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Two things of special
note this week.
First up, this Saturday

(July 9) it’s the monthly re-
cycling day at the city park-
ing lot on Caniff at
McDougall. You know the
drill, bring all your recycla-
ble items. However, the city
is no longer accepting Sty-
rofoam.
And then on Wednesday

(July 13), it’s the political
event of the season at Peo-
ple’s Community Services
Center. That’s where “Meet
the Candidates Night” will
take place. You’ll be able to
hear what our City Council
candidates have to say.
The event kicks off at 6

p.m.

Who said this, and
what is it about? You
can find the quote and
the story it belongs to
somewhere in the pages
of this issue.

“I felt I needed
to be closer to 
the situation.”

Quote of
the week …
Quote of

the week …

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Danny D and the
Vagabonds Performing 
a Rod Stewart Tribute 

& Originals

Opening for
Eddie Money 

at St. Clair Riverfest

Friday • July 29th
7:45-9:45

DannyDLive.com

Attention Hamtramck Voters and Interested Residents! Be sure to come out to

Be a part of t
he 

Democratic 
process and v

ote!

6 p.m. at People’s Community Services, 8625 Jos. Campau, corner of Danforth. 
This is your chance to hear where candidates for the City Council stand on local issues.

“Meet the Candidates Night” is being sponsored by The Review newspaper and the Hamtramck Block Club Association. 
— Refreshments Provided by The Hamtramck Review —

Until 
4pm 
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Choose from 8 Different Combos!At Participating Locations
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Open For Lunch Everyday!
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OPEN 24/7

FREE DELIVERY
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OPEN 24/7

By Charles Sercombe
Tom Witkowski has every

right to say this, but he hasn’t.
The house next door to his

on the 2000 block of Edwin
St. is a pile of sh*t.
Or, if you prefer a more po-

lite term, feces.
We mean that in the literal

sense because the person
who occupied the house had
the habit of defecating on his
couch, floor and anywhere,
apparently, but the toilet. 
How do we know this? 
When the cops recently

came to arrest the guy for in-
come tax evasion, and possi-
ble child abuse, he was
asked why there was so much
excrement on the floor and
everywhere.
Why? 
The reason is not clear, but

detectives told us that the
man who had been living
there is obese and has a
hard time getting around. Ac-
cording to Witkowski, he no-
ticed that numerous toilets
were thrown out over the last
few years since the man lived
there.
Let’s stress the part about

“was living there’ because
the city finally condemned the
house and forbade anyone
from living there.
The cops initially arrested

the guy for child abuse for al-
lowing his kids to live in the
filth-infested house, but that
charge was dropped because
the kids were not actually liv-
ing there, but nevertheless,
were there.
The story gets worse. Two

By Charles Sercombe
Any hope that city officials

had about American Axle &
Manufacturing reopening its
plants looks like a thing of
the past.
Last week, American Axle

officials announced they are
closing down the last remain-
ing active plant next February
and will lay off 300 workers.
Company officials said a shift
in the demand for parts is the
reason work is stopping here.
But according to local

media reports, the closing
seems to be more about forc-
ing UAW members to take a
pay and benefit cut from $45
an hour to $30 an hour.

UAW officials say their
union agreed to reduce pay to
$32 an hour, but American
Axle officials say that’s un-
true.
Regardless, it’s clear where

the parts production has
shifted: to American Axle’s
Mexico plant, which employs
about 2,700 workers and is
responsible for 28 percent of
the company’s global income
of $2.3 billion.
The average hourly rate for

a Mexican plant worker is
$6.94.
The Detroit-Hamtramck

plant complex once employed
2,200 workers, and the City

Candidate’s 
residency takes
a new turn 
By Charles Sercombe
City Council candidate Abu

Mahfuz claims he lives in Ham-
tramck.
But it appears the address he

originally claimed he lived at is
an empty attic.
This week, we received an

email from Mohammad Nazrul
Islam who lives at 2424 Neibel,
which is the address that Mah-
fuz has told the city is his offi-
cial residence.
We had recently visited the

two-family house and noticed
that the lower flat appeared to
be empty, and that a woman liv-
ing in the upper flat said no one
was living there. As it turns out,
the woman is married to Islam.
Islam said his wife does not
speak English.
Islam further said that Mah-

fuz lives in the third upper unit.
The Review did some research

on the house. We called the De-
partment of Public Services and
asked who owns the house, and
whether it was registered as a
rental dwelling since it appears
renters live there.
We learned that Mohammad

Kamruzzaman owns the house,
but he had failed to register it
as a rental dwelling. As for an
upper third unit, it is an attic,
and it’s against the law to re-
side in an attic.
On Wednesday, a city inspec-

tor and the fire marshal visited
the house. Vince Peruchietti, a
rental home inspector, said he
closed down the third floor unit
at the house and demanded
that the owner register with the
city as a landlord.
The attic unit, Peruchietti

said, had been converted into a
room, but he saw no signs of
anyone living there.
There is a new ripple in the

Mahfuz residency question. On
July 1, he changed his address
with the Secretary of State Of-
fice, and he now says he lives
at 11450 Moran.
Stay tuned, folks.

What’s worse than a condemned
house? Try living next to one

American Axle says it will close
down last remaining plant

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

This house on Edwin St. was recently condemned by the city
because of the filthy condition inside. Soon after the house
was condemned, it mysteriously started on fire. Living next to
the house has been a nightmare for neighbors.

At one time American Axle employed 2,200 workers. It will lay off
the last 300 remaining workers in February. The company has
shifted production to other plants, including one in Mexico.
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This week at the library...
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Monday,

July 11 at 10 a.m. Adults with basic computer
skills can enhance their computer literacy each
Monday at the library. Number of participants is
limited to available computers
Summer Reading for Toddlers - Puppy Day:  Mon-

day, July 11,  at 11 a.m. Kick-off party for Toddler
Time and celebration of the family.
ESL Class for Beginners - Monday, July 11 at

noon. Christine Templin is the instructor for the
ESL class for beginners. Everyone is invited. Free
to the public.
ESL Summer Reading - Tuesday, July 12 at 5 p.m.

ESL for reading will be reading book, "The Pearl,"
by John Steinbeck.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, July 12 at 4 p.m.

Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math club and
math tutoring.
Computer Classes for Beginners - Wednesday,

July 13 at 10 a.m. Basic instruction on computer
use for beginners will be held on Wednesdays.
Number of participants is limited to available com-
puters.
Summer Reading Travelogue to Italy, Ireland,

Germany and Greece - Wednesday, July 13 at 1
p.m. Backpack from Ireland to Italy and from Ger-
many to Greece, discover the beauty and history
of Europe.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, July 13 at 3:30

p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the library.
Come and enjoy our feature presentation, which
includes free popcorn and snacks.
ESL Class with Christine Templing - Thursday,

July 14 at 5 p.m. Intermediate ESL class con-

ducted by Christine Templing, free to the public.
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, July 14

at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Library Board will
be held in the auditorium. The meeting is open to
the public.
Summer Reading Program for Teens - Friday July

15 at 1 p.m. Regular session of the Summer Pro-
gram for teens.
ESL News for You - Friday, July 15 at 3:30 p.m.

ESL reading and discussion class with Latisha
Edge. Free to the public.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday, July

21 at 6 p.m. FHPL President Kathy Kristy and
Treasurer George Gorday, invite all members and
volunteers to participate in the regular monthly
meeting.
One Sky, Many Stories - Wednesday, July 27 at 1

p.m. Summer Reading Program journey around the
globe to show how different cultures view the night
skies. Inside our portable planetarium children will
explore the night skies and hear myths and folk-
lore stories arising from what is seen in the con-
stellations and stars.
Cooking and Nutrition Class - Thursday, July 28

at 4 p.m. Gleamers Food Bank is sponsoring cook-
ing and nutrition classes taught by a chef and di-
etitian at the Library. Classes are free to the
public. Sessions last for two hours. Participants
will receive free cookbooks, free groceries and se-
cret recipes from the pros. Number of participants
is limited. You must register ahead of time. All
spaces filled on first come first serve basis. To reg-
ister call the library at (313) 365-7050.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 

G
lo

ba
l E

ducational Excellence

educational management and develop
m

en
t

Community. Involvement. Impact.

