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Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages
The Review's official Yellow Pages for Hamtramck is about to hit the streets. It includes the phone numbers of residents and businesses. 
Advertisers, get on board for a unique opportunity to have your message delivered to every household and business in Hamtramck and 
now including the nearby areas of Detroit totaling approx. 45,000.

Call 313-874-2100 for more details
Great advertising rates and a great

way to promote your business!

Coming Soon ...2011 Hamtramck Yellow Pages

Call 313-874-2100

Dry Cleaning Order or
Drop Off (Wash, Dry & Fold) Order

Offer ends April 30th. With this coupon.

9139 Jos. Campau 
(at Holbrook) Open 7 Days - 7am – 11pm

313-870-1927
www.hamtramckcoinlaundry.com

Blue Goose Inn
Rod Stewart Tribute

Show starring
Danny D and the

Vagabonds

28911 Jefferson Ave.
St. Clair Shores

Friday & Saturday
April 8th & 9th
9:30pm - 1:30am

For more info call:
586-294-0690 

Deadline is 
April 26th!

www.dannydlive.comwww.dannydlive.com

Continued on page 2

This is breaking
news …
Because of the number

of Japanese families who
are now homeless due to
the recent tsunami, US
Homeland Security is re-
locating them to select
cities across the country.
The government is now

offering to purchase
Hamtramck homes for
top value in order to
house the influx of
Japanese refugees.

Also, this just in … today is April 1 – Gotcha.

Who said this, and what
is it about? You can
find the quote and the
story it belongs to
somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“At this point I’m not
seeking re-election,
but I am getting a
certain amount of

pressure.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

Blue Goose Inn
Rod Stewart Tribute

Show starring
Danny D and the

Vagabonds

28911 Jefferson Ave.
St. Clair Shores

Friday & Saturday
April 8th & 9th
9:30 pm- 1:30am

For more info call:
586-294-0690 

By Charles Sercombe
Is Hamtramck High School

getting  ... ah … avant-garde?
Judging by Tuesday

evening’s arts festival at the
community center, you might
walk away from the event
thinking this school is cool
and far out.
(OK, for you kids, the term

“cool and far out” is old fogey
talk for saying it was … uh …
oh forget it, we have no clue
what the current lingo is for
saying something is “groovy.”
Oh, there we go again.)
More to the point here, the

arts festival showcased draw-
ings and photos from the dis-
trict’s students, as well as
some live performances.
Highlights included a choral
version of Bon Jovi’s “Livin’
on a prayer,” two percussive

pieces featuring wood items
and another one played solely
with yellow-painted brooms.
There was also a funky hip-

hop dance by a troupe of high
school girls and a way-out-
there concert performance
featuring the clanging of
saws, hammers and what-not.
This definitely wasn’t your

standard high school variety
show.
Considering the show

started at 5 p.m., it was
amazing to see students
pack the place. If the perform-
ances did push the envelope
of what’s considered tradi-
tional entertainment, the kids
didn’t seem fazed. They
hooted and applauded all
evening long.
Go Cosmos.

State loan
now looking
iffy at best
By Charles Sercombe
Will Hamtramck still get a

$2.5 million state emergency
loan?
That’s a question floating

around the city now that Ham-
tramck and Detroit worked out
a deal on how much tax rev-
enue money each city will
share from GM’s Poletown
plant.
Part of that agreement calls

for Detroit to hand over a
check to Hamtramck worth
$3.2 million, from tax monies
withheld for the last two
years. This September, Detroit
is due to give the city at least
$1.4 million from taxes col-
lected from the plant.
Hamtramck could receive

more than that amount, de-
pending on a number of fac-
tors.
On top of that, income taxes

will soon come in, and later in
the summer, property taxes.
In other words, the city
doesn’t appear to be facing
the financial crisis it projected
earlier in the year.
Not so fast, said City Man-

ager Bill Cooper. While the
city’s financial picture is cer-
tainly rosier, the city still has
more money going out than
coming in.

“The Detroit payment will
only last for eight to 10
months,” Cooper said. “We’re
going to need it (the loan) at

By Charles Sercombe
Let’s get this out right up

front.
The 2010 Census numbers

are still raw to city officials,
and they have not had enough
time to digest what little has
been released so far.
But here are some disturb-

ing numbers, at least at first
glance, and take note that city
officials are already question-
ing them.
This one is about the num-

ber of housing units, but first
just what is a housing unit?
It’s the consensus of city of-

ficials that a housing unit is a
single-family house—for sure
– and quite likely a single flat
in a house that may contain
two or more flats.
In other words, if you live in

an upper or lower flat, you are
living in a housing unit.
So, let’s roll to the Census

numbers. According to the
2000 Census, the city had a
total of 8,894 housing units.
Jump forward a decade to the
2010 Census, and Ham-
tramck now has a total of
8,693—a mysterious loss of

Census number on housing stock raises questions

Continued on page 2

School arts festival takes
on an edgier side

Hamtramck High School students took part in an arts festival
held at the Community Center this past Tuesday evening.

City Manager Bill Cooper said
he won’t be surprised if the
state turns down the city’s re-
quest for an emergency $2.5
million loan.



This week at the library...
Piano Recital - Friday, April 1 at 7 p.m.

Matthew Walczak, a young Polish pianist, will
present his music program featuring works of
Mozart, Chopin and Debussy.
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, April 2 at

10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the instructor for
the ESL class for beginners. Everyone is invited.
Free to the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, April 2 at

noon. All children are invited to library storytime.
Don’t get caught in the rain, join us in making
April Showers umbrellas, during the arts and
craft session - and hear a story about "April Fool-
ishmess" by Teresa Bateman.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Mon-

day, April 4 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic com-
puter skills can enhance their computer literacy
each Monday at the library. Number of partici-
pants is limited to available computers. 
Computer Classes for Beginners – Tuesday,

April 5 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on computer
use for beginners will be held on Tuesdays. Num-
ber of participants is limited to available comput-
ers.
Reading and Conversation for ESL Students -

Tuesday, April 5 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is the in-
structor for the reading and conversation ESL
classes.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, April 5 at 4 p.m.

Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math club and
math tutoring.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, April 6 at 3:30

p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the library.
Come and enjoy our feature presentation, which

includes free popcorn and snacks.
Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, April 7 at 4

p.m. Sign up and participate in Jeopardy games
held on Thursdays at the library. Compete
against friends, win prizes and have fun develop-
ing your knowledge skills. 
Movie Screening - "Exit Throught the Gift

Shop" - Tuesday, April 12 at 7 p.m. The movie fol-
lows an eccentric shopkeeper turned amateur
film-maker as he attempts to capture many of
the world’s most infamous vandals on camera,
only to have a British stencil artist named
Banksy, turn the camcorder back on its owner
with wildly unexpected results. Free to the pub-
lic.
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, April

14 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Library
Board will be held in the auditorium. Open to the
public.
Open Mic Poetry Reading - Wednesday, April

20 at 4 p.m. In celebration of the National Poetry
Month, the Hamtramck Library will hold Open Mic
Poetry Readings with cooperation of our local
poet Vievee Francis. Everyone who wishes to
participate, or just listen, is invited.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, April

21 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy and
Treasurer George Gorday, invite all members and
volunteers to participate in the regular monthly
meeting and election meeting of the FHPL.
Special Thanks Donations to: Angela Jones,

dvd’s; John Suchara, books; Beverly Johnson,
books; Lisa Grochowski, books; Anita Martinez,
books.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500
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some point.”
Cooper said he won’t be

surprised if the state rejects
the loan request.
“That’s fine, we can go

back,” he said. “We already
did the paperwork.”
Cooper said the financial

windfall is offset by a cut of
$600,000 in state revenue
this coming year as well as in-
creasing costs for employee
health insurance and pension
costs.
Also, the city could lose

hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars more if it doesn’t meas-
ure up to new budget
conditions set by Gov. Rick
Snyder.

Snyder is insisting that
cities reduce labor costs by
forcing public employees to
kick in 20 percent of their
health care costs. Snyder
also wants cities to privatize
or merge services.
Snyder campaigned on a

promise to “reinvent” Michi-
gan, but community leaders
across the state have be-
come increasingly vocal in
their criticism of Snyder’s ex-
pectations.
Communities are saying

Snyder is setting them up for
financial failure in order to
allow a state-appointed emer-
gency financial manager to
take over and rip up union

contracts and merge commu-
nities.
Cooper said he will soon be

negotiating new contracts
with three out of the city’s
four public employee unions.
He said everyone knows what
is at stake.
He said he will seek a 20

percent co-pay in health
costs, but he’s not going to
force the issue.
“I’m trying not to do this in

a heavy-handed approach,”
he said.
On the other hand, if the

unions refuse, they may ulti-
mately will have no choice
anyway.

State loan now looking iffy at best
Continued from front page

201 housing units.
In any given year, the city

knocks down about 10 or 12
houses because they are
damaged by fire or neglect. If
all of those houses were two-
family dwellings, well, OK, that
would account for the loss of
201 housing units. 
But, Jason Friedmann, the

city’s director of Community &
Economic Development,
doesn’t think, at least at first
glance, that everything adds
up.
At the time we went to

press, which is Thursday,
Friedmann had not been able
to check with other city de-
partments to verify that num-
ber.
And now comes the next

questionable Census figure.
The number of unoccupied

housing units rocketed up
from 861 in 2000 to 1,630 in

2010.
How’s that?
Friedmann said, again just

at first glance without being
able to look at city records,
the number is way off. True,
the city lost a little over 500
residents during the past 10
years, but that doesn’t ex-
plain the surge in empty
housing units.
According to city officials,

the number of empty houses
is around 400, mostly due to
a combination of the eco-
nomic crash the metro area
experienced, the resultant
loss of jobs, and then the in-
evitable foreclosures.
Add it all up, and Ham-

tramck certainly took a hit.
But just how severe it was is
the bigger question.
As for the decrease in pop-

ulation, at least it wasn’t as
bad as previously estimated

from sampling taken by the
Census Bureau. Back in
2009, the Census sampling
showed a loss of 3,000 peo-
ple.
Given that projection, it’s

reasonable to expect city offi-
cials to question the accuracy
of the 2010 Census count.
But that’s the official count,
and there’s very little the city
can do about it.
There is an irony of sorts

here. During the past 10
years, the city oversaw the de-
velopment of 100 new hous-
ing units. In the next two to
three years, another 100
housing units will also be
built.
Hamtramck may have taken

a dip in people and housing,
but it is poised for a major
comeback.

Census number on housing stock raises
questions  Continued from front page

(Because of the length in
this installment of Movers
and Shakers, we are splitting
it up into two parts.)

By Alan R. Madeleine
Who she is: Tamara

Sochacka is the Director
of the Hamtramck Public Li-
brary. Since she was so won-
derfully thorough in her
responses, in spite of not
having much time to get
them back to us, why don’t
we let her fill you in on the
rest?

How about if we get some
all-important background on
you first? Would I be correct
in guessing that, like many
of us who love to read, you
perhaps have fond memo-
ries of libraries as a child?
Where did you grow up, and
what libraries did you fre-
quent? Where did you go to
high school and college, and
what was your undergradu-
ate background?
Sochacka: I was born in

Poznan, Poland, where both
of my parents worked in a
performing arts theater. I
was 2 years old when we
moved to Zielona Gora,
where my father (then)
worked as a theater director.
When I was 6, we moved
again – this time to Gdansk,
the most beautiful city in the
world, situated on the coast

of Baltic Sea. There, I at-
tended elementary school,
high school and college (Uni-
versity of Gdansk).
At first, I decided to major

in Polish Literature, but after
three years of study I
switched to Education and
Psychology. I was working on
my Masters Degree (in Psy-
chology) when Martial Law
was declared by Poland’s
communist regime, and all
schools were closed.
At that time I was already

very much involved in the
Polish opposition move-
ment. As a student, I was a
member of the Independent
Student Association (an or-
ganization that worked
closely with the Solidarity
Labor Union), and I was also
an active member of a polit-
ical party (which was illegal
under the communist “law”),
the Confederacy for an Inde-

pendent Poland (KPN). 
When Martial Law was de-

clared on December 13,
1981, all eyes were on
Gdansk’s Lenin Shipyard, the
place where – in the summer
of 1980 – the Solidarity
Movement was born. So,
while thousands of Solidarity
leaders and activists had
been arrested and interned
by the communists, the ship-
yard workers had organized
a protest – an occupation
strike -- against Jaruzelski’s
regime. I joined that strike
as a student representative.
On December 16, the Ship-

yard was attacked by the mil-
itary militia (ZOMO). We were
instructed that, in such a
case, we should remain hid-
den on the unfinished ships,
and we did hide -- for a day.
But it was a harsh, very cold
and snowy winter; we had

Continued on page 5
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Support Your Local 
Businesses  - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!

