
• Tightness in your chest
• Shortness of breath
• Heaviness or pain in your legs

• High blood pressure
• Dizziness
• Smoking

I-75

Jos. Cam
pau

Conant

Canif
f

10005 Jos. Campau
Hamtramck

(313) 974-6365

Early diagnosis can prevent heart attacks and strokes!

Fuad F. Katbi ~ Cardiologist
Diplomat, American Board of Cardiovascular Disease, American Board of Nuclear

Cardiology, American Board of Internal Medicine.

Heart and Vascular 
Disease is the 

Number One Killer 
of Men and Women

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100

Volume 3   No. 10
March 18, 2011

50¢

Quick Hits

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

11650 Jos. Campau 
Hamtramck

(313) 368-0500
Mon-Sat. 6am-11:30pm

Daily Lunch & 
Dinner Specials

Continued on page 2

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages
The Review's official Yellow Pages for Hamtramck is about to hit the streets. It includes the phone numbers of residents and businesses. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your message delivered to every household and business in Hamtramck and 
now including the nearby areas of Detroit totaling approx. 45,000.

Call 313-874-2100 for more details
Great advertising rates and a great
way to promote your business!

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages

Call 313-874-2100

Dry Cleaning Order or
Drop Off (Wash, Dry & Fold) Order

Offer ends March 31. With this coupon.

9139 Jos. Campau 
(at Holbrook) Open 7 Days - 7am – 11pm

313-870-1927
www.hamtramckcoinlaundry.com
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By Alan R. Madeleine
If you didn’t know any bet-

ter, you might think that the
funeral home business in
Hamtramck was, well, dying.
Over the past several years,

some of the well-known fu-
neral homes in the area have
ceased to exist.  Miller, Or-
lowski and Frontczak are
among the prominent names
no longer operating in Ham-
tramck, or at all in the trade.
Reached by telephone, City

Treasurer Mike Wilk, of Ju-
rkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home,
said he purchased the former
Jurkiewicz and Sons business
in 1975. A licensed director
for 44 years, born and raised
here in town, he says the
business is much changed
now.
“They (people) have a ten-

dency to want different
things,” he said, a sentiment
that was echoed virtually
across the board by all the re-
maining directors.
For one, there has been a

strong turn away from sitting
funerals and formal body
viewings, to cremations, often
on the same day of death, ac-
cording to Dave Krot, of Krot
Funeral Home. He said that a
certain segment of the popu-

lation seems to have also,
perhaps, lost a modicum of
respect for the process, as
well.
“Still, it’s a very gratifying

profession,” he says, straight-
forwardly. He handles public
relations, while his brother

Don, recently unretired and
back from Florida, is the li-
censed director in their oper-
ation.
Dave Krot touts doing

things “right,” and with atten-
tion to detail, as the keys to
success in the business, and
is quick to praise the remain-
ing competitors as people
who follow that edict as well. 

“If we did it wrong, we
wouldn’t still be here,” he ad-
mits.
Nor is he suggesting that

those places now out of busi-
ness were doing things wrong
either.  For them, it seems
simply to have been a matter

of time.
Fred Hikade, whose last

name is pronounced Hi-KEED,
offers a perspective. Owner of
the 93-year-old Skupny Fu-
neral Home business since
1990, he may, on the surface,
seem to have joined the
ranks of the goners, but in
fact he is simply hunting for
another building. Meanwhile,

he operates out of the Wilk fu-
neral home, with their assis-
tance. His former parking
garage was leveled some
months back, and his old
building has transformed,
rather incongruously, into an
Asian restaurant.
The former art scholarship

student, lured to the trade by
the potential income, shed a
unique light on the change in
Hamtramck’s death industry
landscape.
“With Mr. Miller, he was a

single man, never-married,
and had no one to really leave
the business to, to carry it
on,” he said. “Orlowski had a
son, meanwhile, but he
wasn’t interested in continu-
ing the family work.” 
Also, he noted, Ham-

tramck’s funeral homes went
out of business simply be-
cause many people have
moved out of the area over
the last 20 years, to the
northern suburbs and exur-
bia.
Chris Buhay, licensed direc-

tor of the eponymous Buhay
Funeral Chapel, has devel-
oped a unique approach to
keep it going. His chapel
serves, almost exclusively,

By Ian Perrotta
If things go right for Ham-

tramck’s Weed and Seed pro-
gram, area gangs will have a
lot more to worry about than
who’s wearing what color.
The community advocacy or-

ganization just completed an
application for a three-year
anti-gang grant.
Funded by the Department

of Justice, the $700,000 grant
would begin in 2012 if ap-
proved.  The timing couldn’t be
better, either, as it would just
after the final year of the five-
year Weed and Seed program. 
Moreover, according to

Weed and Seed Site Director
Barbara Stachowski, the foun-

dation’s accomplishments so
far – particularly organizing
neighborhood block clubs and
the new radio patrol – has
made the city an ideal candi-
date.
“The grant we applied for is

very complementary in follow-
ing Weed and Seed,” she
said. “Everything that has
been done so far has allowed
for the city’s residents to be-
come empowered to make a
difference.”
In order to apply for the

grant, Stachowski had to first
establish that the city does in
fact have a gang problem. To
do so, she enlisted the help

Housing crisis?
What housing
crisis?
By Charles Sercombe
The housing market may be

in the toilet, but you wouldn’t
know it by looking around Ham-
tramck.
How’s that?
The city is undergoing a mas-

sive housing development proj-
ect that will eventually fill up
almost every empty lot as well
as refurbish a number of exist-
ing houses. For the past few
months, the first leg of this
project has been underway.
Thanks to a $15 million gift

from the Obama administra-
tion, Hamtramck also gets a
two-for-one.
The housing development

serves to put a final end to a
40-year-old housing discrimina-
tion lawsuit filed against Ham-
tramck by a group of black
residents who, back in the
1960s, accused city officials of
targeting their homes for dem-
olition, all in the name of
“urban renewal.”
The black residents said

“urban renewal” was more
about getting rid of African-
American residents rather than

making improvements to the
neighborhoods. The city even-
tually agreed to build 200
housing units to resolve the
lawsuit, but that agreement
was long in coming.
It wasn’t until about 10 years

ago that a development agree-
ment was completed, and it
won’t be until another two or
three years for all of the hous-
ing units to be constructed.
About 96 houses have been
built so far.

