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School board declares Boardmember
Huda’s seat is vacant
Quick Hits
On Monday (Jan. 18) ,
the schools, banks, government offices and
post office will be closed
in observance of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.
But at the Hamtramck
High School Community
Center a special presentation will be held in
honor of the slain civil
rights leader.
The
Concerned
Women of Hamtramck
will host The 19th Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Breakfast. It will
be held from 9 to 11
a.m. in the Community
Center,
located
at
11530 Charest.
The theme of the
breakfast is “Hamtramck’s Got Talent.”
Student performances
will be centered on Dr.
King’s speech, “A Look
To The Future.” Ticket
prices are $15 for
adults and $5 for children.
There is no admission
fee for students performing in the program.
If you are not able to
attend, but would like to
make a donation please
make checks payable to
The Concerned Women
of Hamtramck c/o of
Madelyn Porter 11411
Lumpkin, Hamtramck,
MI 48212, or donations
may be dropped off at
Kosciuszko
Middle
School.

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck
School
Boardmember Mohammad Huda’s residency
status finally caught up
with him.
At Wednesday’s board
meeting, Huda’s seat was
declared vacant and the
board will now seek a replacement.
Last year the board authorized an investigation
into Huda’s residency
after a Review investigation revealed he was
claiming a 100-percent
Homestead tax exemption for a Warren house.
That exemption means
Huda lives in that house.
Huda had claimed to
live in a house on Fleming, but in repeated visits
to that house there was
never anyone home.
The school district’s investigation, conducted by
private investigator David
Adamczyk, confirmed The

Review’s findings uncovered more evidence that
Huda did not live in the
city.
The findings were sent
to the Governor’s Office.
The district had asked
the governor to remove
Huda.
A representative from
the governor’s office sent
the district a letter saying
removing Huda was not
necessary.
“On the advice of the
Attorney General, we will
not pursue removal action because, if all the allegations you provided
are true, then Mr. Huda
does not reside in the
district and thus has voluntarily vacated his seat
effective immediately,”
said Travis Weber, a
Deputy Legal Counsel.
“If the office is vacant,
then removal proceedings are neither proper or
Continued on page 2

Winter walking -- past, present, future
By Walter Wasacz
(Editor’s note: City Life is
a column about walkable
discovery in Hamtramck.)
If you have the proper
clothing, especially the
right footwear, winter
might be the best time for
walking in Hamtramck.
If it’s dry, the sidewalks
and alleys offer smooth
sailing for long, fast travels. When it snows, the
landscape becomes im-

measurably more pretty
as your pace slows, allowing you to see things you
may have missed at an
even
slightly
higher
speed.
Like witnessing the
glare
of
streetlights
through bare, leafless
trees at dusk. There is a
spectral, dreamlike quality
to this time, when day becomes night, regardless
of the season.

Above: Mohammad Huda’s seat on the Hamtramck School
Board was declared vacant following an investigation that
offered evidence that he does not actually live in the city.
Below: At the time he ran for school board and took office,
Huda declared a 100-percent Homestead exemption for
this house in Warren. That tax break is for homeowners
who live in the house that receives that exemption.

But in January the days
begin to stretch as
evening approaches: you
can almost feel the sun
straining to pour more
light onto the milky sky
above. It’s a simple
beauty, best experienced
in a mobile state, hustling
close to the ground, one
foot in front of the other.
I spent a good part of
my
holidays
walking
around the city, for fun
and exercise. My favorite
winter exercise walks go
something like this: I head
north to Carpenter using
various routes, but usually
begin by going through
Zussman Park using the
diagonal sidewalk from
Evaline to Yemans. After I
pass city hall I either take
the northbound alley (one

of my favorite cut-throughs
when I was a kid) or go
straight to Conant.
I love Conant, always
have from an early age.
Hamtramck’s secondary
main street has undergone a remarkable transformation over the past
50 years, which roughly
corresponds to my conscious life.
I remember walking this
way with my mother as
early as 1963, to the PNA
Hall at Belmont or to
mass at Our Lady Queen
of Apostles. The intersection of Conant and Caniff
had commercial buildings
on all four corners. There
were apartments upstairs
at the building on the
southeast corner, where
Continued on page 5

City tackles
first snow
clearing on
its own
By Charles Sercombe
The city was able to
test out its new snowplowing strategy this
week.
And according to Mark
Ragsdale, the Director of
Public Works, the plan
not only worked, it saved
the city a ton of money.
The cost for plowing
and salting every street,
he said, was $3,000.
Had the city relied on its
contractor, he said, the
cost would have been
about $45,000.
Recently, the city purchased four trucks and
outfitted them with
snowplowing equipment.
The cost was covered by
a state grant. The work
is being done by city employees.
Prior to this year Platinum Landscaping was
the city’s contractor for
snow plowing. In the winter of 2013-14 the city
paid the company over
$800,000 for snow
plowing and salting. Platinum is contracted to
only plow the city’s main
streets and emergency
routes, which amounted
to about a dozen
streets.
The company is still
technically a contractor
for the city. City Manager
Katrina Powell said it will
be used in cases where
there is heavy snowfall
and a backup is needed.
Speaking about doing
the work with city equipment and employees,
Powell said: “We’re trying really hard to do it in
the most economic way.”
Under a former stateContinued on page 2

The Concerned Women of Hamtramck
Presents their 19th Annual

This Year’s Theme:

“Hamtramck’s Got Talent”
Monday, January 18th

9-11am

Hamtramck High School Community Center
11530 Charest, Hamtramck
Ticket Prices: Adult $15 • Child $5 • No charge for students performing

