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Quick Hits
It’s time to test your
knowledge of completely
useless
information.
The latest edition of
Hamtrivia is coming to
the Hamtramck Moose
Lodge 1670, at 9421
Conant.
The big event will be
held Saturday, April 9.
The fun begins at 7 p.m.
Admission is $10 and
light food will be served.
There also is a cash bar.
This
edition
of
Hamtrivia
is
being
streamlined a bit to give
players more time to
rummage through their
brains to remember
those obscure facts they
will need to win the contest.
Fabulous prizes will be
awarded. Well, maybe
not so fabulous. But
everyone is guaranteed
to have a good time.
For more information,
call (313) 574-9758. All
proceeds from the event
benefit the Hamtramck
Historical Museum.

Quote of
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“It’s very upsetting to
see some public servants blow this off.”

Diverse Hamtramck economy
rolling into a bright future
By Walter Wasacz
To see the Hamtramck
of tomorrow isn't difficult.
It's already begun,
staring back at you as
you stroll through neighborhoods made of modest housing stock that
dates from the 1920s
and 1930s. On nearly
every block of the 2
square mile city duplexes -- most filled with
immigrant families, many
of whom own their own
homes -- are the predominant residential feature.
The scale of this classic urban grid, where
sidewalks can lead you
on foot to nearly any destination (food, drink, art,
music, fun on one end of
the cultural spectrum;
schools,
churches,
mosques, temples on
the other), seems ideally
suited for American city

Amy Duncan at HenriettaHaus coffee roasters.

dwellers decreasingly reliant on the car for all
transportation needs.
Diversity, affordability,
and walkability are also
attractive features for
young adults looking for
a life more real, more
tactile than what they experienced growing up in

On some media sites a
number of commentators
guessed that because Almasmari is an Arab male
he left the country to join
a terrorist organization.
Others said the FBI or
Homeland Security had
detained him.
Almasmari was reported to be found on
Wednesday, April 6, but
there are no details on
where he was found or
the circumstances of the
incident.
Hamtramck police were
notified last week by Almasmari’s family that he
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By Charles Sercombe
Newly-appointed
School Boardmember
Salah Hadwan recently
experienced what some
might call ethnic profiling.
Hadwan, a YemeniAmerican, posted a recent encounter he had
with Detroit police and
border officers while
driving on Jefferson in
downtown Detroit.

Photos by Walter Wasacz.

places with less density.
Artists, musicians, students and professionals
are all in the mix here,
as both producers and
consumers of local culture.
Most
residential
blocks are active and
stable, a good combina-

tion for growth. Housing
prices are up slightly, as
are rental units, though
the cost of living here is
still far less than in 7.2square-mile
greater
downtown
Detroit,
roughly two miles to the
west and slightly farther
Continued on page 4

Missing man found safe but
disappearance remains a mystery
By Charles Sercombe
A 20-year-old Hamtramck man who went
missing this week is now
safe and sound.
Few details are available about what happened to Mossa Salleh
Almasmari who went
missing on March 29
after he attended a class
at Macomb Community
College.
Almasmari’s disappearance prompted a number
of media reports, and a
lot of negative speculation about his mysterious
disappearance.

Boardmember
questions
police motive

had not returned from
school. The FBI joined in
the investigation.
FBI Public Affair Agent
Jill Washburn told The Review that she could not
discuss the matter other
than to say he “left voluntarily” and was “found
safe out of state.”
Almasmari was last
seen attending class at
MCC on March 29. According to various media
reports his car was left
behind at MCC.
And according to the
Arab-American News, Almasmari’s social network

sites had been shut down
almost a week before he
went missing.
Hamtramck City Councilmember Saad Almasmari, a distant cousin of
Mossa Almasmari, helped
organize a rally at MCC on
Tuesday to promote attention on the case and also
urge the campus to allow
the family to view surveillance tapes.
Saad Almasmari told
The Review on Wednesday that there are “no details yet. As long he is
alive and well that's all we
wanted.”

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience

Hamtramck
School
Boardmember Salah Hadwan had a recent run-in
with Detroit police that
left him wondering if he
had been profiled.

“I am not one to say or
build on the situation
that Arabs or Muslims
are profiled for no reason but today it hit too
close to home for me to
really realize how real it
is,” Hadwan posted in
his Facebook page on
April 1.
He said he was driving
along with a number of
other cars to a friend’s
wedding. On the way,
three police patrol cars
followed the party for
about five miles before
pulling over Hadwan.
The reason?
Continued on page 2

9731 Jos. Campau
Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076
M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm. Please call for appointment
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Boardmember questions
police motive
Continued from front page

came a little more aggressive, Hadwan said.
“They opened the door
and tried to pull me out
but the seat belt caught
me and they started to
point their guns at me as
if I'm resisting arrest
and I'm telling them my
seat belt is on …,” he
said.
“They got me out and
asked where my gun was
and I told them it's on
my side they snatched it
and we get handcuffed
and didn't bother to read
us our rights.”