Weed and Seed program targets gang activity

Continued on page 6

In Hamtramck, the business of
death barely hangs on

Continued on page 4

Second generation immigrants from the middle east have taken up
American ways by forming their own gangs like “Arabz.”

Ah, spring. It’s finally
here, this Sunday, March
20.
Has this been one of

the toughest, coldest,
snowiest, meanest win-
ters or what? In fact, de-
spite what the calendar
says, it’s still unseason-
ably cold. However, we
saw one sure sign of
spring: teenagers in
shorts.
Unfortunately, we’ve

read somewhere that we
are in a La Nina, mean-
ing more wild and unpre-
dictable weather for the
next several weeks.
Come on summer.

Who said this, and what
is it about? You can
find the quote and the
story it belongs to
somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“When they would
dump big piles of 
donated crap they 
didn't want, I'd lug it
to my dumpster.
Frankly, I've had

enough.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

The “Sarah Garrett” housing
project is part of the final de-
velopment that will result in
the construction and rehab-
bing of 104 housing units.

Mike Wilk, of Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home, says that peo-
ples’ tastes in funerals have shifted.



The latest development plan
calls for building or rehabbing
104 houses. The first leg of
construction comes under the
auspices of the Michigan State
Housing Development Authority.
MSHDA is building 22

dwellings, most of which are
two-family structures. Four ex-
isting houses will be reno-
vated. The project is aptly
called “The Sarah Garrett
Homes” – named after the
woman who came to symbolize
the housing lawsuit.
This part of the development

project is perhaps the most
unique. They will remain rental
dwellings for 30 years, and the
structures will be maintained
through a contractor, which in-
cludes replacing broken win-
dows, removing snow and
cutting grass.
The units already have ten-

ants lined up.
The next two phases of the

development involve the city

and Wayne County. The city will
be building or rehabbing 39
dwellings. The county’s portion
is 30 houses.

Both the city’s and state’s
houses will be sold at a super-
low price of about $50,000.
The three separate develop-

ment projects are spread all
throughout the city. The state’s
portion is mostly focused in
the area of Yemans, Evaline

and Belmont near Alpena.
In all three development proj-

ects the plaintiffs – and their
descendents -- of the housing

lawsuit have first dibs on the
houses.
The history of the housing

lawsuit has taken many twists
and turns over the years. After
the first round of houses was
constructed a few years ago,
city, county and state officials

held a ribbon ceremony cele-
brating the closure of the law-
suit.
Even the retired federal

judge who oversaw the case,
Damon Keith, attended the cer-
emony.
Perhaps, it could be said, the

celebration was premature. It
won’t be until these last three
development phases are com-
pleted that it can be said that
the lawsuit is finally over.

Regardless of the lawsuit, its
ugly history, and the painfully
long time it took to even pound
the first nail into the first house,
the end result is more people
will be moving into Hamtramck,
and they will be able to own a
home at an affordable price.
On Yemans St. at Alpena,

three new two-family houses
are going up. Saad Almasmary
just purchased a brick bunga-
low next to the houses. Just

weeks ago there were garbage
strewn lots around Almas-
mary's house. Now there are
houses going up all around his
neighborhood.
“This is beautiful,” Almas-

mary said standing in front of
his house. “We want to see
Hamtramck rise. All of these
houses going up will bring new
business. They will bring peo-
ple to Hamtramck also.”

This week at the library...
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, March 12

at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor
for the ESL class for beginners. Everyone is in-
vited. Free to the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, March 19 at

noon. All children are invited to library storytime.
This week we will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day
with reading and arts and crafts.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Mon-

day, March 21 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic com-
puter skills can enhance their computer literacy
each Monday at the library. Number of partici-
pants is limited to available computers. 
Computer Classes for Beginners – Tuesday,

March 22 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on com-
puter use for beginners will be held on Tuesdays.
Number of participants is limited to available
computers.
Reading and Conversation for ESL Students -

Tuesday, March 22 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is the in-
structor for the reading and conversation ESL
classes.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, March 22 at 4

p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math club
and math tutoring.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, March 23 at

3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the
library. Come and enjoy our feature presentation,
which includes free popcorn and snacks.
Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, March 24 at

4 p.m. Sign up and participate in Jeopardy games
held on Thursdays at the library. Compete against
friends, win prizes and have fun developing your
knowledge skills. 

Special Screening of a LiNK Documentary
Movie "Hiding" - Thursday, March 24 at 7 p.m.
LiNK (Liberty in North Korea) is an organization
that is currently working on a modern day un-
derground railroad, helping refugees who have
escaped North Korea to find freedom. Many
North Koreans face starvation if they stay (in
addition to complete religious oppression and
persecution), so they risk their lives to flee to
China where they must live in hiding. If caught,
they will be sent back to North Korea and ex-
ecuted or put into a concentration camp.
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday,

April 14 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Li-
brary Board will be held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,

March 24 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy
Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday, invite all
members and volunteers to participate in the
regular monthly meeting and election meeting
of the FHPL.
Piano Recital - Friday, April 1 at 7 p.m.

Matthew Walczak, a young Polish pianist, will
present his music program featuring works of
Mozart, Chopin and Debussy.
Special Thanks to Mr. J. William Gorski for

his continuous efforts to compile the "Index
of Hamtramck Obituaries". Recently the index
of 1960’s was donated to the Library and can
be accessed on HPL web page in local history
section.

For more information about events at the library 
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us 

where you can also access our online catalog. 
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For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Housing crisis? What housing crisis? Continued from front page

By Ian Perrotta
Hamtramck is full of immi-

grants, and each has their own
story to tell. But while this
Thursday’s (March 24) presen-
tation at the library won’t be
about any of them, it will cer-
tainly be worth attending.
In order to raise awareness

about the plight of North Ko-
rean refugees, the Hamtramck
Public Library is hosting a
screening of the movie "Hid-
ing.” The film – created by Lib-
erty in North Korea (LiNK) –
exposes the struggle North Ko-
rean refugees must go through
in China to find freedom.

