedy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
"A man," Pam Houston ob-
serves, "desires the satisfaction
of desire; a woman desires the
condition of desiring."  This sim-
ple difference keeps Oprah, Dr.
Phil, and divorce lawyers in busi-
ness. In love matters we want a
different fantasy fulfilled than a
partner does Taurus. That's why
it's best to have two tv's.

Gemini (May 21-June 20):
In his new bio, Andre Agassi
complains that ex-wife Brooke
Shields was more interested in

her own career than in his. The
irony of the complaint seems
lost on him. Don't pull an Agassi
this week Gem, and we'll prove
we know there's more to winning
the game of life than being able
to hit a ball.

Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Noticing that his cabin had no
curtains or doormat, a neighbor
of Thoreau's offered to provide
them. He declined, saying no
one peeked in his house but sun
and moon, and he'd no time to
shake a mat. Keeping things
simple should be our aim this
week Cancer. Inform the neigh-
bors. 

Leo (July 22-Aug 23):
"What does not benefit the
hive," wrote Marcus Aurelius, "is
of no benefit to the bee." Seeing
another's needs in a new light
will reduce confusion on the
home front Leo, and may even
get us out of a sticky situation.

Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 22): 
"It's a strange world of lan-
guage," said Franklin Jones, "in
which skating on thin ice can get
you into hot water." Taking a vow
of silence would be a good idea
this week Virgo, except that text
messaging is the thing that
seems to get people in the most
trouble these days.

Libra (Sept 22-Oct 23): 
"Exploitation," say the Ferengi,
Star-Trek's race of über-capital-
ist aliens, "begins at home."
That'll change as soon as Green-
peace gets there. We're the sign
of fair play Libra; remember that
when the week brings a chance
to prove it.   

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 22):
"Children are unpredictable,"
notes Franklin Jones. "You never
know what inconsistency they're
going to catch you in next." In
seeking new directions Scorpio,
make sure we've no hidden
agendas. If we do, the kids are
sure to notice. We hate it when
the toddler makes us fess up.

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21):
"Not heaven itself upon the past
has power," penned Dryden. If
heaven can't change the past,
why are we trying to Sadge? Pay-
ing more attention to the present
helps create a past that requires
no tweaking. Arriving where
we're going, rather than where
we've been, is less disorienting
anyway. 

Capricorn (Dec 21-Jan 19):
"You are never given a wish,"
wrote Richard Bach, "without
also being given the power to
make it true." If this sounds like
typical New Age nonsense
Cappy, take comfort in knowing
Bach adds, "We may have to
work for it however." Now that
we know the catch we can stop
worrying that the New Agers
know something we don't--at
least this week, anyway.

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 20):
If Shakespeare had used Twit-
ter, Romeo & Juliet might have
consisted of one sentence: Two
teenagers fall in love, and then
they die. This certainly avoids all
the messy complexities of the
actual play. Avoiding messy com-
plexities is our desire too, Aquar-
ius. Unfortunately our life isn't a
Twitter tweet either, so good
luck with that.

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20):
The map is not the territory, Al
Karzybski famously told us. New
directions in realms of love or
profession would be easier to
launch if we weren't still con-
fused about the old directions
Pisces. Did Davy Crockett have
these problems?

Astrologer Trish Marie first real-
ized the sky is talking in 1996. It
hasn't shut up since. She is based
in SE Michigan and can be
reached at Trishmare7@aol.com.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

VILLA REALTY                  & ASSOCIATES

Specializing in bank owned 
properties, short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-851-1234 • Fax: 248-851-8551

