“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional
Savings on

OVER 5000

DRUG STORES

Brand and
Generic
Medications

FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

$ 00
$ 99
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GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS

90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available.

Make
sure your
heart is
happy
AND
healthy.

See www.sav-mor.com for details.

www.sav-mor.com

• School/Sport Physicals
• X-Rays
• EKGs
• Vaccinations
• Check-Up
Inside Carpenter Medical Plaza HOURS: Wed-Fri 12-5pm • Sat 11am-4pm

3120 Carpenter
—Suite 103 —

Majority
Insurances
Accepted

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100
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Quick Hits
Today, Friday (Sept. 23),
is the second day of autumn.
Yes, summer is now officially gone. While we
look forward to cooler
temps and no humidity,
we are bracing ourselves
for what some weather experts predict will be a brutal winter.
And with fall here,
there’s another thing we
look forward to: The annual Hamtramck Neighborhood Arts Festival.
The festival, held on
Oct. 8, is actually whatever people want it to be.
Throughout the city there
will be musicians playing
on house porches, artists
painting on the sidewalks,
theater folks performing in
art spaces and so on and
so on.
We’ll have more about
this next week, but in the
meantime if you want
folks to know where you
will be performing, get a
hold of festival organizers
and let them know your location.
That way interested festivalgoers can see where
art is being created. You
have until Oct. 1 to get on
their Facebook page. You
can contact them by email:
hamtramckneighborhoodartsfest@gmail.com.

With influx of new students, school
district finances are making the grade
By Charles Sercombe
It was not long ago the
Hamtramck
Public
School District feared it
was losing students at a
pace that could have
forced the closing of
some schools.
This year, there could
be a problem of finding
space to accommodate
students.
A large number of students have enrolled this
year, many of them escaping the ongoing
bombing happening in
Yemen, said school officials.
An early count of students shows there are at
least 100 more students
this year compared to

Public school officials are bracing for a huge influx of students this year, with a
number of them coming from Yemen to escape the ongoing bombing. Most of
the new students will first have to learn English.

last year.
That number could
conceivably increase by
another 186 if all the
students who enrolled

An illustration of the Aswak Sook Al Mehl Import Export Inc. store on Miller St. by Emily Wood.

$ 99
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Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

PATIO
NOW
OPEN!

By Walter Wasacz
When I was 11 I fell in
with a group of neighborhood boys who liked to explore the full range of
Hamtramck's width and
length.
We walked or biked to
the edges of the city -- and
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Gift Certiﬁcates

students are refugees
from Yemen and a smattering from Syria.
While the sudden inContinued on page 2

Magic hour on Miller and Dwyer
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for this year actually
show up for class.
Hamtramck
School
Boardmember
Jackie
Starr said most of the

7
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Smoothier a
!
Paid for by the
Committee to Re-Elect
Hedy Shulgon
2622 Belmont,
Hamtramck 48212

sometimes beyond the
edges and across railroad
tracks that cut across the
east, west and southwest
borders.
To get to destinations
even farther from home,
we took the bus: downContinued on page 5

Road
repairs
wrapping up
By Charles Sercombe
Residents near Casmere can soon breathe
easier.
Or at least enjoy
smoother driving on the
street.
The street was milled
a few weeks ago and
crews have been making
repairs to the foundation
and installing new sidewalks at the intersections to conform to the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
And now the final
touch is about to happen. According to the
city’s weekly engineering
report, asphalt paving
will take place starting
this coming Monday or
Tuesday.
The street will have to
be closed off for the
paving, and the city says
it will inform resident
near the street of the
closing a few days before.
Similar work is being
done on Trowbridge,
from Jos. Campau to
Gallagher. Repaving of
the street is scheduled
for the week of Oct. 3.
Next up is Botsford,
where milling will take
place between Jos. Campau and Fleming.
Down in the southend,
work is wrapping up on a
major sewer line replaceContinued on page 4
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With influx of new students, school district
finances are making the grade
Cont. from front page

crease is good news for
the district, it does present a challenge.
“We have to find them
housing,” Starr said.
The students must reside in the district in
order to attend, she
said. That will be no
easy task as there appears to be a housing
shortage in the city.
There has been a steady
flow of new people moving into the city in the
past two years.
Hamtramck has long
been home to newly arrived immigrants – and
that is still true – but
there is now an influx of
adults moving here to
escape high rents in midtown Detroit.
District Superintendent
Tom Niczay said many of
the new students will
present another challenge to the district –

teaching them how to
read and speak English.
“The increase in enrollment is mainly due to
English Language Learners
from
overseas
spread out over several
grades with grades 9
and 10 being the grades
most affected,” he said.
The
ELL
program
caters to students who
do not speak English or
speak only a little of it.
If more students start
to show up, Niczay said
“classroom space could
be an issue.”
“We are in the process
of planning for possible
assignment
room
changes if needed to
create more room.”
The boom in the student population has its
upside. The district receives $7,511 in state financial aid for every
student.

