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Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“I only want
what’s best for
Hamtramck.”

Quote of 
the week …

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Chicken

& Waffles

$699
Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$799

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$699
Patio
Now

OPEN!Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

There’s nothing like
summer in the city.
At Recycled Treasures

next Friday (July 21), you
can celebrate the season
in a special “Sweet Sum-
mer Night” benefit start-
ing at 7 p.m. and running
until midnight.
Proceeds will go to sup-

port the organization,
which sells discounted
used clothing and furni-
ture. Recycled Treasures
also helps out needy
families by providing free
beds and other items.
The event will feature

chocolates by Ham-
tramck’s own Bon Bon
Bon, drinks and music,
all for a $30 donation.
There will also be a

silent auction, raffles and
other fun activities.
Recycled Treasures is

located at 12101 Jos.
Campau. For more infor-
mation call (313) 826-
7158.

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

www.DentistSamiBilani.com
2460 Florian St.

Hamtramck 

Floridan Dental, Sami Bilani, DDS
Creating Your Gorgeous Smile!

• Beautiful smile reflecting 
healthy teeth

• NYU Graduate Dr. Sami Bilani 
welcomes you in many 
languages

• We accept most 
insurances

Continued on page 8

www.amarpizza.com
For Fast Pickup, Call In Your Order

We Deliver
12195 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

313-366-0980
Corner of Jos Campau & Carpenter

32046 Groesbeck Hwy. • Fraser
586-293-0300

South of 14 Mile

NEW
LOCATION!

NEW
LOCATION!

Download
Our App!

OPEN 
7 DAYS

By Charles Sercombe
Former City Manager

Katrina Powell described
her stay here for the past
two-and-a-half years as
something similar to a
soldier being deployed
into a hostile environ-
ment.
“I never planned on

staying here longer than
my two-and-a-half years,
because when on deploy-
ment, you go into a hos-
tile environment, you
correct all that you can
as quickly as you can,
you take care of the
troops who take care of
you, and you leave the lo-
cation in a much better
place than it was when
you got there,” Powell
said in her “final words”
to the state-appointed
Receivership Transition
Advisory Board at its

monthly meeting in June.
The RTAB has been

overseeing all financial
and contractual agree-
ments made by the city
since a state-appointed
emergency manager left

at the time Powell was
hired. Powell’s employ-
ment contract with the
city expired on June 30.
The city council was di-

vided over whether to ex-
tend her contract, but a

bare majority prevailed to
not keep her on. 
Although Powell, who

served in the Army for 20
years prior to working in
the field of municipal

By John Ulaj
Review Publisher
In the midst of all of our

city government's political
infighting and turmoil,
many pressing issues are
being ignored, and many
problems are thus not get-
ting addressed. 
City residents are rightly

infuriated by all this bick-
ering, and the resulting
lack of timely action. I
could expound for many
hours on this subject, but
as we say in the profes-
sion of real estate, “time
is of the essence," so I
will try to be concise.
I can say that I have per-

sonally witnessed Ham-
tramck's downtown area
grow increasingly dirty and
neglected over the years.
This area should be con-
sidered the very heart of
our city, but unfortunately
it seems like no one's in
charge of maintaining
these potentially beautiful
-- and historic -- blocks.  
Given all the current

confusion and chaos in
City Hall, one has to won-
der, can they get it to-
gether enough to govern,
to solve this issue and all
the others?
Perhaps the bigger

question is, why can’t the
city seem to move for-
ward? The answer in my

City manager has plenty to
say in her farewell to the city 

Continued on page 2

Keeping things 
in perspective

By Walter Wasacz
I keep pictures of my

mom and dad side by side
in my bedroom, on a chest
of drawers opposite a wall
filled with posters, books
and music. 
It's one of the most in-

tellectually rich and emo-

tionally active spaces in
my house. The pictures
were taken in the 1940s,
at Smart Set studio on
Jos. Campau. They look
young, beautiful and con-
fident in the portraits,
ready to take on the
world. My parents were

go-getters, doers and
community organizers be-
fore descriptive words like
those were commonly
used. 
They played important

roles in Hamtramck life for
decades. I like to believe
that the energy they
brought to their time has
been passed down to me
in mine.  
I've written quite a bit

about my mother, who
passed away five years
ago this summer, and I
will do so many times
again. But recently my
thoughts have turned to
my dad, who died in 1974

at age 62, the same age I
turn later this month. I
was 19 and just getting to
know him, man to man.
Over 40 years later I am
still doing that, and I ex-
pect to be doing it for
years to come. 
I thought of my dad --

also named Walter
Wasacz, often called WW
for short -- when I walked
to the far eastern edge of
the city, into the streets
and alleys of Ducktown, a
historically African Ameri-
can neighborhood that
roughly stretches from Co-
nant to Alpena, with Ye-

WW and JFK 

Continued on page 2

to the August 8th
Primary Election

REMEMBER
TO VOTE!

Former City Manager Katrina Powell meets with residents during one of her last
city council meetings. A bare majority of city councilmembers decided to not
renew her employment contract with the city, which expired June 30.



management, told the
RTAB she had no inten-
tion of staying beyond
her contract, when a
councilmember’s resolu-
tion came up on a coun-
cil agenda to extend her
contract, she did not dis-
courage it.
Powell’s comments

went on for 30 minutes
and she spent it lashing
out at her critics and list-
ing her accomplish-
ments.
Powell came from

Florida to take this job,
and told the RTAB that
she immediately felt hos-
tility when she came
here to be interviewed by
the city council.
That hostility, she said,

increased when she
began investigating for-
mer Police Chief Max
Garbarino soon after be-
coming city manager. 
The nature of the inves-

tigation was never ex-
plained, and a few days

after it began Garbarino
voluntarily resigned. At
the time Powell refused
to comment on the inves-
tigation.
At the RTAB meeting

she reversed that posi-
tion and talked exten-
sively about it. 
A link to the transcript

of the meeting can be
found on the city’s web
page.
Garbarino was never

accused of wrongdoing,
but Powell’s comments
to the RTAB suggest oth-
erwise.
Garbarino and the city

signed a separation
agreement. It was not im-
mediately clear if Pow-
ell’s comments violated
the terms – or the spirit
– of that agreement.
Garbarino declined to

comment.
Some of her accom-

plishments included get-
ting long-neglected and
overdue repairs done to

Conant, a Wayne County-
owned road. That was an
achievement past city
managers and city coun-
cils tried but failed to
achieve.
Under Powell’s leader-

ship, the city also started
up a yearly street and
alley repair program, im-
proved city parks, re-
ceived federal funding to
install a new sewer sys-
tem in the southend to
alleviate ongoing base-
ment flooding during
heavy storms and sur-
passing the emergency
manager’s projected $2
million budget surplus to
about $5 million.
Powell had nothing but

praise for the community
at large. 