First 300 People

EAT FREE!
313-285-9955

10301 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

Former
Wendy’s
Location
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School board declares Boardmember
Huda’s seat is vacant
Continued from front page

necessary. Instead, if a
vacancy exists then ‘the
remaining school board
members shall fill each
vacant office by appointment’ pursuant to Michigan Election Law, MCL
168.311(1).”
Voting in favor of removing Huda were Boardmembers Maggie Srodek,
Dennis Lukas, Evan Majors, Jackie Starr and
Hedy Shulgon.
Voting against that action was Ataur Kahn.
Huda was not present at
the meeting. Khan did
not comment on his objection. Khan and Huda
were the only Bengali-

Americans on the board.
Huda was elected to
the board in 2014.
At press time it was not
known if the board has
anyone in mind to take
Huda’s seat.
The evidence on Huda’s
residence was presented
to the board last summer.
Adamczyk, a former
Hamtramck police officer
who runs a private investigation company called
Michigan Investigators
Group, laid out the following pieces of evidence:
• Huda had changed
his address from Hamtramck to Warren and
back again several times

• Beautiful smile
reﬂecting healthy
teeth
• NYU Graduate
Dr. Sami Bilani
welcomes you in
many languages

since 2011.
• On his 2014 candidate application to run for
school board he claimed
to live on Fleming while at
the same time claiming a
100-percent Homestead
tax exemption at a house
on Omar in Warren.
• On that same application, called an affidavit,
he said he had been a
resident of Wayne County
for nine years, which contradicted his previous
moves to Warren, which
is in Macomb County.
• Huda established
three organizations that
bore his Warren address
as their headquarters.

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!

Florian Dental welcomes
new patients with a big smile
and continuous oﬀers!
Call to check our oﬀers at:
(313) 875-1700

www.DentistSamiBilani.com
for the Weekly
Dental
Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in
Emergencies
Welcome
• We accept most
insurances.

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday - Saturday
10am-2pm
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Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

• While claiming to live
at 11813 Fleming, the
city’s Water Department
sent a letter to that address saying there was a
problem with the water
meter and they needed to
look at it. Huda did not respond to that letter, and
subsequently the city
shut off water service.
• Huda is married and
has children. Adamczyk
said there is no court
record of a divorce or separation.
• The school district
also sent a package of
material to Huda at the
Fleming house but the
district received notice
that it was not picked up.
The package sat on the
porch of the house for 16
days.
• Neighbors at the
Fleming address said
they knew of Huda because he picked up mail
there, but they said he
did not live there.
• Adamczyk also spoke
with neighbors who live
near the Warren house
who said Huda lived
there with his wife and
kids for the past 18
months.
• Adamczyk went to the
Warren house where he
encountered
Ruhul
Mumen, who identified
himself
as
Huda’s
brother and his attorney.
• Mumen said Huda
was not there, but during
that conversation Huda
drove by but did not stop.
• Mumen asked to
meet Adamczyk along
with Huda, but Adamczyk
said that despite three
attempts to schedule a
meeting he never received a call back from
Mumen.
• During that visit in
Warren Mumen called
Warren police and admitted Huda lives in Warren.

Friday, January 15, 2016

City tackles first snow
clearing on its own
Continued from front page

into the department.
Although city officials
praised the job done by
the Public Works Department, there were some
residents saying on
Facebook that their
streets were never
cleared.

appointed emergency
manager, most of the
work previously performed by the Public
Works Department was
contracted out. It now
appears Powell is reversing that decision and
bringing more work back

Support Your
Local Businesses
Get Out on
the Hamtown!

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist
• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

Join Us!

January 30, 2016 at 6pm

4th Annual
For the

Chair Affair Dinner
“A Taste of Hamtramck”
And

͞A Chair to Remember” Contest & Aucon

Arsts will be decorang or remaking chairs into art to be auconed oﬀ to support our mission.

ŽŽƌWƌŝǌĞƐ͕ϱϬͬϱϬƌĂŋĞ͕tŝŶĞΘ
ŚĞĞƐĞǁŚŝůĞǇŽƵƐŚŽƉΘŵŽƌĞ͊


Tickets are $25 and can be purchased
online starting January 22nd at...
ǁǁǁ͘ƌĞĐǇĐůĞĚƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƐŚĂŵƚƌĂŵĐŬ͘ŽƌŐ


Call now to reserve your seat!


o resere a seat at the table or more ino call  !"#.
ǀĞŶƚƚŽďĞŚĞůĚŽŶƐŝƚĞĂƚϭϮϭϬϭ:ŽƐĞƉŚĂŵƉĂƵ͕,ĂŵƚƌĂŵĐŬ͘

This week at the library...
• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual
Kitchens
• Income Based
Rent
• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour
Security
• Recreation
Areas
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

All parties interested
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3
qualified business at www.hud.gov:
• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

Movie
Night
ESL Class – Monday,
–
January 18, 9 a.m. and Wednesday, January
2:30 p.m. ESL classes 20, 6:30 p.m. “Straight
are free to all Ham- Outta Compton”
tramck residents. Registration is required.
Friends of the Library
Meeting
–Thursday,
Citizenship Classes – January 21, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, January 19, 5 FHPL President Kathy
p.m. Hamtramck resi- Kristy and Treasurer
dents can get help in George Gorday invite all
preparing for their citi- members and volunzenship
exam. teers to participate in
Classes are free. Reg- the regular monthly
meeting.
istration is required.
ESL Class – Wednesday, January 20, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.