Officers claimed a witness saw an Arabic male
in a tan Range Rover
waving a gun. Hadwan
drives a white Range
Rover.
Joining the officers
were officers with the
Border Patrol, and Hadwan was told that a police helicopter had been
following him.
When he stopped, he
told officers he had a
concealed weapons permit and that he had a
gun.
That’s when things be-
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At this point, Hadwan
said, there were over 20
officers. They proceeded
to search his car. He demanded to see a warrant
for the investigation but
was told by an officer
“We don't need it for
people like you.”
The search continued
and Hadwan and a passenger were questioned
about whether they were
illegal immigrants.
“They continued to
search my car and trash
it. After finding nothing
and having us handcuffed for a good hour
they told us they are still
waiting for the witness,”
he said.
The incident then went
to another level with the
arrival of Detroit Police
Chief James Craig.
After about an hourand-an-half, Hadwan and
his passenger were told
they were free to go.
The experience left
Hadwan wondering:
“Did all that just happen because they kept
saying we were Arabs?
… At the end of this I am
proud to be an Arab. …
The one thing I will not
be sorry for is being a
Muslim and an Arab
American!”

• 24 Hour
Security
• Recreation
Areas
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

All parties interested
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3
qualified business at www.hud.gov:
• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.
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City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.
By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
March 29 and all councilmembers were present.
Mayor Karen Majewski was
absent.
Before the regular council
meeting a work session
was held. During that meeting Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski questioned a
water line washout at Trowbridge and Jos. Campau
that has been ongoing.
City Manager Katrina
Powell said her administration knows about the situation and is working on it.
Councilmember
Abu
Musa asked if the city tests
for lead in the drinking
water. He said he is concerned about the health of
children in light of the Flint
water crisis.
Powell said the city’s
water is tested every
month.
In a review of the city’s
budget, Powell noted that
the cost for retiree pensions is “really high.”
On the police department’s overtime traffic patrol program, Councilmember Anam Miah said
the program has to be able
to bring in enough revenue
to sustain it.
Powell noted that the
public library’s spending is
now in line. She also said
that for the first time in
years the city’s Water Department will have a surplus in its budget.
Powell added there have
been a number of issues
with the city’s water meters, with some industrial
sites not having any metering. She said she will present a contract in April to
replace all of the meters.
Councilmember Saad Almasmari said people are
moving out of the city because of water costs.
Councilmember Mohammad Hassan talked about
combining the police and
fire departments into a
public safety department.
“It does work,” he said,
but then added: “It does
not work right away.”

Hassan said he brings up
the issue just as a “talking
point” for now.
Councilmember
Miah
said that proposal would
have to be studied much
more.
During the regular meeting Carrie Beth Lasley
spoke during the public
comment section. She said
that some councilmembers
have failed to attend work
sessions before the regular
council meetings.
“It’s very upsetting to see
some public servants blow
this off,” she said.
She added that missing
work sessions will likely be
a part of the reason for a
delay in the return of local
control. (Hamtramck is still
under the financial supervision of the state.)
A resident complained
that the city fails to attract
businesses. She said the
city has no major supermarket and only one chain
store, CVS Pharmacy.
She said councilmembers ran for office on the
promise to make the city
better, but none are living
up to that promise.
A man complained that
although Hamtramck is

known as a “walkable” city
“it’s not a safe walk.”
He also suggested the
city look into businesses
here that pay their employees under the table.
A representative of
Wayne County Commissioner Martha Scott reminded the public that she
is running for re-election
this year.
Councilmember
Miah
said he looks forward to
using a recently created
blight map of Hamtramck to
help with future development of the city.
Councilmember Hassan
said that although the city
is doing well financially,
there is a need to improve
economic development.
Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski encouraged residents to call the city administration
with
code
enforcement complaints.
Councilmember Ian Perrotta noted that the role of
a councilman is not a fulltime job and that the council relies on professionals
to run the city. He added
that he thinks the city administration is doing a good
job.

Continued from front page

FREE WI-FI

Monday

Wednesday

Continued on page 12

Domestic

DOLLAR BEER

FREE POOL
Characters
Always
Welcome!

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

This week at the library...
Tax Program -- Mondays, through April 11, 10
a.m. – 4 p.m. Wayne
Metro’s Free Tax Program
offers accessible services throughout Wayne
County, with different
times and locations.
While appointments are
encouraged, walk-ins are
also accepted. To make
an appointment please
call (734) 284-6999 or
(313) 388-9799.
Cooking Matters for
Adults -- Free cooking and
nutrition classes featuring
healthy cooking on a
budget, smart shopping
ideas, culinary secrets,
free cookbook, free groceries. Classes meet 2
hours each week and are
6 weeks long. Commitment to all classes is
mandatory. If interested,
call (313) 365-7050.

Food for Fines – In April
team up with the Hamtramck Public Library to
help our hungry neighbors
in need. Bring in nonperishable food items this
spring and help feed hungry children, seniors and
families in your community. To thank you for your
donation, you will receive
library fine forgiveness for
each item you bring. For
every item you bring in we
will waive $1 in fines and
for 3 items we will waive
$5 in fines
ESL Class – Monday,
April 11, 9 a.m. and 2:30
p.m. ESL classes are free
to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.
Citizenship Classes –
Tuesday, April 12, 5 p.m.
Hamtramck residents can
get help in preparing for

their citizenship exam.
Classes are free. Registration is required.
ESL Class – Wednesday, April 13, 9 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck
residents. Registration is
required.
ESL Class – Friday, April
15, 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
ESL classes are free to
all Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
Michigan Activity Pass - The pass will enable Library card holders to
obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating cultural institutions. Ask at
the circulation desk for
more details.