“I have eaten in more
homes here of people I
don't know than my en-
tire years of life,” Powell
said. “The people of this
town are welcoming,
hardworking, and hum-
ble, and I am blessed to
have met them.”
She had the warmest

remarks for staffmem-
bers, especially her for-
mer assistant, Danesha
Reeder.
“She had an impecca-

ble taste in fashion and
an incredible calming de-
meanor with the resi-
dents and me, partnered
with an unbelievable
work ethic to boot. She
is my ride or die chick al-
ways,” Powell said.
She went to accuse –
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Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
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50% OFF Red Tags! 

plus 
ALL WHITE TAGS: 
80% OFF Over $10) 
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$1 and under is BOGO 
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City manager has plenty to say in her farewell to the city 
Continued from front page

but not naming -- those
seeking elected office
and holding elected posi-
tions of “bullying” com-
munity members and
committing election
fraud and drug dealing.
“The election fraud and

drug dealing are real in
this town,” she said.
In closing she said:
“You see, I'm not an

operative of the former
EM, or the Governor, who

I’ve never met, by the
way, like some officials,
city officials, former city
attorneys, obstruction-
ists, or newspapers want
you to think I am. I'm
just a girl who likes a
challenge and to make
the world a better place,
one mission at a time. I
can undeniably say, I've
completed the mission.
KP out.”

WW and JFK Cont. from front page

mans St. as its center-
piece. 
I had a number of

friends who lived in Duck-
town. I also thought of
some of them -- Michael,
Charles, Jonathan, Wayne,
Craig, Dennis, Myron -- as
I walked, but my focus
was the building that cur-
rently houses the Bridge
Academy. That was where
my father worked as su-
perintendent of public
works when City of Ham-
tramck offices were
moved there in the
1960s. It was where he
landed after years of work-
ing on political campaigns
locally and across the
state. 
After my father came

back from military service
in WWII, he began working
for politicians attempting
to court the Polish-Ameri-
can vote. In Hamtramck,
that was up to 85 percent
of the voting population
from the time the city
charter was established in
1922 through the early
1960s. That percentage
got the attention of candi-
dates at the state and
federal levels.
There is one story about

my father that was often
told in the bars and social
halls of the city, and it was
told long after his pass-
ing. Many of those who re-
told the story are gone
too. I fear it will disappear
unless I keep the memory

alive in living archives like
this column.
The story goes like this:

In June 1957, Democrat
John F. Kennedy, then jun-
ior U.S. Senator from
Massachusetts, traveled
to Detroit for an American
Relief for Poland dinner.
He was beginning to build
his candidacy for a run at
the presidency in 1960
with a series of targeted
visits that would help
build momentum with im-
portant groups of voters.
A big part of JFK's cam-

paign strategy was to ap-
peal to Eastern European
ethnic communities in
cities across the Midwest.
An overwhelming percent-
age of Polish-Americans
were Democrats in cities
like Chicago, Milwaukee,
Cleveland, Buffalo and De-
troit. Energizing a voting
bloc that large could
mean the difference be-
tween winning and losing
the election.
My father was then the

This week at the library...
Website Development

Camp -- July 31 – August
3, 2:30-4:30 p.m. Ham-
tramck Public Library.
Registration: H a m -
tramck Public Library
Front Desk. Contact: An-
drew He (248) 345-
6863. Tuition: Free.
Have you ever browsed

websites and wondered
how they’re built?  Have
you ever dreamed of
building a website for
your project, business, or
even for introducing your-
self, your own ideas, and
accomplishments?   
This camp is to help

you learn the basic con-
cepts and skills to build
a website.  You will be in-
troduced to the basics of
the programming lan-
guages HTML, CSS, and
you will learn how to
build a website using the
online website builder,
WordPress.  The best of
all, you will have a web-
site of your own by the
end of the class.  The
class will elect and re-

ward prizes for the best
websites built during the
class.
• HTML, CSS, Word-

Press
• Make your own web-

site
Maximum Enrollment:

12 Students (10 – 13
years of age, or 4th – 6th
Graders).

Business For Youth --
Personal Finance and En-
trepreneurship, Aug. 7,
14, 21, 28). Class Time: 
2-3 p.m. Hamtramck
Public Library. Registra-
tion: Hamtramck Public
Library Front Desk. Con-
tact: Andrew He (248)
345-6863. Tuition: Free.
This program is de-

signed to help young stu-
dents take charge of
their own financial life. 
The Personal Finance

and Entrepreneurship
class is intended to
teach students the prin-
ciples of saving and in-
vesting in stocks and
bonds.  The class will

discuss credit and invest-
ment, the difference be-
tween the NYSE and the
NADAQ Stock Markets,
and how to deal with in-
terest rates in an easy to
understand way.  
Students will make

their own mock stock
portfolios, and monitor
them throughout the
class.  Then, take their
newly gained investing
knowledge and research
how to start a business
of their own.  
Maximum Enrollment:

12 Students each class
(10 – 13 years old, or 4th
– 6th Graders)

Michigan Activity
Pass -- The pass will en-
able Library card holders
to obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating
cultural institutions.  Ask
at the circulation desk
for more details.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 733-6822,
or visit its website at  http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can 

also access the online catalog.

Continued on page 8

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

Thursday, July 27th 5-9pm
$7 Includes Burger, Fries, 

Pasta Salad & Dessert

Proceeds to Benefit WOTM Charities
Raffles • All welcome!