For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

— JULY SPECIAL —
YOU CAN GET PAID $300.00 
FOR YOUR JUNK CARS

Don’t miss out on our limited time offer!
Call now and we guarantee you will receive $300.00 per car

Refer a friend and receive a 5% bonus!

CALL NOW!
VW&K TOWING

(313) 425-1192 or (313) 218-3637
ASK FOR WILLIAM

*Must have titles to all cars

Spaghetti Dinner 
Holy Cross Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck

North of Caniff, Corner of Fleming & Pulaski

Wednesdays • July 20 &
August 17 4 pm to 7 pm

Adult $6.00    Child $3.00
Vegetarian sauce upon 

request
Dessert 50¢

— Carry out available —

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

weeks after the man was ar-
rested and the house was con-
demned, on a Sunday morning
at 3 a.m., the house mysteri-
ously went up in flames.
Witkowski’s house was par-

tially damaged from heat ex-
posure.
But that’s not the key thing

he’s mad about. He con-
fronted the City Council at its
most recent meeting, de-
manding to know when the
house will be demolished.
“They write up tickets for

what?” he said about city
code inspectors who in-
spected the property over the
last several months. “Nothing
is ever done. … You want to
live next door to that?”
So, why is a nightmare

house like this allowed to fes-
ter and fester?
City Manager Bill Cooper

said it’s a matter of the law
protecting the rights of home-
owners.
But what about the rights of

homeowners next to a house
in this condition?
You just have to keep on

complaining, and eventually,
the tickets add up to hefty
fines and then possibly even
arrest.
As for when the city will get

around to tearing down the
house next door to
Witkowski, we asked City
Manager Cooper what the
plan is. He says he is working
to take action with the insur-
ance company that has a pol-
icy for the house.
“We’re trying to get this

house torn down,” Cooper

said.
But there’s an added prob-

lem. Witkowski said there are
roaches and mice in the
house.
Cooper said if that’s the

case, he will first have to ex-
terminate the house before
knocking it down.
Perhaps more frustrating is

that this house is not an iso-
lated case. The city has
dozens and dozens of houses
in equally decrepit condition.
Cooper said violation after

violation can be issued, and
in some cases property own-
ers just pay the fines, but ul-
timately, it takes time to force
compliance – or to get to the
point where a property is so
bad it requires demolition.
The problem hasn’t es-

caped the attention of
Cooper. He said his hands
are tied because the city
lacks the money needed to
demolish the eyesores.
“That’s our number one

problem,” he said, “coming
up with the money.”
We’re changing subjects

here, and we’re thinking of a
house filled with human
waste and a guy sitting on his
couch and just letting loose,
while his kids run about:
Somewhere in the back of our
head we hear the slow begin-
ning of the dueling banjos
from the movie, “Deliver-
ance.”
You too?

What’s worse than a condemned
house? Try living next to one
Continued from front page

of Hamtramck once collected
$500,000 a year in property
tax and income tax. In 2008,
UAW members went on strike
over a wage concession de-
mand.
The workers eventually

agreed to come back at half
the salary they were earning.
But it didn’t matter because
shortly after the strike Ameri-
can Axle closed down most of
the plants at the Detroit-Ham-
tramck complex and shifted
work to Mexico.
The timing of the closing of

the last remaining plant is cu-

rious to say the least. The
UAW contract ends in Febru-
ary, leading to speculation
that perhaps work could re-
turn with non-union employ-
ees.
American Axle officials

won’t say what their plans
are, but another scenario
could be that the plants will
be leased out or sold to an-
other manufacturer.
Or, it could be that the

plants will forever remain
mothballed, adding yet an-
other nail to the coffin of the
Detroit auto industry.

American Axle says
it will close down
last remaining plant
Continued from front page

By Charles Sercombe
All right City Council candi-

dates, it’s time to meet the pub-
lic.
Next Wednesday (July 13) is

“Meet the Candidates Night” at
People’s Community Services at
Jos. Campau at Danforth.
The event is sponsored by

The Review and the Hamtramck
Block Club Association.
The structure of the evening

follows past years: the public is
invited to arrive at 6 p.m. for re-
freshments (provided by The
Hamtramck Review) and to write
down questions for candidates,
and then at 7 p.m. the candi-
dates get to speak a few min-

utes on any subject they want
to.
After a short break, candi-

dates will field questions pre-
sented from the public. 
There are 13 candidates

seeking three seats on the City
Council. Only one incumbent,
Cathie Gordon, is seeking re-
election.
The Primary Election is Aug.

2, and out of the 13 candidates
running, the top six vote-getters
will go on to the November Gen-
eral Election.
The council race is the only

local elected office on the Pri-
mary ballot.

City Council candidates,
get your speeches ready

7/15
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Summer Items:
• Tons of Bicycles
• Fishing Rods & Tackle
• Lawn Care Items • And lots more...

—EXPANSION—

SALE!
Deep discounts on many items!

—EXPANSION—

SALE!
Deep discounts on many items!

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
oo
k S
t.

Brom
bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

3470 Holbrook • 313.875-6614

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT!! 

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

6” Steak
& Cheese

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.
Special offers not included. Jumbo extra.

Any 
Footlong Sub

DAILY SPECIAL!

+ tax

DAILY SPECIAL!

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.
Special offers not included. Jumbo

extra.

By Charles Sercombe
With the recent retire-

ment of Police Chief Mark
Kalinowski, the big ques-
tion in town was: Who’s
going to be the next chief?
Well, actually, the ques-

tion was: Who’s going to be
appointed the “acting” or
“interim” chief until testing
for the position is com-
pleted?
Drum roll, please … it’s

… it’s … City Manager Bill
Cooper, who announced his
own appointment last
Thursday. As you can imag-
ine, news of his self-ap-
pointment didn’t go over all
well with some in the Police
Department.
Usually in a case like

this, a lieutenant is named
as temporary chief.
The two unions repre-

senting the Police Depart-
ment said the matter is in
the hands of their attor-
neys.
Privately, let’s just say

there is a whole lot of
grumbling and nasty re-
marks being tossed around
within the department
about Cooper’s perceived
snub.
So far, Cooper said, there

has been no legal action

taken to undo his appoint-
ment.
But now, the bigger ques-

tion: Why in the heck did he
appoint himself?
Let’s just say up front, ac-

cording to our sources
within the department,
there is a lot of division
over who should be named
chief, and the division has
turned to confrontation
among some in the depart-
ment to the point where
things are getting a little

out of control.
Cooper said that recent

issues have come to light,
and the reason he ap-
pointed himself instead of
one out of three current

lieutenants is that he
wanted to get first-hand
knowledge of what’s going
on within the department.
“I felt I needed to be

closer to the situation,”
Cooper said.
And, he added, tersely,

that will give him an oppor-

tunity to “implement”
changes.
Asked if his self-appoint-

ment was a vote of no con-
fidence to those in line to
be appointed chief, Cooper
said: “You can say that if
you want to, but that’s not
how I would phrase it.”
OK …
We’re going to take that

as a negatory, but keep in
mind, Cooper didn’t say
that.
However, Cooper did say

that he does not intend to
remain as chief.
“Once a chief is selected,

I’ll step down,” Cooper
said.
Ah, but that’s where

things can get compli-
cated. Whichever lieu-
tenant scores the highest
to become chief, won’t nec-
essarily get the job. Cooper
has to first make the ap-
pointment, and then the
City Council has to approve
it. If the council rejects the
appointment and then the
other lieutenants in line for
the job, testing for the chief
then goes to the next high-
est ranking group of offi-
cers.
The process is dictated

by the officers’ union con-
tract. But the unions in the
department might want to
check on some of the lat-
est legislation that has
been passed regarding
public employees and their
contracts.
As rocker David Bowie

once sang: “Ch-ch-
changes.”

City manager makes a surprise 
appointment for acting police chief 

 

SPLASH! 
 
 

GGeett rreeaaddyy ttoo ggeett WWeett!! 
WWiitthh tthhee HHaammttrraammcckk RReeccrreeaattiioonn 

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt 
 

Date:  Friday, July 15, 2011 

Time:  5:30 p.m. 

