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Will local control return to
Hamtramck? A decision awaits
Quick Hits
If it’s April, it’s city
clean-up season.
Leading the charge
this year is a group of
youths who are inviting
everyone to come out tomorrow, Saturday (April
16). It just so happens
that Saturday is Global
Youth Service Day, although we're pretty sure
you don’t have to be
young to participate.
They will be meeting
up at Jos. Campau and
Caniff at 9 a.m. and will
then proceed to pick up
litter on the sidewalks
and curbs.
That will go on until
noon, at which time they
will head over to the
Hope Center on Campau
at Botsford for lunch,
games and activities.
Judging by the way
things look on or streets
and alleys, the kids have
plenty of work waiting for
them.
For more information
and to register go online
to www.gysd.hopecenter.org.

Quote of
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“It’s the second
biggest day of the
year.”

By Charles Sercombe
The future of the state’s
role in supervising Hamtramck’s finances is up for
review.
The
state-appointed
Transition Advisory Board
will soon put together a
recommendation on what
course the state should
take.
That recommendation
goes to the state Treasury
Department, which WILL
then decide what’s next for
the city. That decision will
be released in June or July,
said Jeremy Sampson, a
spokesman for the department.
The TAB has been overseeing city finances for the
past year. Prior to the TAB,
Emergency Manager Cathy
Square was in charge of
the city. She left behind a
number of final directives
for the city manager and
city council to follow.
During this time the

A state-appointed financial board will soon make a recommendation on whether
to return local control to city hall, or perhaps modify the state’s supervision. City
officials have not had the authority to make financial decisions since 2014.
council has not had the authority to control financial
decisions or contracts.
But, the final directives laid
out by Square require the
city manager to involve the
council on contracts, hirings, and promotions,
among other things.
Just what the TAB will
base its recommendation

City Life: Memories,
yearnings, inspiration
By Walter Wasacz
(Editor’s note: City Life
is a column about walkable discovery in Hamtramck.)
In the past few weeks
I’ve been busy walking in
all directions. Though the
weather the first half of
April has been dispiritingly wet and cold, I’ve

still managed to step up
my daily routine.
I walked all fall and winter, usually once a day at
a minimum of two miles
inside Hamtramck city
limits and nearby Detroit
neighborhoods. These
are my constitutionals,
akin to having an evening
brandy by the fire. Now
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public record.
The city came under a financial crisis three years
ago, and the city council
asked for the state to declare a financial emergency. That was granted
and an emergency manager was appointed to
oversee operations.
Continued on page 2

I’m ready for something
more. I’m taking morning
walks to meetings at
Cafe 1923; afternoon
walks to Bangltown, like
for a recent roundtable
for the next Knight Arts
Challenge grants; and
night walks to art openings at 9338 Campau,
Popps Packing and Public
Pool.
There is a lot going on
here, within a few miles
of my house, enough to
easily sustain a rich walking life.
I do have a car, a 2001
black Beetle. It has a
turbo engine and runs on
diesel. The mileage is
fabulous, around 50 MPG
for highway travel. My
longstanding rule is that

I don’t drive anywhere I
can walk to. Since I work
out of my home, and experiencing by foot the
streets and alleys right
outside my doorstep is
the essence of my work,
the Beetle often sits in
my garage for a full week,
or more, at a time.
I recently estimated
that I might drive 30 days
out of the year, maybe
less. When I do drive, I
prefer to do it for pleasure, like when I visit my
friends who have a house
on Lake Huron. I have
friends in Detroit who
have given up their cars
and trucks entirely for bicycle and foot transportation.
Continued on page 5
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on could include any number of items. Sampson
told The Review it is “premature” to say what that
could include, othe-r than
to say “many different
areas.”
TAB members do not
speak publicly about this
issue, but their recommendation will be a matter of
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By Charles Sercombe
Several months ago
there were media reports of a police informant claiming he was
forced by a Hamtramck
detective to illegally
dump used tires.
That informant, whose
name has not been
made public and and is
being called by the alias
“John Doe,” has now
filed a lawsuit against
the Hamtramck and
Highland Park police departments on April 8 in
Wayne County Circuit
Court.
The accusations in the
lawsuit are lurid and a
public relations nightmare for the city.
In a nutshell, the informant claims he was
not paid money he was
promised in exchange
for providing information
and carrying out assignments.
In the course of dealing with a detective from
Highland Park and Hamtramck, he claims officers regularly used
ethnic and racial slurs.
The Review is not identifying the detectives’
names because they
conduct
undercover
work.
Hamtramck
Police
Chief Anne Moise declined to respond to the
lawsuit claims, saying:
“It is not the city’s policy
to discuss any pending
or current litigation, this
would include comments
from our employees.”
Here is a breakdown of
the informant’s claims:
He was promised 5
Continued on page 2

Special: exam, cleaning and x-rays if
needed for $60, value of $180
• Beautiful smile reflecting
healthy teeth
• NYU Graduate Dr. Sami Bilani
welcomes you in many
languages

$ 99
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alleged
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• Walk-in Emergencies
Welcome
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Will local control return to
Hamtramck? A decision awaits
Continued from front page

