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Quick Hits
Whew! Are we glad
winter is over. Good riddance to freezing temperatures, icy roads
and shoveling snow.
Oh wait a minute,
that didn’t really happen this winter. Instead
we had freaky warmish
temps and very little
snow.
And now time is running out for winter.
How’s that?
You know winter’s
days are numbered
when Daylight Saving
Time returns, which it
does
this
Sunday
(March 13) at 2 a.m.
when we spring forward
and turn our clocks one
hour ahead.
Winter’s death finally
comes the following
Sunday (March 20)
when spring begins.
So long winter, and
take your time coming
back.

Quote of
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“He stands for the
working people.”

Focus is now on recreation
department’s millage renewal
By Charles Sercombe
With one election out of
the way here in Hamtramck, get ready for another.
On May 3 the Hamtramck Public School District’s
Recreation
Department is seeking a
renewal of its recreation
tax.
The recreation tax is a
little over 4 mills and if renewed would be in place

Voters will return to the polls on May 3 to vote on a millage renewal for the public
schools’ recreation department. The program attracts hundreds of adults and
kids each year to its programs.

Hamtramck’s “Al the Only”
will be performing card
tricks at a fundraiser Friday
(March 11) for the recreation department’s millage
renewal.

for 10 years. The tax has
been in place for 20
years, and it now generates over $800,000 per
year.
Hundreds of children
and adults enroll in the
department’s programs
each year.
A campaign committee
has been formed to pro-

Space explorers on a stroll
By Walter Wasacz
(Editor’s note: City Life is
a column about walkable
discovery in Hamtramck.)
My friend and project
partner Dimitri Hegemann
flew back to Berlin
Wednesday. He was here
for a week, staying as a
guest at the Detroit Zen
Center. We did some busi-

ness he came here to do
— our group, the DetroitBerlin Connection, is working on activating an east
side Detroit industrial
space using outsider tactics that helped Berlin reinvent itself after the fall of
the Wall in 1989.
His company, Tresor, directly inspired by Detroit

en
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Gift Certiﬁcates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

techno music in the early
1990s, is currently celebrating 25 years as a label
and a club (actually four
clubs and a 5,000-person
capacity
performance
space) now housed in a
former East German power
station called Kraftwerk
Berlin.
Dimitri calls himself a
space explorer, meaning he
seeks out reusable vacant
space, attaches radical but
doable ideas to it and
helps fill it with high quality
art, music, food and people. His tools are not physical: hype and momentum
are his tools. He is in demand as a speaker in
places like Amsterdam and

Madrid, where he advocates for an economy that
never stops.
He often says “Berlin
would collapse immediately” if bars would close
at 2 a.m. as they do in
Michigan. He tells the story
of how an American general in command of the
American sector in postwar Berlin — which had
been divided into four
zones among Allied powers
France, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and
the United States — extended drinking hours
around the clock as an act
of one-upmanship over the
Russians, who had a 9
Continued on page 2
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plained it, it was a nobrainer.”
The committee has already held a couple of
fundraisers and more will
be coming up.
Today, Friday (March 11)
a fundraiser will be held
at the Polish Sea League,
located at 2601 Edwin,
Continued on page 8

By Charles Sercombe
For what appears to be
an indefinite period of
time, the idea of allowing
medical marijuana dispensaries to operate in
Hamtramck has gone up
in smoke.
City Manager Katrina
Powell was asked a year
ago when she first came
on board to come up
with an ordinance to regulate the growing industry. There has not been a
word since.
In light of a first-ever
local ordinance she is
proposing to make the
use and possession of
marijuana illegal, we
asked Powell what the
status is on dispensaries.
It’s not going to happen any time soon.
“The issue was tabled
by the city to observe
pending litigation in
other cities and proposed legislation,” Powell said.
“Some of those are
ongoing, including the
new House bill regarding
dispensaries. It would
be more prudent for the
city to wait and enact an
ordinance that is based
on current legislation
versus having to change
the ordinance later on to
comply
with
state
law. Once the legislature
takes a stand once and
for all on this issue, we
can all move forward.”
Next Tuesday the council will take up the newlyformed local ordinance
making marijuana possession a misdemeanor
with a fine of up to
$500.
There is also a hearing
Tuesday (March 15) durContinued on page 2
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mote the renewal. School
Board Vice President
Evan Major is the chairman of the committee. He
said volunteers started
going door-to-door this
week.
“I did it last week to
test the waters,” Major
said. “People weren’t
aware of it, but when I ex-

No go
on pot
dispensaries
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Live
Music!

