“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

$ 00
$ 99
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Make
sure your
heart is
happy
AND
healthy.

GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS

90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available.
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

www.sav-mor.com

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100
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50¢
www.amarpizza.com

313-366-0980

For Fast Pickup, Call In Your Order
We Deliver

Download
Our
App!

12195 Jos Campau • Hamtramck
Corner of Jos Campau
& Carpenter OPEN 7 DAYS
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Block grant will keep city
busy in coming months
Quick Hits
Looking good, eh?
We’re talking about
The Review’s new Business Directory for this
year. The 56-page directory is your one-stop
shopping guide to all of
the city’s businesses.
There is also a rundown on our local,
county, state and federal elected officials
who represent Hamtramck, and a list of
new phone numbers
for Hamtramck City
Hall, including the police and fire departments.
The guides were
hand-delivered
this
week, and every household should have received one by now.
If you didn’t get one,
be sure to stop by our
office at 3020 Caniff.

By Charles Sercombe
Code enforcement and
park improvements are at
the top of the city’s to do
list for this year.
The city recently approved its yearly Community Development Block
Grant budget.
The total budget this
year is $214,190.
Most of it -- $95,000 -will be spent on beefing
up code enforcement.
That will specifically go toward hiring part-time inspectors. If you have
overgrown weeds and
grass, loose garbage, broken down porch steps
and any other examples
of blight, watch out.
The city has been talking tough for the past couple of years about
cracking down on common code violations.
Next up is park improvement,
totaling
over
$77,000. That money will
be used to continue up-

Park improvements and citywide cleanups will be performed in the coming weeks
thanks to a yearly federal grant. Veterans Memorial Park will once again receive
further improvements.
grades at Veterans Memorial Park.
Kathy Angerer, the Director of Community and
Governmental
Affairs,
said there is also something else in store that
residents have been ask-

Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

Amar Pizza co-owner Khurshed Ahmed is pleased
with the pizzeria’s new location on Jos. Campau,
which offers room for expansion and more parking.

en
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Gift Certiﬁcates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

Try Our
Famous
Ribs

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s most exotic pizza has a new
home.
In February Amar Pizza
said so long to its Conant
location and moved to the
northend of Jos. Campau
– right on the corner of
Carpenter.
“We could never grow
our business in the old
place,” said Khurshed
Ahmed, who along with
his three brothers own
the pizzeria.
So far, the only food ex-

pansion has been the introduction of ribs and fish
and chips. Ahmed has
plans for other offerings,
but nothing he wants to
reveal yet just in case any
competitors are paying attention.
But one thing is still a
mainstay and the most
popular item on the
menu: the Naga Pizza.
Naga is a pepper that is
common in Bangladesh,
where Ahmed’s family is
from. Around here it is
Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
If the city manager’s
position is not filled by
the time her contract expires in June, there could
be a hefty cost to the
city.
That was the warning
at Tuesday’s Receivership Transition Advisory
Board (RTAB) meeting.
Debra Roberts, the
Chairman of the Board,
read a note from the
state Treasury Department reminding the city
council that it has a $2
million emergency loan
from the state.
That loan comes with a
stipulation, Roberts said.
Unless the city employs
a “full-time, professional
administor,” there could
be an increase in the
loan’s interest rate and
also an earlier due date.
Mark Stema, a member of the RTAB and a
city resident, said an interim or acting city manager does not qualify as
a full-time administrator.
The loan, which was
secured by the city’s former emergency manager,
is scheduled to be paid
back by 2024.
In February, a bare majority of the city council
rejected a resolution to
have the city attorney
begin contract negotiations with City Manager
Katrina Powell. Instead,
the council is seeking to
hire a company to conduct a search.
Typically it takes about
four months for a search
to be completed. The request for bids from
search companies has
not yet been made pub-
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$ 99

WE CATER!

always been on the city’s
wish list when applying for
the Community Development Block Grant. This
year $20,000 will be
spent on making the city
cleaner.
Continued on page 2

Amar Pizza makes you want
to say amore! and amore!

Quote of
the week …

“There should be
no time limit.”

ing about for the past few
years: “The feasibility of
creating a dog park and
pocket park(s) will be a
focus for the city in coming days,” she told The
Review.
Citywide clean-ups have

City could
face a
financial
blow
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Continued on page 2

FREE

Delivery

• Ashley Furniture
• Coaster
• And Many More

within 10 m
iles

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-9 • Sun 10-7

No Credit Needed for Financing!

10316 Jos Campau • Hamtramck • Just S. of Caniff • 313-818-0243
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Block grant will keep
city busy in coming
months Cont. from front page
Judging by the amount
of loose trash blowing
around the city, there’s
plenty of work ahead.
Rounding out the federal grant is a little over
$21,000 for the administration cost to oversee
the grant.
Hamtramck, like many
other communities nationwide, has been receiving
this grant for decades.
That may come to an

abrupt halt if President
Trump’s proposed national budget is approved.
Among many sweeping
cuts to the budget, Trump
would eliminate CDBG
funding.
Congress must approve
the budget. Trump’s
budget proposals have so
far been met with criticism from both Republicans and Democrats.