9421 Conant • 313-871-9115
Get Out on the Hamtown!
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

August 12 - Soup
Kitchen, 2-4 pm

School Supply Drive 
Supporting HPS

Second Front Page

HENRY FORD 
MEDICAL CENTER

Hamtramck

Discover all the convenient ways you can connect with Henry Ford, 
whether you Call, Click or Come In to see us. We offer early and late 
appointments. The ability to message your doctor online. Same-day care.

HEAL THCARE THA T 
FI T S YOUR SCHEDULE

For a same-day primary care appointment,  
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com/sameday

9100 Brombach

Offering the following services:
• Family Medicine
• Laboratory and Pathology
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Autism Services
• Staff who speak Arabic and Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment  

  Assistance

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

The word is out: Fitzgerald Public Schools provides a top-notch 
education in a nurturing environment that prepares students 

for college and the world of work. We welcome families who live 
outside our district to enroll in our schools through Schools of 
Choice for the 2017-2018 school year! 

Families eligible for enrollment:
 Oakland and Wayne County families with children entering kindergarten,   
�rst grade or second grade.

Fitzgerald Public Schools is proud to o�er a top-notch curriculum that:
 Actively engages children in hands-on learning experiences.
 Helps each child’s academic, social and emotional development.
 Teaches children responsibility, self-reliance and decision-making skills.
 Encourages positive relationship development and stimulates their creativity.
 Helps children be successful learners in reading, writing, mathematics, science 
and social studies.

 O�ers specialized classes in physical education, music, art and technology.

E N R O L L  N O W  U N T I L  S E P T .  8 !

FITZGERALD 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS! 

Start your child’s 
education at 

For more information:
Call (586) 758-0980 or visit �tz.k12.mi.us/register 

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck is now on

its fourth temporary city
manager within the last
30 days.
At Tuesday’s regular city

council meeting, a bare
majority of councilmem-
bers rejected the appoint-
ment of Police Chief Anne
Moise as acting city man-
ager.
She was appointed by

former City Manager Kat-
rina Powell two days be-
fore Powell’s employment
contract expired on June
30.
That appointment was

within Powell’s authority
under the city charter.
But the city charter also

allows the city council to
reject that appointment,
which is what happened
Tuesday. After firing
Moise, Councilmembers
Anam Miah, Saad Almas-
mari, Abu Musa and Mo-
hammed Hassan then
agreed to appoint Kathy
Angerer, the Director of
Community and Govern-
mental Affairs, to take
over as acting city man-
ager.
Councilmembers An-

drea Karpinski and Ian
Perrotta had previously
voted in favor of Moise’s

appointment and voted
against Angerer’s appoint-
ment.
Perrotta said Angerer is

“not the appropriate per-
son for this position.” He
explained that since
Moise is one of the few
department heads in the
city to supervise 10 or
more employees, that
makes her more suitable
for the job.
Karpinski also said

Moise’s supervision of
multiple employees
makes her more qualified.
She also added that there
was no resume submitted
for Angerer.
Councilmember Miah

proposed the resolution
to hire Angerer. He ap-
peared to read from a pre-

pared text and stumbled
several times on reading
it aloud, and even struck
out some portions after
reading it.
Perrotta complained

that the proposal to hire
Angerer was “sprung up
on surprise” to the coun-
cil without prior notice.
Angerer’s appointment

isn’t a done deal until the
state-appointed Receiver-
ship Transition Advisory
Board weighs in. That
board has final approval
of all financial and con-
tractual decisions.
The RTAB’s next regular

meeting is July 25. At the
time The Review went to
press on Thursday it was
not known if the board will
hold a special meeting to
consider the appoint-
ment.
In the meantime, An-

gerer told The Review she
is working with Moise. An-
gerer added that she
planned to talk with the
state Treasury Depart-
ment on Thursday after-
noon to find out if the
state will support her ap-
pointment.
Angerer said she was

not told beforehand that
she was going to be ap-
pointed as acting city

manager. She said she is
willing to take on the role.
“I only want what’s best

for Hamtramck,” Angerer
told The Review.
Angerer has served in a

number of roles for the
past several years in the
city, including economic
development, code en-
forcement and now plan-
ning special events and
promotions.
She has been most well

known for planning vari-
ous improvements to city
parks, including a com-
plete overhaul of Pope
Park.
Her role with the city

was reduced in recent
years under Powell, who
took economic develop-
ment and overseeing
code enforcement away
from her and hired others
to take on those duties.
Angerer was here be-

fore the state stepped in
and appointed an emer-
gency manager. Prior to
coming to Hamtramck
she was a state represen-
tative and had experience
in education and other
government roles.
How long she will serve

as acting city manager is
unknown. The same coun-

A new week and another new
temporary city manager

Continued on page 4

Enrollment
Hamtramck residents

may enroll their children
in Hamtramck Public
Schools at the HPS Busi-
ness Office, 3201 Roo-
sevelt. Summer
enrollment hours are
7:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
School of Choice appli-

cations will be accepted
during the following
dates:
Kindergarten: Unlim-

ited, through September
8, 2017
Grades 1-2: 10 seats

for each 1st & 2nd grade,
enrollment ended
Grades 7-8: 10 seats

for each 7th & 8th grade,
enrollment ended
Grade 9, HHS: Unlim-

ited, through August 4,
2017
Grades 10-11, HHS: 10

seats for each 10th &
11th grade, enrollment
ended
Grades 9-12, Horizon:

Through August 4, 2017
Late SOC applications

cannot be accepted.
School of Choice Appli-
cants may be denied
based on the student’s at-
tendance and/or disci-
pline record.