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

The extra 100 students represent an additional $751,100 in
revenue.
If all 286 students
show up, the district will
receive an additional
$2.1 million in financial
aid.
The influx of students
wasn’t expected. School
officials had braced for a
loss of students this
year.
Up until over a year
ago the district was at
the end of a five-year
plan to climb out of a $5
million budget deficit,
due mostly to severe
cuts in state financial
aid as the state slashed
aid to schools and communities to combat its
own budget woes.
The district successfully worked its way out
of the deficit and now
projects its current $6
million budget surplus -which in education parlance is also called a
“fund equity” -- to shoot
up to $7 million.
Getting out of the financial crisis meant
making
some
hard
choices for district employees.
Teachers and others
agreed to cuts while
some employees such
as custodians found
themselves out of a job
when the district decided
to privatize that work.

Niczay said that although the district is
now financially sound,
there are projects that
require funding.
“We have a decent
fund equity, however, we
have building repair
needs, staffing needs
and technology needs
that need attention,”
Niczay.
District employees who
agreed to cuts have an
agreement with the district to negotiate restoring their losses.
The district’s teacher
union
president,
Michelle Cooke, said her
union recently entered
into a three-year contract
with the district that included some raises.
The union plans to continue to ask for more of
their lost wages to be restored, although the district is not obligated to
take that action.
“We’re slowly edging
back,” Cooke said about
bringing their salaries
back up. “But the district
is very cautious for a

number of things.”
While the economy and
housing property values
have improved since the
housing crash in 2008,
there is concern among
state and national economic experts of another
downturn.

One thing the district
has going for it is the
support of voters, who in
recent years passed a
sinking fund millage to
allow various building repairs and also renewed
the recreation millage for
another 10 years.

Continued from front page

FREE WI-FI

Monday

Wednesday

Continued on page 12

Domestic

FREE POOL

DOLLAR BEER

Characters
Always
Welcome!

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
www.AzaalPharmacy.com

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

This week at the library...
• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual
Kitchens
• Income Based
Rent
• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour
Security
• Recreation
Areas
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

All parties interested
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3
qualified business at www.hud.gov:
• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

Movie Night at the Library -- Tuesday, September 27, 7:30 p.m. We will
be showing the documentary "The Goat
Yard." Nestled at the
edge of the City of Detroit sits The Goat Yard,
a most unusual place.
The motley group of
sailors who call the
place home defy convention of what many would
normally associate with
a "Yacht Club." they entertain with stories from
the past, misadventures
on the high seas, political intrigue and wonderful inventions, inspired
and led for the most part
by raconteur and rabblerouser Stephen Hume.
Movie Night at the Library -- Wednesday, October 5, 6:30 p.m. We will
be showing "Army of

Darkness." A man is accidentally transported to
1300 A.D., where he
must battle an army of
the dead and retrieve the
Necronomicon so he can
return home.
ESL Class – Monday,
September 26, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
ESL Class – Wednesday, September 28, 9
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
ESL Class – Friday,
September 30, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
Cooking Matters for
Adults -- Free cooking

and nutrition classes
featuring healthy cooking
on a budget, smart shopping ideas, culinary secrets, free cookbook and
free groceries. Classes
meet 2 hours each week
and are 6 weeks long.
(Commitment to all
classes is mandatory.) If
interested please call
the Hamtramck Public Library at (313) 3657050.
Michigan
Activity
Pass -- The pass will enable Library card holders
to obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating
cultural institutions. Ask
at the circulation desk
for more details.

For more information about events at the library call
(313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access our online catalog.
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Second Front Page
School Board News …
By Evan Major
Vice President,
Board of Education
Last week the Hamtramck Public School
Board officially established two traditions of a
healthy school district.
The first was the invitation of school board candidates to attend the
meeting, receive an information packet on the
position, and speak to
the audience. On behalf
of the board, Superintendent Tom Niczay invited all candidates to
the meeting and six out
of eight were present.
Three are current board
members Jackie Starr,
Hedy Shulgon, and Salah
Hadwan.
Candidate attendees
were Jeffrey Salazar,
Lenny Stinson, and
Moortadha Obeid. Not in
were
attendance
Showkat Chowdury and
Renee Savage.
According to the Michigan
Association
of
School Boards, over
1,000 school board
seats are up for election
this November. This
means a big transition
for the governance of
1.6 million public school
students across the
state.
It is essential that all
candidates deeply understand the expectations
of the position, communicate their qualifications to the voters, and
are ready to be part of a
team of advocates for
public education. It is
our hope that this en-

deavor grows into a
larger forum for future
elections and establishes a local model for
preparing those that
wish to hold public office.
The second accomplishment at last week’s
meeting was the culmination of more than a
year of work by district
leaders. By a unanimous
vote, the school board
adopted an aggressive,
thoughtful, and responsible set of goals for the
2016-17 school year.
A full list can be found
below, but the most
noteworthy point was the
process. Working with
board consultant Dr. Len
Rezmierski, the HPS
team has taken steps to
research best practices
and align all of our planning and evaluation
processes into one
streamlined system of
continuous
improvement.
Every student, parent,
staff member, department, and building now
share common targets
for annual success, and
we will take this coming
school year to share
these targets and this
process with the community in an inclusive and
interactive manner.
• Increase understanding of the Hamtramck
Public Schools revenue
and
cost
structure
amongst all stakeholders; allocate financial resources
to
meet
District’s
educational

goals and community
recreational needs.
• The recreation committee will conduct a review/study of Districts’
Recreation Department
with emphasis on eliminating deficit spending
by implementing a comprehensive evaluation
and goal setting system
for revenue, expenditure,
staffing, supplies and
programming
during
2016-2017.
• Maintain District
Fund Balance of 10%
from 2015-2016 as
adopted by the Board of
Education on May 12,
2016. Further support
the parameters of a
12%-15% fund balance
for the next five years.
• Develop and implement an overall facility
plan that incorporates
Sinking Funds; Cafeteria
Funds; Capital Funds;
and General Funds; with
emphasis towards potential or projected continued student growth
with increased capacity
options in the plan.
• Recommend and implement strategies to retain and recruit the
highest quality staff
members for Hamtramck
Public Schools.
• Establish a committee to review “best practices” to retain quality
staff, while attracting
candidates to fill vacated
positions through District Teacher Job Fairs,
Wayne RESA Aspiring Administrators Academy
and a local University
partner.

