“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

$ 00
$ 99

4
9

Make
sure your
heart is
happy
AND
healthy.

GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS

90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available.
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

www.sav-mor.com

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100
Volume 9 No. 48
Like
Us On:
December 8, 2017

50¢

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

Election
investigation
is ongoing

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

Study gets underway to bring
historic baseball stadium back to use
Quick Hits
The Hamtramck Police Department has a
timely reminder for
shoppers this holiday
season:
Don’t leave valuables
out in the open inside
your car while out shopping or visiting the city.
Every week the department receives reports of items being
stolen from inside cars.
In recent weeks that
has included guns.
Another item frequently stolen from unattended
cars
is
cellphones. In a posting
on the department’s
Facebook page, the list
also includes: wallets,
purses, laptop computers and GPS devices.
“It is best to take
them with you after you
park your vehicle. If for
some reason you cannot,” the department
advises, “please secure
them in your trunk.
Thieves look for these
items to steal as they
walk by your vehicle.”

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s historic
baseball stadium will
now get a thorough review on how to go about
restoring it.
The city recently hired
SmithGroupJJR to conduct the study, thanks to
a $50,000 grant from
the National Park Service.
The stadium, located
in Veterans Park, is
listed with the National
Register of Historic
Places.
The stadium was built
in 1930 and was home
to the Detroit Stars,
which was part of the
Negro National League.
That was back in the day
when African-Americans
were barred from playing
for Major League teams.
Legendary
players
such as Satchel Paige
and Turkey Stearnes
played here. Ty Cobb of
the Tigers even threw

A study is now underway to determine what has to be done to restore the baseball stadium in Veterans Memorial Park. The city is paying for the study through
a $50,000 grant from the National Parks Service.

out the pitch at the stadium. There is a photo of
this at the Hamtramck
Historical Museum.
The stadium is one of
few surviving structures
that served the Negro
League.
The stadium was later

used by high school
teams until about the
1980s when it was
abandoned. Its historical
significance was not
known until several
years ago.
There is a volunteer
group of preservation-

ists, Friends of Historic
Hamtramck
Stadium,
working to raise money
to renovate the stadium
and its grounds.
The plan is to not only
bring back baseball, but
also turn the site into a
Continued on page 2

Quote of
the week …

2017: A year of adventures
close to home

Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

By Walter Wasacz
As 2017 winds down I
thought it would be fun to
think about some of the
adventures and ideas
that made their way into
this column this year.
It’s also an opportunity
to put a finer point on
what I’m doing, to ask my-

“This is only
putting a black
mark on our
community.”

The annual Paczki Day Run is one of the many attractions Hamtramck offers that helps attract visitors
and people to move here.

345 E 9 Mile Rd
Ferndale
248-291-6160

en
Chick es
& Waﬄ

$ 99

6

WE CATER!
Gift Certiﬁcates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

Gyro, p
Po
Fries &

$ 99

7

self what are my motivations, what outcomes do I
seek from this practice?
Am I succeeding in telling
a story that opens doors
for readers into new
worlds? Isn't that what all
writers should aim to do?
I went back to the origiContinued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
It could be several
weeks before the state
police wrap up their investigation into alleged
election fraud.
Michigan State Police
spokesman Lt. Mike
Shaw told The Review recently the investigation
is still ongoing, and that
it will be up to a prosecutor, in this case the
state Attorney General’s
Office, to decide if there
is enough evidence to
file charges.
“This is going to be a
very intensive investigation,” Shaw told The Review over a month ago.
No arrests have been
made so far.
It is believed the investigation involves, at
least in part, the illegal
handling of absentee
ballots.
That issue is no
stranger to Hamtramck
elections.
Back in 2014 four
people, all BangladeshiAmericans,
were
charged with felony
counts of illegally handling absentee ballots.
All four pled guilty to
the charges but none received
prison
sentences.
At a city council meeting several weeks ago
council candidate Nayeem Choudhury talked
about his father being
pulled over by investigators and having items
taken from his car.
Choudhury’s business
on Conant was also
searched by investigators.
Choudhury told councilmembers that he will
Continued on page 6
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Stop in for a
Smoothie!

Partial proceeds being
donated to Gilda’s Club
www.thepolishmuslims.com
Join us on facebook

2

Hamtramck Review

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, December 8, 2017

Study gets underway to 2017: A year of adventures close to home
bring historic baseball Continued from front page
nal articles, reviewing my winter walkers every year, “hardware” and “soft- future columns.
stadium back to use
own thoughts over the a great sign that people ware” comes from British
In other columns I went
Continued from front page

multi-purpose facility.
That includes having
public events hosted
there and other sport activities, such as cricket.
“SmithGroupJJR brings
great expertise to the
project, especially as it
relates to programming
for multiple recreational
uses, urban park plan-

ning, architectural drawings and renderings, and
identifying opportunities
for creative design and
sustainability within a
historic landscape and
structure,” said Hamtramck City Planner
Melanie Markowicz in a
press release.

