
• Tightness in your chest
• Shortness of breath
• Heaviness or pain in your legs

• High blood pressure
• Dizziness
• Smoking
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Early diagnosis can prevent heart attacks and strokes!

Fuad F. Katbi ~ Cardiologist
Diplomat, American Board of Cardiovascular Disease, American Board of Nuclear

Cardiology, American Board of Internal Medicine.
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This weekend is going
to be very special.
The Review’s city tele-

phone directory is being
delivered starting today
(Friday, May13). The di-
rectory will be hand-de-
livered to every single
household in the city as
well as the surrounding
neighborhoods on the
Detroit side of the bor-
der.
We’re very proud of this

year’s directory, and we
think you will also be im-
pressed. 
If you don’t get your

copy by next week or if
you need extras, stop by
our office at 3020 Caniff.
Also, remember that to-

morrow, Saturday, May
14, the monthly recycla-
ble collection program is
underway at the city park-
ing lot on Caniff at Mc-
Dougall. You can drop off
items from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Who said this, and what
is it about? You can
find the quote and the
story it belongs to
somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“The hardest thing
about doing nothing
is deciding when to
stop doing nothing.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

NOW OPEN!
Hamtramck Pediatrics
12033 Conant St. • Hamtramck

313-366-4000
Cell 248-346-3537

Board Certified Pediatrician

Dr. Monir Khan 
F.C.P.S (BD), M.D., F.A.A.P.

Travel Shots • Immigration Physicals
SUNDAY FREE CLINIC! 

by appt. only (for ages 0-21)

NOW OPEN!
Hamtramck Pediatrics
12033 Conant St. • Hamtramck

313-366-4000
Cell 248-346-3537

Travel Shots • Immigration Physicals
SUNDAY FREE CLINIC! 

The Hamtramck Review salutes our military and 
President Barack Obama for a job well done in 

serving justice that was long overdue.

Hard Rock Café
Charity Event

45 Monroe Street
Detroit, MI  48226

Wednesday 
May 18th

Danny D will be 

performing

Rod Stewart Tribute
6:00 pm performance!

By Alan R. Madeleine
The days of Dickinson West

using St. Ladislaus’ old ele-
mentary school building are
nearly through.
Per a memo released by

Public School Superintendent
Tom Niczay this past Monday,
the Archdiocese of Detroit
has been formally notified of
the district’s intention to relo-
cate Dickinson West back
into one of their own build-
ings, in this case Kosciuszko
Middle School on Burger St.
Also per the memo, the dis-

trict gives notice of a meeting
for parents this coming
Wednesday, May 18, where
there will be a power point
presentation given on how
things will work in the new
arrangement. A Q&A session
will immediately follow this
presentation.

The district also plans a pa-
rade on June 9, a symbolic
walk over from the old St.

By David Piestrzynski
Special to The Review
Anyone interested in buy-

ing an elementary school?
St. Ladislaus Elementary

will soon be on the market.
As a result of declining en-

rollment and budget cuts,
the Hamtramck Public
School system will no longer
be leasing the building from
the parish.

The school system had
been leasing St. Ladislaus
Elementary since 1998. The
lease expires at the end of
July.
Rev. Andrew Wesley, ad-

ministrator of the parish,
said St. Ladislaus is cur-
rently looking for potential
buyers but conceded it’s a
difficult seller’s market.
“There are so many build-

ings available all over,” he
said. “People have choices,
and they’re all trying to get
the best deal for their
money.”
According to Wesley, the

building is best used as a
school, but the parish has
no intention of re-opening it.
“If the Hamtramck Public

Schools don’t have enough
students, then we don’t ei-

ther,” he said. “Keeping it is
too much of a burden to for
the parish.”
The Archdiocese of Detroit

is hoping St. Ladislaus can
find a fast resolution with
the building.
Joe Kohn, a spokesman for

the Detroit Archdiocese, said
it would be to the benefit of
the parish for the building to
be sold or occupied.

By Charles Sercombe
There are some new and

some familiar faces lining up
for the August Primary Elec-
tion.
So far, 15 candidates have

entered the race for three City
Council seats. Two of the
three seats are being vacated
by Councilmembers Catrina
Stackpoole and Shahab
Ahmed. Both councilmem-
bers decided against seeking
re-election.
That leaves just one incum-

bent in the race: Councilmem-
ber Cathie Gordon.

The line-up could change by
the end of today (Friday, May
13). That’s the last day candi-
dates can opt out of the elec-
tion.
As of Thursday, the day The

Review went to press, the fol-
lowing candidates will be on
the August ballot: 
Richard Fabiszak
Dilshad Chowdhury
Mohammed D. Hussain
Ian Perrotta
Kathleen Bittner
Roger Lamm
Robert A. Zwolak

For now,
city’s tax
takes a hike
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck is following in

the footsteps of a number of
suburban communities by
passing a small property tax
increase.
At Tuesday’s City Council

meeting, councilmembers en-
gaged in a lengthy debate
over a 2.2 mill tax increase
despite numerous budget
work sessions in recent
weeks in which the topic was
covered.
At this point, the tax pro-

posal is not a done deal. The
tax was wrapped within the
city’s budget for 2012 and the
new water and sewer rates.
Tuesday’s vote approved the
total package, but a second
vote is required at the next
council meeting, scheduled
for May 24.
That will be the final vote.

Although the vote was a solid
4-2, in Hamtramck anything
can happen until the very last
minute.
Councilmembers Mo-

hammed Hassan and Kazi
Miah voted against the tax.
Hassan insisted the city
should first seek contract
concessions from the police
and fire unions before resort-
ing to a tax increase.
Miah said that, if the city

raises taxes, residents will
move out.
The tax will generate

$425,000 a year. For the av-
erage homeowner, the in-
crease will translate into an
extra $50 to $55 a year, said
Finance Director Nevrus
Nazarko.
During the debate, Nazarko

stressed that the city has cut
as much as it can. He said
that at some point, the city
has to raise additional rev-
enue.
Although it appears prop-

erty owners may not like the
tax hike, but they have little to
complain about because in re-
cent years they have enjoyed
a tax break. Three years ago,
11 mills fell off the city’s tax
rolls after a lawsuit award was
paid in full.