For more information about events at the library
call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access our online catalog.
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Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Hamtramck High
School News
Hamtramck
High
School graphic arts student Fataha Gency won
third place and a $300
scholarship from the Society of Automotive EngiSection
neers-Detroit
2016 High School Poster
Contest.
The top ten posters will
be displayed at the SAE
World Congress April 1214 at Cobo Center in Detroit.
Kosciuszko Middle
School News
The KMS March Art
Contest results are in.
March's theme was
“Choose
Kindness,
Choose Joy” in honor of
Anti-Bullying Month. It
was judged on creativity
and craftsmanship.
This month's 1st place
winner was Nuha Ahmed
and 2nd place winner
was Nadija Basic. They
both won a goodie bag of
art supplies and snacks.
The results are in for
KMS Student Council’s
Door Decorating Contest
for March.
March’s
theme was “Acts of Kindness” in honor of Anti
Bullying Month. It was
judged on creativity, collaboration, craftsmanship and originality. The
winning Academic Support class was Mr.
Semsedini’s class. They
did a great job!

Hamtramck High School graphic arts student Fataha
Gency recently won a poster contest.

Above and below: The March KMS art contest winners.
Middle
Kosciuszko
School will be celebrating
National Library Week
April 10-16. Exciting activities in the library are
planned for students including “I love my library
because…” contest.
Prizes will include
books, bookmarks and
other surprises. A popcorn party will also be
awarded to the class with
no lost or overdue books.

Dickinson West
Elementary School and
Kosciuszko Middle
School Library News
Dickinson West and

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Dickinson East Elementary School News
• Thursday, April 14,
Kindergarten Round-Up,
3:30-5:30 p.m. Please
bring the following to
save your child’s spot:
Original birth certificate,
up-to-date immunization
record, Parent ID, 2
proofs of residency (utility bill, mortgage etc.).
Holbrook Elementary
School News
On March 22, Holbrook
Elementary had a funfilled evening with students and their families
during Family Game
Night. This was the third
year Learning Gizmos
came to Holbrook with
multiple different learn-

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

ing games to play, such
as math games, science
games, critical thinking
games and other literacy
games.
The first 50 families
that participated in the
event received a $15
coupon to buy games
provided by Learning Gizmos. Each family walked
out with multiple different
games to continue learning and having fun at
home.
"I really like coming to
Family Game Night!" said
Aiman Maazab. "It is really nice that we get to
play games and then
take them home to play
with my family. It is a lot
of fun!"
• Tuesday, April 12 -Kindergarten Round-Up,
3:30-5 p.m. Please join
us if you have a child of
kindergarten age. Please
bring the following to
save your child’s spot:
Original birth certificate,
up-to-date immunization
record, Parent ID, 2
proofs of residency (utility bill, mortgage etc.).
• Wednesday, April 13 - P.T.S.A. ( Parent Teacher
School
Association)
Meeting at 1:30 p.m. All
Continued on page 6

April 16 -Polish Dinner
4-7 p.m. $10
Featuring Strolling Musette
Accordionist
Rinaldo DiCesare
May 14 - Soup Kitchen
2-4 p.m.

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Celebrating 93 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Polish Dinner
Holy Cross Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck

Saturday • April 16, 2016
4 to 7 p.m.

Adult $10 • Child $5
Dessert Included
Dinner includes:
Breaded pork, potato pierogi, sauerkraut, kielbasa,
green beans, dinner roll, pickled beets, applesauce,
beverage, dessert.

Featuring Strolling
Musette Accordionist

Rinaldo
DiCesare
Join the fun
For more information contact church rectory
313-365-5191, Very Rev Nowak, Pastor.
Carry out & Vegetarian option available
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Henry Ford Medical Center — Hamtramck

IS NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS.
WE MAKE CARE CONVENIENT.
Need a primary care physician? The Henry Ford Medical Group
is committed to improving your family’s health. That means
we’re always working to get you easy access to the best doctors.
We’ve got you covered with:
• A single phone number (1-800-HENRYFORD)
• Convenient same-day appointments
• Nurse On-Call medical phone advice
• Henry Ford MyChart that offers:
– Easy online appointment scheduling
– Lab and test results for review
– The ability to message your doctor online
– Online prescription renewal

NEED A PRIMARY CARE DOCTOR?
Choose the best. Choose a Henry Ford doctor.
• Beautiful smile
reflecting healthy
teeth
• NYU Graduate
Dr. Sami Bilani
welcomes you in
many languages

Florian Dental welcomes
new patients with a big smile
and continuous oﬀers!
Call to check our oﬀers at:
(313) 875-1700

www.DentistSamiBilani.com
for the Weekly
Dental Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in
Emergencies
Welcome
• We accept most
insurances.

Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Thursday
10am-6pm
Friday - Saturday
10am-2pm

OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St.
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CALL NOW!
313-875-1700

GHIDAH AL-KHOURI, M.D.