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist
• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural
products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Phone (313) 874-2100
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City could face a financial blow
Continued from front page

lic.
The RTAB would have
to agree to any contract
for a search firm, and
could conceivably reject
it. At this point it looks
unlikely that the council
will have a full-time city
manager in place by the
time Powell’s contract expires.
Powell’s contract is for
two-and-a-half years. She
was hired over two years
ago by former Emergency
Manager Cathy Square,
who invited the council to
give their input on several candidates vying for
the job.
The council gave a
thumbs up to hiring Powell, but not long after taking the job some on

council butted heads
with her. Councilmember
Anam Miah has been the
most vocal critic of Powell.
Miah and Councilmembers Mohammed Hassan, Abu Musa and Saad
Almasmari voted against
contract
negotiations
with Powell, but that vote
had some confusing moments.
Before the vote Almasmari said he has been
pleased with Powell’s job.
Councilmember Hassan shrugged his shoulders and said he rejected
contract negotiations just
to see what the RTAB
would do next.
There has been speculation that the RTAB

might overstep the council and extend Powell’s
contract, but there has
been no such action
taken.
At Tuesday’s meeting
RTAB Chairman Roberts
noted that the council
had “backed itself into a
corner” by rejecting contract negotiations with
Powell.
The council could still
take that action, but it
would require one of the
councilmembers
who
voted against the resolution seeking contract negotiations with Powell to
bring back the proposal.
At Tuesday’s council
meeting, held after the
RTAB meeting, Powell
read the noted from the

Treasury
Department.
Both Miah and Hassan
were absent from the
meeting. Councilmembers Almasmari and
Musa did not comment
on the warning.
The city could pay back
the $2 million loan from
its budget surplus. But
with pension costs requiring an additional
$200,000 to $300,000
each year, the city would
soon fall into deficit
spending.
That could then cause
another financial crisis
requiring state intervention. Hamtramck has
twice required a state-appointed emergency manager in the last 15 years.

Amar Pizza makes you want to say
amore! and amore!

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

Continued from front page

Certified by the
State of Michigan
Administrator

Elias Ahmed Uddin
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.
— Hamtramck —

commonly known as the
“ghost” pepper, which is
one of the hottest peppers you can experience
in these parts.
Other popular pizzas
are a fusion of east and
west, such as Tandoori
Pizza and Dried Fish
Pizza.
Of course there is your
standard pepperoni pizza.
And this being a city with
a large Muslim population
there are halal offerings
as well.
Want another fusion

treat? How about a Naga
Hotdog, or a Tandoori Hotdog? We double-dog dare
you.
Ahmed’s background in
food comes from years of
being employed at restaurants and pizza joints. He
got his bona fides growing
up in New Jersey where
New York-style pizza rules.
He also remembers experiencing
pizza
in
Bangladesh as a kid, but
it’s nothing like you can

get here.
“It’s completely different, but it didn’t taste like
pizza,” Ahmed said.
“I learned a little here, a
little there,” he added.
As for the name Amar, it
means “my.” The pizzeria’s slogan is “Amar pizza
is your pizza.”
Come to think of it, that
slogan echoes Hamtramck’s well-known hospitality.
Amar offers limited de-

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY

313-872-0387

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
M-F 10am-6pm www.AzaalPharmacy.com

Home of the Original
Taco & Reuben Pierogies

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
9834 Conant • Hamtramck DROP OFF

Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

313-872-0021

Call for details

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza
A HUD High
Performer

• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

EVERY
SATURDAY
& SUNDAY
Boboville Brunch
11am to 4pm

This week at the library...
ESL Class – Monday,
April 3, 9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. English as a Second Language classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
ESL Class – Wednesday, April 5, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
ESL Class – Friday,
April 7, 9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. English as a Second Language classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Lunch &
Dinner Served
Noon-8pm
Lake Perch
Dinner

livery service, and is located at 12195 Jos. Campau. It’s open seven days
a week, Sunday through
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. and Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. to midnight.
Call in your order at
(313) 366-0980.
For those of you in the
north suburbs, there’s another location at 32046
Groesbeck Hwy. in Fraser.

Food for Fines -- The
Hamtramck Public Library is teaming up with
Gleaner’s Food bank to
help alleviate hunger in
southeast
Michigan.
Bring in nonperishable
food items until April 20
and help feed hungry
children, seniors, and
families in the community. For each nonperishable food item the
library will remove $1of
fines from your account
and $6 in fines will be
waived when you bring in
five (5) food items.
Wayne Metro’s Free
Tax Program -- Mondays,
10 a.m-4 p.m. The serv-

ice offers accessible
services
throughout
Wayne County, with different times and locations.
While appointments are
encouraged, walk-ins are
also accepted. To make
an appointment, please
call (734) 284-6999 or
(313) 388-9799.
Michigan
Activity
Pass -- The pass will enable Library card holders
to obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating
cultural
institutions.
Ask at the circulation
desk for more details.