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

313-872-0387
Home of the Original
Taco & Reuben Pierogies

• Rueben Pierogis • Corned Beef & Cabbage
Dinners! Food served Noon-10pm

Lunch & Dinner
Served Noon-9pm
Lake Perch Dinner
Cod Dinner
Fish Sandwich
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p.m. curfew.
The action was never reversed and had a profound
impact on social and cultural life in Berlin. But not
in ways you might expect.
Dimitri says it gave the
thinkers and the dreamers
more headspace to create
the future. It was the quiet
hours of the deep night
that helped make Berlin
what it is today, not the
party business model (no
doubt also spectacularly
successful) for which it is

known.
While he was here we
also had time for fun at the
Hamtramck Music Festival,
some good food at Royal
Kabob and Ali Baba, coffee
at Cafe 1923 and, of
course, some walks.
Dimitri has thoughts and
insights about everything
so this was a golden opportunity to pick his brain
about Hamtramck, in particular the commercial potential of this place.
I should say this to start
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before our tour begins: he
stays here each time he
comes to Detroit. The Zen
community has been especially gracious in hosting
him. The food is healthy
and delicious, the vibe is
always warm, he is well
cared for there. He has
other friends in Hamtramck, has stayed at my
house and with our mutual
friend Aaron Siegal, a
techno producer, DJ, label
owner and distributor with
a growing following around
the world.
If you bump into kids
from Europe this spring
and summer hanging
around Hamtramck there is
a good chance Dimitri is responsible, at least indirectly. He is a giant inside
the techno universe, which
had its origins in Detroit before going viral around the
world, growing a youth culture that he says is bigger
than what boomer hippies
launched in the 1960s.
And yes, he says, Berlin
social scientists and statisticians have metrics to
prove him right. There are
20,000 hostel beds in
Berlin alone, thousands
more across Europe. There
are less than 20 in all of
Detroit. If our project takes
hold, that number will grow
quickly, more visitors will
come. Hamtramck, with its
attractive combination of
authenticity, affordability
and diversity, should benefit hugely.
On Monday, a sunny and
warm day after a weekend
of snow and cold weather,
we walked from Mitchell
and Casmere to Jos. Campau and then turned south.
He was looking for some

• 24 Hour
Security
• Recreation
Areas
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

All parties interested
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3
qualified business at www.hud.gov:
• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

items for his daughter, but
flavored lip gloss was proving hard to find.
I thought we’d get it at
CVS, so we headed there.
About midway between
Caniff and Evaline he said
he wanted to stop for coffee. The closest place was
Cafe 1923, not far but
roughly eight blocks away.
“But that’s too far,’ he
said. “There should be one
here, and another there.”
He pointed randomly at
buildings on either side of
Jos. Campau as we neared
Holbrook. “There should be
a restaurant here, with
good food. We should sit
outside on a day like
today.”
As we walked past the
Port Bar, I re-imagined its
length along the sidewalk
covered by tables and
chairs, people sitting enjoying the sun. I shared my
thoughts with Dimitri. “Exactly,” he said. “Just a few
places to begin. Coffee and
food will change the entire
picture.”
There are, in fact, good
things developing near that
section of Jos. Campau. A
bike shop is in the works
for the building at the corner of Florian St. A few
blocks north of there, another longtime Midtown retailer is relocating to the
central business district.
Farther south, in the former
Kopytko market, the couple
behind HenriettaHaus Cofferoasters has been renovating that building near
Andrus St. hoping to open
for business later this year.
biggest
game
The
changer of all might come
when the Inner Circle
Greenway is completed.
This is a 26-mile trail that
will push straight through
Hamtramck. This means a
direct connection to Eastern Market and the Dequindre Cut to the south, and to
a proposed loop to the
north that will hook west
and eventually skirt along
the western edges of Dearborn before heading back
east into downtown Detroit.
The plan is for the trail to
enter the city at Hamtramck Drive and head directly north on Jos.
Campau, with proposed
Continued on page 8
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No go on pot
dispensaries
Continued from front page

ing the meeting to allow
the public to speak on
the issue. The meeting
starts at 7 p.m.
Although Powell is not
willing to move forward
on the dispensary issue
because of pending
changes to the law, there
is also a pending ballot
issue for state voters to
decide on whether to legalize recreational marijuana use.
So far, some on the
city council, and the
mayor as well, are questioning Tuesday’s ordinance. At the last
council meeting it was
suggested that the city
should downgrade the ordinance from a misdemeanor to a civil
infraction in which a
much smaller fine would
be imposed.
There are 17 cities in
the state with such an
ordinance, and there are

four states that have
made marijuana use
legal.
But there are some
cities that are sending
out mixed messages.
Detroit voters, for example, voted to legalize
marijuana. But Mayor
Mike Duggan is now moving toward severely restricting
medical
marijuana dispensaries.
In Hamtramck, the city
never adopted a local
misdemeanor ordinance
outlawing marijuana use.
For the past several
decades the police department has relied on
the state’s ordinance
prohibiting it.
By using the state law,
most of the fines go into
the pockets of the state,
not the local district
court. By adopting a
local ordinance, the city’s
district court will keep
most of the fines.

Continued from front page

FREE WI-FI

Monday

Wednesday

Continued on page 12

Domestic

DOLLAR BEER

FREE POOL
Characters
Always
Welcome!

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

This week at the library...
ESL Class – Monday,
March 14, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
Tuesday
Family
Movie – Tuesday, March
15, 4p.m. Join us for a
reading and viewing of
“Where the Wild Things
Are.” (Refreshments
will be provided.)
Citizenship Classes –
Tuesday, March 15, 5
p.m. Hamtramck residents can get help in
preparing for their citizenship exam. Classes
are free. Registration
is required.

ESL Class – Wednesday, March 16, 9 a.m.
and 2:30 p.m. ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
Movie Night Wednesday -- At 6:30 p.m.
March 16, “The Big
Short”; March 30, “The
Hateful Eight.”