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

• Improve reading and
math scores by 3%-6%
on the District assessments.
• Increase reading and
math proficiency on
State assessments by
the average percent of
statewide increase.
• For English Language
students
increase
speaking, listening, reading, and writing scores
on the WIDA and other
local assessments by
3%-6%.
• Youth voice will be included in School Improvement Plans and the
District
Improvement
Plan.
These are not the only
goals that exist throughout the district as we undergo many large-scale
projects and continuing
academic improvement.
These are specifically
designed to act as a set
of priorities for the whole
system, and upon which
we can measure our own
success.
As always, school
board meetings are held
on the second Wednesday of every month, 6:30
p.m. at 3201 Roosevelt
St. Please come and
participate
in
the
process.

Sept. 29 - Mass for people on prayer
list, 7 p.m.
Oct. 2 - Confirmation Mass 9 a.m.
Oct. 8 - Soup Kitchen, 2-4 p.m.
Oct. 15 - Polish Dinner Fundraiser,
4-7 p.m. Featuring Accordionist
Big Daddy Lackowski
Free enrollment for Sunday School

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Celebrating 93 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com
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Most Insurances Accepted

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.
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sive because many of
the city’s buildings are
old.
She said it doesn’t
make sense to install a
$100,000 system on a
building worth only
$50,000.
A discussion was held
on code violations issued to Henry Velleman,
who owns and manages
a couple dozen buildings
and lots on Jos. Campau. Many of his properties have remained
vacant for years, and
some of his lots are littered with trash.
The city’s building inspector said the district
court recently dismissed
a number of tickets issued to Velleman because
he
had
transferred ownership of
his properties to another
entity.
(Powell later said the
tickets were primarily
dismissed because the
city’s code requirements
Continued on page 4

St.
Florian

m
Bro

ects are on time and
should be completed
sometime in October.
Councilmember Miah
questioned a charge the
city pays to the Wayne
County Jail for housing
Hamtramck prisoners.
The city is charged $35
per prisoner each day
they are incarcerated.
Powell said she is
working on eliminating
that fee.
“I’ve been questioning
this the entire time,” she
said.
She added she has
been talking with the
county sheriff, and noted
that the city already pays
county property taxes
and a jail millage. The
added charge, she said,
is “triple dipping.”
Mayor Karen Majewski
questioned the city’s requirement for new businesses that open to
have a fire suppression
system installed. She
said installing such a
system can be expen-
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Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

City Hall Insider …
By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
Sept. 6. Councilmember
Andrea Karpinski and
Mohammed
Hassan
were absent. Before the
council meeting a work
session was held.
During that meeting
Councilmember Anam
Miah questioned the
cost of repairs to a fire
truck. He wondered if
the repairs were needed
because of excessive
use.
“Seems like the costs
are adding up,” he said.
Interim Fire Chief Dan
Hagen said the repairs
were part of normal service work. City Manager
Katrina Powell said she
will look at last year’s
cost of repairs to make a
comparison.
She noted that in the
past the city put off making repairs.
Mark Ragsdale, the Director of Public Works,
said the various street
and sewer repair proj-
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Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Dr. Meraj Yunus, D.O.

Carpenter
Walk-In Clinic

Specializing in
Adult & Pediatric Care

Inside Carpenter Medical Plaza

3120 Carpenter St.
Suite 201, Hamtramck

(313) 369-1001
fax (313) 364-1002

Conant Walk-In
Clinic

• All porcelain crowns,
bridges and veneers.
• Root Canal Treatment
including wisdom teeth.
• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.
• Invisible Dura flex
dentures and partials.
• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea
treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

• Family Plan IUD
• Adult Care
• All Physical Exams
• Blood Pressure &
Diabetes Management

• Immunizations
• Infertility
• OB/Gyn
• Pediatrics
We Accept All Insurance

12123 Conant St.
Hamtramck

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!

