
• Tightness in your chest
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• Smoking
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February is Black His-
tory Month, and in Ham-
tramck our public library
has a number of pro-
grams celebrating it.
Check out the regular

Library Happenings col-
umn in this issue, There
are programs for young-
sters, teens, adults and
a special gospel concert
later in the month.
Stop by. You’ll be

amazed at what fun you
can have while learning.
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Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages
The Review's official Yellow Pages for Hamtramck is about to hit the streets. It includes the phone numbers of residents and businesses. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your message delivered to every household and business in Hamtramck and 
now including the nearby areas of Detroit totaling approx. 45,000.

Call 313-874-2100 for more details
Great advertising rates and a great

way to promote your business!

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages

Call 313-874-2100

Continued on page 2

Who said this, and
what is it about? You
can find the quote
and the story it be-
longs to somewhere
in the pages of this
issue.

“We’re just the same
people doing the
same things that
we’ve been doing.
But now you can get
the same great taste
at a number of dif-
ferent locations.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

Blue Goose Inn
Valentine’s Day

Show

Rod Stewart 
Tribute Show 

starring
Danny D and the

Vagabonds

28911 Jefferson Ave.
St. Clair Shores

Friday • Feb. 11th
9:30 – 1:30am

For more info call: 

586-294-0690

www.dannydlive.com

Blue Goose Inn
Valentine’s Day

Show

Rod Stewart 
Tribute Show 

starring
Danny D and the

Vagabonds

28911 Jefferson Ave.
St. Clair Shores

Friday • Feb. 11th
9:30 – 1:30am

For more info call: 

586-294-0690

Dry Cleaning Order or
Drop Off (Wash, Dry & Fold) Order

Offer ends Feb. 28. With this coupon.

9139 Jos. Campau 
(at Holbrook) Open 7 Days - 7am – 11pm

313-870-1927
www.hamtramckcoinlaundry.com

City hopes
state settles
Detroit dispute
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck officials took their

dispute with Detroit to Lansing
on Thursday.
Unfortunately, they didn’t get

back in town before we went to
press that afternoon.
City Manager Bill cooper said

Hamtramck and Detroit officials
were asked to meet with state
Treasurer Andy Dillon to see if a
settlement could be reached on
the dispute over how much tax
revenue Hamtramck is due – if
any -- from the GM Poletown
plant.
Detroit is saying that it has

overpaid Hamtramck $7 million
in recent years and has been
holding up yearly payments for
two years now.
Hamtramck denies it was over-

paid and says that regardless of
the disagreement, Detroit has
been unfairly holding up yearly
payments, amounting to $2 mil-
lion a year.
Cooper said without the yearly

payments, the city is heading
into a $3.5 million budget deficit
and payless paydays by March.

Traffic tickets
cause backlog
for court
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck drivers, you can

ease up … a little.
A backlog of traffic tickets has

led to putting the brakes on the
Police Department’s overtime
traffic patrol program.
City Councilmember Tom

Jankowski called for a suspen-
sion of the program until the
Hamtramck 31st District Court
can catch up with the tickets that
are pending.
According to the court, tickets

issued now won’t be heard until
May or June.
City Manager Bill Cooper said

he hasn’t totally pulled over the
patrol program. He said instead
of allowing officers to work up to
20 hours overtime per pay pe-
riod, officers can now work no
more than eight hours per pay
period on the program.
The traffic ticket program was

resurrected in recent months in
order to avoid layoffs in the Po-
lice Department. The union rep-
resenting the officers promised
to deliver at least $60,000 a
month in traffic revenue in ex-

By Charles Sercombe
There’s a word that wiseacres

have coined for the overblown TV
weather hype of snowstorms:
“Snowpacolypse.”
It makes fun of the over-the-top

hysteria of weathercasters who
might as well totally wig out and
scream, “My God people, take
cover!”
The “Snowpacolypse” alert

level was ramped up with a very
funny graphic created by local
rocker, Rick Mills, who is no
stranger to Hamtramck’s bar
scene. We printed it here just for
laughs. (Hey, Rick, when are the
T-shirts coming out?)
For those of us not in the TV

weathercasting business, Tues-
day’s storm was more like,
sheesh, it’s February. It’s winter.
It snows.
Despite the heavy dose of

weathermen meltdowns, this
time their hyperventilation was,
eh, sort of warranted. Sort of.
The brunt of the storm, which

was categorized as a blizzard be-
cause of the high winds, skipped
the Detroit area. But we did get
a decent dumping of about five
inches, maybe
more depend-
ing where you
live.
Other areas

of the nation
were hit much
harder.
The expected

storm forced
local schools to
close and the
metro area in
general to shut
down.
In Ham-

tramck, the
storm brought
back a tradition
thought to be ex-
tinct: residents putting out
chairs to reserve parking
spaces. On Wednesday, there
were a lot of people digging out
their cars. No wonder they didn’t
want some interloper to come
along and steal their parking
spot.
“The problem with Ham-

tramck,” said a public school
employee plowing the streets
near the high school, “is that
there is nowhere to put the

snow.”
There was one thing this so-

called monster of
storms lacked:
A name. Oh
yeah, it was
called “Blizzard
of 2011” by the
Channel 7 peo-
ple, but that
was lame.
We think our

very own Wally
Tripp of the
Hamtramck Po-
lice Department
came up with a
winner.
“Ground Hog

Day Blizzard.”
Since the

storm hit full force
on Feb. 2 – which was

Ground Hog Day – that made
perfect sense.
Plus, it’s funny.
As for that pesky rodent,

“Punxsutawney Phil,” he didn’t
see his shadow, which means
spring-like weather is coming
early, or so the legend goes.
For those of you keeping track

of these things, spring officially
starts on March 20, a mere
seven weeks away.

Winter comes in with a mighty
blast and a lot of TV hysteria

Yeah, the TV hype over this week’s snowstorm was over the top, but we did get a significant dumping.
Here are a few scenes of Hamtramck coping with the five or so inches of snow that fell. That “Snow-
pocalypse” graphic? Read on.



This week at the library...
Change in the Library Card Fees - Effective February 1, Li-

brary card fees will change: Hamtramck residents, no charge;
non-residents - $30/year or $3/month. All Patrons must
present their library cards to access Library Services (such
as the Internet, etc.).
Black History Month Contest - "When I Think Africa..." con-

test is open to all school age children. All forms of media
are accepted; for example, poems, short stories, paintings,
drawings, photos, songs, essays, etc. All entries must be
submitted by February 16, 5 p.m. Winners of the contest will
be announced and prizes will be awarded on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 19, during Black History Month Program.
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, February 5 at 10:30

a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor for the ESL class for
beginners. Everyone is invited. Free to the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, February 5 at noon. All

children are invited to the library’s Storytime. Celebrate Black
History Month by making African Masks during the arts and
crafts program after the reading of a book "Water for One,
Water for Everyone," by Stephen Swinborne.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Monday, February

7 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic computer skills can enhance
their computer literacy each Monday at the library. Number
of participants is limited to available computers. 
Computer Classes for Beginners - Wednesday, February 9

at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on computer use for beginners
will be held on Tuesdays. Number of participants is limited
to available computers.
Reading and Conversation for ESL Students - Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 8 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is the instructor for the reading
and conversation ESL classes.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, February 8 at 4 p.m. Mr. Nuo

is the instructor for the math club and math tutoring.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, February 9 at 3:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday is movie day at the library. Come and enjoy
our feature presentation, which includes free popcorn and

snacks.
Black History Month Movie - Thursday, February 10 at 5:30

p.m. "For Colored Girls" is a movie based on on Ntozake
Shange’s Obie Award winning play, a poetic exploration of
what is to be of color and a female in this world. Everyone is
invited.
Winter Teen Club - Thursday, February 10 at 5:00 p.m.