11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710
11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

Framed Ernie Harwell Keepsake For Sale!

APRIL 
SHOWERS

SALE!
It’s Raining 
Discounts!

By Charles Sercombe
No, it’s not going to fall

down.
That’s the verdict from Mar-

tin Ladd, the city’s director of
Public Services, about a rede-
velopment project going on at
a building on Jos. Campau
and Poland.
A city contractor, Steve

Shaya, raised concern over

whether the building is going
to hold up because much of
the front and side of the
building had been removed.
Ladd said that while it looks

like hardly anything is keeping
the structure standing, there
is indeed sufficient support.
He said the city’s structural
engineer investigated the
building and determined it

was sturdy.
Still, to the casual observer,

the building indeed looks like
it could collapse at any mo-
ment. On Monday, however, a
new brick wall was going up.
“It’s going to look like hell

for a while, but it’s structurally
sound,” Ladd said.

Development causes
safety concern

By David Piestrzynski
Special to The Review
Just a reminder -- the

deadline to file Hamtramck’s
city income tax is April 30.
What, you didn’t know

Hamtramck has an income
tax? 

“Ignorance is not an ex-
cuse,” said City Finance Di-
rector Nevrus Nazarko.
Hamtramck has a two-tier

tax rate. For those who live
here, it’s 1 percent. And for
those who only work and
earn money here but are not
residents, it’s a half percent.
If you think you can pull a

fast one on the city and skip
paying the tax, think again.
The Income Tax Department
is able to cross-reference
state tax records to see who
claims to live here or work
here and use that info to

see if they filed taxes in
Hamtramck.
If you get caught failing to

pay Hamtramck income
taxes, there will be penal-
ties, fees and you could pos-
sibly face misdemeanor
charges. This process can
take up to a year to com-
plete, but the penalties will
eventually be enforced,
Nazarko said.
Last year, the city col-

lected $2 million from in-
come taxes. The city’s
annual budget is approxi-
mately $18 million.

Hamtramck’s income tax deadline is coming up

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s election sea-

son is officially up and run-
ning.
Nominating petitions for

three City Council seats are
now available at the City
Clerk’s Office. The council
race is the only local office
that will appear on the Au-
gust Primary ballot.
Councilmembers Shahab

Ahmed, Cathie Gordon and
Catrina Stackpoole are up
for re-election – if they
choose to seek it, that is.
So far, Councilmember
Stackpoole is the only one
saying she doubts she will
go for another term.
“At this point I’m not seek-

ing re-election, but I am get-
ting a certain amount of
pressure,” Stackpoole said
about whether she would
run again. 
She has increasingly

shown frustration during
council meetings, some of
which drag on for three or
more hours while coun-
cilmembers endlessly de-
bate issues.
She has lashed out at

councilmembers for taking
up too much time in dis-
cussing topics, and for their
habits of repeating them-

selves and interrupting oth-
ers.
Stackpoole said she

would prefer to serve the
city by being appointed to
one of a dozen or so com-
mittees. 
Speaking of councilmem-

bers who seem to get under
Stackpoole’s skin, Coun-
cilmember Cathie Gordon,
who is finishing her first
term, said she will likely
seek re-election, barring a
decline in the health of her
mother or aunt.
“God willing I will run

again,” Gordon said, sound-
ing very much like a sea-
soned politician.
Councilmember Shahab

Ahmed, who has been in of-
fice for seven years, said he
has not yet decided whether
he will run again. There has
been much speculation
about whether Ahmed will
go for another term, and for
that matter how electable
he even is.
Ahmed seems to have

been eclipsed by other
elected officials and by
other candidates in the
Bangladeshi community. He
was the first Bangladesh-
American to win public office
in Hamtramck, and possibly
in the state.
As for who else will run?

There are always the usual
candidates you can count

on seeing, as well as a
whole new generation com-
ing up. So far, two people
have pulled petitions for the
council election: Richard
Fabiszak and Dilshad Chod-
hury.
Hamtramck’s political

landscape has undergone
tremendous change in re-
cent years. Once dominated
by Polish-Americans, the
community now has a larger
Bangladesh-American popu-
lation.
Bangladeshi candidates

appear to be on the verge of
winning a majority of elected
offices in the city.
For those who like to keep

track of Hamtramck politics,
this year promises to be
high drama.
Nominating petitions for

the August Primary must be
turned in by May 10 and
contain at least 25 valid sig-
natures from Hamtramck
registered voters. Candi-
dates can opt to pay $25 in-
stead of seeking voter
signatures.
In the November election,

two school board seats will
be on the ballot. Boardmem-
bers Dennis Puchaski and
Jerome Balcerzak are up for
re-election.

Want to run for city council? Now’s the time

Coming Events
APRIL 3, Sunday, 2 p.m. – The Holy Cross Parish Mission Com-

mittee will host a bowling fundraiser to support the Hamtramck
Friendship House. The event will be at Universal Lanes, 2101
E. 12 Mile Rd. in Warren. For more information and tickets, call
(586) 558-7321 or stop by Srodek’s Campau Quality Sausage
at 9601 Jos. Campau. Ask for Maggie Srodek.

APRIL 9, Saturday, 1-4 p.m. – People’s Community Services
(8625 Jos. Campau) will host a Service Fair for the South Asian
Community. The Fair will offer access to a number of agencies
for help in social and economic issues, such as tutors, financial
support, job skills, help with utility bills, job search and much
more. There will also be free food, free childcare and entertain-
ment. For more information, call (734) 922-5799.

APRIL 
SHOWERS

SALE!
It’s Raining 
Discounts!

Framed Ernie Harwell Keepsake For Sale!

For those who have lived here for awhile, the above stencil graffiti
is indeed a likeness of perennial candidate Richard Fabiszak. And
yes, Fabiszak is one of the first candidates to pull a nominating pe-
tition to run for City Council.



Ever wonder about the story
behind the story in Ham-
tramck? It’s not often we get a
chance to pull the curtain back
and let our readers in on some
of the behind-the-scenes of
events and stories we have cov-
ered.