Ethnic slurs and tire
dumping alleged
Continued from front page

Cathy Square ended up
staying here for 18
months, the maximum
amount of time allowed by
law.
Day-to-day control was
left in the hands of City
Manager Katrina Powell,

who was hired at the end
of Square’s tenure.
Since that time the city
has accumulated a budget
surplus,
a
modest
$800,000.
On paper the city’s finances seem in order. But

Inter-Religious PANEL and
PRAISE Celebrating Marriage,
and Ministerial Impacts
and Shifts
Sunday, April 24th, 3:30 pm
New Liberty Church, 2965 Meldrum, Det., 48214
Pastor Maurice Stimage, 313-921-0118
honoring anniversaries of marriage, ordination,
and more. Welcome!
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down the road, in about
four years, the city’s pension obligation will far exceed what the city can
afford to pay out.
That financial burden is
still being worked out.
There is one other factor
at play, one which the
state said contributed to
the initial financial crisis:
the political atmosphere in
city hall.
Hamtramck’s politics
have always been a blood
sport, and the interplay between past city councils
and the city manager has
proven to undercut stability. Prior to the state declaring a financial crisis
here, the council went
through five city managers
within one year.
The current relationship
between some members
of council and the city
manager has not been
good.
Will that weakness in
the city’s stability play a
role in the TAB’s recommendation to the Treasury
Department?
That’s hard to tell, if Pontiac’s case is any guide.
The state recently relaxed
its control of Pontiac’s financial decisions and
eliminated a state-appointed city administrator.
Local control has pretty
much returned there despite the mayor and city
council generally being at
odds with the city administrator.

percent of all money
seized as a result of his
information.
In 2015, the informant’s work lead to a raid
of an auto dealership on
8 Mile in which 63 vehicles were seized along
with $6,000 to $8,000
in cash. The cars were
eventually redeemed for
$1,000 each.
The informant said he
was compensated for
that raid.
Last August the informant participated in an investigation into a Conant
tire store. He was told by
the detectives that they
wanted to broom out
“these f---ing A-rabs”
from the community.
The informant’s job
was to get the owner of
the tire business to sell
him marijuana and guns.
But to gain the trust of
the owner, he first offered to take used tires
and dump them for $1
each.
The informant did this
with the assistance of
the detectives, who
acted as lookouts and
escorts. The Highland
Park detective paid for a
U-Haul to transport the
tires.
An unmarked police
van was also used in
performing this job.
The informant at first
thought the tires would
be dumped in Hamtramck, but the Hamtramck detective said:
“You must be out of your
n----- mind if you think we
are dumping those tires
in Hamtramck.”
Instead, the tires were
dumped in Detroit.
During the course of
the informant’s contact
with the detectives the
following slurs were
used: “sand n------“;
“towel heads”; “f---ing A-

rabs”; “camel jockeys.”
At one point the incomplained
formant
about the language and
was told by the Highland
Park detective: “A little n---- never hurt anybody.”
Eventually the police
raided the tire store and
$30,000
confiscated
but the informant was
not given his 5 percent
of the take.
In a raid of an insurance agent in Dearborn
in which $7,000 to
$8,000 was seized, the
informant said he was
also not compensated.
He reported this to
Chief Moise, who told
him she would “take
care of it.”
That didn’t happen and
the informant then told
the FBI about the use of
racial and ethnic slurs by
the detectives. After that
the detectives came to
the informant’s house in
an unmarked car with
their guns drawn, saying:
“We don’t give a f--- if you
call our bosses, we

aren’t scared of any FBI,
and now you are really
going to wait for your
money.”
Other accusations include an officer putting
thousands of dollars into
his pocket from the raid
of the 8 Mile auto dealership.
converted
Officers
seized televisions for
personal use and offered seized property to
people not with the police departments for
their own use.
The informant’s attorney, Marco Bisbikis, said
he hopes the lawsuit will
encourage others “to
step forward and speak
up if they have been victimized similar to what is
stated in our suit, so together we can stop this
oppression, discrimination and abuse.”
“In doing so we must
hold these officials accountable for their actions.”

Continued from front page
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12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689
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This week at the library...
• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i
fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv
cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© ,
RvZxq Drm, wj½, weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|
‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.govG wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

‡mKkvb 3 ‡iwR÷vix †`Lyb----• ‡iwR÷vi weR‡bm wm‡j± Kiyb
• dig cyiY K‡i mve&wgU Kiæb
• gy`ªb Kiæb Ges wbeÜ‡bi cªgvb wnmv‡e mv‡_ ivLyb|
• hw` Avcbvi †Kvb cÖkœ A_ev gZvgZ _v‡K n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwRs
Kwgk‡b 313 868 7445 b¤^‡i †hvMv‡hvM Ki‡Z cv‡ib|

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv

2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK • 313 873 7787

Cooking Matters for
Adults -- Free cooking
and nutrition classes
featuring healthy cooking on a budget, smart
shopping ideas, culinary
secrets, free cookbook,
free groceries. Classes
meet 2 hours each week
and are 6 weeks long.
Commitment to all
classes is mandatory. If
interested, call (313)
365-7050.

your donation, you will receive library fine forgiveness for each item you
bring. For every item you
bring in we will waive $1
in fines and for 3 items
we will waive $5 in fines.