Members of the Teen Club will learn how to make GAMBIAM
BRACELETS, pretty woven bracelets based on a design from
Gambia, West Africa. Everyone is invited to join.
Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, February 10 at 4 p.m.

Sign up and participate in Jeopardy games held on Thursdays
at the library. Compete against friends, win prizes and have
fun developing your knowledge skills. 
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, February 10 at 6

p.m. Regular meeting of the Library Board will be held in the
auditorium. Open to the public.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, February 17 at

6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy and Treasurer George
Gorday, invite all members and volunteers to participate in
the regular monthly meeting and election meeting of the
FHPL.
Gospel Music Concert - Saturday, February 19 at 1 p.m.

In celebration of Black History Month, the library will host the
Inspirational Choir from Corinthian Baptist Church with their
annual Gospel Music Concert. Everyone is invited. Refresh-
ments will be served.
Art Exhibit - February 19, 2011. In celebration of Black

Hisotry Month, the library presents an art exhibit of a local
African American artist, Jacqueline Walker. Her paintings will
be displayed in the library until March 5, 2011.

Special Thanks for Donations: Mr. Michael Wilk and Ju-
rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home for a donation of potted plants
to decorate the library.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 
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FRONTIER INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
2619 Florian Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 887-7500
www.frontier-academy.net

A Michigan Public Charter School open to all Michigan students for a 

free public education is holding

OPEN ENROLLMENT for
2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Frontier International Academy is tuition-free

Open Enrollment dates: ............................2/22/2011 – 3/08/2011

Monday thru Friday: ........................................8:00 am – 3:30 pm

Two Wednesday evenings 

2/23/11 and 3/2/11: ......................................5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

One Saturday--2/26/1:....................................9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Should we receive more applications than we have room for, a random selection drawing will

be held in the presence of a third-party official on March 11, 2011, at 5:00 pm at the school.

Frontier International Academy is a public school academy and does not discriminate on the

basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, handicapped status,

religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin. For questions,  please call the school at the

above number. Frontier International

— Academy welcomes visits from interested applicants. —

BRIDGE ACADEMY
9600 Buffalo, Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 462-6100
www.bridge-academy.org

A Michigan Public Charter School open to all Michigan students for a 

free public education is holding

OPEN ENROLLMENT for
2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Bridge Academy is tuition-free

Open Enrollment dates:..............................2/22/2011 – 3/08/2011

Monday thru Friday: ........................................8:00 am – 3:30 pm

Two Wednesday evenings

2/23/11 and 3/2/11: ......................................5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

One Saturday--2/26/11:..................................9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Should we receive more applications than we have room for, a random selection drawing  will

be held in the presence of a third-party  official on March 11, 2011, at 5:00 pm in the school’s

Gym.

Bridge Academy is a public school academy and does not discriminate on the basis of intellec-

tual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, handicapped status, religion, creed,

race, sex, color, or national origin. For questions,  please call the school at the above number.  

— Bridge Academy welcomes visits from interested applicants. —

In the meantime, Hamtramck
has been holding up water and
sewer service payments to De-
troit, but that money is not being
tapped into. Instead, it is being
held in an escrow account until
the matter is resolved, which
could take years to wind through
the courts.
It was hoped that state offi-

cials could mediate the dispute.
Cooper said state treasury offi-
cials initially sided with Detroit’s
version of the dispute until re-
cently when Hamtramck officials
gave a point-by-point counter-ar-
gument.
Cooper said he’s not sure

which way state officials are
leaning now. However, even if the
state sides one way or another,
it’s not legally binding.

That means if either Ham-
tramck or Detroit doesn’t agree
with what state officials decide,
the matter will still move forward
through the courts. But time is
not on Hamtramck’s side.
Cooper has warned that the

city will find itself without cash
to meet employee payroll come
March. 
Several weeks ago city offi-

cials asked the state for permis-
sion to file for bankruptcy, but
state officials said there is no
legal standing to take that ac-
tion. It’s a loose end in state law
that lawmakers may actually tin-
ker with to make it easier for
cities to file for bankruptcy be-
fore they find themselves bank-
rupt.
If Hamtramck becomes broke,

the state could immediately ap-
point an emergency financial
manager, who in turn can recom-
mend the state to allow the city
to file for bankruptcy.
Current state law requires an

emergency financial manager to
make that recommendation, not
cities acting on their own.
Another option for the city, and

recommended by the state, is to
apply for an emergency loan.
However, a majority of City Coun-
cilmembers have refused to
apply for the loan. Cooper said
that resistance to seek state
help has baffled state officials.
The issue of a state loan will

likely be on the agenda for next
Tuesday’s council meeting.

City hopes state settles Detroit dispute
Continued from front page

The City of Hamtramck Department of Community & Economic Development is currently
looking to fill the two (2) following positions to assist in the administration of approxi-
mately 
$15.4 M in Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP 2) funding that will be utilized to

redevelop mixed-use and residential neighborhoods throughout the City:

1. Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP 2) Assistant Project Manager

2. Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP 2) Acquisitions & Marketing Manager

Both positions are 100% funded through the NSP 2 Grant “Administration” and “Project
Delivery” components.   

For complete job descriptions please visit www.hamtramck.us
or, contact the Department of Human Resources, Hamtramck City Hall, 

3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI, 313.870.0348

City of Hamtramck
Department of Community & Economic Development

3401 Evaline Avenue

Hamtramck, Michigan  48212

Telephone: 313.876.7700 Fax: 313.876.7771

By Ian Perrotta
Who is she?

Joan Bittner
A Hamtramck fixture for the

better part of 40 years, Joan
Bittner is the co-owner of the
Polish Art Center along with
her husband, Raymond. As a
multi-talented business-
woman, artist and activist,
Bittner has her hands full with
just about everything – from
the hand-woven baskets that
she makes herself to the
“Countdown to Packzi Day
Festival” that she helped cre-
ate. We caught up with Joan
earlier this week to find out a
little more about one of Ham-
tramck’s favorite residents.

Though you're now one of
Hamtramck's movers and
shakers, you weren't always a
resident of the city. What was
it that brought you here, and
besides owning the Polish Art
Center and a house here,
what makes you stay?
Bittner: As you mentioned,

the store, which the original
owner opened in 1958,
brought us here.
My husband and I both felt

that we should support the
community in which we did
business.  When it came time
to expand, we made the deci-

sion to stay in Hamtramck.
We wanted to be part of the
solution, not part of the prob-
lem!  When we moved from
Farmington Hills to Ham-
tramck everyone thought we
were a little crazy, but for us
it made perfect sense and it
cut out driving times, snow
days and helped us grow our
roots here. 
I love the walkability of the

city – not so much in weather
like this week, I never get a
‘Snow Day (laughs).   I can go
anywhere in 20 minutes –
Downtown, Canada, Novi, the
Grosse Pointes – Hamtramck
is the epicenter!  Everyone
knows each other and neigh-
bors care about each other.
Try to find that same level of

community life in the suburbs!

