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Time to show off your
patriotism.
Next Tuesday, June 14, is

Flag Day. While there
seems to be little bi-par-
tisan cooperation these
days, there’s one thing we
Americans agree on: This
is indeed a grand old
country. So get your Amer-
ican flag out this week-
end and let the world
know you care about our
country.
And doesn’t it look nice

to see American flags on
display as you walk/drive
down Hamtramck’s
streets?
And you can also do

your patriotic duty this
Saturday by participating
in the monthly Hamtramck
recycling program. The
drop off center will be at
the city parking lot on Can-
iff at McDougal, and it will
be open from 9-3 p.m.

Who said this, and what
is it about? You can
find the quote and the
story it belongs to
somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“You’ll still see
me in there, just
not on that side
of the bar.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

Pirate Palooza
Luna Kai Tiki Bar & Grill

Danny D and the
Vagabonds

Performing a Rod Stewart
Tribute & originals
37400 Jefferson Ave.

Harrison Township, MI  48045

Friday, June 17th
10:00 pm

586-468-2611
www.dannydlive.com

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Continued on page 5

Specializing in 
Remodeling

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
• Basements 

• Fire Restoration
We serve all your

needs
Licensed & Fully Insured

Call Vince

3470 Holbrook • HAMTRAMCK 

313.875-6614

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT!! 6” Steak

& Cheese

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.
Special offers not included. Jumbo extra.

Any 
Footlong Sub + tax

DAILY SPECIAL!

+ tax

DAILY SPECIAL!

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.
Special offers not included. Jumbo extra.

"Whenever I'm with him
Something inside
Starts to burnin'
And I'm filled with desire
Could it be the devil in me
Or is this the way love's 

supposed to be
Just like a heatwave
Burning in my heart
Can't keep from cryin'
It's tearing me apart"
Martha and the Vandellas

By Charles Sercombe
Let's check the calendar.
Yep, there are still two

weeks to go before summer
starts.
That's right, it's still spring

and we have already suf-
fered several days in the
last couple of weeks of 90-
plus degree weather.
Does this mean this sum-

mer is going to be another
scorcher just like last year?
Some climate experts say
that thanks to global warm-
ing, we will be experiencing
hot, hot summers for the
next several years.
This past Tuesday and

Wednesday gave us a taste
of the heatwave to come,

and Hamtramck residents
seemed to get along just as
well as any other commu-
nity. In other words, we suf-
fered.
According to the Fire De-

partment, numerous ambu-
lance runs were made to
help rescue people suffering
from the heat.
“You’ve got to hydrate

yourself, drink a lot of water,

or you’ll be in trouble,” said
Fire Chief Steve Paruk. “A lot
of people don’t have air con-
ditioning.”
Without a doubt, the best

By Charles Sercombe
You might want to keep a

close eye on your city-issued
garbage can.
That's because there is a

one-year waiting list to get an-
other one if yours happens to
go missing.
Recently, a reader named

Michael left us a message
that he called City Hall about
getting a replacement and he
was told about the waiting
list. We haven't been able to
get a hold of Michael, but we
did talk to Marty Ladd, the Di-
rector of Public Services.
He confirmed there is in-

deed a shortage of cans.
"We have a lot of folks who

need cans, but we only got so
many," Ladd said.

As for when the city will get
replacements, Ladd said
that's up in the air.
"We'll get cans when we can,"

he said. "They're not cheap."
The city's original plan was

to charge residents $75 for a
new can, but that plan never
worked out.
"We basically gave them

away," Ladd said.
So ... what's a person to

do?
Ladd said residents can

purchase their own garbage
can, but it must come with a
secure lid. The one thing you
cannot do, however, is throw
your garbage out into the alley
in just a plastic bag.
That's a code violation, and

you could be ticketed.

Hold on to those city issued garbage cans

Teachers
take a hit
in the wallet
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck Public School

teachers have agreed to a
salary cut and to pay 20 per-
cent of their health care
costs.
Their new contract was rati-

fied Tuesday by a 2-1 margin.
Teachers will also be hit

with a pay freeze and then a
5 percent salary cut later this
year, as well as another 5 per-
cent cut in 2012.
The concessions come at a

time when the district is fac-
ing a $3 million budget
deficit, and also at a time
when the Republican con-
trolled state legislature and
Gov. Rick Snyder are demand-
ing similar concessions for all
teachers.
Schools Superintendent

Tom Niczay said he "appreci-
ates" teachers helping cut
costs for the district.
"It's not an easy thing to

do," Niczay said in reference
to the concessions. "Unfortu-
nately, it's the situation we're
in."
The president of the teach-

ers' union, Michelle Cook,
said teachers realize the dis-
trict is in a financial jam.
“We need to preserve Ham-

tramck Public Schools for fu-
ture generations,” Cook said. 
Brad Neff, a media special-

ist at Kosciuszko Middle
School, said the concessions
had to be made in order to
avoid a state-appointed emer-
gency financial manager tak-
ing over the district.
“No one likes concessions,

but it might be a far better
thing to accept one level of
concessions now than
to later accept far greater
concessions at the hands of
a Lansing-appointed emer-
gency financial manager,”
Neff said.
Cook added that the threat

of a financial manager taking
over the district is an “attack
on collective bargaining
rights.”
Niczay said that despite the

concessions, he cannot guar-
antee that there won't be lay-
offs next fall. He said the

Heatwave rolls into town, and
there could be more

Continued on page 8

One of the best ways to beat this week’s suffocating heat was to cool off at the splash pad
in Pulaski Park. The metro area will enjoy a break from the heat for the next few days, but
some say this summer could be another scorcher.



When it comes to good food
and great times, Hamtramck
has plenty to offer. In this col-
umn, we’ll talk about what’s
happening at our bars, restau-
rants and other events that
can be found throughout the
city.