Location:  Pulaski Park 
 

All ages are welcome; there will be food, prizes, water 

blasters, splash balls, limbo contest, a mechanical surf 

board and much more! 
 

Please dress appropriately, you will get wet! 

 

Children under 18 must be 

accompanied by an adult, first 30 

children will receive a water blaster! 
 

Afterwards stick around for our outdoor movie: 

“The Karate Kid”.  (2010) 
Movie will begin at dusk.  Please bring a blanket or lawn chair to 

sit on; anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a 

parent to stay for the movie. 

 

In case of severe weather the make up date will be Friday, July 22 
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Coming
Events

JULY 9, Saturday,  2 – 4
p.m. -- Monthly Soup
Kitchen at Holy Cross
Parish, Pulaski at Flem-
ing. All are welcome

FUNDRAISER DINNERS 
AT THE NEW 

CLOCK RESTAURANT
Friday, July 8th • Friday, July 15th
5-8pm. Choice of dinners with your choice

of a beverage and dessert all for a 
$25 minimum donation. 

Please note that there will be a vegetarian as well as a
Halal dinner choice.

There will also be a $20 gift certificate door
prize drawing at the end of the dinner, good

for future visits to The Clock.  

Attendees may purchase tickets to the
final party/fundraiser July 29th at New

Dodge Lounge
from 6-9pm at a $20 minimum donation which will 

include a food buffet and a cash bar.  Tickets will also
be available between events and at the door. 

lamm4hamtramck.wordpress.com 

Paid For By The Committee To Elect Roger Lamm

City Manager Bill Cooper appointed himself as acting po-
lice chief, which has upset some police officers. Cooper said
he wanted to get a closer look at some issues that have
cropped up in the department.



The Aug. 2 Primary Election
is just around the corner, and
to help voters find out where
City Council candidates stand
on several local issues, we in-
vited the candidates to partic-
ipate in a survey.

This week, we have candi-
dates Cathie Gordon (who is
the only incumbent running
for re-election), Robert Zwolak
and Roger Lamm.

Name:  Cathie Ladzinski
Gordon
Education: Associate De-

gree … Nursing. MCC, 12 –
year student & 1965
graduate St. Florian High
School
Employment: Local Hospi-

tals within tri-county area, co-
owner and operator:  New
Dodge Lounge … 26 years

Many cities are facing fi-
nancial hardship. Hamtramck
is also facing a financial
shortfall in the coming year
or two. What steps would you
take to keep the city’s budget
balanced?
Gordon: This has been a

very tough year, financially, for
our city.  AND there’s more to
come.  
With the cuts in revenue

sharing, not to mention the
deterioration of the automo-
tive economy & the closing of
American Axle, our city is fac-
ing further money problems.  
As the sponsor of the “cost-

recovery ordinance” I firmly
believe we MUST find more
ways to increase our revenue
… bring in more money!!   We
must look into an amnesty
program….it will bring in
$$$$ as well as provide relief
for our property owners. …
We MUST continue to provide
services to other cities, such
as the income-tax services
we provide Highland Park,
AND investigate partnering
with other entities within our
city.  
Budget cuts must continue,

AND as elected officials, we
must be fiscally responsible
… no more “pet projects” …
no more “incidental expendi-

tures” … WE MUST TIGHTEN
OUR BELTS!!

Some cities are turning to
merging public services with
other communities. Are you in
favor of taking this action? If
so, what would you propose
to merge and with whom?
Gordon: Before we enter-

tain thoughts of merging, we
must look into the re-structur-
ing of certain departments,
as well as department head
accountability.  Then, and only
then, can we take the next
step of investigating the cost
effectiveness of merging.  

On the other hand, there
ARE other entities within the
city that we can partner with,
such as Hamtramck Housing
& Hamtramck public schools,
to mention a few.  
I believe it is possible to

provide Hamtramck Housing
a payroll service which is now
being contracted out by
them…….we can pick up
their garbage, another service
contracted out…..we can
even combine legal services,
as many housing commis-
sions do, another additional
contract .  
Hamtramck public schools

have services they can possi-
bly provide TO the city, hope-
fully, at a decreased cost …
….they employ plumbers and
electricians…services the
city contracts out……we can
partner our garbage pick-
up…..many services that WE
can both benefit $$$$ from
… i.e. an increase in revenue
sharing per Gov. Snyder’s
new plan.

Also, some cities are turn-
ing their police and fire de-
partments into one
department, often called a
Public Safety Department.
Under this plan, firefighters
and police officers cross-
train to be able to perform
both duties. Are you for or
against this plan? Please ex-
plain your position.
Gordon: Let me begin by

saying……the transition from
fire/police to public safety is
a long process to implement
(Kalamazoo says it took ap-
proximately 18 months to 2
years) which says we would
not reap those $$$$ benefits
for a long time. … AND the
cost of re-training all our em-
ployees. … WELL, with the fi-
nancial state of our city I
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• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

9801 Jos. Campau • Inside Royal Shopping

313-875-1001

$50
Unlimited:

Talk • Text • Data

Per
Month

PAY YOUR T-MOBILE • BOOST • METRO PCS HERE!

Monthly
4G

FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-up We offer FREE drop-off & Pick-up service!

Front Wheel 
Alignment 
$4995

AC Charge 

$3995

SPECIALIZING IN
Computer Diagnostics 

and 
Electronic Repair

Oil Change
$1995

Most Cars

FREE
10 Point Safety Inspection

Brake Service
Most Cars

$4995

Computer 
Diagnosis 
$45

+ Freon

We Now Sell 
New & Used TIRES!

Set of 4 Tires
Mounted & Balanced 

As low as $159!
FREE Wheel Alignment 

w/purchase of 4 new tires
FREE Towing 

Within 5 miles with
All Major Repairs

TIRE REPAIR Available

2929 Carpenter St. to the east
from Jos. Campau — Hamtramck

313-892-1200

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm

Senior Citizen 
10% Discount

Gardener’s    
Corner …

By Kathleen Wojcinski
Foraging for edibles is a

fun, nutritious and educa-
tional way to get back to our
roots.
Humans made observa-

tions in nature as their lives
depended on it. Modern
man runs to the grocery
store and pharmacy, not re-
alizing the groundwork was
established thousands of

years ago.
Most drugs use the chem-

ical compounds found in
plants from around the
globe. Finding your own wild
food is easy. They grow in
our woods, marshy spots,
old pastures, along fences
and bike paths.
Cattails: Nature’s pantry,

completely edible and useful
as a fire starter.

Chicory: Out of coffee?
Grind the root after you roast
it to dark brown.
To find more, look on the

Internet, Google “survival,
edible plants, etc.
You can’t view “Weeds”

the same after that. Also,
visit your local metro park
when they have programs on
this subject.

By Charles Sercombe
Here’s the second part of

the June 28 City Council
meeting. Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski and Councilmember
Shahab Ahmed were ab-
sent.
When we last left off, a

lengthy discussion was
held on whether to adopt a
proposed zoning law that
would restrict where med-
ical marijuana can be
grown in the city.
The council has tinkered

with the proposal for the
past several months, all to
no avail. The proposal was
once again rejected. How-
ever, word has it that the
proposal may come back
for another vote at the next
council meeting.
It appears a certain

“dodgey” councilmember
has had a change in think-
ing. We’ll see.
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski has an issue

with the city’s garbage
hauler. They stink, he said,
well, more or less.
Jankowski said Rizzo

Services is failing to clean
up garbage spills, and the
city’s alleys are looking ter-
rible. He also said the com-
pany is failing to tag
households that improperly
store garbage and fail to
let city code inspectors
know about it.
“They know they have to

do this, and they’re not,”
Jankowski said.
Jankowski suggested

holding up payments until
the company provides the
service the city pays for.
City Attorney Jim Allen

said the city should first
draw up a list of specific
complaints, especially if
the council is considering
canceling its contract with
Rizzo.
Councilmember Cathie

Gordon questioned

whether the city is issuing
code violations to house-
holds that do not comply
with garbage disposal re-
quirements. City Manager
Bill Cooper said city inspec-
tors indeed issue a lot of
tickets.
C o u n c i l m e m b e r

Jankowski suggested
telling Rizzo to swap its
garbage pick-up crew as-
signed to Grosse Pointe
with Hamtramck’s.
Moving on, Councilmem-

ber Gordon said the city
should be broadcasting all
meetings of city commit-
tees and commissions, as
well as recording the meet-
ings and archiving them.
City Manager Cooper said

the city’s broadcasting
equipment isn’t built for
the job.
That’s right, folks, Ham-

tramck is too poor to invest
in new recording equip-
ment.