Speaking of the Polish Art
Center, I hear there is a
pretty good story on how you
and your husband Raymond
came to own it. Care to elab-
orate? 
Bittner: On one of our shop-

ping visits to Hamtramck we
stopped by the store and the
owner mentioned that he was
retiring.  Since Raymond was
going to Poland every year to
visit family anyway, we
thought a Polish import busi-
ness would fit perfectly into
our future. Our parents
weren’t as convinced – we
were both single, in college
and only 23 at the time – but
let us take the plunge anyway. 
We married the following

year at St. Florian’s and after

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...

Continued on page 4

By Ian Perrotta
Three years ago Maria’s Co-

mida was just opening its doors to
the public, but these days the pub-
lic is opening its doors to Maria’s.
The restaurant recently created
the spinoff company Maria’s
House Made Salsa and has been
selling its signature salsas at a
number of area locations.
The journey from restaurant to

refrigerator was an unforeseen de-
velopment for the spicy sauce,
which made its humble debut as
a complimentary side dish.
Though it was never intended to
become a stand-alone business,
shortly after the restaurant
launched customers literally ate
up the chance to get more salsa,
and the idea to jar and market the
product was born.
It took another two years of de-

velopment before the salsa was
ready to be sold in stores. After
working with food scientists – first
at Cornell and then at Michigan
State University – the product was
fully analyzed for nutritional value
and declared safe for distribution.
“Our salsas have all been

tested for quality control and have
a shelf-life of 30 days,” says Marie
Pronko, co-owner Maria’s Comida.
“But we worked hard to keep the
taste the same as it is in the
restaurant.”
Before the salsa can be sold in

stores, it must first be jarred and
labeled. That process occurs
weekday mornings before the
restaurant opens and on Sundays
when it is closed, and, like every-

thing else, it’s a family affair. Head
Chef Al Pronko makes the salsa
while his son Frederick and daugh-
ter Marie bottle and label the prod-
uct. 

At just $5.99 for a 16-ounce jar
the salsa is a steal, and with
about a half-dozen locations
throughout the metro area it can
be picked up even on a whim.
However, that’s not too likely, as
since the salsa hit the market it
has rapidly gained a following at
each of its distribution points, with
many customers eagerly awaiting
the arrival of the next shipment
each week.
In the future the Pronko family

would like to see their salsa busi-
ness expand – it has already
helped bring in new customers to
the restaurant – but for now they
are taking things as they come.
With last year’s changes to the
menu and this year’s additional
work of jarring the salsa things

have only gotten busier, and right
now they show no signs of slowing
down.  As for how it feels to have
their product sold in stores, Marie
says it is still somewhat surreal

but that it hasn’t gone to anyone’s
head.
“We’re just the same people

doing the same things that we’ve
been doing,” she says. “But now
you can get the same great taste
at a number of different loca-
tions.”
Maria’s House Made Salsa comes
in four flavors – Mild, Roasted Ha-
banero, Roasted Habanero with
Mango and Black Bean with
Roasted Corn – and can be picked
up Joe’s Produce in Livonia, Holi-
day Market in Royal Oak, Kim’s
Produce in Detroit, Honeybee
Market in Mexicantown and Sat-
urdays at Eastern Market. It’s also
available at Maria’s Comida
(11411 Jos. Campau) so stop by
and grab a jar.

Maria’s Comida expands
into the salsa business



First Thursdays, 4 Cs  Neigh-
borhood Watch (if you live or
have a business between Car-
penter, Conant, Caniff, and
Campau), 7 p.m.  Hamtramck
Recreation Center, 1135
Charest, lower level 

Second Mondays, Eastside
Block Club (if you live or
have a business  East of
Conant)  7 p.m. Our Lady
Queen of Apostles Church,
Activity Center, entrance on
Harold Street 

Second Wednesdays, 3 C7
Neighborhood Watch (if you
live or have a business be-
tween Carpenter, Campau,
Caniff, and I-75)  People's
community Services Senior
Center on Caniff, across from
the Public Library

Third Wednesdays, Midtown
Neighborhood Watch (if you
live or have a business be-
tween Caniff, Campau, Hol-
brook and I-75)  6:30 p.m. in 

the Convent of St. Florian's
Church, on Florian Street

Fourth Thursdays, Southend
Neighborhood Watch 6:30
p.m. in the People's Commu-
nity Center on Joseph Cam-
pau and Danforth, for all
residents and businesses
south of Holbrook. 

The Central Neighborhood
Watch (the area bounded
by Caniff, Conant, Hol-
brook and Jos. Campau)
will meet the first
Wednesday of each
month, 7 p.m., at the
HATCH building, 3456 Eva-

line. For more information,
go online to   hamtramck-
CBC@gmail.com. Facebook:
Hamtramck Central Block
Club group page.

The Hamtramck Housing
Commission Neighborhood
Watch is now called the W75
and it meets the second
Wednesday of every month at
12025 Dequindre (housing
commission activities center)
at 1:30 pm.

Neighborhood Watch meet-
ings are open to the public
and all are welcome to at-
tend. If additional information
is needed contact the Weed
and Seed office at (313) 281-
8150.

For more information about
Hamtramck’s network of block
clubs, go online to:   www.ham-
tramckblockclubs.com

(Editor-at-Large Walter Wasacz
writes a weekly column on life in
Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz 
Last month, we reported the

uplifting story of Hamtramckan
Vladimir "Joe" Vujic, who re-
ceived a lung transplant after
months of waiting for the right
match. 
He first waited for a match at

Detroit's Henry Ford Hospital,
then was transferred to Duke
University Hospital in Durham,
North Carolina, where there is a
national transplant center. 
We have an update, and it's in

the words of Vujic himself, who
has been keeping a journal of
his illness and recovery for mem-
bers of “Joe's Army,” a support
group made up of family and
friends. We've edited the report
for space, but the words are all
Vujic's.
Take it away, Joe:
“Yes, it’s finally true! After our

interminable gut-wrenching wait,
I have a new lung. Last time I
wrote I had just had a 'dry run'
(a possible match that didn't
pan out) on Christmas Eve. 
“The nurses and staff were all

telling me not to be too disap-
pointed and that this happens
quite often. But for some rea-
son, I reacted quite differently.
Having been in that horrible
state of limbo for so long, I felt
like "All right, coach is finally put-
ting me in the game." 
“And sure enough, one week

later I was the New Year’s baby
of lung transplants for 2011, or
so I'm told. So for all of you who
don't want to hear the details
(some of which are gory) let me
encapsulate the situation. 
“So far so good. 
“Because I was a hard match

and my donor only had a good
left lung, I only have the one
along with what's left from my
old right one. But there are ad-
vantages to this. Although I
won't be running any marathons,
single lung transplants have sig-
nificant improvement in long
term survival chances. So I'll
take it.
“I came out of surgery in the