Get rid of the toxic substances in your
liver and kidneys!
Lose weight and get fit!
Our 30 day program can change your
life, we will teach you how to do it
Some insurances will pay for your program

Spend 10 hours with
our counselors and we
will give you a 30-day
food supply absolutely

HealthAndNutritions.org

FREE!
CALL TODAY for
an appointment
(248) 246-6355

HEALTH & NUTRITIONS, LLC

9740 Conant at Evaline, Hamtramck
We speak Arabic, Polish & Russian

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in
The Review
Call (313) 874-2100

past 12 months, seeking
answers to those questions. I thought it would
be a good exercise to revisit columns I’ve written,
adding fresh comments
that might bring greater
clarity to my words.
I began my column
called “Strolling into
memories” like this:
“One of the top destinations for my walks, which
I call adventures close to
home, is my own memory.
As my body glides through
neighborhood streets in
the here and now, internally I find connections to
other times throughout
my life that I've traveled
these same routes. I give
no conscious direction to
these thoughts and feelings, they just appear and
disappear with the pace
of my walk. The longer
and farther I go, the richer
and clearer my remembrances.”
This one is simple,
which should be every
writer's goal. The key
word here is “connections.” If we can achieve
this by walking (in this
case a metaphor for moving our bodies naturally
through our daily lives)
the better off we are.
This is from “End of
winter walking” published
last March:
“People were on the
streets, in the alleys,
walking to their destinations. I see more end of

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
M-F 10am-6pm www.AzaalPharmacy.com

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
9834 Conant • Hamtramck DROP OFF

are buying into Hamtramck as a place where
foot transit can be the
number one option. And
why not? The city has a
classic, yet simple early
20th century grid plan, a
design that makes it easy
for pedestrians to navigate any course of their
choice.”
This column included a
summary
of
events
(Paczki Day, the Paczki
Day run, Hamtramck
Music Festival) that take
place in the city every
year in February and
March, two months not
usually associated with
outdoor activity. Two contrasting ideas are featured here: one is the
“hardware” of the city, referring to the “classic, yet
simple early 20th century
grid”; but more importantly the “software” of
the place — the people
that organize the activities and the people that
participate in them. Both
equate to real assets, but
it is the latter that provides the juice, the reason Hamtramck has held
appeal to a wide range of
residents and visitors
throughout its history.
The notion of a city's

urbanist Charles Landry,
who wrote influential
books “The Creative City:
a Toolkit for Urban Innovators” and “The Art of City
Making.” More on him in

deeper into the “software” of city life, investigating both its heart and
soul.
In “Walkable radicalizaContinued on page 6

Certified by the
State of Michigan
Serving the Community
Since 1997
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.
— Hamtramck —

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist
• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

Hamtramck Academy
11420 Conant St, Hamtramck, MI 48212-3134
313-368-7312 PHONE 313-477-2869 FAX
OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
Open enrollment for the 2018-2019 academic school year ends on
2/28/2018 at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades
K - 8 and can be obtained at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or by
calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications received during
open enrollment exceed available seats, a random-selection drawing will be
necessary. The drawing, if needed, will be held on 3/13/2018 at 1 p.m. in
the multipurpose room. Applications received after open enrollment will be
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats.
Waiting lists will be formed accordingly.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY
AS TO STUDENTS
Hamtramck Academy admits students of any race, color, and nationality or
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally
accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of intellectual or athletic abilities, measures of
achievement or aptitude, disability, status as a handicapped person,
homeless status, English proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or
national origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies and athletic or other school-administered programs.

Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

313-872-0021

Call for details

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza
A HUD High
Performer

• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

This week at the library...
ESL Class – Monday,
December 11, 9 a.m.
and noon, ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
ESL Class – Wednesday, December 13, 9
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
ESL Class – Friday, December 15, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
Santa at the Library –
Thursday, December 14

at 5 p.m. Get your photo
taken with Santa. Free
for all ages.
2018 Free Tax Services – Free service for
those whose annual
household income is
less than $54,000.
Monday, February 5 March 26, 10 a.m. 4p.m. Closed February
19, 2018. Call (734)
284-699 for an appointment.
ABCmouse.com -- Now
available at the Hamtramck Public Library,
ABCmouse.com is a free
digital learning resource
for children ages 2-8+

with more than 8,500
Learning Activities and
850 lessons, ABCmouse.com is the most
comprehensive
early
learning curriculum available online. Ask your library staff for more
details.
Michigan
Activity
Pass -- The pass will enable Library card holders
to obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating
cultural institutions. Ask
at the circulation desk
for more details.

