“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY
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Quick Hits
Happy New Year!
This Sunday, we turn a
page on the calendar and
kiss 2016 goodbye. And
what a year it was. In this
issue we offer part two of
our year in review, and as
you can tell it was chockfull of news and historical
moments.
For a small city, Hamtramck is one busy town.
We look forward to the
continued
economic
progress the city has been
experiencing. There have
been a growing number of
businesses locating here,
and it looks like the trend
will continue.
This is also an important election year for local
positions.
We wish all of our readers good health and good
luck in the coming year.
It’s always an honor serving our community, and we
look forward to continue
our service.

Year in Review: Part two
of our look back at 2016
By Charles Sercombe
Welcome back to part
two of our annual Year in
Review.
We pick up from last
week with the start of July.

ferent kind of “dumping”
that you could see in almost every alley.
It was -- and still is -those pesky neighbors
who allow their garbage
can to overflow and spill
over into the alley.
Or it might be the careless business that allows
its dumpsters to also overflow.
That problem was a topic
in the city’s newest
newsletter that went out
with every water bill.

JULY
The city had a message
for residents: Be a good
neighbor and mind your
trash.
While city officials were
on the lookout for illegal
dumpers, there was a dif-

n

Quote of
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“You are trying to take
our houses through
trickery.”

To drive the message
home, the city provided
photos of how not to dispose of your house trash,
and how to do it.
If it was a case of laziness, ignorance, or just not
caring, allowing loose
garbage wasn’t taken
lightly by the city. If residents allowed garbage to
accumulate in their alley,
they were slapped with a
ticket and charged a $100
fine.
If it happened a second
time, you received a $250
fine, and a third time was
considered a misdemeanor with a $500
penalty.

City officials promised to crackdown on loose
garbage in the alleys this past year.

The summer drought
threatened to dampen the
use of fireworks during the
Fourth of July holiday.
The state fire marshal
considered a ban on fireworks in the state because
of the ongoing drought.
The Village of Holly in
Oakland County and Wash-

en
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WE CATER!
Gift Certiﬁcates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

$ 99
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n

The “no snitch” rule of
the street hampered a police investigation into a
shooting that left two
teens injured.
On a hot Sunday night
residents in the Col. Hamtramck Housing project
were spilled out into their
lawns and street because
of the extreme heat.
At around 11 p.m. in the
12000 block of Grand
Haven two men suddenly
got into a fight, one of
whom had a gun.
According to sources,

n

In a matter of one
month, the city’s budget
went from a half-million
dollar deficit to one with a
surplus.
How did that come
about?
City Manager Katrina
Powell told the Transition
Advisory Board, which
oversees all financial decisions by the city, that there
were several things that
fell into place: An acrossthe-board cut in spending
combined with an increase in tax collections
from the income tax department and Wayne
County delinquent property taxes.
But as it turned out, a
federal grant that pays for
the salaries of 12 firefighters came late, which technically meant the city’s
fiscal year ended with a
temporary budget deficit.
n

Hamtramck’s sewer sysContinued on page 2

LUNCH
SPECIALS
DAILY

$ 99
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Fries &

ington Township in Macomb didn’t wait for a ruling by the state and
declared a ban.
The month of June
recorded only an inch of
rain, down by more than
half of the normal amount
of rainfall for that period.
As it turned out, the legal
use of fireworks was allowed – but the drought
continued for the rest of
the year.

the man with the gun pistol-whipped the other man.
After that, gunfire erupted,
striking a 14-year-old boy
in the ankle and a 13-yearold in the buttocks.
Police were seeking the
identity and location of the
shooter, but witnesses refused to cooperate with investigators.
Conditions in the housing project can be brutal
during hot weather. There
are no air conditioning
units in the apartments
because the electric wiring
has not been updated to
accommodate the energy
needs.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH 11am-3pm
Full Brunch and Drink Specials Menu
SPORTS SPECIAL:
Fresh Chicken Wings 50¢ each (Min. 10 wings)
NFL, NHL, NBA & College Games
7 Flat Screen TVs • 16 Draft Beers on Tap
Coldest Beer In Town

Happy Hour
Kitchen Hours:
Every Mon-Fri 3pm-7pm 11am-1:30am
Domestic Beers $1.50
Bar Hours:
11667 Jos Campau • Hamtramck • 313-334-5124 11am-2am

FREE
Pool

All Day
!
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tem was just months away
from being greatly improved.
Since April the city had
taken the first steps toward updating its entire
sewer system with a new
line being installed on Jos.
Campau from Goodson to
Denton.
This new line is 60-some
inches in diameter, as opposed to the existing line
that was only several
inches in size.
The city’s older line now
flows into a new chamber
structure that now spills
into the new and much
larger line.
That line in turn connects with another that is
90 inches in diameter. This
was the first part of a proj

ect that “will help alleviate” citywide basement
flooding, said Project Manager Ryan Kern, who is
part of Hennessey Engineers Inc.
The cost of the project
was $3.5 million, which
came from a state loan.
That price tag also includes placing new liners
in some of the city’s sewer
lines.
For many years a number
of households in the city
repeated
experienced
basement flooding whenever there was a heavy
rainstorm. The existing
system could not handle
the sudden inflow of water
and subsequently backed
up raw sewage into basements.