Food for Fines – In April
team up with the Hamtramck Public Library to
help our hungry neighbors in need. Bring in
nonperishable food items
this spring and help feed
hungry children, seniors
and families in your community. To thank you for

ESL Class – Wednesday, April 20, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.

ESL Class – Monday,
April 18, 9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. ESL classes are
free to all Hamtramck
residents. Registration
is required.

ESL Class – Friday,
April 22, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes

are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
Citizenship Classes –
Tuesday, April 12, 5 p.m.
Hamtramck residents
can get help in preparing
for their citizenship
exam. Classes are free.
Registration is required.
Michigan
Activity
Pass -- The pass will enable Library card holders
to obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating
cultural institutions. Ask
at the circulation desk
for more details.

For more information about events at the library
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access our online catalog.
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Perennial candidate sentenced to federal
prison for falsely redeeming church bonds
By Charles Sercombe
For over 10 years Taras
Nykoriak of Hamtramck
has run for Wayne County
Sheriff, as well as for
other public offices.
He never stood a
chance of winning, considering he is largely an unknown running as a
Republican in heavily
Wayne
Democratic
County.
But now he is getting
first-hand experience of a
jail. He was recently sentenced to 16 months in
prison.
Nykoriak, 28, was convicted in federal court for
cashing in over $70,000
worth of US bonds belonging to St. Andrew
Orthodox
Ukrainian
Church located just outside of the Hamtramck
border on Buffalo.
Nykoriak’s involvement
in the church took many
twists and turns. According to news reports by
WDIV Channel 4, Nykoriak
ingratiated himself with
the church starting back
in 2014.
He apparently started a
division in the church
which pitted some newcomers against oldtimers.
At one point he was living
inside the church. At an-

Taras Nykoriak, left, talks with Detroit police about
issues happening with the St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church located just outside of Hamtramck.
Nykoriak was recently imprisoned for illegally redeeming US bonds belonging to the church.
other point, he was presenting himself as a
priest to the public.
At a gathering last December in Zussman Park
in which the Muslim community held a rally to
protest against terrorism,
Nykoriak wore a priest’s
collar and spoke at the
event.
Last year at Nykoriak’s
urging, a longtime parishioner of St. Andrew was
arrested by Detroit police
for trespassing while attending a service. That
parishioner was never
charged.
But it was the start of
Nykoriak’s undoing.
According to charges
filed against him. Nyko-

riak “misrepresented that
he was acting on behalf”
of the church. He did so
by redeeming nine bonds
belonging to the parish,
totaling $73,170.
There was also footage
shown by WDIV of Nykoriak wearing a priest’s collar as he redeemed a
bond at a bank.
At first the federal government told the church
to stop redeeming the
bonds, and Nykoriak, acting on behalf of the
church, agreed to repay
what had been redeemed.
He never followed up
though.
The matter never went
to trial and Nykoriak pled
guilty to subsequent

House fire leaves family with
four children homeless
By Charles Sercombe
A few minutes might
have been the difference
between a house fire
and something much
worse.
On Wednesday at
about 9 a.m. a mother of
four children came back
to her Sobieski lower flat
to discover a fire in the
kitchen area.
Her children, the oldest
being 4 years old, were
asleep, along with her
boyfriend.
The family escaped
without injury, but Hamtramck Fire Chief Paul
Wilk said a few minutes
more could have turned
the incident into a
tragedy.

“Thank god the mother
came home,” Wilk said.
Wilk said there appeared to be no smoke
alarms in the house.
Had there been, chances
are the fire would not
have spread so far.
“That (smoke alarms)
would have woke somebody up,” he said.
As part of a deal with
Detroit, Hamtramck firefighters were assisted by
Detroit firefighters.
Wilk said the extra help
was needed because the
fire spread quickly up the
walls into the attic.
“We had to rush to get
up there,” Wilk said.
A neighbor witnessing
the fire praised the work

• Beautiful smile
reflecting healthy
teeth
• NYU Graduate
Dr. Sami Bilani
welcomes you in
many languages

of firefighters.
“They did such a great
job, so fast,” said the
woman, who asked not
to be named.
He added that firefighters were able to contain
the fire to the house and
not let it spread to neighboring houses, which
has always been a threat
in Hamtramck because
of the housing density.
Wilk said it appears
the house won’t be able
to be repaired.
The family was assisted by the Red Cross,
and an aunt was able to
take them in.
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April 16 -Polish Dinner
4-7 p.m. $10
Featuring Strolling Musette
Accordionist
Rinaldo DiCesare
May 14 - Soup Kitchen
2-4 p.m.

Celebrating 93 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Polish Dinner
Holy Cross Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck

Saturday • April 16, 2016
4 to 7 p.m.

Adult $10 • Child $5
Dessert Included
Dinner includes:
Breaded pork, potato pierogi, sauerkraut, kielbasa,
green beans, dinner roll, pickled beets, applesauce,
beverage, dessert.