For more information about events at the library
call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access
the online catalog. The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
Early Childhood Elementary School News
Early Childhood Elementary held an after
school program on Tuesday, November 28 entitled, “Vowel Tasting."
Mr. Jerome Helminiak,
second grade teacher,
and Ms. Janice Rakoczy,
first grade teacher, presented information on
how to reinforce the
building of words using
vowels.
Parents and students
worked together making
booklets, collages, puzzles, vowel sticks, writing stories and writing
words in shaving cream.
The afternoon was
capped off with various
foods reinforcing the medial short vowels.
Parents and students
took home the things
they made. Everyone
enjoyed themselves and
parents learned ways
they can help at home to
reinforce reading and
writing skills.
• Wednesday, December 20 -- Winter concert
at 9:30 a.m. in the gymnasium. All parents and

supporters are encouraged to attend.
Holbrook School News
• Thursday, December
14 -- Winter concert at 9
a.m. in the auditorium.
All parents and supporters are encouraged to
attend.
Dickinson West School
News
• Tuesday, December
19 -- Winter concert at
6:30 p.m. in the auditorium. All parents and
supporters are encouraged to attend.

All Schools
• Tuesday, December
12 -- End of progress report period #2.
• Wednesday, December 20 -- Progress Report #2 distributed.
• Saturday, December
23- January 7 -- No
school for students and
staff. Winter Break.
• Monday, January 8 -School resumes for all
students.
Athletic Events
• Friday, December 8 - JV Boys’ Basketball vs.
Taylor Kennedy at 5:30
p.m. Away.
• Friday, December 8 -

- HHS Varsity Boys’ Basketball
vs.
Taylor
Kennedy at 7 p.m. Away.
• Tuesday, December
12 -- JV Boys’ Basketball
vs. Cornerstone H&T at
5:30 p.m. Away.
• Tuesday, December
12 -- HHS Varsity Boys’
Basketball vs. Cornerstone H&T at 7 p.m.
Away.
• Wednesday, December 13 -- KMS Boys’ Basketball vs. Ecorse at
4:30 p.m. Home.
• Friday, December 15
-- JV Boys’ Basketball vs.
Davis Aerospace at 5:30
p.m. Home.
• Friday, December 15
-- HHS Varsity Boys’ Basketball vs. Davis Aerospace at 7 p.m.
Home.
• Saturday, December
16 -- HHS Varsity Boys’
Basketball vs. Ecorse
H.S. Tourney at 2 p.m.
and 3:45 p.m. Away.

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Dec. 8 - Solemnity of Conception of
BVM, Mass 7 pm
Dec. 9 - Soup Kitchen, 2-4pm
Dec. 10 - Mass 9am, Bake Sale 10am
We are an Active
Toy Drive Ends
Parish Serving the
Dec.
13
- Advent Mass, 7 pm
Community

Celebrating 95 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Compiled by
Janice Gandelman
Above and below: Scenes from a vowel game night
at the Early Childhood Elementary School.

Hamtramck Police
Department Auction

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

H EAL THCARE T HA T
F I T S Y OUR S CHEDULE

December 14, 2017 at
10:00 AM

B&T Towing
2411 Vinewood
Detroit, MI 48216
2005 Pont G6 4D 1G2ZH528854158042
1998 Fd Rang PU 1FTYR10C0WPB66642
1998 Suz Sdk SW JS3TD21V5W4101206
2007 Toy Cor 4D 1NXBR32E77Z892772
2000 Dod Dak PU 1B7GL22X7YS781627
2002 Dod Ram PU 1D7HU16N02J159314
2006 Pont G6 4D 1G2ZF55B864213992
1999 Pont G P 4D 1G2WJ52K2XF261810
1995 Pont G P 2D 1G2WJ12M0SF319416
2000 BMW 3234D WBAA3342YCA88407
2008 Ford Fus 4D 3FAHP08148R178710
1998 Toy Ava 4D 4T1BF18B6WU218136
2003 Chev Ven VAN 1GNDU03E93D267249
2008 Chev Imp 4D 2G1WT58KX81368943
2006 Suz GSX6F
CYJS1GN79A562104589
2001 Hy XG3L 4D KMHFU45D41A107710
1998 Toy Cam 4D 4T1BF28K5WU042511
1991 Nis Max 4D JN1HJ01PXMT582174
1997 Ford Exp SUV 1FMFU18L4VLC08516
1998 Toy Sien VAN 4T3ZF13C7WU055003
1994 Fd CWag SW 1FMEE11N4RHA71672
2000 Chev Imp 4D 2G1WF55E5Y9355640

Merry
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

Discover all the convenient ways you can connect with Henry Ford,
whether you Call, Click or Come In to see us. We offer early and late
appointments. The ability to message your doctor online. Same-day care.
9601 Joseph Campau St
Hamtramck, MI 48212
(313) 871-8080
www.srodek.com

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! Stop in and see for yourself!
Made fresh daily on our premises.
Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa
We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!
WE SHIP
NATIONWIDE!