For more information about events at the library call
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can
also access the online catalog.
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Second Front Page
City Hall Insider …

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

Councilmember
Ian
Perrotta noted that the
festival has been a tradition for a number of
years. Powell added that
when mosque leaders
moved to that location
they knew the festival
had been ongoing for 30
years.
Mayor Karen Majewski
suggested not having
bands play during worship times at the
mosque.
During the regular
meeting a festival organizer said the festival can
accommodate
the
mosque’s worship schedule.
Councilmember Anam
Miah asked for a closed
meeting after the regular
meeting to discuss a recent court filing made by
plaintiffs in the longstanding housing discrimination lawsuit.
City Attorney Travis Mihelick said that the
state’s Open Meetings
Act requires prior notice
of a closed meeting by at
least 18 hours in advance.
Councilmember Mohammed Hassan insisted the council could
hold a closed meeting.
Mihelick once again
warned that would violate the state’s OMA.
Councilmember Miah
said if that is the case,
he was fine with talking
about the legal complaint in an open meeting.
“I want my colleagues
to know, I want the mayor
to know,” he said.
The subject did not
come up during the regular meeting.
During the regular
meeting, representative
from Friends of Historic
Hamtramck
Stadium
made a presentation
about an upcoming online fundraising effort.
Money raised will be
used to improve the
grounds of the grand-

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
Feb. 27, and all councilmembers were present. Before the regular
council meeting a work
session was held. During
that meeting City Manager Katrina Powell said
the city had to take down
a number of trees, many
of which were diseased.
She said, however, the
city is getting a $3,000
grant from DTE Energy to
purchase and plant trees
this spring.
It was announced that
Tom Stackpoole will replace Alan Shulgon on
the Housing Commission. Shulgon recently
died.
Kathy Angerer, the Director of Community and
Governmental Affairs,
talked about the city’s
Community Development
Block Grant, totaling a little over $200,000.
She said most of the
money is going toward
cleaning up the city and
improving parks.
“We have focused on
cleaning up the community this year,” she said.
Powell said the city is
partnering with Friends
of Historic Hamtramck
Stadium to raise money
to fix the grandstands.
Councilmember Saad
Almasmari said he received complaints from
members of the mosque
at Jos. Campau and Caniff about the noise from
the annual Hamtramck
Labor Day Festival. He
said the live music interferes with services during the day.
He suggested moving
the stage at that corner
500 feet away.
City Manager Powell
said that even if the
stage were 5,000 feet
away the music would
still be heard during worship services.
Almasmari said the city
should “respect” the request.

stand area. The goal is
to raise $50,000.
A member of the
Yemeni American Leadership Association warned
that the city is possibly
heading “toward difficult
times,” and that an effort
is needed to prevent
hate from spreading.
The member said voters need to make sure
only qualified candidates
are elected – regardless
of race and ethnicity.
Bill Meyer asked for an
extended time to address the council, to
which
the
council
agreed. He then spent
time on criticizing the
council for allowing members of the public to
speak for only two minutes.
“There should be no
time limit,” he said.
He went on to say that
this country was built on
white supremacy and
genocide.
Meyer added that he
does not see a Yemeni
or Bengali working in city
hall even though a majority of the city’s population is of the Muslim
faith.
A lengthy discussion
was held on whether to

begin a search for a new
city manager. City Attorney Mihelick noted that if
the search costs over
$100 the Receivership
Transition Advisory Board
will have to approve the
cost.
The council agreed to
seek bids for the search.
Councilmember Perrotta
said the council was
doing a “disservice” to
the city by not seeking to
extend City Manager
Powell’s contract.
Councilmember Miah,
taking up Bill Meyer’s call
for more time for individuals to address the
council, said that in talking with officials from
other cities the public
has an opportunity to
speak at the beginning
and at the end of meetings.
Miah said the Hamtramck City Council
should allow the public
more time to address
the council.
“We’re here because
they elected us,” he
said.
As for the city not hiring Yemenis or Bengalis,
Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski said people
Continued on page 6

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in
The Review
Call (313) 874-2100
Dickinson East Elementary


<ŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌƚĞŶZŽƵŶĚ-hƉƉƌŝůϭϯ͕ϯ͗ϯϬƉŵ-ϱ͗ϬϬƉŵ

3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K-6th grades

Dickinson West Elementary

<ŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌƚĞŶZŽƵŶĚ-hƉƉƌŝůϭϵ͕ϯ͗ϯϬƉŵ-ϱ͗ϬϬƉŵ

2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861
K-6th grades

Early Childhood
Elementary

<ŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌƚĞŶZŽƵŶĚ-hƉƉƌŝůϮϳ͕ϯ͗ϯϬƉŵ-ϱ͗ϯϬƉŵ

11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200
K²2nd grades

Holbrook Elementary

<ŝŶĚĞƌŐĂƌƚĞŶZŽƵŶĚ-hƉƉƌŝůϮϬ͕Ϯ͗ϯϬƉŵ-ϰ͗ϬϬƉŵ

2361 Alice
(313) 872-3203
K-8th grades
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April 2 - Passion Sunday, Mass
9am, Pierogi Sale 10-11am
April 5 - Lenten Devotion, 7 pm
April 8 - Soup Kitchen, 2-4 pm
April 9 - Palm Sunday, Mass 9am,
Bake Sale 10-11am