Featuring Strolling
Musette Accordionist

Rinaldo
DiCesare
Join the fun
For more information contact church rectory
313-365-5191, Very Rev Nowak, Pastor.
Carry out & Vegetarian option available
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

MEET OUR
HENRY FORD TEAM

SYEDA HAQUE, M.D.
Family Medicine
Languages: Urdu, Hindi

GHIDAH AL-KHOURI, M.D.
Family Medicine
Language: Arabic

ANDREA SMITH,
CNM
Certified Nurse Midwife
Language: Spanish

We have staff who speak Bengali and Arabic.

www.DentistSamiBilani.com

CALL NOW!
313-875-1700

Together, We Can

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

ELIZABETH ROESKE,
CNM, MSN
Certified Nurse Midwife

Florian Dental welcomes
new patients with a big smile
and continuous oﬀers!
Call to check our oﬀers at:
(313) 875-1700

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday - Saturday
10am-2pm

charges.
Interestingly, the court
noted that Nykoriak goes
by several aliases. Those
who know him also said
he has been living in Warren, not Hamtramck.
Nykoriak filed a lawsuit
against the Hamtramck
Police Department on another matter, claiming he
was falsely arrested.
When he was about 10
or 12 years old, Nykoriak
would attend city council
meetings, dressed up in a
trench coat, and proclaimed he would one day
become mayor of the city.
Several media outlets
did feature stories on
him.
Nykoriak was also interviewed while he was in
Ukraine where he reported on the Russian
military aggression going
on at one time.
Part of his plea deal requires him to pay back
the church. His prison
sentence could have been
much worse, up to 10
years for each charge, or
in other words a total of
90 years.
A former parishioner,
who asked not to be identified, described Nykoriak
as a “real con artist.”

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

t.

Family Medicine • Ob/Gyn • Women’s Health
Lab & Pathology
Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance
To schedule an appointment, call (313) 972-9000 or visit
henryford.com and select the ‘Schedule an Appointment’ tab.

HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
Hamtramck
9100 Brombach • (313) 972-9000
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Above: scenes from the Recreation Department’s
Karaoke Night at the Senior Plaza.
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Recreation Department
News
The residents at the
Hamtramck Senior Plaza
had a blast last Thursday,
April 7, when the Hamtramck Recreation Department hosted Karaoke
Night. With over 21,000
songs to choose from
there was a song for
everyone to sing.

High School. According to
many teachers and students, Ishtiaq is “very acof
others,
cepting
intelligent with a vision for
his future and he clearly
wants to make a difference.”
We congratulate him
and his family for his contribution to a positive and
safe school environment.

Hamtramck High School
News
• Wednesday, April 20,
4-6 p.m. Spring College
and Career Expo at the
Center.
Community
Please RSVP to: acovington@hamtramck.k12.mi.u
s or call (248) 4167689. Please enter the
doors between the community center and HHS.
Door prizes will be given.
Ishtiaq Uddin was
awarded Peacemaker of
the Month at Hamtramck

Kosciuszko Middle
School News
Ms. Callahan’s Spanish
2 class has been studying food and how to order
at restaurants. This past
week the students took a
trip to the restaurant Los
Altos where they had to
apply their Spanish skills
in real world situations.
Students ordered, discussed food and menus
as well as conversed all
in Spanish with other patrons and staff at the
Students
restaurant.
said they had a great time
and an even better experience. This has been a
tradition with her classes
for the last couple years.
• Tuesday, April 19 -KMS boys’ baseball vs.
Ecorse at 4:30 p.m.
Home.
• Thursday, April 21 -KMS boys’ baseball vs.
HP Renaissance at 4:30
p.m. Away.

Ishtiaq Uddin

Holbrook Elementary
School News
• Tuesday, April 19 --

Friday, April 15, 2016

P.O.G.S (Parents of Great
Students) 8:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m.
• Thursday, April 21 -Parent-Teacher Conferences, 12:30-3 p.m. and
5-7 p.m.
Please plan to attend
our conferences.
• Friday, April 22 -- Earth
Day, several activities are

planned for Earth Day.
All Schools
• Thursday, April 21 –
Half day for all students. Parent Teacher
Conferences,
12:30-3
p.m. and 5-7 p.m. Report
card #3 distributed.
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

Hamtramck High School students got to practice
their Spanish speaking skills at the Los Altos restaurant.