A new sewer line was installed in the southend which
should alleviate basement flooding – at least in some
parts of the city.
The sewer construction
had an interesting byproduct: the ripped up street
exposed an old rail line. At
one time streetcars were
the major source of transportation not only in Ham-

tramck but the metro area
as well.
From all reports from
back then, it was a fantastic system.
There are many who
lament the passing of

streetcars, but interestingly Detroit officials were
working to bring back a rail
line on Woodward. You
could say what’s old became new again.
We asked local historian
Greg Kowalski, who is also
the chairman of the Hamtramck Historical Commission, to reflect on
Hamtramck’s era of streetcars. Here’s what he had
to say:
“We were mainly served
by the Baker Streetcar line.
Originally, that ran up Jos.
Campau from downtown
Detroit to about where the
viaduct is today. Later, it
was extended to run
through Hamtramck to
about Davison.
“There were connectors

Cont. from front page
all across the metro area.
Some people who lived
here worked at Henry
Ford’s Rouge plant and
would take the streetcars
from here to there by using
connectors.
“The lines that came
here were established in
the early 20th century –
about 1905. They were a
primary form of transportation. They weren’t very
comfortable but they were
cheap and reliable. And
they were critical for people to get around.
“Most people didn’t have
cars until after World War II
so they needed the streetcars to go any distance.
The system was shut down
in about 1955 when the
Continued on page 3
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Open Mon-Sat 6am-6pm • Closed Sunday

PLACE YOUR
ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chruściki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee
Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey
Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies,
Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg bread with
Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)
Don’t F
Your Fa orget
Kowals vorite
ki M
f o r t he e at s
Downtown Hamtramck
Holiday
s!

9833 Jos. Campau

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,
Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery
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$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
www.AzaalPharmacy.com

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

This week at the library...
Notice -- In observance of the Christmas
and New Year’s holidays the Hamtramck
Public Library will be
closed to the public
from Friday, December
23 thru Monday, January2, 2017. The library
will
reopen
Tuesday, January 3 at
11 a.m.
Cooking Matters for
Adults -- Free cooking

and nutrition classes
featuring healthy cooking on a budget, smart
shopping ideas, culinary secrets, free
cookbook and free groceries. Classes meet 2
hours each week and
are 6 weeks long.
(Commitment to all
classes is mandatory.)
If interested please
call the Hamtramck
Public Library at (313)

365-7050.
Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will
enable Library card
holders to obtain a
one-time free entry into
any Michigan State
park or recreation
area, and free entry
into over 100 participating cultural institutions.
Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

For more information about events at the library call
(313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access our online catalog.

Hamtramck Review

3

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, December 30, 2016

Second Front Page
Year in Review: Part two of
our look back at 2016

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year health, happiness and prosperity.
Pastor Fr. Janusz Iwan and Parish Staff
Christmas Season 2016
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • 313-891-1520

Continued from page 2

new bus system was installed. I think just about
everyone today agrees that
was a mistake. There is
still controversy about
that. Some people say that
the auto makers were responsible because they
didn’t want that form of
public
transportation,
which competed with
motor vehicles.
“I had my doubts about
that until I met a former
auto exec up in Bloomfield
Hills who said he was at a
meeting with the city of Detroit back in the 1950s
and confirmed that it was
true.
“Their loss really didn’t
hurt commerce locally because we are a very walkable community and the
buses did provide a good
alternative to bring people
in from outside. And cars
were becoming far more
common in the mid1950s. But there is a lot of
nostalgia associated with
the streetcars. My mom,
who died in 2013 at the
age of 90, told me one of
her earliest memories was
falling asleep in her
mother’s arms while hearing the clanking sound of
the streetcars in the distance.”
n

For 36 years Janet Akins
was a fixture at Hamtramck 31st District Court.
She had held a variety of
jobs in the court and saw
many employees come
and go during that time.
There was always one
constant, though: She always had a welcoming and
sympathetic smile for
those who worked in the
court as well as for the
public.
Her career in the court
came to an end with a retirement party held in the
newly renovated Zussman
Park, across from City Hall.
Many current and former
court and city hall employees came to celebrate her
life’s work and retirement.
Those attending were
mostly a who’s who of an
older generation of Hamtramck City Hall employees.
Asked many times what
she planned to do, Akins
had a ready, one-word answer: “Chill.”
n

If you noticed the city
was looking a little cleaner
during the summer, it indeed was thanks to a
state grant.
The city was awarded a
little more than $42,000
to hire 16 teens and four
adults to act as supervisors during an eight-week
program.
The teens were paid $8
an hour and the supervisors $10 an hour.
The program focused on
clean-up and maintenance
projects in city parks,
beautification
efforts
throughout the city and assisting with routine tasks
in city hall.

n

A Hamtramck School
Boardmember who was
booted out of his seat lost
his bid to regain it – twice.
Wayne County Circuit

He said the barbershop
used to make $900 $1,000 per week, but with
the project ongoing it
barely broke $250 a week.
Mohamed Isaa of Zaid

While residents are looking forward to a new sewer
line in the southend, several Jos. Campau businesses
said the construction cut into their profits.
Court Chief Judge Robert
Colombo rejected Mohammad Huda’s lawsuit – and
an appeal -- filed against
the school district after the
board determined his seat
was vacant because Huda
was not truly a resident of
the city.
That revelation came
after an investigation by
The Review over a year ago
detailed evidence that
Huda actually lived with his
wife in Warren.
The school district acted
on that report and hired a
private investigator, a former Hamtramck police officer, to dig further into his
residency.

Travel Inc. also experienced a huge hit. His business had been earning
$1,000 a week, but was
now collecting only $100.
n

Two city councilmembers’ hopes to climb the
political
ladder
were
dashed in a Primary Election.
Both
Councilmember
Anam Miah and Mohammed Hassan did
poorly in their attempts to
knock out their incumbent
office holders.
They didn’t even do well
among Hamtramck voters.
Like many other communities, the election did not

About 50 homeowners protested the city’s new housing assessments. They said their yearly property tax
bill doubled and in some cases tripled.
What that investigator,
David Adamczyk, found out
was staggering.
Judge Colombo agreed
with the evidence presented in court and ruled
that Huda had committed
perjury when he filed to become a candidate for the
school board. Huda has not
been charged with perjury.

attract many voters. Hamtramck’s turnout was a little less than 1,000 –
which is not even 10 percent of the total number of
registered voters here.

Miah had the hardest
challenge in trying to unseat Wayne County Commissioner Martha Scott.
Scott has been in one or
another elected office
since the 1980s, making
her one of the most entrenched politicians in
Wayne County.
Scott left all of her challengers in the dust, finishing with over 4,000 votes
in her district.
Hassan finished fourth
out of seventh place in his
bid to unseat State Rep.
Rose Mary Robinson, who
also easily beat her challengers with 3,249 votes.
Hassan said he wasn’t
surprised by the result because he did not campaign.
“But people still voted
for me,” he said.
As for his future plans,
he said he was staying
local.
“My focus is on the
Hamtramck city mayor,” he
said. “The people told me
to do it, to focus on Hamtramck.”
He will have his chance
to test out that theory this
coming year.