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman

Kathy Angerer



By Charles Sercombe
Welcome to week two of

The Review’s candidate
survey.
On Aug. 8 Hamtramck

voters will be going to the
polls to vote for candi-
dates for mayor and city
council.
This is the primary elec-

tion, and the candidates
who survive that first
round will square off in
the November General
Election.
The Review mailed each

candidate a survey of
questions about some of
the issues facing the city.
In the coming weeks

The Review will present
their responses, in their
own words. The Review
asked for candidates to
respond by June 30, but
only several of the candi-
dates have returned the
survey.
This week, we present

Andrea Karpinski, who is
running for re-election to
city council, and council

candidate Nayeem Choud-
hury:

NAME: Andrea Ellen
Karpinski

Education: Attended St.
Ladislaus and Our Lady
Queen of Apostles Grade
Schools, and graduated
high school from Saint
Florian in 2002. (The last
graduating class from
there.) I completed a few
credits from Wayne State
in General Education. 

Employment: I worked
for the City of Hamtramck
beginning in 2003 until
2010. I began my career
working part-time for the
Building Department and
the 31st District Court,
and was then hired full
time as a clerk in the De-
partment of Public Serv-
ices in 2004. 
I also worked as a Code

Enforcement Officer and
finished off working in the
Records Bureau of the Po-
lice Department. In 2010,
I left municipal work to
take a position with the
State of Michigan. I
worked for the Depart-
ment of Corrections, De-
partment of Human
Services and the Michi-
gan State Housing Devel-
opment Authority. Within
those positions I did not
feel like I was a part of
helping anyone as directly
as I was while working for
the City of Hamtramck. 

Experience in govern-
ment/municipal affairs:
In 2013, I decided to run
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cil majority that appointed
her has refused to hire a
company to begin a
search for a permanent
city manager.
Powell left under con-

tentious circumstances
after serving here for two-
and-a-half years. 
As Powell was leaving

the same council majority
first appointed former act-
ing city manager Kyle
Tertzag, who was rejected
by the RTAB.
Next up, the same ma-

jority appointed former
Treasury John Gabor as
interim, but that appoint-

ment was apparently
abandoned after it was
learned that he lacked
enough experience as a
city manager in a city with
at least 10,000 in popu-
lation.
Instead of sticking with

Gabor, the four coun-
cilmembers appointed An-
gerer as acting city
manager. The qualifica-
tions for acting city man-
ager are far less than for
an interim or permanent
city manager.
An acting city manager

simply has to be an active
department head.

A new week and 
another new temporary
city manager named
Continued from page 3

By Charles Sercombe
Two Thursdays ago was

the first of three free
Music in the Park offer-
ings at Zussman Park.
While the weather

threatened to turn ugly at
any minute the Tar-
tarsauce Traditional Jazz
Band played on – just like
any band does on a sink-
ing ship. 
Kidding, the musicians’

union no longer allows
that to happen.
And in case any of you

WSU alums were wonder-
ing if the band name had
anything to do with Wayne
State University (Home of
the Tartars), yes, indeed,
it does (and no it’s not re-
ally food -- or dental -- re-
lated).
Nowadays, however, the

nickname for Wayne’s
sports teams is the War-

riors (excuse us, but how
boring!) – changed in
1999 because a poll of
uninformed undergrads
didn’t know what a “tar-
tar” was.
Hmmmm, guess you’d

have to go to college to
find out. 
As the evening pro-

ceeded residents came in
twos and threes. It wasn’t
a large crowd, most likely
because of the weather,
but it was an appreciative
one.
By all accounts the se-

ries this summer will be
welcomed for many, and
Zussman Park once again
is proving to be a popular
gathering spot.
The remaining concerts

will be held July 27 and
Aug. 24, both starting at
6:30 p.m.

First of three ‘Music
in the Park’ concerts
a summer pleasure

Election 2017: Candidates talk
about issues facing the city

Continued on page 5

Above and below: Scenes from the city’s first “Music
in the Park” program that kicked off in June. There
are two more concerts scheduled, with the next one
on July 27, 6:30 p.m. at Zussman Park. The event is
free and family-oriented.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895
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In Our Opinion

This country has many
problems, but one of the
most embarrassing ones
is the number of kids who
are out of shape and
obese.
Over the last few

decades there has been a
steady decline in the
number of hours kids de-
vote to playing and being
physically active.
We can all name the

culprits to explain this
phenomenon: television,
electronic games, cell-
phones, and on and on.
Adding to that is the num-
ber of single parent
homes where the lone
parent just doesn’t have
enough time to make
sure their kids are being
active.
And also no one feels

safe seeing their kids go
out and play without adult

supervision. It’s hard to
be a kid and a parent
these days.
But recently, we were

witness to something re-
ally encouraging to turn
this national dilemma
around.
Two weeks ago the pub-

lic school district hosted
the rollout of a privately-
funded program that aims
to get kids more physi-
cally active. The Ralph C.
Wilson, Jr. Foundation has
been funding various pro-
grams across the country
to help promote this goal.
A recent study has con-

firmed folks’ worst fears
about just how bad it is
for many kids. Only 27
percent of youths spend
at least one hour a day in
physical activity – which
includes play and sports.
In Detroit the situation

is worse, with only 10 per-
cent of kids reporting to
be active for at least one
hour a day.
Hamtramck served as a

perfect backdrop for this
needed program. As folks
from various foundations
and agencies spoke, kids
in the Hamtramck soccer
club, The Warriors,
showed off their skills.
Hamtramck’s school

district has many re-
sources for kids to find
activities to their liking.
This is yet another reason
why our school district is
one of the best in the
area.
We sense that down the

road, there will be a part-
nership with the school
district to further expand
the programs offered
here.