Metro news …
It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeldmedia.com have been reporton
fascinating
ing
development projects for
the past several years.
With their permission,
here is an edited version
of this week’s story:
For all of the stories
about new businesses
that have either opened
in or moved to Detroit
over the past few years,
some of the more familiar refrains include popups and food trucks.
These relatively inexpensive venues provide
entrepreneurs an opportunity to do business
without the up-front costs
of outfitting a permanent
location. One local entrepreneur is taking those
concepts to create a
uniquely Detroit service
in the process.
Lisa Waud owns Pot &
Box, a fresh floral and
horticultural service with
studios in Detroit and
Ann Arbor. She has purchased an old ice cream
truck and, with the help
of a $10,000 NEIdeas
grant, is customizing the
truck to become a mobile
floral retailer.
The flower truck -- nicknamed Scoops, a result
of its previous life -- has
already scheduled three
stops throughout the
week and Waud plans on
adding more. Waud will
be selling flowers and
plants in front of Shinola

in
Midtown
every
Wednesday, Astro Coffee
in Corktown every Thursday, and Red Hook in
West Village every Friday.
Waud says the truck
provides her the opportunity to sell flowers without the cost and risk of
opening up a permanent
shop. With the flower
truck, Waud can more accurately target her customers.
"I'm so excited to have
this truck," says Waud.
"As small business owners, we're in front of our
computers a lot. I can't
wait to talk to and meet
customers and be out in
the world."
Pot & Box has largely
been an event-based
service, outfitting weddings, dinners, and other
occasions. But Waud
also offers daily delivery
and weekly subscription
services. Her flowers are
sourced almost exclusively from American
farms, and once warm
weather finally comes to
Michigan, she'll focus
more and more on Detroit-grown plants and
flowers.
Waud is also known for
creating
the
Flower
House art installation in
Hamtramck.
The flower truck makes
its debut on Friday, April
22, in front of the West
Village location of the
Red Hook coffee shop.
By MJ Galbraith

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
Hamtramck waits for Lansing’s
decision on returning local control
We’ve posed this
question before, but
it’s worth repeating.
Now that the City of
Pontiac has been
given more local control from the state,
what is the state waiting for when it comes
to Hamtramck?
Pontiac came under
the control of an emergency manager in
2009 because it was
in a financial crisis.
The EM eventually left
but a state-appointed
city administrator was
still in control of local
finances, to a certain
degree.
That position has
now been eliminated,
but the state will continue to monitor costs
of anything worth
$500,000 or more.

Congratulations…
Hamtramck resident
Michelle Odrobina is
playing an important
role with the Matrix
awards committee for
the Women in Communications Detroit Chapter.
The chapter's awards

Hamtramck came
under the control of an
EM in 2014 and left
over a year ago. A
Transition
Advisory
Board is still in place
to oversee all expenditures. Hamtramck’s finances are now on
solid footing.
However, in about
four years the city’s
pension obligations
will present a serious
challenge, and it could
sabotage
Hamtramck’s continued financial well-being.
Our city manager
has been given resources from the state
to tackle this issue
and hopefully prevent
another financial meltdown.
But still, the city is
doing well. So, why are

we under the thumb of
the state? Is there any
reason why local control can’t be returned
or at least relaxed like
Pontiac?
Some in the state
might insist that there
is still political instability among the city
council. They have a
point there because
this council still shows
signs of division and
confrontation with the
city administration.
But then again, this
is a democracy and a
democracy can be
messy and imperfect.
Look no further than
our state legislature or
congress. Talk about
dysfunction.
Sooner or later local
control has to be restored.

banquet will be held
Thursday, May 19, from
5:30-8:30 p.m. at The
Detroit Golf Club with
Mary Kramer serving as
keynote speaker.
Kramer is the publisher of Crain's Detroit
Business and the Detroit Executives Associ-

ation's 2015 Executive
of the Year. This year's
theme is "Detroit: Then
and Now."
Odrobina has donated
a half-day tour of Hamtramck for the silent
auction segment. For
more information, visit
womcomdetroit.org.

For every $100 spent in locally owned business,
$68 returns to the community
source: the350project.net

Prohibition in
Hamtramck: Gangsters,
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99
Available at
Hamtramck Historic
Museum
Hours: Sat. 11am-4pm,
Sun. 11am-4pm

313-893-5027
9525 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
www.HamtramckHistory.org

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Continued from page front page

And why not, if you can
do it?
Detroit geography is
vast, but it becomes
more accessible as connective neighborhood tissue grows.
Think of it this way: as
neighborhoods directly
south, southwest and
west of Hamtramck (Poletown East, Milwaukee
Junction and North End)
rebuild and repopulate,
more contiguous walkways are created that
lead to Eastern Market,
Midtown, New Center,
Woodbridge and Corktown. One of the best
stories from my youth is
of my then family friend,
Robert Kozaren -- who
later became the city’s
longest serving mayor,
from 1980 to 1998 -walking from Hamtramck
to Belle Isle for a picnic.
For those who remember Bob, who did not
drive and walked everywhere, this 7-mile trek is
easy to imagine. At 6feet-6, Kozaren had a legendary, loping stride ideal
for marathon walks. I can
close my eyes and see
him turning left at the intersection of Mt. Elliott
and Grand Blvd, lighting a
cigarette as he crosses
beneath the pedestrian
bridge at the Packard
Plant near Concord, then
turning right (at the Frontenac intersection) as
the boulevard veers
south to the river.
I have a few destina-