ICU and soon after saw my beau-
tiful nieces Krissy and Maria.
That was a true joy! Seeing their
faces did me more good than all
the meds I was on. So this is
what ICU for six days was like:
tests, x-rays, blood gases, tests,
try to walk a few steps, vitals,
more tests, change the IVs, in
and out of sleep, rinse and re-
peat. No food, no water for four
days and only a liquid diet since
then. Two very unpleasant bio-

scopies without anesthesia.
“Then they transferred me to

the step-down unit. Here is
where they try to get you out of
the hospital as soon as possible
and was probably my toughest
week in this entire ordeal. 
“The big challenge was the

walking. You have to walk 20
laps of the ward before you can
get out. And when I've talked
about how well I was doing laps,
I didn't mean to give the impres-
sion that I was hopping out of
bed and strolling about on my
own. Even today I can only man-
age about a dozen steps without
help. We used four wheeled
walkers that support a lot of our
weight. It's more like a stand up
cart that you push
with your legs. 
“There was a point at which,

when they were waking me every
two hours to check my BP that I
realized the numbers were con-
sistent and would remain so.
After
nearly five months, I was going

to get out of the hospital!
“And that day could never have

come without all of you. I want to
particularly acknowledge my
dearest friends Gary and Anita.
They took on the awesome re-
sponsibility for another person's
life. There are no words for this
depth of commitment. Their acts
of moral, physical and spiritual
courage is like nothing I've seen
in my nearly 60 years. A truly
once-in-a-lifetime occurrence. (At
least I hope it's only once.)
“A few days after the surgery,

my friend Sarah at Henry Ford
Hospital sent me an email to
congratulate me and she said
"now comes the really hard
part." I've been bedridden for a
very long time and my muscles
have atrophied considerably. It
will take many months of hard
physical therapy to get to a point
of independent living. And I have
to learn to live in new ways on all
levels. This is a daunting task for
an old curmudgeon who is set in
his ways and deeply enjoys his
creature comforts. But I'm up for
it. And surprising myself, I find
I'm looking forward to the chal-
lenge. 
“One thing all this has taught

me is that we are all capable of
so much more than we imagine.
When you're exhausted and sure
you've got nothing left, I guaran-
tee you can reach down and get
more. And a lot of that reserve
and strength comes from the
people who care about you and
are there for you. So some of
you are already sick of hearing it
and the rest of you soon will be,
but you might as well get used
to it because I am never going to
stop saying: Thank you all from
the bottom of my heart.”

A website is set up to take do-
nations as well as report on
Vujic's progress. For more de-
tails, go here: http://vujictrans-
plantfund.org/
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Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

goodsandthings@sbcglobal.net

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

G
lob

al 

Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Global Educational Excellence, a public char-
ter school management company, is now accepting bids for
school milk products.  The bid is for a 2-year commitment, to
start 7/1/2011 and run through 6/30/2013.  A public meeting
to discuss the bid requirements will be held on 
Tuesday, 2/01 at 10:00 a.m. at the GEE offices. 
Bid specs may also be found by visiting: 

https://sites.google.com/a/
gee-edu.com/milk-service-bids.

Sealed bids must be received by 12:00 noon on Monday,
2/28.  Bids should be addressed to: 

Rushdi Issa, Food Svc. Coordinator and labeled
“Bid document enclosed – Milk Products”.

Only sealed, written bids will be accepted. Oral, telephone, or
fax bids will not be considered.  No bids will be accepted or con-
sidered after the designated deadline.  

For further assistance contact Rushdi Issa, Food Svcs Coordi-
nator, 734-369-9484, issar@gee-edu.com or Karen Fowler, Com-
pliance Coordinator, 734-369-9440 or karen@gee-edu.coim

Global Educational Excellence
2455 S. Industrial Hwy, Suite C, Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Happy Valentine’s
Day sale!
See new items!

Street Life
After five months in a
hospital bed, now comes
the hard part     

Block Club Corner …



returning from our honey-
moon in Poland starting look-
ing for a place to rent –
what’s the point of renting a
place while you’re on your
honeymoon?! So, we bought
and ran a business together
instead of living together!
Our first flat just proved what
a great idea it was to move
here.  Where else could you
rent half a house for $90 a
month?

Wow, talk about jumping
headfirst into things. Do you
approach everything with
that much gusto?
Bittner: Gusto, or you could

call it looking for a challenge.
I seem to like doing things
that are not so easy. I am (or
was) a green belt in Judo dur-
ing my high school years, and
I also played (or attempted to
play) in the High School Band.
My math teacher would have

something to say about me
running a store, as math was
never my strong suit!  
For that matter, so would

my Spanish teacher, who
would be surprised that I ac-
tually can communicate in a
language other than English!
No, I didn’t know even one
word of Polish when we
bought the store. I took
classes at Wayne State Uni-
versity and learned from the
customers who came in. 
Also, I grew up camping and

I taught my children to do
primitive camping – it’s an-
other challenge I took the
hard way! We took them all
over the United States and
even went backpacking with
them.

Well you're just a regular
Joan-of-all-trades, aren't
you? Speaking of trade work,
I hear you hold a pretty his-
torical designation. Would
you mind explaining what it
is?
Bittner: Well, I worked my

way through college with the
most interesting job just be-
fore buying the store.  I be-
came the third woman
working at Chevrolet - Livonia
stacking bumpers on the line,
and later I became the first
woman skilled-trades appren-
tice!  
Tool and Dye was the trade

that I spent about 8 months
in before I left to work in the
store. Who knew then, but my
Journeymen (the instructor)
was Polish, and he later be-
came a customer! 

Switching gears — no pun
intended — you're on the
Hamtramck Historical Com-
mission and the Downtown
Development Authority. For
our readers who aren't famil-
iar with those organizations,
can you tell us a little bit
about them and why they are
important to the city?
Bittner: History is very im-

portant, and remembering
history is how you go forward.
So, I became involved in it – I
helped acquire pieces of past
history and stored them be-
cause we didn’t have a mu-
seum yet – and we felt that
we should have some way of
recording what happened. So
the Hamtramck Historical
Commission is the city’s offi-
cial historical organization,
and, for the last 12 years, it
has been gathering informa-
tion and artifacts in order to
build a museum, which we
now have. 
The new challenge is get-

ting it open! 

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, February 4, 2011

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 2/10/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 2/10/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

Continued on page 5

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Drink Specials During Televised
Wings Games!

Psychic Night - Find out what’s coming in 2011.
Friday, Feb. 28th Readings begin at 8pm

Join us for a Nice • Clean • Safe • FUN! 
Atmosphere - Become a POST 10 Supporter

Come play new Club Keno in our nice, clean clubroom

Karaoke every Fri. & Sat. Nights 9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck
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12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters Always Welcome!

Super Bowl
Sunday Chili

Cook-off
Cash prize plus trophy, 4 p.m.