The final bell is about to ring for Dickinson West

St. Lad’s Parish faces tough sell for
former school

City Council election has 15 contenders

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

In several weeks Dickinson West Elementary School will be
no more. The public school district is transferring students
out of the former St. Ladislaus school to other public school
buildings in order to save money.



Anam A. Miah
Donald M. Kosin
Susan Dunn Rahdar
Abusayed MD Mahfuz
Abdul Algazali
Steve Shaya
Catherine Gordon
Shokat Chowdhurye
Perennial candidates

Richard Fabiszak, Robert
Zwolak and Abdul Algazali
are once again seeking of-
fice. Algazali had previously
been on council but instead
of seeking re-election to his
seat, he went head-to-head
with Karen Majewski for the
Mayor’s seat two years ago.
Steve Shaya has also

sought a council seat previ-
ously. He sits on the city’s
Plan Commission, and he
also works for a contractor
employed by the city. Anam
Miah, Mohammed Hussain
and Susan Rahdar have

also previously taken a stab
at winning a council seat.
Rahdar is notable for her

involvement with the Con-
cerned Citizens for a Better
Hamtramck, which improp-
erly challenged over 40 vot-
ers – mostly those with
Arabic sounding last names
– in the 1999 election.
As a result, the Justice De-

partment sent in monitors
for several elections after-
ward to make sure voters’
rights were not violated.
Rahdar also challenged

Councilmember Shahab
Ahmed to a boxing match

during a past Meet the Can-
didates forum, apparently in
response to allegations that
Ahmed assaulted his former
wife.
Kathleen Bittner is well-

known in the community for
her family’s business, The
Polish Art Center on Jos.
Campau. Bittner was a co-
organizer of last year’s suc-
cessful Hamtramck Labor
Day Festival, and will once
again help organize this
year’s festival.
Ian Perrotta is a former re-

porter with The Review
newspaper and is still asso-

ciated with the paper as
copy editor.
Only one would-be candi-

date who pulled a petition
did not return it. Former
Councilmember Alan Shul-
gon apparently decided to
duck out of this election.
If all 15 candidates re-

main in the race, they will
square-off August 2. Out of
that field, the top six candi-
dates will move on to the
November Election for one
of the three council seats.
Each seat is a four-year
term.

This week at the library...
Movie Screening "Tony & Janina’s American

Wedding" - Friday, May 20 at 7 p.m. A deportation
love story produced by Ruth Leitman, based on
a history of a family torn apart after establishing
roots in America over many years. Admission is
free.
 "Animals of Hamtramck" Photo Contest - If

you want to share a unique beauty of your pet or
any other local animal join us by taking photos
of your furry friends. Submit no more than three
pictures to the Library before Memorial Day. Con-
test winners will be announced on Saturday, June
4 at 2 p.m. during the opening of the "Animals
of Hamtramck" photo exhibit.
Registrations for Summer Reading Program:

All children are invited to register for the Library’s
2011 Summer Program series which will start on
Wednesday, June 29 with a 1 p.m. party for all
who have registered.
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, May 14 at

10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor for
the ESL class for beginners. Everyone is invited.
Free to the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, May 14 at

noon. All children are invited to library storytime.
Join us on a hunt to butterflies, using butterfly
wind catchers, in the community garden, right
after reading, "Butterflies" by Fran Howard.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Mon-

day, May 16at 11 a.m. Adults with basic com-
puter skills can enhance their computer literacy
each Monday at the library. Number of partici-
pants is limited to available computers. 

Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, May 17 at 4 p.m.
Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math club and
math tutoring.
Making Credit Work For You - Money Builder

Workshop - May 17, 12:30 - 3 p.m. Free work-
shop organized by Wayne Metropolitan Commu-
nity Action Agency for library patrons. To register,
call (734) 824-6999 ext. 220, or the library at
(313) 365-7050.
Keeping Your Credit in Check - Money Builder

Workshop - May 17, 4 - 6:30 p.m. Free workshop
organized by Wayne Metropolitan Community Ac-
tion Agency for library patrons. To register, call
(734) 824-6999 ext. 220, or the library at (313)
365-7050.
Computer Classes for Beginners – Wednesday,

May 18 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on com-
puter use for beginners will be held on Tuesdays.
Number of participants is limited to available
computers.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, May 18 at 3:30

p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the library.
Come and enjoy our feature presentation, which
includes free popcorn and snacks.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, May

19 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy and
Treasurer George Gorday, invite all members and
volunteers to participate in the regular monthly
meeting and election meeting of the FHPL.
Math Kangaroom Award Ceremonies - Tuesday,

June 7 at 5 p.m. Please join us for the award cer-
emonies of state and national Math Kangaroo
Test award winners for 2011. Refreshments will
be served.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Educational Excellence
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Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

Legal Notice Regarding Zoning
The following individuals have made an appeal to the Zoning

Board of Appeals for variance:
• Tenant Yazan A. Musleh, on behalf of the owner Abdul Rah-

man Alnajar, property located 8910 Jos. Campau
• Owner Halal Algahaim, property located at 8842 Jos. Cam-

pau
Variance requests for the following section of Zoning Ordi-

nance 497 of the City of Hamtramck is as follows:
VI – 2.02.2. Permitted Commercial Uses
f. Butchers that do not process live farm animals. 
A public hearing will be held in the Council Chambers of City

Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212, on Wednesday,
June 1, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. thus affording the opportunity of
your input being recorded on this appeal for a modification of
zoning on the premises described above.
Any variation or modification granted by the Board would have

no bearing on private restrictions.  You may appear, authorize
others to represent you, or you may express your views in writ-
ing.  Communications must be received before the date of the
hearing. 
Zoning Board of Appeals