Family Medicine

Family Medicine

9100 Brombach Street
Hamtramck, MI 48212

9100 Brombach Street
Hamtramck, MI 48212
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SYEDA HAQUE, M.D.
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Just Across
the Street from
St. Florian Church!
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To learn more or to make an appointment,
visit henryford.com/sameday or call 1-800-HENRYFORD.
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Diverse Hamtramck economy rolling into a
bright future
Continued from front page

south of Hamtramck's
city limits.
What's missing is
what's coming: an integrated social and cultural cityscape powered
by an effervescent local
economy, fed from within
and from without, with
business activity on two
distinct main streets,
Jos. Campau and Conant.
Add to that Caniff, an
avenue mixed with retail,
restaurants and residences, effectively becoming
a
bridge
connecting the two primary commercial districts.
Fundamentals of community entrepreneurship
The merchant class
leading this commercial
resurgence will come as
no surprise to those who
have been playing close
attention to the Hamtramck economic story.
It's been immigrant entrepreneurs practicing
the fundamentals of
business: sell a product
to people you know will
buy it because they need
it. Then begin to expand
the base.
Bangladeshi-American
business people began
investing in Hamtramck
in the late 1980s. The
first shop was called
Bengal Spices, on Caniff
near Lumpkin. The same
family later bought an
old Polish Hall (once part
of the Polish Roman
Catholic Union or PRCU
organizational network)
and opened Taj Mahal,
Hamtramck's first South
Asian restaurant, in the
early 1990s.
When European-American business ownership
began running out of
steam in the last quarter
of the 20th century, Can-

iff and Conant were left
in shabby states of decline. It was largely
Bangladeshi immigrant
business
investment
that turned those two
streets around -- Conant
in particular, where today
approximately
35-40
business from that community are active.
In
2008,
Gov.
Granholm designated
Conant as Bangladesh

make this a better place
for all," Rahman says.
"We like to think
BanglaTown is the downtown for the Bangladeshi
people in (southeast
Michigan). This is our
Greektown, our Mexicantown. We want our business community to grow,
for more people to come
visit and shop here."
On the south end of
Hamtramck, in the city's

Neighborhood Bangladeshi-owned cornershop, at
Klinger and Commor streets.

Avenue. Today, efforts
are underway to put
more juice into branding
strategies. A group
known
as
BAPAC
(Bangladeshi American
Public Affairs Committee) is using BanglaTown
-- also used by the artist
community in the neighborhood north of Carpenter -- to describe a
district along the Conant
corridor on either side of
the Hamtramck-Detroit
border with Davison at
its northern edge.
Kamal Rahman of
BAPAC says he talked
with artists/neighborhood activists Mitch
Cope and Gina Reichert
of Power House Productions about the name.
He says all agreed it was
a good fit for everyone.
"We believe the people
who live here and the
business community are
part of one community.
We all work together to

oldest
neighborhood
once marked by blight
and neglect, word is that
the
Yemeni-American
community is building a
case for its own branded
district. The Yemen Cafe
just moved into a new,
bigger space in a building adjacent to Veterans
Memorial Park. Sheeba,
another restaurant, is in
a storefront on the north
side of the same building.
Arab-American
investors originally from
Yemen also have key
footprints on Caniff in AlHaramain market, Royal
Kabob restaurant and
Delite Cafe.
What's popping now
Signals have been appearing for some time
that
Hamtramck
is
primed and ready for
new business -- especially of the outside-thebox, nontraditional vari-

ety.
Some of those already
dot the commercial landscape, like Mikel Smith's
Detroit Threads, Jeff Garbus's Record Graveyard
and Richie Wohfiel's Lo
& Behold -- all players on
the local underground
music scene.
Speaking of music, the
recent
Hamtramck
Music Festival attracted
4,300 attendees, 1,300
more than in 2015. The
Hamtramck DDA broke
down the numbers to
show that each festivalgoer spent approximately $40 while in
Hamtramck (events took
place in 24 locations
over three days), contributing $172,000 to
local
economy.
the
Strategies are already
being discussed on how
benefits to the business
communities can be increased in 2017.
A new bar, Trixie's,
opened by twin brothers
Andrew and Ian Perotta,
hosted bands during the
festival, then had its official opening two weeks

Kelly's, which has done
taco, burger and fish fry
food pop ups; Baker
Streetcar Bar, where
Summer Radke does
creative bar food fare on
Sunday evenings; and
Bumbo's, where Brian
and Tia Fletcher Krawczyk offer Polish food
fused with other cuisines
every Wednesday night.
Also recently opened is
Bank Suey, a project that
offers low-cost space for
community-driven events
and activities. The building -- once home to a
community bank, later a
bar and most recently a
Chinese food carry out -has quickly asserted itself by illuminating the
night at the intersection
of Jos. Campau and Caniff. Editor's note: Bank
Suey is run by Model D
publisher Alissa Shelton
and her family.
Another
Shelton,
Alissa's brother Darren,
is working with Planet
Ant on redeveloping the
former BHA Hall on Caniff (this is the same property that once housed

Corner space under development for Wheelhouse Detroit, Hamtramck location.

later. The business is on
Carpenter, at the northernmost edge of the city,
in a neighborhood artists
have dubbed the Northwest Territories.
Other bars executing
good ideas to attract
more customers include

the PRCU until the early
1990s) for live theater
performance, a restaurant and bar.
What's coming
There are several other
business projects now in
progress, a few far