tions in mind for big
walks this spring and
summer.
One is to visit friends
who live in the North
Cass Corridor. It’s about
4.5 miles from my house
to theirs, a doable walk
on some future afternoon.
Third
Man
Records, opened by Jack
White last year, is about
the same distance, as is
the bakery Avalon International Breads.
I’m on the board of a
nonprofit
organization
called the Detroit-Berlin
Connection. We meet at
a building at E. Grand
Blvd near Brush. That’s
about 3 miles from my
house, a 45-minute
stroll. I already have a
route picked out for each
these
future
of
walks.
But I’m doing more
than just walking, an action that requires full multidirectional alertness. By
that I mean paying attention to the physical realities of city life: signage,
motor traffic, occasional
stray animals, sudden
changes in weather.
As my heart rate accelerates so do the
thoughts and pictures
that make up my inner
journey. My mind clears,
leaving room for remembered conversations with
family members now
gone, yearnings for personal adventures to
come, ideas for stories to
start or projects to com-

plete. It leaves room for
everything, the sweetness and sadness of
everyday life.
It’s a healthy exercise,
a practical application of
the main principle of psychogeography, which has
its roots in a Paris-based
art movement of the
1950s and 1960s.
That movement, which
called itself the Situationist International, created
no art (though was credited for producing among
the first graffiti artists),
but contributed mightily
to a critical view that suggests (quite accurately, it
turns out, in articles written 60 years ago) that we
live in a world of increasing inauthenticity.
They wrote much more
than that, in fact reams
of incendiary text over a
15-year period, and left
inspiration in some odd
places — perhaps most
notably the “idea” that
launched the Sex Pistols
and punk rock culture as
a social revolutionary
force in the mid-1970s.
That inspiration is the
fuel that gets me out the
door and on the streets
each day. I find something new in neighborhoods I have walked
through my entire life —
a feeling, a memory, anticipation of something
better still to come.
All of these things appear fresh and new as I
move back and forth in
familiar spaces I track
from birth to the present
in the blink of an eye.
Walter Wasacz spends
most of his time walking,
reminiscing and writing in
Hamtramck, where he
was born and still lives.

Letters • Letters
Recreation department offers
many programs to keep kids busy
I have a 9-year-old
son who has been an
active participant at the
Hamtramck Recreation
Department since the
age of 2.
Each year, we look forward to the activities
that the Recreation Department provides for
our community. My son
has participated annually in the Back to
School Carnival, Breakfast with the Bunny,
Spook-Ta-Cular
Boo

Bash, the Fall Harvest,
Winter Glow and karate
classes, in addition to
many other activities
hosted by the department.
These activities are
especially important to
us because not only are
most of them free or extremely affordable, they
are always conveniently
located for my babysitter who does not drive.
We need activities for
our youth. An idle mind

is the devil’s playground
and keeping them active and involved will
keep them out of trouble.
We as a community
must vote YES on Tuesday, May 3, for the
recreation renewal millage. Remember, this is
not a tax increase to us
and it is a benefit to our
community.
Satanya Van Dam
Hamtramck

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

(313) 365-5240
$895

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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Coming events
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 7 p.m. -- The Hamtramck
Midtown Block Club will meet in St. Florian's Convent, 2626 Florian; please use the side entrance.
Join us and invite your neighbors and friends as
we discuss our project, safety concerns and upcoming events around town. Guest speakers are
regularly featured, along with light refreshments.
Thank you in advance for showing your support by
attending our meetings, usually held the third
Wednesday of the month.
WEDNESDAY, April 27, noon – The Daughters of
Isabella Mystical Rose Circle 736 will host a Card
& Bunco party, featuring door and table prizes, raffles, share the wealth, light lunch, at Queen of
Apostles Activity Center, $7 admission, on Harold,
fenced-in parking.
SATURDAY, May 14, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop of your recyclables for free.

Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

Phone (313) 874-2100
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Record Store Day spins around
once again at local shops
By Charles Sercombe
If you like independent
record stores, Saturday is
your day to show your appreciation.
The ninth annual Record
Store Day is tomorrow
(April 16). There are about
1,400 independent record
stores nationwide, and in
Hamtramck there are
three: Lo and Behold (on
Jos. Campau and Belmont), Detroit Threads
(also on Campau but near
Trowbridge) and Record
Graveyard (2610 Carpenter).
Only Detroit Threads is
part of the official celebration.
Organizers of the event
say it was started as “a
day for the people who
make up the world of the
record store -- the staff,
the customers, and the
artists -- to come together
and celebrate the unique
culture of a record store
and the special role these
independently
owned
stores play in their communities.”
Those participating will

Saturday is the ninth annual Record Store Day. Hamtramck has three record stores.
be selling special one-of-akind releases, as well as
offering other creative
events, such as body
paintings, live performances, celebrity meet-andgreets and cookouts.
Mikel Smith of Detroit
Threads, which as the
store’s name implies sells
more than records, said
before we went to press
on Thursday he wasn’t
sure what special releases he would receive
from organizers.
But on hand during the
day through the evening

DJ’s from the Detroit
Techno Militia will be spinning vinyl. He will also
have a barbecue going on.
Smith said of the yearly
celebration: “It’s the second biggest day of the
year” for him businesswise.
The biggest day?
That would be first day
of the Movement Electronic Music Festival, held
in downtown Detroit over
Memorial Day weekend.
At Lo and Behold, there
nothing
special
is
planned, although a band

will be holding a practice
in the store during the
evening.
At Record Graveyard,
those with a Hamtramck
ID can enjoy a special deal
in which for every record
purchased, you get one for
free.
While vinyl records were
once thought to be going
the way of the Dodo bird at
first the arrival of CDs and
then digital downloads,
they have been enjoying a
resurgence in recent
years.
According to media reports, vinyl record sales
have increased by 53 percent in 2015, and have
now surpassed sales of
nine million.
In other words, records
are cool once again.
Actually so cool that in
2013 the co-founder of
Record Store Day, Michael
Kurtz, was bestowed one
of the most prestigious
arts awards: He was made
a Chevalier of the Ordre
Des Arts et Des Letters in
France.