Metro's Free Tax Program offers accessible
services
throughout
Wayne County, with different times and locations.
While appointments are
encouraged, walk-ins are
also accepted. To make
an appointment please
call: (313) 388-9799.

Michigan
Activity
Pass -- The pass will enable Library card holdESL Class – Friday, ers to obtain a one-time
March 18, 9 a.m. and free entry into any
2:30 p.m. ESL classes Michigan State park or
are free to all Ham- recreation area, and
tramck residents. Reg- free entry into over 100
participating cultural inistration is required.
stitutions. Ask at the
Tax program -- Mon- circulation desk for
days, through April 11, more details.
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wayne

For more information about events at the library
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access our online catalog.

Friday, March 4, 2016
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It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us

Recreation Department
News
• Saturday, March 19 -Bunny Breakfast from 1011a.m. at the Community
Center.
Spring is just around the
corner, and the Easter
Bunny is ready to celebrate! Kids can enjoy an
exciting great breakfast
with their family before the
Great Egg Scramble.
This hopping event is sure
to fill up quickly so place
your reservation today.
Register at the Hamtramck High School Community Center. The fee is
$3 for adults and $2 children ages 10 and
under.
• Saturday, March 19 -The Great Egg Scramble
starts at 11 a.m. at the
Community Center. Hop
on over for an “eggseptionally” good time with an egg
hunt, candy and prizes!
Bring a basket to fill with
goodies. No need to preregister, just come on
down. Each child must be
able to get the eggs themselves to participate. Parents are not allowed on
the gym floor during the
scramble. Residents Only.
No admission fee.
Kosciuszko Middle
School News
The Student Council February Class Quilt results
are in. The theme was
“What do you love about
yourself?” and Valentine’s
Day.
The winning class was

survey will be anonymous. Your honest opinion is appreciated. Thank
you in advance for your
time and attention.
Hamtramck High School
News
Students Abdulrahman
Nasher and Aziz Alzamzami worked with Mr.
David Preston to identify
different chemical elements using atomic modeling.
Holbrook Elementary
School News
• Tuesday, March 15,
8:30 a.m. -- P.O.G.S (Parents of Great Students)
meeting. All Holbrook parents are encouraged to attend.
n

Above: Students at the Early Childhood Elementary School
celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss. Below: Students Abdulrahman Nasher and Aziz Alzamzami work with Mr. David
Preston to identify different chemical elements using
atomic modeling.

Ms. Madelyn Porter’s
class. Their quilt was very
original and creative. It
was also really unique.

n

Leaders

In an effort to improve
system
practices,
Kosciuszko Middle School
is conducting a community
survey. We value your
opinion and ask that you
take the time to complete
this survey.
In order to complete the
survey, please go to:
http://advanc-ed.org/survey/public/4516783.
Please be assured that
your responses to this

in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

• Beautiful smile
reflecting healthy
teeth
• NYU Graduate
Dr. Sami Bilani
welcomes you in
many languages

Congratulations to Ms.
Porter’s academic support
class. Each student received a goodie bag filled
with pencils, erasers, pencil sharpeners and snacks.

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!

Florian Dental welcomes
new patients with a big smile
and continuous oﬀers!
Call to check our oﬀers at:
(313) 875-1700

www.DentistSamiBilani.com
for the Weekly
Dental
Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in
Emergencies
Welcome
• We accept most
insurances.

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday - Saturday
10am-2pm

OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St.
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CALL NOW!
313-875-1700
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Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!
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March is Reading Month
Activities for the week of
March 14-19: D.E.A.R –
Drop Everything and Read
(students wear jogging
pants); Show Your Talent
(students do something
pertaining to reading); Balloons in the Clouds (all stuwill
write
a
dents
message, place into a balloon and release the heContinued on page 4

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 93 Years
of Traditional,
Catholic, and
Democratic Church

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us
March 12 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.
March 16 - Lenten Devotion 7 p.m.
March 20 - Palm Sunday-Blessing &
Distribution of Palms, Bake Sale
March 23 - Lenten Devotion 7 p.m.
March 24 - Maundy Thursday, General
Confession 6:45p.m., Holy Mass 7 p.m.
March 25 - Good Friday Adoration of the Cross
12-3 p.m. Sorrowful Lamentations 7 p.m.
March 26 - Holy Saturday Liturgy, 9:30 a.m.
Blessing of food baskets at: 11am, 1 pm,
2 pm, and 3 pm.
March 27 - Resurrection of Our Lord, 7 am
Procession & Holy Mass, 9 am Holy Mass
March 28 - Easter Monday, Holy Mass in
Polish, 10 am

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

GRAND
OPENING
MARCH 18
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Music fans crowd city streets for
annual festival
By Charles Sercombe
Last weekend seemed
like a different Hamtramck.
Or maybe a preview of
what Hamtramck could
become: A mecca for
young adults, musicians,
and anyone looking for a
good time.
The city played host to
the 3rd Annual Hamtramck Music Festival,
and by the looks of
things, even more people
attended than in previous
years, which means
something that was already a major success
just ratcheted things up a

couple of notches.
On both Friday and Saturday nights thousands of
music lovers were bar
hopping all over town. And
they were here early,
when the festival started
at 9 p.m. or so.
In most venues, it was
shoulder-to-shoulder
packed. In any given hour
you could hear a wide-variety of music, from folk,
to rock, to something experimental.
And this being a music
festival, there was a certain aroma in the air no
matter where you went.
Let’s just say that for two

The students also made
“oobleck, a goo” written
in
the
book
about
“Bartholomew and the
Oobleck" and shared treats.