HUD �0;=4140/

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

5028 Eldridge - Detroit - 4 BR, Full Base-
ment, Side Drive & 2 Car Garage $49,900 -
New Price!

3451 Norwalk, Hamtramck- 2 family, 4BR,
fully remodeled, finished basement, block
garage $85,000 - New Price!

2250 Wyandotte-Hamtramck - 2 family,
4BR, full finished basement, 2 car garage
w/driveway $49,900 - New Price!

2650 Whalen - Hamtramck - Fully remod-
eled 2-family, 4BR, Basement $49,900

2932 Hanley, Hamtramck - 4 Bedrooms, Liv-
ing Room, Dining Room $32,000

2348 Norwalk - Full Brick 3 BR, LR, DR, 
Finished Basement, 2 car garage, $79,900.

11429 McDougall-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, living room, dining room, garage, all
furniture & appliances. $24,900 PRICE RE-
DUCED

12026 Charest - Hamtramck - Completely
remodeled, 3 BR, 2 baths, basement
$59,900 - “PRICE REDUCED!”

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield Twp. - Town-
house Condo Near 23 mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st
floor laundry, All Appliances $79,900

5111 Sobieski, Detroit - Fully Remodeled
Single Family Home; 3 BR, finished base-
ment, garage. Land Contract Available
$24,900

2342 Norwalk - 2 BR, LR DR, Fresh Paint
& New Carpeting, Full basement $52,000.

9531 Charest, Hamtramck  - 4 BR, LR, DR,
Full Bsmt, 2 car garage $49,900 SHORT
SALE

3105 Holbrook, Hamtramck - 2-Story,
7,500 sq. ft., Full Brick Commercial Building
w/parking lot. $175,000

2764 Florian - Tri-Level Hamtramck Bar w/
3rd floor party deck and ground floor out-
door patio. All equipment & inventory in-
cluded! Ample city parking across the street.
$295,900

11362 McDougall, Hamtramck -2 family, 4
BR, full basement, garage, all appliances
$45,000. 

$8,000
First-Time

Buyer Tax Credit
$6,500 
For Any

Homebuyer
Dan Rojek, Realtor® 586-997-9900

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com
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Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
Leanne@mirealsource.com

�������������������
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
">6=4�"466498��966,;�%;9/>.0;�B��>66�(470�&0,6=9;

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

2413 Florian
Just Reduced $15,000

Large two family with living room, dining
room and basement. Newly remodeled.

New Price $64,899

Looking to do a Short
Sale on your home?

I have a Short Sale Specialist on staff!

For Sale:
2298 Jacob, Hamtramck
2 Family house, oak throughout.

GREAT PRICE! $32,000

Do you constantly find yourself wanting
what others have? Do you struggle with
envy or jealousy? Wanting what we do not
possess is as old as the Garden of Eden. Of
all the fruit in the garden Eve could choose,
she desired the only forbidden fruit. Unfor-
tunately things have not changed much
since that time. As sons and daughters of
Adam and Eve we are constantly longing for
what is not ours. We use the expression,
“The grass is always greener on the other
side.” 

We also like to use the expression “green
with envy” (supposedly coined by William
Shakespeare in his play Othello) to describe
a person who wants desperately what an-
other possesses, so much so that they are
sick, or “green” over it. Envy and jealousy
are, for the most part, synonyms, however
there is a difference. According to Webster
envy is “the painful or resentful awareness
of an advantage enjoyed by another joined
with a desire to possess the same advan-
tage.” Jealousy takes envy a step farther by
adding a degree of hostility toward the one
who possesses what you want. Jealousy not
only says, “I want what they have.” In its
darkest form jealously screams, “I don’t
want them to have what I don’t have.”

The depth to which jealousy will sink is
illustrated in a story found in 1 Kings 3.
Solomon, the wisest king who ever lived,
was approached by two ladies who were

fighting over the same baby. One of the
ladies had accidentally rolled over on her
infant in the middle of the night causing the
child to suffocate. Realizing what had hap-
pened she secretly switched her child for
the baby belonging to a friend who was
staying with her. When the mother of the liv-
ing child awoke she immediately realized
what had happened and asked for her child
back. The other woman refused. The dispute
was so severe that the matter was taken be-
fore King Solomon. Solomon’s solution was
to have the baby cut in half so that each
mother could have a share. While the false
mother was satisfied with the Kings re-
sponse, the true mother was not. To save
the life of the child she quickly agreed to re-
linquish possession of her baby to the other
woman. Recognizing the love of the true
mother Solomon granted her the child.