The documentary features
the stories of those still living
in hiding in North Korea and

tells the struggles and plights
of their everyday lives, and
also explains ways that people
across the globe can help in
bringing them to freedom. Ad-
ditionally, the film screening
will help raise the funds neces-
sary to help rescue more
North Korean refugees cur-
rently in hiding.
As for the reason the Ham-

tramck Library is showing a
documentary about a popula-
tion with little ties to the area,
Library Director Tamara
Sochacka explained that it is
important to highlight humani-
tarian crises regardless of who
is affected. She said that in
order to prevent similar situa-
tions from happening in the fu-

ture it is paramount that we
address them in the present.
“Many of us here in Ham-

tramck are from countries that
were communist and totalitar-
ian, and many people who are
here suffered the same condi-
tions,” she said. “It is impor-
tant for people to become
aware of this humanitarian cri-
sis. We think that the efforts of
LiNK are worthwhile and we
want to let others know about
their work.”
“Hiding” will be shown at 7

p.m. on Thursday, March 24 in
the Hamtramck Public Library.
The event is free and open to
all, and after the film’s screen-
ing LiNK will provide additional
information and resources. 

In a community of immigrants, another
group’s tale of struggle is told
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By Charles Sercombe
One by one, public school

teachers in the metro area
agreeing to salary cuts to
help defray budget deficits.
River Rouge teachers re-

cently agreed to a 15 percent
pay cut.
Teachers in Oak Park are

taking a 5 percent hit, while
teachers in Bloomfield Hills,
Lake Orion, Oxford, Walled
Lake and Waterford have
agreed to give up planned
salary increases.
In Hamtramck, there is no

indication teachers will agree
to a cut. The district faces a
$4 million deficit, which will
only get worse with a $470
per pupil cut in state revenue
sharing.
Hamtramck Superintendent

Tom Niczay said that when
you factor in other expenses,
the loss in state aid equals
$700 per student. Add it all
up, Niczay said, and the dis-
trict is facing a loss of $1 mil-
lion in revenue in the coming
year.
Niczay said he has no idea

how his district will survive
that financial blow.

One thing is for sure, Niczay
said: the teachers’ union has
to agree to contract conces-
sions in order for the district
to survive.
But there seems to be a

communication problem
within the teachers’ union.
Several teachers have spo-
ken privately with The Review
about their concern that their
union leadership has not in-
formed them of the offers
being made.
Union President Bo Karpin-

sky hasn’t been clear on this
matter, saying the union lead-
ership has rejected past con-
tract concessions.
Apparently, those past offers
were not put up to a full vote
of the teachers.
Niczay said formal contract

negotiations will begin April 6.
If the district fails to bal-

ance its budget, the state can
step in and appoint an emer-
gency financial manager. 
A state-appointed emer-

gency financial manager now
has the power to rip up union
contracts and write new
ones. An EFM can also de-
cide to dissolve the district

and merge it with another.
Gov. Rick Snyder’s cuts in

education funding have led to
accusations from union lead-
ers across the state that he
is purposely setting up school
districts for financial failure.
Snyder’s critics say the

change in the law governing
EFM’s to allow union con-
tracts to be dissolved is an
attempt to break unions.
There is now growing oppo-

sition to Snyder, and an on-
line recall drive has begun.

By Ian Perrotta
They say one man’s trash is

another man’s treasure. Just
don’t expect that sentiment
from Sean Kowalski.
For the past 15 years, Kowal-

ski says he has had problems
with the inhabitant of a stand-
alone garage located at the in-
tersection of Bernard St. and
the alley behind Holbrook. Ac-
cording to him, the structure’s
occupant, Lutheran Social
Services (LSS), has failed to
maintain the property and has
repeatedly left large piles of
trash and other debris lying on
the side of the building. 
“I have always shoveled,

mowed, cut ghetto palms,
swept, etc.,” he says. “When
they would dump big piles of
donated crap they didn't want,
I'd lug it to my dumpster.
Frankly, I've had enough.”
As a co-owner of Café 1923

and the owner of a nearby
home – both of which are situ-
ated near the garage in ques-
tion – Kowalski said that after
years of getting the runaround
from LSS he finally grew tired
of the problem and decided to
alert the media.

When LSS was initially asked
about the issue, a woman by
the name of Judy who an-
swered the phone denied hav-
ing any knowledge of the
building. She also said she
was unaware of the issue until
this week.
“We don’t have any facilities

in Hamtramck,” she said. “In
fact, other than a voicemail I
heard this morning, this is the
first I’ve heard of any problem.”
However, Kowalski insists

that is not the case. He says
that in the years during which
LSS never mowed any grass,
shoveled any snow from the
sidewalk nor made any efforts
to clean trash from the prop-
erty, through the course of try-
ing to rectify the situation he
learned that the building was
operated by the Refugee Serv-
ices division of LSS. 
Upon calling the head of

Refugee Services, Belmin Pin-
jit, The Review was told by him
that it was “not possible” that
the building had been a source
of problems for the past 15
years, stating that their
Refugee Services had not
been around for that time-
frame.
However, he did concede

that the building had been in
use since he had come to the
country as a refugee in 1996.
He also contended that the
structure has been unused
since 2006, when another fa-
cility was obtained in Madison
Heights, and that in 2007 all
remaining furniture that could
be salvaged was moved to the
Madison Heights location. 
Additionally, Pinjit claimed

that the garage has been
locked for the last four-to-five
years, and that any trash or de-
bris left in the area was a re-
sult of a failure by Waste
Management to pick it up. He
said that his organization is
sometimes called to collect do-
nations from people who are
actually just trying to get some
furniture removed from their
houses, and the main problem
is that when his organization
leaves a pile for Waste Man-
agement sometimes others
pick through it and leave the

Second Front Page

Continued on page 6

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710
11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD

OF REVIEW FOR 2011
I hereby give notice that the Board of Review for the
City of Hamtramck will meet in the Hamtramck City
Hall at 3401 Evaline in said City on Monday, March
21, 2011 and Thursday, March 24, 2011 from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and also on Wednesday, March 23,
2011 from 1 p.m. To 9 p.m. for the purpose of ex-
amining, reviewing and correcting The 2011 Assess-
ment Roll and hearing complaints of all persons
Interested herein considering themselves aggrieved.