Tax program -- Mondays, January 25-April
11, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Wayne Metro's Free Tax
Program offers accessible services throughout
Wayne County, with different times and locations.
While appointments are
encouraged, walk-ins are
also accepted. To make
an appointment please
call: 313-388-9799.

Michigan
Activity
Pass -- The pass will
ESL Class – Friday, enable Library card
January 22, 9 a.m. and holders to obtain a
2:30 p.m. ESL classes one-time free entry into
are free to all Ham- any Michigan State
tramck residents. Reg- park or recreation area,
istration is required.
and free entry into over
100 participating cultural institutions. Ask
at the circulation desk
for more details.

For more information about events at the library
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also
access our online catalog.
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Second Front Page
Councilmember responds to
city manager’s explanation
Last week we published
an open letter to the public
from City Councilmember
Anam Miah regarding the
process in which the city
manager took to hire a new
police chief.
We also ran a response to
Miah’s letter from City Manager Katrina Powell. This
week, we have a response
from Miah to Powell.
Dear City Manager Powell:
I have read and now reread your latest email and
the orders from the former emergency manager
that I believe you referenced in your email responding to mine.
I must say that I am terribly concerned about
your ability to respond
truthfully to my legitimate
concerns. While I concede your point that the
prior emergency manager
entrusted you with the
weighty task of appointing
certain personnel, there
is not one word in those
orders or in Public Act
436 which says you
should ignore best practices OR completely disregard
the
elected
representatives of the
people you are supposed

to serve.
Indeed, you have said
nothing that would lead me
to conclude that you did
anything other than appoint the new chief without
any consideration of other
candidates. That does not
speak well of your managerial abilities. The fact that
you ignored this criticism
altogether in your petulant
display of raw power
speaks even less well of
your character.
Perhaps most importantly it does a disservice
to the new chief who deserved the vote of confidence that would have
come from a fair, open,
and transparent search
process that could have included input from community stakeholders (starting
with the elected representatives of the people).
Other
communities
under state supervision
have survived such open
processes and placed
good candidates as a result -- candidates that the
community embraced and
empowered because they
had a voice in the
process.
I am going to give Chief
Moise my support notwithstanding your deaf, dumb,

and blind approach to community engagement. I will
encourage other residents
to do the same.
I am not going to penalize her because you blew
an important opportunity
to tell the people of our
city that their votes and
their voices matter. I
won’t mire the police department in controversy
because you chose to select its leader in secret
according to criteria you
haven’t bothered to share
with its members or the
people that they protect.
All we can do now is
hope that our community’s
tremendous ability to rally
will sooth the hard feelings
that many of us have regarding your secretive approach to selecting our top
community police officer.
Yes, we all understand,
you are the lord and master of our community. For
now. But I am a patient
man. And, I know that
there will come a day in
the not-too-distant future
that your powers as the
governor’s viceroy will be
removed.
Understand that in the
interim and beyond you
will get the cooperation
that you give. The funny

It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

thing about the Internet
age and the nature of
public administration is
that my words will have a
tendency to follow you to
the next job interview
where the next city council will see your history of
disrespect and disregard
of best practices and simple common courtesy.
This new Hamtramck
City Council has done absolutely nothing -- hasn’t
even had an opportunity -to demonstrate that it
lacks the ability to engage
in the dialogue and leadership necessary to carry out
its charter-mandated function to vote on your selection of a police chief.
You’ve decided to take
an adversarial and disrespectful position out of the
gate and lie to me with a
claim that the emergency
manager’s final orders required you to circumvent
the Charter and required
you to hire a chief without
so much as even a perfunctory search process.
You insult, not just my intelligence, but the intelligence of every person that
votes in this community.
We both know, your crafty
and deceitful response
Continued on page 6

Together, We Can

ELIZABETH ROESKE,
CNM, MSN
Certified Nurse
Midwife

Jan. 18 - Mass intention for people on
prayer list, 7 p.m.
Feb. 2 - Solemnity of Presentation of the
Lord-Blessing of Candles, 7 p.m.
Feb. 3 - St. Blaise of Sebastea, Bishop,
Martyr-Blessing of Throats, 7 p.m.
Feb. 6 - Pre- Lenten Polish Dinner 4-7 p.m.
Featuring Grammy-Nominated Accordionist
Mike Zawojsky

— We are an Active Parish Serving the Community —
Celebrating 93 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

We will beat all quotes presented!
Call and book your Event today!

The Wedding
Specialist for
29 Years!

Weddings • Bachelor & Bachelorette Party
• Pros • Casino Packages • Opera House
• Sporting Events • Concerts
• Airport Service • Corporate Functions
• And So Much More!

A portion of the rental cost goes to charities
beneﬁting breast Cancer Patients!
To see a full line of vehicles, go to:

Agent: M4143710

www.AllLimosBuses.com

5466

MEET OUR
WOMEN’S HEALTH
CARE TEAM

ANDREA SMITH,
CNM
Certified Nurse
Midwife

RANDA BEYDOUN,
CNM
Certified Nurse Midwife
Language: Arabic

Our certified nurse midwives work with women throughout
their life span, including family planning, STD treatment,
pregnancy and delivery care, breast feeding support and
routine gynecology care.