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.
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Candidates for council
weigh in on local issues

Continued on page 7



By Mike Murphy
Special to The Review
Currently entering his 20th

year in public Education, Rus-
sell Robinson has just re-
cently completed his first year
as principal of Hamtramck’s
Holbrook Elementary School. 
Robinson has worked as a

teacher and administrator at
the elementary, middle and
high school levels in rural, sub-
urban and urban school dis-
tricts with diverse
socio-economic conditions. He
first became familiar with the
Hamtramck community by serv-
ing as the school leader at Oak-
land International Academy. 
The Review had an email and

telephone exchange with the
now vacationing principal of
Holbrook Elementary and dis-
cussed the work that has been
done and the work that needs
to be done to make Holbrook
Elementary a better school. 
Despite challenges pre-

sented by cuts in state fund-
ing, dire economic times in

the community, and the spe-
cial educational needs of
many of the school’s stu-
dents, Robinson believes Hol-
brook Elementary, now
notable for the 115 years it
has stood as a structure,
stands of good chance of be-
coming known as a great ele-
mentary school and a great
place for children to learn to

excel. 

What did you see as the
major issues facing you upon
becoming principal at the el-
ementary school?
Russell Robinson: There

are several important issues
facing our staff at Holbrook.
The most pressing has to be
the improvement of student
proficiency in all core content
areas.  
The state and federal gov-

ernment continue to raise the
bar for which schools are
measured but more impor-
tantly we have a duty and re-
sponsibility as an educational
institution to fully prepare
every child in our school for
college should they choose
that path for themselves.  
A second issue which has

become a priority not only for
Holbrook school but for our
entire district is that of ad-
dressing the growing financial
challenges caused by cuts in
state funding.  
We must maintain or in-

crease our enrollment in
order to help offset these
cuts.  Residents of Ham-
tramck now have many
choices when it comes to
their children’s education.
We have to develop a busi-
nesslike acumen which fo-
cuses on providing exemplary
customer service and an over-
all product parents want for
their children.  

In what ways have you been
able to address those issues?
Russell Robinson: Increas-

ing student proficiency re-
mains a primary goal of
improvement efforts at Hol-
brook. We have continued to
focus on instructional peda-
gogy, by taking a look at not
only what teachers are teach-
ing but how they are teaching.  
During the past year, we

have also implemented new
assessment programs in
reading and math.  These pro-
grams go much farther than
the annual MEAP and ELPA
tests by allowing teachers to
monitor and track student
growth throughout the year
and then inform their instruc-
tional efforts based on the re-
sult of that data.  
We have also implemented

a district-wide method of com-
piling and tracking student
performance.  
This system, using a simple

excel spreadsheet has been
very effective in my previous
leadership positions by pro-
viding me with a complete
view of student performance
on state and building assess-
ments for every child in my
school. 
When fully implemented,

this method will be a valuable
resource for teachers and ad-
ministrators and will provide
additional accountability for
the academic growth of each
child.  
Finally, we must continue to

work to show parents how
much we care.  If we are suc-
cessful at meeting the needs
of our parents and students
they will have little reason to
seek alternative educational
opportunities which in turn in-
creases the stability and vital-
ity of our school.  
We can accomplish this by

providing a safe, nurturing
and supportive environment
where teaching and learning
is the primary focus.

What will you work on dur-
ing the upcoming school
year?
Russell Robinson: As al-

ways, a new school year
brings a renewed sense of en-
thusiasm and optimism and
this year is certainly no differ-
ent.  I am excited about the
continued growth of our
school.  
At the request of our fami-

lies, we will be adding kinder-
garten and 7th grade
classrooms this school year,
which will help to further de-
fine our role in the community
as a true neighborhood
school.  
Our preliminary projections

also indicate strong enroll-
ment in our other grades
which speaks volumes about
the reputation of our school
and the work our staff is
doing. 
From an instructional stand-

point I will continue to focus
on improvement in many of
the areas we have already
begun, including staff train-
ing, support and professional
development.  
For the first time this year,

we will also be expanding our
efforts to provide a center-
based literacy approach and
guided reading instruction for
every child in the school,
grades kindergarten through
7th.  This concept allows
teachers to offer differenti-
ated, small-group instruction
tailored toward the needs of
individual learners in each
classroom. 
Finally, we must continue to

strive to meet the needs of
our growing population of Eng-
lish Language Learners.  
During the 2010-2011

school year, more than 20
new students enrolled at Hol-
brook with little or no experi-
ence in the English language.
We must continue to improve
our efforts at helping these
students acquire the lan-
guage as quickly as possible

in order to meet the demands
of rigorous state testing and
start them on the path of ac-
ademic advancement.

Are there any special needs
Holbrook Elementary stu-
dents have owing to the par-
ticular conditions of the
district?
Russell Robinson: As you

know, the entire community is
suffering through very difficult
economic times and the
school district is certainly no
exception.  As the oldest
school building still in opera-
tion in the state of Michigan,
Holbrook has its challenges
as well.  
Our school, which first

opened in 1896, is an archi-
tectural gem. The school dis-
trict has done a wonderful job
of maintaining the building
but I hope to find some time
this year to begin researching
potential grants or corporate
donations to help improve the
infrastructure of the school
(such as new windows, air
conditioning etc.). 
Just recently, our librarian,

Mr. Neff, coordinated a visit
from the Detroit Piston’s Com-
munity Relations Department
to look at ways in which they
might support our literacy ef-
forts and possible building
improvement projects. 
We must continue to look

for opportunities like these
which would allow us to im-
prove the school without plac-
ing additional financial burden
on the school district.  

After one year at Holbrook

Elementary, have you had to
adjust your goals for turning
the school around? In other
words, has implementing
change in the school proven
more difficult than you ini-
tially thought it would be? 
Russell Robinson: My goals

for leading the school through
the improvement process
have not changed.  I believe
strongly in the direction we
are moving and know in my
heart that ultimately what we
are trying to accomplish as a
staff and school community is
what is best for kids.  
Although it has not proven

to be more difficult than I
imagined, I believe the time-
lines and benchmarks I set
for myself and for our staff
were very aggressive.
This was necessitated in

large part by the demands for
immediate improvement
placed on all schools by the
state and federal govern-
ment.
Unfortunately, this expecta-

tion is not going to get easier.
Therefore, we must continue
to push ahead and strive for
continuous improvement as
quickly as possible.

What would it take to make
Holbrook a "model" elemen-
tary school? Do you believe
there is such a thing?
Russell Robinson: I am not

sure there is a clearly defined
rubric for anointing a school
as a model; however I do be-
lieve our society tends to
place labels like this on
schools which have beaten
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“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

Senior Citizen Discount

10% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 7/14/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 7/14/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

Come watch baseball in a 
comfortable and air-conditioned 

atmosphere with 4 widescreen TVs.