enough along to potentially open this spring.
• Zlatan and Indira
Sadikovic, who left Sarajevo in the 1990s during
the Bosnian war, are converting the former Belmont Bar into a coffee
bar, photo studio and
gallery. The couple also
bought the building directly to the north of the
Belmont and are renovating it into a loft space
above for themselves,
with a still-to-be-decided
commercial space on
ground floor.
• More coffee (with full
Class C liquor license) is
coming to the southend
of Jos. Campau. HenriettaHaus, formerly of Ferndale's Rust Belt Market,
is expected to open later
this year in the former
Kopytko Meats storefront near the corner of
Andrus St. Business
owner Amy Duncan and
partner Jeremy Duncan
also live in the building,
which was built in 1919.
• Living Zen Organics,
the cafe at the Detroit
Zen Center, is expanding
into the garden on the
north side of the building
at Mitchell and Casmere
streets. It will include a
teahouse with Korean
recipes that stretch back
over 2,000 years.
• It'll soon be "showtime" for an alternative
rock 'n' roll clothing
store, moving from its
original Midtown location
to Jos. Campau near
Evaline St. An official announcement is expected
soon by the owner, who
purchased the building
that once contained New
York Fashions.
• Bon Bon Bon is moving uptown from its tight
quarters on Evaline St.
west of Jos. Campau to
a building on Jos. Campau north of Caniff.
Owner Alexandra Clark is
also renovating the second floor as a living
space.
• A larger Jos. Campau
location will house the
Ukrainian Archives and
Museum, across the
street from the Hamtramck Historical Museum near Norwalk St.
• In a building on Jos.
Campau between Edwin
and Norwalk streets that
once housed a flower
shop, then a film studio
and more recently a yoga
studio, sound engineer
Adam Cox is opening
Hamtramck Sound Studios.
• The Detroit City Futbol Club is locating its
business offices in a
space on Yemans St., in
the same building as
Amicci's Pizza. The club
launched a $750,000
campaign to renovate
Hamtramck's Keyworth
Stadium for the upcoming season. The team
playing at the stadium
Continued on page 5
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Review: Opinion Page
Diverse Hamtramck economy
rolling into a bright future

In Our Opinion
Economic development points
to a growing business renaissance
This week we present
another story from Rewriter
Walter
view
Wasacz about Hamtramck’s evolving economic journey.
We are calling this a
journey because we
have been fooled in the
past about economic
developments. We have
seen plenty of moments
when it appeared Hamtramck was experiencing
a
major
development phase.
As it often turned out,
however, it seems for
every two steps forward
the city takes, it is
quickly followed by one
huge step backwards.
Having said that, it ap-

Cleaning up… It’s that
time of the year again to
show your Hamtramck
pride.
The Hamtramck Beautification Commission is
holding its annual Spring
Clean Sweep on Saturday,
April 23, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Here’s what the commission has to say:
“Winter is finally over!
Let’s clean the last memories of it off of our fair
city!
“We’ll gladly take your
help for as long as you’re
available. Tools, trash
bags and refreshments
will be provided. Meet up
locations to be determined. Please check our
Facebook page for addi-

pears the latest trends
in economic development happening here
are rock solid and point
toward more positive
development.
There are a number of
reasons for this belief,
as pointed out in
Wasacz’s deep dive into
what’s happening here.
One major influence
has been the gentrification of Midtown Detroit,
which has pushed out a
number of retailers and
residents. Looking for
inexpensive but quality
housing, a number of
these former Detroiters
are moving here. The
same can be said for
some business folks.

tional details.
“Want to volunteer or
have any questions?
Please contact the Hamtramck
Beautification
Commission at hamtramckbeautification@gmail.co
m or call (313) 312-4045.
“Help keep our city
beautiful!”
Protest… There is a lot
of concern here about a
proposed
hazardous
waste plant to be located
just outside of Hamtramck. The name of the
plant is “US Ecology” –
which is a not so clever
attempt to fool the public
into thinking this will be
environmentally friendly.
That couldn’t be further

There has also been
an incubation of firsttime entrepreneurs who
have been drawn here
by the relatively cheaper
rents and amazing ethnic diversity.
Without a doubt Hamtramck is changing, and
changing for the better.
We are excited about
the city’s future, and we
believe this uptick is
here for good.
Look for more stories
on Hamtramck’s economic renaissance in
future issues. In the
meantime, go out there
and support our retailers and the growing
music and arts scene.

from the truth.
Opponents of the plant
say this operation will
deal with highly contaminated items, a “stew of
chemicals” they say that
will be dumped into the
ground and emitted into
the air.
The state’s Department
of Environmental Quality
is said to be ready to approve this plant.
With that in mind, a
protest will be held on
Saturday, April 16 at 10
a.m. at 2120 Russell.
There will then be a
demonstration walk to
Eastern Market. Come on
out and let your voice be
heard.

Continued from page 4

built in the late 1930s
will likely bring another
huge economic boost to
the city when the season
begins this spring.
• In another building
recently purchased by
Amicci's owner John
Grossi, Better Life Bags
-- a community-minded
business that hires
women with various employment barriers to
make leather and fabric
handbags -- has relocated after being in the
space soon to be occupied by Detroit City FC.
• Sharing that same
building at the corner of
Jos. Campau and Florian
St. is Wheelhouse Detroit, the bicycle shop on
Detroit's East Riverfront.
If all goes as planned
the business will open in
May.
Kelli Kavanaugh of
Wheelhouse says she
chose Hamtramck because of "the traditional
Main Street character of
Jos. Campau and the
overall friendliness of
city government." She
also says that the new

Bank Suey at night, intersection of Jos. Campau and
Caniff.

location "expands the
footprint of my business
out of the 7.2-squaremile area of greater
downtown Detroit." Kavanaugh is also director
for the non-profit Tour deTroit organization, which
sponsors the annual
Paczki Run in Hamtramck each winter.
Another reason for
Wheelhouse opening in
Hamtramck?
The Inner Circle Greenway, a 26-mile non-motorized trail is coming up
this way from the Dequindre Cut, before it
zigs over to St. Aubin,
then zags over to Jos.
Campau via Hamtramck

Drive. Riders on the
Greenway will glide along
right past Wheelhouse,
with protected lanes proposed for the wider section of Jos. Campau
north of Caniff. That's
big news for the local
economy, made bigger by
the fact that one of the
region's top advocates
for bicycle transportation
is putting a stake down
in a corner of the city.
Welcome, Kelli. Welcome, everyone. Say
hello to the future.
This story appears courtesy
of Model D. See more at
www.modeldmedia.com

Soccer club recognized
for undefeated season
The Mousumee Sports
Club soccer team has
some serious bragging
rights.
The club won the Detroit Police Athletics
League championship for
the U14 group last October. Recently, the Detroit
City Council recognized
the team during the regular city council meeting.