Wednesday
FREE POOL!

change for no layoffs.
While that has been a lucra-

tive deal for officers and the city,
it’s been less welcomed by the
district court.
For those of you who have

lived here for awhile, get ready
for a flashback.
In the 1980s, the city was

also facing a fiscal crisis and
then Mayor Robert Kozaren de-
vised a traffic patrol program
that allowed officers to work al-
most unlimited overtime.
That program brought in over

$1 million a year in revenue, but
it also caused friction with the
court. The court was forced to
handle an addition of thousands
of traffic tickets to process with
out additional staff to help out.
That program came to an

abrupt halt for a number of rea-
sons in the 1990s.
Flash forward to today, and the

city is once again preying on un-
suspecting drivers to help make
ends meet. But, once again, the
court is expected to handle the

additional workload without ad-
ditional employees.
“It gets to the point where

there are too many tickets and
not enough staff. … Basically,
we need more staff,” Paruk
said.
Hamtramck Judge Paul Paruk

said it’s worse than that. He
said his staff has been forced to
take a 5 percent pay cut plus 13
unpaid days off each year.
Paruk also said it’s not just a

staffing matter. He said his
court has space limitations that
prevents tickets being dealt with
in a timely manner.
On top of those two issues,

Paruk said his docket allows for
only one day for traffic tickets,
which is Tuesdays. He said a
part-time magistrate handles
the tickets, but the magistrate is
budgeted for only six hours per
week.
Paruk said he uses Tuesdays

to catch up on office paper work
while the magistrate hears traf-
fic ticket cases. He said he

would be open to temporary
staffing or additional days or
evenings for the court to be
open, but he said it would re-
quire first renegotiating his
staff’s salaries.
Paruk pointed out that com-

pared to other cities in Wayne
County with just one judge, he
has the fewest staffmembers,
and that they are paid lower than
their counterparts.
Conversely, Paruk said, his

court produces the second high-
est revenue, again, compared to
other one-judge courts in the
county.
Judge Paruk also pointed out

that only his employees were
forced to take pay cuts while the
city’s other employees – who are
members of unions -- could not
be forced to take pay cuts be-
cause of contract obligations.
Court employees are not

unionized. The city’s other em-
ployees have refused contract
concessions, except for the fire-
fighters who agreed to a pay

Traffic tickets cause backlog
for court Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s reliance on

traffic ticket fines is nothing
new.
And the fallout from it is a

case of “déjà-vu all over again”
(sorry Yogi Berra).
Oh, where to begin …
It goes back to the 1980s

when city officials were strug-
gling to make ends meet and
avoid a budget shortfall. 
The mayor at that time was

Robert Kozaren, who in a small
irony never drove a car. Kozaren
came up with a plan to allow
police officers to work overtime
to enforce traffic laws. 
Sound familiar so far?
Some called it a stroke of

brilliance. Others called a deal
with the devil.
The city indeed collected a

lot of money from unsuspecting
drivers. Cops would stake out
areas along the I-75 service
drive and at the bottom of
downward sloping viaducts --
areas where drivers would
speed without even thinking
about it.
Thousands and thousands of

drivers were pulled over and
ticketed. The city reaped in
over $1 million a year.
Police officers working the

program on a regular basis
racked up huge amounts of
overtime. Some of them
earned their basic salary and
more. And all the overtime
earnings were applied to how
much officers would receive in
retirement.
Some cops who worked long

hours on the program are now
enjoying pensions of $80,000-
plus a year.

So, a deal with the devil?
It gets worse – or better de-

pending on your point of view.
Retired officers decided to

file a lawsuit against the city
over the earnings of the pro-
gram. Basically, it boiled down
to “me too.”
“Me too” as in the sense

that if overtime earnings from
the program were calculated
into pension payments of work-
ing officers, then the retirees
ought to get a piece of that pie.
In a nutshell, their argument
was that traffic patrol is a basic
police function, and thus, any
extra earnings from that pro-
gram ought to be calculated
into retirees’ pensions.
Long story made short, the

retirees won. And to pay for the
$8 million judgment the re-
tirees won, a judge placed a
special tax on property owners
because the city certainly
didn’t have that kind of money.
The program had another rip-

ple effect.
For years during the program,

former Hamtramck 31st Dis-
trict Court Judge Walter Paruk
vigorously argued for extra staff
because of the volume of tick-
ets that had to be handled by
his employees.
His pleas were silently toler-

ated, but essentially ignored by
city officials.
Things didn’t change until

Paruk’s son, Paul Paruk, fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps
and was elected as the city’s
one and only judge. 
Paul Paruk took up his fa-

ther’s plea for extra staffing
and eventually won over city of-
ficials to allow for a second dis-

trict court judge and additional
staffing.
All went well until a new

mayor came along, Gary Zych,
who fell into a wide-range of dif-
ferences with just about every-
one in City Hall and halted the
traffic patrol program.
And then a state-appointed

emergency financial manager
took over, and he also discon-
tinued the traffic patrol pro-
gram.
The second district court

judge resigned, leaving just
Paruk, but this time with no del-
uge of traffic tickets for his
staff to deal with.
Now, flash forward to last

year, and the city is desperate
– once again – for additional
revenue.
City Manager Bill Cooper was

about to lay off police officers
when the police officers’ union
made an offer. The union prom-
ised to deliver at least
$60,000 a month in ticket rev-
enue in exchange for no lay-
offs.
Well, that deal helped both

police officers and the city.
But once again, the 31st Dis-

trict Court found itself being
the odd man out.
Oh, one more thing.
The city’s relentless ticketing

of drivers back in the 1980s
earned Hamtramck the dubi-
ous distinction from the insur-
ance company AAA of being
one big speed trap.
Flash forward, once again, to

2010, and Hamtramck is again
being called a speed trap by a
national drivers organization.

Traffic patrol program has a
familiar ring to it  

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...
Continued from page 4
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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This week, Gov. Rick Snyder
released what he calls the “Cit-
izens Guide to Michigan’s Fi-
nancial Health.”
We’re going to bet a lot of

folks will pass on reading this
one. But the media have al-
ready talked about the most im-
portant point in the report: the
wages and benefits of state
government workers have
grown 19 percent in cost during
the past 10 years compared to
13 percent for those in the pri-
vate sector.
Or, we should say, those of us

who still have a job in the pri-
vate sector.
Snyder’s report serves as a

foundation for his upcoming at-
tempt to slash the pay and ben-
efits of public employees.
That’s one way he hopes to

wipe away the state’s $1 billion
deficit.
Hamtramck is also facing a

budget crisis and is hoping to
reduce what’s paid to city em-
ployees.
The sad truth is that it’s not

that public employees are over-
paid, it’s that good-paying man-
ufacturing jobs have been
shipped overseas or down to
Mexico.
What we are staring at here

is a race to the bottom. We are
all losing income, losing bene-
fits, losing our middle-class sta-
tus.
America is losing its financial

footing, mostly because we let
it happen. We elected leaders
who allowed manufacturers to
ship out their production and
our jobs without penalty.

The result is we are losing
our jobs and ability to stay
afloat. This is a national secu-
rity issue, but one we doubt
politicians are willing to deal
with head-on.
In the meantime, little cities

like Hamtramck will go bank-
rupt. Our city employees will ei-
ther agree to work for peanuts
or have their jobs outsourced,
or maybe the city merge will
with Detroit.
We are losing our jobs and

our cities.
Gov. Snyder wants all of us to

look at this as a shared sacri-
fice. Does that include Ameri-
can companies that have
abandoned us for bigger profits
from foreign plants?

Cure for economy is turning
into a race to the bottom

John J. Skupny
F U N E R A L  H O M E

FRED HIKADE, DIRECTOR
CATHERINE HIKADE, DIRECTOR

Serving the community for 90 years

313-891-2978
11405 Conant • Hamtramck
(1 blk. North of Caniff)

Cremation Services

=
Two locations to serve you -
Hamtramck and Centerline

Cocktails and art … You have to
hand it to Skipper’s Hamtown Bar,
the folks over there keep things in-
teresting. This Saturday (Feb. 5),
for example, the bar will host an
art show called “Hello Again!”
The name of the exhibit has to

do with the four artists being fea-
tured. Betty Brownlee, Lila Kadaj,
Gilda Snowden and Tricia Soder-
berg were art students at Wayne
State University back in the late
70s, and have decided to reunite
with a shared art exhibit.
Our friend Betty Brownlee, who

is also a very talented bass player,
says the show is a mix of still life,
figure and abstract paintings.
The fun starts at 7 p.m., and

Skipper’s is located at 9735 Co-
nant. If you can’t make the open-
ing, you can still take a look at the
exhibit through Feb. 26.