Outrageous Cherry at PLAV Post 10, Friday.

Bangla School of Music at Bank Suey, Saturday.

Danny and the Darleans were one of over 200 bands and
performers who participated in last weekend’s 3rd Annual
Hamtramck Music Festival.

nights there seemed to
be a skunk on the loose.
Hamtramck police reported no criminal incidents starting Friday night
through Saturday.

On hand in force Friday
night were Michigan State
Police, who seemed to
focus on the safety of the
festivalgoers walking the
streets.

Primary election voters
support Clinton and Trump
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck
voters
weren’t quite feeling the
“Bern” like other Michigan
voters.
On Tuesday, voters here
gave Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton the slight edge over
her main competitor,
Bernie Sanders. But Clinton won just by a hair here,
edging out Sanders 1,002
to 953.
Statewide,
Sanders
barely beat out Clinton in
what has been called an
upset win.

On the Republican side
of the presidential primary
ballot, frontrunner Donald
Trump left his challengers
in the dust with 192 votes
compared to runner-up
John Kasich, who garnered
55 votes.
Trump also won in the
statewide election results.
City
Clerk
August
Gitschlag credited Clinton’s win here to absentee
voters, who usually are elderly and likely to vote for
the establishment candidate.
Voter turnout was high,

Continued from page 3

at 2,340. That’s a number
one usually sees for a regular general election.
This year’s presidential
primary elections have
seen higher than usual
voter turnout nationwide.
Political observers say
it’s likely that come November it will be Trump squaring off with Clinton.
While Hamtramck has
historically been heavily
supportive of Democratic
candidates, there are anywhere from 100 to 300
voters who support Republicans.

On election day we
caught up with voter Asia
Markham just before she
cast her vote at the Hamtramck High School Community Center.
Without hesitation she
said she was a Sanders
supporter.
“He stands for the working people,” she said.
And coming out of the
Community Center after
voting, Mohammed Uddin
gave a one-word response
as to why he supports Clinton.
“Experience,” he said.

lium filled balloon); Decorate Your Classroom Door;
Dress as Your Favorite
Character; Read to an
Adult. Scholastic Book
Fair Monday, March 21Thursday, March 24.
More information will be
provided soon. March is
Reading Month. Community Readers Day is on
Wednesday, March 23.
• ESL classes began at
Elementary
Holbrook
School. Please contact
the school if interested at
(313) 872-3203.
Early Childhood Elementary School News
Tuesday, March 2 -Early Childhood Elementary students celebrated
Dr.
Seuss'
birthday.
Theodor Geisel adopted
the pen name, Dr. Seuss,
and authored popular children's books such as
“The Cat and The Hat”
and “The Grinch Who
Stole Christmas.”
His work has sold over
600 million copies and the
books have been translated into more than 20
languages.
Students at the Early
Childhood
Elementary
dressed as characters,
shared and read books.

Hamtramck Public Schools
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Pre-School (ECE only) and Kindergarten
registration for the 2016/2017 school year
3OHDVHEULQJWKHIROORZLQJWRVDYH\RXUFKLOG¶VVSRW
*Original birth certificate

*Up-to-date immunization record
*Parent ID

*2 Proof of residency (utility bill, mortgage, etc.)

*Proof of income (preschool only)

Dickinson West Elementary School News
Mrs. Bradley's 5th grade
class and Dickinson West
Nature's Vision Fundraising Sellers are a part of
our "Green Crew" this
year.
They are responsible for
the 20 activities that we
do at our school to make
us a Michigan Green
School. They help in raising funds for the Animal
Adoption at the Detroit
Zoo, cleaning up the
school yard, filling up the
birdhouses and taking
care of the potted plots in
and out of the school
building.
We are continuing to collect #2 plastic bottles to
melt into benches we can
use, called “Bottles To
Benches.”
We collect our cereal
bowls in the morning,
started a returnable plastic bottle and can drive,
which are collected in our
big blue bin inside of the
school. We sent home a
Home Water and Energy
Audit that was returned to
school for a free dress day
at Dickinson West.
Metroparks have visited
and we plan on taking a
trip on the Detroit River to
learn about our Michigan
Watershed with the Great
Lakes Education Program
at Lake Erie Metropark.
We are currently preparing for our Dickinson West
Earth Day and looking forward to a great composting treat. We just applied
to be a Michigan Green
School again this year by
helping with recycling, energy saving, environmental
protection and other projects that help our building
be more Earth friendly.
• Tuesday, March 15 -4th -6th grade students
will be attending an antibully assembly from 1:302:30 p.m.
Dickinson East Elementary School News
• Tuesday, March 15 -Dickinson East is welcoming Community Readers to
help celebrate Reading
Month.
All Schools
• Friday, March 11 -- No
school for students. Professional Development
Day for teachers.
• Friday, March 25-April
3 -- No school for students. Spring Break.
• Monday, April 4 -School resumes.
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