Envy and jealousy are destructive en-
emies which must be guarded against. The
aforementioned King Solomon penned the
following, “Wrath is a fierce and anger is a
flood, but who can stand against jealousy.”
One can easily see why a prohibition
against jealousy is included in Paul’s de-
scription of love—“Love is patient, love is
kind, and is not jealous…” (1 Corinthians
13:4).  

Jay Searcy, Pastor
Grace Baptist Church
gbchamtramck.org 

Are you searching for answers?

Up to

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Cpt. C. Beale Lampkin II
U.S. ARMY RET, Instructor

Certified Instructor from the NRA
• CPL & Personal Protection Course
• Home Firearm Safety
• Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun
• Eddie Eagle Program

Tel. & Fax 313-758-0348

Come Visit at the BazaarBooth #431Russell Bazaar7500 Chrysler, Detroit
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Candy & Variety Store ~ Something for Everyone

Penny Candy • Chips • Nuts • $1 Nachos
Quality Jewelry under $4

D-Mack-1 Productions
Custom Made T-Shirts • Logos • Business Cards • Flyers 

• Banners • Your Drawings Can Be Used Also!

(313) 467-5907 
ALL AT ONE
LOCATION! 10233 Jos. Campau Bet. Trowbridge & Belmont

MEN’S HAIRCUTS
313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

������������������	�
��
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Trish Astrology
By Ian Perrotta
Review Staffwriter
Three Fridays ago Ham-

tramck High’s soccer team
played its final match of the
season in the Michigan High
School Athletic Association
District Finals against the Fer-
ndale Eagles. 
But after a remarkable Dis-

trict Tournament run that saw
the team outscore their oppo-
nents 14-1, the Cosmos were
narrowly defeated 1-0 by a
golden goal in overtime.

The loss was perhaps the
low point of an otherwise ter-
rific season. The varsity team
finished with an impressive 8-
6-1 record, scoring 53 goals
to their opponents’ 26 -- not
bad for a group of kids barely
old enough to drive.  Top goal
scorer Awad Almaisari con-
tributed 23 goals and racked
up a hat trick in two games.
While the Cosmos played

terrifically this season, next
year promises to be even

Cosmos soccer team outscore 
opponents in exciting season

Continued on page 10

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2327 Botsford - $34,900 
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $85,000 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $9,900 NEW PRICE!
*12134 Charest - $19,900 NEW!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 
9632 Dequindre - $23,000NEW!
3971 Edwin - $24,999 
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $29,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
12081 St. Aubin - $24,900

Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 
Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel - $139,900 
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $179,900 Lake view!  

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2
BR condo, w/appliances & furni-
ture. $15,000 Cash Only - PRICE
REDUCED!

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck -
Attention Investors! 2 well-main-
tained single-family homes on
one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $24,900 - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bed-
room Income Bungalow, Living
Room, Dining Room, Full Base-
ment $32,900 

49254 Shady Glen, Chester-
field Twp. - “Bank Owned” De-
tached Condo 3 Bedrooms, 1½
baths, 2 car garage, $99,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2
BR, Basement, Needs Work
$18,000 PRICE REDUCED!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck -
Completely renovated with cus-
tom designer touches through-
out. 3 BR, built-in appliances,
basement, garage. Must see to
appreciate. $56,000 - PRICE
REDUCED!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6
bedroom, 2-family home in
need of repair. Full basement,
garage, $24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3
Bedroom, 1-½ Bath, Full Brick
Ranch. Finished Basement, 2
Car Attached Garage $79,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel
$139,900 

SOLD
!

SALE 
PEND

ING!