OUR HOMEMADE
Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Offering the following services:

Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm
Sunday: 10am-4pm
Call for Extended Holidays Hours

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson
(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...
Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa

H ENRY F ORD
M EDICAL C ENTER

• Family Medicine
• Laboratory and Pathology
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Autism Services
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment
Assistance

Hamtramck

9100 Brombach

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

For a same-day primary care appointment,
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday
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‘Winter Glow’ lights up Zussman Park
By Charles Sercombe
The holiday season
officially kicked off in
Hamtramck last Thursday evening in Zussman Park.
The city and the public school district’s
Recreation Department
teamed up to host this
year’s Winter Glow and
tree lighting ceremony.
Kids were treated to
free skating on an “ice”
rink, which was not actually ice at all but

Get Out
on the !
n
w
o
t
m
Ha

made out of a synthetic
material. No matter, it
worked just the same.
Kids and adults also
enjoyed free hot chocolate and cookie decorating.
Students
from
Kosciuszko
Middle
School sang holiday
songs, and the evening
was capped with a visit
by Santa and the lighting of a tree.

Scenes from last Thursday’s Winter Glow held in
Zussman Park.

The lore of Hamtramck …
Some facts about Hamtramck
By Greg Kowalski
It’s a thin pamphlet
about 7 inches wide by 9
inches long and only
seven pages thick, with
orange covers. The title
is simple as well – just
the word “Hamtramck.”
Yet is says so much.
This little booklet was
prepared in 1928 as a
student project of the
seventh and eighth grade
Public Speaking Classes
at the Junior High
School. It was “published
by the authority of the
Board of Education and
printed in the High
School Print Shop” of the
Hamtramck
Public
Schools. Yet it is astonishingly
professional
looking and gives a remarkable insight of Hamtramck at time.

As the first pages
notes Hamtramck then
was Michigan’s sixth
largest city, with a population of nearly 56,000
people who lived in
7,000 homes “of which
55 percent are one-family
dwellings, 40 percent
two-family dwellings and
5 percent distributed
among three-, four-, and
five-family dwellings. Approximately 78 percent of
the people own their own
homes…”
The thin booklet is
packed with facts like
that about the city at that
time.
For example,
“Hamtramck has no railroad station and yet it is
served probably by more
railroads than any city of
a similar size. Hamtramck has no hotels.

Hamtramck has no post
office and yet received
over 33,000 letters per
day. It has no street car
service of its own, yet it
has 3.8 miles of tracks
within its confines. It has
no bus service of its own,
yet is amply cared for by
three lines running buses
as often as two minutes
apart.”
The booklet includes a
“Financial” section. “The
assessed valuation of
the
city
is
$117,177,128. …There
are 17 banks within the
city and they show combined commercial and
savings deposits of
$13,000,000.”
Also noted is that the
Police Department is
“composed of 95 members.” The Fire Depart-

10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

313-872-1988
`

ment had 65 members.
At that time there were
three fire stations in the
city -- one at Grayling and
Jos. Campau, one on
Caniff (the current station) and one by the
Dodge Main plant. There
also were 450 fire hydrants scattered around
town.
The booklet also contains information about
the public schools, the

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake
• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies
• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka
• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi
• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls
• Cheesecakes

five parochial schools (Including Martini Lutheran
School), the Boy Scouts
(158 Scouts in eight
troops); Girl Scouts (108
Scouts in four troops)
and social organizations
like Tau Beta and St.
Anne’s
Community
House.
There is also a host of
miscellaneous
facts:
“There are 24 lawyers
within the city, 175 gro-

cery stores, 20 dentists,
51 restaurants,” and one
newspaper, “The Citizen’s
Weekly” (not to be confused with The Citizen).
Aside from the wealth
of information, what’s so
impressive about this
publication done in what
we consider today to be
primitive times educationally is that it is done
so professionally. These
seventh and eighth
graders did a brilliant job
that would make any educator today proud of
their achievement.
You can see the booklet
at the Hamtramck Historical Museum, 9525 Jos.
Campau. Hours are 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday and by appointment. Call (313)
574-9758. Visits us on
Facebook.

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

Friday, December 8, 2017

Hamtramck Review

Phone (313) 874-2100

5

Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
Coming changes in police
department is a concern for all
Last week we reported
that the city’s police officers and their bosses
have a new contract.
That contract is basically a temporary one, in
the sense that since it
expires in June, negotiations will have to begin
on a longer one.
That job will be a top
priority for the city’s next
city manager.
It will be a challenge to
say the least.
It’s also something
that the city council and
mayor need to be familiar with because there
are some big changes
coming to the police department. One of the
final directives left behind from the state-ap-

pointed emergency manager requires that the
city adopt structural
changes for the department outlined in a study
performed by the Center
for Public Safety Management.
That study has been
available for review for
the last several months.
As we reported last
week, the study calls for
sweeping changes about
how the department
functions. We predict the
police officers’ union is
not going to be agreeable to the changes.
Some in the community may not even agree.
While it will be the city
manager’s job to negotiate a new contract with

police officers, our
elected officials need to
do a deep dive into the
study in order to understand the likely concerns
of officers and members
of the public.
Our elected officials
are our representatives
in city hall despite their
limited role by city charter on what actions they
can take.
In the coming weeks
we will explore the study
further, but there are limits to what we can report
because much of the
study was redacted – or
in other words blacked
out – supposedly because of the sensitive
nature of how the police
department operates.