By Charles Sercombe
One of the joys of working at

a newspaper is looking through
the photo archives.
Although The Review has

been here for only two years, I
had the pleasure of working at
the former Citizen newspaper
for over 20 years. We had thou-
sands of photos taken over
The Citizen’s 75 years of exis-
tence.
Unfortunately, a former edi-

tor, who will remain unnamed,
had one of those moments
that many of experience. A mo-
ment of profound bad judg-
ment, of “what was I thinking?”
I was new at the paper at the

time, so when this unnamed

editor had a fit of house clean-
ing and decided to throw out
our “old” photos, I remained
silent but in a state of “this is
so wrong but what can I do?”
I managed to grab a few pho-

tos from the garbage bags. To
this day, I’m still stunned I wit-
nessed the loss of a treasure.
Gone in one afternoon was a
city’s history in photos.
But, go ahead and cry all you

want in your beer, or my beer if
you ever belly up next to me at
one of our local pubs. What’s
done is done.
Hundreds of other photos

were handed over to the city’s
Historical Commission for safe-
keeping when The Citizen
moved to a smaller office.
So … with this weird intro-

duction out of the way, here are
some of the photos I saved. I
took them for no particular rea-
son other than they spoke to
me or maybe I found them hu-
morous.
Or maybe I just grabbed what

I could without causing a row at
work.
Let’s go straight to the hu-

morous. The photo labeled “1”
is from Channel 7 Rita Bell’s
“Prize Movie” program that ran
during the 1960s and ‘70s.

If you are a longtime Detroi-
ter – and by that I mean anyone
who is at least 50 years old or
so – you will remember Rita

Bell’s weekday movie feature,
which featured local Detroiters
playing some sort of game of
chance in between the showing
of a feature movie.
Here is a photo of a grand-

motherly woman, identified on
the back of the photo as Mrs.
Veronesi, who apparently lived
in Hamtramck or in the nearby
Detroit neighborhoods. On the
back of the photo the woman
is identified as “Mrs. 
I have no idea if her family is

still around, but if you are re-
lated, I would love to hear the
story behind this.
And as for why I find this hu-

morous? I’m not sure. She
sure is a sweet looking grand-
mother kind of woman who I
would enjoy knowing and hav-
ing as a neighbor.
Maybe I find it “funny” be-

cause of the juxtaposition of
the prim, modern look (at least
for those days) of Rita Bell and
the Old World grandmother in
question.
Whatever, I just want to hug

the old gal. She reminds of a
place, a time and a people who
are long gone and who I miss

dearly.
Photos 2, 3 and 4 are fasci-

nating portraits of people of
their time. The brunette gal is
identified only by her last name
Motyko. The other gal’s last
name is Mudryj. Judging by the
hairdos of the gals, it looks like
the 1960s. The guy’s name on
the back of the photo is partly
erased, but his first name is
Adam. In handwriting the year
says it’s 1948. I like his tie and
his whole get-up. Pretty stylish.

The women’s hair, though, is
what gets me. I mean, I like it
a lot. They remind me of my
sisters and their various hair
wars. There’s the up-do and
there’s the super straight.
It reminds me of my older

sister Jenn back in the early
1960s, when The Beatles were
all the rage, who I used to
watch with amazement as she
ironed her hair as straight as
can be even though there was
not even a hint of a curl or a
wave.
But those were the times.
Number 5 is also a photo of

its time. The only info I have on
this is she was Sister “Per-
petua.” 
I’m not Catholic, and I’ll be

upfront: nuns scare the crap

out of me. It’s a combination of
hearing tales of woe from my
Catholic buddies about mean
nuns, and the fact that their
long black dress and hair-cov-
ering garment, called a habit,
spook me.
I have looked closely at this

photo, and I can’t tell if I see a
mean -- or stern? -- nun or a
kindly one. Maybe there’s a
combination of the two.
And for the record, I don’t

mean to cast all nuns as
mean. I have gotten to know a
number of them in my years of
covering the news of this town,
and I can honestly say there

are many who are as kind as
kind can be and have sacri-
ficed a huge part of their lives
to make us a better people and
this world a better place to live.
And speaking of a time and

place, photo 6 is of a gas sta-
tion attendant. How many of
you readers remember back in

the day when we had gas sta-
tion attendants?
Believe it or not, kids – and

by kids, again I mean anyone
under the age 50 – there was
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 4/7/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 4/7/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

— Fish Fry Fridays —
Featuring cod, yellow lake perch, pickeral and shrimp 

dinners. Combination plates available - great prices! 3-8pm

Drink Specials During Televised
Wings Games!

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every 
Friday & Saturday Night

9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

Continued on page 8

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters Always Welcome!

Let’s do Tigers 
Opening Day 
together at

Jeans! 
We’re always

more fun! 
Drink Specials, 

Complimentary Hot Dogs
Hamtramck Housing 

Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Talk back …

#1

#3

#2

#4

#5

#6
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

Now that Hamtramck is
about to receive $3.2 mil-
lion from Detroit, a ques-
tion comes up:
Does the city still need

an emergency $2.5 million
state loan?
If we were to bet, it’s a

good guess that state offi-
cials are going to reject the
loan since the city settled
with Detroit over the GM
Poletown tax dispute. But
there’s another reason why
the state might reject the
loan.
The loan would seem to

contradict Gov. Snyder’s po-
sition that municipalities
have to start cutting ex-
penses. The key to curbing
expenses is directly aimed
at public employees, which

includes firefighters and
police officers.
Snyder is insisting that

public employees pay 20
percent of their health
costs and eliminate mini-
mum staffing require-
ments. On top of that, he
wants cities to merge serv-
ices with other cities.
At the very least, he

wants communities to com-
bine their police and fire
departments into one pub-
lic safety department. That
means police officers
would also be firefighters
when the need arises.
It’s a concept that many

cities have tried in the
past. It has been success-
ful in some cities and a dis-
aster in others.

No matter what, if Ham-
tramck can’t cut its costs,
the governor can send in
an emergency financial
manager who can rip up
union contracts and re-
shape this city.
A lot of people don’t like

that notion. But the reality
is, Snyder and his Republi-
can colleagues now have a
majority in state govern-
ment. They have two years
to enjoy this majority.
In the meantime, they

have the ability to make
sweeping changes in the
state.
Hamtramck employees

face a difficult future. One
thing is for certain, time is
not on their side.