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Vigil Family Mass (English) ............4:00 pm
Solemn Midnight Mass (Polish & English) ............................................12:00 am
Preceeded by the singing of Christmas Carols ......................................11:30 pm
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day Mass (Polish & English) ............9:30 am
Saturday, December 31 - New Year's Eve Mass (English)....................5:30 pm
Sunday, January 1 - New Years Day, Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God - Mass (English) ..............................................................8:00 am
Solemnity of Mary (Polish) ......................................................................9:30 am
Saturday, January 7 - Mass (English) ................................................5:30 pm
Sunday, January 8
Feast of the Epiphany (Three Kings) Mass (English)................................8:00 am
Mass (Polish) ........................................................................................9:30 am
Blessed chalk and Incense available

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Get Out on the Hamtown!
New!
Individual Eyelashes • Eyebrow Waxing
Facial Hair Removal

n

Over 40 years ago hundreds of African-American
residents accused Hamtramck officials of targeting their neighborhoods for
housing demolition in
order to kick them out of
the city.
The residents filed a
class action lawsuit, and
they eventually agreed to a
settlement with the city.
Flash forward to today
and a number of descendants of the plaintiffs who
purchased a house from
the settlement agreement
once again accused the
city of singling them out.
About 30 of the homeowners complained that
within the last two years
the city increased their
house assessments by
double or triple.
That meant for some of
them their property taxes
had gone up from $1,200

We Cater to All Women

Hiring Licensed
Nail Techs and Hair Stylists
Eye Palace
Eye Palace Express

Open Wednesday-Saturday
Corner of Conant & Holbrook

9301 Conant • Hamtramck • (313) 965-1111

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist
• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

Continued on page 4

10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

313-872-1988

AUGUST
While a new southend
sewer was eagerly anticipated by residents, the
project proved to be an
economic stinker for some
Jos. Campau businesses.
The Review caught up
with Ali Mohammed who
worked at the Yemeni Barbershop
He said he often sat in
his shop on Joseph Campau and Council St. for
hours, waiting for customers. Sometimes he fell
asleep waiting for customers, but they rarely
came because the street
was torn up and blocked
off.

Jan. 14 - Soup Kitchen, 2-4 pm
Feb. 11 - Soup Kitchen, 2-4 p.m.
Thank you for Christmas
toy donations
We collected 90 toys for
Friendship House children

`

Assorted Coffee
Cakes • Honey or Rum
Babka • Over 30
Varieties of Assorted
Cookies • Chrusciki
• Kolackzi • Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed
& Walnut Rolls
• Cheesecakes
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a year to over $2,000.
“This just doesn’t seem
right,” said Lemuel Sawyer,
whose mother was one of
the original plaintiffs in the
housing case. “It makes
us want to fight.”
Many of those protesting
the assessment increase
insist they were being singled out and once again
being set up to get kicked
out of the city.
“You are trying to take
our houses through trickery,” said Sawyer.
But city officials insisted
there was no trick involved.
City Manager Katrina
Powell said the new assessments were part of a
citywide re-assessment.
For the first time in almost 50 years the city was
undertaking this massive
project thanks to a recent
grant.
n

Hamtramck continued to
be a magnet for mural
artists.
The latest to join in the
street art movement was
Gerrit Fischer of Hamburg,
Germany.
He created two murals
on the Conant viaduct and
another at the Jos. Campau viaduct.
The west side of the Conant mural emphasizes
the city’s cultural diversity,
showing a depiction of an
Eastern European child, an
Arabic woman, an AfricanAmerican man and an Arabic male.
Also painted on that side
is a message of unity.
“Laughing knows no nation. Tears know no border.
Culture is different. But the
heart is the same place.”
Fischer goes by the
moniker “Brozilla” and
spent two weeks here at
Popps Packing as an artist
in residence.
He told The Review that
he had seen the previous
murals in the city back in
Germany and that inspired
him to visit.
“It looked so exciting,”
he said.
n

If you purchase a home
in Hamtramck it’s pretty
much sold “as is.”
City Manager Katrina
Powell wanted to change
that to require homeowners to first get a city inspection of the outside of
their dwelling before selling
it.
But that plan came to a

dead halt at a city council
meeting.
Councilmembers Anam
Miah, Mohammed Hassan, Abu Musa and Saad
Almasmari
all
voted
against the proposal.
They said it would hamper the selling of houses.
“This will make buying
and selling houses more
expensive,” said Almasmari.
Miah said it was “unrealistic” to demand homeowners to get everything
up to code. He said many
of the houses here are upwards of being 100 years
old. He said just about
every house in the city has
something that needs to
be repaired.
City Manager Powell insisted the ordinance was
needed to keep the housing stock in good shape
and safe for residents.
Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski, who was in favor
of the proposal, was more

complaints filed and more
were expected.
The spokesperson could
not release details about
the complaints, but confirmed it had to do with the
housing lawsuit.

SEPTEMBER
Homeowners who were
claiming the city violated a
development deal that
freezes their property assessments took their complaint to the state.
The homeowners had
been taking their complaint to city council meetings for three meetings in
a row. They were told at all
the meetings the city’s
legal team was researching the matter.
Some of the homeowners didn’t find that satisfactory and filed a
complaint with the Michigan Civil Rights Commission.
A
Commission
spokesperson confirmed
that there were 14 official

a colleague at U of DMercy.
That conversation turned
into the creation of a Little

n

The city’s summer-long
road repair program was
sometimes a bumpy ride
for residents.
For several weeks residents living near Casmere
between Jos. Campau and
Gallagher had to endure
being blocked off.
Casmere was milled
down but it took several
weeks before it was
repaved.
Dave Ellington, who lives
on Klinger near Casmere,
said he was initially upset
because he and other
neighbors never received
notice of the street being
closed for the milling part
of the project.
“Nobody said anything
was going to happen,”

Stuart Tucker (middle) was instrumental in establishing a Little Library at Dickinson Elementary School.