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’
every Fri & Sat Night

9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook 

for Upcoming Events

Heat Got cha?

chill out
at jean’s!
$1 Beer Mondays

Wednesdays -
Free POol
Sexy girls

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Having a Party for the Election!
H Friday, August 5th 6pm H

2658 Zinow • $70 per person
Paid for by the Friends of Richard Fabiszak

Holbrook principal looks back on his first year on the job

Continued on page 6

Russell Robinson

Characters Always Welcome!
Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

7/8
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

Candidates and voters.
Do they all live here?
That’s a question we

have raised in recent
weeks, and it was once
again echoed by City Coun-
cil candidate Robert
Zwolak, and actually initi-
ated by a comment made
to us by council candidate
Steve Shaya. We go back a
long way with Bob Zwolak,
and not always on the best
of terms.
But his recent statement

at a City Council meeting
was dead on, and it needs
to be acknowledged: If you
do not live here, don’t run
for office and don’t vote.
In recent weeks, and in

this issue, we have ex-
plored the residency of cer-
tain candidates. And a few
months ago we reported
on the city’s plan to cross-
reference the voter rolls
with income tax filings to
make sure that the people
who vote here are also pay-
ing income taxes.
Well, Bob Zwolak threw

out a startling piece of in-
formation at the last coun-
cil meeting. According to
Bob, there were 2,000 let-
ters sent out to people
who voted in the General
Election of 2009 but did
not file an income tax form
with the city. Out of that
number, 200 people told
the Income Tax Depart-
ment … get ready … they
indeed voted here, but
don’t live here.
Finance Director Nevrus

Nazarko, who is head of
the Income Tax Depart-
ment, among other duties,
is on vacation and we were
not able to confirm those
numbers with him. But City

Manager Bill Cooper, said
that Zwolak was in the ball-
park.
Wow.
But before you scream

election fraud, be aware of
something. Our right to
vote is fiercely protected
by the Constitution and
federal law.
For example, let’s say

you can’t live in your house
or apartment because it’s
being renovated, or it was
burned down, or you were
foreclosed on. You may
have been forced to live
outside of the city, even
though you have plans to
still reside in Hamtramck.
Well, guess what? 
You have every right to

still vote here.
But, and this is a big

one, you can’t vote any-
where else.
Or, maybe you winter in

Florida but come back in
warm weather. You still
have a right to vote here –
but not anywhere else.
The exceptions and

rights are endless when it
comes to voting. And that’s
a good thing, because
there have been mighty
forces in the past to pre-
vent certain people, includ-
ing people of color, from
voting.
Our right to vote must be

protected.
But the fact that 200 or

so people have admitted
they don’t live here but
vote here is disturbing. 
It certainly suggests

fraud.
One question we have,

and hope to have an-
swered in the coming
weeks, is whether these
folks ever lived in Ham-

tramck. And if not, did they
commit fraud by applying
for a voter registration card
by listing a false address?
And another question is:

If you say you don’t live
here but vote here, do you
still have to pay city in-
come taxes?
There are many thorny

questions about this sub-
ject.
City Manager Bill Cooper

told us that his administra-
tion is “sorting” out the
legal questions to deter-
mine whether there is a
legal cause to start prose-
cuting people for voter
fraud.
He said that officials

from the state have told
him it’s up to the city to de-
termine whether there is
enough evidence to bring
on criminal charges. We’re
going to look into this in
the coming weeks be-
cause, quite frankly, elec-
tion law is too complicated
– and possibly too costly --
to risk local prosecution.
Certainly state and fed-

eral officials have a stake
in this matter, and we are
going to ask the state’s
Secretary of State Office,
which is in charge of elec-
tions statewide, and the
Justice Department to
weigh in on this matter.
It seems only right that

you vote where you live.
We know there are many
exceptions to this rule, but
Hamtramck seems to have
become a political play-
ground for outsiders.
Certainly everyone would

agree that Hamtramck de-
serves local control, sup-
ported by the locals who
actually live here.

City needs to go after those
suspected of voter fraud

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com
Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe 

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of 
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

Just joking … Have you
heard this joke going
around? Here it is: A
school teacher, a Tea
Partier, and a CEO are sit-

ting at a table. In the mid-
dle of the table is a plate
with a dozen cookies on it.
The CEO reaches across
and takes 11 cookies,

then looks at the Tea
Partier and says "Watch
out for that teacher—she
wants a piece of your
cookie!"

the odds or those which
serve as an example for
others to follow.   
In my opinion, success

originates on many fronts.
Community and/or stake-
holder perception often de-
fines a school. Published
proficiency on state and
national assessments as
well as student success in
later life all help define a
school’s value to the over-

all community.
At Holbrook I believe we

are well on our way to be-
coming a great school.  We
have a committed staff
that genuinely cares and
wants what is best for our
students. 
My job as the instruc-

tional leader is to take all
of the pieces of the puzzle
and help assemble them to
ensure that each child who

enters our door every day
receives the very best we
have to offer.  
If we monitor our efforts

closely and work for contin-
uous improvement, the
designation of whether or
not we are considered to
be a “model” school will
take care of itself.

Holbrook principal looks back
on his first year on the job
Continued from page 5

Your election article in
the June 24 issue of the
Hamtramck Review chal-
lenging Abu Mahfuz's resi-
dency status has been
brought to my attention.
You mentioned in your ar-

ticle that "a woman living
in the upstairs flat said she
never heard of Mahfuz and
said no one is living in the
lower flat." 
Mr. Abu Mahfuz is a very

good friend of mine and of
my family. We are from the
same town in Bangladesh.
Our family members back

home have known each
other for years. 
My wife, the woman you

spoke to, has recently
come to the US from
Bangladesh and does not
understand English well.
Also, in our Muslim culture
men and women do not
usually hang out with each
other unless they are im-
mediate family members.
Obviously my wife did not
understand what you were
asking her, and besides
she does not pay attention
to the details of Mr. Mah-

fuz's life.
Also, I am surprised that

in your research you did
not notice that there is a
third floor in this building.
In the last few months I
have seen Mr. Mahfuz com-
ing to this third floor quite
often. I don't question him
about his movements.

Mohammad Nazrul Islam
2424 Neibel St.
Hamtramck

Letters • Letters 
Candidate Abu Mahfuz lives in his attic
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Recycling Day
Saturday
July 9th
9am to 3pm

Sorry, we are no
longer accepting 
styrofoam.

ENROLL NOW FOR THE
2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR
Hamtramck Public Schools Highlights

  Academic Programs
• Diverse K-12 Educational Program

• All School Staff Highly Qualified

• Technology & Career Prep Courses

• Art, Music & Band

• Honors & Advanced Placement Classes

• Restorative Practices & Character Development

 Extra-Curricular Activities
•  Full Sports Program •  HOPE Program

•  Tutoring •  Student Government

•  Robotics Programs •  Summer Programs

•  National Honor Society •  Dance & Cheer

For More Information
(313) 872-9270

www.hamtramck.k12.mi.us

New for 2011-2012

Holbrook &
Dickinson East

Full-day Kindergarten

Dickinson West/
Kosciuszko Campus
Offering Grades 1-8

Hamtramck HS
General Motors &

United Way
Schools of Excellence

Registration

3201 Roosevelt
Hamtramck, MI

7:30 AM - 12 Noon
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Monday - Friday

Schools of Choice
HPS is accepting non-Hamtramck 
residents for the coming school year. 
Applications must be submitted by 
the following dates to be considered:

Kindergarten - September 9
Grades 1-8 - August 23
Hamtramck High - August 23
Horizon Alt. - September 1

Hamtramck 
Public 
Schools

Start Here, Stay Here, Succeed Here!
Počnite ovdje, ostati ovdje, uspjeti ovdje!

Filloni këtu, këtu do të jenë këtu për suksesin tuaj!
Tutaj zacznij, tutaj zostan, tutaj osiagnij sukces!

H P S
Hamtramck Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt
Hamtramck, MI 48212

don’t feel we can afford it at
this time.  
However, we must not dis-

miss the idea … just “put it
on the back burner” for now.
At this point in time, I feel
that with the strict accounta-
bility of those department
heads and some re-structur-
ing within those departments,
we CAN provide independent
safety services to the com-
munity without burdening our-
selves with the needs of
another community. 

How would you rate the job
of our city manager? Please
explain.
Gordon:   It’s 2011 and our

city manager is entering his
4th year.  Overall I feel that he
has done the “best he can.”
However, I have disagreed
with many of the decisions he
has made ... from the sugges-
tion to take a loan from the
state (related to the Detroit
non-payment) to the request
to file bankruptcy with the
state of Michigan.  He must
re-direct the city and be cre-
ative with that re-direction. 