Kiss us, we’re Polish … This one
sounds like our kind of fun. Next

Friday, (Feb. 11) the Wawel Folk En-
semble will hold a special Valen-
tine’s Day celebration which they
are calling, “Love at first sight –
Valentine’s Dyskoteka.”
Wow, what a title. It makes

Valentine’s Day seem even more
romantic. Anyway, the celebration
will help fund the folk dance
group’s trip to Poland this July to
participate in the Festival of Polish
Folk Dancers.
It’s all happening at PNA Coun-

cil 122 Hall, located at 10211 Co-
nant. Doors open at 8 p.m. and
there is a super cheap cover
charge of $5. There will also be a
cash bar, food and music to dance
by.
Sorry kids, it’s 18 and up to get

in.

Hot off the press …Mayor Karen
Majewski contributed five articles
to the newly printed “Polish Ameri-
can Encyclopedia,” which is a mas-

sive tome chronicling hundreds of
Polish Americans who played a
role in shaping the Polish experi-
ence in this country.
It’s actually a fascinating read

for anyone interested in American
history. It does come at a hefty
price of $145, but it’s well worth
it.  If you wait a few weeks, you
might be able to pick it up a little
cheaper through Amazon.com.

Some "Super" predictions . . .
Like much of the rest of the coun-
try, on Sunday night the staff from
The Review will be sitting down to
watch the Pittsburgh Steelers
take on the Green Bay Packers in
Super Bowl XLV. Here are our
picks for the game:
Al: Steelers 34-26
Chip: Steelers 34-26
Ian: Steelers 24-17
Jean: Green Bay 24-17
Jon: Green Bay 21-17

As for the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority, I started
with the Streetscape Com-
mitttee because I felt that I
would be able to have some
input in the way Jos. Campau
was presented from a busi-
ness perspective. The DDA
helps promote the develop-
ment of the city’s businesses
district on Campau and en-
tails the areas all the way
from Carpenter to the
viaduct. The main district is
from Caniff to Holbrook, be-
cause that’s where the street
narrows. 
We have worked extensively

to bring commerce back to
the city, and were responsible
for the sidewalk sales, getting
cameras installed, the holiday
street lights – we try to make
things better for businesses
in the area!

Those are some worthwhile
things to be involved in. For
better or for worse, how has
the city changed since you've
been here?
Bittner: The streets have

never looked as good as they
do now, with the trees – I
can’t tell you how many years
I looked out the door and did-
n’t see any greenery, and now
there is nature and that is
nice. 
But we still have the pi-

geons, for better or for worse.
We still have some empty
stores, which is interesting
because that has always
been the case. There are
more now, but there isn’t a
city that can’t say that. 
I think we still have a great

diversity in our shops and
some of the best dress
shops and tailors in the area
– do people know that there
are tailors in the shops? And
when I first moved here, there
were only a few restaurants,
and now look what we have!

What about the level of in-
volvement by citizens of the
city?

Bittner: I have to say that I
am proud of the level of capa-
ble and willing people in the
city that have a passion for
making Hamtramck a better
place to live and work.  
People are constantly re-

minding me that the city is in
dire straits, but we’re getting
a museum, our art coopera-
tive is gaining strength, and
our library is doing fabulous.
The recycling program is also
coming into its own, so there
is a lot that is positive and
encouraging going on in the
city.

What improvements would
you like to see?
Bittner: I would like to see

more merchant involvement
in promoting Hamtramck as a
great place to visit. 

And what kind of effect do
you think that would have on
the city?

Bittner:  I’ll tell you what
kind of effect that will have on
the city, because it’s already
had an effect. AAA has put us
in their tour guide telling peo-
ple to stop by our store, and
many people are doing so.
And those people don’t only
visit the store; they go to the
restaurants and bakeries and
meat markets and soon the
museum! 
Merchants would be wise to

realize this and pay attention
to their storefronts. For in-
stance – if you have an empty
storefront next to you, if the
area in front of it could get
cleaned up as well, it makes
the city that much nicer for
everyone. 
The same goes with snow

and graffiti – if it gets re-
moved immediately it makes
the city much cleaner and
nicer and raises the level of
pride for everybody.

After nearly four decades
of living here, where do you
think Hamtramck is going? 

Bittner: Decades – do you

know how old I felt when you
said that? And four of them,
whew! I think it’s going up,
absolutely. Detroit is coming
back – when we first bought
this store we thought it was
on the cusp of coming back,
but who knew it would take
this long to happen?
Look at Wayne State –

when I first bought the store
it never felt like a university,
because it just had a few
buildings here and there, and
now it’s a major anchor for
the area. The trend is revers-
ing – people are now moving
into the city rather than out. 
That’s what is going to be

bringing people into Ham-
tramck, and our citizens
should be wise to realize that
and take care of their prop-
erty. The values will only go
up. 

Thanks for taking the time
to speak with us. Now that
I've bombarded you with
questions, would you care to
add anything? Have at it.
Bittner: I think the thing

that I would like to say is
don’t just complain about
something – find out ways to
make it better. 
That’s why I joined the DDA.

There are plenty of ways to
get involved and help make a
difference. And right now it’s
a good time, because there
are a lot of community proj-
ects available, like community
gardens, programs at the li-
brary that would be happy to
have volunteers,  and festival
committees – you can see
what happened last year
when people stepped in to
make a difference. 
Next month we have a

Paczki Bake Off and Count-
down to Packzi Day on March
5, and everyone can have the
chance to have a little Polish
in them with a free Packzi
(one per person) – we hope to
see you there!

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...
Continued from page 4

Join one of the 
fastest growing 

professions!

BBee aa ppaarrtt ooff

iinn HHeeaalltthhccaarree……..REGISTRATION
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2011

AT 10:00 A.M.

12025 Dequindre Ave. 
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(586) 465-7010
Class Size is Limited!

Certified Nursing Assistant
(CNA)

3 Week Program
State Level Certification

Hands On Training
Job Placement AssistanceCAREER ADVANCEMENT STUDIES IN HEALTHCARE INSTITUE

C.A.S.H.I.
Where your future & career in

Health Care begins…..

The road to SUCCESS is in your hands!

Call Today at 586-465-7010      www.cashischool.com
All Programs are licensed by the State of Michigan and approved Michigan Works.