Tentative Equalization Ratios
Ratio Factor

Commercial 50% 1.0000
Industrial 50% 1.0000
Residential 50% 1.0000

Anthony F. Fuoco
Assessor for the City of Hamtramck

(313) 870-0325

APPEAL HEARINGS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY!!

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

MARCH MADNESS 
EVERYTHING 
HALF OFF!
Grinnell Piano For Sale – 

First Good Cash Offer Takes It!

MARCH MADNESS 
EVERYTHING 
HALF OFF!

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

NOW ENROLLING FOR
SEGMENTS 1 & 2

— Adult Training Available —
Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Malayalam, Arabic 

speaking instructors available.

313-879-3821  •  Cell 586-864-3111

Corporate Office
34807 Giannetti Dr. • Sterling Hgts.

Hamtramck
3100 Caniff Ave.

First 

10 Students

Receive Heavy

Discount! Now HiringInstructors!

Cut in education funding puts further strain on district

Business owner has plenty
of trash talk over neighbor

Framed 
Ernie Harwell 
Keepsake 
For Sale!

Framed 
Ernie Harwell 
Keepsake 
For Sale!
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Ever wonder about the
story behind the story in
Hamtramck? It’s not often
we get a chance to pull the
curtain back and let our
readers in on some of the
behind-the-scenes of events
and stories we have cov-
ered.

By Charles Sercombe
Back in the 1980s, cover-

ing the police beat was
pretty laid back, compared
to what we go through
these days to get informa-
tion from the department.
I don’t mean that in a crit-

ical way, but way back
when, things were a lot
looser. I could regularly get
the OK from the front desk
sergeant at the old police
station, which used to be a
dormitory for nuns, to go
upstairs to talk with the de-
tectives.

I’d go door-to-door asking
each detective what’s new.
One of my favorite stops

was at the office of Detec-
tive Don Milewski, who is
now retired. He had a great
sense of humor, which
comes in handy when you
regularly deal with the gritty
side of life.
One day I walked into his

office and went to sit down
as usual but was hurriedly
told:
“I wouldn’t sit there.”
Don said that a little too

late because I had already
made contact.
And why not sit down?
Well, there splayed out

on the chair was a bullet
ridden pair of blue jeans.
With wet blood.
Don cackled like a ma-

niac. I had the look of
being pranked.
That’s one heck of a way

to start the day.
The story, from what I re-

member all these years
later, was that a drug
dealer was shot to death
while driving his car, a Mer-
cedes, down I-75. It just so
happened the portion of I-
75 that the shooting took
place was in Hamtramck.
The poor guy died in a

hail of bullets. Drug-related
murders were common in
the 1980s. And from what
I remember, no one was
ever arrested in this case.
Such a waste of life.
Having covered dozens

and dozens of these
deaths, I had become de-
tached from the human
part of these victims. Each
death became just another
number. This may or may
not explain what happened
next.
After Don’s mad laughing

quieted down, I started
thinking. Huh, the guy’s
dead, he won’t be needing
his Mercedes. And the car
was still in good shape, ex-
cept for the bullet holes. It
had gently rolled to a stop
on the highway. At the time,
I was driving a piece of
crap (and I continue to
drive a piece of crap). To
my thinking, driving around
in a Mercedes that was rid-
dled with bullet holes had
a peculiar Detroit street
cred.
“Is the Mercedes going

to be for sale?” I asked
Don.
“No, you don’t want that,”

was his reply.
I can’t remember why

Don said that, and I didn’t
pursue the subject. Just as
well. I’m sure it had plenty
of bad ju-ju.
At least I got a “good”

story that day. And for a
moment, I had imagined
myself tooling around town
in a Mercedes! But before
I could type up the story, I
first had to stop home for
a change of clothes. Re-
member? The wet blood?

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 3/24/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 3/24/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

— Fish Fry Fridays —
Featuring cod, yellow lake perch, pickeral and shrimp 

dinners. Combination plates available - great prices! 3-8pm

Drink Specials During Televised
Wings Games!

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every 
Friday & Saturday Night

9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

Go Out 

on the

Hamtown!

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 
completion classes may also apply)

Talk back …

the metro area’s Ukranian
community. Opened in 1947,
such specialization has en-
abled the business to con-
tinue into its second
generation seamlessly
enough.  Virtually everyone
he buries, he knew.
“We just had a Polish serv-

ice.  I can’t remember the
last one before that, that was-
n’t Ukranian, but I think it was
about eight years ago” he
laughs over the phone. He,
too, cites the biggest factor
influencing the trade, at pres-
ent, as the shift toward no-
muss, no-fuss cremations.
Helon Rahman, of Rahman

Funeral Home, just up Jos.
Campau into Detroit, is using
the same strategy to grow her
operation, serving the area’s

burgeoning Bangladeshi and
other Islamic communities.
“I also do pre-need, pre-

planning work” with the com-
munity, she said.  Her
incipient business seems
geared to succeed, given the
area’s demographic shifting.
So, would these who re-

main recommend working in,
or owning and operating, a fu-
neral business to others?
Dave Krot’s face drifts down
ever so little.
“It’s rewarding. Personally,

at our age, most of us (local
funeral directors) have experi-
enced these family losses
ourselves, to some extent.
We’ve all been in it a long
time. We know what to do
and say, to make (those griev-
ing) as comfortable as possi-

ble.”
Mike Wilk noted, “Every per-

son is different, in terms of
the way they handle grief.”
Chris Buhay survives be-

cause the (Ukranian) commu-
nity has survived. 
“It’s never easy, though –

even after 33 years,” he
states.
Fred Hikade, of Skupny,

sums it up succinctly. “It’s a
good line of work. It’s just
tough to start from the
ground up.”
Like so many professions,

and for so many cities, the
animal called change keeps
the players on their toes.
Even in this case -- where
those toes may come with a
tag.