School district is on the 
ball to get kids more active

Review: Opinion Page

Other Voices: Guest Editorial

By Eric R. Sabree
Wayne County Treasurer
Since my election as

Wayne County Treasurer
nearly one year ago we
have taken aggressive
steps to prevent foreclo-
sures in Wayne County. 
Contrary to some recent

media reports reflecting
special interests, there's
simply no incentive to
foreclose on homeowners
anywhere in Wayne
County. The assertion we
are counting on foreclo-
sures to balance the
county budget is absurd. 
We are doing everything

we can to reduce foreclo-
sures, help people get
into payment plans and
obtain the financial aid
and advice they need to
be productive homeown-
ers in our greater commu-
nity.
Without question, the

foreclosure issue is a
major one in Wayne
County and may well be
unprecedented anywhere
in the nation. Wayne
County and its largest city,
Detroit, was impacted by
the Great Recession and
subsequent largest mu-
nicipal bankruptcy in U.S.
History -- all following
decades of decline in pop-
ulation due to evaporating
jobs in the automotive
and related industries
and globalization. 
No other region has

been affected by similar
economic shock waves. I

cite these issues to pro-
vide context to the chal-
lenging dilemma of the
continuing foreclosure
problem.
From my perspective,

we have a firm grasp on
the challenge and can
demonstrate great
progress in foreclosure re-
ductions. We are opti-
mistic that the worst is
behind us. Let’s look at
just the past few years:
• In 2015, some

28,000 properties were
auctioned due to foreclo-
sures.
• In 2016, we were able

to reduce the number of
foreclosures to 13,900.
We are working to re-

duce the number of prop-
erties in the auction in
the fall of 2017.  The of-
fice of the Wayne County
Treasurer has less than
10,000 properties sched-
uled to be auctioned. 
• Conducted an un-

precedented outreach
campaign using paid and
earned media to educate
people on options to pre-
vent foreclosures. 
• Supported and at-

tained new legislation for
the Interest Rate Reduc-
tion program allowing
homeowners to reduce
their interest rates on
delinquent taxes from
18% to 6%.
• Enrolled thousands of

homeowners in monthly
payment plans.
• Joined a kiosk net-

work to allow people to
make payments in their
neighborhoods in a safe,
convenient manner with
no “convenience fees.”
(This has increased col-
lections, reduced over-
head and stabilized
payment programs).
• Engaged homeowners

in Taxpayer Saturdays and
Talk with the Treasurer
sessions throughout
Wayne County to educate
residents on all of the op-
tions and resources avail-
able to help them stay in
their homes.
• Cooperated with the

State of Michigan and
Federal Government in
the Step Forward program
to bring additional re-
sources to help.
• Commissioned a door

knocking campaign for
over 6,200 properties in
Detroit. Securing and
boarding up unoccupied
structures that are open
to trespass and pose a
safety hazard.
One of the root causes

of property tax foreclo-
sure is poverty, which is
compounded by a lack of
education, job training
and employment opportu-
nities. 
Our office will continue

to fulfill our statutory du-
ties and collect taxes and
enforce the law while
doing everything possible
to help people stay in
their homes. 

for City Council, because I
felt I had a different per-
spective that I could offer,
because I was a full time
resident, who had worked
for the City in the past. I
felt I could work to help
both the residents and
the city employees to
have a good future with
the City of Hamtramck. 
I won the election in No-

vember of 2013, and took
office in January of 2014,
at which time, I was se-
lected to be Mayor Pro-
Tem by a vote of my peers
on City Council, I served
as Mayor Pro-Tem until
January of 2016. I am
currently finishing my first
term on City Council. I
yearned for another way
to give back to my com-
munity, and couldn't find
another job that sent me
home with satisfaction of
helping others and help-
ing a community that I
loved. 
From 2013, until De-

cember of 2016, I worked
a few part time jobs, one
with the City of Dearborn
as a Code Enforcement
Officer. I never felt con-
nected to that community
as it just wasn't "Ham-
tramck,” and yearned for
that connection that I had
while working for the City
of Hamtramck. 
I finally was able to find

a position that gives me
satisfaction, helps me
give back and be more of
a part of Hamtramck's fu-
ture, by being hired with
the Hamtramck Public
Schools, as a secretary at
Hamtramck High School
in December of 2016. I
enjoy working with the
youth of the community
and it gives me a new as-
pect into the many nation-
alities and cultures that
make up Hamtramck.
I continue to believe I

have an aspect different
from other candidates in
that I worked for the City
of Hamtramck, live in the
City, and currently work for
another entity within the
City, I truly have the City
employees, residents,
students, business own-
ers, and visitors best in-
terests at heart. 
My experience is in-

cluded above, in addition
I have achieved the Level
One Education Award and
very close to finishing my
Level Two Award, through
the Michigan Municipal

League by taking many
classes over the last 4
years while on City Coun-
cil.

As a challenger or in-
cumbent, explain why
you are running for office:
I am running for re-elec-

tion, because I truly bleed
Hamtramck. I want the
best for the community
and its residents, busi-
ness owners, workforce
and visitors. I want to con-
tinue seeing forward
progress in areas of infra-
structure and develop-
ment. 

What are the city’s top
three challenges, as you
see it?
I see the top challenge

as people being involved
in politics who have ulte-
rior motives or are looking
for personal gain. To me,
I truly want the best for
the community, I don’t
have any personal inter-
est other than to see the
City flourish. 
I believe we have been

set on the right path by
our hard working City
Manager, Katrina Powell.
If we continue on the path
that she and her staff
have set forth, we can do
nothing but stay positive.
However, greed, and self-
ishness will put us back
in the negative.
If we can elect positive

people and appoint well
educated, positive people
to head our departments,
I see Hamtramck continu-
ing to be the amazing City
that it has grown to be. 

How would you
solve/meet these chal-
lenges?
If elected I will continue

to have an open mind,
and continue to be a
voice for the community
as a whole. Whether that
is going with the majority
or against. I will do my re-
search when things are
put up to us to vote on. 

The city is transitioning
back to full local control.
What will you do to facil-
itate this transition if
elected?
I will work with the City

Manager and Department
heads to keep the City
moving forward, I would
love to see the City gain
full control back, but I will
not go along with things

just to make it happen. At
this point I don’t believe
the City Council as a
whole deserves to have
full control back, many
members are making de-
cisions that will negatively
impact the City in the long
run, and are doing so for
what I believe is personal
gain. Unless those things
begin to change, I will
fight for the State to still
have limited control. I
would rather this happen,
than to put our City into
the Black Hole that is Re-
ceivership. 

What will you do to pre-
vent the city from falling
into another financial cri-
sis?
I believe my above re-

sponse answers this
question. 