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
(RFQ)

The City of Hamtramck is seeking to create a list of qual-
ified, experienced property development entities for devel-
opment services for approximately thirty (30) to fifty (50)
properties in the City.  The thirty (30) to fifty (50) properties
will consist of a combination of new construction infill
housing and scattered site single-family rehabilitation.
For the full REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) please

visit the City of Hamtramck website at www.hamtramck.us,
or email jfriedmann@hamtramckcity.com, or obtain a paper
copy from the City of Hamtramck Clerk’s Office located at
3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI 48212
A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at 10:00 AM,

Tuesday, May 24, 2011, in the City Council Chambers,
Hamtramck City Hall (2nd Floor), 3401 Evaline, Ham-
tramck, MI 48212.
Responses to the REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)

are due at 4:00 PM, Tuesday, May 31, 2011.  No late re-
sponses will be accepted.

Lad’s Caniff St. location to
Kosciuszko. The older kids in
grades fourth through sixth
will make the trek first, start-
ing at about 9 a.m., with the
first through third grades fol-
lowing at around noon.
Parents are currently being

surveyed -- for a second time
-- on their intentions of keep-
ing their children in the dis-
trict.  The initial survey,
conducted a short while back,
seemed to indicate that most
parents were at least willing
to give the new arrangement
a try.
Niczay said that about “85

to 90 percent” of parents in-
dicated, on the first survey,

that they would be staying.
The remainder, he said, were
for example renters, who
weren’t sure they’d be staying
in the area, or in a few cases
parents simply looking for
“greener pastures.”
“We can’t blame a parent

for trying to find the best situ-
ation for their kids,” Niczay
admitted.
Perhaps a few who were in-

tent on leaving had some
trepidation that their children
were being asked to share
space with older, more ma-
ture children? 
Niczay downplayed that,

saying it was really just more
about numbers – some peo-

ple are always leaving be-
tween school years. Ham-
tramck deals with that more
than other districts, since it
has a higher percentage of
renters.
The move out of St. Lad’s

school comes as the district
faces a $4 million budget
deficit.
“We were simply unable to

keep up with the costs of re-
maining in that building,”
Niczay said. “Rent for the
year cost us $192,000. Utili-
ties ran us another
$276,966.”
The students in grades first

through fourth will be moved
into 10 portable classrooms.

Niczay said the facilities are
outfitted with air conditioning,
are newly carpeted, and each
have their own private toilets.
Grades fifth and sixth would

be incorporated into class-
rooms in the main building,
available due to the generally
declining enrollment. As the
numerous charter schools,
and the availability of other
nearby districts such as War-
ren’s, pick up more of the
local kids, you can be sure
more consolidations are likely
to follow.
For next year, at least,

Kosciuszko will be brimming
with kids. 

The final bell is about to ring for Dickinson West
Continued from front page

City Council election has 15 contenders
Continued from front page

Public Budget Hearing will be held for the 
following Public School Academy:

Hamtramck - 11420 Conant, Hamtramck -
May 25th, 6:00pm

Copies of the Budget for the listed Public School
Academy will be available at the school office.



“At the dark end of the
street that is where we al-
ways meet hiding in shadows
where we don't belong living
in darkness, to hide alone 
“You and me, at the dark

end of the street 
You and me”

“Dark End of the Street”

By Charles Sercombe
For furtive lovers, there is

indeed a dark end of the
street in Hamtramck.
Unfortunately for those liv-

ing on Holbrook from Conant
to Lumpkin who have no se-
cret hook-up, night after
night is almost pitch black
because the streetlights
have been out for months
now.
The problem?
DTE Energy has told city of-

ficials that the lines running
from pole to pole are old and
are breaking down. Trying to
find the source of the break
is no easy task, said Martin
Ladd, Hamtramck’s Director
of Public Works.
The upshot is that DTE

plans to replace the entire
system on Holbrook and
also on a stretch along Co-
nant that is also experienc-
ing problems.
Ladd said he was told the

work will begin in June.
Until then, for lovers, Hol-

brook at night is the place to
meet. For everyone else,
keep your porch lights on at
night.
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11303 Jos Campau11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Inventory Reduction

SALE!
Deep discounts on many items!

Inventory Reduction

SALE!
Deep discounts on many items!

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

3470 Holbrook • 313.875-6614

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT!! 

EVERYDAY SPECIAL!

12" Tubby's 
Famous Sub

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.

+ tax

SAT & SUN SPECIAL!

12" Steak 
& Cheese
NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.

+ tax

EVERYDAY SPECIAL!

Buy One, Get One

FREE!
Must present coupon.

With purchase of 
2 medium drinks.
Second sub must be of
equal or lesser value.
Chicken and turkey will

be 50¢ more.

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm
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By David Piestrzynski
Special to The Review
After eight decades in busi-

ness, Mostek Paint and Glass
Co. is still going strong.
Later this year, the store will

celebrate its 80th anniver-
sary.
According to Ray Klos, Pres-

ident of Mostek, which is lo-
cated on Jos. Campau, the
secret to the store’s success
has been a personal touch.
“It’s employee owned,” he

said. “Everybody here has a
vested interest.”
All eight Mostek employees

share ownership. In the
1980s, the original owners of

the business, Joe and Carolyn
Mostek, decided to step
down from the paint and
glass business. But rather
that closing or selling the
store, they turned ownership
over to their employees.
“That’s really kept us

going,” said Klos. “People
usually remember us after
coming here. A lot of busi-
ness comes from referrals.”
Many of Mostek’s employ-

ees have experience, to go
along with their share of own-
ership in the store. For exam-
ple, Klos has been with
Mostek for 37 years. Also,
Jim Henri, the store’s man-

ager, has been there for 27
years, and employee Jim Si-
wicki has 25 years of experi-
ence.
Some of the store’s recent

retirees had even longer ca-
reers. Richard Musialowski
was at Mostek for 48 years,
and Joe Ketchie spent 47
years there.
When employees retire or

leave the store, it’s handled

with a buyout from the other
owners.
Employees with this much

experience, and personal in-
vestment are features that
very few of the large chain
stores can claim.
Klos said these attributes

have been crucial in getting
the store through the past
few years, which have been
challenging in this economy.