(313) 369-1000

9:30am-5:00pm • Closed Sun

fax (313) 369-2702

Al Shefa Family
Practice Clinic
28780 Ryan Rd.
12 Mile & Ryan
Warren, MI 48092

(586) 261-6201
fax (586) 261-4830

Cash
Patients

$

35

Visit
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Metro news …
It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so goes
Hamtramck. Our friends
over at modeldmedia.com
have been reporting on fascinating development projects for the past several
years.
With their permission,
here is an edited version of
this week’s story:
From samosa to daal to
biryani, the eclectic (and at
times delightfully spicy)
cuisine of Southern Asia
has gained a visible pres-

ence in Metro Detroit in recent years. It's a phenomenon
that
can
be
witnessed (and tasted)
quite readily at more than
two dozen local ethnic
markets in our region.
The emergence of a network of South Asian, or
Desi, food retailers here is
tied to an influx of immigrants from various parts
of the Indian subcontinent
(which includes countries
like Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri

Lanka) to Southeast Michigan over the last few
decades.
There are now around
60,000 South Asian-American families living in Michigan, mostly in Metro
Detroit, according to South
Asian American Voices for
Impact, a Canton-based
group that provides education, outreach, and advocacy services to the Desi
community.
Although it's come in different waves, much of the
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Suzy’s Bar is hosting a
fundraiser for breast cancer
awareness and research
Food, Fun, Music
and Attractive
People!!
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immigration from South
Asia to Metro Detroit has
happened
since
the
1990s.
When it comes to the
food of the Indian subcontinent, the cuisines of
India, Bangladesh and Pakistan have a lot in common. But there are still
regional specialties and
preferences like Hyderabadi biryani, a mixed rice
and meat dish that originated in India but is very
popular in Pakistan. And
Pakistanis tend to eat a
lot of red meat and a variety of biryani mixed rice
dishes. Vegetarian cuisine, on the other hand, is
very central to Hindus in
India.
Metro Detroit ethnic
markets run the gamut of
these traditions. Hamtramck is home to a number of markets catering to
these ethnic communities.
Perched on the corner
of Conant and Yemans in
Hamtramck,
Amanah
Poultry
&
Groceries
makes its home in a
sturdy brick building with a
big yellow sign proudly announcing its name in English and Bengali.
The shop—which carries a sizable assortment
of imported goods, frozen
foods and meats and is
known for its extremely
fresh chicken—is well-positioned to draw in folks
the
growing
from
Bangladeshi community
that makes its home in
Hamtramck and a nearby

Friday, September 23, 2016
slice of Detroit.
Amanah's owner is a
friendly fellow with a cap
and a long goatee named
Ahmed Hussain; he has a
good-spirited candor about
him that seems to fit well
with the name Amanah, an
Arabic word that refers to
the fulfilling or upholding of
trusts.
Born in the city of Sylhet,
Hussain immigrated to the
United States in the
1980s, following in the
footsteps of his father, a
sailor, and his brother, who
served in the U.S. Army. Although his first home in
this country was Queens in
New York City, he heard
about Hamtramck from his
brother, who had settled
here and found a job with
Ford. His sibling's tales of
cheap land and inexpensive living conditions in
Michigan eventually proved
too hard to resist.
"[My brother] went to
New York [to] vacation, and
when he came [back, he
took] me with him," says
Hussain. "We drive here,
and then I look, and I say:
'OK, no problem!' We did
buy this place and then
fixed everything."
At first, the brother was
the owner and Hussain
served as the shop's
butcher. Eventually, his sibling opened a travel
agency called Fair Sky
Travel, and Hussain ended
up owning the shop. He
now runs the place with
the help of his sons.
In addition to spices, rice
mixes, lentils, rice and a
nice assortment of pickles, the store offers a se-
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By David Sands

Road repairs
wrapping up





lection of fresh produce, including mangos from Pakistan that Hussain says
are as "sweet as honey."
The store also boasts an
ample selection of frozen
foods including kebabs,
chicken and beef patties,
fish (both Bangladeshispecific and more typical
U.S. varieties) and an oily
flatbread called paratha.
For many of the customers, however, the real
attraction is the fresh
chicken. Hussain has
been a butcher all his life
and slaughters the chicken
(and Turkey for Thanksgiving) himself.
"Our chicken is special.
Amish people raise [it] for
us, and we slaughter it [in
a special room in the back
of the store]," says Hussain. "We take the skin off
[and charge] $2.25 a
pound."
Hussain is an authorized
Halal slaughterer and has
also cooperated with a
rabbi to butcher chicken in
a kosher manner for Jewish holidays. The shop
gets brisk business from
Bangladeshis,
Indians,
Pakistanis and Yemenis in
the area. It used to get a
lot of Polish customers
too, but Hussain says
most of them have moved
on to the suburbs at this
point.
Hussain says he has no
complaints. Hamtramck is
thriving these days, and
business is good, a state
of affairs he attributes to
hard work and God's assistance.

work will be completed.
 all it will take another
In
three to four weeks to
complete.
The new sewer is expected to help reduce

basement flooding – a
problem that is widespread in the city when
heavy rains fall. But it is
only the first major step
in what will take upwards
of $40 million to finally
solve.
Funding sources for
the next round of repairs
has not yet been found.

City Hall Insider…
Continued from page 3

were found to be unconstitutional.)
During the regular
meeting, the council adjusted the city’s budget
to reflect a fire grant the
J  K    I
city
received. The grant
5:  . *    - A "'4 
the
  B <   -      3     compensates
salaries
for
12
firefight
,1.        C  D   (   
ers, and brings the
. * . *   :  . *       -   ' 
budget out of deficit
.  E

spending.
In other business,
Mayor Majewski noted
that there has recently
been renewed media interest in the city with the
upcoming elections. A
media team from Sweden was in town this
past week.
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A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.


Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
Cooperation will be key in
transforming Jos. Campau
One of Hamtramck’s
most prominent commercial property owners
has
come
under
scrutiny in the past couple of weeks.
A report in the online
publication Mlive.com
has stirred up a hornet’s nest, to say the
least.
We’re not going to get
into the details of the report or name the property owner in question,
but the report raised a
number
of
worthy
points.
The biggest issue it
raised was: what to do
with a person who stubbornly holds out from
leasing his many Jos.
Campau storefronts?
One thing we have
learned over the years

Celebration…
Our
friend Joy Gargano celebrated a milestone last
Saturday with a whole
bunch of friends and
family members. She
turned 50 years old, and
had quite a night at
PLAV Post 10 hall.
Gargano is a city employee who works in the
Treasurer’s Office, and
always has a smile for
those coming in to pay
their tax and water bills.
We wish her many
more birthdays to follow.
Sto Lat!
Art opening… Hamtramck’s own Hatch
Gallery will be presenting the works of 12
artists on Oct. 1. The exhibit is called “There is
No I In Hamtramck,” and
as you might guess
most of the artists are
from Hamtramck.
Included in the show
are
sculptures
by
Dmytro Szylak, who created Hamtramck Disneyland but passed away in
2015. Hatch Art purchased his properties
and is in the process of
restoring it back to its
former glory.
The exhibition is free

is not to gang up on this
person. The property
owner has his own, let’s
say peculiar, business
plan and what type of
business is desired.
Whatever the merits
of this business plan,
one thing is obvious:
many of the properties
have remained vacant
for years.
Community leaders
and residents were
quoted in the report saying that the empty storefronts have resulted in
Jos. Campau looking
like a ghost town. It also
has the effect, they
said, of turning off potential businesses from
locating here because it
appears the city is going
belly-up.
It is a frustrating situ-

ation to say the lease,
err, least.
There is one bright
spot in all this. City
Manager Katrina Powell
has added a city planner.
We think there could
be a powerful combination in the works to
begin working with the
property owner in question and coming up with
a new vision of filling
those empty spaces
that vex so many in this
community.
This is certainly going
to test the mettle of
Powell.
We wish the spirit of
cooperation to work its
magic in the community
and move things forward.

and open to the public.
The opening reception
is Saturday, October 1,
from 6 to 10 p.m.
Hatch Gallery is located in Hamtramck’s
former police station at
3456 Evaline St. For
complete information,
visit www.hatchart.org.

Artists include Sanda
Cook, Jeff Fournier, Jessica Frelinghuysen, Matt
Hunt, Laura Macintyre,
Luke MacGilvray, Robert
Piatek, Mariuca Rofick,
Clinton Snider, Dmytro
Szylak, Carl Wilson, and
Emily Wood.

Above: Joy Gargano, a city employee with the Treasurer’s Office, celebrated her 50th birthday at PLAV
Post 10 Hall last Saturday with friends and family.
Below: Some of her well-wishers gather for a photo.

Continued from front page
town to see the Pistons at
Cobo or the Tigers at the
Corner (by taking the
Chene bus to Cadillac
Square than walking); to
Northland Mall or Edgewater Park via the Conant
line.
It was 1966, a year when
I first felt the stirrings of
urban discovery and the allure of experience outside
family life. I became fascinated by streets and where
they went. Pouring over
maps after my adventures,
I plotted out how to get
from here to there, most
often by taking the less obvious routes. I was always
looking for new ways to
find unknown places and
neighborhoods.
It may seem odd that an
11-year-old boy would act
out his wanderlust in such
profound ways. In retrospect, I wonder how I did it,
keeping my explorations
secret from my parents.
Only once did I fail, when I
spent all my money and a
kind stranger gave me a
ride home from Grand Blvd
and Mt. Elliott. I was exposed and shamed. My
parents' eyes now on me,
my bus adventures began
to slow down.
But I continued to explore the city on foot and
on my bike, until it was
stolen from my yard in the
summer of 1967. Now
when I left Hamtramck with
my friends it was usually
just across the city limits,
to the train yard adjacent
to the Chrysler Lynch Road
Plant. We'd get there by
walking to the end of Caniff
and crossing Mt. Elliott,
where we'd find tadpoles,
frogs and crayfish in the
creeks and ponds alongside the tracks.
Only much later did it
occur to me that Hamtramck was ironbound on
every side of the city except to its north (though a
rail line did once run
across the top of McNichols and to the west side
of the Detroit.
This is one piece of the
proposed Inner Circle

Greenway that will eventually cut through Hamtramck. (More on this
project in the weeks to
come.)
In late August, Hamtramck artist Emily Wood
and I walked south on Conant, under the viaduct
where freight trains roll
back and forth each day, to
a neighborhood tucked
away on the far southeast
side of the city.
I was always fascinated
by this section of town. Before Dodge Main was demolished in 1979-80, it
bordered the eastern side
of the factory. There was
other big industry in the
area. Facing Conant and
hugging the diagonal railroad tracks was the Olsonite Corporation; Briggs
Manufacturing was farther
west along the tracks and
facing Miller St., as was
Polar Brand Ice Cream.
I remember when the
buildings that housed
them burned in the 1970s
and 1980s. Missant Corp
and an independent phone
company called LDMI
(Long Distance of Michigan)
Communications
spent time in the former
Olsonite property. It remains standing but is now
vacant and for sale.
Cutting left on Dorothy,
we walked east into one of
Hamtramck oldest residential districts. About 15
houses into our walk I
looked for the change in
asphalt that would tell us
we were stepping into Detroit. It was here, somewhere, but the street was
worn thin and it was impossible to see.
Maybe it would be easier
to see in the alley, between
Dorothy and Miller streets,
where we ran into Eric, who
said he'd been on Miller
St. since 1953, the year
he was born.
Did you go to Resurrection school, I asked? He
said he did. Do you remember Worm, he lived
around here probably
around the same time you
were growing up? (Worm is