The team was organized and coached by
AKM Rahman, a former
member
of
the
Bangladesh
National
team.
Mousumee
Sports
Club has members from
Hamtramck and nearby
Detroit neighborhoods.
The kids had no prior experience in an organized

league.
Once they formed as a
team they went on to one
victory after another. The
team was undefeated
throughout the season
and won the championship by defeating Oakland
International
Academy (OIA), another
local team.

Prohibition in
Hamtramck: Gangsters,
Gunfights & Getaways
Now Available! $21.99
Available at
Hamtramck Historic
Museum
Hours: Sat. 11am-4pm,
Sun. 11am-4pm

313-893-5027
9525 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
www.HamtramckHistory.org

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

Get Out on the Hamtown!

(313) 365-5240

The Hamtramck Review

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

$895

The Mousimmee Sports Club soccer team was recently honored by the Detroit
City Council for their winning season.

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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Coming events
SATURDAY, April 9, 2-4 p.m. -- Holy Cross Soup
Kitchen, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. All are welcome.
SATURDAY, April 9, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop of your recyclables for free.
WEDNESDAY, April 13, 11 a.m. – The Daughters
of Isabella Mystical Rose Circle 736 will meet at
Queen of Apostles Activity Center, entrance on
Harold, fenced-in parking.
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 7 p.m. -- The Hamtramck
Midtown Block Club will meet in St. Florian's Convent, 2626 Florian; please use the side entrance.
Join us and invite your neighbors and friends as
we discuss our project, safety concerns and upcoming events around town. Guest speakers are
regularly featured, along with light refreshments.
Thank you in advance for showing your support by
attending our meetings, usually held the third
Wednesday of the month.

Continued from page 3

parents are invited to attend this meeting.
• Tuesday, April 19 -P. O.G.S (Parents of Great
Students) 8:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m.
• Thursday, April 21 -Parent-Teacher Conferences, 12:30-3 p.m. and
5-7 p.m. Please plan to
attend our conferences.
• Friday, April 22 -Earth Day, several activities are planned for Earth
Day. Updates will be
forthcoming (Hints: Get
your bikes/shoes ready
for a Scavenger Hunt and
find old books).
All Schools
• Tuesday, April 12 -Only 10th grade (PSAT
test) and 11th grade
(SAT test) report to Hamtramck High School and
Horizon High School. No

Fataha Gency’s winning poster earned her a $300 scholarship from the Society
of Automotive Engineers-Detroit Section.

school for 9th and 12th
grade.
• Wednesday, April 13 - Only 9th grade (PSAT)
and
11th
grade
(WorkKeys test) report to
Hamtramck High School

and
Horizon
High
School. No school for
10th and 12th grade.
• Wednesday, April 13 - End of 3rd quarter.
• Thursday, April 21 –
Half day for all stu-

dents. Parent Teacher
Conferences, 12:30-3
p.m. and 5-7 p.m. Report card #3 distributed.
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration
Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill
can be heard every Thursday
at 11:00 am-11:15 am.
Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org
Click on
FMIC (Food Ministries
In Collaboration) then
donate, and follow the
instructions to
donate!

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Wayne County Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)
for Hamtramck Residents

12898 Gable • Detroit
Located approximately one mile
from Hamtramck;
Near Mound Rd. & Charles.
3-Bedrooms, Living Room, Dining
Room, Basement,
2 ½ Car Garage. Motivated Seller!

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

$29,900

Certified
Residential
Specialist

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

Multi-Family Homes
2654 Commor - $79,900 - PENDING!
2424 Botsford - $74,900 - PENDING!
Single Family Homes
2644 Pulaski - $69,900 - NEW PRICE!
Vacant Land
Sutton - Dryden - $34,900 - NEW PRICE!
6801 Holland - $134,900 - NEW PRICE!
Armada
22363 32 Mile Rd. - $189,000 - PENDING!
Dryden Twp.
3373 Thornville Rd. - $249,900 - NEW!
3867 Pleasant St. - $149,900 - NEW!
Pontiac
91 Home - $24,900 - PENDING!
88 Home - $24,900 - PENDING!

Shelby Twp.
55018 Belle Rose Dr - $214,900 - PENDING!
Romeo
297 W. St. Clair - $135,000 NEW PRICE! BACK
ON THE MARKET!
Richfield Twp.
10468 Richfield - $249,900
6146 Thomas - $104,000 - NEW!
Fraser
16160 Clarkson (condo) $54,900 - NEW PRICE!
Harper Woods
19978 Hunt Club - $94,900 - NEW PRICE!

Elba Twp.
53445 Davison - $74,900 - PENDING!
Detroit
5115 Fredro - $69,900 - PENDING!