We have staff who speak Bengali and Arabic.
Family Medicine • Ob/Gyn
Women’s Health • Lab & Pathology
Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance
For more information or to schedule an appointment,
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com and select
the ‘Schedule an Appointment’ tab.
HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
Hamtramck
9100 Brombach

(313) 972-9000
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All students in Hamtramck Public Schools received a new pair of
mittens from Mittens for
Detroit.
The mittens came just
in time for the cold and
snowy January weather.
Mittens for Detroit is a
charity that was founded
by “Detroit 187” actress
Erin Cummings in 2010.
The sole purpose of
Mittens for Detroit is to
collect, purchase, and
distribute new, unused
mittens and gloves to
Detroit charities, agencies, schools, and programs that help children
and adults in need.
In the first five years,
Mittens for Detroit has
collected and distributed
over 103,000 new pairs
of gloves and mittens to
the metro Detroit area.
The students would like
to thank Mittens for Detroit for their generous
donation.

Hamtramck Review
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Above: Hundreds of students received a free pair of
mittens courtesy of the Mittens for Detroit organization. Below: Students enrolled in an improvisational
theater group showcased their talents recently at
the Marlene Boll Theater.

Kosciuszko Middle
School News
The KMS December Academic Support Door
Decorating Contest results are in.
The door decorating/
class quilt contest is an
opportunity for students
to express themselves.
The theme for the month
of December was “2016
New Year's Resolution”
with a bonus challenge of
a winter theme.
Mrs. Carol Dobos' class
won again. They had a
perfect score of 24 out of
24. Each student wrote
their new year’s resolution
on a snowflake and decorated the door with their
resolutions. All the students in the class won a
goodie bag that consisted
of a pencil, pencil sharpener and some snacks.

Hamtramck High School
News
Five Hamtramck High
School students participated in the Improv Project’s
December
19
showcase at the Marlene
Boll Theater within the
Boll Family YMCA on
Broadway Street in Detroit.
The showcase was a
culmination of 10, twohour after school improvisation sessions each
Tuesday. The program is
funded by The Detroit Creativity Project and administered by Y Arts Detroit.
It aims to enhance the
development of skills in
collaboration, listening,
critical thinking, and communication as they relate
to storytelling and public
speaking.
Lauren Bickers was the
teaching artist who facilitated the weekly sessions
and emceed the showcase. The five HHS showcase participants were
Brejon Hollis, Merys Balcinovic, Nolyn Bobic, Bianca
Freeman and De'Asia
Chambers.

Friday, January 15, 2016

Holbrook Elementary
School News
• ESL classes will begin
at Holbrook Elementary
School. Please contact
the school if interested at
(313) 872-3203.
• Tuesday, January 19 -Parents of Great Students
(P.O.G.S.) meeting will be
held at 10 a.m.
All Schools
• Monday, January 18 -No school for students
due to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day.
•
The
Concerned
Women of Hamtramck will
host The 19th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Breakfast. It will be held
from 9-11 a.m. at Hamtramck High School Community Center located at
11530 Charest.
The theme of the breakfast is “Hamtramck’s Got
Talent.” Student performances will be centered
around Dr. King’s speech
“A Look To The Future.”
Ticket prices are $15
for adults and $5 for children. There is no admission fee for students

performing in the program.
If you are not able to attend, but would like to
make a donation please
make checks payable to
The Concerned Women of
Hamtramck c/o of Madelyn Porter 11411 Lumpkin
Hamtramck, MI 48212, or
may
be
donations
dropped off at Kosciuszko
Middle School.
• Thursday, January 28
– Half day for Hamtramck
High School, Kosciuszko
Middle School and Horizon High School- Semester Exams.
• Friday, January 29 –
Half day all for all schools.
Hamtramck High School,
Kosciuszko Middle School
and Horizon High SchoolSemester Exams. Half
day Elementary Schools.
• Thursday, February 4
– Half day for all schools.
conferParent-teacher
ences from 12:30-3 p.m.
and 5-7 p.m. Report Card
#2 distributed.
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman


Tour de Troit would like to thank the City of Hamtramck and the DDA for its support!

The class of Carol Dobos
once again won the
monthly door decorating
contest at Kosciuszko
Middle School.

For every
$100 spent in
locally owned
business, $68
returns to the
community
source: the350project.net

.

February 6, 2016 - 10AM
QUESTIONS? Info@tour-de-troit.org
REGISTRATION: www.tour-de-troit.org
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Review: Opinion Page
DDA is offering grants for
businesses to purchase new signs

In Our Opinion
Change in election law
will hurt Hamtramck voters
It’s not often we talk
about issues outside of
Hamtramck.
But recently Gov. Rick
Snyder, a Republican,
signed into law two very
bad pieces of election
law that will negatively
affect Hamtramck voters.
Both laws were driven
by Republican legislators in an ugly display of
partisan politics.
The first to be signed
into law does away with
allowing voters to vote a
“straight ticket” – a
method of voting that allows in certain races to
fill in one circle on the
ballot that allows either
voters to vote straight
Republican or Democrat.
It is a major timesaver for many voters
and also helps avoid
spoiled ballots.
Now, voters have to
carefully read the ballot
and vote for individual
candidates. City clerks
statewide are complaining that this needless
change will lead to
longer waits at the polls
and the increased pos-

sibility of spoiled ballots.
No one had been
clamoring
for
this
change other than Republicans.
Why?
Republicans insist it
forces voters to consider the merits of individual candidates.
The real reason is
that according to studies reported by local
media outlets those
most likely to vote the
straight ticket format
are Democratic voters.
The next piece of legislation Snyder signed
into law prohibits government and school
agents from informing
voters on ballot proposals two months leading
up to election day.
That means if you
want to know the meaning of a ballot proposal
and ask the city clerk
within that prohibited
time period the clerk
cannot answer your
questions.
It also means school
officials cannot hold informational meetings

about their ballot proposals during this 60day period.
We’re guessing Republicans want voters
to remain ignorant of
ballot proposals —
many of which are usually about special taxes
to help fund projects —
and vote against them.
For a party that professes to favor government backing off on our
lives these two pieces
of legislation are awfully
intrusive.
As for barring government officials from talking
about
ballot
proposals, that’s just
plain unconstitutional to
muzzle their right to free
speech.
Our guess is that it
will be struck down by
the courts, but what a
waste of time and
money.
There seems to be a
fight going on nationwide for the soul of our
country. Taking away our
rights is not the direction we think is the right
path for our country’s future.

