
• Tightness in your chest
• Shortness of breath
• Heaviness or pain in your legs

• High blood pressure
• Dizziness
• Smoking
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Early diagnosis can prevent heart attacks and strokes!
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Vinyl records.
How many of you remem-

ber what they are? Well,
here’s some news for you:
they never went away. In
fact, record albums are
making a comeback of
sorts.
This Saturday (April 16)

we can celebrate that
comeback because it’s in-
ternational Record Store
Day.  Here in Hamtramck
we are lucky to have two
great record stores: Record
Graveyard on Caniff and De-
troit Threads on Jos. Cam-
pau.
At Record Graveyard,

owner Jeff Garbus will be
spinning discs on Ham-
tramck’s very own 1610
AM radio.
At Detroit Threads (owner

Mikel Smith is pictured
above), all sorts of guest
DJ’s will be on hand all day
and evening long.
Check it out.

Who said this, and what
is it about? You can
find the quote and the
story it belongs to
somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“Then they’ll say, 
hey you don’t need 

a loan.”

Quote of the
week …
Quote of the
week …

2942 Evaline
Hamtramck

313-872-9016

Featuring DANNY D, Jotown, Ciocia Pat
and other mentors, icons, and surprise celebrities.

“In the Studio
and on 

the Road” - 
Las Vegas 

to LA!

Hamtramck
schools get
a big boost 
By Charles Sercombe
It’s no secret that the grad-

uation rate for Hamtramck
Public Schools is not great.
Officially, it’s 62 percent.
But that's about to change

for the better, and in very dra-
matic terms.
Hamtramck High School is

one of seven schools that will
receive special help from the
United Way for Southeastern
Michigan.

The program will focus on
increasing the graduation
rate. The program is being
funded by a $27.1 million
grant from the General Mo-
tors Foundation. Officials
from GM and United Way met
at a major press conference
last Thursday in Hamtramck
High School to announce the
grant.
The program also includes

setting up a small learning
academy and an early child-
hood center to augment the
district’s normal education
services.
“Our community is facing

many challenges but one of
the most important  is ensur-
ing that our young people
enter kindergarten ready to
learn and at the very least
they obtain a high school de-
gree,” said Michael Brennan,
President and CEO of United
Way. “We are now in a much
better position to meet this
challenge thanks to the un-

By Charles Sercombe
When you tell someone to

“go take a hike,” well, that’s
generally not considered a
good thing.
But on Saturday morning, if

you said that to the 200 or so
Hamtramck students gath-
ered at the High School Com-
munity Center, they’d most
likely reply: OK! Let’s go!
And with their yellow T-shirts

on, they did just that. It was
part of the public school dis-
trict’s “Hamtramck Health
Hike.” And the event wasn’t just
about getting some exercise.
During the three-mile walk

around town, the kids also
learned some important anti-
drug messages and factoids.
After the hike, they also learned
about healthy eating tips, and
then they watched a live healthy
cooking demonstration.
For inspiration, School

Boardmember Titus Walters
talked to the kids before they
left for the walk. Just about a
year ago Walters weighed a
very unhealthy – and possibly
life-threatening – 500 pounds. 
He decided to buckle down –

literally – and followed some
basic common-sense dieting,
and now weighs in at a little
over 300 pounds. Yes, he still
has a way – or weigh? – to go.
Walters isn’t alone. There

are some alarming statistics
about the growing number of
obese children. Kids today
are much more sedentary be-
cause they spend so much
time sitting and watching tel-
evision, playing video games,
or have their eyes glued to a
computer screen.
Adults aren’t much better.
And that’s why the district

has made healthy eating and
healthy habits a top priority.

Continued on page 2

By Alan R. Madeleine
A man, a plan, a Caniff…

Hamtramck?
Not exactly a perfect palin-

drome for Hamtramck’s
newly drafted Master Plan,
but if it’s as perfect a plan as
it looks like it could be, Ham-
tramck may benefit for as
long as, well, Panama has
from its famous ditch.
The city’s Master Plan

weighs in at a whopping 237
– pages, that is. It is a beau-
tifully composed document
printed in multiple colors,

with photos, blueprint-style
sketches, and charts galore.
Almost a work of art, really.
That’s what 100 Gs will get

you. Now, before you start
squawking about city money
washing away down the
drain, understand that every
dime of this project was paid
for with grants.
Jason Friedmann, Director

of Community & Economic
Development and the city’s
point man on the Master
Plan project, explains: “In
2008, the state passed leg-

islation called the Planning
Enabling Act. It basically
says that all of Michigan’s
cities have to update their
master plans every 5 years.” 
This act essentially con-

densed Michigan’s previous
three separate planning acts
for municipalities, townships
and counties into one. It is
virtually essential to grant
writing nowadays, both from
the state and private founda-
tions, to have this planning
in place. Logical, as the peo-
ple in charge of giving away

money want to know that a
city has a concrete strategy
for best utilizing these
grants.
Hamtramck is one of eight

cities in Michigan desig-
nated as a City of Promise, a
program created by former
Gov. Granholm meant to fun-
nel grant monies to this se-
lect group to improve safety
and personal security, en-
hance school productivity, re-
duce unemployment,
improve citizens’ health, and
promote cultural opportuni-

City’s long-awaited master plan ready for review

Students load up on health and physical fitness 

Hamtramck Public School students held a “Health Hike” on
Saturday to spread the message about healthy living.

A major press conference was
held last Thursday at Ham-
tramck High School to an-
nounce a mentor program to
increase the high school’s grad-
uation rate.



ties. Other recipients include
Detroit and Highland Park,
Pontiac, Flint, Saginaw, Ben-
ton Harbor and Muskegon
Heights.
Of the $104,000 needed

for this Master Plan,
$90,000 was covered by the
state through this program.
The $14,000 balance was
funded through a joint Fed-
eral and Wayne County
CDBG, or Community Devel-
opment Block Grant.
Still, why so expensive?

Friedmann says it’s because
they were fortunate enough
to be able to hire one of the
best firms in the country to
oversee the Master Plan’s
planning.
“After an extensive search,

we went with a company
called Interface Studio out of
Philadelphia. They came in
twice, and already had a bet-
ter feel for the area than
some of the companies we
looked into that were more
local,” Friedmann said.
Staffed by grads of Har-

vard and Penn, the company
had also drawn up similar
plans for like areas such as
Chicago’s Wicker Park and
sections of Brooklyn, places
where there were higher con-
centrations of close-set com-
mercial buildings with older
infrastructure and cultural di-
versity, and still a fair
amount of foot traffic.
“Local firms kept wanting

to compare us to Ferndale or

even Plymouth, but we found
that Interface understood
that we were really more like
these other urban areas,”
Friedmann said. He added
that Interface Studios
seemed to have the broader
vision.
Interface did not have to

go it alone in a strange land.
They partnered with “local
economic whizzes” (as Inter-
face’s website called them)
Anderson Economic Group
out of Lansing (who concen-
trated on the regional con-
text, particularly having to do
with attracting businesses),
and “transportation gurus”
Sam Schwartz Engineering,
who focused on street lay-
outs, parking issues and the
like.
Some of the plan’s high-

lights include ways to do a
better job of marketing the
city’s various strengths, and
short-term inexpensive fixes
that can be implemented
quickly.
Regarding marketing,

Friedmann mentions that the
“food culture” of the town
was one thing to be high-
lighted. Not just the popular
Polish restaurants, he said,
but also the wide variety of
ethnic grocery stores and
the burgeoning number of
Bengali eateries should be
promoted, including to
nearby areas such as mid-
town Detroit, notoriously
lacking in food-shopping op-
tions. Likewise, the mere
fact that Hamtramck is so
centrally situated within the
Greater Detroit region was a
plus that could, it was
thought, be played up.
Restriping streets (to sug-

gest medians) was given as

an example of a cheap way
to improve traffic flow. “We
may also paint ‘Welcome to
Hamtramck’ on sections of
the pavement as you enter
the city,” Friedmann sug-
gested, demonstrating the
innovative thinking the plan
has promoted.
Interface Studio’s impres-

sive website touts their be-
lief in “incremental steps to
sustain momentum from the
planning process and build
confidence that positive
change is coming.” 
Refreshingly answering his