Land Contracts
Available on Many
of my properties!
New! 5115 Fredro

!
G
N
I
PEND

Brick ranch, 3 bedroom, 2 full baths,
and full usable basement, 2 car
detached garage. Original Owner!
Must See!

$69,900

Call Today!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663 leanneconger@gmail.com
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ROOM FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR SALE

Furnished room for rent, 3934 Trowbridge, Hamutilities included, no tramck, newly remodpets, 313-366-1527. 4/15 eled, 4 br., family rm.,
living + dining rm., 2
HOUSE
bath w/new ceramic tile,
FOR RENT
kitchen and extra rm.,
Hamtramck, 5104 Eva- new roof, porch, doors,
line, 3 br., living, dining, windows, carpet, basekitchen, bath, new addi- ment glass block wintion built on huge lot, sin- dows, asking $79,000,
gle home, call Nelson, 313-721-6552. 4/29
313-310-3540. 4/8
PIANO
FOR SALE
Yamaha G1 baby grand
piano for sale, serious
inquiries only, 313-3654288. 4/8
HOUSE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

2 family home, 2089
Belmont, do not bother
tenants, call 586-7138484. 4/22

Experienced caregivers,
non-medical, private duty
in seniors’ homes, valid
driver’s license required,
FT, PT & live in, flexible
schedules, pay $9.50 $15, dependent on
client, apply online at:
helpseniors.net, 586782-6363, ext. 601. 5/6
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Now hiring
waitresses, cooks,
dishwashers and
delivery drivers, Mid
City Grill, 51 W. Forest,
Detroit, MI 48202.
Apply Within 7am-3pm

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers March 29-April 4.
Tuesday, March 29
• At a little after midnight a Detroit resident
was arrested after a traffic stop for being wanted
on three Hamtramck warrants stemming from recent robberies.
• At about 10 a.m. a
man was robbed of $250
while in the 2900 block of
Evaline. The suspect was
described as a 40-yearold man who was heavyset.
• A man was arrested
for domestic violence
while in the 11400 block
of Dequindre.
• A doctor from a medical clinic on Carpenter resomeone
is
ported
forging his name on prescriptions.
• A Prescott resident reported a house break-in.
• A Casmere juvenile reported being assaulted by
a teenage boy. The suspect was found and arrested.

www.midcitygrilldetroit.com
4/8

CALL!
GOD CALLING
313-775-6509
4/29

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to
classify, revise or reject any classified advertisement.

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Wednesday, March 30
• A business owner in
the 10000 block of Jos.
Campau found a bicycle
he believed to be stolen
and turned it over to the
police department. The
bike was returned to its

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

owner.
• At 9:30 p.m. a resident was walking eastbound on Caniff near the
Jos. Campau bus stop
when three men exited a
bus and assaulted him.
• A resident reported
being assaulted by a person he knows while in the
2400 block of Hewitt.
• At 6:30 a.m. a breakin was reported in the
2900 block of Caniff.
• At 8:30 a.m. a Jacob
resident reported his son
had not returned home
from Macomb Community
College from the day before.
• An Andrus resident reported three juveniles
damaged his car while it
was parked in front of his
residence.
• An Edwin resident
was arrested after a traffic stop for carrying a concealed weapon without
having a permit and driving without a license.
Thursday, March 31
• Officers responded to
an alarm from a business
in the 10300 block of
Jos. Campau. Officers discovered the business had
been broke into, and the
owner was notified.
• A Taylor resident reported that a cargo shipment he was expecting
was rerouted to a Ham-

tramck address without
his permission.
• A Detroit resident was
arrested for being wanted
on multiple warrants.
Friday, April 1
• A resident in the
5100 block of Belmont reported someone damaged their car.
• At almost 1 a.m. officers responded to complaints from those living in
the 5000 block of Belmont after three men
were seen breaking out
windows at three houses.
One hour later another
resident in that block reported a window had
been broken out.
• A St. Aubin resident
was assaulted by three
men.
Saturday, April 2
• Three Detroit adults,
one Detroit juvenile and
one Hamtramck juvenile
were arrested after a traffic stop for various offenses, including: carrying
a concealed weapon, possessing narcotics and an
open intoxicant, having a
fraudulent license plate
tab and an improper license plate.
• At almost 2:30 a.m. a
Detroit resident was arrested by Troy police for
being wanted on a HamContinued on page 8

Service Directory
HEATING & COOLING

Financing Available

HEATING &
COOLING

• Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

We specialize in all phases of
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,
Plumbing, Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR
ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Ask for Details

10% OFF

Service
Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Installation
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Repairs
Since 1965.
Fast Same Day Service
• Licensed & Insured
Radio Dispatched
• Residential & Commercial

Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job Installation or Repair

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters
• Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated
and Located in Hamtramck

Not to be combined with any other offer.

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

www.waterworkplumbing.com

Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
1/29/16

6/30/13

We Repair
& Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

PLUMBING

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

6/24/16

POWDER COATING

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Care of the Soul Family
Counseling with Spiritual
Solutions to Clinical Issue.
Communications/Addictions/ Anger/ Identity

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Ventline, D.Min., P.HD.

586-925-7617
All-Faiths Festival Center for
Inter-Religious Dialog and
Catholic ought
LawrenceMatthewVentline@gmail.com

Let Our Service
Directory Do the
Work For You!

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352
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Comprehensive Consultation
Cleaning
Exam & X-Ray

— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2

69 29

$

$

$75 Value!

$190 Value!