Jos. Campau business
owners who are thinking
about getting a new sign
this year have a helping
hand waiting.
The city’s Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
is once again offering financial assistance to
businesses seeking to update their business sign.
The DDA has a pool of
$5,000 to dip into. Some
10 lucky business owners
will be able to receive
$500 in support.
The grant will target eligible applicants who are
commercial property owners, as well as business
owners (with the property
owner’s written permission) whose businesses
are located in the DDA
district. Applications are
available at the Department of Community and
Economic Development
office in City Hall or by

calling Kathy Angerer,
(313) 876-7700, extension 326.
The DDA district is located on Jos. Campau between Hamtramck Dr. and
Carpenter.
“This grant program is
one more way that the
DDA is using the revenue
from
busicollected
nesses in the district for
the good of the city,” said
Hamtramck’s Director of
Community & Economic
Development Kathy Angerer in a press release.
Angerer also said that
at the DDA’s recent meeting a “year in review” presentaion was held.
During 2015 the DDA
accomplished the following:
• The painting of Jos.
Campau curbs
• Replanting planter
boxes and providing water
cans for merchants to

take care of the planters
• Repainting of fire hydrants and parking meters
• Banner installations
• Installing holiday lighting on Jos. Campau
• Sponsoring a number
of events, including Paczki
Day and the Paczki 5K run
• Offering tours of commercial real estate
• Veterans Park and
Pope Park renovations
• Promote Hamtramck
Labor Day Festival
• Becoming a member
of the Detroit Convention
& Visitor Bureau
The DDA Board is led by
Chairman Vince Szymborski, and meetings are
held at Hamtramck City
Hall, on the first Thursday
of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Any member of the public
or business community is
welcome to attend.

Winter walking -- past, present, future
Continued from front page
the BP station is now.
Some friends of my parents lived there and I recall visiting them once
back then.
Where Small’s is now
was another bar, later
closed and in disrepair
until the late 1990s. The
buildings on the northeast
and northwest corners are
but vague, ghostly memories for me. They have
long been demolished.
Oddly, I have occasionally dreamed of this corner as it was when I was
boy. It made a big impression on me. Perhaps there
is someone reading this
column who recalls what
those buildings were and
what they looked like?
My walk up Conant is
like a journey through
time. Much of it looks exactly the same as it did in
the 1960s. Physical Conant today, the built envi-

ronment, resembles physical Conant then. But culturally and economically, it
is far different. After years
of disinvestment and
abandonment
-the
1970s and the 1980s
were decades of commercial decline -- the avenue
now is a colorful, vibrant
business strip, dotted with
largely Bangladeshi-owned
shops.
It is a food district,
among other things, that
draws people to it from
the immediate neighborhood on foot and from
greater distances by car.
As I walk, up to Carpenter
and turn the corner (either
into Detroit, where the
street leads east to Buffalo, or left as far as the
Col. Hamtramck Homes
beyond I-75), I have premonitions of more activity
to come along this route.
There is momentum here,

the start of even better
things to come.
What will it look like in
five years? Or 10?
This past Tuesday, during a daylong winter advisory, I spent the morning
at Cafe 1923, where I was
interviewed by a German
TV crew. They were here to
report on the Detroit Auto
Show downtown but also
interested in how Hamtramck manages to maintain its cool despite the
city’s constantly changing
ethnic and cultural demographics.
The interviewer was
smart. She had done her
homework and understood that the city was
long a landing spot for settlers, refugees and immigrants: from France,
Germany, Poland, the
American south, Ukraine,
Yugoslavia, Yemen and
Continued on page 6

A Home of Your Own.
Apply for a Talmer loan today.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

800.456.1500 | talmerbank.com /newhome

(313) 365-5240
$895

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER
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Winter walking -- past,
present, future
Continued from page 5
Bangladesh.
It’s long been a welcoming place, I offered, one of
the first townships in
Wayne County when it was
organized in the late1700s.
“But how is it that everyone appears to get
along?” she asked me.
I told her, among other
things, that people have
an affordable opportunity
to better themselves in
Hamtramck, whether they
are Muslim families or agnostic artists. People can
achieve a humble form of
prosperity and contentment here, enough to take
care of themselves and
those they love. The cost
of living is low, the quality
of life high.
I also admitted that
there is something else at
work in this town that is
hard to put into words.
Some of us have tried,
over the years, to describe
it. Yes, it is hardscrabble
and hardworking, the people here historically no-

nonsense and direct,
never a stranger to the
changes that come with
new neighbors, new community members, new
politicians.
One of the major differences now is that our
neighbors want to be
here. You can feel that
kind of momentum, too.
This was not always the
case. Most, if not all, of
my peers growing up are
gone.
My mother’s generation,
nearly all gone. There is a
future here for those that
choose Hamtramck to create a business or to create art or music. Or simply
to live and work in a real
life place, as I do. The future is a place where you
should want to be. Perhaps more than ever,
Hamtramck is that place.
Walter Wasacz writes
about experience and participation in Hamtramck,
where he was born and
still lives.