Ellington said. “They just
blocked off the street.”
A disturbing crime trend
popped up.
In two separate incidents, a group of males,
described as African-Americans in their early 20s,
robbed people at gunpoint.
Police Chief Anne Moise
said there was no indication the robberies were
committed by the same
suspects.
“These street robberies
often appear to be a crime
of opportunity,” Moise
said. “The suspects appear to come across unsuspecting victims that
may be approaching their
vehicles or residences.
Citizens are advised to
please be aware of their
surroundings and report
any suspicious behavior.”
The police investigation
never led to arrests.

Some folks recognize a
need but don’t do anything
about it. That wasn’t the
case for longtime Hamtramck resident Stuart
Tucker, who saw a need
and ended up making a
real difference for a lot of
Hamtramck children.
During Reading Month,
Tucker and others volunteered to read to students
at Dickinson West Elementary school. Tucker enraptured a class of first
graders, and he walked
away impressed.
“I was really amazed at
the enthusiasm of the
kids,” Tucker said.
Their enthusiasm became Tucker’s inspiration.
He soon found himself in
the position of matchmaker when he had an impromptu conversation with

n

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday 10am-2pm
Saturday 9am-1pm

n

Library at Dickinson West.
There are now about 200
books there that the students can take home and
read.
At an opening for the library, Stuart was amazed
by the reaction of students.
“They were touching the
books. Their eyes were on
them,” Tucker said. “It was
really cool. The whole energy and vibe of the school
was so cool.”
n

A hit-and-run accident involving a state trooper took
a strange Hamtramck
twist.
Essadik Ayoub, 23, of
Hamtramck, apparently
grew impatient with a traffic tie-up where the accident took place at I-94 and
8 Mile and rode his motorcycle through the accident
scene as troopers were
conducting their investigation.
No one was hurt in that
incident, but Ayoub’s transgression then lead to a
high-speed police chase –
at times reaching 140
miles per hour. The chase
went from St. Clair Shores
up to Royal Oak where
troopers ended their pursuit because it became
too dangerous.
However, troopers had
the plate number of the
bike, which led to Ayoub’s
residence on Edwin.
When troopers arrived
Ayoub refused to answer
the door or come out.
Troopers waited for three
hours before a search warrant was issued. Once they
were armed with the warrant officers forced their
way in.
Ayoub was arrested without incident and later

— Dr. Myron Lederman —

Most Insurances Accepted

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
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Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

• All porcelain crowns,
bridges and veneers.
• Root Canal Treatment
including wisdom teeth.
• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.
• Invisible Dura flex
dentures and partials.
• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea
treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

charged with fleeing and
eluding (a felony), refusing
to be fingerprinted and
driving on a suspended license.
A
state
police
spokesman said Ayoub refused to be fingerprinted
because he claimed to be
a “sovereign citizen” who
does not recognize the authority of the state police.

OCTOBER

students at a pace that
could have forced the closing of some schools.
That was not the case
for this year. In fact, a different problem emerged:
Finding classroom space
to accommodate a huge
influx of students.
A large number of the
new students came to this
country to escape ongoing
bombing happening in
Yemen and Syria.
An early count of students showed there were
at least 100 more students this year compared
to last year.
That number later increased by another 186
students.
District Superintendent
Tom Niczay said many of
the new students presented one more challenge to the district:
teaching them how to read
and speak English.

German artist Gerrit Fischer created murals on Conant and Jos. Campau celebrating Hamtramck’s ethnic diversity.
direct.
“The city didn’t pull this
out of its ass,” she said.

n

It was not long ago the
Hamtramck Public School
District feared it was losing

Cont. from page 3

Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

The city got a new tool to
fight blight, thanks to two
new programs involving a
landbank agreement with
Wayne County and the
newest one that hooks up
with a state landbank.
In the coming months
the city plans to raze 20
blighted structures.
The new deal with the
landbanks cuts the red
tape surrounding properties with complex ownership questions.
An added benefit for the
city is it doesn’t cost anything to have the houses
demolished. The landbank
takes care of that. The only
cost is a $500 filing fee for
each structure.
There was also another
program the city became
part of to further fight
blight.
A pilot program allowed
the city to purchase
houses up for auction by
Wayne County. The houses
were part of the countywide auction of properties
that had been foreclosed
because property taxes
had not been paid.
The new program allows
the city to grab the houses
before they go to auction.
The city can now resell
the houses to developers
who will be required to fix
them up and sell them to
people who will actually
live in them.
“This way,” said Kathy
Angerer, the Director of
Community and Government Affairs, “it’ll raise the
neighborhood’s property
value.”
n

Hamtramck’s police and
fire departments hosted
their annual open house.
The 5th Annual Public
Safety Day was held in
front of city hall and in
Zussman Park during a
Saturday afternoon.
Fire trucks and police vehicles were on display and
kids were invited to climb
inside them.
The highlight of the day
was tug-of-war between
firefighters and police officers. And for the first time
ever, the firefighters won,
maybe thanks to about a
dozen kids who joined in
on the fun.
n

Hamtramck 31st District
Court Judge Alexis Krot
was on the job for only six
weeks and already she
had big plans.
Krot was appointed by
Gov. Rick Snyder to take
over the judicial role in the
court after Paul Paruk resigned to take on a new
job with the State
Supreme Court in an administrative position.
Krot is 38 years old and
lives in Hamtramck. Her
roots run deep in the city.
Her father owns and operContinued on page 5
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ates Krot Funeral Home,
one of only two funeral
homes that remain in business here in the city.
Prior to her new role, she
had been the city prosecutor and a magistrate for
the court.
Krot met with The Review to talk about her experience and plans for the
court.
Right off the bat she was
excited to promote her
plan to hold night court on
the evenings that the city
council meets in city hall,
which is the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the
month.
“Not everybody has paid
time off from their job,”
she said. “People have to
miss work so we’re opening up the schedule.”

than its fair share of lawsuits. Or so city officials
have complained over the
years.
In the past year alone
the city was served with
three lawsuits involving a
police undercover investigation into a local tire
shop. In total, the city was
currently defending 13 lawsuits.
The issue caught the attention of the city’s Receivership
Transition
Advisory Board at its
monthly meeting.

who end up paying these
lawsuits are often homeowners in the form of a
court-ordered tax.