Philadelphia office phone
himself, Scott Page, one of
the principal planners in-
volved on the project, knew
what he was talking about
when asked to comment on
Hamtramck’s uniqueness.
“Remarkable. For two

square miles, such a diverse
mix of bars, restaurants, cul-
tures. Our challenge was to
involve all the groups. We
tried to do this by way of a
number of open public fo-
rums, one-on-one interviews
with citizens and business
owners and the like.”
Even students were invited

to chime in, with one forum
for them held at the high
school and another at City
Hall. A large-scale map was
put up at City Hall, for resi-
dents to pinpoint exact
areas needing changes
made, and a companion
model was made available
by computer, for those more
technologically-inclined. The
thinking was not to just say,
for example, that the city has
an issue with litter, but to
specify where that problem
is the worst.
The city’s notorious cul-

tural diversity posed another
significant challenge to the
team.
“When you have so much

diversity,” Page continued,
“there can tend to be, not
conflict, but rather a sense of
opinions being harder to coor-
dinate.  Some of the City
Councilmembers helped, for
example, to involve the Ben-
gali business owners” from
the city’s east end.
Page feels the timing is

“enormously important” for
this plan to be put in place
now, even as his firm also
works on one for Detroit as
well. Asked about working
with Friedmann, he was effu-
sive in his praise.
“Jason was great to work

with. Clearly, he cares about
your city. He has lots of hats
to wear, and he manages to
do so very effectively, in my
opinion,” Page responded.
For Jason Friedmann, there

is more work ahead. In a
couple of weeks, the city will
distribute copies of the plan
to a number of interested
parties in the area, including
officials in Detroit and High-
land Park, as well as Wayne
County, SEMCOG (the South-
east Michigan Council of
Governments), MDOT, the
utility companies, and even
the local railways.
The purpose of this exer-

cise is to ensure that “neigh-
boring communities are on
the same page” with where
they’re trying to ultimately
“get to.” 
The county will assemble

the received commentary
from the disparate sources
over the next 90 days, the
Planning Commission will

This week at the library...
ESL Class for Beginners - Saturday, April 16

at 10:30 a.m. Christine Templin is the instruc-
tor for the ESL class for beginners. Everyone is
invited. Free to the public.
Storytime for Children - Saturday, April 16 at

noon. All children are invited to library story-
time. It is never too early to start a garden. We
will be decorating Easter eggs during the arts
and crafts session after reading a book "Roly-
Poly" by Kal Stileman.
Computer Classes for Advanced Users - Mon-

day, April 18 at 11 a.m. Adults with basic com-
puter skills can enhance their computer literacy
each Monday at the library. Number of partici-
pants is limited to available computers. 
Computer Classes for Beginners – Tuesday,

April 19 at 11 a.m. Basic instructions on com-
puter use for beginners will be held on Tues-
days. Number of participants is limited to
available computers.
Reading and Conversation for ESL Students

- Tuesday, April 19 at 5:30 p.m. Jide Aje is the
instructor for the reading and conversation ESL
classes.
Math Club Meeting - Tuesday, April 19 at 4

p.m. Mr. Nuo is the instructor for the math club
and math tutoring.
Movie Wednesday - Wednesday, April 20 at

3:30 p.m. Every Wednesday is movie day at the
library. Come and enjoy our feature presenta-
tion, which includes free popcorn and snacks.
Jeopardy at the Library - Thursday, April 21 at

4 p.m. Sign up and participate in Jeopardy

games held on Thursdays at the library. Com-
pete against friends, win prizes and have fun
developing your knowledge skills. 
Meeting of the Library Board - Thursday, May

12 at 6 p.m. Regular meeting of the Library
Board will be held in the auditorium. Open to
the public.
Open Mic Poetry Reading - Wednesday, April

20 at 4 p.m. In celebration of the National Po-
etry Month, the Hamtramck Library will hold
Open Mic Poetry Readings with cooperation of
our local poet Vievee Francis. Everyone who
wishes to participate, or just listen, is invited.
MSHDA Workshop - Wednesday, April 20 at

7:00 p.m. A review will be held of recently com-
pleted Master Plan for the City of Hamtramck
with site plan and site visioning.
Friends of the Library Meeting - Thursday,

April 21 at 6:30 p.m. FHPL President Kathy
Kristy and Treasurer George Gorday, invite all
members and volunteers to participate in the
regular monthly meeting and election meeting
of the FHPL.
Movie Screening "A Letter from Poland" -

Thursday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. A documentary
film by Mariusz Pilis presents the progress of
the investigation of the airplane catastrophe in
which the Polish president along with 98 mem-
bers of the Polish government lost their lives
on the final approach to the Smolensk airport
in Russia.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 
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For more information call: (313)887-7500
or visit: www.frontier-academy.net

Frontier International Academy     
2619 Florian St.    Hamtramck, MI 48212    (313)887.7500

 www.frontier-academy.net

Honesty.

Respect.

Responsibility.

Integrity.

Continued on page 4

BRIDGE ACADEMY-WEST
3105 Carpenter Rd • Detroit, MI 48212

(313) 462-6100 • www.bridge-academy.org

A Michigan Public Charter School open to all Michigan
students for a free public education is holding OPEN EN-
ROLLMENT for 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR Bridge Acad-
emy-West is tuition-free.

Open Enrollment dates:
4/26/11 – 5/24/11

Enrollment will be taken at Bridge Academy-East
9600 Buffalo St, Hamtramck on the following schedule: 

Monday thru Friday:
8:00 am – 3:30 pm

Two Wednesday evenings
4/27/11 and 5/4/11:
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

One Saturday-5/7/11:
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Should we receive more applications than we have room
for, a random selection drawing will be held in the pres-
ence of a third-party official on May 26, 2011, at 5:00
pm in the gymnasium of Bridge Academy-East. Bridge
Academy is a public school academy and does not dis-
criminate on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability,
measures of achievement or aptitude, handicapped sta-
tus, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin. For
questions, please call the school at the above number.
Bridge Academy welcomes visits from interested appli-
cants.

precedented support from
the General Motors Founda-
tion.”
Hamtramck School Super-

intendent Tom Niczay said
the program budget for the
district is $50,000, although
no money will be directly fun-
neled into the district.
Niczay praised the pro-

gram, saying it will give stu-

dents an extra edge in an
ever-increasing competitive
job market.
“I’m excited for the kids,”

Niczay said.
Niczay added that the pro-

gram will likely be up and run-
ning by next fall, or at least by
next January. Details of the
program have yet to be
worked out.

Hamtramck schools get
a big boost Continued from front page 

City’s long-awaited master plan ready for review Cont. from front page
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11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710
11303 Jos Campau
313-414-3710

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-5pm

New and Used Items:
• Furniture • Books 
• Records• Household Items 
• And lots more...

Two of these framed Ernie Harwell
keepsakes for sale!

Easter
Flowers
NOW 
ON
SALE! Two of these framed Ernie Harwell

keepsakes for sale!

Wesolego Alleluja!

HOLY CROSS
Polish National Catholic Church
Our 89th Anniversary 1922-2011

Very Reverend Jaroslaw A. Nowak
2311 Pulaski – Hamtramck, Michigan
Rectory: (313) 365-5191 • www.holycrosspncc.com

Wednesday, April 20th
7 p.m. ~ The Way of the Cross 

Maundy Thursday, April 21st
6:00 p.m. ~ Private Confession 

for youth.
6:45 p.m. ~ Adult General Confession
7:00 p.m. ~ Holy Mass and Holy

Thursday Liturgy

Good Friday, April 22nd
9 a.m. ~ Liturgy of the Passion 

of our Lord.
12 – 3 p.m. ~ Adoration of the Cross

and Scripture Reading 
at half-hour intervals.

7 p.m. ~ Sorrowful Lamentations – 
3 parts

Holy Saturday, April 23rd
9:30 a.m. ~ Holy Saturday Liturgy
Blessing of Food Baskets at 

11:00 a.m.; 1 p.m.; 2 p.m.; 3 p.m.

Sunday, April 24th
Resurrection of Our Lord

7 a.m. ~ Procession and Holy Mass.
Intention: For all Parishioners.

9:30 a.m. ~ Holy Mass.
Intention: In Memory of Fr. Edward 

& Frances Sobolewski.

~ Easter Mass Schedule~

By Charles Sercombe
Fire investigators are still

searching for an answer to a
major gas explosion at a Jos.
Campau business two weeks
ago.
Fire Chief Steve Paruk said

the fire marshal and insur-
ance investigators are still
looking for clues at the
scene. One building was
nearly destroyed in the gas
blast, which occurred at
11431 Jos. Campau at 2
a.m. on April 1.
Amazingly, no one was in-

jured even though there was
a tenant in the rear apart-
ment of the building that was
ripped apart. Four other busi-
nesses were damaged.
The blast was of such a

great force that the front win-
dow was blown across Jos.

Campau, deep into the for-
mer Clock restaurant parking
lot.
Paruk said one thing has

definitely been ruled out: no
one had illegally hooked up a
gas connection.
Paruk said he is confident

that a cause will be found
sooner or later.
In the meantime, the explo-

sion frayed the nerves of
some residents. On the Inter-
net social media network
Facebook, a number of Ham-
tramck residents wondered if
the city’s old infrastructure is
to blame and whether any
house could possibly blow up
at any time.
Paruk said there is nothing

to worry about. He said this
incident is an isolated one
that will be explained.