Phone (313) 874-2100
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Councilmember responds to
city manager’s explanation
Continued from page 3
notwithstanding, that you
were never required to
make your decision in secret and without any form
of transparency.
This is America, after
all. You were selecting a
police chief, not the head
of the KGB.
Future elected officials
are well-advised to consider whether past will be
prologue when they de-

cide if you possess the
maturity and leadership
necessary to work cooperatively with them or
whether, instead, you will
as you just did blatantly
ignore their legitimate
role as representatives of
the people.
Respectfully,
Anam A Miah
Councilmember

CLERGY/CIVIC LEADERS, HAMTRAMCK CITY
COUNCIL, MANAGER POWELL,
MAYOR MAJEWSKI, FIRE CHIEF, POLICE CHIEF
MOISE, IMAMS, PASTORS, RABBIS, OTHER FAITH
LEADERS, PUBLIC, CITIZENS ROUNDTABLE,
THURSDAY, JAN. 28, 4:30-5:30 PM,HAMTRAMCK
PUBLIC LIBRARY. TALK, LISTEN. LEARN.
LIVE TOGETHER WELL. WELCOME!
FORBIDDEN ART EXPRESSING HUMAN DIGNITY
AND DEFIANCE THROUGH FEB. 9, 8 am-8 pm,
and Holocaust art of prisoners of Auschwitz
where it was forbidden.
Reception, Thursday, Jan. 28, 5-7:30 pm,
Madonna University Franciscan Center,
36600 Schoolcraft, Livonia. RSVP, by 1/21 to
unity@madonna.edu, 734-432-5589.
Join the VENT-LINE CENTER FOR INTER-RELIGIOUS
DIALOG OF DETROIT, HAMTRAMCK, AND
HARRISON TWP., AND, THE CENTER FOR
CATHOLIC STUDIES AND INTERFAITH

CATANEO
Joseph
Cataneo
was born
October 7,
1924
in
Kentinia,
Kentucky.
He is the son of the late
John and Amelia. He
passed away peacefully
January 6, 2016 at St.
John Oakland-Macomb
Center. He was pre-deceased by his sisters
Mary Perry and Jean Rizotto and brother Guido
Poli.
Mr. Cataneo was a lifelong resident of Hamtramck. He was a World
War II Navy Veteran. He
worked as an Assessor
for Wayne County Government until his retirement
in 1977. He continued
working as assessor for
the city of Hamtramck
after leaving his position
with Wayne County. It was
during this period that Mr.
Cataneo purchased the
Winner Square Lottery
and Lunch Counter in
Hamtramck.

Mr. Cataneo enjoyed
traveling to many of his favorite pastimes. Some of
his favorite pastimes
were gambling with his
long time girlfriend Delores Koday, who predeceased him by just over
one year, bowling and golfing. He was also very
fond of his dogs and
would spend much time
caring for them.
He is survived by his
nieces Gail Janutol of St.
Clair Shores and Patty
Perry Grebe of Milwaukee,
WI and nephew James
Perry of Grosse Pointe
Farms. He is the greatuncle of Tom Grenkowski,
James and Carol Perry, P.J.
and Jeanne Janutol.
Private services were held.
Memories at ahpeters.com.

Coming events
TUESDAY, Jan. 19, noon – Discussion with Fr.
Ventline on Dr. Martin Luther King’s “Concept of
faith,” at Three Star Restaurant, Jos. Campau and
Commor, RSVP only, 313-530-2777.
SATURDAY, Feb. 13, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop of your recyclables for free.
WEDNESDAY, Feb. 17, 7 p.m. -- The Hamtramck
Midtown Block Club will not meet during December
2015 and January 2016. In 2016, the block club
will meet Wednesday, February 17, at 7 p.m. in St.
Florian's Convent, 2626 Florian; please use the
side entrance. Share information with your friends
and neighbors and listen to guest speakers. Light
refreshments will be served. Please invite others
to join us.

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

12898 Gable • Detroit

REFLECTIONS BY FATHER LAWRENCE VENTLINE,
D.MIN., ON THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., AND, HIS CONCEPT OF FAITH WITH THE DISSERTATION OF FATHER RANDY PHILLIPS, SUNDAY,
JAN. 17, 3 pm, in Rose's Family Kitchen, 31301
Harper Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI., Meeting Room.
RSVP at LawrenceMatthewVentline@gmail.com.
All are welcome!

Located approximately one mile
from Hamtramck;
Near Mound Rd. & Charles.
3-Bedrooms, Living Room, Dining
Room, Basement,
2 ½ Car Garage. Motivated Seller!

$29,900

Certified
Residential
Specialist

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

DEAR FATHER V,
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, THERE IS NOTHING I SHALL WANT...FEAR. Psalm 23
So much worry and fear fills us, and, our culture since 9/11.
Yet, a God CONNECT will free me from fear and grief, loss, from even deprssion when I CONNECT WITH THE CREATOR OFTEN EACH DAY.
TRY PAUSING SOME, BE STILL, SHUT UP...LISTEN TO THE LORD OF LIFE!
MAKE MERCY MATTER MORE TODAY.
FORBEARANCE MENDS FRACTURED RELATIONS, MORE.
A BIT OF BEAUTY IS IN YOU. FOR SURE. BELIEVE IT. BE BOLD IN BELIEVING.
- PERSONAL HINTS THAT KEEP ME PEACEFUL JUST FOR TODAY.