By Alan R. Madeleine
In this town, everyone with

a love of new music and local
bands has likely spent some
quality time in The Belmont
bar. After this weekend, those
memories will be a bit more
cherished, perhaps.
You see, The Belmont is

shutting it down.
And, when it does reopen,

there will almost certainly be
no live music anymore.
Known for its weekly sta-

ples such as hosting the late
Julie Hecker and her “Punk
Fitness” workout; “Rock and
Rummage,” which combined
music with an in-bar rummage
sale; “Pabst, Punk and Porn,”
wherein vintage nudie movies
coupled with bad cheap beer
made for gently lewd and
laughy times; and “Manicure
Martini Mondays,” where a
gal could get spruced up
while letting her hair down,
the bar lasted almost nine
years in its current format.
The venue was also a regular
playspace during the Ham-
tramck Blowouts.
Co-owner (and Hamtramck

DDA Director) Darren Grow is

stepping out of the picture –
“By choice,” he tells The Re-
view -- leaving partner Mark
Hausner to join forces with
some other buyers, once the
details can get hammered

out.
Known formally before that,

for years,  as “The Belmont
Bar” (but informally as
“Archie’s,” a bar where your
grandpa might’ve raised one)
and the adjoining Belmont
Grille, the buildings at 10215-
17 Jos. Campau were bought
up, and then combined, by
Grow and Hausner in a truly
impressive transformational

effort.
It’s a standard bit of wis-

dom in the industry that the
average bar attracts enough
patrons — to thrive — for ap-
proximately its first three
years. If you can make it to
five, you’re really doing some-
thing.
This incarnation of The Bel-

mont almost doubled that.
Clever promotions like those
listed above certainly fac-
tored in to the equation.
But it was the friendliness

of Grow, his staff, and the reg-
ular patrons, over and beyond
those gimmicks, that often
sealed the deal, according to
many of the reviews on
Google’s place page for the
bar. “Great bartenders and
owners,” touts one reviewer.
“Rocks!!” “The atmosphere is
fun,” says another. “… best
sound, the cleanest bath-
rooms and the cheapest
drinks,” notes a third.
If there was a negative, it

was where the stage had to
be located, crammed as it
was back into the narrow
west end of the space. An
open courtyard, which pro-
vided for welcome fresh air in
the old smoking-allowed days,
took up the other half of that
back area, forcing people in-

terested in the live acts to
shoehorn in. They often had
to stand on tiptoe to get a
glimpse at the live acts.
Alas, that won’t be a prob-

lem anymore. Grow says the
new owners will no longer
host live music.
Grow is sending the enter-

prise off with a “Going Away
Party” this Saturday night.
Grow’s voice betrays some
combination of weariness,
pride, and incipient nostalgia
as he fills in the picture. And
he asks that he be allowed to
express his love and thanks
to “all who played, worked,
drank, or hung out” at his bar.
“You’ll still see me in

there,” he says, “just not on
that side of the bar.”
For a number of us who en-

joyed his easy cordiality over
these past nine years, and
the imagination he put into
his weekly programming, it
will seem strange indeed.

Do you know of a cool bar, a
great restaurant or just a
nice place to hang out? If you
have tips on special events or
just want to shine some light
on your favorite spot send a
message to news@theham-
tramckreview.com or call us
at (313) 874-2100.

This week at the library...
Animals of Hamtramck - Photo Contest Winners:

First Prize, Pat Swider and her cat "Alien"; Second
Prize, Ewa Tadel and her cat "Fifi"; Third Prize, Chris
Wilinski and his two rescue kittens. All photos are on
display at the Library.
Prime Time Family Reading Program - Thursday at

6 p.m. until June 30. Prime Time Reading is a family-
oriented program to encourage parents to read to-
gether with their children. The program is designed for
children ages 6 years and older. During intermission,
a meal will be served during every session. Space is
limited, first come first serves registration.
Registrations for Summer Reading Program: All chil-

dren are invited to register for the Library’s 2011 Sum-
mer Program series which will start on Wednesday,
June 29 with a 1 p.m. party for all who have regis-
tered.
Summer Reading for Toddlers: Starting July 11, on

Mondays at 11 a.m., the library will hold Summer
Reading Programs for Toddlers. To participate, please
register before July 11.
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, June 11 at

10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor for the
ESL class for beginners. Everyone is invited. Free to
the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, June 11 at noon.

All children are invited to library storytime. Learn how
to capture the sound of the wind by making your own
bead wind chime and listen to a story from a book "All
the World" by Liz Garton Scanlon.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Monday,

June 13 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic computer skills
can enhance their computer literacy each Monday at
the library. Number of participants is limited to avail-
able computers. 
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, June 14 at 4 p.m. Mr.

Nuo is the instructor for the math club and math tu-
toring.

Computer Classes for Beginners – Wednesday, June
15 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on computer use for
beginners will be held on Tuesdays. Number of partic-
ipants is limited to available computers.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, June 15 at 3:30

p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the library.
Come and enjoy our feature presentation, which in-
cludes free popcorn and snacks.
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, July 14 at

6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Library Board will be
held in the auditorium. The meeting is open to the
public.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, June 16

at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy and Treasurer
George Gorday, invite all members and volunteers to
participate in the regular monthly meeting.
One Sky, Many Stories - Wednesday, July 27 at 1

p.m. Summer Reading Program journey around the
globe to show how different cultures view the night
skies. Inside our portable planetarium children will ex-
plore the night skies and hear myths and folklore sto-
ries arising from what is seen in the constellations
and stars.
Cooking and Nutrition Class - Thursday, July 28 at

4 p.m. Gleamers Food Bank is sponsoring cooking and
nutrition classes taught by a chef and dietitian at the
Library. Classes are free to the public. Sessions last
for two hours. Participants will receive free cookbooks,
free groceries and secret recipes from the pros. Num-
ber of participants is limited. You must register ahead
of time. All spaces filled on first come first serve
basis. To register call the library at (313) 365-7050.
Special Thanks for Donations: to Mary Mans for

books, magazines and CD’s; Maria Kaniuch for books;
Gregory Bogucki for books; American Polish Assis-
tance Association for books and records.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck
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Belmont Bar co-owner Darren
Grow is getting out of the bar
business, but the bar itself will
continue on. However, the bar
will no longer host live music.
Well, he gave it his best shot,
sorry, pun intended.



By David Piestrzynski
Special to The Review
Lauren Hepola has a “pet”

project that’s worth howling
about.
She wants to create a dog

park for Hamtramck.
“I see it as a way to pro-

mote responsible pet owner-
ship in Hamtramck,” she
said.
Hepola also points out the

positive effects a dog park
could have on the city for res-
idents and visitors alike. She
said a dog park could in-
crease interaction between
Hamtramck citizens, building

more cohesion in the commu-
nity. 
While still in the early

stages, Hepola’s idea is get-
ting a positive reaction from
residents and city officials.
“It’s a great idea,” said

Jason Friedmann, Ham-
tramck’s Director of Commu-
nity & Economic
Development. “There’s a
good group of citizens behind
it, and the city is committed
to try and find a way to pay for
it.”
Hepola and other support-

ers of the park are currently
applying for a grant as part of

the city’s Master Plan, as well
as looking at the possibility of
private funding for the project.
The group currently has sev-

eral ideas for the future loca-
tion of the dog park, the
primary spot being Veterans
Memorial Park. Some of the
ideas this group has had for
the park include adding
benches, agility jumps and in-

formational signs about vac-
cine recommendations and
low-cost vaccine clinics in the
area.
Hepola said there are sev-

eral other possibilities for fea-
tures and locations currently
being talked about.
“We’re still in the early

process,” she said. “Nothing
has been set in stone.”
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710
11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat
11am-5pm

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Inventory Reduction

SALE!
Deep discounts on many items!