Summer Recreation Programs
Award Winning Lego Program

Award Winning Robotics Program
Restorative Practices

Positive Behavior Intervention System
Full Sports Program

Full Day Kindergarten

H.O.P.E. Program (after school
tutoring, mentoring, Arabic language)

Technology & Career Prep Courses
Dual Enrollment

Honors & Advance Placement Classes
AP Honor Roll Recipient
DECA Competitions

National Honor Society
Art, Music, Band

School of Choice applications will be accepted during the following dates:

Kindergarten: Unlimited, April 10, 2017 through September 8, 2017
Grades 1-2: 10 seats each 1st & 2nd grade, May 30, 2017 through June 29, 2017
Grades 7-8: 10 seats each 7th & 8th grade, May 30, 2017 through June 29, 2017
Grade 9, HHS: Unlimited, April 10, 2017 through August 4, 2017
Grades 10-11, HHS: 10 seats each 10th & 11th grade, May 30, 2017 through June 29, 2017
Grades 9-12, Horizon: Unlimited, April 10, 2017 through August 4, 2017

Late applications cannot be accepted. School of Choice Applicants may
EHGHQLHGEDVHGRQWKHVWXGHQW¶VDWWHQGDQFHDQGRUGLVFLSOLQHUHFRUG

Hamtramck residents may enroll now for all grades.

Kosciuszko Middle School
2333 Burger
(313) 365-4625
7th²8th grades
Hamtramck High School
11410 Charest
(313) 892-7505
9th²12th grades
Horizon High School
3225 Caniff
(313) 893-2214
9th²12th grades

Enroll at Hamtramck
Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt
(313) 892-2036
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Early Childhood
Elementary School
Kindergarten through
second grade was treated
through the Target National Art Endowment
Fund to a free trip to the
Detroit Institute of Arts.
Students enjoyed viewing
Andy Warhol's artwork,
mummies from ancient
Egypt, murals and so
much more.
Students will take this
inspiration and create
their own artwork for a
spring art fair coming
soon.
On Tuesday, two first
grade
classes
were
treated to a special guest
who participated in the
March Reading Month
program. Radio personality Allyson Martinek, from
WNIC. (100.3) Jay Tower’s
morning show, read to
students and also fielded
a bunch of questions from
the kids.
The most talked about
subject was what the kids
liked seeing on Youtube
and how many music
celebrities Martinek has
met or talked to by phone.
Hamtramck High School
News
Hamtramck High School
had three winning entries
in the annual Society of
Engineers
Automotive
High School Poster Con-

Hamtramck Review

Above: Students at ECE
recently visited the Detroit Institute of Arts
where they participated
in creating their own art.
Below: WNIC radio personality Allyson Martinek recently read to
first grade students at
ECE for March Reading
Month.

Phone (313) 874-2100

test.
Desiree Davis placed
2nd, winning a $600
scholarship; Mitun Das
won 6th place, winning
$50 cash; and MD
Obaidul Hoque won 9th
place, also winning $50
cash.
Congratulations to the
winners. This is the third
year that Hamtramck High
School students won in
this contest. The top ten
posters will be on display
April 4-5 during the Society of Automotive Engineers World Congress X 1
7 at Cobo Center in Detroit with an expected attendance of over 10,000.
The top ten posters will
also be included in the
September issue of their
online publication, “Supercharger,” which can be
viewed online at www.saedetroit.org after August
10.

Friday, March 31, 2017

Above and below: Three HHS students were winners
in an annual poster competition sponsored by the Society of Automotive Engineers.

Dickinson East
Elementary School
• Thursday, April 13 -Kindergarten
round-up
from 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Holbrook Elementary
School News
• Thursday, April 13 -PTO/Parent Forum from 23 p.m. All parents are invited to attend.
• Thursday, April 20 -Kindergarten Roundup
from 2:30- 4 p.m.

n

The FIRST Team competed Friday and Saturday
at the Woodhaven FIRST
Robotics District Competition. After 12 qualification
matches, Team Cosmos
seeded 22nd in a strong
field of 40 teams.
In the alliance selections for elimination
matches Saturday afternoon, we were asked by
the #4 ranked team to
join their alliance and ac-

side of this competition,
as they engaged with their
sponsors and community.
This team not sent their
craft into the stratosphere, but shot for the
stars.”
After four weeks of district events, we continue
to be ranked 50th out of
the 451 teams in the
state. With our performance at Woodhaven event
we earned a spot at the
state championship. We
will be one of 160 teams
competing at Saginaw Valley State University, April
12 through April 15.
Thank you for your support. Without your help, it
wouldn’t have been possible.

cepted. In the quarter finals we defeated the #5
alliance, moving on to the
semifinals. In the semifinals, we fought a good
battle, but in the end, we
fell to the #1 alliance who
went on to win the event.
At the awards ceremony
following the event, we received the “Team Spirit
Award” sponsored by the
FCA Foundation. This

award recognizes extraordinary enthusiasm and
spirit through exceptional
partnership and teamwork.
This is what the judges
had to say about Team
Cosmos: “This team not
only cheered for their own
team but was a valuable
partner to anyone in their
alliance. Their superheated spirit billowed out-