Gas explosion cause is still a mystery

Hamtramck Housing 
Commission

Alternative Education Classes for 
Students 16-19 Years of Age

Monday-Thursday
12:30pm-3:00pm 
~ Limited Seating ~

Housing 
Commission 
Residents & 

Qualified Residents
(Adults 20+ who meet the State of
Michigan criteria for high school 

completion classes may also apply)

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck is still waiting.
For the check.
You know, the $3.2 million

check from Detroit that’s
part of a settlement agree-
ment over how much taxes
Hamtramck and Detroit
share from GM’s Poletown
plant.
The agreement was made

about a month ago, and
time is running out for Ham-
tramck to avoid a payless
payday for city employees.

Hamtramck officials were
hoping a check would arrive
within days after the agree-
ment in order to meet em-
ployee payrolls.
But as the weeks ticked

by, city officials were forced
to borrow $600,000 from its
road repair fund.
City Manager Bill Cooper

said that he has enough
money to cover this week’s
payroll but there won’t be
money for the April 27th pay-
roll.

Cooper said he’s put in
calls to Detroit officials.
“We’re waiting to hear

back,” Cooper said.
Cooper added that he

thinks Detroit officials are
“tying up some loose ends”
on the agreement.
In the meantime, the city

has also applied for an
emergency state loan worth
$2.5 million to avoid further
financial crisis. Cooper said
he’s not heard back from
state officials about that,

but he suspects the state is
waiting to see if Detroit pays
up.
“Then they’ll say, hey you

don’t need a loan,” Cooper
said.
If the city does miss a pay-

day and fails to meet the
payment within seven days
after it’s owed, the governor
could appoint an emergency
financial manager to take
control of the city.
A financial manager now

has far-reaching powers that
include allowing him or her
to rip up union contracts.

Sign-Up now for  
T-ball and Coach Pitch Baseball! 

 

The Baseball tradition starts young in Hamtramck! 
 

Sign up at the Community Center located at 11350 Charest 
Or call 313-893-5520 x3 for more info. 

 
All practices will be held at 
Pulaski Park and begin in 
May.  Games will be at 
Pulaski Park or away through 
Think Detroit/PAL. 
Transportation to away games 
provided for parents and 
kids!! 
 
 

Coach Renee Pohalski is back along with other fantastic staff and ready to 

help your child reach their full T-ball or Coach Pitch potential! 

 
Fee:  $10 Resident 
       $20 Non-resident 
 
All participants will receive a 
shirt, pants and hat.  Gloves may 
be available to those children in 
need.  (Supplies are limited)  T-
ball and coach pitch will play 
separately.  Coach will contact 

you with days and times of 

practice, practice begins in May.  

 

Your millage dollars at work! 

It’s a waiting game for the city 

Gardener’s    
Corner …

By Kathleen Wojcinski
It’s time to start spring

planning.
As soon as the soil can be

worked, sew your seeds for
greens such as Asian and
salad lettuces, spinach,
turnip greens. These prefer
the cooler temps of spring.
Root vegetables, garlic and

chives etc, do well now.
You might have to cover

plants if there’s a frost warn-
ing. Where greenery peeks
from under last year’s de-
bris, trim back the old to the
new, fresh growth. Remove
old seed heads, stems,
dead branches. Trim trees
and shrubs.

Stock up on yard waste
bags, as curbside pickups
are on Mondays. Start se-
lecting pots for patio or
porch plants.
If planting flowers in them,

you’ll have to gradually intro-
duce them to the outside in
slow stages to harden them
off later in May.

Easter
Flowers
NOW 
ON
SALE!

Fire investigators are still trying to figure out why a gas ex-
plosion happened at a Jos. Campau business.



By Charles Sercombe
The City Council met on April

12, and all but Councilmember
Kazi Miah were in attendance.
The meeting ran for two hours,
followed by a closed session.
Following up from the last

council meeting, a lengthy dis-
cussion from the public and
council ensued over whether to
authorize a payment of $5,500
to The Review for the front cover
of a soon-to-be-published city
telephone directory.
The front cover will promote

the soon-to-be opened Historical
Museum.
Well, let’s start with the pre-

dictable. Former city official
Robert Zwolak (last count he was
at one time city clerk, coun-
cilmember and charter commis-
sion member.)
Zwolak once again spoke

against the purchase, saying the
city has other spending priorities
and that promoting the museum

is “premature.” (Editor’s note: The
directory is coming out in May,
and the museum is opening in
June.)
In a related note, sort of,

Zwolak said the city needs to
publish and distribute a commu-
nity newsletter because outside
of two online blogs, there is no
local media outlet.
(Editor’s note: Oh, Bob, you

don’t mean to say The Review
doesn’t count, do you? We feel so
totally publically humiliated and
flogged.)
Marianne Burrows also spoke

against advertising in The Re-
view’s phone directory, saying the
city should instead tap into on-
line social media outlets, like
Facebook.
She also said that the city’s

money would only go “into this
man’s pockets,” referring to Re-
view Publisher John Ulaj, who
was sitting in the front row.
John Ulaj spoke next, and not

surprisingly, urged the council to
vote in favor of advertising in the
directory. He pointed out that it’s
not just the cover the city is get-
ting, but eight pages worth of ar-
ticles about the museum and the
Historical Commission’s work.
So, onward to the first topic of

business and it was the vote on
whether to OK the advertising
deal.
Councilmember Cathie Gor-

don, who asked for the proposal
to be tabled from the last meet-
ing in order to seek alternative
funding, said it’s time for the mu-
seum to “stand on its own two
feet.”
She said the Historical Com-

mission and DDA should kick in
money for the deal.
“We’re in a financial crisis,”

she said. 
Gordon also added that the

city can’t afford to support “spe-
cial interest groups.”
Councilmember Tom

Jankowski said he did some
deep thinking about the matter,
and said he had to separate the
newspaper, which he pointed out
expresses an opinion, from the
bigger picture at hand.
He said he would support the

deal.
Councilmember Catrina Stack-

poole said it’s the city’s business
to promote businesses. (Editor’s
note: the directory includes a list-
ing of businesses in the city.)
Stackpoole suggested, how-

ever, that the council “chop” the
purchase in half with the Histori-
cal Commission. That prompted
Councilmember Jankowski to
motion that the city authorize
$3,000 to be spent on the adver-
tisement.
In an aside, Councilmember

Mohammed Hassan offered to
write a check in support of the
book and so did Stackpoole.
In the vote to authorize the pur-

chase, only Councilmembers
Gordon and Hassan objected.
In a review of city expenses,

Councilmember Gordon ques-
tioned why the city was being
billed $840 from City Attorney
James Allen. She was told it had
to do with a review of a contract
to have a heating system in-
stalled in the Historical Museum. 
That prompted Gordon to

question why the city is footing
the bill for the museum. City
Manager Bill Cooper said it’s be-
cause the city, technically, owns
the building and is thus respon-
sible for it.
In another legal bill, Gordon

questioned why Allen has appar-
ently stopped taking a 10 per-
cent cut in pay. Allen said he was
able to take the cut for 120 days,
but he could no longer sustain it.
Gordon also questioned the

legal fee for a report Allen pre-
pared regarding a breakdown of

costs for the city to defend Coun-
cilmember Shahab Ahmed in an
incident that occurred during the
last election.
(Irony alert!)
Allen explained that the infor-

mation was what Gordon re-
quested even though that same
information had been provided
previously. Long story made
short, the information on how
much it cost the city to defend
Ahmed cost the city an additional
$120.
Later in public comment,

Robert Zwolak (a former charter
commission member), noted
that according to the charter, no
single councilmember can make
requests that will ultimately cost
the city money.
He said the council must

speak through resolutions, not by
individual councilmembers.
For the third year in a row, the

Bangladeshi community was
given permission to close off part
of Conant to hold a festival. This
year, the festival grounds have
been moved a few blocks north,
between Commor and Harold, in
order to accommodate the Mass
schedule at Our Lady Queen of
Apostles.
The festival will be held June

24-26.
The council approved a series

of contracts for tree removal, lot
clean-ups, street sweeping, build-
ing board-ups and sewer mainte-
nance.
However, it should be noted

the budget for much of the work
is limited, and City Manager Bill
Cooper told The Review the city
may have to cancel basic main-
tenance because of a possible
budget shortfall later in the year.
In a closing note, or as Coun-

cilmember Jankowski put it,
“food for thought,” he suggested
the council invite the public to
meet one hour before council
meetings to ask questions and
make comments.