For every $100
spent in locally
owned business,
$68 returns to
the community
source: the350project.net
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School Board News …

In Our Opinion
Governor deserves credit for
adding to Hamtramck’s security
Right now Gov. Rick
Snyder isn’t the most
popular guy in the
state.
His handling of the
Flint water crisis continues to come under fire.
Politically, the governor
looks beyond repair,
and the gracious thing
for him to do is resign.
But this is not the
point of this editorial.
Instead, we offer
praise to Snyder for advocating and getting
money to help subsidize our police patrols.
Last week we reported that the governor was able to get the
legislature to allocate

$1.5 million to pay for
state police patrols that
will alternate between
here, Highland Park,
and Harper Woods.
Last Friday, there
were several state police patrol cars that
added greatly to the security of the city when it
needed it the most: the
annual
Hamtramck
Music Festival.
It was nice to see the
extra security to make
sure festivalgoers remained safe. We also
noticed patrols down
the side streets –
something we rarely
see happening.
The extra police pres-

ence paid off in other
ways: According to the
Hamtramck Police Department incident reports, not a single
criminal activity was reported that night and
throughout Saturday.
Hamtramck, it appears, was one of the
safest urban cities in
this country for at least
one night.
Gov. Snyder probably
doesn’t hear this too
often these days, but
thanks governor for
being on the lookout for
Hamtramck’s
wellbeing.

For sale… We recently
received an email from
Greg Kowalski, the writer
of the popular “Lore of
Hamtramck” series we
print in The Review,
about the latest goingson at the Hamtramck
Historical Museum.
Greg is also the Chairman of the city’s Historical Commission. Anyway,
here’s the latest news
from the museum:
“You can now own the
fabulous photos of Hamtramckans that made up
the ‘Faces of Polish Diaspora: People of Hamtramck’ exhibit at the
Hamtramck Historical
Museum.
“The more than two
dozen photos of Hamtramck persons, places
and events are now on
sale at the museum. The
photos were the core of
the exhibit, which was
held in conjunction with
the Polish Emigration
Museum in Gdynia,
Poland.
“The photos were
taken by Tomek Zarek,
who graciously donated
them to the Hamtramck
Historical Museum to
sell as a fundraiser for
the museum. All are
framed and sell for $25,
$50 and $100 depend-

ing on size.
“The photos range
from whimsical to insightful, and all offer a
unique perspective of
Hamtramck and its varied residents. Although
the exhibit is officially on
Hamtramck’s
Polish
community, in fact it
ranged far beyond that
to include many of the
city’s Muslim and other
ethnic residents.
“The photos are on
display at the museum,
9525 Jos. Campau.
Hours are 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday and by appointment.
Call (313) 574-9758.
“Persons depicted in
the photos especially
might be interested in
acquiring them.”

have since been hauled
away, but there were two
apartments attached to
the store.
Wilk says there might
have been someone
squatting in one of the
apartments who may
have created a fire to
keep warm. It’s not unusual in instances like
this the fire grows out of
control.
By the time firefighters
arrived, Wilk said the fire
was “going good.”
And because there had
been two previous fires,
firefighters
couldn’t
enter the unstable structure for fear that it would
fall down on them.
Detroit
firefighters
were also on hand to
help put out the fire.
The matter is still
under investigation. In
the meantime, an empty
lot has just opened up
for those looking to develop something.

Fire… We had to go to
print one day earlier than
usual last week, so we
missed out on reporting
on a major fire that happened last week early
Monday morning.
Fire Chief Paul Wilk
called to fill us in.
A former party store on
the corner of Carpenter
and Charest went up in
flames for the third and
final time about 5 a.m.
that Monday. The remains of the building

By Evan Major
Vice President of the
Hamtramck School Board
Tonight (March 9) was
an outstanding meeting
with good news in many
directions.
The Yemeni American
Leadership Association
(YALA) presented an exciting partnership opportunity to the board. Our
adult education programs
at Horizon Educational
Center have a waiting list
nearly as long as the
present enrollment.
Our main barrier to serving this community need
is space. Currently, we
use every square inch
possible and hold classes
at 4 different locations
around the community.
The idea was presented
that we partner on the development of a new property that would serve not
only as additional space
for adult education programs, but as a "onestop-shop" for many of
the needs of our newly arriving immigrants. We are
simply in the exploration
stage at this point, but
are excited about the
prospect! Thanks to
Moortadha Obeid for presenting!
n

The 3C7 block club presented another fun partnership opportunity that
could benefit our city. The
block club has done a lot
of work to develop an antilitter campaign, and is
proposing that they partner with HPS art classes
to develop the artwork
that will wrap their new
garbage can installations
around the city.
Their next stop is to city
council to explore any potential ordinance conflicts
they might encounter. It
sounds like a great idea,
and there is research that
suggests public art is a
strong deterrent for littering. Hopefully, we can continue to build on our
strong presence of public

art. Thanks to Paul Krysinski for the presentation.
n

The 2015/16 budget
was amended as well.
Our current year operating
surplus was projected at
$1,679,280 and was
amended to $3,475,180.
The original estimated
ending general fund balance was $3,730,792
and was amended to
$5,862,068.
These projections are a
tremendous turnaround
from the financial state of
the district only 6 years
ago when there was a
large deficit.
A special thank you to
all the employees who
sacrificed to regain our financial health, to the
leadership who were able
to guide us through those
troubling times, and to
the families who continue
to put their faith in our
system. We know there is
still work to be done, but
we are on much stronger
ground to face our remaining challenges.
n