Inventory Reduction

SALE!
Deep discounts on many items!

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

Senior Citizen Discount

10% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 6/16/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 6/16/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only
$1299

H Full Service Bar H

FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-up We offer FREE drop-off & Pick-up service!

Front Wheel 
Alignment 
$4995

AC Charge 

$3995

SPECIALIZING IN
Computer Diagnostics 

and 
Electronic Repair

Oil Change
$1995

Most Cars

FREE
10 Point Safety Inspection

Brake Service
Most Cars

$4995

Computer 
Diagnosis 
$45

+ Freon

We Now Sell 
New & Used TIRES!

Set of 4 Tires
Mounted & Balanced 
As low as $159!

FREE Wheel Alignment 
w/purchase of 4 new tires

FREE Towing 
Within 5 miles with
All Major Repairs

TIRE REPAIR Available

2929 Carpenter St. to the east
from Jos. Campau — Hamtramck

313-892-1200

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm

Senior Citizen 
10% Discount

313-368-1234
12197 Conant • Corner of Conant & Carpenter HAMTRAMCK

16 Pc. WING DINGS
Hot or BBQ • 65¢ for every 8 wings

$899
1 lb. Rib Tips ............................................$4.99

— PICKUP SPECIALS —
XL Square Pizza..........................................$9.99
15 Slice Pizza with 2 Items

Large Deep Dish Pizza w/1 item ....................$6.99
Large Round Pizza w/1 item ..........................$4.99

OPEN FOR LUNCH • OPEN LATE • WE DELIVER

Candidate for 
HAMTRAMCK COUNCILMAN

Paid for by Friends for Showkat Chowdhury.

My name is Showkat Chowdhury, I’m running
for City Councilman in Hamtramck, MI. My
intentions for becoming council man is to bring

more jobs, more and better housing for low income families. I
would like to make Hamtramck a safer place to live and work. I
would work toward improving our education system. I would like
to see better city services like snow removal, better garbage
pickup, street lights, and improved relations between different
cultures. One last thing I would like to improve is a reduction in
crime. Please vote for me as candidate for councilman. 
Respectfully Yours,
Candidate for Councilman - Showkat Chowdhury

Spaghetti Dinner 
Holy Cross Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck

North of Caniff, Corner of Fleming & Pulaski

Wednesday • June 22nd
4 pm to 7 pm

Adult $6.00    Child $3.00
Vegetarian sauce upon 

request
Dessert 50¢

— Carry out available —
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By Charles Sercombe
A new round of housing

construction is about to
get underway.
This will be the second of

three phases to finalize an
agreement from a housing
discrimination lawsuit filed
over 30 years ago.
The upshot of the agree-

ment is the city must pro-
vide 200 housing units for
those who filed the lawsuit.
Although it is agreed that
the housing deal took far
too long to come to, and
that it is tantamount of
"justice delayed is justice
denied," city officials say
new housing is a welcomed
addition any time.
In these final three

phases of the agreement,
new rental dwellings have

been built and now a com-
bination of 39 new houses
and rehabs will start up.
Wayne County is also

pitching in for the final leg
of the project by building
four new housing units and
rehabbing 26 existing
housing units.
While the new housing

couldn't come at a worse
time period, considering
there has been a collapse
in the housing market
along with a wave of fore-
closures, the houses are
indeed selling, said Ham-
tramck director of Eco-
nomic  & Community
Development, Jason Fried-
mann, thanks to financial
assistance being offered
for those who qualify.

New housing
construction
to begin

Veterans Park could be
going to the dogs



By Alan R. Madeleine
You want a hot deal on a

used car, industrial-sized
fan, big-screen TV or bag of
jewelry? 
Well mister, you should’ve

been there on the steps of
City Hall last Saturday af-
ternoon, as merchandise,
auction goers, curious
spectators and police alike
sweltered in the 90-plus
steam bath that was the
2011 confiscated property
police auction.
Familiar faces, local busi-

nesspersons and others
jostled for a better look, or
to shout out their price, on
nearly 20 vehicles, as well
as numerous bicycles,
fans, a/c units and tables
full of tools and other
smaller items.

Many hoping for a bar-
gain on a vehicle found
themselves on the wrong
end of a bidding war with
deep-pocketed local used-
car dealerships, even
though the vehicles --
autos, SUVS and jeeps, a
couple of vans, a pair of
motorcycles, a trailer and a
dune buggy, collected from
criminals during drug raids
or the like -- tended to go
for between $600 and
$2,000, with one or two ex-

ceptions.
An assistant started

each vehicle, most of which
complied, a few of which
did not.  Bids flew regard-
less. A few oaths were ut-
tered. One frustrated man,
putting a bid in too late,
moaned that the auctions
were being closed too
abruptly. Sgt. Wally Tripp,
the officer conducting the
sale, good-naturedly re-
minded the crowd to speak
up and raised their hands
to have their bids seen and
heard.
Caught up to, by phone,

afterwards, Tripp noted that
the annual auction brought
in about $30,000 for the
department. The money
raised goes to help pay for
new vehicles and other
equipment.
“The city hasn’t had to

shell out for a new police
car in 25 years,” he said.
“These ‘drug funds’ pay for
quite a bit.”
He reminds people that a

few dollars spent on an en-
graver can pay for itself
many times over.
“If you engrave your

name on your belongings,
we can get them back to
you if they turn up stolen,”
he said. “Otherwise, the
stuff can easily end up out
here.”
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11am - 3pm  Daily

MICHIGAN’S       BEST
As voted by Readers of the Detroit News

Plan Your Next Party with Chicken Shack!

www.chickenshack.com

Open for Lunch Everyday!
HAMTRAMCK

(313) 365-1400 OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

$549
wwww.c.cchiicckekeensnsshahaack.c.ccooom

$555$5449499
O    p    e    n    fo    fo    r    L  

HAHAAM
1   1   4   40   01  

(  (31  31  3) 3) 

  L    u    n    c    h vveve yydydarr   E   E
MTMTRTRRAAMMCKCK

 Jo   Jo   ose   se   p   h   C  Ca  m  p  pa  u

 36 36 65 -1 14 40 40 00

ayayy!