4 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100 Friday, April 15, 2011

(313) 365-9494
11941 Jos. Campau St.

15% OFF
Lunch & Dinner*
*Dine-in only! Hours: 11am-Close. 
WITH COUPON. Expires 4/21/11.

Carry Out Only
Hamburger Combo:

Burger and French Fries
and 16oz. soda

$5
WITH COUPON. Expires 4/21/11.

Open Sunday-Thursday 
7am-11pm

Friday-Saturday 
7am-Midnight

+ tax

11824 Jos. Campau • 313-893-1355
Sun 12pm-12am • Mon 1pm-12am T-F 1pm-2am • S 12pm-2am

— Fish Fry Fridays —
Featuring cod, yellow lake perch, pickerel and shrimp 

dinners. Combination plates available - great prices! 1-8pm

Members’ Drink Specials During 
Televised Wings Playoff & Tigers Games!

Karaoke with Chuck ‘E’ every 
Friday & Saturday Night

9 p.m. til 1:45 a.m.

Hall Rentals and Catering Available
Look up PLAV Post 10 on Facebook for Upcoming Events

H Full Service Bar H

Introducing:

Three Star's 
Half-Baked Ribs
Enjoy our Famous Ribs at your 

next Bar-B-Que!

Only 
$1299

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? We have the scoop and

the highlights – as well as the lowlights – of the latest council meeting.

BUYING ANTIQUES & ART
One Item to 
entire estate!

Call Alan

313-972-1010
248-515-8815 Buy • Sell • Trade

Fair  Dealings 
Since 1983

5
/2

1
/1

1

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses
• Hammer Toes • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
• Foot and Ankle Injuries

Dr. Myron Lederman

M-T-F  9am-5pm
W - closed

Th - 9am-1pm • Sat - 9am-12pm

Senior and Diabetic Foot
Care

Over 30 Years Experience
9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Hamtramck’s #1 Neighborhood Bar Since 1971

Characters Always Welcome!

“Biggest” Little Bar in Town!

Darts!

Pool Table

12001 Conant • Hamtramck 313-366-6317

Mon-Sat 7am-2am
Sun Noon-2am

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza

School of Law Immigration Law Clinic

Need Immigration Help?  
You May Be In Luck!

The Immigration Law Clinic at the University of Detroit
Mercy is working with the City of Hamtramck to provide
free immigration legal advice at the Hamtramck City Hall.

What do we do?
We offer free legal advice on immigration related issues and
may even take on your case free of charge.  The Immigration
Law Clinic handles a variety of matters including asylum,

citizenship petitions, and other immigration issues.  
When?

The last Wednesday of each month on April 27, June 29,
August 31, September 28, October 26, November 30.

Where?
Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI, 48212

Located in the City Council Chambers on the 2nd floor.
Time?

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

We will see you there.

Come to Jean’s - Ju
st

for The Hell of it!
— Saturday —
April 16th • 8pm
Food Basket Raffle

 

& Buffet

Open Easter Sunday
!

Noon-2am Join in ou
r

Easter Egg Hunt 
for Adults!

approve moving forward, and
then the process will phase
into something that Fried-
mann futuristically refers to
as the “implementation ma-
trix,” that is, that point where
concrete steps can then be
taken toward implementing,
for now at least, those initial
cost-free (or very low-cost)
upgrades.
Serious grant seeking can

then commence as well, par-
ticularly from cultural founda-
tions such as Knight, Ford
and Kresge.  And those
monies can start to really
snowball into a positive over-
all impact.
For Hamtramck, a city

struggling for years now on
the edge of financial free-fall,

one hopes that this plan can
be mastered sooner, rather
than later.
For a look online at the

master plan, go to:
w w w . i n t e r f a c e -

studio.com/isftp/HAM/HAM
TRAMCK_MP_DRAFT.pdf or
you can view a hard copy at
either the Public Library or
the City Clerk’s Office.
Review a recently com-

pleted Master Plan for the
City of Hamtramck with site
planning and site visioning
this Wednesday, April 20, at
7:30 p.m. at the Hamtramck
Public Library.  The workshop
will be presented by the
Michigan State Housing De-
velopment Authority.

City’s long-awaited master
plan ready for review 
Coninued from page 2
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations
$895

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

 

Hamtramck’s Public
School District just got a
shot in the arm that is
sorely needed.
The financially-struggling

district – and at this point
which public school district
isn’t struggling? – has part-
nered-up with United Way of
Southeastern Michigan and
GM in a very unique aca-
demic program.
For the next five years,

students at Hamtramck
High School will receive
special mentoring through
an aggressive campaign to
increase the graduation
rate from 62 percent to up-
wards of 90 percent.
For the school district

and kids, this program is
gold. The district will be
able to promote its schools
as a one-way ticket to suc-
cess, and thus hopefully at-
tract more students.
For students, it’s a shot

at going on to higher educa-
tion and a direct path to-
ward a high-paying tech job.
Take advantage of this,

kids, because this is a rare
opportunity to go on to a
successful career.
Hamtramck wasn’t nec-

essarily picked because it
has a low graduation rate.
We are certainly not as bad
as neighboring Highland
Park or Detroit. We were se-
lected because Hamtramck

is such a great ethnically
and culturally diverse city. 
In a way, we are the

world.
Our students are actually

pretty good, but many of
them face a huge challenge
from the get-go: Because
so many come from foreign
lands, English is not their
first language.
Right off the bat, many of

our kids face a huge hur-
dle, but it is a challenge
that many of the students
manage to rise to.
This United Way program

is an extra tool to help
them succeed further.
Hamtramck’s schools will

soon be the envy of others.

Hamtramck schools get extra
boost to better compete

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com
email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Editor/Publisher:  John Ulaj       Editor: Charles Sercombe 
Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the  space involved.

Soup’s on … Hamtramck’s
Diverse(soup)city will meet
once again this Sunday (April
17), 6 p.m. at Maria’s Comida
(11411 Jos. Campau).
The group meets to hear

about individual development
ideas that need funding. At
the end of a meal of soup and
a round of presentations, the
group votes on where the pro-
ceeds from the evening
should go.
It’s fun, creative and a nice

way to meet interesting folks
looking to make our commu-
nity better.
You don’t need to make

reservations. Just show up.

Mountaineering … We’ll
have more on this in the com-
ing weeks, but here’s a sneak
peek at Hamtramck High
School teacher John Rostek.
Rostek has organized an

ambitious fundraiser cam-
paign which involves him
climbing Mt. McKinley this
summer. His plan is to collect
at least $1 for ever foot he
ascends. Mt. McKinley is
20,320 feet high.
The money he collects will

go toward funding extra-curric-
ular activities in the school
district. He’s calling his
fundraiser, "Climbing for suc-
cess.”
Want to make a donation or

have a question? Call (313)
872-9270 for more informa-
tion.

Immigration help … We’ll
also have more on this next
week, but here is yet another
heads-up. Law students from
University of Detroit Mercy will
conduct a free immigration
law clinic here in City Hall on
April 27 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Law students will give legal

advice and if any case proves
to be a unique challenge, it
might be taken up by the stu-
dents and their law profes-
sors.
The clinic will be in the

Council Chambers on the sec-
ond floor.

City Hall Insider … We got
this one on the hush-hush be-
cause it depends on a series
of things to happen. But the
news is that there could be a
councilmember resigning in
the coming weeks.
Like we said, we can’t say

who the councilmember is or

what the circumstances are,
but there is bound to be a
shake-up on council.
And if a councilmember

were to resign, according to
City Charter, the next highest
vote-getter from the last coun-
cil election would fill the va-
cancy. And according to the
last election, that would be
former Councilmember Al
Shulgon.
Stay tuned.

Something fishy going on …
And that’s a good thing, since
it involves great fish fries hap-
pening at the Hamtramck
Moose Lodge at 9421 Co-
nant. We stopped by last Fri-
day, and we can report back
that this is not only one great
dish, it’s a great deal.
Dinner begins at 4 p.m. but

next week dinner starts at 2
p.m. to celebrate Good Friday.
The last Friday of the

month, April 29, will be a spe-
cial Polish dinner.

Good cause … Our friend
Eve Doster, the city’s former
special events coordinator,
clued us in on this one. It
seems well-known guy about
town Joe Lampinen learned
the hard way you should never

stand on the tippy-top of an
eight-foot ladder.
There’s a reason why they

warn you not to do so. And
you guessed it, Joe fell down.
Hard … and he is now suffer-
ing some serious injuries.
And if you guessed that Joe is
like so many of us, without
any kind of health insurance,
you’d also be right on the
money.