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm
Dan Rojek, Realtor®

Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration
Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill
can be heard every Thursday
at 11:00 am-11:15 am.
Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org
Click on
FMIC (Food Ministries
In Collaboration) then
donate, and follow the
instructions to
donate!

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

12898 Gable • Detroit
Located approximately one mile
from Hamtramck;
Near Mound Rd. & Charles.
3-Bedrooms, Living Room, Dining
Room, Basement,
2 ½ Car Garage. Motivated Seller!

$29,900

Certified
Residential
Specialist

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

Multi-Family Homes
2654 Commor - $79,900 - PENDING!
2424 Botsford - $74,900 - SOLD!
Single Family Homes
2644 Pulaski - $69,900 - NEW PRICE!
5225 Belmont - $65,000 - NEW!
2394 Zinow - $69,900 - NEW!
Vacant Land
Sutton - Dryden - $34,900 - NEW PRICE!
6801 Holland - $134,900 - NEW PRICE!
Armada
22363 32 Mile Rd. - $189,000 - PENDING!
Dryden Twp.
3867 Pleasant St. - $149,900 - PENDING!
Pontiac
91 Home - $24,900 - PENDING!
Shelby Twp.
55018 Belle Rose Dr - $214,900 - PENDING!

Romeo
297 W. St. Clair - $135,000 NEW PRICE! BACK
ON THE MARKET!
Richfield Twp.
10468 Richfield - $249,900
6146 Thomas - $104,000 - NEW!
Fraser
16160 Clarkson (condo) $47,900 - NEW PRICE!
Harper Woods
19978 Hunt Club - $94,900 - NEW PRICE!
Elba Twp.
5345 Davison - $74,900 - SOLD!
Detroit
5115 Fredro - $69,900 - PENDING!
Flint
2539 Flushing - $7,000 - NEW!
Imlay City
105 Grove - $79,900 - NEW!

Land Contracts
Available on Many
of my properties!
5225 Belmont
4 Bedroom, Full Basement

$65,000

Call Today!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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ROOM FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

Furnished room for rent, 3934 Trowbridge, Hamutilities included, no tramck, newly remodpets, 313-366-1527. 4/15 eled, 4 br., family rm.,
living + dining rm., 2
HOUSE
bath w/new ceramic tile,
FOR RENT
kitchen and extra rm.,
Hamtramck, 5104 Eva- new roof, porch, doors,
line, 3 br., living, dining, windows, carpet, basekitchen, bath, new addi- ment glass block wintion built on huge lot, sin- dows, asking $79,000,
gle home, call Nelson, 313-721-6552. 4/29
313-310-3540. 4/8
CAR
FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

2 family home, 2089
Belmont, do not bother
tenants, call 586-7138484. 4/22

1999 Pontiac Grand Am,
runs great, air conditioning, AM/FM stereo cassette, very clean, good
tires, asking $1500,
313-622-5666. 4/22
HELP WANTED

Phone (313) 874-2100

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Now hiring
waitresses, cooks,
dishwashers and
delivery drivers, Mid
City Grill, 51 W. Forest,
Detroit, MI 48202.
Apply Within 7am-3pm

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers April 5-10.
Tuesday, April 5
• A resident in the
3300 block of Edwin resomeone
he
ported
knows broke into his residence.
• An employee at CVS
Pharmacy reported someone walked in the employee break room and
stole items.
• A teenager ran away
from home in the 2400
block of Goodson. Officers found the teen later.
• A man reported the
theft of his car while it
was parked at Jos. Campau and Casmere.
• A resident in the
2000 block of Commor reported the theft of his license plate.
• A Lumpkin resident
reported a break-in.

www.midcitygrilldetroit.com
4/8

CALL!
GOD CALLING
313-775-6509
4/29

Experienced caregivers,
non-medical, private duty
in seniors’ homes, valid
driver’s license required,
FT, PT & live in, flexible
schedules, pay $9.50 $15, dependent on
client, apply online at:
helpseniors.net, 586782-6363, ext. 601. 5/6
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Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to
classify, revise or reject any classified advertisement.

Wednesday, April 6
• A resident in the
11300 block of Moran reported a break-in and the
theft of her television.
• A person was ticketed
for trespassing following
an investigation in the
area of Jos. Campau and
Roosevelt.
• A resident in the
2400 block Commor reported the theft of an
item from his car.
• A woman reported the
theft of her license plate.