Fundraising… Hamtramck
Goodfellows
were out on the streets
last Friday selling a special issue of The Review
dedicated to their cause.
And their cause is to
make sure needy Hamtramck residents get to
enjoy a holiday meal.
The money they raise will
go toward food coupons
that can be redeemed at
A&C Market on Jos.
Campau and Jacob, or at
Sam’s Market at Commor and Fleming.
So far, the group has
raised a few thousand
dollars, but still has a
way to go.

If you can spare a few
bucks, you can still
make a donation by making out a check to the
Hamtramck Goodfellows

and mail it to: Hamtramck Fire Department,
2625
Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212.

Councilmember demands
former city manager return
vacation payment
By Charles Sercombe
The issue of former
City Manager Katrina
Powell and her vacation
pay once again became
an issue.
At last week’s city
council meeting, a resolution proposed by Councilmember Anam Miah
called for Powell to return her nearly $10,000
payment for unused vacation time during the
two-and-a-half years she
was employed by the
city.
The issue of paying out
unused vacation time
came up in September
when former city Treasurer John Gabor threatened legal action if he
didn’t get compensated
like Powell’s assistant
did.
The catch to that payment was in the contract
agreement for Gabor and
Powell’s assistant. It
specifically prohibited
paying them for unused
vacation time. Despite
that contract clause,
Powell saw to it that her
assistant,
DanNisha
Reeder,
was
paid
$2,461 for unused vacation time.
Why Powell pushed for
the payment is not clear,

but she spoke highly of
her, calling Reeder “my
ride or die chick always.”
Reeder returned the
payment after Gabor
brought it to light.
Last week Miah insisted that Powell’s employment contract was
unclear on whether she
was warranted payment
for unused vacation
time. The city attorney
also had to grapple with
the contract language –
a contract that his law
firm supposedly reviewed and OK’d.
City Attorney John
Clark said he had to ask
former state-appointed
emergency
Manager
Cathy Square what her
intention was in the contract she signed with
Powell to become city
manager.
Clark said that at first
Square refused to address the matter. In an
interview last September
when the issue of vacation payment first came
up, Square told The Review that her contract
with Powell allowed compensation for unused vacation pay.
“Vacation is usually
paid out,” Square told
The Review. “That’s not

unusual.”
In a memo to the city
council,
Clark
said
Square eventually did
say she meant for Powell
to have vacation time
paid out.
The Review asked for a
copy of the memo, but
Acting City Manager
Kathy Angerer declined
to release it, saying it
was protected under the
attorney-client privilege.
During the regular
council meeting only
Miah voted in favor of his
resolution to send a letter requesting Powell to
return the payment.
Miah was a vocal critic of
Powell during her tenure
here and was behind the
vote to block extending
her employment contract.
Councilmember
Andrea Karpinski, who supported
Powell,
questioned Miah’s motive in pressing for the
payment.
“This is only putting a
black mark on our community,” she said.
Miah said his resolution was about a “principle of spending public
money wisely.”

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday 10am-2pm

Fire Chief Dan Hagen was out on Jos. Campau last
Friday participating in the annual Goodfellows newspaper drive.

Most Insurances Accepted

Prohibition in
Hamtramck: Gangsters,
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry
Br

St.
Florian

www.HamtramckHistory.org

For every $100 spent in locally owned business,
$68 returns to the community

St
.

.
St
ok
o
r
lb
Ho

Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Hours: Sat. 11am-4pm,
Sun. 11am-4pm

313-893-5027
9525 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —
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Available at
Hamtramck Historic
Museum

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

• All porcelain crowns,
bridges and veneers.
• Root Canal Treatment
including wisdom teeth.
• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.
• Invisible Dura flex
dentures and partials.
• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea
treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

source: the350project.net

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
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3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212
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www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com
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Alexandra Krot, Manager
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Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
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2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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2017: A year of adventures
close to home
Continued from page 2
tion,” which was inspired
by seeing a demonstration in Pope Park in which
people demanded that
the president release his
taxes -- and by chance
running into Liza Bielby
and Richard Newman of
the Hinterlands, a local
experimental
theater
group that produced a
piece called “The Radicalization Process” -- my
thoughts landed here:
“On a larger plane of experience it is life practice,
meaning everything I do,
the activities in which I experience and participate,
the people I meet, grow
with or separate from, are
all part of this practical
rhythm of city life: simply
living everyday, day after
day, meeting each new adventure head on.
“I believe community
love has to be practiced
to remain alive, too. How
can we love other people,
in interpersonal relationships, as friends and colleagues, or in the place
we choose to live, unless
we are exercising our
hearts and minds on the
inside, making real mistakes on the outside,
learning and growing from
internal and external experience alike?”
And in “Radiant landscapes,” which was produced after a walk with
artist Emily Wood, I wrote
about our quest to find
the soul (or perhaps
“souls,” plural, that are
hidden in plain sight
around the city) of Hamtramck. I've edited down
the original column in this
excerpt:
“But the soul is differ-