All Schools
• Monday, April 3-7 – No
school for students.
Spring Break.
• Monday, April 10 -School resumes.
• Tuesday, April 11 -Hamtramck High School
and Horizon, SAT for 11th
and 12th grades; (SAT
Seniors); PSAT 10, 10th
grade; No school for 9th
grade and 12th grade
seniors who previously
took the SAT.
• Wednesday, April 12 - Hamtramck High School
Continued on page 5

Enroll today for 2017!!
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

Continued from page 4

A vexing problem: the city
is a magnet for lawsuits
It’s called winning the
“Hamtramck Lottery.”
And for years and
years, the city’s employees and department
heads have cashed in on
filing lawsuits against
the city.
In many cases, it has
been the result of labor
disputes. In others, employees have accused
others of wrongdoing and
managed to walk away
with thousands of dollars.
What is it about Hamtramck that attracts this
kind of action?
We’re not suggesting
that the city has been innocent in all the cases.
We’re also not suggesting employees and contractors don’t have every
right to air their grievances.

But dang, it seems like
Hamtramck is a magnet
when it comes to lawsuits.
Recently, a lawsuit
arose from a department
head who was fired by
the former emergency
manager, an appointee
of the state. That shows
even city officials with
supposedly higher training and legal knowledge
are susceptible to being
sued.
While we support the
right to use the civil
courts, it seems Hamtramck serves as a
prime example of a municipality being taken advantage of. There has
been periodic talk of revamping the legal system to make filing
lawsuits more limited.
We’re not sure how

much reform – if any – is
needed. Going down that
path is a slippery-slope.
But something needs to
be done to protect taxpayers from having their
pockets picked by those
seeking a quick pay day.
Often, it is less expensive for a city to settle
lawsuits instead of fighting them all the way
through the court system.
Legal fees often surpass court awards.
The bottom line here is
that money is being diverted away by lawsuits
while needed improvement projects have to
wait.
Something has to give
here, or the city coffers
will eventually be drained
away.

Amnesty… Have a
parking ticket or civil infraction you put off paying?
This month is your
chance to pay up without
dishing out extra dollars
for late fees. The Hamtramck 31st District Court
has joined a statewide
ticket amnesty program
that runs through April
28.
Judge Alexis Krot said
that in most cases, unless there is something
like a warrant out for your
arrest, “you can walk in
and you walk out.”
You still have to pay the
original fine. Also coming
up on April 11 and 25 is
the testing out of night

court.
On those two days, the
court will be open until 8
p.m.

cannot speak with a voice
of their own and suffer at
being treated as less than
human.
“The project extends a
bridge between the experiences of Polish children
of World War II and children in war torn Middle
East today. Wojtek Sawa's
multimedia exhibition is
co-created by viewer participants at museums and
galleries in the United
States and Poland.
“The Wall Speaks and
Bank Suey will host
weekly events featuring
art, music, lectures, and
community discussion!”
The exhibit runs through
May 29.

Exhibit… Tonight, Friday
(March 31) Hamtramck’s
Bank Suey will host an
opening for a special art
exhibit, called “The Wall
Speaks – Voices of the
Unheard” starting at 7
p.m.
Here’s what the good
folks at Bank Suey, located at the southwest
corner of Jos. Campau
and Caniff, have to say
about the exhibit:
“This multimedia exhibition is dedicated to Polish
children of World War II
and all those today who

Investigators raid home and
office of Sen. Bert Johnson
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s representative in the state Senate
has once again found
himself in legal trouble.
On Monday, state police
and FBI agents conducted
a search of Sen. Bert
Johnson’s house and
Lansing office.
Media reports said investigators
removed
boxes of paper work and
at least one computer.
Another media report
said investigators could
be seen ripping open furniture at Johnson’s Highland Park house.
One report said that

Johnson is under investigation for hiring “ghost
employees” and pocketing the salaries.
In an interview with
Mlive.com, an online
media outlet, Johnson
said he is going to hire an
attorney and then “we’re
going to figure it out.”
He added that he is an
“open book.”
Johnson has not been
charged with any crime.
Johnson has previously
been sued for not paying
bills, including child support cases filed in Wayne
and Oakland counties.
At one time Johnson
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had an office in Hamtramck, but he was
evicted after failing to pay
his rent. He owed the
management company
over $7,000.
When he was a
teenager he was convicted of armed robbery.
Johnson
is
being
termed out of the Senate
in 2018. He was previously a state representative before being termed
out of that office. He can
no longer run for a position in the state legislature.

and
Horizon-WorkKeys
11th and 12th grades;
(WorkKeys Seniors); PSAT
9, 9th grade; No school
for 10th grade, 12th
grade seniors who previously took WorkKeys.
• Friday, April 14 -- No
school for students and
staff.
• Thursday, April 20 -Report Card #3 distributed.
Athletic Events
• Friday, March 31 -HHS Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Macomb Christian at
4:30 p.m. Home.
• Friday, March 31 -HHS Boys’ JV Baseball