In Hamtramck, the business of
death barely hangs on Continued from front page

Just Darts
Just Beer
Just Yakkin’
Just Pool

Just Booze
Just Jokes
Just Friends
Just Keno
Just Music
Just Trivia

WHAT’S GOING ON AT JEANS?

Just 
Fun!

Characters 

Always 

Welcome!
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

Letters • Letters 

Just when it looked like
Hamtramck was going to
pull out of a financial cri-
sis, along comes Gov. Rick
Snyder.
You know Snyder, the guy

who got elected to office
without telling anyone
what he would specifically
do once there. He’s the
guy the Detroit News and
Detroit Free Press editorial
boards endorsed without
knowing what Snyder
planned to do, besides
“reinvent Michigan.”
In short, Snyder is the

guy who got a free pass
from voters and newspa-
per editorial boards. Well,
guess what? It turns out
Snyder is about to push

most of the state’s munic-
ipalities and school dis-
tricts into bankruptcy. He’s
doing this by slashing
state revenue sharing by
one third and making
cities compete for a
smaller pot of money by
how well they are able to
merge services and per-
form other budget tricks.
His budget for public
schools calls for a reduc-
tion of $470 per pupil.
Merging services is

something that has to get
done in Hamtramck in light
of the new economic real-
ity we face. But this isn’t a
possibility for a city like
Hamtramck. What, merge
with Highland Park or De-

troit? That would be the
end of our stable neighbor-
hoods.
Snyder says he wants to

reinvent Michigan govern-
ment. It sounds to us that
this so-called reinvention
will be done on the backs
of small communities that
have their hands tied.
At the same time we are

all being asked to make
sacrifices, yet Snyder is  giv-
ing tax breaks to the super
rich and businesses. 
All we can do is shake

our heads and remind
folks that elections have
consequences. The next
time a candidate runs for
office and refuses to say
what he or she will do,

Elections indeed have serious,
long-term consequences

The Hamtramck Review Published every Friday
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  

Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101
www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe • 
Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

By Charles Sercombe
For a brief period, Ham-

tramck was without building
and housing code inspectors.
Hamtramck’s City Council

was forced to eliminate the
budget for inspectors because
of the city’s financial crisis. But
then the city’s Community and
Economic Development De-
partment came up with a way
to save the program, and pos-
sibly reinvent it.
Thanks to a federal grant the

city receives every year for
community development proj-
ects, a supervisor and two
part-time inspectors will soon
be back on the job.
Jason Friedmann, the direc-

tor of the Economic Develop-
ment Department, said

inspectors will first focus on
the commercial district. 
“We’re not going to put up

with 40 signs in store windows,
and we’re not going to put up
with not shoveling the snow,”
he said.
Friedmann said he’s aware

times are tight for business
owners, but the city has to get
tough on bringing buildings up
to code. He said warning let-
ters will be issued first and if

no action is taken, tickets will
come next.
“We don’t want to give peo-

ple tickets, we want them to
comply,” Friedmann said.
Inspectors will also target

residential areas, particularly
rubbish in the alleys. He said
that despite a successful city-
issued garbage can program,
there are still some house-
holds that simply throw out
loose trash.

City inspectors will soon be
back on the job

By Wayne County Treasurer
Raymond J. Wojtowicz
Over my more than 30 years

as Wayne County Treasurer, I
cannot recall a more challeng-
ing time for so many property
taxpayers.  
Like the rest of the country,

Wayne County is experiencing
record numbers of property tax
foreclosures. As county treas-
urer, I am required by state law
to collect property taxes; taxes
that pay for government services
that we all want including police
and fire protection, schools for
our children, and much more. I
know many who are having great
difficulty paying their bills.
Please don’t ignore the problem;
the time to act is now.
Please note; March 31 is the

deadline to pay or make
arrangements to pay 2008
delinquent taxes. With this
deadline just a few weeks
away, I encourage those with
delinquent taxes to contact our
office right away. We realize
there are many reasons people
have not paid their 2008 taxes.
Please understand, we do not
want your property, we need
your payment and we are here
to help.  If the situation is not
addressed you stand to lose
your house to foreclosure.  
We recognize these are chal-

lenging times for so many and
have put in place programs to
assist you.  Several years ago

I instituted the Taxpayer Assis-
tance Department designed
specifically to reach out and in-
form those with delinquent
taxes about payment options
they may use to keep their
property. We offer a payment
plan that will allow you to
budget your payments over the
year and avoid foreclosure.  If
you live in the home and own
the home we can offer a hard-
ship extension to give you ad-
ditional time to pay. It is
essential to act now as time is
running out.    
Our outreach is simple,

“Let’s Talk.” Our goal is to en-
courage people to contact us
and not panic.
By contacting the Taxpayer

Assistance Department you
will speak with a trained mem-
ber of our staff who will take
your information and work with
you to explore available op-
tions.  Please know that your
privacy will be fully protected
and all personal and property
data is shred to ensure confi-
dentiality.  We cannot guaran-
tee that everyone who contacts
us will be able to save their
property, however, we will do all
that we can to advise you of
your options.   
The 2008 tax year and any

taxes prior to that is what
needs to be paid or payment
arrangements made before
March 31. My office stands

ready to help. Through our ex-
tensive educational and infor-
mational awareness efforts, we
are using every resource avail-
able to reach delinquent tax-
payers to help them resolve
their property tax issues. We
have partnered with over 20
community organizations to as-
sist you in this time of need. 
Let me restate, those with

delinquent 2008 taxes can pay
their taxes in person or online,
arrange a payment plan, or
apply for a substantial hard-
ship extension which will allow
through the end of the year to
pay the back taxes.  
The payment plan option is

an agreement that requires the
taxpayer to pay 20 percent of
the delinquency by the end of
March, 20 percent by May 15,
20 percent by August 15, and
the remaining balance by the
end of 2011. More information
about these two programs can
be found on our website at
www.treasurer.waynecounty.co
m, or by contacting our Tax-
payer Assistance Department
at taxinfo@co.wayne.mi.us or
(313) 224-6105.
Due to extreme volume our

phones are often overloaded.
Also our offices will be ex-
tremely busy the end of the
month so I urge you to act now.
If you have delinquent taxes,
don’t give up. Help us help you.
Let’s Talk.