And it’s money that Joe
needs badly because while
he’s recuperating, he’ll be out
of work and without an in-
come.
So, the Detroit area rock

and roll community is banding
together to hold a fundraiser
this Saturday (April 16) at the
Bronx Bar (where Joe nor-
mally works) from noon to 8
p.m.
The bar will offer up $5

Bloody Marys with tips going
to Joe.
The fundraiser/party contin-

ues later that day over at the
newly opened 3rd Street Sa-
loon, starting at 8 p.m. to
closing hour. A bunch of
bands will be playing, includ-
ing Joe’s brother Timmy Vul-
gar’s Human Eye.
Timmy, by the way is a Ham-

tramck resident. The cover
charge of $5 will go straight
to Joe as well as anything
else that’s donated.
The Bronx is located on

Second Ave. in Detroit and
the 3rd Street Saloon is on
Forrest and Third in the
Wayne State area.

Sto Lat! … How sweet it is.
To look at Louie Wojtalik,
you’d never think he was a

day over 60. The guy works
out every week at the Ham-
tramck Community Center as
well as walks just about
everywhere almost every day. 
Well, all that healthy living

paid off. Louie turned 90 on
Monday, and his pals at the
Community Center threw a lit-
tle party for him.
Party hearty, Lou.

It’s time once again to
open our Internet email and
see what readers have
been talking about the past
few weeks.
Here’s the latest from our

electronic mailbag.
Reader Tom Sudney

cleared up a couple of mys-

teries. In the recent “Talk
Back” column we ran a
photo of a man that was
only identified as “Adam.” 

Adam was a pretty snazzy
dresser, and the photo was
from 1948. So just who is
this Adam? Here’s Tom to
explain:
“Adam Ostrowski, owner

of the Adam Motor Co. His
Packard dealership was on
the corner of Jos. Campau
and Lawley, north of Ham-
tramck. In the very early
1950s he then became a
Nash dealer. He was also
the sponsor of a class B
Federation baseball team.
He has a full page Ad in
the 1947 Hamtramck High
School Yearbook.”
Wow, Adam owned a

dealership for Packard and
Nash automobiles, two
long-gone independent
auto companies. It should
also be noted that Jos.
Campau was once consid-
ered “Automobile Row” be-
cause of the number of
dealerships located on this
hot business strip. You can
read all about Ham-
tramck’s hot auto action at
a sign located on the side-
walk next to PNC bank.

And in our “Toast of the
town” column, we talked
about the mysterious sound-
ing “Dyngus Day.” Tom, who
must go way back, had this to
say:
“Back during the 1930s

and 40s at St. Florian, it
was called ‘Switching Day.’
The boys would take the
short green limbs of what
we called wild trees, run
our hand along the limb to
remove the leaves, and
then we would have our
switches to chase the girls
around. Now, we also had
a ‘Pussy Willow Day,’ but
on that day the pussy wil-
lows were brought to
school to see which one
had the biggest pussy wil-
low.”
Um … chasing girls

around with switches. ...
You would probably get ar-
rested these days for that.
Thanks again, Tom, for
clearing all that up. And by
the way Tom, stop by the of-
fice some day and tell us
more about the old days.

We get email

Adam Ostrowski owned two
dealerships in the 1940s and
then the 1950s on Jos. Cam-
pau, which was once known
as “Automobile Row.”

Louis Wojtalik celebrated his 90th birthday last Monday with
his friends at the Hamtramck High School Community Center,
where he works out every week.



By Tom Niczay
On April 7, 2011 the Chair-

man of General Motors Foun-
dation John Montford came to
Hamtramck High School.  Be-
tween 150-200 legislators
and Board of Education mem-
bers along with the media
were invited to hear an an-
nouncement about an educa-
tional initiative called The
Turnaround Schools Network. 
It was no coincidence that

Hamtramck High was chosen
to host the event.  HHS was
deemed the “best prepared”
based on a presentation to
be part of The Turnaround
Schools Network.  The pres-
entation was made to the
United Way’s Venture Fund by
Principal Rebecca Westrate
and teachers Theresa Zillich
and John Rostek on March 8. 
That’s why we were chosen

to host this event.
Mr. Montford announced

that Hamtramck High School
is one of seven high schools
that GM has committed
$27.1 million over five years
through the United Way of

Southeast Michigan to help
create high performing
schools.  This is the largest
donation ever from GM’s char-
itable foundation and it’s first
targeted toward the United
Way’s education efforts. The
goal is to improve the gradua-
tion rate to at least 80%. Cur-
rently the graduation rate at
HHS is 62%. 
The United Way’s research

indicates the following: 
• Schools can’t be high per-

forming if their teachers and
leaders don’t share a com-
mon belief and strategy for
success.
• Schools can’t do it on

their own.  Turnaround part-
ners must work alongside
school personnel, and com-
munity partners must be
aligned to support the vision
of high performing schools.
• This can be done and

must be done in partnership
with unions and district lead-
ers.  However, it must be
done in a way that creates au-
tonomy and flexibility at each
school. 

The United Way believes
that a school can be high per-
forming if it commits to the
following:
• Robust, site based man-

agement in which principals
have the autonomy, resources
and accountability for building
high performing schools
through a collaborative, deci-
sion making process with
their teachers and turnaround
partner. 
• Embedded and consis-

tent professional develop-
ment through partners who
have a proven track record of
helping schools becoming
high performing.
• Vibrant and collaborative

networks of school leaders
sharing student performance
data and strategies to
achieve success across
schools and districts. 
The United Way is commit-

ted to providing the following: 
• A Student Development

Fund of at least $50,000 per
school to help students get
and stay on track for gradua-
tion. 

• A Champions Council
which advocates for and
helps its school identify re-
sources and breaks down bar-
riers in the way of success. 
• A part time liaison be-

tween the school and the
United Way to coordinate and
prioritize community and cor-
porate relationships for the
success of the school. 

To quote GM North Ameri-
can President Mark Reuss,
“this country simply can’t af-
ford to fall any further behind
the rest of the industrialized
world in educating its citi-
zens.” 
Hamtramck High School

now becomes part of the NET-
WORK OF GENERAL MOTORS
SCHOOLS OF EXCELLENCE.
GM wants to help train stu-
dents to be ready for the work
force and HHS has commit-
ted to do whatever is neces-
sary for that to happen.     

Mr. Niczay is the Superintend-
ent  of Hamtramck Public
Schools.
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Thinking of buying or selling
your business or home?

Specializing 
in bank owned 

properties, 
short sales

Now offering free copies of Homes Magazines.

John Ulaj 
Broker/Owner

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110

JohnUlaj@comcast.net
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Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Multi-Family Homes:
2095-97 Belmont - $24,900 
2327 Botsford - $34,900 SOLD!
2633 Casmere - $89,900
2290 Geimer - $49,900 
2673 Holmes - (4) units - $45,000 SOLD!
3210-12 Lehman - $34,900 SOLD!
9472 McDougall - $38,000 
11372 Nagel - $32,900 NEW PRICE!
3110-12 Roosevelt (4) units - $45,000
SOLD!
11708-10 Sobieski - $24,500 SOLD!

Single Family Homes
2358 Botsford - $29,900 NEW PRICE!
5546 Casmere - $9,900 NEW PRICE!
12134 Charest - $19,900
12630 Charest - $24,900 NEW PRICE!
3307 Comstock - $29,900 SOLD!
9632 Dequindre - $23,000
3971 Edwin - $24,999  SOLD!
5128 Evaline - $25,000 
12080 Lumpkin - $29,900 NEW PRICE! 
11676 Lumpkin - $34,900  NEW PRICE!
1934 Norwalk - $44,900
Commercial:
21433 Mound - $550,000 Warren Collision
Shop
21471 Mound - $300,000 Warren Me-
chanic Shop

Dryden:
3895 Havens - $69,900  SOLD!
Macomb Township:
47691 Nola - $159,900 - Bank owned, 4
BR, 2.5 Bath, Colonial with Finished Base-
ment. SOLD!
Rochester Hills:
2759 Hickory Lawn - $129,900 NEW
PRICE! 
Roseville:
20140 14 Mile Rd. - $35,000  NEW
PRICE!
Waterford:
1120 Kirkwood - $149,900 NEW PRICE!
Lake view!
Warren:
*8268 Lozier - $19,900 - NEW PRICE!

Town &
Country

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

586-214-HOME (4663)
leanne@mirealsource.com

WWW.LEANNECONGER.COM
Please visit my website to view pictures & get details on

these homes and all other homes currently for sale.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist on Staff

Land Contracts
Available on
Many of my
properties!