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

unrelated Detroit homicide.
Detroit police have inter-

viewed Jarvis about the homi-
cide. No charges have been
filed in that alleged incident.
Ward had an undisclosed

disability, which is why she
was allowed to live in the fed-
erally-subsidized senior apart-
ment building.
Her mother became con-

cerned about over her where-
abouts when Ward failed to
answer the phone over the
weekend. The family went to
the apartment building on
Monday, and asked for a
staffmember to open the
apartment door.
Upon entering, the

staffmember saw Ward’s body
on the floor and blood on the
walls.
Crachiola said that even

though the beating occurred
around 6 p.m., no one re-
ported hearing anything, other
than a stereo.
Ward had picked up Jarvis

earlier in the day from a
halfway house where he was
staying. He is on parole for
felonious assault, drug dealing
and the illegal use of a gun.
Jarvis had been in prison for

several years. 
Ward’s mother told police

who her daughter was dating.
Investigators then went to

Jarvis’ family to find out which
drug house he could be found
in. Police staked out a neigh-
borhood just east of Ham-
tramck’s border with Detroit
and found him driving Ward’s
car.
Jarvis is facing several

felony charges besides first
degree murder and, if found
guilty, will spend the rest of his
life in prison. A $2 million
cash bond was set. Jarvis’
preliminary examination is
Feb. 24.
This is Hamtramck’s first

murder of the year, and the first
murder ever in the history of
the Senior apartment building. 
Hamtramck Housing Execu-

tive Director Kevin Kondrat
said the building’s security
cameras captured Ward and
Jarvis entering the building,
and then Jarvis coming back
and forth, as well as him tak-
ing Ward’s car.
Joan Barrios, who lives in

the apartment building, said
she knew Ward, and described
her as pretty but also as hav-
ing trouble with men. She said
she also ran into Jarvis sev-
eral times.
“He could be nice and he

could be rude,” Barrios said.
“You never know what goes

on behind closed doors,” Bar-
rios added.

Murder suspect has record of
drugs and violent behavior
Continued from front page

Gardener’s Corner …
By Kathleen Wojcinski
You know you have cabin

fever:
If, your nose print is perma-

nently etched on the window.
If, your carpet has a path

worn down from the window
to the couch.
If, your couch has a perma-

nent fanny groove.
If, your remote channel but-

ton is worn off.
If, you’re beginning to think

George Lopez is handsome.
If, your huge selection of

flavored tea is down to “Red
Rose” black tea.
If, you find yourself dancing

to the Beach Boys while
wearing a Hawaiian shirt.
If, you get an overwhelming

desire to run out for ciga-

rettes, then realize you don’t
smoke.
If, you get an overwhelming

urge to attend a City Council
meeting.
Well, have no fear, spring is

near. Really. Watch the wil-
lows. They let you know first
by turning bright yellow, and
then getting greener each
day. Cheer up!
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Hamtramck, Poland St., safe
area, 2 Br., new paint, new
carpet, appliances included,
313-529-0917. 2/25

Two, 1 Br. apartments, and
one 3 Br. apartment, on
Bloom St. near White Ele-
mentary School, newly deco-
rated, call Nelson at
313-310-3540. 2/25

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
stove-fridge + water in-
cluded, 586-536-0440, ask
for Jimmy. 2/25

Clean, upper flat, 11435
Fleming, includes stove-
fridge, washer-dryer, also in-
cludes head and water,
$550/month + $550 secu-
rity, 313-682-2928. 3/10

Lower 2 Br., stove-fridge,
water included, large back-
yard, safe neighborhood,
$550/month + deposit, 313-
301-0594. 3/4

Upper 2 Br., stove-fridge,
water included, new carpet,
large backyard, $500/month
+ deposit, 313-301-0594. 3/4

Hamtramck, 3850 Casmere,
2 Br. + 1 Br. upper, $420/
month + security deposit,
separate utilities, washer-
dryer, 586-873-8510. 2/18