NOVEMBER
Leading up to the November Presidential Election,
Donald
Trump
claimed the election was
rigged.
He won the election, but
Hamtramck City Clerk August Gitschlag took umbrage over the accusation.
“Every community Elec-

n

Hamtramck was abuzz
with music, art and theater
on one Saturday afternoon
and night.
It was not only a perfect,
sunny day for football, it
was also the setting for the
annual Hamtramck Neighborhood Arts Festival.
Walking in just about any
part of the city you could
catch musicians playing on
their porches, or artists
welcoming you to visit their
studios.
Over at “Hamtramck Disneyland” you could even
catch an opera.
At night, the city’s bars
were bustling with festivalgoers celebrating another
successful year.
n

It’s no secret that Hamtramck – and cities in general – is a target for
lawsuits every year.
For a city that is only 2
square miles, Hamtramck
has long attracted more

Not everyone was pleased with Donald Trump winning the Presidential Election. A number of residents
hit the streets to protest against Trump’s anti-immigrant policies.
The board was set up by
Gov. Rick Snyder to oversee all financial decisions
in the city until local control
is re-established.
City Attorney Travis Mihelick presented a list of lawsuits the city was facing at
this time, and conceded
the city seems to be a
magnet.
“(It’s) one of the most litigious little communities
I've ever seen in my life,”
Mihelick said.
The chairman of the
RTAB Deborah Roberts
joked that the city “must
have a large checkbook.”
Unfortunately, the city
doesn’t have that kind of a
checkbook. The people

tion Commission in Michigan holds a Public
Accuracy Test to verify the
tabulators are working
properly,” Gitschlag said in
an email.
“The day and time of the
test is published and they
are open to the public.
Michigan is a paper ballot
state, so there is always a
voted-on piece of paper
sealed in a case as
backup.”
Trump supporters were
claiming non-citizens were
going to vote and others
would use the names of
deceased voters to inflate
the vote for Democratic
challenger Hillary Clinton.
Gitschlag said there was

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PLAN COMMISSION
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
The Plan Commission will conduct a public meeting in the 2nd Floor Council
Chambers of Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline Street, Hamtramck, MI
48212, on January 11, 2017, at 6:30 p.m., to consider and afford the opportunity for input to be recorded on the requested preliminary site plan for new
construction on the premises described below. The public is invited to attend
and comment at the public meeting or to make written comments on or before
the date of the meeting. Written comments should be made to the attention
of Melanie A. Markowicz, City Planner, ATTN: Plan Commission, 3401 Evaline
Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212.
• PUBLIC MEETING – Preliminary Site Plan Review, Islamic Center of
Hamtramck, 11347 Joseph Campau, makes a request of the Plan
Commission for new construction.
PLEASE NOTE: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as
amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2) (3) and the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the Meeting to individuals
with disabilities at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice to the
City Clerk’s Office. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Hamtramck City Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s
Office at (313) 800-5233 x 343.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

no way either scenario
could play out.
“While we may have deceased individuals on the
voter rolls, it takes time for
that information to turn
around in the system.
Zero evidence exists that
any of them have ever attempted to vote,” he said.
As for non-citizens voting, Gitschlag had this to
say:
“Two or three times a
year the Clerk’s Office is
contacted by Immigration
Services to inquire about a
green card holder showing
up as registered to vote,”
he said.
“In each and every instance, the individual was
registered inadvertently by
a local agency without the
individual’s knowledge. Not
one of them ever attempted to vote. If they
had, their green cards
would be revoked and they
would face immediate deportation. The costs far
outweigh any benefit.”
n

Two Commor St. residents were charged with
the death of a 16-monthold girl.
According to investigators and media reports,
Hamtramck officers responded to a 911 call
about a toddler having
breathing difficulties.
The mother of the child,
Asia Markham, was in
front of her house holding
her child, Amina Markham,
when officers arrived. The
girl did not respond to attempts to get her to
breathe.
The child was pronounced dead when she
arrived at Children’s Hospital in downtown Detroit.
As it turned out, the
cause of death was determined to be the result of
blunt force trauma.
No other details about
how the death occurred
were released. The mother
and her boyfriend were
charged with first degree
murder.
n

Two young men died
after their car slammed
into another car at Caniff
and Brombach.
The Hamtramck Police
Department declined to
give details about the incident because the matter
was still under investigation. But according to
other sources one man
was 19 years old and the
other was 20 years old.
Both were part of the
local Bangladeshi-American community.
n

Two incumbent school
boardmembers lost their
bid for re-election to two
newcomers in the November General Election.
The results also ushered
in a historical moment for
the school district and the

city: The new makeup of
the school board will now
consist of a Muslim majority.
That development mirrored what has happened
in the city council as well.
School Boardmembers
Hedy Shulgon, a 13-year
veteran, and Jackie Starr,
who had served for two
years, were ousted by
Moortadha Obaid and
Showkat Chowdhury.
Obaid had not run for office before but Chowdhury
had previously run for city
council without success.
Hamtramck has long
been known as a Polish
enclave, but the city’s population
makeup
has
changed dramatically toward those of the Muslim
faith in the last several
years.
On her Facebook page,
Starr thanked residents for
their support
“Thank you Hamtramck
Residents for entrusting
me with making very important decisions for your
children. I was honored to
serve you and the Hamtramck Public Schools,”
Starr said.
“I now turn my baton
over to Mr. Obeid and Mr.
Chowdhury. I congratulate
both gentlemen on a great
campaign and ask you to