Talk about the city’s
budget. Do you think
there should be some
changes to where money
is spent or changes to
any department or serv-
ice?
I believe the budget is

pretty good as it has been
set by City Manager Pow-
ell and our department
heads. I voiced my opin-
ions in our Budget Work-
shop, in regards, to hiring
more personnel in the
Treasurer’s office and
other areas of the City
and the budget reflects
those changes. I under-
stand not every budget is
perfect, but I believe the
budget, as set, is a good
one. 

The city has had a
problem in getting along
with its city managers.
What has been going
wrong in this relation-
ship, and how can the
city avoid the constant
change in management?
I think Hamtramck’s

issue with “getting along”
with City Managers has to
do with majority of the
past city managers being
“yes men”, they went
along with and abided by
certain members of Coun-
cil and/or contractors
rather than getting the job
done. 
I have only worked with

Ms. Powell, while being on
City Council. While I didn’t
agree with every decision
she made, I felt I could
talk with her; If I had a

Election 2017: Candidates talk
about issues facing the city Cont. from page 4

Wayne County Treasurer working
to reduce foreclosures

Continued on page 6



concern, I felt she was
there for me to voice it to,
sometimes, light was
brought on the situation
for her and sometimes for
me. I don’t have the edu-
cation to run a city, and
that’s why I trust the City
Manager to run the day to
day operations; as de-
tailed in our City Charter.
I believe the City Council
needs to know what its
role is, as City Coun-
cilmembers, and stop try-
ing to interfere in the City
Manager’s job.
Yes, we may technically

be their “boss” but none
of us have the education
or background to manage
a City, so we need to find
a candidate that has that
background and help
them follow through on
what their position is,
rather than meddle with
the day to day job.  

Talk about economic
development. How can
the city spur economic
growth?
I think qualified people

have been hired that will
continue to move the City
forward. We have new
businesses coming into
town with owners that
want to live here as well. I
think we need to continue
moving forward and keep
selling the City for what it
is; A walkable community,
a city that gives of that
“community” feeling, a
place that people want to
live and work. We need to
keep moving forward mak-
ing changes to our Zoning
Ordinances that adapt for
the changing times, and
the ever changing commu-
nity needs. 

How can the city en-
courage commercial
property owners to fill
their retail spaces?
I don’t know what the

answer is to the issue
with commercial property
owners filling their retail
spaces. It’s tough, we
have to somehow work
with them to lower their
leasing prices, to entice
more “Mom and Pop”
type businesses, because
that is what this City was
built on and continues to
be. 
I don’t have any immedi-

ate answers, as that’s not
my background, but I am
willing to work with any-
one if they have ideas, or
comments on how they
think we can change the
current relationship. 

NAME: Nayeem Choud-
hury

Education: Phoenix Uni-
versity; Currently enrolled
and working on bachelor’s
degree

Employment: Managing
director at Walee Enter-
prise Incorporated

Experience in govern-
ment/municipal affairs:
Veteran at government af-
fairs through assistance
and service for residents
as a translator, advisor
and document prepara-

tions for legal matters

As a challenger or in-
cumbent, explain why
you are running for office:
I plan to help my com-

munity by advocating for
their causes such as low-
ering utility costs, improv-
ing social service
assistance, create a safer
environment for every
family and localize the
city's funding to ensure
economic stability, cul-
tural unification, and gov-
ernmental cooperation
with its residents. 

What are the city's top
three challenges, as you
see it? 
Budget management,

youth involvement and
economic development
are three of the major
challenges the city of
Hamtramck must over-
come to develop. 

How would you
solve/meet these chal-
lenges?
Communication of city

officials with concerns
from residents, a suc-
cessful budget structure
supports our neighbor-

hoods and our young peo-
ple. We’ll be able to de-
molish dangerous
buildings and invest more
in summer youth employ-
ment.

The city is transitioning
back to full local control.
What will you do to facil-
itate this transition if
elected?
If elected, I will strive to

work with the mayor and
fellow councilman in con-
tinuing the transition to
full local control. It will be
necessary to work with
different departments in
finding beneficial solu-
tions that are for the city
and most importantly its
residents.

What will you do to pre-
vent the city from falling
into another financial cri-
sis? 
The simplest solution in

preventing a financial cri-
sis is constant overlook
on city budget and ex-
pense to avoid a collapse
in the city financial man-
agement. Needless to
say, solely relying on city
managers will not be
enough to secure finan-

cial stability. We will have
to work with professional
economic strategists to
discuss solutions in guar-
antee a financial crisis is
avoided without great ex-
pense to residents.

Talk about the city's
budget. Do you think
there should be some
changes to where money
is spent or changes to
any department or serv-
ice?
The city’s budget is an

underlying concern for the
residents and city offi-
cials. Although there are
some departments that
require more money than
others, I strongly believe
that with the support of
the mayor and the unity of
its councilman’s, there
will be a solution with the
city managers on under-
standing which depart-
ments require more
expenses and how to at-
tain them while keeping
all other departments
with its required amount
needed to service the res-
idents of Hamtramck.

The city has had a prob-
lem in getting along with

its city managers. What
has been going wrong in
this relationship, and
how can the city avoid
the constant change in
management? 
Organization and com-

munication are key funda-
mentals in any
relationship. When there
is no mutual understand-
ing between city man-
agers and residents, no
progress can be
achieved. It is necessary
for city managers and res-
idents to discuss on a
regular basis to avoid any
misrepresentation in find-
ing solutions to benefit
the city and residents.

Talk about economic
development. How can
the city spur economic
growth? How can the
city encourage commer-
cial property owners to
fill their retail spaces? 
Economic development

can be done through lo-
calizing funds, stimulate
business owners mar-
ketability, and encourage
residents to shop locally
resulting in a growth for
city funding that will be
spent towards them.
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31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

leanneconger@gmail.com

Hamtramck
3027 Trowbridge St. - $109,900  
2429 Faber - $72,500 - PENDING!
2332 Whalen - $89,900 - PENDING!
Vacant Land
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres - 
$199,900 -  PRICE REDUCED!