CASHI is accredited by the 
National Accreditation for 

Colleges and Schools



By Ian Perrotta
The city has a new weapon in

its fight against crime – the Ham-
tramck Neighborhood Patrol. 
Beginning in late April, mem-

bers of the community will start
patrolling the city in an endeavor
to prevent crimes before they
happen. To maximize their effort,
the organization – which has a
mission “to ensure the safety
and security of Hamtramck resi-
dents, their property and their
homes” – will be in constant
radio contact with the police.
These won’t be just ordinary

citizens, however. Though the
squad will be comprised of vol-
unteers, each member will un-
dergo a training course that
teaches the fundamentals of
crime detection and radio com-
munication.  Classes will be a
few hours long and are sched-
uled to begin right around the
start of spring.
Training sessions will include

an overview of the radio patrol
as well as a basic law review.
Once the course progresses the
subject matter will delve into the
topics of the patrol’s limitations,
safety and duties, as well as
what comprises a crime and how

best to prevent it. After mem-
bers are well-versed in those
areas, radio protocol and how to
record and report potential
crimes are the final lessons. 
Credit for the creation of the

Hamtramck Neighborhood Patrol
can be given to the city’s Weed
and Seed program, and more
specifically to that organization’s
Community Policing and Law En-
forcement subcommittees.
Raphael Thurin, a community or-
ganizer for Weed and Seed, says
that it was a natural direction to
head for the committee. 
“Tom Stackpoole was working

on an effort to get his block club
to do a patrol, and with all the
info he had compiled it just
made sense to expand the pro-
gram to the whole city,” says
Thurin. “Hamtramck is a small
city – it’s possible to patrol the
whole thing.”
For anyone interested in be-

coming a member the guidelines
are simple. Applicants must be
at least 18 years of age, have in
interest in the community – such
as either living or working in it –
and have a valid Driver’s License
and be insured. They must also
pass a background check and

comply with all rules and require-
ments supplied by the police.
Also supplied by the police will

be the radios, thanks to a de-
partment-wide upgrade of the
old systems. The department’s
new radios were mandated by
the federal government and were
paid for with grant money, which
left the old equipment still us-
able but obsolete.  
“At first we had just planned to

use cell phones,” says Thurin.
“It was just a lucky coincidence
that the police were upgrading
their radios. When we realized
that we could utilize their old
ones, the decision to do so was
a no-brainer.”
If you’re interested in becoming
a member of the Hamtramck
Neighborhood Patrol contact
Raphael Thurin at (989) 992-
6278.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2327 Botsford - $34,900 
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $85,000 NEW PRICE!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000
11429 Klinger - $49,900
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $12,500 NEW PRICE!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 
*9632 Dequindre - $23,000NEW!
3971 Edwin - $24,999 
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $29,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
12081 St. Aubin - $24,900
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop

Clinton Township:
19597 Stafford - $34,000 SOLD!
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $45,000 
Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel - $139,900 
Sterling Heights
38122 Jamestown - $39,900 SOLD!
SHORT SALE, 3 BR Condo
Warren:
12885 E. Twelve Mile Rd. - $37,500
SOLD! 
26142 Newport -  $49,900 SOLD!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $179,900 Lake view!  

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

29409 Maurice, Chesterfield
Twp. Townhouse Condo Near 23
mile & I-94 2 BR, 1st floor laun-
dry, All Appliances $79,900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2
BR condo, w/appliances & furni-
ture. $15,000 Cash Only - PRICE
REDUCED!

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2
BR, Basement, Needs Work
$18,000 PRICE REDUCED!

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck -
Attention Investors! 2 well-main-
tained single-family homes on
one lot. Great income potential!
Short-Sale $24,900 - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom
Income Bungalow, Living Room,
Dining Room, Full Basement
$32,900 

49254 Shady Glen, Chester-
field Twp. - “Bank Owned” De-
tached Condo 3 Bedrooms, 1½
baths, 2 car garage, $99,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck -
Completely renovated with cus-
tom designer touches through-
out. 3 BR, built-in appliances,
basement, garage. Must see to
appreciate. $56,000 - PRICE
REDUCED!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6
bedroom, 2-family home in
need of repair. Full basement,
garage, $24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3
Bedroom, 1-½ Bath, Full Brick
Ranch. Finished Basement, 2
Car Attached Garage $79,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!

Shelby Township:
46634 Schimmel
$139,900 

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of
heaven, blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity. Oh star of the Sea, help me and show
me where you are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly beseech you from the bot-
tom of my heart to succor in my necessity. (Make your request)
There are none who can withstand your power, Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee (three
times) Holy Mother, I place this prayer un your hands. (Three
times) Say this prayer for three consecutive days and then you
must publish it and it will be granted to you. Grateful thanks.
C.J.L.

LISAK
Mark Lisak, 47, died January

24, 2011.
Mr. Lisak was an employee at

Caniff Machinery Center.
He is survived by his wife,

Krystyna; daughter, Angela; sons,
Christopher; step-son, Grzegorz
Plata; mother, Stanislawa; sisters,
Krystyna and Alicia (Dominik)
Jarzab.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home, and
funeral services were held on Jan-
uary 28 at St. Ladislaus Church.

PIENTA
Daniel S. Pienta, 68, died Feb-

ruary 3, 2011.
Mr. Pienta was a former Ham-

tramck resident, and served in
the Navy during the Vietnam War.
He was a member of the Polish
Legion of American Veterans Post
1 where he was a Commander.
He was preceded in death by

his brother, Arthur.
Mr. Pienta is survived by his

daughters, Kelly(Tom) Shimko and
Yvette (Dan) Boudreau; sons,
David and Christopher (Christine);
and seven grandchildren.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home, and funeral services will
be held at the funeral home on
February 5 in the evening. Visita-
tion will be earlier in the day from
noon to 9 p.m.

SZCZEPKOWSKI
Veronica Szczepkowski, 86,

died January 20, 2011.
Mrs. Szczepkowski was retired

as a cook for the Archdiocese of
Detroit. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Sigmunt.
Mrs. Szczepkowski is survived

by her daughter, Pamela; sons,
David, James (Carol), Timothy
(Shirley) and Sigmunt; six grand-
children and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home, and
a memorial service will be held on
February 5, 10 a.m. at Our Lady
Queen of Heaven Church, 8175
Lentz in Detroit.

Coming Events
FEBRUARY 9, Wednesday, 11 a.m. – The Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle will meet at Our Lady Queen of Apostles Ac-
tivity Center, entrance on Harold St.

FEBRUARY 15, Tuesday, 7 p.m. – Preserve Our Parks meets
every third Tuesday of the month, at the Senior Plaza at 2620
Holbrook. For more information, call Dick Kaleski at (313) 874-
2651.

APRIL 3, Sunday, 2 p.m. – The Holy Cross Parish Mission Com-
mittee will host a bowling fundraiser to support the Hamtramck
Friendship House. The event will be at Universal Lanes, 2101 E.
12 Mile Rd. in Warren. For more information and tickets, call
(586) 558-7321 or stop by Srodek’s Campau Quality Sausage
at 9601 Jos. Campau. Ask for Maggie Srodek.