ent than the heart. Both
are elusive, but when the
heart is found, you know
it immediately, don't you?
The pain you feel when
you lose it, inescapable.
The heart is interpersonal
and shareable. But the
soul? If it is anywhere, or
everywhere, then where is
it?
“The word itself is appropriately amorphous. It
can be replaced by the
word 'spirit' or 'ghost'
and not lose much of its
impact.
“Is it in a blue house
with a red brick porch surrounded by green trees,
streets and sidewalks at
intersection
of
the
Fenelon and Commor, the
house in Emily's illustration for this column? I
have walked past this
house countless times.
Sometimes it is just a
house; other times it triggers a memory, and I
leave this time and place
for other times and
places.
“That might be a definition of the kind of soul we
are talking about here,
one found at the intersection of history and geography, science and spiritual
ecstasy.”
At the end of that piece
I wrote there is much
more to parse and ponder
about the soul of the city.
We will do the same for
its heart. I'll continue
doing that next week in
part 2 of my recap of City
Life 2017.
Walter Wasacz is a native Hamtramckan, a
writer and consultant. His
column appears twice
monthly in the Review.

Coming events
WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block
meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior Day Center.
This block club includes all residents and businesses west of Jos. Campau and north of Holbrook.
SATURDAY, December 9, 3-7 p.m. -- Queen of
Apostles Girl Scout Reunion at Our Lady Queen
of Apostles Activities Center, 3851 Prescott
(back of church), light reception. All former Girl
Scouts, leaders, and involved parents of Scouts
from Queen of Apostles troops over the years
are invited back for an evening of memory sharing and fun; bring photos, badgebook, sash, etc.
For more info, please call (313) 891-1520
SATURDAY, December 9, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. –
Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff
and McDougall. Drop off your recyclables for
free.
SATURDAY, December 9, 2-4 p.m. -- Soup
Kitchen at Holy Cross Parish, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. All are welcome.

Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

Phone (313) 874-2100
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Metro news…
It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeldmedia.com have been reporting on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.
With their permission,
here is an edited version
of this week’s story:
There is a real estate
market is exploding in
Hamtramck and Detroit,
but this surge sometimes comes at the expense of low-income
homeowners.
Here’s a story about
one group addressing
the needs of the low income
Earlier this year, Forbes
ranked Detroit's real estate market as the most
undervalued in the nation. The report cited the
city's low housing prices
and the prospect of increased development as
reasons for Detroit's recent real estate boom.
Discussions about Detroit's ripe real estate

opportunities are often
geared toward affluent
outsiders and metro Detroiters who can afford to
take on the financial risk
of buying and rehabbing
a home. But what about
the long-time Detroiters
who wish to keep their
properties in good shape
and avoid displacement?
In October, the North
End's Vanguard Community Development Corporation, an economic
equity and racial justicefocused nonprofit, prevented 24 low-income
family homes, collectively called Melrose
Square, from going into
foreclosure.
"Vanguard is so very
pleased to be able to
preserve these homes
for low-income families;
especially given that the
homes are located
within the greater Downtown Detroit footprint,"
says Pamela MartinTurner, CEO of Vanguard.
"It is important for people of modest means to

be able to remain in their
neighborhoods and to
enjoy the benefits of Detroit's new economic
boom."
Built in 2006, the Melrose Square homes are
just north of Grand
Boulevard on Melrose
and Cameron streets.
Vanguard has been working to secure financial
support since 2015 and
were able to start mak-

ing capital improvements
with grants of $965,000
from the city of Detroit
and $700,000 from IFF.
Rehabilitation efforts
which include improvements on the roof, insulation,
landscape,
exterior
appearance,
concrete repair, and exterior lighting will continue
through July 2018.
By Imani Mixon

Election investigation
is ongoing
Continued from front page

take the matter to federal court. He did not
win a seat on council.
The role of the state
police investigation has
caused some to speculate that it had a chilling

effect on voters participating in the election.
About 300 absentee
ballots were not returned
in the election, which is
an unusually high number.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

Certified
Residential
Specialist

Keg & Bottle
Includes Merchant’s
Liquor License
Valued at $150,000

!
D
L
O
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11611 Jos Campau,
Hamtramck. Great potential 4 Units 2nd level

Asking $349,000

2234 Evaline • $82,000
2-unit
3227 Yemans • $54,900
Single family, 2 bedroom
11394 Sobieski • $63,500
2 bedroom
Popular Night Club for Sale
Includes Liquor License
Comes with adjacent parking lot
9819 Conant • Hamtramck

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist
Conant - Store front with residential 3 bedroom living space, basement, and
2 car garage!! $119,900...Call Leanne Conger for details before its gone!