Elandell Lane, Attica Twp., 2.5 acres - $39,900
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay Cty, 2.53 acres - $34,900 -
PRICE REDUCED!
Warren
11757 Hovey St. - $99,900 - PENDING!
Lynn Twp.
8862 Cade Rd. - $240,000 - JUST REDUCED!
Almont Village
480 Allison Dr - $247,900 - SOLD!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Sterling Heights
34680 Esper Dr - $184,900 - SOLD!
Wales Twp.
8588 Morris Rd - $62,900 - NEW!
Hadley Twp.
3117 W. Brocker - $241,000 - SOLD!
Metamora
4067 River St. - $147,900 - SOLD!
Royal Oak
1416 Gardenia Ave - $170,000 - NEW!
Imlay City
545 Bancroft St. - $85,900 - NEW!
Rochester Hills
380 W. Tienken Rd. - LEASE $1,350/mo. - NEW!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many

Properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

1416 Gardenia Ave.
Royal Oak

$170,000

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com 
for more information

MATHIS
Carol Di-

anne Mathis,
75, died July
11, 2017.
Carol was

born on Janu-
ary 22, 1942, in Ham-
tramck, to Sophie and
Stanley Matuszczak. She
was the youngest of two
children. She attended
St. Florian School in Ham-
tramck and graduated
from Hazel Park High
School. She worked as a
waitress at Jack & Jill’s
restaurant on McNichols.
Carol was the loving

and caring mother of
Donna, Joseph (Kristie),
Jennifer and Susan;
grandmother of Melissa,
Joseph (Crystal), Dar-
rious, Shawntell, Alyssa,
Derrick and Johnia; great-
grandmother of Robert,
Malik and D’Angelo.
Carol was predeceased

into God’s care by par-
ents, Sophie and Stanley;
brother, Stanley Jr.; grand-
children, Timothy and
Keenan Jr. She spent
many years waitressing.
She loved the casino,
scratch off tickets, the
dollar store, her cat and
dogs. She loved to be sur-
rounded by family and
friends. Her kindness and
gentleness will be greatly
missed. Carol leaves
many cherished friends
and relatives, “To know

her was to love her.” 
Visitation is Friday July

14, at Krot Funeral Home
in Hamtramck, from 4 to
8 p.m. with Scripture
Service at 7 p.m. Serv-
ices conclude at the fu-
neral home. 

SROKA
Sophia D.

Sroka, 98,
died July 10,
2017.
Mrs. Sroka

was a retired
retail assistant. She was
employed at Federal’s De-
partment Store and Crow-
ley-Milner. Mrs. Sroka was
a member of Queen of
Apostles Seniors, Rain-
bow Seniors, Transfigura-
tion Seniors, and
Daughters of Isabella
Mystical Rose Circle.  
Mrs. Sroka was prede-

ceased by her husband,
Adolph. She is survived
by numerous nieces and
nephews; great grand-
nieces and nephews;
many good friends and
neighbors.
Visitation is only at

Queen of Apostles
Church, in Hamtramck,
Saturday, July 15, where
Mrs. Sroka will lie in state
at 10 a.m., until the Mass
of Christian Burial at 11
a.m. Arrangements were
entrusted to Krot Funeral
Home in Hamtramck.

Election 2017: Candidates talk about issues facing the city Cont. from page 5
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Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1
3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

Senior couple is seeking
a 2 br., lower flat to rent
in Hamtramck, will pro-
vide references, call 313-
231-5037 or
313-632-9944. 7/14

1,900 sq ft., 30231 E.
Jefferson Ave., facing
lake, red brick (former
dental) single level, 5 BR,
3 baths, great room w
counter, FP. $1,550/mo
313-354-2495.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story,
5 BR, upper and lower
each have kitchen, bath,
dining and living rm, Palo
and Diane, 248-659-
2325.

Multiple homes for sale
Holbrook, Holmes and
Lumpkin St. Call or text
248-579-3872 for more
information. 7/21

For Sale, 30231 E. Jeffer-
son, Brick, 5 br, 1, 2 half
baths, great room, FP, recep-
tion counter, foster care,
medical, senior assisted,
1900 sq ft, 2 lots.
Johnksells@gmail.com,
$151,700. 586-771-1211.

12900 Bloom, can be
used as a 2-family or sin-
gle family home, call to
see, 313-310-3540. 7/14

11628 St. Aubin,
$49,900. Cute 2 br.
w/basement. Features up-
dated plumbing, electrical,
paint + carpet. Formal din-
ing rm. + huge, covered
front porch, fresh paint,
call Debbie Bridges, 586-
530-1694. 7/14

2954 Goodson, 4 br., liv-
ing, dining rm., kitchen,
full basement, 2 car
garage, turn-key house,
$125,000, 248-879-
2521, ask for Pete.

All positions chef, cook,
dishwasher, driver, Maine
Street Restaurant ask for
Mario 313-368-0500. 

Come in for rejuvenation
treatment and other skin
issues, treatment pro-
vided by medical skin-
care specialist. Call
Elizabeth, speaks Polish
and English, 313-784-
9597. 7/28

Live in caregiver, will care
for the very elderly, very
good experience, speaks
Polish and some English,
ask for Teresa, 313-369-
1816. 7/28

PAINTING

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts
Free Estimates

Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Advertisers should check their ad following
first publication. The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an ad, for a ty-
pographic error or errors in publication ex-
cept to the extent of the cost of the ad for the
first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of the
ad wherein the error occurred. We reserve
the right to classify, revise or reject any
classified advertisement.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 

Radio Dispatched

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

THURSDAY, July 27, 6:30 p.m. – Music in the
Park returns to Zussman Park, located across
from Hamtramck City Hall. The vocal group
Street Corner will perform, featuring classic
oldies and Motown.

SATURDAY, August 12, 9-3 p.m. – Ham-
tramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and
McDougall. Drop off your recyclables for free.

WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second
Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Mid-
town Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all resi-
dents and businesses west of Jos. Campau and
north of Holbrook.