 0

WE PAY CA$H for your gold, silver,
platinum, coins and more!

LOWEST PAWN FEES AROUND!

Under New 
Management!12177 Jos. Campau

Hamtramck

Small Med Large

MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $5.00 $7.00 $9.00
Thin Crust $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Square Deep Dish $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $5.00 $7.00 $9.00
Thin Crust $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Square Deep Dish $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $8.00 $10.00 $12.00
Thin Crust $8.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $8.00 $10.00 $12.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Square Deep Dish $6.00 $8.00 $10.00SP

EC
IA
LT
Y 
PI
ZZ

ASLarge
Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$500$500

11608 Conant • Detroit

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

WE DELIVER!

11608 Conant • Detroit

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

WE DELIVER!

RED
BARON
ENTERPRISES

Father and Sons, honest 
and dependable. 

— Small or large jobs —
Painting, plaster repair, carpentry, 

electric, plumbing, landscaping, 
moving/hauling, power washing.

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
          313.408.1166

HANDYMAN SERVICE
& CONSTRUCTION

Call 
Chris 

Police auction brings out the big bidders

Get 
Yourself 
NOTICED!
Place an
ad today.

Call 
(313) 

874-2100



Support 
Your Local 
Businesses

By Mike Murphy
Special to The Review
Hamtramck Public Schools

Media Specialist Brad Alan
Neff is hoping that a mini
makeover set to take place at
the Holbrook Elementary
School Library will lead to a
major makeover at the library
by drawing the attention of
grant-providers that focus on
improving children’s reading
skills. 
Volunteers will repair books

from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on Thursday, June 16 at Hol-
brook Elementary Library,
which Neff feels is an out-
standing library in a library
system he said is one of the
best in the Detroit metropoli-
tan area. 
The Revue talked to Neff

about the upcoming mini
makeover, the library, and the
ongoing need to improve the
reading skills of many young
students.

What do you hope to ac-
complish on the 16th and
what kind of community in-

volvement are you looking
for?
Neff: During the mini-

makeover, we'll be repairing
books. Because many of our
students are new to this coun-
try, there's always a certain
amount of damage, mostly
torn pages that need to be re-
paired. Any adult can help. I'm
hoping that we have a lot of
adults helping on the six-
teenth.

What makes the Ham-
tramck Schools' library sys-
tem the best library system in
the Greater Detroit area?
Neff: We have far more re-

sources. At Holbrook alone,
we should receive about two
thousand brand new books
soon. As non-profit schools,
we place a much higher stress
on free choice, full-book read-
ing than many schools. I think
that all of us contribute to this
effort. 
As reading is the corner-

stone of educational success,
I think reading is a part of all
academic subjects. 

Is this library only for the
use of children who attend
Holbrook Elementary or for
other children, too?
Neff: As a public school dis-

trict, our libraries are open for
our students, of course. The
only public school districts li-
braries open to everyone in
the community are the combi-
nation libraries located in ex-
ceptionally rural areas. In
such rural areas, there is not
at all a separate community li-
brary. In Michigan, such li-
braries are rare, but they do
exist.

What do you think you need
to show/do in order to im-
press the folks who decide on
the grants?
Neff: With the most historic

elementary school in all of
Michigan, I think Holbrook El-
ementary will receive addi-
tional grants in time.
According to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, no
other elementary school has
the history or record that Hol-
brook has. 
I think that when founda-

tions know more about Hol-
brook Elementary, they may
elect to help us to help our
students. We have a lot of
spectacular students who go
to school in this school dis-
trict.

Tell me a little bit more
about the grants.
Neff: The Holbrook Library

has already won two Laura

Bush grants--and some
smaller grants. Earlier this
school year, we were told that
we were on the list for a Pis-
ton's Read to Achieve Library
Makeover Grant for the 2011-
2012 school year. 
Now -- because Karen David-

son is a minority owner and
Tom Gores is the new majority
owner -- I think the program
was placed on hold. I hope to
see Karen Davidson, Ethan
Davidson, or Tom Gores at the
mini-makeover event on the
16th.

What is your connection to
the library? 
Neff: I'm the school media

specialist for eight grades,
grades one through eight. The
first day I interviewed with the
district, I visited the Holbrook
Library to get a look at it. It
was on that day that I fell in
love with the historic Holbrook
Library. 
No matter how poor a com-

munity is, the students de-
serve quality libraries every bit
as much as the students in
richer communities do. I wish
politicians would fund schools
in a consistent, fair manner
throughout Michigan.  
Right now, some schools re-

ceive far more funding than
other schools--almost twice as
much.

Tell me about the Read to
Achieve program if you can. 
Neff: Each year, the commu-

nity relations department for
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11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

— Fish Fry Fridays —
3-8pm • Lake Perch Dinner $8 • Cod Dinner $7 

• Shrimp Dinner $8 • Pickerel Dinner $8.25 • Combo Dinner $10
All dinners include fries or mac & cheese, coleslaw, and dinner roll. We deliver.

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every Fri & Sat Night
9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

Continued on page 7

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971
Characters Always Welcome!

Just Darts
Just Beer
Just Yakkin’

Just Pool
Just Booze
Just Jokes
Just Friends
Just Keno
Just Music
Just Trivia

WHAT’S GOING ON AT JEANS?

Just 
Fun!

G
lob

al 

Educational Excellence

educational management and developm
en

t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Budget Hearing
Hanley International Academy will be hosting
their 2011-2012 budget hearing and annual
organizational meeting, open to the public,
at 7am on Thursday, June 24, 2011 at
3056 Hanley St. Hamtramck, MI. 48212

Request for Bid
Hanley International Academy is 
accepting bids for classroom and 
office furniture for their new school
building.  Interested parties please
email greg@therominegroup.com

Congratulations to Dani 
on her graduation!