Pressure builds for cities
to cut costs, or else

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com
email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe 
Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the  space involved.

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

Poetry in motion … Ham-
tramck poet Matthew Scott
Olzmann will be reading
some of his works in a po-
etry reading performance at
the N’Namdi Center for Con-
temporary Art this Saturday
(April 2).
The center is located at

52 E. Forest in Detroit, and
the reading starts at 3 p.m.
Hamtramck’s own Vievee
Francis is the curator of the
show.

Panic in Detroit … Word is
that auto production here in
the metro area may grind to
a halt because of the
tsunami damage to car
parts plants in Japan. We
don’t mean to be facetious
or come off as uncaring to
those in Japan, but here’s a
novel idea: Why don’t we
bring back parts production
here to the U. S. of A.?
There is certainly no short-

age of idle plants to take up
the work. And besides, with
the nuclear meltdown going

on over there, who wants
anything from Japan that
might likely be contaminated
with radiation? 
Oh yeah, we forgot, work-

ers here expect to be paid a
decent salary, although
these days there are mil-
lions of unemployed who
would be happy to take any-
thing.

Super bowler … Last week
NFL Super Bowl star Frank

Zombo, of the Green Bay
Packers, not only dropped in
at Dickinson School to read
to students, he also visited
with the fun folks at Post 6,
where he posed for this
photo with Gary Koliba (on
the left) and Chef Walter.
Oh yeah, did we mention

that Koliba is Zombo’s fa-
ther-in-law? Hey Gary, how
about some Super Bowl tick-
ets for next year?

neither electricity, nor water
in our hiding place, and
ZOMO were already every-
where within the shipyard
and (also circling) above it,
in helicopters. They broad-
cast messages, promising
that those who would surren-
der would be free to go
home. After a night on (that)
ship, we gave in.
I remember being led,

under the (watch of men
with) machine guns, to the
same building where the Au-
gust Agreements were
signed 16 months earlier,
and where Solidarity was
born. There, we were kept for
hours, standing, facing the
walls, and waiting for interro-
gations.
A few days later, in prison,

I heard a fragment of the
speech by the President of
the United States, who ap-
pealed to the world for sup-
port for, and solidarity with,
the Polish people. This was
the first time I thought about
one day going to America.
Just for a visit -- I never
planned, nor wished, to
leave Poland for good.
After I was released from

prison, I wanted to continue
my studies at the University
of Gdansk. I already had a
Bachelors Degree in Educa-
tion, and was working on my
Masters in Psychology. But
since I was now listed as an
enemy of the regime, I was
deprived of my student sta-

tus -- unless I would agree to
sign a so-called “declaration
of loyalty” to the rulers of
communist Poland. Of
course I did not agree, and
therefore lost my student
rights.
For over a year I tried to

find some meaningful work
in Poland, but that proved
impossible too. So, in Octo-
ber 1982, I decided to leave
Poland – just for a while, I
thought.
I went to France first and,

after a year in Paris, then
moved to West Berlin. I be-
lieved that communism, in
Poland, would not last much
longer, and that as soon as
it crashed, I would go back.
In the meantime, however,

I had to decide on my status
in Germany. Even though I
loved Berlin, I still did not
want to ask for political asy-
lum there. In truth, I was still
hoping I’d be able to return
to Poland. Maybe not as
soon as I would wish, but
certainly within a few years.

I applied for refugee sta-
tus in the United States. I
did receive an invitation for
an interview, and by the end
of 1985 I had arrived – as a
political refugee – in North
Carolina. There, in a small
village called Saluda, and
later in Hendersonville, I
stayed for about half a year
altogether, working in a bak-
ery while learning English. In
1986 I moved to

Michigan,and in 1987 to
Hamtramck specifically, and
I have lived here ever since.
Now, as to my childhood:

Despite the fact that life was
never easy in a communist
country, I had a very happy
childhood. My father taught
me how to read when I was
about 5, and as far back as
I can remember, we have al-
ways had a huge home li-
brary, with all kinds of books
– those published in a com-
munist Poland (there, they
were all censored) as well as
those coming from else-
where abroad, particularly
France, where the most pres-
tigious Polish language pub-
lishing house (Instytut
Literacki) was located in Mai-
son Laffitte, near Paris.
Both my father and my

mother loved books, and we
all loved to read together
when my sister and I were
young, or to all read the
same book at the same
time, and then share our
thoughts, feelings, and com-
ments. The last book that I
had so shared with my fa-
ther, before he passed away
in January 2007, was “Mem-
ory and Identity” by John
Paul II.
When I was a student at

the University of Gdansk, I
traveled quite a few times to
Germany and France, and
then I smuggled those illegal
publications back into

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...
Continued from page 2

Continued on page 6
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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Grace Baptist Church
gbchamtramck.org 

Are you searching for answers?

Up to

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Cpt. C. Beale Lampkin II
U.S. ARMY RET, Instructor

Certified Instructor from the NRA
• CPL & Personal Protection Course
• Home Firearm Safety
• Pistol, Rifle, Shotgun
• Eddie Eagle Program

Tel. & Fax 313-758-0348

Come Visit at the BazaarBooth #431Russell Bazaar7500 Chrysler, Detroit

��������������������
����
���
��	��
�����������
���	�
������������������

�����������	�������������

�����������
	�

�����������������������	��

Candy & Variety Store ~ Something for Everyone

Penny Candy • Chips • Nuts • $1 Nachos
Quality Jewelry under $4

D-Mack-1 Productions
Custom Made T-Shirts • Logos • Business Cards • Flyers 

• Banners • Your Drawings Can Be Used Also!

(313) 467-5907 
ALL AT ONE
LOCATION! 10233 Jos. Campau Bet. Trowbridge & Belmont

MEN’S HAIRCUTS
313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

������������������	�
��
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Trish Astrology
By Ian Perrotta
Review Staffwriter
Three Fridays ago Ham-

tramck High’s soccer team
played its final match of the
season in the Michigan High
School Athletic Association
District Finals against the Fer-
ndale Eagles. 
But after a remarkable Dis-

trict Tournament run that saw
the team outscore their oppo-
nents 14-1, the Cosmos were
narrowly defeated 1-0 by a
golden goal in overtime.