‘Personal touch’ is key to success
for Mostek company

Repairs to start on 
Holbrook streetlights



By Charles Sercombe
The City Council met on

May 10, and all councilmem-
bers were present. The meet-
ing ran for a little over
one-and-a-half hours.
Taxes. It’s universal. No one

likes them. You can add to
that list an increase in the
water and sewer rates. Put it
all together, and you’ve got a
packed council meeting and a
guaranteed lengthy debate.
Perennial Candidate Robert

Zwolak led the charge against
a proposed property tax rate
that the council would later
discuss.
And perennial candidate

Abdul Algazali also took issue
with the proposed increase of
2.2 property mills that is in-
cluded in the new city budget
that will kick in July 1.
Algazali said many people

are unemployed and are hav-
ing a hard time making ends
meet. He said instead of rais-
ing taxes, the council should
cut expenses.
“If we want the city to sur-

vive we have to make cuts,”
Algazali said.
He also said the police and

fire unions must pitch in and
make contract concessions.
There was a whole lot more

discussed about the proposal
later in the meeting. But be-
fore the council got to that
topic, a lengthy talk was held
on how to proceed with a re-
view of the city manager’s job
performance.
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski, who has been
spearheading the effort, sug-
gested the council meet and
talk about each member’s re-
view and come up with goals

for the city manager.
Mayor Karen Majewski

noted that in the past she
has had a hard time getting
councilmembers to partici-
pate in the review. 
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don asked City Manager Bill
Cooper if there was anything
in the review form he finds ob-
jectionable. Cooper said he
had reviewed the form but
would like to look at it once
more.
Other than that, he said, he

had no objections.
Councilmember Jankowski

smirked, sort of, saying
Cooper had the form for
about month and questioned
the need for him to take an-
other day or two to review it.
Cooper shot back: “I’ve

been kind of busy with a few
other things.”
Long story made short: the

council agreed to meet in
closed session after the May
24 council meeting to dis-
cuss Cooper’s review.
(Editor’s note: By law, Cooper

can -- and did -- demand that
his review be held in closed
session.)
OK, on to the main bout in

the evening’s meeting. The
council was presented with a
resolution that was actually
the first step in a two-step
process in adopting not only
the 2012 budget, but also the
water and sewer rates as well
as the property tax rate.
There was plenty to chew

on, but as some pointed out,
no fat.
First up was Councilmem-

ber Gordon, who asked what
budget was being considered.
Cooper said it’s a version of
the 2012 budget that he sub-
mitted to the council the pre-
vious night, but did not
include the changes the coun-
cil asked for. He said by the
next council meeting, when
the second reading takes
places, the revised budget
will be in place.
Gordon, repeating a theme

from the previous night’s
budget session, called the
proposed budget “unrealis-
tic.”
(Editor’s note: Some context

is needed here. The budget re-
lies on significant contract
concessions from the police
and fire unions, which so far
seems as unlikely as the re-
turn of 5 cent draft beer.)
Gordon also asked if the

proposal before the council
also includes the property tax
increase of 2.2 mills. Yep, it
did.

Gordon said the tax matter
should be voted on sepa-
rately.
(Editor’s note: Also just for

the record, this tax increase
does not need the approval of
voters. The tax raises the city’s
tax rate to its legal limit. Any-
thing higher would then re-
quire voter approval.)
Gordon went on to say that

“I don’t have a problem with
the 2.3 mills.” 
So, you’re probably wonder-

ing what did Gordon have a
problem with?
Well, she objected to the

proposed water and sewer
rate increase. Water was
slated to go up 7 percent and
sewer service was proposed
to go up 4 percent. City Man-
ager Cooper explained the in-
creases were simply being
passed on from the increases
imposed by Detroit.
(Editor’s note: Sorry for the

interruptions, but it should be
pointed out that Hamtramck
gets its water and sewer serv-
ice from Detroit. Detroit sup-
plies about 100 communities
with this service. There is prob-
ably not one community that
hasn’t complained about De-
troit’s service and its rates and
its behind-the-scenes goings
on and that Kwame guy.)
Back to Councilmember

Gordon, who pointed out that
recently (three years ago it
turns out) 11 mills were
dropped from the city’s prop-
erty taxes. 
(Editor’s note: It involved a

lawsuit with the city’s pension-
ers, a fierce and mighty liti-
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(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 5/19/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 5/19/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

— Fish Fry — 
EVERY Friday

Noon to 8pm
Lake Perch Dinner $8 • Cod Dinner $7

Shrimp Dinner $8 • Pickerel Dinner $8.25
Combo Dinner $10

All dinners include fries or mac & cheese, coleslaw, and dinner roll.
We deliver.

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every Fri & Sat Night
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters Always Welcome!

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

Continued on page 5

Girls -  mark your calend
ars

Friday May 13th
Girls Nite Out!

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

All   Male Wait Staff!
Sexy!

We’ll have a blast!
- Drink Specials - No

 Cover 

- Just fun!

Men Are Welcome!