Father’s Day STEAK OUT!
Saturday June 18th \ 1pm-5pm

12 oz. New York Strip Steak, Corn on the Cob, 
Baked Potato, Salad $10

question of layoffs depends
on how many students enroll
next fall.
Last fall, student enroll-

ment fell by over 150 stu-
dents. Hamtramck's public
schools have seen a steep
drop in enrollment in recent
years because of competition
from local charter schools.
That drop in students has re-
sulted in the loss of millions
of dollars in state aid.
The competition for stu-

dents is only going to get
tougher. Hanley International
Academy is building a new
school on Denton St. that will
house pre-kindergarten stu-
dents through 8th grade.
All of the state's public

school districts have been hit
with funding cuts. Gov. Sny-
der and lawmakers have
been going back and forth on
how deep the cuts should be
for the past few months.
The final version appears

to be that funding per stu-
dent will decrease by $400,
with a chance for the district
to earn $200 back per stu-
dent if it succeeds in getting
concessions.
Niczay said the district is

facing a budget reduction of
$871,500. Asked if the dis-
trict can survive such a dras-
tic decrease in state funding,
Niczay gave a terse reply:
"We're going to try."
The Michigan Education As-

sociation, which represents
public school teachers, has
criticized Snyder and his fel-
low Republican lawmakers
for cutting education funding. 
The MEA says it's an at-

tempt to bust the teachers'
union and privatize services.
On Tuesday, the MEA called

for teachers to hold protests
at their schools. Hamtramck
teachers did not stage a
protest, but former union
president Bo Karpinsky said
he wore "red for ed."

Teachers take a
hit in the wallet
Continued from front page

Public schools look for a library makeover

City of Hamtramck
Department of Community 
and Economic Development
Request for Qualifications

(RFQ) For NSP2 
Residential and Mix Use 
Architectural Services

The City of Hamtramck is seeking architects to pro-
vide architectural services for its Neighborhood Sta-
bilization Program (NSP 2) residential and mixed-use
development projects.
The full Request for Qualifications (RFQ) package

can be obtained by visiting  www.hamtramck.us, or
contacting the Department of Community & Eco-
nomic Development at 313.870.0294, or emailing
jfriedmann@hamtramckcity.com
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

In a way, the contract con-
cessions that Hamtramck
Public School teachers
agreed to was inevitable.
That's because Gov. Rick

Snyder and his fellow Re-
publican legislators are
about to impose similar
cuts anyway. The crux of
their demands is for public
school teachers to pitch in
20 percent of their health
care costs.
Snyder and the state leg-

islature have also agreed to
cut per pupil state aid by
$400. This is going to cre-
ate financial instability in
many of the state's school
districts.
And if school districts go

belly up financially, Gov.
Snyder has laid the ground-
work for emergency finan-
cial managers to take over.
The EFMs have been given

broader power that allows
them to rip up union con-
tracts, privatize services
and even merge districts.
Many have lashed out at

Snyder and fellow Republi-
cans for setting up districts
for failure just to break the
teachers' union, which is
perceived to be a large sup-
porter of the Democratic
Party.
These cuts, in our opin-

ion, are indeed aimed at
busting the teachers' union
and opening the door to pri-
vatize public education. 
The defunding of public

education is being made at
the same time that Snyder
is offering corporations mil-
lions of dollars in tax cuts in
the belief that corporations
will in turn become more
profitable and hire more
people.

Hogwash.
This is the 10th year of

the Bush era tax cuts that
were also made in the be-
lief that it would boost the
economy and create jobs.
That theory is Republican
pie in the sky. It doesn't
work.
In fact, the economy has

gotten worse under these
tax cuts.
Let's face facts: Republi-

cans lawmakers are on the
warpath against unions and
the working class.
Voters who voted in Re-

publican lawmakers last fall
are now having buyers' re-
morse. What else will it
take to make the public re-
alize that the Snyder's vi-
sion to "reinvent" Michigan
is being done at the ex-
pense of the middle class?

Education cuts are aimed
at busting teachers’ union

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com
Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe 

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

Flunked ... We're not going
to name names, but while
tooling around the city on
Tuesday, we came across a
curious sight: A local driver's
ed instructor had been pulled
over by a traffic cop.
Although we're not going to

spill who the instructor was, it
should be said it was NOT
City Councilmember Shahab
Ahmed.

Anyway, we jumped out of
the car to grab a photo and
talk with the officer. The rea-
son for pulling the instructor
over? He was tailgating an-
other driver along the north-
bound I-75 service drive, also
known as Nagel St.
And by tailgating we're talk-

ing within inches of being be-
hind the other driver. The
officer said that when he
asked the instructor what the
deal was, the instructor
replied that the other driver
was driving too slow!
"And he's teaching people

how to drive," said the exas-
perated officer.
Well, all we can say is, that

just might explain why we
have so many crappy drivers
in this town.

Teach-in ... The Hamtramck
NAACP will once again hold a
teach-in, this time about in-
surance redlining and preda-

tory practices some insur-
ance companies engage in
and what you can do about all
of this.
The event is Saturday, June

25 at Zam Zam restaurant (lo-
cated at 11917 Conant) and
goes from 4 to 6 p.m. It's
free, but there is an appetizer
buffet available for $5.
Panelists include: Wayne

County Commissioner Martha

Scott, State Sen. Bert John-
son, Cliff Schrupp from the
Fair Housing Center and
Maryellen Lewis from the Na-
tional Community Reinvest-
ment Coalition. Hamtramck
NAACP member Bill Meyer will
moderate the talk.

Good cause … Ham-
tramck’s Friendship House is
holding its annual golf outing
to raise much needed money
to continue providing food
and needed services for the
community’s low-income resi-
dents.
The outing is on Saturday,

Aug. 27 at Beacon Hill Golf
Club in Commerce Twp. It’s
$100 person. For more infor-
mation, call (313) 871-7443.

Update … The Hamtramck
Police Department once again
hit the streets in force
Wednesday to round up the
bad guys and enforce city

codes. At the time we went to
press on Thursday, we had lit-
tle information on what hap-
pened, but at least one major
drug bust took place.
One or more of those ar-

rested lived in the Col. Ham-
tramck housing project. For
the families of those arrested
who live in the housing apart-
ments, there will be serious
consequences.
That’s because the arrests

will allow the housing admin-
istration to evict the families.
And in a follow-up of last

week’s bust of an Edwin St.
man wanted for income tax
evasion, there won’t be child
neglect charges filed against
him.
Officers raiding his house

removed two children from
the home because it was
deemed too filthy. It turns out
the children weren’t living
there. But … the house was
in such horrible condition it
was condemned and the man
can no longer live there – at
least until it’s cleaned up.
And when we say “filthy” we

mean floors covered with
feces. At least, that’s what
the cops say.
Before that bust was made,

a family of squatters was
kicked out of a house on
Lumpkin St. The people were
actually given one day to
gather their possessions to-
gether and find somewhere to
go.
Officers came by the next

day to make sure they were
gone, but they weren’t. As
they were being escorted out,
one woman, who described
herself as the homeowner,
said here were still four dogs
in an upstairs bedroom.
When officers went to get

the dogs they practically
gagged. The dogs were so
malnourished, they had to be
euthanized. The woman will
be facing animal cruelty
charges.