Editor: Charles Sercombe
Office Manager: Jean Ingenthron
Sales Manager: Dave Sweet
Reporter/Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

ball vs. Center Line at
4:30 p.m. Away.
• Wednesday, April 5 -HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Henry Ford Academy
at 4:30 p.m. Away.
• Friday, April 7 -- HHS
Boys’ JV Baseball vs.
Clawson at 4:30 p.m.
Home.
• Friday, April 7 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Clawson at 4:30 p.m.
Away.
• Friday, April 7 -- HHS
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs.
Detroit Western at 4:30
p.m. Home.
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

The lore of Hamtramck …
Fr. Walkowiak was a cornerstone of St. Florian
By Greg Kowalski
Throughout its long history St. Florian Parish has
been noted for its dynamic leadership.
All the pastors who
have been successful –
and that’s been most of
them – were priests of
strong character powered
by a determination to
make St. Florian something special. That continues to this day.
But standing tall among
the pastors is Fr. Peter P.
Walkowiak who served as
pastor from 1938 to
1967. He succeeded the
popular pastor Fr. Joseph
Bonkowski, who had led
the church through the
Great Depression.
Fr. Walkowiak was
handed a big challenge in
carrying on, as St. Florian
was growing to enormous
proportions that would
make it the second
largest parish in the Archdiocese of Detroit. Fr.
Bonkowski was beloved
by the parishioners, and
Fr. Walkowiak was relatively unknown but not entirely new to the area.
Fr. Walkowiak was born
in Detroit in June, 1896,
and attended St. Stanislaus grade school, just
south of Hamtramck. He
was ordained in 1922 –
the year Hamtramck became a city – and said his
first Mass at St. Stanis-

laus.
He served at a few
parishes before being
named the first chaplain
at St. Francis Hospital in
Hamtramck. When he
came to St. Florian in
1938 he began to make a
mark on the parish and
the entire city.
First on his agenda was
the building of a high
school. St. Florian had
opened a grade school in
1909, but Fr. Walkowiak
saw that needed to be expanded. By the early
1940s, St. Florian High
School was in operation.
He added onto that with
the creation of the Education Center in 1952.
That ancillary building
provided extra space for
classrooms, a cafeteria
and large gym. It also
housed a radio station –
K8LEY – which was operated by students. Under
his pastorship, St. Florian
thrived.
His service also extended far beyond the
walls of the church. In
July, 1942, Fr. Walkowiak
was appointed by Gov.
Murray Van Wagoner to
serve on the State Social
Welfare Commission, and
he served on a number of
city commissions and
boards during his tenure
at St. Florian.
He accepted the state
post with humility, saying:

“I’m not thinking so much
about myself as about the
fact that Hamtramck is
being recognized.”
He was not always as
subdued. He could be
brusk and even insensitive. At an interfaith gathering at the Education
Center he gave an invocation that ended with the
Biblical words: “Although
many are called, few are
chosen.”
Some took that as a
slight at the other faiths
represented, although
there is no indication that
Fr. Walkowiak meant it in
that manner.
In any case, when he
died in 1967, some
3,000 people attended
his funeral, which was
one of the largest in the
city’s history.
The Citizen newspaper
noted on Oct. 12, 1967:
“The bereaved came from
all walks of life, from
everyday people to those
of power and influence.
There were shop and office workers, housewives,
school children, politicians, businessmen and
important figures in the
industrial and financial
worlds.”
It was a fitting tribute to
a dynamic man who
touched the lives of so
many people.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.
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$895

Publisher: John Ulaj • (248) 866-1110
julaj@thehamtramckreview.com

vs. Warren Fitzgerald at
4:30 p.m. Away.
• Friday, March 31 -HHS Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs. Rochester Hills
Lutheran NW at 4:30 p.m.
Home.
• Friday, March 31 -HHS Girls’ Varsity Soccer
vs. Cesar Chavez at 4:30
p.m. Away.
• Tuesday, April 4 -- HHS
Boys’ Varsity Baseball vs.
Chandler Park at 4:30
p.m. Home.
• Wednesday, April 5 -HHS Boys’ JV Baseball
vs. Center Line at 4:30
p.m. Home.
• Wednesday, April 5 -HHS Boys’ Varsity Base-

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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City Hall Insider…
Continued from page 3

two
grandchildren;
great grandchildren.
Georgina
Visitation is Sunday,
Miller, 65,
April 2, 2017, from 4 to
died March
7 p.m. at Jurkiewicz &
26, 2017.
Wilk Funeral Home in
Ms. Miller
Hamtramck.
the
was
beloved mother of
Karen (Don), Susan
(Mike) Pelow, Lisa
(Michael) Pelow, Eddie
(Kelly), and the late
Kimberly Coats. Mrs.
Miller is also survived
by sister, Marie; eight

MILLER

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

from those communities
are not applying for city
jobs, especially in public
safety.
Later in the meeting
Councilmember
Miah
said that Karpinski got a
job in the public school
district even though that
job was never posted for
the public to see.
Karpinski said that is
not true and that her job
was indeed posted.
Councilmember Almasmari addressed his late
payments for water service. He said he has been
financially strapped and
had asked for a payment
plan from the city. He
said he was denied.
He blamed Mayor Majewski for “spreading
false information” about
his late payments for
water service on her
Facebook page.