The Hamtramck FIRST
Robotics Team took 2nd
place at their regional
tournament over the
weekend. They defeated
multiple higher seeded
opponents to reach the finals and eventually lost to
the #1 seed. A big congratulations to them and
their dedicated coach, Mr.
Stofflet.
n

Two Hamtramck wrestlers
earned All-State status over
the weekend as well. Stahj
McCoy and Wasam Kasem
both placed 8th in their respective weight classes. As
a former Hamtramck High
wrestling coach, I am proud
the program Adam Mused
started has become so successful over the years, now
having the first two state
placers in school history.
And as fate would have it,
we are looking for a new
varsity wrestling coach. We
have great kids and a great

community. Please reach
out to me if you're interested so I can connect you
to our Athletic Director.
n

The Hamtramck Historical Museum presented on
a very exciting project
they are undertaking.
They are seeking funding
and partners to develop a
year long process of documenting the immigration
history of Hamtramck
through a massive mural
project that will adorn
168 feet of the interior
walls of the museum.
They are actively seeking partners from all of
Hamtramck's
ethnic
groups to develop each
portion of the mural, and
will celebrate each completed section with a cultural celebration of that
particular ethnic group. If
you are part of an organization that could partner
to develop your group's
portion of the wall, please
contact Thomas Cervenak. The board will also
be submitting a letter of
support.
n

And lastly, a member of
our very dedicated staff,
Ms. Ismail, shared with
us some of the challenges of our newly arrived English Language
Learners at Holbrook Elementary School. Behavior
problems have been observed potentially as a result of their lack of
understanding and engagement with the course
material in their new language. The request was
made for a renewed emphasis on recruiting, hiring,
and
retaining
multi-lingual staff so students can have their best
chance of success. I
wholeheartedly agree and
will also make a renewed
effort to work with our district leadership to support
a solution to this problem.
That's all for now! See
you all next month!
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Prohibition in
Hamtramck: Gangsters,
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99
Available at
Hamtramck Historic
Museum
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City Hall Insider …
CLARK
Janice Clark
(nee Zacharias),
50, died March
9, 2016
Mrs. Clark was the
beloved wife of Ken
(Kenny) for 26 years. Mrs.
Clark was dearest mother
of Kristopher Cassidy;
daughter of Frank and
Marge Zacharias; sister
of Amy Zacharias, Julie
Pasquinelli,
(Matthew)
Martin (Erin) Zacharias;
aunt of Jake, Ryan, Connor, Shane (Zacharias),
Carolyn
and
Rachel
(Pasquinelli); stepmother
of Jamie Clark and Kristi
(Doug) Ehrlich; stepgrandmother to Jessica
Clark, Jasmine Feliciano,
Heather Taulbee.
Visitation is Sunday, 2-8
p.m. with prayers at 5
p.m. at Jurkiewicz & Wilk
Funeral Home, 2396 Caniff, Hamtramck. A memorial Mass will be held
Monday at 10 a.m., at St.
Ladislaus Church in Hamtramck with a family gathering at 9:30 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, the
family would prefer donations to the family.

OLKO
David Martin Olko, 66,
died March 2, 2016.
Mr. Olko was the

husband
of
beloved
Roberta; father of Damon
(Cheryl), James, Jeffery;
the late Daniel Goudey Jr.;
brother of Mark (Vicky),
Betty Ann Nawrocki;
grandfather of Daric,
Johnathan, Jordan. Many
extended family members
also survive.
Funeral service was
held Sunday, March 6 at
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral
Home, 2396 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212. A private cremation followed.

SYCH
Helena Sych, 91, died
March 6, 2016.
Mrs. Sych was preceded into God’s care by
her husband Bronislaw
and children Stanley, Cecilia and Kazmier. Mr.
Sych was the loving
mother
of
Teresa,
Christina Konieczki-Martin, Mary (Sal) Intravia and
Richard (Pamela); dear
grandmother of ten; cherished great-grandmother
of six.
The Mass of Christian
Burial was Thursday at St.
Hyacinth Church. Interment was at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery. Arrangements
were entrusted to Krot Funeral Home in Hamtramck.

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
Feb. 8, and all councilmembers were present
except for Councilmember
Mohammed Hassan.
Before the regular meeting the council met in a
work session. During that
meeting a discussion was
held on a Hamtramck recycling company receiving
a huge reduction in its
property value.
The company was able
to reduce its property
value from almost $1 million to $168,074. The city
was forced to refund the
company $19,000 in past
property taxes paid.
“It’s not something
we’re happy about,” said
City Manager Katrina Powell.
Powell added that the
company’s attorney is also
a good friend of one of the
tax commission members

who heard the company’s
appeal.
In another matter, Powell
said that next year’s Community
Development
Block Grant could be “up
in the air.” She said the
state will change the formula on how this state development
grant
is
allocated.
Hamtramck has automatically received the
grant in past years, which
has been spent mainly on
improving parks and funding clean-up programs.
Moving on, a brochure is
now available, Powell said,
that explains the fees included on city water bills.
The brochure, however,
won’t be mailed to households because of the expense in doing so.
Powell talked about a
tow truck operator who
some say has been aggressively towing cars

parked after hours on
business lots without the
knowledge or permission
of the lot owners.
Powell said she will be

presenting an ordinance
to regulate tow truck
services.
During the regular meeting Councilmember Anam
Miah suggested scheduling works sessions to set
goals for the city manager.
He also asked for a
closed session to get an
update on pending legal
matters.

Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900

Coming events
SATURDAY, March 12, 2-4 p.m. – The Holy
Cross Parish Soup Kitchen is open, 2311 Pulaski
and Fleming. All are welcome.

danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

SATURDAY, March 12, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s
Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop of your recyclables for free.

HUD Certified

John Ulaj

MONDAY, March 14, 6:30 p.m. – Hamtramck
Town Hall Meeting will be held at the Hamtramck
Public Library, 2360 Caniff. Topics include:
"CrimeStoppers" Guest Speaker; US ECOLOGY
toxic waste management facility near Hamtramck
- Come voice your concerns and comments.
WEDNESDAY, March 16, 7 p.m. -- The Hamtramck Midtown Block Club will meet in St. Florian's Convent, 2626 Florian; please use the side
entrance. Join us and invite your neighbors and
friends as we discuss our project, safety concerns
and upcoming events around town. Guest speakers are regularly featured, along with light refreshments. Thank you in advance for showing your
support by attending our meetings, usually held
the third Wednesday of the month.

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

12898 Gable • Detroit
Located approximately one mile
from Hamtramck;
Near Mound Rd. & Charles.
3-Bedrooms, Living Room, Dining
Room, Basement,
2 ½ Car Garage. Motivated Seller!

$29,900

Certified
Residential
Specialist

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

Multi-Family Homes
2654 Commor - $79,900 - PENDING!
2424 Botsford - 74,900 - NEW!
Vacant Land
Sutton - Dryden - $34,900 - NEW PRICE!
6801 Holland - $134,900 - NEW PRICE!
Hamtramck Rental
11637 Sobieski, Unit #2 (upr) - $500/mo water incl.
Armada
22363 32 Mile Rd. - $189,000 - NEW PRICE!
Dryden Twp.
3373 Thornville Rd. - $249,900 - NEW!
Pontiac
91 Home - $24,900 - PENDING!
88 Home - $24,900 - PENDING!
Shelby Twp.
55018 Belle Rose Dr - $214,900 - NEW PRICE!

Romeo
297 W. St. Clair - $135,000 NEW PRICE! BACK
ON THE MARKET!
Richfield Twp.
10468 Richfield - $249,900
Warren
13531 Angela - $84,900 - PENDING!
Fraser
16160 Clarkston (condo) $54,900 - NEW! PRICE!
Harper Woods
19978 Hunt Club - $99,900 - NEW!

Land Contracts
Available on Many
of my properties!
New! 2424 Botsford
Newer roof and plumbing. Updated
electric, full basement. Both units
have front and rear entrances.

$74,900

Elba Twp.
53445 Davison - $74,900 - NEW!
Flint
2539 Flushing - $8,750 - NEW!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

Hamtramck, 9491 McDougall, 2nd floor, 2 br.,
family room, kitchen, no
pets, ask for Doda or
David, 586-722-8963.

Hamtramck Review

HOUSE FOR SALE

Phone (313) 874-2100

HELP WANTED

Experienced caregivers,
non-medical, private duty
in seniors’ homes, valid
driver’s license required,
FT, PT & live in, flexible
schedules, pay $9.504/1
$15
dependent
on
HOUSE
client, apply online at:
2 room studio, upper, furFOR RENT
helpseniors.net, 586nished, utilities not in1
br., 782-6363, ext. 601 3/25
cluded,
no
pets, Hamtramck,
$350/mo. + security $500/mo., all utilities indep., 248-892-7257. 3/11 cluded, no pets please,
SEAMSTRESS
586-438-9999. 3/25
WANTED
Beautifully remodeled, 1
Professional seamstress
br. upper, Hamtramck,
wanted for full or part
$450/mo., + sec. dep.,
time work in Southfield
utilities not included,
store. Good
clothing
313-590-1000. 3/25
wages, call 248-9305664. 3/11
HOUSE FOR SALE
AUTO FOR SALE
2277 Poland St., excellent neighborhood, 2 br., 1998 Pontiac Grand Am
single family home, total V6 for sale, call 313renovation needed, po- 891-2855. 3/11
tential 4 br., $28,500
Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspacash, non-negotiable,
per shall not be liable for failure to
248-866-1110. 3/25
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to
classify, revise or reject any classified advertisement.
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9509-07 Charest, Hamtramck, 2-family, 2 Br.
both upper and lower,
needs renovation, cash
buy preferred, $55,000,
248-866-1110.