Spring fever …
How can you tell
when it’s getting
close to high school
graduation time and
the end of the
school year?
Well, when you see

high school kids get-
ting “wild and crazy”
– like four kids riding
on a single bike,
that’s a for sure
sign. Hey kids, have
a fun and safe sum-
mer. And to the
Class of 2011, we at
The Review say con-
gratulations and may
you succeed beyond
your wildest dreams.

A driver ed instructor pulls out into traffic after being tick-
eted for tailgating. His excuse? The driver in front of him was
going too slow.



the Pistons Palace Entertain-
ment Department has
awarded makeover grants to
schools. You can find a list of
past winners -- with photos --
on the Piston's website. 
Sometimes they award

$40,000 — sometimes much
more--to the school. Usually,
they ask some of the star bas-
ketball players to come out
and help with the painting. It's
a wonderful program!

What gets a child interested
in reading? Interests? Teach-
ers? Parents?
Neff: Children naturally love

books, especially new books.
It's important that students
know adults who love to read
so that they get interested in
reading. It's also important
that they are able to choose
from a wide variety of books
so that they get hooked on
reading. 
It's the one skill that can

turn them into a life-long
reader.  The Hamtramck Pub-
lic Schools are working to cre-
ate life-long learners, not just
test-takers who quickly forget
what they've learned after

they take their tests.

Can a child be taught to
read voraciously, or is that
something that comes from
within the child herself/him-
self? Parents?
Neff: The love of reading is

usually taught. Sometimes it
takes awhile though for this to
happen, especially if the stu-
dent cannot read in their na-
tive language.  Availability of
reading materials is a crucial
part of this. 
That is why the Hamtramck

Public Schools have stressed
reading. Without it a variety of
reading programs, many stu-
dents later drop out of school
after high school because
they cannot keep up with the
coursework.

I'm interested in your state-
ment, "Being able to read full
books of personal interest …
lowers dropout rates. Could
you explain it more, and what
do you mean by free-choice
reading? I know it seems ob-
vious, but I'm wondering if
you could explain why free
choice, instead of, say, as-

signed reading, improves
reading skills.
Neff: Most of us came

about our vocabularies by
reading materials of interest
to us. Free choice reading
simply means that students
have a good amount of choice
in the selection of books. 
Yes, teachers can use work-

sheets, or such, but few stu-
dents fall in love with
worksheets or boardwork. 
Yes, teachers can use frag-

ments of books in politically
correct textbooks. Usually the
selections are watered down,
though, so that no one takes
offense with the textbook. It's
rare that students fall in love
with a textbook. 
Yes, teachers can also as-

sign books. This sometimes
turns students off to reading
instead of turning them on to
reading, though.  
I still remember one book by

Faulkner assigned to a class
when I was in school. It was
As I Lay Dying but every stu-
dent thought of it as As I Die
Reading. It was a horrible ex-
perience. Although it did not
turn me off to reading, sadly,
it did turn off other students
to reading.
Without strong reading

skills, many students later
find themselves in the prison
population. The statistics on
this are a national disgrace.
Our politicians should be
ashamed of themselves.
Stressing tax cuts for the rich
over schools for the poor is
shortsighted. 
All students need to fall in

love with reading while in pub-
lic school. There is a clear link
between success in life and
reading skills.
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why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

The Hamtramck Recreation Department presents: 
A free movie at Pulaski Park on Friday, June 17 

Movie will begin at Dusk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please remember children under 18 must be 

accompanied by an adult. 
No alcohol or tobacco are allowed in the park. 

 

Come watch on our giant inflatable movie screen! 

We are having a special viewing of: 
Michael Jacksons “This is it” 

 

Please bring a blanket or lawn chairs and your own 
bug spray.  Kona Ice will be on hand selling frozen 

flavor ice treats for a very reasonable price. 
Please call 313-892-2635 for more information. 

Movie is free to the community! 
Your millage dollars at work! 

Gardener’s    
Corner …

By Kathleen Wojcinski
Be an urban mini-farmer!
Yes, Hamtramck yards are

notoriously small, but a little
creativity can turn a sunny
spot into a space dripping
with food. Moisture control,
enriched soil by Miracle
Grow or Scott’s is best when
container gardening, as they

dry out quicker, especially
hanging pots
Veggies have deep roots, so

provide a pot with 12 inches
or more in diameter and
depth, with drainage at the
bottom. Pebbles, pea gravel,
fish gravel, small bits of Styro-
foam placed under the soil
helps with moisture control.

Herbs use smaller, lower
containers, enjoying com-
pany so you can bundle a
few together, adding a flower
edible for attention.
Fences are great for win-

dow boxes, pocket bags,
topsy-turvies and mangers,
so lack of space is no ex-
cuse anymore.
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Recycling Day
Saturday
June 11th
9am to 3pm

Sorry, we are no
longer accepting 

styrofoam.

Public schools look for a library
makeover Continued from page 5

Making It To The Finish Line
Making It To The Finish Line (a non-profit
501c3 organization) will be sponsoring
Academic and Summer fun affordable summer
program. Starting June 20, 2011 thru July 28,
2011. Turning Hobbies Into Profit, ages 13-17
(girls only). Summer Jamboree ages 6-12. For registration
information you may visit our website: www.mittfl.org or call our
office for more information at 313-460-0596. Early registration
Tuesday, June 14, 2011, 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 2140 Holbrook,
Hamtramck, MI (1 block East of I-75). Please note: We are limited
to 25 children, so please come register early so that your child
wil have something to do positive this summer. Total cost for the
six week program $25 registration fee (non-refundable), cost of
six week program $150 = $175 for total program which averages
$30 per week.



Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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      Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
•    
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2095-97 Belmont - $24,900 SOLD!
2633 Casmere - $89,900
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 
5546 Casmere - $9,900  
12134 Charest - $19,900

9632 Dequindre - $23,000
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
11703 Klinger - $34,900  SOLD!
12080 Lumpkin - $24,900 NEW PRICE! 
11625 McDougall - $34,900 NEW!
1934 Norwalk - $39,900 SOLD!
1964 Norwalk - $29,000 Land contract
available
2424 Pulaski - $34,900 NEW PRICE!
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren 
Mechanic Shop

Macomb Township:
17381 Beacham - Bank Owned, Brick
Ranch, Built 1995. $140,000 NEW
PRICE!
Pontiac:
*88 Home St. $4,750  NEW!
Roseville:
*16555 Curtis - $84,900  NEW!
Shelby Township:
*49011 White Mill - $199,900  SOLD!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $149,900 NEW PRICE!
Lake view!
Warren:
8268 Lozier - $19,900 - NEW PRICE!
*30010 Warner - $119,900 NEW!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - At-
tention Investors! 2 well-maintained
single-family homes on one lot.
Great income potential! Short-Sale
$24,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

2362-64 Burger-Hamtramck - 3
Unit Multi-Level; 6 Bedrooms, 3
Baths, Basement, Garage, Sepa-
rate Utilities $39,900

3826 Carpenter, Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
Full Basement, 2 Car Block
Garage. $29,000

2675 Evaline-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Full Basement, All Furniture
& Appliances.$35,000

2693 Evaline-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, First-Floor Laundry, New
Furnace & Water Heater, All Appli-
ances, 2 Car Block Garage.
$32,900

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom de-
signer touches throughout. 3 BR,
built-in appliances, basement,
garage. Must see to appreciate.
$56,000 - PRICE REDUCED!

2274-76 Florian, Hamtramck - In-
vestment Property! Clean, well-
maintained 4-unit home. One
block from St. Florian Church.
$55,000

8091 Helen, Centerline - 2 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Kitchen, First-
Floor Laundry, Garage, Short-Sale
Subject to Bank Approval.
$15,000

2382 Commor-Hamtramck - 1
bedroom, Living Room, Dining
Room, Expansion Attic, First-Floor
Laundry $17,000

12019 Fleming - Hamtramck - 4
Bedrooms, Living Room, Dining
Room, Finished Basement, 2-Car
Garage, $29,900

1964 NORWALK
Land contract available, $10,000
down, $500 monthly payment

$29,900
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All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$795
www.zamzamrestauran

t.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

Mon-Fri
11:30-3:00

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Caniff
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

NOW ENROLLING FOR
SEGMENTS 1 & 2

After Discount $200 for Segment 1. Classes
start soon. Students must be 14 years and 8

months before first day of class.

Call Today! 313-408-0900

3100 Caniff Ave. • Hamtramck 

sonaar@att.net

Be the first

15, with full

payment and get

$50 OFF Now Hiring
Instructors!

Adult Driving Class - $30/Hr
(Price varies with distance)

place to cool off was at Pu-
laski Park, where you could
take a run through the
splash pad or just enjoy the
shade under the pavilion, or
a tree. 
Well, there are, for some

weird reason, only a couple
of trees in this so-called
park, but what else is new?
This is Hamtramck, where
sometimes up is down and

city "parks" are just glori-
fied lots.
But we digress. Gee … it

must be the heat.
Anyway, if you couldn't find

a shady place, the next best
thing was to carry your own
in the form of an umbrella,
which we ran into one fella
doing while strolling down
Caniff. Hey, it works.

Heatwave rolls into town, and there could be more
Continued from front page

For sure the best place to escape a heatwave is at Pulaski
Park where you can jump into a splash pad, or just sit under
some shade. But if you have to go out into the concrete jun-
gle, it’s best to carry your own form of shade – an umbrella.
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Hamtramck, 3101 Jacob St., 2
Br. lower, large kitchen and din-
ing room, excellent condition,
newly painted, laundry facility
included, Section 8 welcomed,
586-497-8810. 6/17

Hamtramck, 9479 Mc-
Dougall, 2 Br. Lower, living
room, kitchen, bathroom, im-
mediate occupancy, first
month rent + I month security
deposit, 313-871-0724. 6/17

Hamtramck, 2154 Belmont, 2
Br. lower, living room, dining
room, kitchen, newly remod-
eled, no pets, new fridge and
stove, first month rent + I
month security, 313-213-
8502. 6/24

Studio, 2 - 3 br. For rent, cen-
tral air, dryer-washer, dish-
washer, Hamtramck +
Warren, call Mario, 313-420-
7451.

Nice apartment, Hamtramck,
lower, $550 + $550 deposit,
248-652-4826. 7/1

Studio, 1 + 2 Br., no pets,
Hamtramck, 313-632-5566.
6/24

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper, living
room, dining room, kitchen,
2300 Whalen, good condi-
tion, near school, Section 8
OK, no pets, immediate occu-
pancy, $475/month + secu-
rity deposit, 586-354- 6270,
586-806-5312. 6/24

Hamtramck, 1 Br. upper,  nice
neighborhood, clean, stove-
fridge, 313-598-0175. 6/10

Hamtramck, 2 Br., nice and
clean, available immediately,
$400/month + deposit. Also
have 2 Br. condo in Warren,
313-712-6021. 6/24

Hamtramck, upper 3 Br., ref-
erences required, private
parking, $575/month + secu-
rity deposit, 313-801-4001.
6/10

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower, very
clean, nice basement,
$500/month + security + ref-
erences, 248-214-9573. 6/10

Lower, 2 Br., pretty flowers,
shaded porch, large backyard,
sage neighborhood, appli-
ances, water included,
$500/month + one month
security deposit, 313-301-
0594. 6/24

Hamtramck, a really nice fur-
nished 1 Br. apartment, with
all the bells and whistles, in
the heart of town, in a well-
maintained, clean, quiet build-
ing, $695/ month, includes
all utilities, sorry no pets,
248-931-9731. 6/17

2 room studio apartment,
Lehman + Gallagher, fur-
nished, separate entrance,
utilities separate, $310/
month + security deposit, no
pets, call Dale 248-892-
7257. 6/10

Clean upper on Fleming St.,
$425/month + security. Also,
another upper on Fleming,
$550/month + security,
stove-fridge, 313-355-8673.
6/10

Upper, 2+3 Br., clean,
$450/month, 3356 E.
Palmer, Detroit, 586-634-
5593. 6/10

Yemans-Jos. Campau area, 2
Br. upper, newly remodeled,
wood floors, ceiling fans in
every room, vinyl windows
with marble sills, fridge-stove,
separate water heater, full
basement, $550/month 248-
321-3069, ask for Mike. 6/10

Hamtramck, Conant-Yemans
area, 2 Br. upper, living room,
dining room, $400/month +
security, must have good
credit, no pets, 586-945-
0317. 6/10

Hamtramck, Conant-Yemans
area, 2 Br. upper, living room,
dining room, $400/month +
security, must have good
credit, no pets, 586-945-
0317. 6/10

Hamtramck, 2 Br. lower,
stove-fridge, living, dining, ask
for Doda or David, no pets,
586-722-8963, 586-978-
2363. 6/10

Single room, furnished,
kitchen privileges, call 313-
220-8961. 6/24

2 Br. brick house, carpet
throughout, garage, base-
ment, attic, Hamtramck-De-
troit border, no pets,
313-368-0039. 6/10

Hamtramck, 9560 Charest, 2
Br. upper with balcony, laundry
facility, new appliances, central
air, must have good credit, and
two years verifiable employ-
ment record, ideal for single
professional and artist,
$650/month, call Johnny at
248-866-1110. 