Christopher Przybycien, an
old friend from the 1970s
I have not seen for
decades.) "No," he said, "I
don't remember any
Worms."
I walked over to a part of
the alley where the pavement changed in texture. I
asked Eric if this is where
Hamtramck and Detroit
city limits meet? He said it
was.
We cut through a vacant
lot to Miller and walked
left, to the parking lot by
the Masjid Mu'ath Bin
Jabal mosque and Oakland International Academy that had once been
Resurrection school and
church.
We saw some people
painting the curb at the intersection of Dwyer St. The
young man who was leading the group told us he
was Khalil Refai, one of
the chaplains of the Hamtramck Police Department.
He talked about the work
that the Yemeni American
Leadership Association
was doing, that the group
had new offices on Conant
between Harold and Casmere streets above the
hookah shop.
Years ago, before my
time, this neighborhood
had a small cinema, the
Oliver Theater, at the corner of Mt. Elliott and Oliver
St. Residential urban subdivisions extended east to
Van Dyke and beyond, to
Gratiot, and then to the far
east side. The neighborhood anchored by the
mosque is one of the few
left intact along this Detroit-Hamtramck border.
We walked to a spot on
Dwyer St. where Emily took
a spot standing up and
sketched the back of a
building that faced Miller.
The business at the front
of the building is called
Aswak Sook Al-Melh.
On the opposite corner
is a Yemeni grocery store.
Much of the signage in this
densely populated and vibrant neighborhood is in
Arabic. Kids are everywhere, life spills out into
the streets. It's a friendly,
welcoming place.
The light was beginning
to fade. As the "magic
hour" approached a group
of boys gathered around
us. They wanted the artist
to draw them. They tried to
guess our ages and asked
us to guess theirs.
A man rolled up in a
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When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

Phone (313) 874-2100

Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

69 29

$

$

$190 Value!

$75 Value!

Friday, September 23, 2016
We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E AV E R A G E A D U L T I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Call today to schedule your
FREE private implant consultation.

KK Dr. Kabra
PEARL DENTAL

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

CALL NOW 313.870.9423

Coming events
SATURDAY, Oct. 1, 3-8 p.m. – Our Lady
Queen of Apostles will host a Fall Festival in
the Activity Center (entrance on Harold). The
event features a meatball dinner for $10,
pierogi dinner for $8, Kielbasa on a bun $4,
hot dogs $2, beer and wine for adults, 50/50
& tin can raffle.
SATURDAY, October 8, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and
McDougall. Drop off your recyclables for free.

AUCTION ONLINE BIDDING ONLY
Commercial Building, Store w/
,QYHQWRU\,QFOXGHGDQG$SDUWPHQWV

2&7$030

11691 Lumpkin St., Hamtramck, MI 48212

For All Your
Real Estate Needs!
Ben Bawazir
Realtor

313-424-9962

All bidding done at:

13530 Michigan Ave., Ste. 331
— Dearborn —

ZZZ/XPSNLQ6WFRP
David Brooks III

248.499.0620
Keller Williams Woodward Market Center
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

2709 Holbrook St.
— Hamtramck —

www.BenBawazir.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

586-997-9900

8625 Jos. Campau

danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

PRICE
REDUCED!

John Ulaj

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

28840 Waverly
Roseville

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
S h oe s

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

7345 Woodbine,
Worth Township MI
1,265 square ft. ranch
located 4 ½ miles south
of Lexington in the Blue
Water Beach Subdivision.
3 Bedrooms, 1 ½ Baths,
2 ½ Car Garage. Also includes an extra wooded
lot. Private beach, park
and boat launch.

$109,900

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Near 12 mile &
Utica Rd.
3-bedroom brick/vinyl
ranch built in 2000.
Freshly painted,
brand-new carpeting,
full basement.
Large 50’ x 135’ lot!

Certified
Residential
Specialist
Building for Sale
3425 Caniff, Hamtramck.
Requires a new roof,
structurally strong.

Building for Sale

Take a photo tour at:
http://tour.remax-detroit.com
/home/MD3HY2/28840Waverly-Roseville-MI-31303304

$99,900
Call Dan Today!

HUD Certified

3429 Caniff, Hamtramck.
New owner occupied, as-is
condition.

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Call (313) 874-2100

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration
Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill can be heard
every Thursday at 11:00 am-11:15 am.

Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Multi-Family Homes
2429 Faber - $74,900 - NEW!
9374 Mitchell - $84,900 - PENDING!
3036 Roosevelt - $84,900 - PENDING!
Single Family Homes
3199 Lehman - $119,900 NEW!
11587 Lumpkin - $49,900 NEW!
2394 Zinow - $59,900
12016 Lumpkin St. - $34,500 PRICE REDUCED!
Romeo
297 W. St. Clair - $130,000 PRICE REDUCED!
Vacant Land
Sutton Rd., Dryden - $29,900 NEW!
Chalet Rd., Dryden Twp - 10 acres - $124,900 - NEW!
17.75 acres, 15 Mile Rd. - $299,900 - NEW!
1108 Christine Dr., Lapeer - $74,900 - NEW!