Multi-Family Homes
2654 Commor - $79,900 - BACK ON MARKET!
Single Family Homes
9801 Dequindre - $29,900 - NEW!
Vacant Land
12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp. - $34,900
Sutton - Dryden - $37,500
Crawford - $29,800 NEW PRICE!
Hamtramck Rental
11637 Sobieski, Unit #1 (lwr) - $600/mo
water incl.
11637 Sobieski, Unit #2 (upr) - $500/mo
water incl.

Lapeer
304 Devonshire (Condo) - $245,900 NEW!
304 Devonshire (Condo) - For Lease $1600/mo.
Armada
22363 32 Mile Rd. - $199,000 - NEW PRICE!
Dryden Twp.
3373 Thornville Rd. - $249,900 - NEW!
Shelby Twp.
55018 Belle Rose Dr - $238,900 - NEW!
Romeo
297 W. St. Clair - $109,900
Richfield Twp.
10468 Richfield - $249,900
Attica Twp.
4759 Attica Rd. - $30,000 Bank Owned

Land Contracts
Available on Many
of my properties!
2654 Commor

$79,900

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Phone (313) 874-2100

7

HOUSE FOR SALE

2 br. lower, water and appliances included, air
conditioning, blinds, carpet, new windows, on
Dequindre, $485/mo. +
sec. dep., Section 8, vet2 br., living rm., dining, erans and elderly welkitchen, bath, 13117 come. 248-350-9208.
Bloom St., full basement, 1/16
next to White Elementary Share 2 br. apartment,
School, 313-310-3540. 3618 Caniff, 313-7841/22
9329 or 313-649-4093.

Hamtramck, 2 bedroom
upper,
front
room,
kitchen, stove and fridge
included, call Terry, 586558-4708. 1/22

Two houses for sale, near
Hamtramck, each has 2
br., living, dining, basement, 586-360-1029. 1/22

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Jan. 5-11.
Tuesday, Jan. 5
• A robbery was reported
at Caniff and Charest. The
suspects were two men approximately 18 to 20 years
old with one wearing a redhooded sweatshirt.
• A South Lyon resident
was arrested for possessing
an open intoxicant while
driving.
• A break-in was reported
in the 9300 block of McDougall.
• A resident in the 3900
block of Oliver reported
someone attempted to
steal his car.
• Two men on Andrus
were arrested for assaulting
each other.
• A Casmere resident
was arrested for assaulting
his neighbor with a fence
gate.
Wednesday, Jan. 6
• A Detroit resident was
arrested in Wayne County
Jail on a Hamtramck warrant.
• A Hamtramck resident
was arrested in Oakland
County Jail for being wanted
on a Hamtramck warrant.
• A resident in the 9300
block of Mitchell reported
the theft of a cordless drill
from his car.
• A resident was arrested
for driving without a license
and being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant.
Thursday, Jan. 7
• At a little after 11 p.m.
a resident was robbed at
gunpoint by a man in the
2300 block of Neibel. The
suspect had a pump action

CONDOMINIUM
FOR SALE

NEW PARK-LIKE HARRISON TWP COVE, just completed final of 29-Bldgs,
342-units, 16/ Metro
1/29
Beach Parkway region,
2 br. flat, living room, din5 br., single house, rent Quiet, end unit condoing room, spacious and
with option to buy, land minium FOR SALE, 2 BR,
remodeled, $550/mo +
contract, no pets, 313- FP, wood floors throughsec. dep., water inout, new stainless steel
366-1527. 1/15
cluded, 313-804-4590.
appliances, garage/ front
1/29
entrances,
attached sinHOUSE FOR SALE
gle-car garage, roof-covHamtramck, 1 br., all util3894 Fredo, Hamtramck ered upper balcony facing
ities included, no pets,
border, brick bungalow pond and Lake St. Clair,
586-438-9999. 1/29
with att. garage, 4 br., 1 freshly painted. 313 530
½ baths, full basement 2777 - serious only,
w/glass block windows, 25959 Waterway, 48045,
Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper
new windows, oak floor- quick sale, $130,100.
shall not be liable for failure to publish
ing throughout, walk in 1/22
an ad, for a typographic error or errors
closets, 90 plus furnace,
in publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s insercentral air, new porch,
tion. Adjustments for errors is limited to
check valve in main
the cost of that portion of the ad wherein
sewer – no flooding,
the error occurred. We reserve the
$75,000,
Stanley, 313right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.
460-8002. 1/16

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

shotgun and fled in a car.
• A resident in the 12000
block of Selfridge reported
damage to a window of his
residence.
• A man reported someone broke into his car while
it was parked on Holbrook
and stole several items.
• A resident also reported
that while his car was
parked on Holbrook someone broke into and stole
items.
Friday, Jan. 8
• An employee at a bar in
the 11400 block of Jos.
Campau reported a person
known to her stole her
iPhone.
• A person was arrested
for disorderly conduct following an investigation in
the 2200 block of Danforth.
• A Holmes resident reported someone smashed
her car windshield.
• A landlord reported
being assaulted by his tenant.
• A resident on Grand
Haven reported someone
broke out a window of their
residence.
• A woman reported
being followed by a person
in a black vehicle while in
the Conant-Carpenter area.
Officers drove the woman
home.
Saturday, Jan. 9
• Michigan State Police
reported recovering a car
stolen out of Hamtramck
and the arrest of three suspects.
• At almost 2 a.m. a resident was arrested for getting into a fight at a bar in
the 11400 block of Jos.
Campau.