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

Nazarko also pointed out
that, because property values
have sharply fallen, homeown-
ers have been experiencing a
further break in their taxes.
The city’s total taxable value

dropped by $50 million be-
cause of the housing crash.
While that has meant fewer
taxes owed by property own-
ers, the flip side has meant a
loss of $800,000 to the city’s
coffers.
Hamtramck’s tax rate is

about 45 mills, Nazarko
added, which is comparable
to suburban communities.
As for the city’s upcoming

budget year, it looks like Ham-
tramck can survive financially
until the 2013 budget year ar-
rives, at which point the city is
looking at about a $2 million
deficit with just about
nowhere left to cut.
Tax or no tax, Hamtramck

could be in a financial hole
sooner than that. The upcom-
ing budget year has some
mighty big “ifs.”
City Manager Bill Cooper

will be asking the police and
fire unions to make signifi-
cant contract concessions.
Without them, the city will go
broke, he says, and that could
likely lead to the state ap-
pointing an emergency finan-
cial manager to take over.
If an EFM does indeed

come to town, that person will
have the wide-ranging author-
ity to break union contracts.
Barring any successful legal
challenges to the recently ex-
panded powers for EFM’s that
were enacted by the state leg-
islature and the governor, the
police and fire unions will
have to accept contract con-
cessions whether they like it
or not.

For now, city’s
tax takes a hike
Continued from front page
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

We’re not going to say
“Hooray” about this.
That’s because no one

likes to pay more taxes.
But the City Council (ex-

cept for councilmembers
Mohammed Hassan and
Kazi Miah) did a brave thing
– at least politically speaking
– on Tuesday by raising the
property tax by 2.2 mills.
Before we go further, let us

point out that for the aver-
age homeowner, this in-
crease will mean an
additional $50 to $55 a
year. That’s a small price to
pay to keep the city finan-
cially sound and to prevent
the state from taking over
and appointing an emer-
gency financial manager.
Yes, there is a possibility

that an EFM will one day

come into town. City officials
say that by the year 2013
Hamtramck could be in seri-
ous financial trouble. The
meager 2.2 property tax in-
crease gives us some time
to strategize.
Besides, by the year 2013

Hamtramck won’t be the
only city in financial trouble,
given the state revenue cuts
that Gov. Rick Snyder and
his Republican cohorts have
imposed.
In fact, just about every

city is going to be trouble if
the Republicans have their
way. But that’s a different
story for another time.
What Hamtramck has to

deal with in the immediate
future is not only a slight in-
crease in property taxes but
also convincing police and

firefighter unions that they
have to make severe con-
tract concessions.
We’re talking about a 20

percent contribution in their
health benefit package, wage
freezes and the elimination of
minimum staffing levels.
It’s a big deal. But this is

the new reality for not only
Hamtramck but communi-
ties nationwide.
The alternative is a state

takeover of the city and who
knows what would happen
then.
In the meantime, we have

some breathing room, un-
less of course a slight major-
ity of councilmembers
chicken out on the 2.2 prop-
erty tax increase in the com-
ing weeks before it’s a done
deal.

City Hall Insider... Continued from page 4

Tax increase gives city time to plan

The Hamtramck Review Published every Friday
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  

Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101
www.hamtramckreview.com   email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe 
This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the  space involved.

Other Voices: Guest Editorial

(The following is a letter writ-
ten by Hamtramck Public
Schools Superintendent Tom
Niczay to Gov. Rick Snyder.)

Dear Governor Snyder,
I am writing on behalf of the

Hamtramck Public Schools.
We proudly educate over
2,900 students.   
Next week’s Revenue Esti-

mating Conference will reveal
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in additional revenue that
should be applied to the
budget for fiscal year 2012.
In Wayne, Macomb, and

Oakland counties alone 19 K-
12 school districts are in a
budget deficit condition nega-
tively affecting hundreds of
thousands of students. This

harsh reality will only expand
too many other school dis-
tricts if the proposed cuts are
approved. We all know K-12
funding affects the very core
of our children’s academics.
A decline in this funding -- and
its disastrous impact -- is un-
acceptable when additional
state revenues are still being
identified. 
The possibility of rising

state revenues is all the more
reason to limit the School Aid
Fund to its voter-intended pur-
pose: funding K-12 educa-
tion. Voters passed Proposal
A in 1994 with the specific
understanding that revenue
generated for the School Aid
Fund would be limited to K-12
education. The precedent of

raiding the School Aid Fund
for non-voter intended pur-
poses should not be set. 
On behalf of the staff re-

sponsible for the education of
Hamtramck’s Public Schools
PreK-12 student population, I
urge you to postpone voting
on the state’s education
budget until every dollar in ex-
cess revenue has been ac-
counted for and used to
stabilize K-12 education. 
The over 2,900 student’s

educated In Hamtramck Pub-
lic Schools are counting on
you to use any revenues pre-
viously unaccounted for to
stabilize and restore K-12 ed-
ucation funding and prevent
disastrous impacts to stu-
dent learning.

Schools Superintendent rails against
proposed education costs gious tribe that has success-

fully sued the city several
times for this and that and
ended up jacking up property
taxes to pay for their hefty
awards. Man, the city should
have hired their lawyers. Just
kidding. Please don’t sue us.)
Where were we? Oh yeah,

point being, said Gordon,
now’s the time to raise the
tax rate because the city’s
overall tax rate is the lowest
it’s been … in 15 years (ac-
cording to Finance Director
Nevrus Nazarko).
Nazarko went explained

that compared to other com-
munities, Hamtramck’s prop-
erty tax rate is about even at
45 mills. Detroit’s rate, he
said, is in the 60s.
Also, Nazarko pointed out

that with property values de-
creasing in the last few years
the city’s total taxable value
fell by $50 million, which
translated into a loss of
$800,000 a year.
The proposed 2.2 mils will

generate $425,000 a year
for the city. What does this in-
crease mean – wallet-wise –
to the average homeowner?
About an extra $50 to $55 a
year, Nazarko said.
Or as Councilmember Sha-

hab Ahmed rationalized: 13
cents a day.
Another factoid offered by

Nazarko: A number of area
communities have recently
raised their tax rates to offset

budget deficits. (Ferndale vot-
ers narrowly approved a 5
mill tax increase.)
(Attention younger readers:

This discussion about taxes
will one day mean something
to you.)
Not everyone was cozy with

the tax increase. Coun-
cilmember Mohammed Has-
san said the city should first
balance the budget with con-
tract concessions from union
employees and then revisit a
tax increase if needed.
Councilmember Gordon cir-

cled back to the increase in
water and sewer rates, saying
the city should instead cut
the Water Department budget
by 11 percent.
“We have outrageous water

bills,” Gordon said.
City Manager Cooper didn’t

disagree with Gordon: “I
agree.”
(Editor’s note: Is this a mo-

ment of peace in our time?)
Mayor Karen Majewski en-

tered into the fray, saying the
water and sewer rate in-
crease is in response to what
Detroit imposed on the city.
She said the city can’t afford
to “subsidize” the water bills
for residents.
Plus, she said, the city

needs to spend money on re-
pairing a frail and aging water
system.
Councilmember Kazi Miah

was also opposed to the
property tax increase, saying

the council should hold off
until contract concessions
are made and then decide
whether the tax is needed.
(Editor’s note: The return of

5 cent draft beer can’t be far
behind.)
Mayor Majewski pointedly

pointed out that had Coun-
cilmember Miah been at the
previous night’s budget work
session, he would know that
the tax is needed to balance
the city’s budget for the next
two years and that it’s the
budget year of 2013 that will
be “debilitating.”
Miah responded that if the

city raises taxes, residents
will move.
Majewski said, basically,

move where? She pointed
out, once again, that the tax
rate of area communities is
similar to Hamtramck’s.
“So where are you going to

go?” Majewski said.
Miah said other communi-

ties have “incentives” to lure
people away and then said
something about “redlining”
and then begged off dis-
cussing the matter further.
(Editor’s note: We’ll say it if

Councilmember Miah is too
reluctant: Hamtramck resi-
dents are charged triple the
amount for car insurance
compared to suburban resi-
dents – no matter how clean
their driving record is. For
years, insurance companies

Continued on page 8

Good news … By now many
of you have heard that GM
plans to bring back 2,000 em-
ployees at the Poletown Plant. 
This will have a little impact

on Hamtramck. For every dol-
lar paid in income tax, Ham-
tramck gets 30 cents. We’ll
have more on this in next
week’s issue.
Also, GM broke ground this

week for a solar panel facility
at the Poletown plant, which
will help produce power for the
plant.

Get on board … It’s never
too early to plan ahead, and
that’s just what Hamtramck
Labor Day Festival organizers
Kathleen Bittner and Rachel
Srodek are doing.
They have sent out email ap-

plications to potential vendors
for the upcoming festival. If you
act now, you can reserve a
booth for a discount. To receive
a discount, applications must
be submitted by July 1.
For more information or if

you didn’t get the email appli-

cation, call Kathleen at (313)
874-2242.

Going green … Dickinson
East Elementary School Princi-
pal Nayal Maktari has some
god news to share. His school
recently earned the distinction
of “Official Michigan Ever-
green School” for its beautifi-
cation efforts and recycling
program.
Way to go, and what a great

lesson for kids.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
•    
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2095-97 Belmont - $24,900 
2633 Casmere - $89,900
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
*2980 Trowbridge - $14,900 NEW! Land
contract available
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $9,900 NEW PRICE!

12134 Charest - $19,900
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 SOLD!
9632 Dequindre - $23,000
3971 Edwin - $24,999  SOLD!
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $34,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $39,900 NEW PRICE!
*1964 Norwalk - $29,000 NEW!
Land contract available
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
*11544 Conant - Car Wash, bank owned
$174,900 NEW!
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren 
Mechanic Shop

Dryden:
3895 Havens - $69,900  SOLD!
Macomb Township:
*17381 BEACHAM - BANK OWNED,
BRICK RANCH, BUILT 1995. $143,199
- NEW!
47691 Nola - $159,900 - Bank owned, 4
BR, 2.5 Bath, Colonial with Finished 
Basement. SOLD!
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $35,000  NEW
PRICE!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $149,900 NEW PRICE!
Lake view!
Warren:
8268 Lozier - $19,900 - NEW PRICE!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - At-
tention Investors! 2 well-maintained
single-family homes on one lot. Great
income potential! Short-Sale
$24,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom
Income Bungalow, Living Room, Din-
ing Room, Full Basement $32,900 

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield
Twp. - “Bank-Owned Home” 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, full basement, 2 car
attached garage. Located near 22
Mile & Gratiot. $89,900 

2362-64 Burger-Hamtramck - 3
Unit Multi-Level; 6 Bedrooms, 3
Baths, Basement, Garage, Separate
Utilities $39,900

3826 Carpenter, Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
Full Basement, 2 Car Block Garage.
$29,000

2675 Evaline-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Full Basement, All Furniture
& Appliances.$35,000

2693 Evaline-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, First-Floor Laundry, New Fur-
nace & Water Heater, All Appliances,
2 Car Block Garage. $32,900

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom de-
signer touches throughout. 3 BR,
built-in appliances, basement,
garage. Must see to appreciate.
$56,000 - PRICE REDUCED!

2274-76 Florian, Hamtramck - In-
vestment Property! Clean, well-main-
tained 4-unit home. One block from
St. Florian Church. $55,000

8091 Helen, Centerline - 2 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Kitchen, First-
Floor Laundry, Garage, Short-Sale
Subject to Bank Approval. $15,000

2382 Commor-Hamtramck - 1 bed-
room, Living Room, Dining Room, Ex-
pansion Attic, First-Floor Laundry
$17,000

Car Wash
11544 Conant
Bank owned

$174,900

1964 Norwalk

$29,900 
Land contract available

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
y

Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!
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Continued on page 5
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MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

By Charles Sercombe
Mother Nature finally coop-

erated last weekend and pro-
vided warm sunny skies for
the St. Florian Strawberry Fes-
tival.
The sudden break from a

long cold snap seemed to
have driven folks out of their
homes and into the beer tent.
Or actually, the food line for

a traditional Polish dinner.
“We could barely keep up,”

said Cindy Bonneau, the or-
ganizer of the festival. “Our
head cook almost collapsed.”
Sunday’s turnout was a little

less because it also coin-
cided with Mother’s Day.
While foot traffic was about
the same, Bonneau said,
sales was down.
It appeared families took

their mothers out for a meal
instead of eating at the festi-
val.
No matter. Bonneau said it

was still a successful year.