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

• A Lumpkin resident
reported someone entered her unlocked car
and searched through it.
Nothing was stolen.
• A Lumpkin resident
reported the theft of her
Social Security card and
ID.
• A Livonia resident reported the theft of her license plate while her car
was parked in the 9800
block of Jos. Campau.
Thursday, April 7
• At a little after 4:30
a.m. officers responded
to a call about an unresponsive female in the
11600 block of Lumpkin.
The woman was pronounced dead on arrival.
• At 6 a.m. a resident in
the 3800 block of Trowbridge resident reported
seeing two men who had
been driving a silver car
attempting to steal his
catalytic convertor from
his car.
• A woman on Evaline
reported the theft of her
2000 Chevrolet Suburban.
• At 9 a.m. a man was
arrested for assaulting
his wife at their residence.
• A Wyandotte resident
reported his catalytic converter was stolen from his
Honda van.
• A man reported someone stole items from his
car while it was parked

behind a business in the
11400 block of Jos. Campau.
• A Selfridge resident
reported being assaulted
by her ex-boyfriend.
Friday, April 8
• A woman reported
fraudulent use of her Social Security Number.
• A resident in the
12000 block of Mitchell
reported someone broke
out a side window of her
car.
• A resident from Georgia reported their rental
house on Whalen had
been vandalized and
items stolen from it. The
landlord also reported
that their tenant and propmanager
had
erty
stopped keeping in touch.
Saturday, April 9
• At 4:30 a.m. a person
was arrested after a traffic stop for possessing
narcotics and driving with
a suspended license in
an unregistered car.
• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 2600
block of Whalen for possessing dangerous drugs.
• A resident was arrested for domestic violence in the 3200 block
of Belmont.
• A Poland resident reported a window broken
out at their residence.
• A Yemans resident reContinued on page 8

Service Directory
HEATING & COOLING

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,
Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR
ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Ask for Details

10% OFF

Service
Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Installation
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Repairs
Since 1965.
Fast Same Day Service
• Licensed & Insured
Radio Dispatched
• Residential & Commercial

Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job Installation or Repair

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters
• Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated
and Located in Hamtramck

Not to be combined with any other offer.

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

www.waterworkplumbing.com

Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

6/30/13

We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

PLUMBING

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

6/24/16

POWDER COATING

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Care of the Soul Family
Counseling with Spiritual
Solutions to Clinical Issue.
Communications/Addictions/ Anger/ Identity

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Ventline, D.Min., P.HD.

586-925-7617
All-Faiths Festival Center for
Inter-Religious Dialog and
Catholic ought
LawrenceMatthewVentline@gmail.com

Let Our Service
Directory Do the
Work For You!

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352
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9811 Conant • Suite 2
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Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

69 29

$

$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Continued from page 7
ported her daughter missing.
Sunday, April 10
• At a little after midnight Ann Arbor police reported finding a runaway
juvenile from Hamtramck.
The girl’s mother picked
her up.
• At 5:30 a.m. officers
attempted to pull over a

silver Impala with no license plate but the driver
sped off.
• A man was arrested in
the 2200 block of Danforth for possessing narcotics,
carrying
a
concealed weapon and
animal cruelty for stomping and beating a puppy. A
woman was also arrested
for obstruction. The dog

was taken to the Humane
Society for treatment.
• A man was arrested
for stealing an item from
a car in the 2200 block of
Evaline after he was
caught breaking in.
• A Jacob resident reported his catalytic converter was stolen from his
car.
Monday, April 11
• A Belmont resident reported two juveniles and
an adult threw a brick

through a window at his
residence. The resident
also reported a window in
his car was broken out.
• An adult resident living in the 3500 block of
Caniff was reported missing.
• A Caniff resident reported that a person who
had vandalized his car the
day before showed up at
his residence and threatened to do it again.
• A resident on Botsford turned over property

that was found.
• A Detroit resident was
ticketed for presenting
fake insurance to an officer during a traffic stop.
• A resident reported
that a business on Caniff
sold cigarettes to his 13year-old daughter.
• A resident was assaulted while walking at
Burger and Mackay.
• A Detroit juvenile was
arrested after a traffic
stop for not having a license and speeding. The

Proud
Supporter
of:
juvenile’s father was ticketed for parental responsibility.
• Two Nagel residents
were arrested for being
wanted on felony warrants, providing false information to an officer
and possessing narcotics.
• A resident reported
two of his car tires were
slashed while the car was
parked on Charest.

Hamtramck Public Schools
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9118 Jos Campau
— Hamtramck —
Open Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
Sat 9am-7pm
Sun 10am-5pm

FREE
SMARTWATCH

WE MOVED
ACROSS THE
STREET!

with new activation $60 Plan

From inside Glory
Supermarket
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Pre-School (ECE only) and Kindergarten
registration for the 2016/2017 school year
3OHDVHEULQJWKHIROORZLQJWRVDYH\RXUFKLOG¶VVSRW
*Original birth certificate

*Up-to-date immunization record
*Parent ID

*2 Proof of residency (utility bill, mortgage, etc.)

*Proof of income (preschool only)