Cont. from page 4

Federal election monitors were sent here as well
as to Detroit and Dearborn
Heights in case there were
attempts at voter intimidation. City Clerk August
Gitschlag said there were
no incidents during the
day.
The Hamtramck presidential results were:
Hillary Clinton (D): 5,307
Donald Trump (R): 709
Trump’s election had a
ripple effect throughout the
nation.
Like a number of other
communities, Hamtramck
joined them in protesting
the election of Trump as
president.
On a Monday evening, a
group of about 50 mostly
white folks in their 30s
gathered at Trowbridge and
Jos. Campau and marched
to a town hall meeting
being held at the public library.
Many carried signs saying such things as: “Love
& Equality 4 All”; “Muslims
Welcomed” and “We Care
For Our Muslim Neighbors.”
Protestors also wrote on
the sidewalk using chalk,
with one large message
saying: “We are one
human family.”
Organizer Adriene Avripas said she was moved

Michigan State Police arrested an Edwin resident for
leading officers on a high-speed motorcycle chase.
show them the same respect you have given me,
during my last two years
on the Hamtramck School
Board.”
n

In other election news,
Hamtramck voters overwhelmingly remained true
to their Democratic Party
roots and supported
Hillary Clinton for president.
Unfortunately for Clinton,
she didn’t receive enough
support nationwide to garner the Electoral College
votes needed to claim the
presidency. But she did
win the popular vote nationally by a margin of almost three million votes.
Her Republican challenger Donald Trump received 709 votes in
Hamtramck.
Hamtramck’s
voter
turnout was large, as expected. Some 6,226 voters participated, which
was more than 50 percent
of the registered voters.

to speak out because of
Trump’s comments on immigrants during his campaign rallies.
“I’ve been concerned
about Trump’s message of
hate,” she said. “When he
did win I was horrified.”
Co-organizer Joe Fournier
said he was also worried
about how young people
will interpret Trump’s win.
“I’m concerned about an
entire generation of fear
kids,” he said. “We need
to build a sense of solidarity.”
n

To no one’s surprise, an
engineering study on the
condition of the city’s alleys proved most of them
are in terrible condition.
“But at least we have a
plan to move forward,”
said City Manager Katrina
Powell.
Fixing the alleys, though,
comes with a stiff price
tag. Powell said it would
cost a total of $12 million
Continued on page 6
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to repair all of them. Just
taking care of the “major”
alleys – such as the ones
that run parallel with Jos.
Campau and Conant -- will
cost $3 million.
Unlike road repairs, the
source of funding for the
project cannot be tapped
from a state grant the city
receives each year for just
road repairs.
Instead, the city will have
to dip into its budget surplus, now at about $3 million. However, Powell said
she has applied for a grant
tailor made for “distressed” cities.
We’re still waiting to hear
back on whether Hamtramck will get a grant.
n

For the first time in
decades, Hamtramck got a
new bike shop.
Detroit/
Wheelhouse
Hamtramck opened up at
the corner of Florian and
Jos. Campau.
“We just wanted to expand into a neighborhood
that needed a bike shop,”
Wheelhouse employee Tatiana Pastor said. “We’re
proud to be in Hamtramck.
We love Hamtramck and
we’re just really excited to
be there.”

Wheelhouse specializes
in American-made retail,
urban biking and bike
equipment that can’t be
easily found, Pastor said.
“Mostly North American
products that you can’t buy
anywhere else,” Pastor
said.

equality and dignity of all
people, including immigrants.
“We recognize that immi-

are working together to
maximize opportunities to
build mutual respect. We
are pleased to be a receiv-

n

Hamtramck officially announced it’s a city that welcomes immigrants.
The city issued a press
release to underscore its
position in light of comments made by PresidentElect Donald Trump about
immigrants and banning
Muslims from entering the
country.
“The City of Hamtramck
is a community that supports locally-driven efforts
to create a more welcoming, immigrant-friendly environment for all our
residents and visitors,” the
press release said.
The press release went
on to say:
“As a longtime member
of ‘Welcoming Michigan,’
our city supports those values that promote the advancement of the basic
principles upon which the
United
States
was
founded, establishing the

An engineering study proved what most residents already know: most of the city’s alleys are in poor
shape.
grants are fellow human
beings and reject the use
of dehumanizing language.
We strive to promote the
positive contributions that
immigrants make in our
city and the overall positive
effects of immigration on
our community.
“We are committed to
raising the level of public
discourse concerning the
attitudes towards immigrants and immigration.
“Our local government
and community leaders

ing community that welcomes and embraces
immigrants, as well as
refugees, and fosters an
inclusive environment essential to growth.”
n

The anti-Trump movement in Hamtramck continued.
Hamtramck High School
students held a march and
rally to push back on
Trump’s anti-immigrant positions he promoted during
the campaign season.

A handful of students
braved the cold and wind
to march from the high
school to Veterans Memorial Park where several students and guests spoke
out against Trump’s plan to
deport immigrants – especially student immigrants.
Hamtramck is home to a
large population of students from Bangladesh,
Yemens and Bosnia.
“Today Hamtramck has
proved once again that we
all stand together for the
present and for the future,”
said rally organizer Tahmim
Siddiquee.
“Today Hamtramck has
displayed what America
looks like. A place for immigrants to feel safe, a
place for people from all
parts of the world to live together in unity and peace,
and a place for people to
follow any religion of their
choice.”
n

It’s been years since
Hamtramck had its own
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People) chapter.
But that was about to
change, said Darla Swint.

Cont. from page 5

She and others were attempting to reactivate the
chapter by getting the word
out and signing up 50 people to become members.
“There’s a need for the
NAACP to step in,” said
Swint, who cited current issues of slum landlords
and people dislocated
from housing through foreclosures.

DECEMBER
The presidential election
wasn’t quite over yet.
Hamtramck City Clerk
August Gitschlag was gearing up to work extra hours
for a county-wide recount
of the election.
The
recount
was
prompted by Green Party
presidential candidate Jill
Stein. Although Stein received only 1.2 million
votes nationwide and
stood no chance of winning the election in the recount, she said the
recount was being done for
another purpose: to ensure the integrity of the
election process.
Republicans called it a
Continued on page 8

Coming events
SATURDAY, Jan. 14, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall. Drop off your
recyclables for free.