RUSSELL
Bobby E. Russell, 60, died

May 10, 2011.
Mr. Russell was a Ham-

tramck resident, and was pre-
ceded in death by his brother,
John (2011).
He is survived by his broth-

ers, Thomas (Linda) and Roy
(Julie); sister-in-law, Janine;

nieces, Wendy, Katie and
Julie; nephews, Adam, Ryan,
John and Josh.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Krot Funeral Home,
and funeral services were
held on May 11. Burial was at
New Antioch Cemetery in
Lyles, Tennessee.

By Charles Sercombe
News of America’s number

one wanted man’s death,
Osama Bin Laden, drew the
same reaction locally from the
Muslim community as it did na-
tionwide:
A feeling of relief and a hope

that world tensions would at
least ease.
Ahmed Al-Ammari said what

many Muslims have insisted
since the attack on the World
Trade Center on Sept. 11,
2001. He said Bin Laden’s ver-
sion of Islam and of a jihad
against the west is not part of
the belief of a majority of Mus-
lims worldwide.
“He made Islam look bad,”

said Ammari, who works for the
Arab-American and Chaldean
Council in Hamtramck. “You
won’t find anyone in the Mus-
lim community who sympa-
thizes with that.”
After the 9/11 attack, Ham-

tramck’s Muslim community
banded together with the
greater community to hold a
peace vigil at Veterans Memo-

rial Park.
Muslim leaders across the

globe dismissed Bin Laden as
a radical whose espousal of
Islam was in direct conflict with
that religion’s holy book, the
Koran.
Ammari said, for example,

that suicide and suicide bomb-
ings are not condoned in the
Koran. 
“Suicide in unacceptable in

the Islamic religion,” he said.
Bin Laden, he said, was an

“extremist” and that there are,
unfortunately, extremists in
every religion.
Ammari, like many other peo-

ple, hopes that Bin Laden’s
death will help bring an end to
terrorism.
Latif Azon, the Imam of the

Islamic Center of North Detroit,
located on McDougall St. just
north of the Carpenter-Detroit
border, said he hopes at the
very least Bin Laden’s death is
an “end of a chapter.”
“If he’s the one causing all

the problems, then he had no
right to be alive,” Latif said.

Muslim leaders hope for
an ease in tensions 

Strawberry Festival kicks off warm weather season

This year’s St. Florian Straw-
berry Festival was another
success.
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Hamtramck, Conant-Ye-
mans area, 2 Br. upper, liv-
ing room, dining room,
$400/month + security,
must have good credit, no
pets, 586-945-0317. 6/10

Hamtramck, 3101 Jacob, 2
Br. lower, large kitchen and
dining room, excellent con-
dition, newly painted, laun-
dry facility included,
Section 8 welcome, 586-
497-8810. 5/27

3922 Caely, Detroit, 2 Br.
lower, new paint, remod-
eled, clean carpet, washer-
dryer, stove-fridge, $450/
month + deposit, 313-522-
7928. 5/20

Eastpoint, 22065 Hayes, 2
Br. lower, full basement, 2
car garage, ceramic tile in
bathroom and kitchen,
clean, $695/month + se-
curity, no pets. Also, War-
ren duplex, 23507 Peters,
2 Br., large living room, full
basement, clean, $650 +
security, no pets, 586-806-
4888, 586-354-8673. 6/3

Lehman St., 2 Br. lower, fur-
nished is optional, new win-
dow, new door, separate
washer-dryer, separate util-
ities, immediate occu-
pancy, 586-873-8510. 5/20

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, im-
mediate occupancy,
248-229-4295, 248-229-
4297. 5/27

Danforth, I Br., move in im-
mediately, $425/month +
$425 security deposit,
248-327-7580. 5/27

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
stove-fridge, water in-
cluded, ask for Jimmy, 586-
536-0440. 5/13

Hamtramck, 9560 Charest,
2 Br. upper with balcony,
laundry facility, new appli-
ances, central air, must
have good credit, and two
years verifiable employment
record, ideal for single pro-
fessional and artist,
$650/month, call Johnny at
248-866-1110. 5/27

Hamtramck, between Gal-
lagher + Jos. Campau, 2
Br. upper, stove-fridge, re-
modeled, 586-604-0553.
5/27

2 room studio apartment,
furnished, separate en-
trance, utilities separate,
$320/month + security de-
posit, no pets, call Dale
248-892-7257. 5/13

Hamtramck, 9479 Mc-
Dougall, between Holbrook
+ Evaline, 2 Br. lower, liv-
ing, kitchen, bathroom,
$450/month, immediate
occupancy, Section 8 OK,
313-871-0724. 5/13

Upper in central Ham-
tramck, new carpet + paint,
2643 Holmes, 734-771-
2028. 5/27

Flat for rent, 2 Br.,
$475/month, no pets.
Also, Hamtramck house for
rent, $600/month, no
pets, 248-321-8661. 5/20

Hamtramck, 3279-81 +
3273-75 Hanley, 2 upper, 2
lower, all 2 Br., new carpet,
stove-fridge, dining, kitchen,
bathroom, pantry, 313-575-
7411. 5/13

Hamtramck, 11638 Nagel
2 Br. upper, $450/month,
313-438-3438. 5/20

Hamtramck-Detroit, 1-2 BR
Apt., newly remodeled,
super clean, nice area, no
pets. (586) 634-2502

1 Br. upper, ideal for elderly
or single person, appliances
included, Sobieski + Cas-
mere, $400 plus security de-
posit, 313-477-2454. 5/20