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Hamtramck - Single Family
11608 Gallagher - $74,900 - NEW!
1953 Norwalk - $99,900 - NEW PRICE!
Hamtramck Multi-Family
3428 Holbrook - $159,900 - NEW PRICE!
2639 Evaline - $84,900 - SOLD!
1953 Norwalk - $99,900 - NEW PRICE!
11333 Moran St. - $99,900 - PENDING!
Hamtramck Leases
11637 Sobieski - 2 BR $550/mo. water included
Hamtramck Vacant Lot
2395 Commor - Vacant Land - $9,900 - NEW PRICE!
Vacant Land
5052 Scotch Settlement, Almont Twp. - 5 acres - $79,900 - NEW!
Parcel 1A Kovac Ln, Dryden Twp - 5.12. acres - $85,500
Parcel 1G Kovac Ln, Dryden Twp - 6.47 acres - $91,900 - PENDING!
Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $34,900
Rochester Rd., Dryden Twp.- 3.62 acres - $34,899
LOT 19 Master's Dr., Metamora Twp -$29,900

Rochester Hills
2905 Woodelm Dr. - $219,900
Dryden Twp.
4778 Bishop Rd. - $429,900 - SOLD!
Metamora Twp.
4064 Thornville Rd. - $224,900 - SOLD!
Marlette
6328 Marlette St - Marlette-$17,900 - HANDYMAN
SPECIAL! NEW PRICE!
Shelby Twp.
52482 Van Dyke Ave. - $235,000
Addison Twp.
3152 Curtis Rd. - $695,000, 38 ACRES!
Imlay Twp.
4227 Cade Rd. - $139,900 - 11 ACRES! NEW!

$$$$$
Looking to
Sell Your Home
for Top Dollar?
Call me today
while the
housing supply is
still low.
1953 Norwalk St.
Single Family or Multi-family!
Location, location, location!!!
2 newer furnaces and central air units!
Call Leanne (586) 214-4663

$99,900 PRICE REDUCED!

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

STUDIO APARTMENT
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Hamtramck, 1 bedroom,
all utilities included,
$500/month no pets
please. 586-438-9999.

For rent, partly furnished,
bedroom & kitchen, bath,
ideal for senior women
only, heat, electric, water
included; $450/mo. +
security, 313-874-0355,
313-428-4528. 12/15

6 Mile/Mound area, Detroit, 1 br. upper, $400/
mo., 2 br. lower, large
kitchen, nice, $550/mo.,
private driveway, perfect
for mother-in-law, call
Mike 313-516-5178. 12/8

For Sale, 30231 E. Jefferson, brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, reception counter, foster
care, medical, senior assisted, 1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
$151,700. 586-771-1211.

12/8

One bedroom, living, dining/kitchen, bath, Holmes
St., Hamtramck, heat &
water included, $550/
mo., job reference required, 313-247-4948.
12/8

2 br. unit, on Charest between Gallagher and Evaline. Stove and refrigerator
provided, laundry facilities,
water included, $725/mo.
+ sec. dep. of $2175 will
move you in. Must be fully
employed, excellent unit,
ask for John, 248-8661110. 12/29

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

1,900 sq ft., 30231 E.
Jefferson Ave., facing
lake, red brick (former
dental) single level, 5 BR,
3 baths, great room w
counter, FP. $1,550/mo
313-354-2495.
13110 Moenart, close to
White Elementary School,
single home, 3 br., living,
dining, breakfast nook,
double
lot,
kitchen,
$850/mo., call Nelson,
313-303-3540. 12/8
12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 2 br., basement, medium
size
rooms, $550/mo., call
Mike, 313-516-5178. 12/8
HOUSE
FOR SALE

5108 Harold St., Detroit,
3 br., living rm., dining
rm., kitchen, bath, basement, laundry, 313-3681920. 12/1
5095 Evaline, 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, newly
decorated, $900/mo.,
313-310-3540, 313-3033460. 12/8

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000,
248-8792521, ask for Pete.
HELP WANTED

All positions chef, cook,
dishwasher, driver, Maine
Street Restaurant ask for
Mario 313-368-0500.

Handyman special, Detroit 5830 Rowney, Brick
3 bedroom 3 bathroom,
garage, new roof asking
$35,000 313-377-8763

Deadline for
classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Tuesday, November 28
• At 3 a.m. a resident
in the 2600 block of
Edwin reported her exboyfriend assaulted her.
• A Holbrook resident
reported someone stole
assorted items out of his
unlocked garage.
• A Gallagher resident
reported she lost her
Green Card.
• A Pontiac resident
was arrested for being
wanted on a misdemeanor warrant.
• A resident reported
teens were fighting in the
2300 block of Burger.
• A Detroit resident
was arrested for being
wanted on Hamtramck
felony and misdemeanor
warrants.
Wednesday, November
29
• At 1 a.m. a
Rochester Hills resident
was arrested for drunk

(313)
874-2100

12/29

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Nov. 28-Dec. 4.

to Place Your Ad
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driving.
• At 4 a.m. a Brighton
resident was arrested for
possessing drugs while
in the area of Jos. Campau and Holbrook.
• Two Waterford residents were issued misdemeanor tickets for
possessing drug paraphernalia.
• A Lehman resident
was ticketed for allowing
his pet to run loose in
the streets.
• A resident reported
that he was carjacked by
three males at Jos. Campau and Commor.
Thursday, November 30
• At about 2 a.m. a Detroit resident was arrested after a traffic stop
for not having a license.
• At 6:30 a.m. a Trowbridge resident reported
being assaulted by his
roommate.
• A Conant business
reported an incident of
fraud.
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

We specialize in
all phases of
Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,
Plumbing,
Heating,
Sewer
Cleaning &
Excavation.

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured
• Residential & Commercial

PAINTING

IN “VINCE” ABLE
PAINTING

6/30/13

Fast Same Day Service

Service • Installation • Repairs
Radio Dispatched

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

Beneﬁts include:
• Top Pay • Insurance
• Vacation • Holiday Pay

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

313-365-4913

$

www.waterworkplumbing.com

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Ask for Frank

Not to be combined with any other offer.

12/31/17

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Located in Hamtramck

Labor on Any
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

Vince

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

Let Our
Service
Directory
Do the Work
For You!
Call Dave
(313) 874-2100

248-835-3352

10% OFF

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Free Estimates

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

POWDER COATING

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

Phone (313) 874-2100

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

69 29
$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

Friday, December 8, 2017
We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
T H E AV E R A G E A D U LT I S

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Continued from page 7

Friday, December 1
• A resident reported
she was assaulted by
her boyfriend while they
were inside a car in the
3400 block of Doremus.
• At a little after 11

p.m. a resident reported
he was robbed at gunpoint by two males who
were both armed with
handguns. The suspects
fled in a black SUV.
• A Conant business

reported an incident of
fraud.
• A resident reported
being sexually assaulted.
• A man in his 50s
grabbed three packages
of steak from a business
in the 3300 block of Caniff and ran away. The
business owner chased
the suspect but did not
capture him. The suspect was wearing a
brown jacket with an or-

ange liner, a black hat
and blue jeans.
• An elderly resident
reported that while she
was walking near Jos.
Campau and Evaline a
man with a gun robbed
her of $700.
Saturday, December 2
• A person was arrested in the area of Caniff and Conant for
possessing drug para-

Open Mon-Sat 6am-6pm • Open Sunday, Dec. 10 & 17,
10am-4pm and Sunday, Christmas Eve 6am-1pm

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chruściki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee
Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey
Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies,
Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg bread with
Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)
Don’t F
Your Fa orget
Kowals vorite
ki M
for the eats
Downtown Hamtramck
Holiday
s!

9833 Jos. Campau

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,
Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

KK Dr. Kabra
PEARL DENTAL

Call today to schedule your
FREE private implant consultation.

CALL NOW 313.870.9423

phernalia, obstruction
and being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant.
• At about 4 a.m. a
person was arrested in
the 8500 block of Lumpkin for drunk driving after
officers responded to a
“one over the wheel
call.”
• A resident reported
his car was broken into
in the 11300 block of
Jos. Campau and his
handgun was stolen.
Sunday, December 3
• A person was arrested in a residence in
the 11600 block of
Mitchell for domestic violence.
• Two people reported
being assaulted while on
Jos. Campau near Jacob
by five male suspects.
One of the victim’s cellphone was also taken.
• A man was arrested
in the 5200 block of Evaline after officers observed
him
being
disorderly.
• A woman was arrested for being disorderly while in the 3400
block of Holbrook.

• A resident and a Detroit resident reported a
woman threatened them
with a gun and then
broke out a window in
the 12000 block of Selfridge.
• A Dearborn resident
reported his vehicle’s
window was broken out
in the area of Yemans
and Jos. Campau.
Monday, December 4
• A resident in the
2900 block of Belmont
reported a break-in.
• At about 3:45 a.m. a
Detroit resident was arrested in the 11000
block of Nagel for obstruction and being
wanted on various warrants.
• A resident reported
receiving a fraudulent
check from a person they
know.
• A citizen from Germany reported losing her
driver’s license.
• Two Detroit residents
were arrested after a
traffic stop for carrying a
concealed weapon without a permit.

Sudoku

Solutions on page 7
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