Briefly, what are the
strengths and weaknesses of
Hamtramck?
Gordon: In my estimation,

Hamtramck is a very gifted
city with a lot of potential.
Our diversity lends itself to a
variety of restaurants, retail
shops and entertainment.
Our density provides ade-
quate and affordable hous-
ing, and encourages our
pedestrian-friendly attitude.  
Centrally located, Ham-

tramck is easily accessible by
two freeways, and is sur-
rounded by Detroit (on three

sides) and Highland Park,
which makes us even more
unique than most.  
Last but not least, let’s not

forget the wealth of history
that lies within our 2-square
miles. …

On the other hand, we are
not a city without flaws.
Abandoned homes, empty
storefronts, and un-kept al-
leys tend to discourage
growth and progress.  Strug-
gling economics together with
poor marketing makes for a
sad-looking business district,
not to mention a financially
distraught city.  
In order to succeed, we

must build on who we are and
what we have, rather than
who we can be or what we
can do.

What do you stand for as a
candidate, and what do you
hope to accomplish while in
office?
Gordon:   As the only incum-

bent seeking re-election my
attitude remains …  “a gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people and for the people.”
Government transparency is a
must … accountability is a
must … adherence to the
rules is a must.   
As an official elected by the

people, I believe I have been,
and will continue to be a per-
son who is in tune to the peo-
ple’s needs, a person who
keeps those needs a priority,
and a person who CAN make
quick crucial decisions.  

Ultimately, accountability
starts and ends with our
elected officials.  As one of
those elected officials, I hope
to improve the state of our
city … market and develop

our business districts … im-
prove quality of life issues
with increased code enforce-
ment & increased public
safety … improve the finan-
cial stability of our city with in-
creased revenue, rather than
increased cuts … improve
transparency within our city
with open police log books,
published crime stats, and
mandatory airing of all council
and commission meetings…
with recordings available on
line and in the library ... and
lastly improve communication
between elected officials and
our residents by changing
“council rules” in order to pri-
oritize and recognize the feel-
ings/needs of our residents
… by allowing them to speak
about ANYTHING at the begin-
ning of council meetings and
allowing elected officials to
respond. 

Is there anything else you
would like to add?

(Editor’s note: No answer.)
Name: Robert Zwolak
Education: Fourteen years

of formal education, six years
California and Michigan Air
National Guard, various
courses in municipal and
business training and up-
grades.
Employment: Retired, past

retailer and publisher in the
City of Hamtramck as well as
former Hamtramck City Clerk,
City Councilmember, Civil
Service Commissioner and
two terms as City Charter Re-
vision Commissioner.

Many cities are facing fi-
nancial hardship. Hamtramck
is also facing a financial
shortfall in the coming year
or two. What steps would you
take to keep the city’s budget
balanced?
Zwolak: Hamtramck finan-

cial shortfalls and keeping
budget balanced: The city of
Hamtramck's existence, the
past 89 years, has evolved
into a very complicated sta-
tus. 
The city has accumulated a

very expensive legacy cost in
its police, fire pension and
health benefits, which
amount to $3.5 million a year
out of our city budget and
over $60 million in long term
obligations. The city has a di-
minishing tax base and in-
creasing expenses and must
aggressively pursue collec-
tions for those monies due
the city. 
I have emphasized this to

the council at many council
meetings previously and have
reminded them that it is their

responsibility to monitor ex-
penses and income in the
budget in a timely manner. 
It is the responsibility of the

city Council to question un-
necessary and excessive ex-
penses. 

Some cities are turning to
merging public services with
other communities. Are you in
favor of taking this action? If
so, what would you propose
to merge and with whom?
Zwolak: I have at numerous

council meetings urged the
city Council to explore sharing
and collaborating services
with other governmental enti-
ties not merging. 
Presently our city services

are mainly contracted out
therefore the city only needs to
enter into dialogue and agree-
ment with other communities.
We need to do this ourselves
before an emergency financial
manager does it for us.

Also, some cities are turn-
ing their police and fire de-
partments into one
department, often called a
Public Safety Department.
Under this plan, firefighters
and police officers cross-
train to be able to perform
both duties. Are you for or
against this plan? Please ex-
plain your position.
Zwolak: Presently the city of

Hamtramck has contracts
with the police and fire de-
partments. 
Whatever is established is

between the police and fire
and the city which is in the
best interests of the commu-
nity as well as members of
the police and fire depart-
ments. 

The young  policeman and
firemen presently working for
the city of Hamtramck should
consider the future of their ca-
reers and their pensions with
the city of Hamtramck. 
Any change in the police

and fire structure could be
possibly implemented with an
emergency financial manager.

How would you rate the job
of our city manager? Please
explain.
Zwolak: I have at council

meetings been critical of the
city managers performance
especially in keeping up with
the basic appearance of this
community.
I have not been encouraged

by the city managers lack of
reports and information that
has become difficult to ob-
tain, relative to the city af-
fairs. 
In recent months there has

been an improvement in
some of the reporting thank-
fully to the efforts of Council-
man Tom Jankowski and
Councilwoman Cathy Gordon. 
Previously when I was a City

Councilman I sought to have
improvements with our previ-
ous city manager.

Briefly, what are the
strengths and weaknesses of
Hamtramck?
Zwolak: Without a doubt the

strengths of this community
is with the people, the weak-
nesses are with those select
few who continue to take ad-
vantage of us in the system
by pushing us into bank-
ruptcy. 
The fact that this commu-

nity lost so few people in the

Continued on page 8

Candidates for council weigh in on local issues Continued from page 4

Robert Zwolak

)



last census and we have one
of the youngest median ages
in the State of Michigan
shows the city still has great
potential and resilience. 
We continue to see small

investments in this commu-
nity, not enough to offset the
bigger losses. We can do a
better job of promoting the
city of Hamtramck and en-
couraging people and busi-
nesses to become part of our
community. 

What do you stand for as a
candidate, and what do you
hope to accomplish while in
office?
Zwolak: Most important

thing to stand for is to repre-
sent all the people of this
community not just the ones
that elected you. 
Blood may be thicker than

water but of the candidates
running for city council do not
have a clue to the problems
of the city or have any solu-
tions, than we are still in trou-
ble. 
We have a good new city

charter that was adopted a
few years ago but has been
sabotaged by some of our for-
mer elected officials and it is
my challenge to make a new
city charter work for the bet-
terment of the Hamtramck
community.
We have learned the last

few years that there needs to
be some minor changes in

the city charter, again minor
changes. 
I will continue to promote

the city of Hamtramck and to
accomplish turning many va-
cant homes being restored to
occupancy. 
Another important task is to

communicate to the commu-
nity their responsibilities and
awareness of what is ex-
pected of them.

Is there anything else you
would like to add?
Zwolak: I have over the past

40 years had a great privilege
working in and for the com-
munity of Hamtramck. 
I have received a rich expe-

rience and knowledge of this
community and have it seen it
evolve these many years. 
I have made a commitment

to ask this community to
allow me to serve as their
councilman again. 
With all due respect to the

candidates that are running
for city Council in their sin-
cere concerns many do not
have a clue to the complexi-
ties and problems of this
community. 
I have the background and

experience as well as the
commitment to the entire
community. 
Those that have a strong

awareness of the problems of
this community are Council-
woman Kathy Gordon, the for-
mer city councilman Dr. Abdul

Algazali, Steve Shaya former
DPW Superintendent and cur-
rently contractor with the City
of Hamtramck, Susan Dunn

Rahdar city activist, and
Anam Miah a strong leader
within his many communities. 

Name: Roger Lamm
Education: I recently at-

tained an associate degree
from Macomb Community
College.   
I am currently dual enrolled

part time at MCC and Wayne
State University. I am working

towards a bachelor in me-
chanical engineering with a
renewable energy stamp.
Employment: I am currently

employed with the Michigan
Department of Corrections-
Oakland County Probation De-
partment and have been for
the past four years. 
From 2000-2005 I was

owner of Arcanus Press, the
publisher of a local maga-
zine/newsletter. I have two
years experience at RGIS
archiving and retrieving cus-
tomer files.
I also spent roughly 10

years working for the McDon-
ald’s Corporation where I held
the position of shift manager
before leaving for better op-
portunities.