(Editor’s note: Majewski
did not mention Almasmari by name. She said
only that a councilmember had received water
shutoff notices.)
Almasmari further said
that Majewski had previously been accused of
“stealing” water at her
commercial building.
Councilmember Miah

said he objects to the
council work session
held before regular council meetings. He said the
location of the meeting,
on the third floor of city
hall, and 6 p.m. starting
time, prevent the public
from attending.
He said the public
wants to know what
councilmembers are dis-

cussing at these meetings.
Miah added that work
sessions are not mentioned in the city charter.

Get Out
on the !
Hamtown

Prohibition in
Hamtramck: Gangsters,
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99
Available at
Hamtramck Historic
Museum
Hours: Sat. 11am-4pm,
Sun. 11am-4pm

313-893-5027
9525 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —
www.HamtramckHistory.org

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076
Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

Certified
Residential
Specialist

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

D
L
SO

3308 Evaline • Hamtramck

Capo Bar

4-Bedroom single-family home. Full-basement, newer roof and furnace w/central air.
Updated plumbing & electrical.

$89,900

11625 Jos Campau
Without liquor license.
North Jos Campau

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration
Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill
can be heard every Thursday
at 11:00 am-11:15 am.
Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org
Click on
FMIC (Food Ministries
In Collaboration) then
donate, and follow the
instructions to
donate!

Hamtramck
3027 Trowbridge St. - $99,000 - PENDING!
11412 Klinger St. - $64,999 - SOLD!
1952 Yemans - $59,900 - PENDING!
2429 Faber - $72,500 - NEW!
Vacant Land
LOT 19 Masters Drive, Metamora, .71 acres $35,900
Hosner Road, Dryden Twp. - $99,900 PENDING!
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres $199,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $39,900
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay Cty, 2.53 acres - $34,900 PRICE REDUCED!
Dryden
4347 Grove - $199,900
4712 Dryden Rd. - $399,900
4340 Bishop Rd. - $169,900 - PRICE REDUCED!

Warren
11757 Hovey St. - $119,900
Metamora
4067 River Street - $147,500
Lynn Twp.
8862 Cade Rd. - $249,900 - PRICE REDUCED!
Rochester Hills
380 W. Tienken Rd. Home for Lease or
sale/commercial potential - $1350.00 or $219,900.
Zoned FB1 (small business) or residential
Addison Twp.
1400 Mack - $147,900 - PENDING!
Clyde Twp.
5696 Cribbins Rd., $58,000 - NEW!

Land Contracts
Available on Many
Properties!
2429 Faber
2-Family Lots of updates

$72,500
Text Me for Open House Details

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

2 br. lower, 1 bath (full),
kitchen, living and dining
rm., pantry, Holbrook St.
near
Kelly’s
Bar,
$700/mo. + 1 ½ mo.
sec. dep., includes water
for 2 people, fresh paint,
no pets, no access to
basement, no appliances, tenant pays heat
+ elec., call 248-5793872. 3/31
ROOM
FOR RENT

Non-smoker preferred,
$450/mo. + deposit, furnished, all utilities and
internet included, 313434-9759. 3/31
Furnished single room,
gentleman
preferred,
$300/mo. + $300 sec.
deposit, utilities included, call 586-3446383. 3/31

HOUSE
FOR SALE

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

For Sale, 30231 E. Jefferson, Brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, reception counter, foster
care, medical, senior assisted, 1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
586-771$151,700.
1211.

Established 1991, Asian
Market, famous, wellknown, great reputation
in Troy area. Lots of inventory included with
purchase (coolers and
freezers), east meets
west, $50,000. Ask for
Sam or Frank, 248-6353405. 3/31

HOUSE FOR RENT

1,900 sq ft., 30231 E.
Jefferson Ave., facing
lake, red brick (former
dental) single level, 5 BR,
3 baths, great room w
counter, FP. $1,550/mo
313 354 2495.
Hamtramck, 3 br., Lumpkin St., living, dining,
kitchen, basement, movein ready on April 3,
$800/mo. + sec. deposit, 248-579-3872. 4/14
Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to classify, revise or reject any classified advertisement.