A HUD Certified Agent

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

11508 St. Aubin - Hamtramck - At-
tention Investors! 2 well-maintained
single-family homes on one lot.
Great income potential! Short-Sale
$24,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

5099 Fredro, Detroit - 4 Bedroom
Income Bungalow, Living Room,
Dining Room, Full Basement
$32,900 

49254 Shady Glen, Chesterfield
Twp. - “Bank-Owned Home” 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, full basement, 2
car attached garage. Located near
22 Mile & Gratiot. $89,900 

2362-64 Burger-Hamtramck - 3
Unit Multi-Level; 6 Bedrooms, 3
Baths, Basement, Garage, Sepa-
rate Utilities $39,900

3826 Carpenter, Detroit - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
Full Basement, 2 Car Block
Garage. $29,000

11662 Nagel- Hamtramck - Com-
pletely renovated with custom de-
signer touches throughout. 3 BR,
built-in appliances, basement,
garage. Must see to appreciate.
$56,000 - PRICE REDUCED!

2274-76 Florian, Hamtramck - In-
vestment Property! Clean, well-
maintained 4-unit home. One block
from St. Florian Church. $55,000

8091 Helen, Centerline - 2 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Kitchen, First-
Floor Laundry, Garage, Short-Sale
Subject to Bank Approval.
$15,000

2405 Pulaski-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
Full Basement. Needs Work.
$15,000

2413 Pulaski-Hamtramck - 3 Bed-
rooms, Living Room, Dining Room,
½ Basement. $17,000

1934 Norwalk
$44,900 
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Formerly Knights of Columbus

Weddings ~ Graduations ~ Birthdays 
~ Parties ~ Meetings ~ All Occasions

Newly Renovated Hall
Under New Management

We Cater For All 
Purposes and Ethnicities

Groups up to 450

To Book

Your Event
Call Bill • 313-871-8888
Sultana • 313-449-1179
9632 Conant • Hamtramck

— In Memory of —

Dr. Edward T. Roginski
November 26, 1951 – March 29, 2011

Ph.D in Pharmacology, inventor, owner of “Medical
Compliance Services,” Husband of Susan; sons,
Edward and Brett; brother, Tom. Golfer, bowler,
member of Polish Falcons Nest 86.

Legal Notice 
Regarding Zoning

To the Property Owner or Party-in-Interest:
On behalf of the owner Abdul Rahman Alnajar, tenant

Yazan A. Musleh at the property located 8910 Joseph
Campau, has made an appeal to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals for variances.

Variance requests for the following section of Zoning
Ordinance 497 of the City of Hamtramck is as follows:

VI – 2.02.2. Permitted Commercial Uses

f. Butchers that do not process live farm animals. 

A public hearing will be held in the Council Chambers
of City Hall, 3401 Evaline, Hamtramck, MI  48212, on
Wednesday, May 4, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. thus affording the
opportunity of your input being recorded on this appeal
for a modification of zoning on the premises described
above.
Any variation or modification granted by the Board

would have no bearing on private restrictions.  You may
appear, authorize others to represent you, or you may ex-
press your views in writing.  Communications must be
received before the date of the hearing. 

Zoning Board of Appeals

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

Other Voices: Guest Editorial

Hamtramck public schools are poised for a ‘turnaround’ 

Hamtramck Recreation Department
Wrestling Camp

Boys and girls, ages 5 thru 14, are invited to join from 
May 2nd to 6th -- 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. -- at the 

Community Center. $10 to sign up.
Call (313) 893-5520 for more information.



It’s said that whatever happens
to Detroit, so goes Hamtramck. If
you were to rely solely on the local
mainstream media, you’d think De-
troit is no more than a crime-in-
fested wasteland. Well, we’re here
to say that isn’t so. Our friends
over at modeldmedia.com and
metromode.com have been report-
ing on fascinating development
projects for the past few years.
With their permission, here is a

round-up of their reports from the
past week.
The redevelopment of the old

Detroit Studebaker plant into per-
manently supported housing for
once-homeless veterans has won
Southwest Solutions the nation's
premiere award for brownfield re-
development. Upon winning the
2010 Phoenix Community Impact
Award for Excellence in Brownfield
Development, Southwest Housing

Solutions satisfied a need -- pro-
viding a stable home and social
services to a portion of the esti-
mated 4,000 veterans on the
streets of Detroit -- while utilizing
cutting-edge environmental and
architectural design.
New Center's Piquette Square

living facility, located on the cor-
ner of Piquette and Brush, com-
pletely filled its 150 units within
60 days of opening in July 2010.
But opening the living facility, at a
cost of $23 million, was itself a 5-
year process. 

The land, which housed the
Studebaker factory before a 2004
fire, was contaminated with an oil
pit, underground utilities, petro-
leum products and volatile or-
ganic materials. Meeting a
residential use standard required
removing over 50,000 tons of
contaminated soil and installing a
sub-slab ventilation and vapor
barrier system.
"Location is key. In order to find

a piece of land like that, which
was three acres or more, in close
proximity to the John Dingell VA

Hospital for services. You can't
just shove a bunch of potentially
homeless people in the middle of
nowhere," says Southwest Hous-
ing Solutions' Steve Gabrys.
"They've got to be integrated in
the area, with the potential of job
opportunities and so forth. What
it comes down to, we had to rede-
velop a brownfield."
Cleaning up a contaminated

site isn't Piquette Square's only
nod toward environmental sus-
tainability. The building itself is
powered by a geothermal heating

and cooling system, which Gabrys
says reduces both environmental
waste and dependency on public
utilities. There's also a light re-
flective roof, insulated walls, and
floors made of recycled material."
It's maintaining your operating

costs going forward, and it's also
about doing the right thing,"
Gabrys says. "At the end of the
day, it's not the real estate on this
one, it's the people who live in the
building.”

Writer: Ashley C. Woods
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2305 Poland, lower, 9512
Charest, lower + upper,
313-712-8347. 5/6

1 + 3 Br. flat, Bloom St.,
next to White Elementary
School, call Nelson at 313-
310-3540. 4/15

Hamtramck, 2137 Trow-
bridge, 3 Br. upper,  $500/
month + $500 deposit,
313-875-2459, 248-854-
0091. 4/22

Lower, 2 Br., large back-
yard, safe neighborhood,
appliances, AC unit + water
included, $550/month +
security, 313-301-0594. 5/6

9721 Dequindre, 1 Br.
upper, living, kitchen, bath-
room, separate entrance,
utilities not included, im-
mediate occupancy, 313-
729-7760. 4/15

Hamtramck studio apart-
ments, good location, im-
mediate occupancy,
248-229-4295, 248-229-
4297. 4/29

Hamtramck,  3101 Jacob,
2 Br. lower, large kitchen
and dining room, excellent
condition, newly painted,
laundry facility included,
586-497-8810. 4/22

2 Br. upper, newly reno-
vated, all appliances new,
no pets, $650 + security
deposit, rent includes heat
and water, call Michele
313-523-1373. 4/22

Hamtramck, 2 Br. upper,
$550/month + deposit,
313-268-7420. 4/15

Studio, no pets, Ham-
tramck, 313-632-5566. 5/27

Hamtramck-Detroit, 4 Br.,
living, dining room, appli-
ances, basement, fenced
yard, Section 8 OK,
$600/month, 248-894-
0131. 4/22

Furnished, separate en-
trance, no pets, 313-369-
1654. 4/22

3901 Caniff, 4 Br., 2 bath-
rooms, single - family
dwelling, includes new gas
stove + oven, microwave,
dishwasher, garbage dis-
posal, fridge, washer-dryer,
large fenced yard, 2-1/2 car
garage with electronic
opener, all for only $700/
month, renters insurance re-
quired, call Len at 248-421-
4332 for additional info. 5/4

9441 Charest, in heart of
Hamtramck, 4 Br., remod-
eled bathroom, large for-
mal dining room, kitchen,
employed preferred, proof
of income, $500/month +
security deposit. 586-806-
4888, 586-354-8673. 4/15

Hamtramck, 11638 Nagel,
upper flat, $450/month,
313-438-3438. 4/15

Hamtramck, 2 Br., appli-
ances, clean, senior citizen
or couple preferred, 313-
580-3771 or 313-871-
0189. 4/29

3 + 5 Br. single family
house with option to buy,
no pets, 313-369-1654.
4/15

5095 Evaline, 3 Br. house,
living and dining room,
kitchen, computer room, 1
car garage, full basement,
1200 square feet,
$18,500, cash only, call
Anna (586) 819-7395. 4/8

2-family, 12909 Klinger, 4
Br., aluminum siding, large
yard, asking $14,000, 248-
219-3374. 4/15

12089 Mitchell St., Ham-
tramck, 4 Br., 2 baths, full
basement, 2-car garage,
short walk from high
school and kindergarten,
selling as-is with furniture
and appliances, 1382 Sq.
feet, 313-368-1098. 4/22

Lot with garage, Burger St.,
east of Fleming St., across
from Koscziuko Middle
School, $3,800, 734-671-
2902. 4/22

Downey’s
Plumbing
All types of plumbing repairs, 
sewers and drains cleaned with

electric machine. 
Senior discount. We dig broken sew-
ers. 24 hour service, 7 days. 