The deadline to pay 2008 property taxes is March 31. Let’s Talk! 

Other Voices: Guest Editorial

In regard to last week’s
story about the “Hamtramck
Blowout” and quotes from
Cathie Gordon, normally, I do
not respond to this sort of
misinformation, because
more often than not, it only
further confuses the topic.
However, there is so much
misleading information in Gor-
don’s quotes, I feel the need
to speak up.
1. Attendance: attendance

was not down this year. 
2. Cost of Attendance: The

Metro Times has not raised
the price of Blowout tickets
since it started in 1997. The
MT wants people to only pay
$20, which is why pre-sale
tickets were pushed strongly
this year. Pre-sale tickets were
available for $20, several
weeks before the event (and
also online at
metrotimes.com) at several
small businesses in suburbs
like Royal Oak and Birming-

ham and also at the Pre-Party
on Wednesday, March 2. The
$25 wristband fee (good for
three days of music) was only
incurred by those who waited
until Thursday to buy their
wristbands. Note: Gordon was
given an opportunity to be the
only venue to sell wristbands
at her venue, but was a no-
show for the meeting/wrist-
band exchange.
3. The cost of sound has

not increased for anyone ex-
cept the Gates of Columbus
and even then, the increase
was negligible. Many of the
venues who already have a
sound system, and those who
needed to rent one for the
weekend, paid $200-
$250/night. This is average.
(Sidenote: if you are not mak-
ing more than a couple hun-
dred dollars in alcohol sales
during Blowout when your bar
is packed, something is wrong
on your end.)

4. Cathie Gordon only
scheduled one bartender to
work during the Blowout and
wait time for drinks was 10-15
minutes.
5. If someone’s planning on

drinking at a music event, they
need much more than $5 to
do so. That five bucks equals
one drink, maybe.
6. The Metro Times and

their sponsors go out of their
way to support the city of
Hamtramck. I know this first
hand.
So glad the 2011 Blowout

was a success, and I appreci-
ate the opportunity to set the
record straight. Don’t believe
everything you hear, folks.
Much love to Hamtramck.

Eve Doster
Hamtramck Resident
Talent booker for the 
Metro Times’ Blowout

‘Blowout’ organizer responds to critic

Get wasted … Well, not
that kind of wasted. We
mean it’s time to start
spring cleaning in your yard.
The city will resume yard

waste collection on Monday,
March 28.
The program continues

every Monday through Nov.
28.



of Weed and Seed’s commu-
nity organizer Raphael Thurin
and police liaison Sgt. Walter
Tripp to secure letters from
the community acknowledg-
ing the problem.
Altogether, 14 letters of

support were collected from
residents and community or-
ganizations. Those agreeing
that the city faces a problem
include the Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski, Police Chief Mark Kali-
nowski, Hamtramck Public
Schools Superintendant Tom

Niczay and the leaders of the
city’s block clubs.
Their letters of support will

work in conjunction with the
evidence of gang-related ac-
tivity collected thus far. This
includes anecdotal verifica-
tion as well as graffiti that in-
dicates the presence of
Bloods, Crips and other eth-
nic gangs. 

Though the problem in
Hamtramck has not reached
epic proportions, Stachowski
says that one of the key com-
ponents of the grant is the
non-reactionary steps it takes
to prevent gang involvement
before it happens. She ex-
plained that it utilizes tools
like Restorative Justice prac-
tices and other proactive
measures and would be cru-
cial in keeping kids in the vul-
nerable 7-14 age group off
the streets and out of gangs.
If awarded, the grant will

pay for the administration
and oversight of the program,
which includes both a Site Di-
rector and an Outreach Direc-
tor. Additionally, it would fund
a juvenile police officer and
pay for prevention and after-
school education programs.
“Whether or not Weed and

Seed is successful in getting
the grant, our success is in
applying for it,” said Sta-
chowski. “Because of our
work, we are now in a system
that will allow us to apply for
more funding in the future.”
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2095-97 Belmont - $24,900 
2327 Botsford - $34,900 
2633 Casmere - $89,900
11613 Charest - $85,000 SOLD!
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $9,900 NEW PRICE!
12134 Charest - $19,900 NEW!
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 
9632 Dequindre - $23,000NEW!
3971 Edwin - $24,999 
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $34,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
12081 St. Aubin - $24,900
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop

Dryden:
*3895 Havens - $69,900 
Macomb Township:
47691 Nola - $159,900 - Bank owned, 4
BR, 2.5 Bath, Colonial with Finished Base-
ment. 
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $40,000  NEW
PRICE!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $159,900 NEW PRICE!
Lake view!
Warren:
*8268 Lozider - $25,000 - NEW

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

24301 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe  - 2 BR
condo, w/appliances & furniture.
$15,000 Cash Only - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - At-
tention Investors! 2 well-maintained
single-family homes on one lot. Great
income potential! Short-Sale
$24,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom
Income Bungalow, Living Room, Din-
ing Room, Full Basement $32,900 

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield
Twp. - “Bank Owned” Detached
Condo 3 Bedrooms, 1½ baths, 2 car
garage, $89,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR,
Basement, Needs Work $18,000
PRICE REDUCED!