Leaders

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Commercial
Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified
Agent

11112 Lorman Dr.
Sterling Heights
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JohnUlaj@comcast.net

4-Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath Colonial
Located near 15 Mile & Van Dyke
1900 sq. ft, High-Efficiency Furnace with
Central Air. Move-In Ready!
Includes Stove & Refrigerator.
Keys at Closing!

$179,900

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Call Dan Today!
Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

Certified
Residential
Specialist

DiamondRealty and Associates

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger

8625 Jos. Campau

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration
Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill can be heard
every Thursday at 11:00 am-11:15 am.

Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Multi-Family Homes
2429 Faber - $69,900 PRICE REDUCED!
2653 Edwin - $74,900
Vacant Land
LOT 19 Masters Drive, Metamora, .71 acres $35,900
Sutton Rd., Dryden, 2.52 acres - $29,900 NEW!
Chalet Rd., Dryden Twp - 10 acres - $124,900 - NEW!
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres $299,900
1108 Christine Dr., Lapeer - $74,900 - NEW!
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay City, 2.53 acres - $39,900
Dryden
4347 Grove - $199,900 - NEW!
4261 Crawford Rd. - $329,900 - PRICE
REDUCED!

Shelby Twp.
53125 Bruce Hill - Lease - $1650./Mo.
Goodland Twp.
2575 N. Van Dyke Rd. - $319,900 - PENDING!
Lapeer
2445 Hunters Creek Rd. - $299,000 SOLD!
Lapeer Twp.
508 W. Sutton Rd. - $330,000 - PENDING!
Warren
26732 Patricia - $98,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Addison Twp.
2574 Lake George Rd. - $449,900 PENDING!
Metamora
4067 River Street - $149,900 NEW!!

Land Contracts
Available on Many
of my properties!
3027 Trowbridge St.

$99,000
5 bedrooms, 2 full baths,
full basement

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

12875 St. Louis, 2 br.
upper and 2 br. lower, living, dining, bath, large
units, full basement with
lower unit, call Palo or Dianne, 248-659-2278,
248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, Danforth,
lower unit, living, dining,
kitchen, fresh paint,
ready to move in,
$600/mo. + deposit,
313-712-6021. 1/6

Hamtramck area, 2 Br.
upper,
completely renoDetroit (Lodge/Davison
area), lower flat, nice vated, $650/month + sequiet street, nice 2 br., curity, 313-933-9727. 1/13
new windows, semi-renoROOM
vated bathroom, large
FOR RENT
kitchen, large front
non-smoking,
porch, $525/mo., call Prefer
$450/mo.
+
deposit, furMike, 313-516-5178.
nished, kitchen privi12/30
leges, utilities included,
Hamtramck, Holmes St., internet access, 3132 br., bonus room, lower 434-9759. 1/20
flat, includes refrigerator,
TOWNHOUSE
stove, no pets, no acFOR RENT
cess to basement, tenant pays own utilities, Warren, 10 Mile + De$650/mo. + 1 ½ mo. quindre, 3 br. townhouse,
sec. dep., MPM, 248- 1 ½ bath, living, dining,
268-8700 ext. 0 or call family rm., full basement,
248-579-3872. 1/6
$1100/mo., water and
appliances included, 313712-6021. 1/6

Phone (313) 874-2100

HOUSE FOR RENT

18666 Jos Campau, Detroit 3 bedroom remodeled,
$550/mo
+
utilities. 313-790-5946
12/30

parked car and fled the
scene.
• A man reported he
was assaulted by someTuesday, December 20 one he knows.
• A Belmont resident
• A Zinow resident reported someone broke reported his car was
into his car and stole his damaged.
• Officers confiscated
wallet. Several hours
after making that report, a handgun for safekeephis wallet was returned ing during a traffic stop.
• A resident reported
by a Highland Park police officer. The wallet someone had been takwas found in a Sears ing money out of his
bank account without
store in Highland Park.
• A Detroit resident his permission.
was arrested for attempting to pass a bad Friday, December 23
• A resident in the
check.
12000 block of SelfWednesday, December ridge reported she was a
victim of domestic vio21
• There was no inci- lence.
• At about 12:30 a.m.
dent report available for
a Detroit resident was
this date.
arrested after a traffic
Thursday, December 22 stop for drunk driving.
• At about 3:30 a.m.
• A resident was arrested after a traffic three Detroit residents
stop for possessing nar- were arrested after attempting to break into a
cotics.
• A resident was ar- pharmacy in the 9800
rested after assaulting block of Conant.
• A business in the
three women while in
the 11700 block of 10200 block of Jos.
Campau reported a
Mitchell.
• A resident in the break-in.
• A missing child
3300 block of Doremus
reported his ex-girlfriend came with her mother to
attempted to run him the police station to reover. The resident said port her return.
• A Lehman resident
that he jumped out of
the way and his ex-girl- reported someone stole
friend then struck a an item from her car.
By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Dec. 20-25.

CONDO
FOR SALE

Harrison Cove off Jefferson, 25959 Waterway,
clubhouse, pool, end
unit, built in 2003,
vaulted ceiling, 2 BR
condo for sale. Roofed
balcony faces Lake, fireplace, attached garage.
313-354-2495. 1/6
BUSINESS SPACE
FOR RENT

Jean’s Bar, business
space available, license
sold, may be available in
January, leave a message, will call back, 248835-9243. 12/30
HELP WANTED

Amana Graphics, experience in graphic design,
313-721-0902, or amana
graphics@gmail.com. 12/30

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon
$20 for one week
$25 for two weeks
• $40 for four weeks

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to classify, revise or reject any classified advertisement.