• At a little after 3 a.m. officers located the driver of a
hit-and-run crash and arrested him.
• At a little after 3:30
a.m. a resident in the 9300
block of McDougall reported
a man was standing on her
porch when she came
home. The suspect, described as having a tattoo of
a cat on his neck, had been
observed peeking into her
windows earlier in the week.
• A resident in the 2300
block of Holmes reported
someone broke out their car
windows.
• A person was arrested
following a domestic dispute in the 9000 block of
McDougall.
Sunday, Jan. 10
• At 12:15 a.m. a suspect was seen trying to
steal items from a car in the
11600 block of Fleming.
• At 1 a.m. a resident was
arrested for fleeing and eluding, possessing an open intoxicant and obstruction.
• At 8:30 a.m. officers secured an open door at a
school in the 2600 block of
Caniff.
• At about 3 p.m. a resident reported being robbed
of her purse by a man on a
bike in the 3000 block of
Caniff.
• A resident reported the
theft of his 2000 Honda
Civic while it was parked in
the 9300 block of Conant.
• At about 9 p.m. two Detroit residents were arrested
for breaking into cars in the
area of Sobieski and Casmere.
Monday, Jan. 11
• A person was arrested
following a traffic stop for offering fraudulent proof of insurance. The car was
impounded.

Service Directory
PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,
Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

Ask for Details

10% OFF

Service
Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122

CPI

11647 Jos. Campau

Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job Installation or Repair

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters
• Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated
and Located in Hamtramck

Not to be combined with any other offer.

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

EXCAVATING

EXCAVATING, INC.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Installation
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Repairs
Since 1965.
Fast Same Day Service
• Licensed & Insured
Radio Dispatched
• Residential & Commercial

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR

Servicing
Hamtramck
for
16 Years
Licensed,
Insured & Bonded
in Hamtramck

Water Main & Sewer Repair
Taps, Line Stopping

586-493-9076
24 Hour Emergency Response
“When in Doubt, Call CPI Out”
— 40 Years Experience —

Get it Done Right the
First Time with Warranty!
www.cpiexcavating.com

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

6/30/13

We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

ROOFING

PLUMBING &
HEATING

(313) 365-8630

20

OFF

POWDER COATING

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

www.waterworkplumbing.com

6/24/16

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

A biblical jubilee year of mercy marked with corporal/spiritual works of the Gospel of Matthew,
Chapter 25 in 2016 to clothe the naked, visit the
imprisoned, forgive self and others...."I am the way,
the truth and the life," Jesus said. He is the door
and gate that opens to all in reconciling forgiveness
and compassion. show mercy.
Make A Pilgrimage to Shrines of Italy with

Father Lawrence Ventline, May 17-27.
Call 888-878-8187 Jimadair@thecatholictour.Com
— Make Mercy Matter —

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352
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Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

69 29

$

$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Proud
Supporter
of:

Pay Your Utility Bills at King Cole • Check Cashing
ATM Machine • Notary Public • Jitney Driver Service

Store Hours:
Mon thru Sat: 8 AM to 9 PM
Sun: 8 AM to 7 PM

49

1

2

4

KING COLE WELCOMES GLORY SUPERMARKET
CUSTOMERS. We are less than 2 Miles away!
COME SAVE WITH US!

3

From Our Service Counter
USDA Choice Boneless Beef
Lipari
Special Trimmed, Lean & Meaty
Grade A
Provolone or
Chicken Thighs Boneless Center Bottom Round Sara Lee Honey
or Drumsticks Cut Pork Chops Rotisserie Roasts Turkey Breast or Yellow American
Sold as roast only
Value Pack
Honey Ham
Value Pack
Cheese

$ 79
$ 99 $ 99 $ 99
3 Week January Winter Sale

¢

lb.

10

Reese’s Mini Crispy Wafers 6.3 oz. or

10/$

Butterfinger Fun Size
Candy Bars

10

Kraft Philadelphia Original Soft
Cream Cheese 10 oz. Bonus Size or

11.5 oz. or York Minis 8 oz.

5

All Varieties 12 pk. 12 oz cans

2/$

lb.

10/$

Pillsbury Grand Biscuits
16.3 oz.

5

All Varieties

2/$

Faygo or
Coke Products

Purex Liquid
Laundry Detergent

6 pk., 16.9 oz. btls. + deposit

43.5-50 oz.

lb.

10

All Varieties

Coke, 7-Up or Faygo
Products

10/$

or Sierra Mist, Crush, Schweppes or
Lipton 2 liter btls + deposit

4

12 ct. Double Roll

10/$

lb.

10

10

All Varieties

10/$

Dean’s Country Fresh
Twin Pops

96 oz.

6 ct. or Ice Cream pint

69

Starkist Chunk
Light Tuna

or Bounty Basic Paper Towels 6 ct.

in Water or Oil 5 oz. can

¢

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

5

Fresh
Salmon
Fillets

$ 99
lb.

Sale Dates:
Mon., Jan 11 - Sun., Jan. 31

Sunny D Burst
Citrus Blast Drink

Charmin Basic or White
Cloud Bath Tissue

$ 99

lb.

Farm Raised

1

Smucker’s Grape Jelly
or Jam

$ 97

10

4 ct.

10/$

Angel Soft
Bath Tissue

4 ct. or Facial Tissue 75 ct.

Country Buttermilk, Cracked
Wheat, Honey Whole Grain or
100% Whole Wheat 24 oz.

4/$

5

32 oz. or All Varieties 16 oz.

Aunt Millie’s
Homestyle Bread

Jif Peanut Butter

24 oz. or All Varieties English Muﬃns 6 ct.
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— Dr. Myron Lederman —
Continued from front page

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

FREE WI-FI

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

Monday

Wednesday

Continued on page 12

Domestic

DOLLAR BEER

FREE POOL
Characters
Always
Welcome!

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