Volunteers are needed for new
neighborhood patrols 

As part of a multi-pronged approach to weeding out crime and
seeding in positive opportunities for the city, Hamtramck's Weed
and Seed program will soon begin conducting city-wide surveillance
through the Hamtramck Neighborhood Patrol.
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Upper 2 Br., Belmont by Co-
nant, stove-fridge, great lo-
cation, 586-604-0553. 2/25

2 Br. lower, $575/month +
$575 security deposit,
water + heat included,
adults preferred, no pets,
references needed, 313-
874-1442, leave message.
2/11

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, imme-
diate occupancy, 248-229-
4295, 248-229-4297. 2/25

Hamtramck, upper 2 Br. flat,
$525/month + security de-
posit, references required,
313-801-4001. 2/11

Hamtramck, 2 Br . lower, in-
cludes appliances + all utili-
ties/heat, $525/month +
security deposit, 586-214-
8407. 2/4

Hamtramck, upper + lower,
stove-fridge and water in-
cluded, ask for John, 586-
943-8814. 2/4

22065 Hayes, East Pointe,
1 Br., large living room, din-
ing room, ceramic tiled bath-
room + kitchen, back patio,
newly painted, clean, nice
neighborhood, $500 /
month, includes water and
heat, 586-806-4888. 2/18

2 Br. upper, kitchen, living
room, clean, fridge and
stove, pets welcome, 313-
378-6229. 2/18

2 Br. upper on Caniff,
$450/month, includes
water and basic cable, no
pets, 586-531-9722, 313-
418-8791. 2/18

2 Br., appliances, freshly
painted, new carpet, 313-
220-8961. 2/11

1 Br. upper, studio-style,
large front room, dining
room, kitchen, ideal for cou-
ple or single person,
$430/month, 586-530-
6872. 2/4

Upper 2 Br. w/appliances,
nice area, $350/month +
deposit, 313-882-2188. 2/11

Beautifully remodeled 3 Br.
upper, $550/month + 1 Br.
, $395/month, utilities not
included, Section 8 OK,
credit check, 313-590-
1000. 2/11

Hamtramck, 2 Br., 5-room
flat, lower, seniors or work-
ing couple preferred, no
pets, $500/month + de-
posit, 586-294-7111. 2/4

Hamtramck, Belmont St., 1
Br. upper, 1 living room,
kitchen, bath, very nice, call
after 11 a.m., 313-368-
9326. 2/4

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
very clean, $475/month +
security + references, 248-
214-9573. 2/4

2300 Whalen St., 2 Br.
upper, living room, dining,
kitchen, next to Middle
School, clean, Section 8 wel-
come, 586-806-5312, 586-
354-6270. 2/4

Single room, kitchen priv-
eleges, quiet neighborhood,
313-220-8961. 2/11

Hamtramck 12020 St.
Aubin, 4 Br., single-family
house, full basement, huge
attic, $655/month, water in-
cluded, 313-516-1053. 1/28

Detroit, 12601 Gallagher, 3
Br., no pets, Section 8 OK,
313-892-8963, 313-703-
8928. 2/4

Hamtramck, 2 Br. or 3 br.,
11325 Lumpkin, 3870 So-
bieski, appliances, 313-575-
3698. 2/4

Hamtramck, single-family, 2
Br., garage, full basement,
very clean, security + refer-
ences, $550/month, 248-
214-9573. 2/4

McNichols and Conant area,
2 Br., 1 bath, central air, high
efficiency furnace, new win-
dows, new kitchen, $25,000
or best, 313-595-0268. 2/4

Hamtramck, Lumpkin at
Commor, spacious 3 Br. bun-
galow, kitchen, living room,
dining, 1-1/2 bath, pantry,
full basement, 2-car-garage,
newly painted, newer water
heater, 90% efficient fur-
nace, A/C, land contract
available, 31-977-8100. 2/18

Hamtramck landlord seeks
entrepreneurs to rent space
in a 45x100, 2-story build-
ing with full basement in the
heart of town, if you feel up
putting the dynamic back
into Hamtramck, call Jack
for appointment to checkout
9525 Jos. Campau. Elevator
to all three levels, 248-931-
9731. 2/11

Medical office, fully fur-
nished, very spacious, 4
exam rooms, 2 offices, lab,
big lobby, big reception area,
in busy section of town, call
Abby 313-903-0700.  2/11

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspaper
shall not be liable for failure to publish
an ad, for a typographic error or errors
in publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

ROOM 

FOR RENT

Get Yourself 

NOTICED!

874-2100

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

Hamtramck
Rentals

2 Br. upper, washer-
dryer, remodeled 

and clean
Call Julie at 

(313) 570-4242

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 
bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 

Thursday at Noon

$15 for one week
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100

HOUSE 

FOR SALE

SIDING

SERVICES

AVAILABLE

Cleaning lady wanted, Polish
speaking preferred.  Call 586
943-4721.

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds

11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck

313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

SEWER/DRAIN
CLEANING
$50

Call: (313) 802-9409

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

Experienced panel wiring
professionals needed, full-
time, $12/hour, call 734-
397-4932, or apply within
to: Work Force Network Inc.,
5751 S. Sheldon Rd., Can-
ton, MI, 48188. 2/18

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

FOR SALE/LEASE

Husband and wife looking
for job  as caregiver or
babysitter for the elderly or
children in the USA, or any
job abroad, 517-993-7265,
leave message if no answer.
2/4
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why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$695
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

Where your child is our 
#1 priority.

12845 Conant
Detroit

(313) 368-KIDS

Enrolling Children Ages
2-1/2 - 5 years old

Hours:
Mon-Fri
7am-6pm

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

Models in photos are for illustrative purposes only.

For more information  
please contact:

Is the burden of depression weighing 
you down…despite medication? 
Major Depressive Disorder (MDD) can have a terrible 
bearing on a person’s life. Medications prescribed to help 
with MDD may be effective in treating symptoms for some 
people, but not all—which is why we are conducting a 
research study to evaluate an add-on investigational drug 
for people with MDD. We are looking for men and women, 
aged between 18–65 years old, who have been:

• diagnosed with MDD 

•  taking antidepressant medication for at least eight 
weeks and are still experiencing symptoms. 

Quali�ed participants will receive an approved 
antidepressant medication plus study medication or  
placebo (inactive substance.) 

Rochester Center for Behavioral Medicine

Joel L Young, MD

441 South Livernois, Ste. 205
Rochester Hills, MI 48307

If interested, please contact
Karolina Redziniak, MA, tLLP at

(248) 608-8800 Ext. 249

This year’s Valentine’s Day will
be a little more special for Ham-
tramck veterans.
And they could use some af-

fection from the community as
well.
Hamtramck vets will join up

with metro-area veterans to host
a fundraiser on Feb. 12, featur-
ing Dennis Edwards and the
Temptations Review.

Proceeds from the benefit will
go to helping out hospitalized
vets, especially those coming
home from Iraq and Afghanistan.
Hamtramck's AMVETS Post

14, represented by Past Com-
mander and VA Hospital Volun-
teer Richard Walczyk, PLAV Post
6,  represented by PLAV Dept. of
Michigan Dingell VA Hospital Vol-
unteer Service Representative

Gerald Murawski, and VFW Post
4162, represented by member
Dennis Giveins, presented Bill
Browning the Chief of Voluntary
Services for the Detroit VA Med-
ical Center with 1,000 U.S.
Flags that will be distributed to
patrons of the “Motor City Valen-
tines for Veterans Concert, a Vet-
erans Appreciation and Welcome
Home Celebration.”

The concert/celebration is
part of the VA’s National Salute
to Veteran Patients, to show ap-
preciation to veterans and in-
crease community awareness of
the needs of VA medical cen-
ters, especially for volunteers. 
This is a free concert with a

maximum of four complimentary
tickets per person, but tickets
are required. Contact Voluntary

Services Detroit VAMC at (313)
576-1301.
There is more information at
www.detroit.VA.gov. The show is
open to the public at Detroit’s
Masonic Temple Theater, 500
Temple Ave. Tickets must be
picked up in person at 4646
John R Street in Detroit. The the-
ater opens to the general public
at 1 p.m.

Hamtramck veterans show
their love for fellow vets Framed

Ahh... the road of life. Whether you're just starting out on your journey or nearing the
end, it's gonna be a lot like Trowbridge Street: one way.
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Hamtramck veterans are helping out in an upcoming benefit concert for fellow vets who are
hospitalized.