Serving Hamtramck for 25 years.
Mastercard, Visa, Discover accepted. 
Hamtramck License #1092  State Li-

cense #8106883

586-775-2441

service directory
HEATING & COOLING

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11360 Jos. Campau

892-2122

PAINTING

BROTHERS ROOFING & SIDING

Specializing in: 
• Damaged Plaster & Cracks Installing Drywall 
• Window Puttying & Caulking 
• Leak Damage 
• Power Washing
• Fire Damage Interior

& Exterior
Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

Cell: 586-246-2189

Free 
Estimates

11356 McDougall 

FREE ESTIMATES
Full Line of Handyman Services
TOP QUALITY WORK
AT LOW PRICES
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
Senior Discount Available!

Call for Details

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS FOR

RENT

ROOFING

LEONE PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Current Rentals Available:
2 Bedroom flats starting at $475
3 Bedroom flats starting at $525
Appliances included, all units have
washer & dryer. Section 8 welcome

Call  586-354-5380
www.leoneservices.com

Specializing in Remodeling
• Kitchens • Bathrooms

• Basements • Fire Restoration
We serve all your needs

Licensed & Fully Insured • Call Vince

LOOK

Advertisers should check their ad following
first publication. The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publication except
to the extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of the ad
wherein the error occurred. We reserve the
right to classify, revise or reject any clas-
sified advertisement.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties since 1965.

• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge, Plumbing,   

Heating,  Sewer Cleaning 
& Excavation. 

Deadline for  classifieds
for next week is Thursday 

at Noon

$15 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
$35 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100

Best Way Siding
• Vinyl Siding • Roofing 
• Windows • Porches

All Home Repairs
586-582-0311
586-530-6872
Mention this ad & receive

15% OFF LABOR

HELP

WANTED

Classifieds

SIDING

Truck driver-owner operator
wanted, great pay, for local
and regional delivery,
home every weekend, 586-
556-5618. 6/17

D’s Transportation, driver
needed for non-emergency
transportation, must have
Chauffer’s license, 313-
466-9884. 4/15

Full size bedroom set, two
dressers, new mattresses,
$250 firm. Dining room
table, five chairs, $150
firm, 313-874-0355. 4/15

PLUMBING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE

INSURANCE AGENTS

Nazmul Islam
Insurance Agent

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Workers Comp. • Bonds

11831 Conant Ave., Hamtramck
313-893-4000 (Office)
313-893-4001 (fax) • 313-384-5731 (cell)
nislam@farmersagent.com

HOUSE FOR 

SALE

FOR RENT
Upper studio flat, ideal for 

student or artist:
1 huge bedroom, includes 
appliances, oak flooring in 

bedroom, $550/mo.,
— Call Johnny—

248-866-1110

ESTATE

SALE

TRANSLATION SERVICES

BROMBERG & ASSOCIATES
Translation Agency

3320 Caniff • Hamtramck

313.872.0787
www.BrombergTranslations.com

Our services cover all areas of the language industry: 
translation; interpretation (consecutive and simultaneous); 

website translation and localization; multilingual desktop publish-
ing and video production; language training; cultural training; 

interpreter training and performance evaluation. We work with over
60 languages locally and 150 languages worldwide.

HOUSE 

FOR RENT

LOT

FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

BY OWNER

April 14, 15 +16, 10-4 p.m.,
2413 Pulaski. Everything
must go. 4/15

Free fixed cat, well-cared
for, litter trained, loves to
be a pet and held.
Adorable, friendly and will
keep you company. Great
for companionship. Look-
ing for a good, loving
home, 313-656-1429. 4/15

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

House for rent
Single family house, 

3 bedrooms, full basement +
full attic Ask for Palo, 

248-659-2278

FREE PETS

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

Metro news …

ROOM FOR 

RENT

HOUSE/APARTMENT

FOR RENT

Your Ad Here

(313) 874-2100

HamtramckRentals.com
Oak floors in 

22x12 great room, 
2 Br. lower, clean, sharp,

$550/month. 
Call Julie

313-570-4242



By Alan R. Madeleine
Hamtramck’s public ser-

vants have been asked to
bear some of the burden of
the city’s financial hardship
lately. They’ve responded with
mixed reactions. So, how
would they feel about working
for free?
That’s just what Mike Wilk,

the City Treasurer has done
and what Councilmember Mo-
hammed Hassan has done to
a point. 
The beginning of a trend? 
Not likely, although there

may be those in certain city
corners who would undoubt-
edly welcome it.
In fairness to those others

whose jobs are their primary,
or only, source of income,
Wilk’s former $12,000 dollar
annual salary did not put the
loaf of bread on his table. 
A well-known local funeral

director at the Jurkiewicz &
Wilk Funeral Home, he was
pink-slipped from the Treas-

ury job at the end of last
June. But even that couldn’t
keep him from fulfilling what
he saw as a duty to the town.
“I was ‘terminated’ on June

30 of 2010,” Wilk said,
reached by phone.”But I still go
in pretty much every day. I’m
still considered ‘part time’.”
More difficult than the mon-

etary loss, according to Wilk,
was the revoking of his Blue
Cross coverage. “Mr. Schim-
mel (former state-appointed
Emergency Financial Manager
Lou Schimmel) took that he
away,” he managed to laugh.
“That, I miss.”
According to Wilk, the city,

by charter, must have a Treas-
urer. There was the thinking,
at one point, that the Human
Resources person might end
up having to do the work. Wilk
says the duties actually
might’ve fallen to the Assis-
tant or Deputy Treasurer, who
is a union salaried employee.
And that could’ve cost the city

more money yet.
Reached by phone herself,

Major Karen Majewski appre-
ciates Wilk’s willingness to
carry on in his duties.
“He’s been a valued and de-

voted public servant for some
time,” said the mayor.  “He’s
making a real sacrifice, and
it’s very much appreciated.”
Councilperson Mohammed

Hassan has also decided to
forego part of his small
stipend, which is based on X
percent of whatever the Gov-
ernor of Michigan earns, and
currently amounts to about
$3,600 for the year. As of
press time, Hassan donated
back one month’s worth of
his salary.
It’s unclear if Hassan prom-

ised to donate his entire
salary or just a portion of it.
Reached by phone, he de-

clined to comment.
Fellow councilperson Cathie

Gordon applauds him. “We
(city officials) were to take 5

percent cuts. Some of us
took a 10 percent cut. It’s
great that he (Hussan) is able
and willing to do that. Any-
thing that can save the city
money.”
For Mike Wilk, it’s about

keeping the city going.
“At least, I still have my old

office,” he mentioned. Is there
a chance that, should the city
rebound, he could have see
salary and benefits return?
“That would be nice,” Wilk

says. 
And, while it may not be

likely that the days of fully
paid Blue Cross will ever
come back, certainly in these
times, every little bit helps.
One thing is certain: as con-

tentious as this town’s city
leaders can sometimes
seem, they’re all pulling for
the return of the good times.
And some are willing to pay
the price -- they hope, tem-
porarily -- to try to help that
happen.

All-You-Can-Eat

LUNCH 
BUFFET
$795
www.zamzamrestaura

nt.com

11:30am-11pm7 DAYS A WEEK!

Former
Gandhi Space

The Best Buffet In Town!
BUFFET & SALAD  
BAR All-You

Can-Eat

Mon-Fri
11:30am to

2:00pm

FREE DELIVERY!
11945 Conant Ave. 
313-891-8050
www.AladdinSweet.com

Min. $20
Purchase

$799

Mon-Fri
11:30-3:00

By Ian Perrotta
Who is he?
After working with non-profit

community-based social serv-
ices for the last several
years, Tommie Brown is the
new Youth Coach for the
Hamtramck Weed and Seed
program. As if Bachelors’ De-
grees in philosophy and polit-
ical science from Central
Michigan University and a
Juris Doctorate from The Thur-
good Marshall School of Law
doesn’t qualify him enough
for the job, he is currently a
earning a Master’s in Social
Work at Wayne State Univer-
sity. We caught up with Tom-
mie recently to find out more
about him and just what it is
he is trying to do. 

So what exactly is the job de-
scription of a Youth Coach?

“The Youth Coach is to
gather 25 Hamtramck High
School youths and to organize
these young people to ad-
dress violence amongst youth
through community service

projects. I believe that
one truly effective way to help
young people to turn away
from delinquent behavior is to
habituate them to think - to
think about the conse-
quences of their conduct be-
fore they act and to think
about their academic and pro-
fessional futures.”