Upper 2 Br., Belmont by Co-
nant, stove-fridge, great lo-
cation, 586-604-0553. 2/25

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, imme-
diate occupancy, 248-229-
4295, 248-229-4297. 2/25

22065 Hayes, East Pointe,
1 Br., large living room, din-
ing room, ceramic tiled bath-
room + kitchen, back patio,
newly painted, clean, nice
neighborhood, $500 /
month, includes water and
heat, 586-806-4888. 2/18

2 Br. upper, kitchen, living
room, clean, fridge and
stove, pets welcome, 313-
378-6229. 2/18

2 Br. upper on Caniff,
$450/month, includes
water and basic cable, no
pets, 586-531-9722, 313-
418-8791. 2/18

Single room, kitchen priv-
eleges, quiet neighborhood,
313-220-8961. 2/18

Furnished single room for
rent, 313-368-2164, 11380
Mitchell, Hamtramck. 3/4

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 2/25

3901 Caniff, 4 Br., 2 bath-
rooms, single-family dwelling,
includes new gas stove +
oven, microwave, dishwasher,
garbage disposal, fridge,
washer-dryer, large fenced
yard, 2-1/2 car garage with
electronic opener, all for only
$700/month, renters insur-
ance required, call Len at
248-421-4332 for additional
info. 5/4

3 Br., new paint, no pets, se-
curity deposit, 313-739-
5721. 2/25

3 + 5 single-family house
with option to buy, no pets,
313-369-1654. 2/25

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise
or reject any classified advertise-
ment.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

ROOM 

FOR RENT

WANTED

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

Hamtramck
Rentals
1 BR lower -  

Everything Included!
$530/mo

Call Julie at 
(313) 570-4242

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 
bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

Deadline for 
classifieds

for next week
is Thursday at Noon

$15 for one week
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100

SIDING

Cleaning lady wanted, Polish
speaking preferred.  Call 586
943-4721.

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

Call 
(313) 874-2100
to place your ad!

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds

11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

Experienced panel wiring
professionals needed, full-
time, $12-$14/hour, call
734-397-4932, or apply
within to: Work Force Net-
work Inc., 5751 S. Sheldon
Rd., Canton, MI, 48188. 2/18

Support Your Local  Businesses  - 
Get Out  on the Hamtown!

Get Yourself 

NOTICED!

874-2100

Garage to rent for storage,
586-746-8093. 2/18

Your Ad
Here!
(313) 

874-2100



Atlas Bar: One of the last neigh-
borhood bars, come shoot pool.
$1 domestic beer specials until 7
p.m. and $1 Black Label & Schlitz
until 8 p.m., 2363 Yemans.
Belmont Bar: Sundays – Sun-

day Bloody (Mary) Sunday and
movie night w/ TaitNucleus, $3
mix your own Bloody Mary. No
Cover. Mondays – Mademoiselle
Monday featuring martini & mani-
cure specials all night, w/ DJ Mike
Alonso. No Cover. Tuesdays – Punk
Fitness followed by DJ Spinny; $1
PBR all night; No Cover to drink;
Wednesdays -- Rock and Roll
Karaoke with The Millionaire. Over
80,000 songs to choose from! No
cover; 10215 Jos. Campau (313)
871-1966 Free WIFI.
Capo Lounge: No Cover Charge.

Tuesdays – Karaoke, Thursdays
are Thirsty Thursdays Ladies Night
live DJ; Dress to Impress. Fridays
and Saturdays – Live DJs. Sunday
is SEXY SUNDAY live DJ 11625
Jos. Campau (313) 365-CAPO
(2276).
Carbon Lounge: 11474 Joseph

Campau.