Dryden
5376 Casey Rd. - $209,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
4761 Bishop Rd. - $239,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Goodland Twp.
2575 N. Van Dyke Rd. - $329,900
Sterling Heights
15010 Alma - $169,900 PENDING!
Lapeer
1111 Gwen - $145,000 - NEW!
2445 Hunters Creek Rd. - $299,000 NEW!
85 E. Rosemary - $169,900 - PENDING!
Clyde Township
5020 N. River Rd. - $89,900 NEW!

Warren
26732 Patricia - $99,900 NEW!
Addison Twp.
2574 Lake George Rd. - $449,900 NEW!

Land Contracts
Available on Many
of my properties!
26732 Patricia
Warren
$99,900 NEW!

Call for more information

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

ROOM
FOR RENT

CAR FOR SALE

Lower apt. for rent,
Hamtramck, 2 br., living
rm., kitchen, dining rm.,
wood floors, very good location, $650/mo. + deposit, credit references
required, electric, gas
separate, call Grace at
248-202-8455 or George
at 313-285-9095. 10/7

Hamtramck, single room
for gentleman, all utilities included, $300/mo.
+ deposit, 586-3446383. 9/30

99 Chevy Monte Carlo,
dark blue, runs very
good, no dents, clean interior, $1000 or best
offer, 586-751-1220. 9/23

HOUSE FOR SALE

Phone (313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Sept. 13-19.

2004 Chevy S10 Blazer,
new tires, brakes, muffler, air, runs excellent,
clean, some rust, $1850
or best offer, 313-5754709. 9/30

Tuesday, September 13
• A resident in the
11300 block of Fleming
complained that a neighbor’s pit bull jumped the
fence and attempted to
attack three smaller dogs.
The owner of the pit bull
denied the accusation
and said her pit bull was
chained up all day.
• A resident was arrested for passing a counterfeit $100 bill and being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.
• At 10:45 p.m. two residents and a Lincoln Park
resident were robbed at
gunpoint by four males
while in the 2300 block of
Poland. The suspects
stole two cell phones, a
wallet, handbag, debit
card and $40 in cash.
• At almost midnight a
woman in the 2600 block
of Holmes asked officers
for help in leaving her
house. She said she was
afraid of her boyfriend and
with the assistance of officers she was able to
leave the residence with
her baby without being
harmed.
• At 12:30 a.m. a Warren resident attempted to
pick up a family member
near Hanley and Gallagher
when a man grabbed his
family member by the hair
and shoved her into a car.

Hamtramck, beautiful
brick, 5 rms., 2 living
rms., kitchen, dining, full
12875 St. Louis, 2 br.
basement, central heat
upper and 2 br. lower, livand air conditioning,
ing, dining, bath, large
YARD SALE
garage, sprinkler sysunits, full basement with
tem, back and front of
lower unit, call Palo or Dihouse, asking $99k Last chance yard sale,
anne, 248-659-2278,
cash, no land contract, 2721 Evaline, Saturday
248-659-2325.
313-790-4621. 9/30
September 24th, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Everything
Nice apartment in HamWarren, beautiful colo- must go. 9/23
tramck, 3 br., 1st floor,
nial, 12 ½ Mile, between
$600/mo. + $600 secuDequindre and Ryan, 4
HELP WANTED
rity deposit, 313-737br., 2 ½ bath, 1800 sq.
5384. 9/23
ft., close to Mosque,
3 br. apartment, nice shopping, school, freearea, large apartment, lo- way, remodeled with cencated on Caniff, appli- tral air, washer, dryer,
included, move in ready, asking
ances
313-610hardwood floors, freshly $185,000,
painted, new kitchen 8371. 9/30
Buddy’s Pizza
$700/mo.,
cabinets,
Now Taking
313-516-9806. 9/23

Applications
All Positions

Deadline for
classifieds for next
week is
Thursday at Noon

Apply 3-5 PM
at 17125 Conant
Detroit, MI 48212
(313) 892-9001
Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error occurred. We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified advertisement.

$20 for one week
$25 for two weeks
$40 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad

The Warran resident said
he was then assaulted by
four males. He declined to
press charges.
• At about 2:30 a.m. a
resident was arrested
after a traffic stop for driving without a license. The
resident had been previously convicted of this offence nine times. A
passenger was arrested
for possessing an open intoxicant.
• An employee at a
business in the 9400
block of Conant reported
someone keyed her car.
• At 10 a.m. two males
were arrested at Jos.
Campau and Caniff for
possessing an open intoxicant, loitering and possessing narcotics.
• A resident reported
being sexually assaulted
at Jos. Campau and Hanley.
• A Detroit resident said
the father of her child
forcibly took their son
from her mother’s house
on Belmont. The father
later had his sister return
the child.
• At about 9 p.m. a Detroit resident was arrested
for attempting to sexually
assault a woman.
Wednesday, September
14
• At about 1 p.m. a person was arrested for
being disorderly after a report of a disturbance at
Conant and Caniff.