Phone (313) 874-2100

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living, dining rm., kitchen,
HELP WANTED
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000,
248-879- All
positions
chef,
2521, ask for Pete.
cook,dishwasher,driver,
Maine Street Restaurant
ask for Mario 313-3680500.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

9398 Mitchell, 2 family
house, 4 bedroom, 2
bath, asking $48,900,
313-516-1053, ask for
Mark. 3/24

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers March 21-27.
Tuesday, March 21
• At about 9:30 p.m. a
man was arrested in the
12000 block Conant for
indecent exposure, possessing an open intoxicant and being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
• A domestic assault
took place in the 3000
block of Yemans. The suspect was gone by the time
officers arrived.
• At 3 a.m. a driver of a
silver Audi fled the scene
of a traffic stop, and a police chase was terminated.
• A resident in the
3000 block of Yemans reported the theft of his
1998 Honda Accord from
in front of his residence.
• Three school students were found skipping school and were
escorted back.
• Officers found a loose
pit bull in the 3800 block
of Doremus and took it to
the Michigan Humane Society.
• A resident reported

7

domestic abuse that had
been ongoing.
• An Evaline resident reported a break-in. It was
unknown at the time if
anything was stolen.
Wednesday, March 22
• Officers took a report
of a strong arm robbery
and assault in the 12000
block of Grand Haven.
• A resident in the
2200 block of Bernard reported the theft of his
iPhone and wallet.
• A Dequindre resident
reported being the victim
of identity theft.
• A resident reported
receiving multiple phone
calls and mail for the past
few weeks from an unknown San Diego company.
• A Caniff resident reported an assault by a
person they know.
• A Fleming resident reported someone damaged his residence.
Thursday, March 23
• A Highland Park resident was arrested after a
traffic stop for possessing
cocaine, narcotics and an
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

We specialize in
all phases of
Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,
Plumbing,
Heating,
Sewer
Cleaning &
Excavation.

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured
• Residential & Commercial

PAINTING

IN “VINCE” ABLE
PAINTING

6/30/13

Fast Same Day Service

Service • Installation • Repairs
Radio Dispatched

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

313-365-4913
FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

6/30/17

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Located in Hamtramck

Not to be combined with any other offer.

www.waterworkplumbing.com

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Ask for Frank

Labor on Any
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

Vince

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

10% OFF

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Free Estimates

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

POWDER COATING

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

Coming events
SATURDAY, April 8, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at
Caniff and McDougall. Drop off your
recyclables for free.

Let Our Service
Directory Do
the Work For
You! Call Dave
(313) 874-2100
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

Phone (313) 874-2100

Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

69 29

$

$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

Friday, March 31, 2017
We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

T H E AV E R A G E A D U L T I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your
FREE private implant consultation.

KK Dr. Kabra
PEARL DENTAL

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Continued from page 7

covered by Detroit police.
• A Doremus resident
reported someone stole
his catalytic convertor
from his Chevy Malibu.
• A Sobieski resident
reported a break-in.
• A Belmont resident reported someone broke

into his rental home and
stole assorted items.
• An Edwin resident reported being harassed
and threatened by a person they know.
• A St. Aubin resident
reported he was assaulted by his uncle.

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday 10am-2pm
Saturday 9am-1pm
Most Insurances Accepted

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry
St.
Florian

Lu
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ch

ported someone stole
packages from their
porch.
• A Detroit resident reported
someone
snatched her purse while
she was on Carpenter.
• A Norwalk resident
was reported missing.
Saturday, March 25
• A man who had been
missing turned up at a
hospital. His disappearance had been reported
in local media.
• A resident in the
11700 block of Mitchell
reported a break-in of his
car and the theft of his
Uconnect radio face
plate.
• A Grand Haven resident reported a break-in
by a person they know.
• A resident in the
2900 block of Lehman reported his catalytic converter was stolen from his
vehicle.
Sunday, March 26
• A Detroit resident was

rested after a traffic stop
for driving without a license and being wanted
on multiple warrants.
• A resident reported
the theft of his Chrysler
minivan. While taking the
report, it was discovered
that the vehicle was re-

om
Br

open intoxicant.
• A Detroit resident reported that while at a Jos.
Campau restaurant someone stole her purse.
• At a little after midnight, a resident in the
11300 block of Sobieski
was ticketed for allowing
his dog to run free and
chase people.
• A Whalen resident reported a garage break-in.
• A Trowbridge resident
reported a theft from his
home by someone he
knows.
• A Belmont resident reported a break-in and the
theft of several items.
Friday, March 24
• A resident was accused of passing a counterfeit $50 bill at a gas
station in the 9200 block
of Conant. The resident
claimed he had just
cashed a check at another location. Officers
confiscated the bill.
• A Klinger resident re-

arrested after assaulting
a Yemans resident, and
also for possessing narcotics.
• A Belmont resident reported a break-in.
• A resident was arrested for being wanted
on a drunk driving warrant
and also for stealing an
iPhone.
• Four residents were
arrested for a stabbing
that took place at Circle
Dr. and Dyar.
• Officers took a report
of someone stealing
money from a donation
box at a business in the
8700 block of Jos. Campau.
• A Belmont resident reported being defrauded of
$1,900 from a website
called “Mingle2.”
• A resident in the
12000 block of Dequindre reported her window
was broken by people she
knows.
• Officers attempted to
stop the driver of a dirt
bike but the driver fled.
Monday, March 27
• At about 2 a.m. a Detroit resident was ar-

CALL NOW 313.870.9423

St
.

Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

• All porcelain crowns,
bridges and veneers.
• Root Canal Treatment
including wisdom teeth.
• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.
• Invisible Dura flex
dentures and partials.
• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea
treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