(313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad
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• A Troy resident reported that while she
was in the parking lot at
Jos. Campau and Holbrook, a man approached
her
and
grabbed her purse. The
suspect then ran away.
• A Detroit resident reported her daughter was
struck in the head while
other students were
fighting inside Caniff Liberty Academy.
• An Evaline resident
reported someone broke
out two windows in the
back of their house.
Saturday, December 24
• At 11:30 p.m. an
Ann Arbor resident reported being assaulted
in the area of Jos. Campau and Holbrook by a
man she knows.
• A resident in the
12000 block of Lumpkin
reported a break-in.
• A business owner in
the 9300 block of Jos.
Campau reported a
break-in.
• A resident in the
12000 block of Moran
reported the theft of two
catalytic convertors from
his cars.
• A resident in the
2600 block of Caniff reported a break-in.
Sunday, December 25
• A Grand Haven resident
reported
that
someone broke the window on her door.

Service Directory
HEATING & COOLING

6/30/13

We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,
Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN SERVICES

10% OFF

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Ask for Details

Service
Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Installation
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Repairs
Since 1965.
Fast Same Day Service
• Licensed & Insured
Radio Dispatched
• Residential & Commercial

Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job Installation or Repair

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913

Not to be combined with any other offer.

FREE ESTIMATES

IN “VINCE” ABLE
PAINTING

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts

MASTER PLUMBER

Free Estimates

LICENSED & INSURED

Vince

AVAILABLE 24/7

586-838-7598

EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

Let Our Service Directory Do the Work
For You! Call Dave (313) 874-2100
www.waterworkplumbing.com

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

PAINTING

Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

12/30/16

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

POWDER COATING

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

Friday, December 30, 2016

Hamtramck Review

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

Phone (313) 874-2100

Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

69 29

$

$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

!!!!!!!!!!!!
!
!
!
!!!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
!
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T H E AV E R A G E A D U L T I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your
FREE private implant consultation.

KK Dr. Kabra
PEARL DENTAL
CALL NOW 313.870.9423

Year in Review: Part two of
our look back at 2016

Cont. from page 6

We Fix
Phones!

!

!
!
!
!
!

9118 JOSEPH CAMPAU
HAMTRAMCK MI 48212

313-874-2272
Get Out on the Hamtown!

H CONSIGNMENT H WE BUY, SELL & TRADE
9528 Jos Campau • Hamtramck
Tuesday - Saturday - 11:00 am to 6:00 pm
Closed Christmas Day - Re-Opened Jan. 10 (winter vacation)

MoMAnDPoPToysHoP@yAHoo.CoM

waste of time and money.
Democratic presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton
told media outlets that she
backed the recount to "ensure that it is fair to all
sides."
Trump’s margin of victory
was razor thin in Michigan
– beating Clinton by a little
over 10,000 votes.
As it turned out, the recount was called off, and
the election results remained the same.
n

The removal of four large
trees
on
Prescott
prompted concern from
residents and some city officials over the city’s policy
on taking down trees.
Public Works Director
Mark Ragsdale was grilled
at a city council work session about the matter.
Feeling a bit on the defensive, he stressed over
and over that “We don’t
take down healthy trees.”
He said there are mainly
two types of trees that are
removed: those with roots
that lift up sidewalk slabs
and those that are diseased or rotting inside.
In the case of tree roots
raising a sidewalk, the city
will determine if the tree
can be saved by just cutting back its roots. Sometimes, that option won’t
work and the tree has to
come down.
Ragsdale said that another reason to remove a
tree is something you can’t
see from the street. He
said it’s not uncommon for
a tree to start rotting from
the inside way on top.

The lower part of the tree
may be fine, but Ragsdale
said the city can’t wait for
the tree to become vulnerable to a high wind and
crash down.
“What if it fell and killed
a child?” Ragsdale said.
n

Public
Hamtramck
School district was about
to get a major financial
boost.
A little-noticed tax proposal on the Nov. 8 ballot
in Wayne County communities – including Hamtramck – managed to
squeak by and will now
pump several million dol-

You left us a year ago, but I talk to you every day.
You are gone but not forgotten in my heart.
Love always,
Wayne and Marlene, Mike, Sandy and the Metalski/Mitchell family.

n

The year ended with the
sad news that a longtime
public servant, Alan Shulgon, died.
During his 70 years here
in Hamtramck, Mr. Shulgon
had worn many hats.
He was a Hamtramck police officer, a detective, a
school
boardmember,
president of the Housing
Commission and a mem-

The city’s tree removal policy was a point of contention among some city officials.
lars into Hamtramck’s public schools.
Hamtramck is slated to
receive an additional $1.1
million each year for the
next six years.
Superintendent
Tom
Niczay said the millage
money can be used by
county districts as each
“district sees fit.”
In Hamtramck, it’s going
to be used in several
areas.
“Hamtramck
Public
Schools is looking to bolster English Language
Learners programming and
staffing, expand facilities
at the Kosciuszko campus
and repair and improve facilities throughout Hamtramck Public Schools with
the money generated by
the enhancement millage,”
Niczay told The Review.

ber of city council. He also
worked as a Health Care
Fraud investigator for the
State of Michigan – a job
he had for many years and
was still employed at.
Mayor Karen Majewski
said Mr. Shulgon was “one
of the people who first introduced me to Hamtramck politics.”

Anyone who had been
waiting to open a marijuana dispensary in Hamtramck will have to wait at
least ano---ther year.
The state legislature
passed a new law that revamps the 2008 law allowing the use of marijuana
for approved medical purposes.
Locally, that required city
councilmembers to wipe
the slate clean here by repealing a previous ordinance
regulating
dispensaries. That action
allowed them to adopt a
new ordinance that is in
line with the new state law.
The new law imposes a

“Though we sometimes
disagreed strongly on issues, he could always be
trusted as a man of honor
who followed his convictions and did what he
judged best for the city. He
was compassionate towards animals -- which
says a lot about a person.
… I will always remember
Al with respect and affection,” Majewski said.

n

In Memory
of
Victoria Metalski

tax on the sale of medical
marijuana and allows the
city to collect yearly operating fees.
City officials have yet to
designate where dispensaries can operate.

Longtime public servant
Alan Shulgon died in December.

Well that wraps up the year
2016. From what we can
tell, the new year promises
to be jam-packed with
news. Happy New Year,
everyone.