7

• A Detroit resident was
stabbed during an argument on Doremus.
Thursday, September 15
• At 10:30 p.m. a resident in the 5000 block of
Caniff reported seeing a
man trying to break into
his neighbor’s house. The
suspect fled before officers arrived.
• A Holbrook resident
reported a person he
knows stole his laptop
from his apartment on
Holbrook.
• A woman reported the
theft of her 1999 Pontiac
from the 3900 block of
Evaline.
• At about 1 p.m. a perreported
being
son
robbed at gunpoint by two
males after using an ATM
on Jos. Campau and Caniff. The suspects fled on
foot.
• At about 4 p.m. a
woman reported that
while walking to her car in
the area of Jos. Campau
and Jacob, a male
snatched her purse and
ran away.
• Officers responded to
a report of two suspects
attempting to start fights
in Veterans Park. One of
the suspects was seen
with a handgun. The suspects were last seen running away.
Friday, September 16
• A woman reported her
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
HEATING & COOLING

6/30/13

We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,
Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN SERVICES

10% OFF

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Ask for Details

Service
Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Installation
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Repairs
Since 1965.
Fast Same Day Service
• Licensed & Insured
Radio Dispatched
• Residential & Commercial

Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job Installation or Repair

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913

Not to be combined with any other offer.

FREE ESTIMATES

IN “VINCE” ABLE
PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

PAINTING

Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

www.waterworkplumbing.com

Let Our Service Directory
Do the Work For You!
Call Dave (313) 874-2100

12/30/16

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

COUNSELING
I am the door, if any one enters by me, they will be saved.
— Gospel of John 10:9

Rev. Lawrence Matthew Ventline

Doctor of Ministry (D.MIN); Doctor of Philosophy (PH.D.);
Pastor; Board Certified Professional Counselor for 40 years

Email: LAWRENCEMATTHEWVENTLINE@GMAIL.COM

Tel: 586.925.7617

Found Forgotten, Faith A Way
OLIVIA HUSSEY IN 'MOTHER TERESA,' SUNDAY, Sept. 25th,
3 pm, AMC STAR SOUTHFIELD, 25333 W 12 Mile, Southfield. Free.
313.407.2284 iCtheLight@mail.com

WWW.RELIGIONROOTSRELATIONSHIPS.BLOGSPOT.COM

POWDER COATING

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352
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Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Jackie Starr 3904 Belmont, Hamtramck

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect Hedy Shulgon 2622 Belmont, Hamtramck 48212

For every $100 spent in locally owned business,
$68 returns to the community
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source: the350project.net

!

We Fix
Phones!

Continued from page 7
daughter as missing. The
juvenile later returned
home.
• A person was arrested
for obstruction following
an investigation.
• A man was arrested
for domestic violence
after hitting his wife.
• A woman reported
being assaulted by her
boyfriend.
• A person was arrested
after a traffic stop for
being disorderly.
• A man reported juveniles damaged his car
after they threw rocks at
it.

someone they know.
• A business owner in
the 8800 block of Conant
reported a break-in.
• Officers responded to
a report of a couple in the
area of Lumpkin and Caniff taking drugs. The couple
was
found
unresponsive and taken
to Detroit Receiving Hospital.
Monday, September 19
• At a little after midnight officers responded
to gunshots being fired in
the area of the 12000

block of Grand Haven. A
male was arrested at the
site for obstruction and
being wanted on warrant.
• A break-in was reported in the 2400 block
of Casmere. Jewelry was
reported missing.
• A resident reported
receiving harassing phone
calls from a male claiming
she won a sweepstakes
and needed to send
money to him to hold the
prize. When the woman
refused, the man began
making sexual advances.
• A St. Aubin resident
reported a break-in and
the theft of assorted
items.

!

9118 JOSEPH CAMPAU
HAMTRAMCK MI 48212

313-874-2272
Hanley International Academy

Saturday, September 17
• A city employee in the
Treasurer’s Office reported a person passed a
counterfeit $5 bill.
• An employee of a
business in the 9500
block of Jos. Campau reported a suspect wrestled
a gaming system from his
hand and ran off with it.
• A resident in the
2900 block of Council reported someone damaged his screen door.
Sunday, September 18
• Officers took a report
of a broken window from a
residence in the 12000
block of Dyar.
• Officers took a report
of a break-in at a residence in the 12000 block
of Dequindre.
• A Dorothy resident reported being assaulted by
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2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

Continued from page 5
minivan and offered us
copies of the Koran. He
asked Emily if she would
be interested in giving
some Yemeni women immersive English lessons.
We walked west on Dwyer
to Conant, turned back
onto Winkleman, then
found a sidewalk that cut
from there to Sallan St.
and onto Conant.
The sun was hugging the
horizon as we walked back
to the central part of the
city. I looked south and, in

the distance, through the
trees, saw rays of sunlight
reflecting off the glass of
the General Motors building downtown. I took a picture of it but it looked
much better to my naked
eye.
Walter Wasacz walks and
writes in Hamtramck,
where he was born and still
lives. To see more of Emily
Wood's art, go to emilyjanewood.com
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ZUSSMAN PARK - CITY HALL!
3401 Evaline Street
Hamtramck, MI 48212
OCTOBER 1, 2016
3-5 PM

• Games & Activities
• FREE Snacks & Safety Information
• Fire Trucks and Police Car “Open House”

4 PM SHARP: TUG OF WAR:
Hamtramck Firefighters
vs. Hamtramck Police!