3 + 5 Br. single houses with
option to buy, no pets, 313-
369-1654. 6/17

Hamtramck-Detroit, 1-2 BR
Apt., newly remodeled, super
clean, nice area, no pets.
(586) 634-2502.

3279 Hanley, 3 Br., base-
ment, stove-fridge, carpet.
Also 3275 Hanley, stove-
fridge, carpet, 313-575-7411.
6/10

12030 Nagel, Hamtramck,
$9,000, 3 Br. bungalow with
full basement, clean, needs
updates, immediate occu-
pancy, (586) 344-8896. 6/17

Beautiful 2-family house,
11600 Lumpkin, Hamtramck,
by appointment only, 586-
822-7800. 6/10

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

ROOM 

FOR RENT

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds
Truck driver-owner operator
wanted, great pay, for local
and regional delivery, home
every weekend, 586-556-
5618. 6/17

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds
11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

FOR RENT
Lower studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
2 bedrooms, includes 

new appliances, oak flooring
throughout, $550/mo., 1-1/2

month sec. dep.
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

BY OWNER

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

HamtramckRentals.com
Oak floors & remodeled 
2 Br. lower apartments,

washer-dryer,
$575/month
Call Julie

313-570-4242

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

LEGAL SERVICES

Attorney 

Criminal and Civil Law

(313) 368-9469
Email:

kellymarshcasper@att.net

Advertisers should check their ad follow-
ing first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error oc-
curred. We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified advertise-
ment.

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

Deadline for 

classifieds for

next week is

Thursday at

Noon
$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

Call  (313) 874-2100
to place your ad

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

— ATTORNEY —

Injured then fired? Slip and fall? 
Insurance company not paying you?
Traffic ticket? Someone owe you?

— FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS —

Free Confidential Phone Call

(248) 515-9807 (24 Hour)

jmk5677@gmail.com

FREE

PETS

Call Us Today!

(MATCHMAKING OFFICE)

— “Beat Loneliness!” —

MATCHMAKING

Meet Polish Women!

Free fixed cat, well-cared for,
litter trained, loves being pet-
ted and held, adorable and
will keep you company, look-
ing for a good-loving home,
313-656-1429. 6/17

BUILDERS AND REMODELING

Help Wanted
Commercial Office Cleaning
Person needed for two days
Weekly on Monday and Tuesday
From 4:30 P.M. to 11:00 P.M.

$8.00 per Hour
Experience and References

Area: Local area of Hamtramck
Contact: (313) 873-2900
Email: hollie@sterlingtrucksales.com

Bangla Remodeling &
Builders

— Licensed Builder — 
Maintenance & Alteration 

Contractor
Complete Home Improvements

Tel: 313-721-6552
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DISCOUNT FRESH FISH • 313-365-1111

Buy 2 Dinners 
or Combos and
get a 10 pc. 

Large Shrimp

FREE!
With coupon. 

DISCOUNT FRESH FISH • 313-365-1111

3
$0.99
Limit 9 wings. With coupon.
— Limited Time Offer — 

DISCOUNT FRESH FISH • 313-365-1111

1 pc Wing Ding,
5 pc Large Shrimp
With Fries & Cole Slaw

$599
With coupon. 

DISCOUNT FRESH FISH • 313-365-1111

20 Whole Wings,
10 pcs Fish 

(Whiting or Tilapia or Ocean Perch)

10 pcs Large Shrimp
French Fries & Cole Slaw

$2599
With coupon. 

DISCOUNT FRESH FISH • 313-365-1111

1/2 Baked Chicken
2 Sides

Peach Cobbler
Macaroni with Cheese

$499
With coupon. 

Whole
Wings

$499$2599$599FREE!
WE 

DELIVER!
Min. purchase $30

$0.99

It’s said that whatever hap-
pens to Detroit, so goes Ham-
tramck. If you were to rely
solely on the local main-
stream media, you’d think De-
troit is no more than a
crime-infested wasteland.
Well, we’re here to say that
isn’t so. Our friends over at
modeldmedia.com and metro-
mode.com have been report-
ing on fascinating
development projects for the
past few years.

With their permission, here
is a round-up of their reports
from the past week:

City crepe-tress Torya Blan-
chard will open a new sit-
down restaurant this summer
in Hamtramck. Ootie's, her
newest culinary creation, will
be housed in the former Thai
Bangkok location at 9737
Joseph Campau. Blanchard
says she found the 1,100 sq.
ft. space through the help of
Hamtramck's Director of
Community and Economic
Development, Jason Fried-
mann.
"Ootie's is a breakfast and

lunch place," she says. While
she dances around calling it
"upscale," she adds, "it'll be
nice, good quality ingredi-
ents, but comfort food" -- with
a creative twist.
"I want it to be food for

everyone," she says. "It's a
nice, quality place, but not so
upscale where people would-
n't feel like they could come
in and get a good meal."
She's also excited about

the interior design, which she
calls comfortable and casual.
"That's my favorite part," she
says. "On the wall, I'm actu-
ally putting up this huge bill-
board-size poster for Wrigley
gum. It's really pretty." 
Blanchard's inspiration was

a since-shuttered restaurant
in Hamtown. "I remember
coming to Hamtramck in my
early 20s, and there was a
restaurant called Salvador
Deli," she says. "It was so
cute and so charming. Hon-
estly, I think it's time for Ham-
tramck to have something
like that again."
It's the latest venture in

Blanchard's burgeoning em-
pire, which includes another
Good Girls Go To Paris
creperie opening in Grosse
Pointe Park this summer, as
well as the upcoming Rodin
bar in the Park Shelton build-
ing, where Good Girls Go To
Paris Midtown is located.
"Detroit is an easy place to

do this kind of thing," she
says of her serial forays into
entrepreneurship. "For me, I
like doing it, and it's easy to
do in Detroit. The Hamtramck
Ootie's location is so close to
Good Girls and Rodin and ...
I don't know, it makes sense.
Why not?"
And as for that moniker,

Torya's staying coy. "It's a pet
name for someone special,"
she says.
Look for Ootie's to open its

doors in late June.

Writer: Ashley C. Woods

Metro news …
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My, how we’ve changed. (And how we haven’t.) 
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