Celina’s Sports Bar: Lots of
TV’s, sports and hot women,
11667 Jos. Campau; (313) 365-
4194.
Head Coach: A Hamtramck tra-

dition; 12001 Conant; (313) 366-
6317.
Hippo’s: Friendly service and

plenty of smiles; Beer $2.25,
Jagar Bombs $3.00, Jello Shots
always; Open Wednesday - Satur-
day 3 p.m. till close; 11641 Co-
nant; (313) 893-5633.
Jeans: As they say, characters

are always welcomed, 12002 Jos.
Campau; (313) 892-9689.
Ice Nightclub: Michigan's

largest gay bar and the only bar
with a 4 a.m. dance permit. Open
Friday & Saturday, 10 p.m. 18+
welcome. Cover $5 & $10. DJ Lt.
Dre Fridays. DJ Chico Saturdays,
$2 well drinks and domestic beer
until 11 p.m. 11425 Jos. Cam-
pau, (313) 365-1446   www.icede-
troit.net
Motor City Sports Bar: Great

burgers and beer – $1 domestic
beers every Tuesday, draft beer $1
every day, $2 well mixed drinks
every day, best char-grilled burg-
ers, hands-down -- put us to the
test, karaoke every Thursday,
9122 Jos. Campau (313) 875-
4710.
Painted Lady: Mondays – $1

beer night w/ Todd.  Tuesdays – B-
movie Night. Wednesdays – Opium
Den; Thursdays – Honky
Tonk/Ladies Night, $2 wells; 2930
Jacob; (313) 874-2991
Paycheck’s Lounge, 2932 Can-

iff, (313) 874-0909 – Live music
every weekend, cheap drinks,
open all day.
Small’s: Sundays - Nurse your

weekend hangover with Dave and
Melody, $1 off everything. Acoustic
performances on select nights.
Mondays - Karaoke with Squid and
Jared! Tuesday - Trivia Night! Game
starts at 9 p.m. with tons of great
prizes and cheap drinks; 10339
Conant, (313) 873-1117. Free
WIFI.

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!
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Florian S
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Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799 12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm

,2�%332>�FREE �><=�%33�.;1�&608�A=�(2>B602�

Chrysler Fw
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Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

Models in photos are for illustrative purposes only.

For more information  
please contact:

Is the burden of depression weighing 
you down…despite medication? 
Major Depressive Disorder (MDD) can have a terrible 
bearing on a person’s life. Medications prescribed to help 
with MDD may be effective in treating symptoms for some 
people, but not all—which is why we are conducting a 
research study to evaluate an add-on investigational drug 
for people with MDD. We are looking for men and women, 
aged between 18–65 years old, who have been:

• diagnosed with MDD 

•  taking antidepressant medication for at least eight 
weeks and are still experiencing symptoms. 

Quali�ed participants will receive an approved 
antidepressant medication plus study medication or  
placebo (inactive substance.) 

Rochester Center for Behavioral Medicine

Joel L Young, MD

441 South Livernois, Ste. 205
Rochester Hills, MI 48307

If interested, please contact
Karolina Redziniak, MA, tLLP at

(248) 608-8800 Ext. 249

9833 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 875-1334
Place Your Order Early!

Special Hours:
Sunday, March 6th • 8am-9pm
Monday, March 7th • 5am-7pm
Tuesday • 3am-Until they’re gone!

Special Hours:
Sunday, March 6th • 8am-9pm
Monday, March 7th • 5am-7pm
Tuesday • 3am-Until they’re gone!

Paczki Day
Tuesday • March 8th

Framed
From our photo files
Winter’s icy grip on the city is slowly loosening. Along
the side streets, snow and ice are melting as the sun
beats down. Soon, mounds of litter will be exposed and
spring cleaning will be right behind.
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~ OPEN ALL NIGHT ~
5 a.m. • Monday, March 7th

thru Tuesday, March 8th • 7 p.m.

Phone Orders Welcome! (313)872-1988

BAKERY

10335 Jos. Campau near Caniff

14 Flavors! Mix & Match 
Any Flavor! No Limit!

Serving the metro area since 1925 
with tradition and taste.

Shipping

Availabl
e!

Bar hopping