The loss was perhaps the
low point of an otherwise ter-
rific season. The varsity team
finished with an impressive 8-
6-1 record, scoring 53 goals
to their opponents’ 26 -- not
bad for a group of kids barely
old enough to drive.  Top goal
scorer Awad Almaisari con-
tributed 23 goals and racked
up a hat trick in two games.
While the Cosmos played

terrifically this season, next
year promises to be even

Cosmos soccer team outscore 
opponents in exciting season

Continued on page 10

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2095-97 Belmont - $24,900 
2327 Botsford - $34,900 SOLD!
2633 Casmere - $89,900
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
12080 Klinger - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 SOLD!
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000
SOLD!
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500 SOLD!

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $9,900 NEW PRICE!
12134 Charest - $19,900
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 SOLD!
9632 Dequindre - $23,000
3971 Edwin - $24,999  SOLD!
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $34,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
12081 St. Aubin - $24,900
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop

Dryden:
3895 Havens - $69,900  SOLD!
Macomb Township:
47691 Nola - $159,900 - Bank owned, 4
BR, 2.5 Bath, Colonial with Finished Base-
ment. SOLD!
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $35,000  NEW
PRICE!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $149,900 NEW PRICE!
Lake view!
Warren:
*8268 Lozier - $19,900 - NEW PRICE!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - Atten-
tion Investors! 2 well-maintained single-
family homes on one lot. Great income
potential! Short-Sale $24,900 - PRICE
REDUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom In-
come Bungalow, Living Room, Dining
Room, Full Basement $32,900 

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield Twp.
- “Bank-Owned Home” 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, full basement, 2 car attached
garage. Located near 22 Mile & Gra-
tiot. $89,900 

2682 Evaline, Hamtramck - 2 BR,
Basement, Needs Work $18,000 PRICE
REDUCED!

2362-64 Burger-Hamtramck - 3 Unit
Multi-Level; 6 Bedrooms, 3 Baths,
Basement, Garage, Separate Utilities
$39,900

3826 Carpenter, Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room, Full
Basement, 2 Car Block Garage.
$29,000

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom designer
touches throughout. 3 BR, built-in ap-
pliances, basement, garage. Must see
to appreciate. $56,000 - PRICE RE-
DUCED!

3454 Caniff - Hamtramck - 6 bed-
room, 2-family home in need of repair.
Full basement, garage, $24,900 - NEW
PRICE!

13404 Yvonne – Warren - 3 Bedroom,
1-½ Bath, Full Brick Ranch. Finished
Basement, 2 Car Attached Garage
$79,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

2274-76 Florian, Hamtramck - Invest-
ment Property! Clean, well-maintained
5 unit home. One block from St. Flo-
rian Church. $55,000

2405 Pulaski-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room, Full
Basement. Needs Work. $15,000

2413 Pulaski-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room, ½
Basement. $17,000

Macomb Township
47691 Nola
$159,900 

Hamtown’s movers and shakers...
Continued from page 5
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Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

GRZELAK
Veronica Grzeclak, 86,

died March 23, 2011.
Mrs. Grzeclak was a mem-

ber of PLAV Post 165 Ladies
Auxiliary. She liked to cook
and sew and was proud of
her Polish heritage.
Mrs. Grzeclak was pre-

ceded in death by her hus-
band, Mitchell.
She is survived by her

daughters, Susan and Linda
(John); son, Gregory
(Sharon); grandchildren,
Jason (Karla), Jaclynn
(Brian), Brook and Blake;
great-grandchildren, Hayden
and Halle; step great-grand-
children, Jeremiah and
Dylan.
Funeral arrangements

were made by Jurkiewicz &
Wilk Funeral Home, and fu-
neral services were held on
March 28 at Transfiguration
Church. Burial was at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.

NAUSZELSKI
Helen Nauszelski, 96, died

March 23, 2011.
Ms. Nauszelski was a

Hamtramck resident, and
was preceded in death by
her parents, Nicholas and
Mary; sister, Olga
Bronowski; brothers, Joseph
Nauszewski, Anthony
Nauszewski and Mike Nash.
She is survived by many

nieces and nephews.
Funeral arrangements

were made by Jurkiewicz &
Wilk Funeral Home, and fu-
neral services were held on
March 29 at St. Florian
Church. Burial was at Mt.
Olivet Cemetery.

— In Loving Memory —

Keith Eric Vivoda
April 1, 1967 – January 12, 2010

Happy Birthday 

We love-n-miss you so very much. You were much
more than a brother and uncle. You were our best
friend, to me (Val) you were like a son, to the kids you
were like a big brother.

It’s still hard to believe you’re not coming home.
Every day tears fall from our eyes, our hearts ache with
pain for you. Life’s not the same. We miss your smile,
your deep voice, your silly self.

I sent my kiss to your cheek.
And I … love you, Chow.

Always remembered-n-loved and painfully
missed by brothers and sisters:
Bob V., Linda, Jo-Jo, Kay-Kay, Laura
Nieces and nephews: Crystal, Mariah, Ken, Lil’

Keith, Nathaniel.

Poland! During the late
1970s, and then especially
in 1980 and 1981 (before
Martial Law), our communist
leaders wanted, as a sign of
“peaceful co-existance,” to
show their “openness” to
the West -- in order to get
more loans from the West—
so it was easier for the Poles
to travel abroad than before.
In our home library, we

also have a great variety of
books, magazines and
brochures that had been
published in Poland, but “un-
derground.” Some of those
samizdat volumes are very
precious to me.
Among my favorite libraries

(there are many) are the Bib-
liotque Nationale and Bib-
lioteque Ste. Genevieve in
Paris, and the Freie Universi-
tat Bibliothek in Berlin.  In
communist Poland, my fa-
vorite library was located in
the house of Professor Al-
fred Rachalski, who organ-
ized the first underground
public library in Gdansk!

I love books, cats, and
trees -- we have a beautiful,
huge, tulip tree in our back-
yard in Hamtramck. I de-
cided to buy this house
because of that tree. We’ve
also planted five more trees
in our backyard since then.
I have loved books and

trees since I was a kid, but
my admiration of cats is
quite new. I never realized
how much I love those fluffy,
intelligent, most-beautiful
creatures until I turned 50.
Regretfully, I have lost half a
century, not even knowing
what a great thing I was
missing out on.

Many people aren’t aware
of this, but to be hired in
most libraries in Michigan,
except maybe for those in
very small rural communi-
ties, one must obtain a mas-
ters degree in Library
Science.  There are only two
universities in Michigan that
offer the program, U. of M.
and Wayne State (Western

Michigan’s program was
phased out in, I believe, the
1980s).  Did your degree
come from in-state, or did
you get it elsewhere?

Sochacka: Yes, my MLIS
degree is from WSU. In the
late 90s it was a great pro-
gram, and even though I
worked full-time while study-
ing at WSU’s LIS (Library and
Informatin Science) Depart-
ment, I enjoyed it a lot – and
learned a lot too.

Did you always plan to be
a librarian, or (like many of
us who ended up with the
degree – I have one too) did
you start down other paths
first, and then decide on
this one later? 

Sochacka: No, I never
planned to be a professional
librarian (though I did work
and volunteer in several li-
braries while still in Europe).
As with many librarians, I
have quite an eclectic back-
ground: Psychology, Educa-
tion, Political Science (my

first degree from WSU is a
Political Science degree; I
graduated, Summa Cum
Laude, in 1989 and contin-
ued my postgraduate stud-
ies there), Anthropology and
Journalism.

As with many other impor-
tant events in my life, this
adventure with librarianship
was, sort of, an accident. I
had been working at the
time as a lecturer of Polish
Language, History, and Cul-
ture at – among other places
– Macomb Community Col-
lege, and also as a teacher
in the Henryk Sienkiewicz
Polish Language School,
when I read the announce-
ment in The Citizen: the
local library was looking for
a children’s librarian. I de-
cided to give it a try!

(Next week, part two of our
talk with Library Director
Tamara Sochacka.)
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2 Br. upper, newly reno-
vated, all appliances new,
no pets, $650 + security
deposit, rent includes heat
and water, call Michele
313-523-1373. 4/22

Lower 2 Br. large backyard,
safe neighborhood, appli-
ances and water included,
$550/month + security,
313-301-0594. 4/8

Hamtramck, Conant-Ye-
mans area, 2 Br. upper, liv-
ing room, dining room,
$400/ month + security,
must have good credit, no
pets, 586-945-0317. 4/8

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
close to shopping and Jos.
Campau, appliances in-
cluded, no pets, for ap-
pointment call
810-210-4994. 4/8

Clean flats for rent, 11449
Fleming St., $425/month,
11427 Fleming, $475/
month + security, call Kim
313-682-2928. 4/8

Belmont St., 2 Br., between
Conant and Gallagher,
stove-fridge, clean, call for
appointment 586-604-
0553. 4/8

Studio, no pets, Ham-
tramck, 313-632-5566. 5/27

Upper 2 Br., new carpet,
safe neighborhood, large
backyard, appliances and
water included, $525 + se-
curity, 313-301-0594. 4/8

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
very clean, $474/month +
security deposit + refer-
ences, 248-214-9573. 4/1

3275 Hanley 2 Br., kitchen,
dining and food pantry,
stove-fridge. Also, 3281

Hanley, 2 Br., two dining
rooms, kitchen, bathroom,
stove-fridge, 313-575-7411.
4/1

HAMTRAMCK, Evaline +
Jos. Campau, if you are
looking for a really nice fur-
nished 1 Br. apartment,
check out apartment 7 at
2758 Evaline. Rent is
$695/month, includes all
utilities, call 248-931-
9731 for appt., sorry no
pets. 4/1

Hamtramck studio
apartments, good loca-
tion, immediate occu-
pancy, 248-229-4295,
248-229-4297. 4/8

Hamtramck-Detroit, 4 Br.,
living, dining room, appli-
ances, basement, fenced
yard, Section 8 OK,
$600/month, 248-894-
0131. 4/22

3901 Caniff, 4 Br., 2 bath-
rooms, single - family
dwelling, includes new gas
stove + oven, microwave,
dishwasher, garbage dis-
posal, fridge, washer-dryer,
large fenced yard, 2-1/2 car
garage with electronic
opener, all for only $700/
month, renters insurance re-
quired, call Len at 248-421-
4332 for additional info. 5/4

8325 E. 10 Mile Rd., Cen-
ter Line, east of Van Dyke
3 Br., basement, large liv-
ing room, formal kitchen
and dining room, large
fenced yard, appliances,
water included, nice and
clean area, good neighbor-

hood, can park 8 cars in
garage and driveway,
$800/month + security,
586-806-4888, 586-354-
8673. 4/15

5095 Evaline, 3 Br. house,
living and dining room,
kitchen, computer room, 1
car garage, full basement,
1200 square feet,
$18,500, cash only, call
Anna (586) 819-7395. 4/8

12089 Mitchell St., Ham-
tramck, 4 Br., 2 baths, full
basement, 2-car garage,
short walk from high
school and kindergarten,
selling as-is with furniture
and appliances, 1382 Sq.
feet, 313-368-1098. 4/22

HAMTRAMCK, in the heart
of town, if you have experi-
ence managing an ice
cream store, check out
2756 Evaline, corner of
Jos. Campau. This is a
turn-key opportunity, call
248-931-9731 for appoint-
ment. 4/1

Lot with garage, Burger St.,
east of Fleming St., across
from Koscziuko Middle
School, $3,800, 734-671-
2902. 4/22

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise
or reject any classified advertise-
ment.

Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 
Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation. 
Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

SIDING

Cleaning lady wanted, Polish
speaking preferred.  Call 586
943-4721.

Truck driver-owner operator
wanted, great pay, for local
and regional delivery,
home every weekend, 586-
556-5618. 6/17

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds

11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR 

SALE

HOUSE/APARTMENT

FOR RENT

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 

bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

YARD

SALE

TRANSLATION SERVICES

BROMBERG & ASSOCIATES
Translation Agency

3320 Caniff • Hamtramck

313.872.0787
www.BrombergTranslations.com

Our services cover all areas of the language industry: 
translation; interpretation (consecutive and simultaneous); 

website translation and localization; multilingual desktop publish-
ing and video production; language training; cultural training; 

interpreter training and performance evaluation. We work with over
60 languages locally and 150 languages worldwide.

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

LOT

FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

BY OWNER

Rentals in
Hamtramck
3237 Holbrook, lower, 3 Br., living,
kitchen, hardwood floor, separate
utilities, vacant, $595/month.

3237 Holbrook, upper, 1 Br., living,
kitchen, hardwood floor, all 
remodeled, $390/month.

Call Sam
586-216-06024

/1

Think Spring! 1st Annual
2011 Sale this Thursday
(3/31), Friday (4/1) and
Saturday (4/2). 9-5 p.m.
each day, 11333 Fleming
St.

Kicks Off at the Community Center at 10:00 am on

Saturday, April 9th!
This year’s hike will cover three miles down 

Joseph Campau! 
Register early to receive your FREE T-Shirt at the Hike!
Registration forms are available at the main offices
of Hamtramck High School and Kosciuszko Middle

School.  You can also register by emailing
hurtk@hamtramck.k12.mi.us
Don’t miss out on all the 

FREE fun, food and prizes!!  
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Metro news …

a time when we had guys dress
in a work uniform and not only
pump your gas, but also check
your oil and clean your wind-
shield. For no extra charge.
This portrait is dated June 9,

1944, which was a year before
World War II finally ended. The
fella almost looks like he’s a
character from the old “Bowery
Boys” movie series.
And talk of a movie-like look,

check out photo 7. That’s a sci-
ence teacher for sure and
that’s a student also for sure.
But what was this photo
about? No matter, it looks
something out of a theatrical
production. Check out the dra-
matic lighting and angle and
perfect poses.
That’s one thing I like about

old time newspaper photos,
some were so stagey and dra-
matic looking.
From a Sister to a Santa. I

took photo 8 in the 1990s. It
illustrates a certain funky
humor this town sometimes
displays. Here’s a guy dressed
in a Santa outfit hustling Christ-
mas trees in an empty lot,

which is not to say that alone
is funny. 
What is? I’m not sure but

maybe it was something to do
with an unspoken attitude he
displays. You can imagine him

– or at least I can -- smoking a
cigarette and taking a few
swigs of whiskey or vodka here
and there in between his street
hustle.
Not that there’s anything

wrong with that.
And now maybe the most

mysterious of all the photos,
number 9.
I’ve lost count how many

fires I have covered. This one
wasn’t particularly serious,
which is easy for me to say.
The woman in this photo lived
in an apartment behind a party
story that caught on fire.
The cause of the fire, I don’t

remember. Her belongings
were mostly OK, but obviously
heavily smoke-damaged.
I was taking this photo of a

firefighter getting some gear
ready when the fire victim
zoomed into the frame out of
nowhere. One click in an in-
stant of a second, and there
she is, caught forever by the
magic of photography.
I have looked long at this

photo and find her expression
strangely disturbing. 
Those eyes. That seemingly

goofy grin.
I think she was probably frag-

ile even before this fire.
Her look haunts me. Her

presence that moment even
more so. Here and then gone. 
To where?
What happened to her?
I can tell you, many if not

most of the people I have met
who have survived a fire were
seriously traumatized. To be, in
one instant, homeless and
have your possessions wiped
out is a primal fear. I guess
that goes without saying, but

still, to experience their raw
emotion close-up … it gnaws
at you.
My heart goes out to her --

whoever she is -- every time I
revisit this photo, and I hope
she is in a much better place
now.

It’s said that whatever hap-
pens to Detroit, so goes Ham-
tramck. If you were to rely
solely on the local main-
stream media, you’d think
Detroit is no more than a
crime-infested wasteland.
Well, we’re here to say that
isn’t so. Our friends over at
modeldmedia.com and
metromode.com have been
reporting on fascinating de-
velopment projects for the
past few years.
With their permission, here

is a round-up of their reports
from the past week:

The five James sisters had
a dream -- opening a raw
juice stand in Detroit.
"Recently, all of us girls

needed to have something
to call our own. We just had
the general desire to self-ac-
tualize and start something.
We took our passion of
health and wellness, and in
particular, juicing, and
turned it into a business,"
says co-founder Cait James.
They turned to Kickstarter,

the crowdsourcing website
which has quickly become
Ground Zero for several of
the city's dreamers and cre-

ators -- and raised over
$13,000 from 151 different
backers.
"Our original plan, just

based on being the most
economical and practical op-
tion, was to open up as a
specialty vendor in Eastern
Market. That's the project
we pitched on Kickstarter,"
James says.
The overwhelming support

they've encountered from
Kickstarter followers, local
entrepreneurs and members
of Detroit's food community
have the DROUGHT sisters
re-thinking their original plan
to begin with a vending stall
at Eastern Market. They're
now pursuing a commercial
food license to take advan-

tage of bigger opportunities
on the horizon.
"The food stall is still defi-

nitely in the plans, but we've
had so much interest and
opportunities open up to us,
that we have to amp it up a
bit," she says.
Cait is currently bouncing

between Detroit and Man-
hattan, but she's excited to
set up this business in De-
troit proper.
"Our focus is still on the

city and the Detroit area.
We're from the suburbs,"
she says, "but we all have a
natural inclination to go to
Detroit -- everyone for their
own particular reasons."

Writer: Ashley C. Woods

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$795
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

Gardener’s    
Corner …

Mon-Fri
11:30-3:00

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Caniff
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5
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3470 Holbrook • 313.875-6614

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT!! 

EVERYDAY SPECIAL!

12" Tubby's 
Famous Sub

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.

+ tax

SAT & SUN SPECIAL!

12" Steak 
& Cheese
NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.

+ tax

EVERYDAY SPECIAL!

Buy One, Get One

FREE!
Must present coupon.

With purchase of 
2 medium drinks.
Second sub must be of
equal or lesser value.
Chicken and turkey will

be 50¢ more.

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Talk back …

Continued from page 4

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

By Kathleen Wojcinski
Anyone can grow their own

groceries.
A window box in a sunny

spot can provide you your
own salad bar. Fill the box
with seed-starting mix and
two cups compost (shred-
ded green kitchen scraps).
Plant basil, greens varieties

like arugula, spinach, ro-
maine and leaf lettuces.
Sprinkle seeds, lightly

press down and keep wet.
Use scissors to shear off
tender leaves. Plants will
give you two or three cut-
tings.
Now is a good time to

start tomato and pepper

seedlings. Press a few
seeds into soaked peat pel-
lets and keep wet. After they
their first set of true leaves,
transplant to soil mix in
small containers.
By May, you’ll get the sec-

ond to third set of true
leaves. Do not plant outside
till mid-May.

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an ad today.
Call 

(313) 874-2100

#7

#8

#9