Many cities are facing fi-
nancial hardship. Hamtramck
is also facing a financial
shortfall in the coming year
or two. What steps would you
take to keep the city’s budget
balanced?
Lamm: I would like to bring

back in force the traffic patrol
program. It is the only safety
program we have that has a
proven record of not only pay-

ing for itself, but also provid-
ing additional revenue for the
city.  
I would suggest and ap-

prove an amnesty program
similar to that of Detroit’s and
other cash strapped munici-
palities for people who have
found it difficult to pay back
taxes, due to fines and inter-
est.

Some cities are turning to
merging public services with
other communities. Are you in
favor of taking this action? If
so, what would you propose
to merge and with whom?
Lamm: I am adamantly

against merging police and
fire services with neighboring
municipalities. Although it
may save money on adminis-
trative costs, these savings
do not justify the loss of Ham-
tramck's well-known speedy
response times.

Also, some cities are turn-
ing their police and fire de-
partments into one
department, often called a
Public Safety Department.
Under this plan, firefighters
and police officers cross-

train to be able to perform
both duties. Are you for or
against this plan? Please ex-
plain your position.
Lamm: I am against cross

training our police and fire de-
partments at this point in
time, as it would put undue
stress on our already limited
budget.  
The IAFF did a study that

showed that the extra training
and equipment necessary for
cross training costs more in
the long run.  
Although it may provide a

more flexible public safety
base, it is not economically vi-
able until we can overcome
our current monetary short-
falls, at which time such an
idea may be reconsidered.

How would you rate the job
of our city manager? Please
explain.
Lamm: In my opinion, I be-

lieve the city manager is play-
ing a potentially dangerous
game between the city, the
state and the unions in an at-
tempt to force large conces-
sions from the police and fire
departments. 
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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      Hamtramck

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
•    
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2633 Casmere - $89,900
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
12080 Klinger - $17,000 NEW!
9472 McDougall - $38,000  SOLD!
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 
5546 Casmere - $9,900  
12134 Charest - $19,900
9632 Dequindre - $18,500NEW PRICE!

5128 Evaline - $25,000 
11703 Klinger - $34,900  SOLD!
12080 Lumpkin - $24,900 NEW PRICE! 
11625 McDougall - $34,900 SOLD!
1934 Norwalk - $39,900 SOLD!
1964 Norwalk - $28,500 NEW PRICE!
Land contract available 
2424 Pulaski - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren 
Mechanic Shop
Upcoming Foreclosure in Armada
Brick house on 10 acres - Available soon

Macomb Township:
17381 Beacham - Bank Owned, Brick
Ranch, Built 1995. $136,040 NEW
PRICE!
Pontiac:
*88 Home St. $4,750  NEW!
Roseville:
*16555 Curtis - $79,900  NEW PRICE!
Shelby Township:
*49011 White Mill - $199,900  SOLD!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $135,000 NEW PRICE!
Lake view!
Warren:
8268 Lozier - $19,900 - NEW PRICE!
*30010 Warner - $119,900 NEW!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - At-
tention Investors! 2 well-maintained
single-family homes on one lot.
Great income potential! Short-Sale
$19,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

3826 Carpenter, Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
Full Basement, 2 Car Block
Garage. $25,000 PRICE RE-
DUCED!

2675 Evaline-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Full Basement, All Furniture
& Appliances.$35,000

2693 Evaline-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, First-Floor Laundry, New
Furnace & Water Heater, All Appli-
ances, 2 Car Block Garage.
$32,900

2382 Commor-Hamtramck - 1
bedroom, Living Room, Dining
Room, Expansion Attic, First-Floor
Laundry $17,000

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom de-
signer touches throughout. 3 BR,
built-in appliances, basement,
garage. Must see to appreciate.
$56,000 - PRICE REDUCED!

2274-76 Florian, Hamtramck - In-
vestment Property! Clean, well-
maintained 4-unit home. One
block from St. Florian Church.
$49,900 PRICE REDUCED!

8091 Helen, Centerline - 2 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Kitchen, First-
Floor Laundry, Garage, Short-Sale
Subject to Bank Approval.
$15,000

12019 Fleming - Hamtramck - 4
Bedrooms, Living Room, Dining
Room, Finished Basement, 2-Car
Garage, $29,900

11373 Sobieski-Hamtramck - 4
bedroom 2 Family home w/ living
room & dining room in each unit.
$24,900

1964 NORWALK
Land contract available, $10,000
down, $500 monthly payment

$29,900
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I encourage young people to

      

Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm

artists:
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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Chrysler Fw
y

Carpenter

Caniff

Jos Cam
pau

FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695

Special
Biryani!

Full 
Lunch
Buffet
$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Special
Biryani!

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$795
www.zamzamrestauran

t.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS 
A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

Mon-Fri
11:30-3:00

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

Candidates for council weigh in on local issues Continued from page 7

Continued on page 10
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9721 Dequindre, 1 Br., living
room, kitchen, bathroom, sepa-
rate entrance, utilities not in-
cluded, no pets, $325/month
+ security deposit (313) 729-
7760. 7/15

Hamtramck, beautifully remod-
eled 2 Br. apartment, central
heating and cooling, $550/
month + security deposit, Sec-
tion 8 OK, will check credit,
313-590-1000. 7/29

Hamtramck, 9479 McDougall,
between Evaline + Holbrook,
upper and lower, 2 Br., living
room, bathroom, kitchen. Also,
Hamtramck, 2934 Evaline, 2
Br. upper, living room, bath-
room, kitchen, immediate occu-
pancy, reasonable rent,
313-871-0724. 7/15

Hamtramck, 2 Br., 5 rooms,
upper, Trowbridge St. near Jos.
Campau, no pets, working peo-
ple preferred, 586-864-4539.
7/15

Upstairs apartment for single
person in nice neighborhood,
includes appliances, $350/
month + deposit, 313-882-
2188. 7/29

2265 Bernard, quiet street, 2
Br. lower, $550/month + de-
posit, also 3 Br. upper, $600 +
deposit, no pets, Section 8 OK,
nice, 248-379-2146. 7/15

2 Br. lower flat, $575/month +
$575 security deposit, utilities
not included, adults only pore-
ferred, non-smokers, no pets,
must show proof of income
and references, 313-874-
1442. 7/29

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper, car-
peted, clean, appliances, full
basement, washer-dryer, nice
attic for storage, in clean and
nice area, 11366 Gallagher,
$480/month + $480 security
deposit, 586-604-0029. 7/29

1 Br., gas and electric included,
no pets, 313-632-5566. 7/29

Hamtramck, 9735 Jos. Cam-
pau corner of  Evaline. If you
are looking for a move-in ready
2 Br. beautifully furnished
apartment in the heart of town,
check out apartment 5. It has
all the bells and whistles in a
well-maintained, clean, quiet
building, $795/month includes
all utilities, no pets, 248-931-
9731 for appt. 7/22

Hamtramck, Conant - Yemans
area, 2 Br. upper, living room,
dining room, $400/month + se-
curity, must have good credit, no
pets, 586-945-0317. 7/15

Hamtramck-Detroit, 1-2 BR
Apt., newly remodeled, super
clean, nice area, no pets. (586)
634-2502.

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper, stove-
fridge, newly remodeled, on
Holbrook between Gallagher
and Jos. Campau, for appoint-
ment, call 586-604-0553. 8/5

Hamtramck studio apartments,
good location, immediate occu-
pancy, 248-229-4295, 248-
229-4297. 7/8

Lower flat, 2 Br. Hamtramck,
dining room, kitchen, appli-
ances included, security de-
posit, nice area, call
313-712-8347. 7/8

Studio, 2 - 3 br. For rent, central
air, dryer-washer, dishwasher,
Hamtramck + Warren, call
Mario, 313-420-7451.

Hamtramck, mature person
wanted, all house privileges, in-
cludes cable, Internet. Laundry,
313-365-5028. 7/15

4505 Sobieski, Hamtramck, 3
Br., single family, available im-
mediately, $650/month + se-
curity, Section 8 friendly, will
consider land contract, other
metro area homes available.
City Place Properties, 313-824-
7900.