2362-64 Burger-Hamtramck - 3
Unit Multi-Level; 6 Bedrooms, 3
Baths, Basement, Garage, Separate
Utilities $39,900

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom de-
signer touches throughout. 3 BR,
built-in appliances, basement,
garage. Must see to appreciate.
$56,000 - PRICE REDUCED!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bed-
room, 2-family home in need of re-
pair. Full basement, garage,
$24,900 - NEW PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3 Bed-
room, 1-½ Bath, Full Brick Ranch.
Finished Basement, 2 Car Attached
Garage $79,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

2274-76 Florian, Hamtramck - In-
vestment Property! Clean, well-main-
tained 5 unit home. One block from
St. Florian Church. $55,000

3826 Carpenter, Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
Full Basement, 2 Car Block Garage.
$29,000

Macomb Township
47691 Nola
$159,900 

SALE 
PEND

ING!

SALE 
PEND
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SALE 
PEND

ING!
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BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

The City of Hamtramck is accepting bids from li-
censed contractors for the following:
Vacant lot cleanup; Tree trimming and tree removal;

Lot mowing and clean up; Boardups; Street sweeping;
Water service repairs and Internal sewer line mainte-
nance.
Please contact the Public Services office at (313)

876-7700 for more information.
Sealed bids will be accepted until time on bid cover

page, on March 30, 2011 and should be submitted to:
City Clerk, City of Hamtramck
3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI 48212

PUBLIC NOTICE

Weed and Seed program targets gang activity

SWETECH
Mary Swetech, 90, died

March 8, 2011.
She was preceded in death

by her husband, Alexander.
She is survived by her daugh-

ters, Loretta (Doug) Bowlin and
Joan Swetech; sons, Dr. James
(Silvana) Swetech, Dr. Stephen

(Grozda) Swetech and John
(Debra) Swetech; grandchil-
dren, Samantha, Alex, Melissa,
Jonathan, Maria and Laura.
Funeral arrangements were

made by Buhay Funeral Chapel,
and funeral services were held
on March 12 at St. Ladislaus
Catholic Church.

Business owner has plenty
of trash talk over neighbor
Continued from page 4

area a mess.
Regardless of the problems

of the past – which Pinjit said
he was unaware of – Pinjit said
that if the trash was not picked
up this weekend he would see
to it that the debris is re-
moved. He maintained that
Kowalski could have contacted
him directly and added that
after seeing the pictures
Kowalski took of the trash pile,
he noticed an inordinate
amount of tree branches on
city-owned property. He said
he was told by Kowalski that
the city was broke and that in-
dividual residents took it upon
themselves to clean up the
city. Upon being told of the

Clean Sweep by a Review re-
porter, Pinjit agreed to join in. 
Though the situation ap-

pears to have been diffused,
Kowalski says he won’t be sat-
isfied until the structure no
longer poses a problem. For
now, he’ll be keeping one
watchful eye on the property
and another on Lutheran So-
cial Services.
“I am shocked and appalled

that an organization which
claims a vision of ‘Communi-
ties of service that meet the
needs of people, upholding
human dignity, advocating
equality and justice’ willingly
treats my neighborhood with
such glaring disrespect and in-

Above - Bloods graffiti will often
have a five-pointed star.

Left - TAZ in blue representing
the Crips painted over the ABE
(bloods) to disrespect and lay
claim to disputed territory.

Continued from front page



Friday, March 18, 2011 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 7

Lower 2 Br. large backyard,
safe neighborhood, appli-
ances and water included,
$550/month + security,
313-301-0594. 4/8

Holbrook, 2 Br. upper, sepa-
rate washer-dryer, can be fur-
nished with basic cable, nice
area by Jos. Campau, $450 +
$450 deposit, utilities not in-
cluded, 313-873-0802. 3/25

Hamtramck, Conant-Yemans
area, 2 Br. upper, living
room, dining room, $400/
month + security, must have
good credit, no pets, 586-
945-0317. 4/8

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
close to shopping and Jos.
Campau, appliances in-
cluded, no pets, for appoint-
ment call 810-210-4994. 4/8

Hamtramck, upper 3 Br.,
$575/month + security de-
posit, references required,
313-801-4001. 3/25

Clean flats for rent, 11449
Fleming St., $425/month,
11427 Fleming, $475/
month + security, call Kim
313-682-2928. 4/8

Belmont St., 2 Br., between
Conant and Gallagher, stove-
fridge, clean, call for ap-
pointment 586-604-0553.
4/8

Hamtramck, 3 Br. upper, no
pets, security deposit, 313-
739-5721. 3/18

Upper 2 Br., new carpet,
safe neighborhood, large
backyard, appliances and
water included, $525 + se-
curity, 313-301-0594. 4/8

Upper, small studio apart-
ment, furnished will all utili-
ties, one person occupancy,
no pets, 313-319-6798. 3/25

Hamtramck-Detroit, 2-3 Br.,
newly remodeled, super
clean, nice area, no pets,
586-634-2502. 3/25

3 Br. upper, 2603 Holbrook,
living room, dining room,
kitchen, newly painted, hard-
wood floors, no pets, no
loud music or noise, 313-
871-2118, 313-892-8963.
3/18

Hamtramck, Casmere St.,
furnished, brand new apart-
ment, 1 Br. upper, immedi-
ate occupancy, washer-dryer,
fridge, microwave, very
clean, 586-873-8510. 3/18

Upper 2 Br., Hamtramck,
stove-fridge, water included,
ask for Jimmy, 586-536-
0440, 586-943-8814. 3/18

Hamtramck, 2331-35 Edwin
St., 2 Br. lower, $500/ month,
3 Br. upper, $500/ month, ap-
pliances, hardwood floor, 248-
805-3038. 3/18

Clean, safe, 2 Br. flat with ap-
pliances + separate utilities,
$350/month + security, 313-
882-2188. 3/25

9721 Dequindre, upper, 1
br., large living room,
kitchen, bathroom, lots of
closet space, separate en-
trance, utilities not included,
$350/month, very clean,
313-729-7760. 3/18

11347 Nagel, 1 Br., studio
style, upper, large kitchen,
large living room, large Br.,
ideal for single person or
couple only, 586-530-6872.
3/18

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
very clean, $474/month +
security deposit + refer-
ences, 248-214-9573. 4/1