Friday, April 8, 2016
We perform all areas of
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Exceeding Your Expectations

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!

Proud
Supporter
of:

The lore of Hamtramck …
Col. John Francis Hamtramck, RIP
By Greg Kowalski
The city of Hamtramck
was named after Col.
John
Francis
Hamtramck, a French-Canadian, who distinguished
himself in the Revolutionary War. Col. Hamtramck died in 1803, an
event that drew national
attention. Here is his actual obituary, exactly as
it appeared in the April
14, 1803, edition of The
Daily Advertiser newspaper:
“On the 11th instant,
departed this life, John F.
Hamtramck,
Esq.
Colonel of the 1st regiment of United Sates Infantry, Commandant of
Detroit and its dependencies. This officer entered into the American
service at its earliest period of hazard and danger, and served during
the whole revolutionary
war with such distinguished merit, as to receive
the
personal
approbation of his illustrious chief, General
Washington.
“His country may justly
lament the loss of a
valuable faithful officer,
and his friends will long
remember his private
worth and virtues. His remains were interred the
13th instant, with every
mark of military respect
– The bier veiled with a
black pall, decorated
with a cross, and

trimmed with rich silver
lace, supported by six officers, was borne by four
sergeants, proceeded by
the inhabitants, and attendants, chanting Funeral
service,
the
garrison physicians following, arrived on the
grand parade at 9 o’clock A.M. and was received by the military,
which presented arms,
an officer carrying the
field standard, half
furled, and bound with
crape saluting: the first
artillery firing minute
guns: The troops with inverted order, with arms
reversed, took up the
line of march towards
the Roman Church, followed by the commanding officer, and other
officers of duty, dressed
with scarfs, attended by
a large concourse of the
inhabitants chiefly in
mourning.
“On arriving in front of
the church, the line
halted, opened to the
right and left, faced inwards and rested upon
their arms: the bier advancing slowly through
the church, which was
dressed in mourning,
Grand Mass was then
performed for the deceased, who was of the
Roman faith; incense
was burned at the altar;
the funeral ceremony
was chaunted, the Priest
pronounced from the pul-

pit a funeral discourse,
and hymns and solemn
music closed the service.
“The bier was then received from the Church
by the line with presented arms, standard
saluting, the drums and
fifes performing a dead
march. The line took up
its march to the place of
internment: on arriving
at the cemetery, the
music paused, and the
bier entered, the priest
and clergy chaunted the
funeral rites to the grave,
in which the body was
deposited, and the burial
service was said over it:
after which the line
marched up obliquely to
the right and left, and
facing inwards, came to
a shoulder and fired
three vollies over the
grave.
“Minute guns were discharged during the whole
ceremony.”
You can learn more
about Col. Hamtramck’s
life — and death — at
the Hamtramck Historical
Museum, 9525 Jos. Campau. Hours are 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday and by appointment.
Call (313) 893-5027.

Get Out
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Continued from page 7

tramck warrant. The resident had failed to pay income taxes to the city.
(Hamtramck has an income tax for those who
work in the city but don’t
live here as well as for
those who do live in Hamtramck.)
• At 2:30 a.m. a Detroit
resident was arrested
after a traffic stop for
child
endangerment,
drunk driving and driving
without a license. The
driver had a blood-alcohol
level three times above
the legal limit. A child in
the car was placed with
Children’s Protective Services.
• A woman was found
in the 8800 block of Jos.
Campau suffering from a
narcotics overdose.
• A Bloomfield Hills resident was arrested for attempted theft at 3901
Christopher.
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Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an ad today.

Call
(313) 874-2100

Sunday, April 3
• A person was ticketed
for being disorderly while
in the 12000 block of
Grand Haven.
• A person was arrested by the White Lake
Police Department for
being wanted on a Hamtramck felony warrant.
• A resident in the
11600 block of Klinger reported a domestic violence incident.
Monday, April 4
• A woman reported
that she accidently left

Hamtramck Public Schools
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her purse behind in a
restaurant in the 11600
block of Jos. Campau.
She said it was gone
when she went back to
get it.
• A Belmont resident reported someone stole
items from her car during
the night.

Pre-School (ECE only) and Kindergarten
registration for the 2016/2017 school year
3OHDVHEULQJWKHIROORZLQJWRVDYH\RXUFKLOG¶VVSRW
*Original birth certificate

*Up-to-date immunization record
*Parent ID

*2 Proof of residency (utility bill, mortgage, etc.)

*Proof of income (preschool only)

9118 Jos Campau
— Hamtramck —
Open Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
Sat 9am-7pm
Sun 10am-5pm

FREE
SMARTWATCH

WE MOVED
ACROSS THE
STREET!

with new activation $60 Plan

From inside Glory
Supermarket

PUBLIC NOTICE
BRIDGE ACADEMY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
9600 Buffalo St., Hamtramck, MI, 48212 is holding
a Public Hearing at the school on Wednesday, April
20, at 5:30 p.m., to present their proposed 20162017 School Budget to the public. The proposed
budget can be inspected during regular school
hours, in the school offices, as of five days prior to
the meeting. The public is invited to attend.

PUBLIC NOTICE
FRONTIER INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
13200 Conant St., Detroit, MI, 48212 is holding
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 19, at 6:00 p.m.,
to present their proposed 2016-2017 School Budget
to the public. The proposed budget can be
inspected during regular school hours, in the school
offices, as of five days prior to the meeting.
The public is invited to attend.