Hamtramck, single-family
house, 4 Br. , Andrus St., near
Jos. Campau and Holbrook
School, 313-972-5395. 7/8

Detroit-Hamtramck border, 3
Br., 12601 Gallagher, no pets,
Section 8 welcome, 313-892-
8963. 7/8

Hamtramck, 3 Br., stove +
dryer only, no pets, non-smok-
ers preferred, Section 8 al-
lowed, $575/month, first
month and full security de-
posit, 313-365-7283. 7/8

“As is,” 12030 Nagel, Ham-
tramck, $9,000 cash buyers
only, 3 Br. bungalow with full
basement, clean, needs up-
dates, no bugs, move-in condi-
tion, immediate occupancy.
Must sell! (586) 344-8896. 7/8

Attention Investors/Home Buy-
ers: 12038 Nagel, Hamtramck
$12,000 Cash buyers only. 3
bedroom bungalow w/large din-
ing room, could use some up-
dates, no bugs, immediate
occupancy, move-in condition.
Must sell! (586) 344-8896.
7/29

service directory

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS

FOR RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC

Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

ROOM 

FOR RENT

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

SIDING

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds
11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

BY OWNER

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement + full
attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

HamtramckRentals.com
1 Br. upper, everything
included: gas, electric,
water, air, washer-dryer,
$525/month. Call Julie

313-570-4242

APARTMENTS & FLATS

FOR RENT

LEGAL SERVICES

Attorney 

Criminal and Civil Law

(313) 368-9469
Email: 

kellymarshcasper@att.net

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to
the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We re-
serve the right to classify, revise
or reject any classified advertise-
ment.

— ATTORNEY —

Injured then fired? Slip and fall? 
Insurance company not paying you?
Traffic ticket? Someone owe you?

— FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHTS —

Free Confidential Phone Call

(248) 515-9807 (24 Hour)

jmk5677@gmail.com

BUILDERS AND REMODELING

Father and Sons, Honest and Dependable.
Small or Large Jobs. 

Painting • Plaster Repair • Carpentry • Electric • Plumbing 
Landscaping • Moving/Hauling • Power Washing

— FOR FREE ESTIMATE —
Call Chris 313.408.1166

We also
speak
Polish!

Licensed
Insured

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken
sewers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 
Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  
State License #8106883

586-775-2441

PLUMBING
Serving our community for over 

100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

Classifieds

Your Ad
Here!
(313) 

874-2100

Deadline for 
classifieds

for next
week is

Thursday
at Noon

$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

Call  (313) 874-2100
to place your ad

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

APARTMENTS & FLATS

FOR RENT

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

Call 
313-874-2100

to Place Your Ad
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FOR
RENT

Lower studio flat, ideal for 
student or artist:

2 bedrooms, includes 
new appliances, oak flooring
throughout, $550/mo., 1-1/2

month sec. dep.

— Call Johnny—
248-866-1110



By Charles Sercombe
If Hamtramck voters are

any indication of what voters
in the state are thinking, Gov.
Rick Snyder may be out of a
job in the coming months.
On a recent Saturday, a pe-

tition drive against Snyder
was held in the Hamtramck
Town Center strip mall, and
there was no shortage of peo-
ple willing to sign it.
Christina Allen of Detroit

stepped up to sign a petition,
sayings she’s upset that Sny-
der is cutting social programs
and financial aid.
“He’s not doing anything to

help the people,” she said.
“He’s taking away things peo-
ple need.”
One of the local organizers

of the recall drive, Chris Corn-
well, said he was pleasantly
surprised that many of the
people signing the petition
were well informed about Sny-
der’s budget proposal, espe-
cially something as obscure
as cuts in state revenue fund-
ing to cities.
“One guy called it black-

mail, that you can’t blackmail
a city,” Cornwell said.
An elderly woman told Corn-

well that she’s upset that her
pension will be taxed.
Other voters are upset over

the new emergency financial
manager law that allows
EFM’s to rip up union con-
tracts, which critics say is a
blatant union-busting move.
Over at Glory Market, two

off-duty Hamtramck police of-

ficers said that in within an
hour they had collected about
100 signatures.
“We’re going to do this

again,” said officer Brian
Misiak.
State organizers of the re-

call drive, Michigan Citizens
United, aren’t saying how
many signatures have been
collected so far because of
security concerns and the
fact that there are so many

petitions being circulated it’s
impossible to get an accurate
count.
Petitions must be turned in

by Aug. 5.
Although about 800,000

valid signatures of voters are

needed to force a recall elec-
tion, political observers say
more than 1.1 million signa-
tures will have to be collected
to make sure there are
enough valid ones.

I think the city manager
should consider the repercus-
sions of his decisions and ac-
tions more thoroughly before
making final decisions.

Briefly, what are the
strengths and weaknesses of
Hamtramck?
Lamm: Strengths: Growing

population, lower crime rate
compared to surrounding
areas, affordable housing,
cultural diversity, small town
feel with large city amenities.
Independent fire and police
allowing fast response times

and thorough city patrols.
Weaknesses:  Influx of

crime from Detroit and High-
land Park, failure by city con-
tractors to fulfill sanitary
obligations, code enforce-
ment shortfalls, lack of syn-
ergy between citizens and
government, too many finan-
cial obligations from previous
and current administrations’
mistakes.

What do you stand for as a
candidate, and what do you
hope to accomplish while in
office?
Lamm: Protect public safety

programs, promote citizen in-
volvement, continue to re-
search and implement
budgeting cuts and reorgan-
ize spending.

Is there anything else you
would like to add?
Lamm: In addition to the

aforementioned proposals and
solutions, I will continue to ag-
gressively work on bringing ad-
ditional monies into the city. 
This will be accomplished

by; tapping into the local
workforce, implementing busi-
ness support programs, de-
creasing blight through
repopulation of neighbor-
hoods and increasing walka-
bility. 
To that end, I look forward

to implementing the best ob-
jectives from the Hamtramck
Master Plan in a timely and fi-
nancially beneficial manner.
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313-368-1234
12197 Conant • Corner of Conant & Carpenter HAMTRAMCK

1 lb. GRILLED
CHICKEN BREAST

Includes Fries!

$499

1 lb. Rib Tips ............................................$4.99
— PICKUP SPECIALS —

XL Square Pizza..........................................$9.99
15 Slice Pizza with 2 Items

Large Deep Dish Pizza w/1 item ....................$6.99
Large Round Pizza w/1 item ..........................$4.99

OPEN FOR LUNCH • OPEN LATE • WE DELIVER

SPECIAL ALL DAY!

Only

Small Med Large
MEAT LOVERS PIZZA: 
Pepperoni, Sausage, Bacon, Ground Beef
Round $5.00 $7.00 $9.00
Thin Crust $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Square Deep Dish $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
BBQ PIZZA: 
Chicken, Bacon, Onions, and House BBQ Sauce
Round $5.00 $7.00 $9.00
Thin Crust $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Square Deep Dish $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
PHILLY STEAK PIZZA: 
Philly Steak, Green Peppers, Onions
Round $8.00 $10.00 $12.00
Thin Crust $8.00 $10.00 $12.00
Square Deep Dish $8.00 $10.00 $12.00
NAGA PIZZA: 
Chicken, Red Onions, Cilantro, Made with Naga Sauce
Round $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Thin Crust $6.00 $8.00 $10.00
Square Deep Dish $6.00 $8.00 $10.00SP

EC
IA

LT
Y 

PI
ZZ

ASLarge
Square
Deep Dish

Cheese
Carryout Only

$500

11608 Conant • Detroit

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

WE DELIVER!

11608 Conant • Detroit

(313) 366.0980
Sun-Thurs 12pm-11pm
Fri - Sat 12pm-12am

WE DELIVER!

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20 
Purchase

$799

Community. Integrity. Service.

And Trust.

Headquarters:  2301 West Big Beaver Road  |  Suite 525  |  Troy, MI 48084  |  MI  800.462.2786  |  WI  800.456.1500  |  www.talmerbank.com                                          
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Lost 6-29-11 
Moran/Casmere Area
Tan, Female, Puggle, 

4 Years Old
§ Beloved Family Pet §
No Questions Asked!
(313) 891-3279

Candidates for council
weigh in on local issues
Continued from page 8

$500

Recall drive against Snyder
finds plenty of takers 

Chris Cornwell is leading a recall petition drive in Hamtramck
against Gov. Rick Snyder. So far, there has been no shortage
of voters willing to sign the petition.