Clean, move-in ready, upper
flat, water + heart in-
cluded, $550/month +
$550 security deposit,
313-682-2928. 5/13

Hamtramck, Conant-Ye-
mans area, 2 Br. upper, liv-
ing room, dining room,
$400/month + security,
must have good credit, no
pets, 586-945-0317. 6/10

Studio, 1 + 2 Br., no pets,
Hamtramck, 313-632-
5566. 5/27

2112 Belmont, nice 2 Br.
upper, $550/month + se-
curity, 248-910-8156. 5/13

Single room, utilities in-
cluded, nice area, quiet,
313-220-8961. 5/20

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 5/20

Hamtramck, 2 Br., dining
room, $500/month, refer-
ences required, call before
8 p.m., 734-654-8681. 5/20

Newly renovated single-
family 3 Br. home,
$650/month, Section 8
welcome, 313-930-6000.
Prymuszka. 5/20

5095 Evaline, 3 Br., land
contract available, base-
ment, garage, remodeled,
$20,000, 586-819-7395.
6/3

Building for lease, 2400 sq.
ft., ideal for office space or
storage, $1600/month, 3-
year lease desired, located
in busy downtown Ham-
tramck (313) 871-0080.  6/3

Hamtramck, 2758 Evaline
at Jos. Campau, ice cream
store, just in time for the
season, landlord seeking
experienced person for a
turnkey opportunity, call for
appt., 248-931-9731, ask
for Jack. 5/27

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-

ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

SIDING

Truck driver-owner operator
wanted, great pay, for local
and regional delivery, home
every weekend, 586-556-
5618. 6/17

The Review needs one or
two people with reliable
transportation to deliver
the newspaper every Friday
morning. There are about
75 drop-offs in Hamtramck
only. Must be responsible.
Call 313-874-2100.

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds

11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

COMMERCIAL BUILDING

FOR LEASE

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 

bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

BY OWNER

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

ROOM FOR 

RENT

HamtramckRentals.com
Oak floors & remodeled 
2 Br. lower apartments,

washer-dryer,
$575/month
Call Julie

313-570-4242

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

Toyota Tacoma Pick-up
2004, 2-wheel Dr., asking
$6,900, 586-489-6937 or
586-354-5343. 5/13

Garage for car storage,
4c’s area (Campau-Caniff-
Conant-Carpenter), will pay
$25 per month, call Arthur
at 313-892-6382. 5/20

Free cat, well cared for, lit-
ter trained, likes to be pet-
ted, adorable, will keep you
company, looking for a
good, loving home, 313-
656-1429. 5/20

COMMERCIAL STORE 

FOR RENT OR LEASE

TRUCK

FOR SALE

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

LEGAL SERVICES

Attorney 

Criminal and Civil Law

(313) 368-9469
Email:

kellymarshcasper@att.net

Advertisers should check their ad following
first publication. The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication except
to the extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any clas-
sified advertisement.

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week

is Thursday at Noon

$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

Call  
(313) 874-2100

to place your adComing Events
MAY 25, Wednesday, noon – The Daughters of Is-
abella Mystical Rose Circle 736 will hold a “May
Card & Bunco Social,” featuring a raffle, share the
wealth lunch, door and table prizes. Admission is $7.
Located at Queen of Apotsltes’ Father Blaszczyk
Hall, entrance on Harold St., fenced parking.

WANTED

FREE PET
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The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799 Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  
  

 

 
 

Headquarters:  2301 West Big Beaver Road  |  Suite 525  |  Troy, MI 48084  |  MI  800.462.2786  |  WI  800.456.1500  |  www.talmerbank.com

My, how we’ve changed. (And how we haven’t.) 

Community. Integrity. Service.
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All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$795
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

Mon-Fri
11:30-3:00

have denied they “redline”
cities like Hamtramck. Yeah,
but facts are facts and subur-
ban residents indeed pay far
less for auto insurance. Call it
what you want.)
Councilmember Catrina

Stackpoole said that if the
council refuses to pass the
tax, the city will go broke and
an emergency financial man-
ager will come in and impose
the tax anyway.
Councilmember Jankowski

said that if you divide the pro-
jected deficit by the number
of city employees, the em-
ployees would have to give up
$51,000 each to erase the
deficit.
Jankowski said the council

has so far refused to raise
property taxes. He said
someone (he couldn’t remem-
ber who) once said: “The
hardest thing about doing
nothing is deciding when to
stop doing nothing.”
Councilmember Hassan

said that no matter what, by
2013 the city will be broke
and taken over by the state.
He also said that the recent
announcement by GM that it
is hiring 2,000 employees at
the Poletown plant could
mean a windfall of taxes for
the city.
We’re going to flash forward

a little bit to the vote taken on
the whole mess, including the
tax increase. The matter
passed with Councilmembers
Hassan and Miah voting
against it.
Modern technology is

catching up to the city’s Po-
lice Department. The council
approved the purchase of “e-
ticket” printers for patrol
cars, which will allow officers
to upload ticket information
to the Hamtramck 31st Dis-
trict Court.
City Manager Cooper said

this will cut down on work for
court employees. Police Chief
Mark Kalinowski said it will
also free up officers to issue
more traffic tickets.
Which begged the question,

from Councilmember Gordon,
whether the city’s traffic pa-
trol program will resume.
Yes, said City Manager

Cooper, in about two or three
weeks.
Anyone notice that the

streetlights on Holbrook, be-
tween Conant and Jos. Cam-
pau, have been out for some
time? Councilmember Gordon
said she’s received a number
of calls about this issue.
“It’s been months,” Gordon

said. “It’s bad.”
City Manager Cooper said

that DTE Energy is working on
the issue.
Councilmember Jankowski

suggested that the city intro-
duce the city’s new code in-
spectors to the community.
City Manager Cooper said

the inspectors will be pre-
sented at the council’s May
24 meeting.

That’s it for this week. Next
week, we will continue with a
new discussion.

City Hall
Insider...
Continued from page 5