That’s a noble task. Do you
have experience doing any-
thing similar?

“My experience working
with teens involves working
with at-risk youth in Chicago
where I worked as a Restora-
tive Justice coordinator.  I
also worked with Detroit high
schoolers during an Upward
Bound program where I
served as a college mentor.” 

What types of programs do
you plan to implement here in
Hamtramck?

“I would like to incorporate
some academic and social
programming for youth, in ad-
dition to the community serv-
ice aspect of the Youth Coach
position.  I would like to es-
tablish youth driven mentor-
ships - where youths mentor
each other.  I would also like
to create a Young Profession-
als of Hamtramck program,
where youths gather to dis-
cuss and work on discover-
ing or developing their career
plans, college/trade school
applications, writing sam-
ples, resumes, and other
such things in preparation for
life after high school.”  

You could really help out the
city by doing that. What do you
hope to accomplish?

“I hope to encourage the
youth here in Hamtramck to
value their personal develop-
ment through productive and
positive interaction with each
other and with other Ham-
tramck community residents.
I hope to motivate the youth
to think deeply about their
lives beyond high school - to
think about directing their tal-
ents and skills toward ca-
reers that are fitting for them
and to desire to excel at
them.  I hope to discourage
youth from engaging in delin-
quency by instilling hope in
them and nurturing this posi-
tive outlook I want them to

have for their own lives.”

What kind of an impact does
that have on the community?

“When youths become
deeply invested in themselves
and begin to recognize the
value in personal well-being,
they are motivated to flourish
socially and academically -
and this has a broader posi-
tive impact on the community
in which these young people
live.  I think one reason why
young people engage in delin-
quency is because many have
scant or no regard for their fu-
tures or how their behavior
can impact their future en-
deavors.  To address this,
I encourage young people to
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Hamtown’s movers and shakers

• Custom Art
• Clean Sterile Environment
• Affordable Prices

Hours: M-S Noon-9pm
Sun Noon-6pm
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FREE OIL CHANGE with Major Tune-Up!
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Most Cars
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M-F 
8am-6pm
Sat 9am-2pm
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FREE

Plus FREE 10 Point Safety Inspection

Most Cars

INSTANT TRANSFORMATION
While losing weight in the process!

The results are life changing!
Lose up to 2 sizes in 10 minutes!

• No Gastric Bypass Surgery • No Lipo Suction
• No Tummy Tuck • No Dieting
• No Exercise

Nutritional Products, Health Care, 
Skin Care & Body Reshaping Products

Call Freada Wallace (313) 410-4853
www.ardysslife.com/noexcuses58

As
Seen
On

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

� Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
� Veneers & White Fillings
� Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
� Crowns & Bridges

� Root Canals
� Orthodontic Treatment
� Dentures
� Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Holbrook St.

Brom
bach

Florian St.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

ONE 
STOP
SHOP
FOR:
• ENTRY DOORS
• STORM DOORS
• GARAGE DOORS
• SECURITY DOORS 
• VINYL WINDOWS 
• GLASS BLOCK
• SIDING & 

GUTTERS

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

Starting at

www.vinylside.com

Wayne ............313-808-3667
Oakland..........248-545-5555
Macomb ........586-524-1215

INSTALLED!

Locks not included

I look forward to working 
together for the next four years.

— Karen Majewski
Paid for by the Friends of Karen Majewski, 2627 Pulaski, Hamtramck, MI 48212

FRD PHARMACY
9811 CONANT at EVALINE Just North of Holbrook

871-1115

ONLY $10 one-time enrollment fee for you and your entire family!

$4 Generics 30-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

$1199Generics 90-Day Supply
Over 300 drugs available.

*

*

20% Discount
on all Quality Choice OTC Products with Rewards Club Card.

Cannot be combined with any other offers.

FREE MEDICATION REVIEW
Schedule an appointment today for a one-on-one review of

all of your medications with our Pharmacy Expert.

$10 Gift Card Just For Signing Up!
Act Now! Limited time offer.

Can be redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.

GET A GIFT JUST FOR ASKING!
Ask our Pharmacy Expert about the Rewards Club!

Hurry in! While Supplies Last! No Phone-Ins, please.

Limit one per family. Some restrictions may apply-see store for details.

FREE DELIVERY 
in Hamtramck!

�<�%A@�%;�@52���#)%,$�

Continued on page 5
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3470 Holbrook • 313.875-6614

UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT!! 

EVERYDAY SPECIAL!

12" Tubby's 
Famous Sub

NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.

+ tax

SAT & SUN SPECIAL!

12" Steak 
& Cheese
NO LIMIT. Must present coupon.

+ tax

EVERYDAY SPECIAL!

Buy One, Get One

FREE!
Must present coupon.

With purchase of 
2 medium drinks.
Second sub must be of
equal or lesser value.
Chicken and turkey will

be 50¢ more.

Hours:
Sun-Thur 11am-12mid
Fri-Sat 11am-1am

10240 Conant • Hamtramck • We Deliver!

HALAL

why go to New York when New York 
standard services

are available in Hamtramck!

n Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
n Veneers & White Fillings
n Surgical Removal of Wisdom Teeth
n Crowns & Bridges

n Root Canals
n Orthodontic Treatment
n Dentures
n Implants

Dr. Sami Bilani
NYU Graduate • 15 Years of Creating Gorgeous 
Smiles in an Ultra Modern, High Tech Facility

Custom Treatment for 
Sleep Apnea & Snoring FREE

TEETH 
WHITENING
(Zoom) Call for Details!

Ho
lbr
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bach

Florian S
t.

Florian Dental
2460 Florian
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Lumpkin St.

We speak your language: 
English, Polish, Russian, Lithuanian, Bosnian, Arabic
www.dentistsamibilani.com

Across from  St. Florian’s Church
Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 10am-6pm • Fri-Sat 10am-2pm

Assorted Babkas: Raisin, Plain, Cheese, Poppy, Almond, Fruit, Rum, Honey
~ Special Polish and Ukrainian Easter Babkas  ~ Blessing Bread 

~ Decorated Easter Cakes: Lambs, Bunnies ~ Halka / Paska   ~ Chrucziki  
~ Assorted European Tortes ~ Traditional Mazurka ~ Almond, Poppy & Nut

Rolls ~ Stefanka - Cheesecakes - Pies ~ Pound Cakes ~ Butter Lambs 

Happy Easter From All of Us at

10335 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

Advance
Orders
Welcome

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

A professional pharmacy serving your needs.

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge, across from Wendy’s)

12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800
12085 Conant • Hamtramck

313-368-8800 Fax
313-368-8900

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

Full Lunch
Buffet

$695
Mon–Fri 11– 3 pm

Sat. and Sun.
Special Buffet

$795
Mon–Fri 11:30-3:30 pm

One-of-a-Kind
Colorful Easter

Bread 

Are Hamtramck elected officials 
starting a new trend?

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck Little League

pitcher and legend Art “Pinky”
Deras has been enjoying a per-
fect game the last couple of
years.
Deras was recently the sub-

ject of a documentary on Ham-
tramck’s Little League and
Pony League champs from the
1959 and 1961 respectively,
and he is now about to be in-
ducted into the National Pol-
ish-American Sports Hall of
Fame.
Deras is considered the best

pitcher ever to compete in Lit-
tle League. And it’s a title no
one will likely ever take away
from Deras – that’s how smok-
ing hot he was.
He and Bill Romanowski (a

linebacker for the
Raiders and Broncos)
will be inducted into
the Hall of Fame on
June 23 in Troy.
Buddy Moorehouse,

who did the documen-
tary on Deras, said
Pinky is hoping that
his teammate Tom Pa-
ciorek will be able to
introduce him at the
ceremony.
And there is more.

We’ll let Moorhouse navigate
from here:
The Hamtramck City Council

voted in February to name a
street in Hamtramck in Pinky's
honor. It's going to be a por-
tion of Dan Street. They're
going to have the official
street-naming ceremony some-
time this summer.
We'll be finding out on

Wednesday if our film ("The
Legend of Pinky Deras: The
Greatest Little Leaguer There
Ever Was") has been nomi-
nated for a Michigan Emmy.
It's up for consideration in the
category of Best Historical
Documentary. Fox Sports De-
troit is running our documen-
tary at 8 p.m. Friday (April 15)
and 3 p.m. Saturday (April 16).

The ‘Legend of Pinky
Deras’ keeps growing

Coming Events
APRIL 27, Wednesday, noon – Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle 736 will hold a “Spring Card &
Bunco Social”, admission $7, featuring door and table
prizes, raffle, share the wealth and a lunch, at Queen
of Apostles’ Activity Center, entrance on Harold St.,
fenced parking.

One-of-a-Kind
Colorful Easter

Bread 