Beautifully remodeled 3 Br.
upper, $550/month + secu-
rity deposit, utilities not in-
cluded. Also, 1 Br.
$395/month, Hamtramck,
313-590-1000. 3/18

Clean, upper flat, 11435
Fleming, includes stove-
fridge, washer-dryer, also in-
cludes heat and water,
$550/month + $550 secu-
rity, 313-682-2928. 3/17

Hamtramck, 11680 Nagel
single-family house, $650/
month and 11638 Nagel,
upper flat, $450/month, 313-
438-3438.  3/25

3901 Caniff, 4 Br., 2 bath-
rooms, single - family
dwelling, includes new gas
stove + oven, microwave,
dishwasher, garbage dis-
posal, fridge, washer-dryer,
large fenced yard, 2-1/2 car
garage with electronic
opener, all for only $700/
month, renters insurance re-
quired, call Len at 248-421-
4332 for additional info. 5/4

3 + 5 Br. single family
house, with option to buy,
nopets, 313-369-1654.
3/25

Hamtramck, Lumpkin at
Commor, spacious 3 Br. bun-
galow, kitchen, living room,
dining, 1-1/2 bath, pantry,
full basement, 2 car garage,
newly painted, newer water
heater, 90% efficient fur-
nace, A/C, land contract
available, 313-977-8700.
3/18

5095 Evaline, 3 Br. house,
living and dining room,
kitchen, computer room, 1
car garage, full basement,
1200 square feet, $18,500,
cash only, call Anna (586)
819-7395. 4/8

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

Deadline for
classifieds

for next week
is Thursday 

at Noon

$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

Call (313) 874-2100

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad following
first publication. The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication except
to the extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any clas-
sified advertisement.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

ROOM 

FOR RENT

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

SIDING

Cleaning lady wanted, Polish
speaking preferred.  Call 586
943-4721.

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds

11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR 

SALE

Medical assistant and re-
ceptionist needed for new
clinic in Hamtramck, prefer
ability to speak Polish or Ara-
bic, fax resume to 248-648-
8931, cell, 248-725-7280.
3/18

HOUSE/APARTMENT

FOR RENT

Friday March 18, 4-7 p.m. Fish Dinner at Holy Cross Parish
2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Dinner includes hand battered fish,
coleslaw, fries, dinner roll, and beverage, adult $8, children
$3. Also two choices of soup available for purchase. Carry
out available.

MARCH 20, Sunday, 11:30 a.m. – Transfiguration Parish,
5830 Simon-K, Detroit, is holding a card & bunco party, fea-
turing a hot meal, refreshments, door prizes and table prizes.

Admission is $9. For tickets, call Terry at 586-558-0173 or
the Rectory at 313-892-1310. 

MARCH 23, Wednesday, noon – The Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle 736 are holding a “Baby Shower Card &
Bunco Social,” featuring a lunch, door and table prizes, raffle
and share the wealth, admission is $7 or a new baby item
valued at least $7, at Queen of Apostles’ Activity Center, en-
trance on Harold St., fenced parking. Baby clothes go to Chil-

dren’s Hospital for babies with illnesses.

APRIL 3, Sunday, 2 p.m. – The Holy Cross Parish Mission
Committee will host a bowling fundraiser to support the Ham-
tramck Friendship House. The event will be at Universal
Lanes, 2101 E. 12 Mile Rd. in Warren. For more information
and tickets, call (586) 558-7321 or stop by Srodek’s Campau
Quality Sausage at 9601 Jos. Campau. Ask for Maggie
Srodek.

Coming Events

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 
bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

HOUSE FOR 

SALE



Editor-at-Large Walter
Wasacz writes a weekly col-
umn on life in Hamtramck.)

By Walter Wasacz
A few weeks ago I had the

privilege of attending a de-
sign charette at HKS Archi-
tects, a worldwide firm with
Detroit-area offices in
Northville.
I was invited to comment

on a project that was part of

work being done by students
in architecture, interior de-
sign, urban design and fine
art who'd qualified for an
HKS design fellowship. 
The project? The redesign

of the former Hamtramck Po-
lice Station (and before that,
a residence for nuns con-
nected to St. Francis Hospi-
tal) into studios, exhibition
and performance spaces for
HATCH, the community arts

organization founded in
2006.
The group bought the build-

ing -- on Evaline St. across
from City Hall -- for $1 from
the city and is now renovating
the site. 
HATCH founder Christopher

Schneider was at the
charette to lend an insider's
perspective on the group, the
building, the neighborhood
and what he called an explo-
sion of art-related redevelop-
ment projects in Hamtramck
and other nearby sections of
Detroit.

There was a tight focus on
the students' work by several
judges from art & design pro-
grams in southeast Michigan:
U of D Mercy, Lawrence Tech
and the University of Michi-
gan among them. Sharp cri-
tiques and ideas circled the
large room, where dozens of
professionals and students
sat and stood.
The design work and the

physical work at the HATCH
building are ongoing. We'll re-
visit the progress of this ex-
citing project as we get
updates. Meanwhile, take a

look at some pictures from
the charette. Models and
drawings of the building were
created by students selected
for the HKS Detroit Fellow-
ship.

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$795
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

Mon-Fri
11:30-3:00

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, November 13, 2009

Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Caniff
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

COMMITTED  
TO YOUR  
COMMUNITY. 
COMMITTED  
TO YOU.
Our name is pretty telling. At First Michigan Bank we grew 

up here, raised our families here and, despite the occasional 

blizzard, plan on staying here. We understand the important 

role a community bank plays in the well-being of our state – 

and your town. 

And like any good Michigander, we believe in personal and 

professional relationships built on confidence, compassion 

and trust. Our bank was founded on those values and we still 

do business that way, every day.

We are committed to Michigan, to your community and, 

most of all, to you.

Attention former Peoples State Bank Depositors: You are able to withdraw all or part of your deposits without penalty unless the deposit has been pledged as collateral for a loan.

2301 West Big Beaver Road  |  Suite 525  |  Troy, MI 48084  |  800.462.2786  |  www.firstmichiganbank.com

Street Life
HATCH building gets a redo by students
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Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL