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers March 1-7.
Tuesday, March 1
• At about 2 a.m. a Detroit resident was arrested
after a traffic stop for having an improper license
plate.
• A resident in the
12000 block of St. Aubin
reported the theft of several items from her car
while it was parked in front
of her residence.
• At almost 10 a.m. a
man was arrested at Caniff
and McDougall for possessing an open intoxicant
and being wanted on a
felony warrant.
• A resident reported the
theft of his license plate
while his car was parked in
the 3100 block of Trowbridge.
• A Trowbridge resident
reported someone had
been tampering and opening his mail.
• A Fleming resident reported someone damaged
his security system.
Wednesday, March 2
• A person was arrested
for a sexual assault.
• A resident reported the
theft of their car from
Lumpkin and Andrus.
Michigan State Police recovered the auto 30 minutes later at I-96 and I-75.
Thursday, March 3
• At almost midnight a
resident was arrested at a
business in the 2100
block of Caniff for trespassing and being disorderly.

Residential home for
sale, 3185 Jacob, serious inquiries only, email
khalil.samr@gmail.com,
586-258-8268. 3/25

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

• At a little after 1 a.m.
a Detroit resident was arrested after a traffic stop
for possessing a fraudulent license tab, improper
license plate, possessing
narcotics and assaulting a
police officer.
• A man reported the
theft of his 2003 Acura
while it was parked in front
of his residence on
Poland.
• A man was arrested
after a foot chase for domestic violence and possessing narcotics.
Friday, March 4
• At 1:40 a.m. a resident in the 12000 block of
Grand Haven reported
someone broke their
apartment window.
• Two residents on
Neibel reported someone
damaged their cars. At
about the same time a resident in the 12000 block
of McDougal reported
damage to his car.
• A woman reported the
theft of an item from her
car while it was parked in
front of her residence on
Mitchell.
• A resident reported
that while in a store on Conant a man ran into the
store and stole his cellphone from out of his hand
and then fled.
• Three Detroit residents
were arrested for carrying
a concealed gun, possessing narcotics and fraud following a traffic stop.
Saturday, March 5
• No criminal activity
was reported on this date.

Sunday, March 6
• At a little after 2 a.m.
a Detroit resident was arrested in the 9800 block
of Conant for being disorderly.
• A man reported that
while his unlocked car was
parked on Gallagher at Belmont someone entered it
and stole several items.
Monday, March 7
• Officers recovered a
car in the 2300 block of
Andrus that had been
stolen out of Detroit.
• A resident in the
11600 block of Gallagher
reported someone damaged the driver’s side window of his 2012 Dodge
Charger.
• A woman was ticketed
for driving with a fraudulent
license plate tab.
• A resident was arrested for possessing narcotics and driving without
a license.
• A resident reported
that their passport did not
arrive in the mail and was
missing.
• A man reported his car
was improperly towed
while it was parked in the
3900 block of Christopher.
• A resident reported he
was told that he won a
cash prize and to send
$2,519.99 to someone in
Jamaica to get the prize.
The matter turned out to
be a scam.
• A resident was arrested for possessing an
open intoxicant while at
Evaline and Brombach.
• A Trowbridge resident
reported that someone
damaged his gate and
fence.

Service Directory
HEATING & COOLING

6/30/13

We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured

PLUMBING

ROOFING

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,
Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR
ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Ask for Details

10% OFF

Service
Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Installation
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Repairs
Since 1965.
Fast Same Day Service
• Licensed & Insured
Radio Dispatched
• Residential & Commercial

Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job Installation or Repair

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters
• Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated
and Located in Hamtramck

Not to be combined with any other offer.

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

www.waterworkplumbing.com

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

Sudoku

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

6/24/16

POWDER COATING

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

8

Hamtramck Review

Phone (313) 874-2100

Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

69 29

$

$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

Friday, March 11, 2016
We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Continued from page 2
protected bike lanes from
Caniff to McNichols. There
is ample room for protected lanes on the
northend of town. They are
not only safer, but catalysts for economic growth.
We must insist that they

Proud
Supporter
of:
be built, complementing
the ideas for more sidewalk activity that Dimitri
and I had as we strolled.
More on this later and on
the advocacy group that
has its eye on Hamtramck
as a hub for non-motorized
transit, as we move into
the warm weather months.
Walter Wasacz spends
most of his time walking,
reminiscing and writing in
Hamtramck, where he was
born and still lives.

Focus is now on recreation
department’s millage renewal
Continued from front page
from 3:30 to 7 p.m.
On hand will be Hamtramck’s own “Al the
Only” who specializes in
sleight of hand, tricks and
humor. Al Ulman now lives
in Hawaii but he travels
back to Hamtramck often.
Al said he has a “soft

spot” for the recreation
department because his
sister, Carol, met her husband while they both
worked for the program
years ago.
Al said he will be at the
club starting around 4
p.m. Admission is $5.

Famous Pan Fried Fish

March 17 th 3:30-7PM
T i c k e t s $ 2 0 i n a d va n c e

$ 2 5 at t h e d o o r

1 2 9 0 0 J o s e p h C a m p a u Av e

Ca l l 5 8 6 - 8 8 3 - 1 3 47 f o r T i c k e t s

Detroit, MI 48212

K r a k u s R e s ta u r a n t

Paid for by thE ³It¶s Your Recreation Committee´ 12067 LumpkiN HamtramcK MI 48212

Homemade Cole Slaw & Potato Soup

ur
EvEry Friday d

inG LEnt

Fish Dinners

$ 95

6

11am-7pm • Chef Tom

12001 Conant • Hamtramck • 313-366-6317