Coming events

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Deadline for 
classifieds for next

week is 
Thursday at Noon

$20 for one week 
$25 for two weeks 
• $40 for four weeks

(313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers July 4-10.
Tuesday, July 4
• At about 11:30 p.m. a

resident in the 2200
block of Danforth was ar-
rested for being disor-
derly.
• A Neibel resident re-

ported a possible break-in
at a neighbor’s house. Of-
ficers checked the house
but found no sign of a
break-in.
• At 1:30 a.m. a resi-

dent reported being
robbed in the housing
projects.
• At 2:15 a.m. a Detroit

resident was arrested
after leaving a nightclub
for possessing a loaded
.38 revolver without a per-
mit.
• At about 7:15 a.m. a

resident reported a male
on a bicycle robbed him of
his wallet and $30.
• A Lumpkin resident

was arrested for domestic
violence.
• A Selfridge resident

reported her sons were
assaulted by unknown
suspects.

Wednesday, June 5
• At almost 11:30 p.m.

two residents were ar-
rested in the 2600 block
of Evaline for assault and
battery.
• At almost 5 a.m. a Ye-

mans resident reported
an attempted break-in. Of-
ficers collected DNA evi-
dence at the scene.
• Officers rescued a

resident in the 5100
block who was trapped in
his garage by a loose dog.
• Two Detroit residents

were arrested for retail
fraud and possessing a
stolen vehicle.
• A Hanley resident re-

ported being assaulted in-
side of his residence.
Thursday, July 6
• At a little after 11

p.m. a Grand Haven resi-
dent reported being ha-
rassed by neighborhood
youths.
• At about 2:30 a.m. a

resident was arrested
after a traffic stop for
drunk driving, possessing
narcotics and driving with-
out a license.

Continued on page 8

WANTED: 
APARTMENT/ FLAT

HELP WANTED

SKIN CARE

LIVE-IN
CAREGIVER

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Certified by the
State of Michigan

Administrator
Elias Ahmed Uddin

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
WALK-INS WELCOME

313-365-4547
3022 Caniff St.
— Hamtramck —

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!



opinion is that the elected
officials, by and large, par-
ticularly at the city level,
often do not have the fi-
nancial background neces-
sary to confront these
challenges.

Financial intelligence
can be broken down into
two main areas, data col-
lection and data analysis.
One has to first under-
stand, through data collec-
tion, where all of the city's
revenue comes from (resi-
dents' taxes, grants, water
funds, county/state/fed-
eral assistance, etc.) and
then, second but perhaps
more important, one
needs to understand,
through data analysis,
where it can and should
be appropriately allocated.
As a council member,

one must have an under-
standing of how to read
and comprehend the fi-
nancial reports supplied
by the city manager. I
won't get into the details
of that here, but suffice to
say this is a complicated
enough subject that it
would take hours to ex-
pound upon.
I do wish to use the rest

of this space today to
shed some light on one
especially important mat-
ter, a situation that will
possible eventually affect
you the resident, if it has-
n't already, and which may
create significant financial
burdens for many of you
who pay taxes here.
As responsible adults,

we all must live within our
(often, very tight) personal
budgets. The issue I wish
to discuss concerns the
sewer catch basins lo-
cated right behind most of
your homes, in the alleys. 
Residents are being

caught off guard by bills
sent to them by the Water
Department (many of
them as high as $4,000-
$5,000) for sewer  basin

repairs, as the Hamtramck
city charter currently man-
dates that residents be re-
sponsible individually for
said repairs if they are di-
rectly behind your house.
The former city manager

also suggested that all
residents purchase insur-
ance, bearing $9- to $14-
per-month premiums to
insure against such
events like a heavy truck
driving down the alley be-
hind your house and caus-
ing a cave-in.  As the law
stands presently, resi-
dents are legally responsi-
ble for this potentially
devastating repair, and I
believe this is absolutely
wrong.
If, by misfortune, you

should experience a cave-
in, and the city sends you
a $4,000-$5,000 bill
which you refuse to pay,
the city will then place a
lien on your property, thus
attempting to force your
compliant payment
through the County Treas-
urer (because all taxes not
paid within the current
year are forwarded to the
county for reimbursement,
and all responsibility then
shifts to the county, where-
upon this debt gets tied
up with your county prop-
erty tax payments). 
Whenever I consider a

problem, I try my best to
come up with a great solu-
tion. In today's govern-
ment at all levels, but
particularly here in Ham-
tramck, problems are
being acknowledged with-
out corresponding solu-
tions being offered.
I’ve witnessed this con-

sistently in the last 40
years' time living here. I
think trying to force resi-
dents to buy pricey insur-
ance to cover catch basin
sewer repairs due to cave-
ins or other reasons is ab-
solutely egregious to say
the least.

My suggested solution
is simple. To my knowl-
edge, we here in Ham-
tramck currently have over
5,800 structures —
4,850 houses and about
950 commercial proper-
ties — spread throughout
the city. 
The City Council needs

to amend this current
onerous ordinance by
passing a resolution for
the city to absorb the
costs of these repairs,
and not the residents, ex-
cept to increase every-
one's water bills by a mere
$2.00 a month for resi-
dential properties, and
$3.00 for commercial
This would create over

$150,000 in annual rev-
enue. Not only would the
city then be able to meet
the demand of their an-
nual catch basin repairs
(which have been averag-
ing about eight repairs
each year) but they’ll have
the resources to pave a
few of the alleys which are
currently in the most de-
plorable condition. They
would also have the finan-
cial capability to repair up
to 38 sewer catch basins
each year.
These monies would

have to be put into a spe-
cial account earmarked
specifically for this project.
You’re probably saying to
yourself, "I already pay
taxes and fees to the city,
and keep seeing no tangi-
ble results; I've grown
weary of all the increases.
What’s in it for me?"
My answer is this: in-

stead of paying $9-$14 a
month enriching some in-
surance company, your av-
erage annual cost would
be reduced by a whopping
83%, and you can still
avoid a financial catastro-
phe waiting to happen.
This would be like paying
for a cup of coffee once a
month.

It’s a small price to pay
with extraordinary bene-
fits. More importantly, you
would be able to enjoy
peace of mind knowing
that an unexpected bill of
over $4,000-$5,000 or
more won’t come in your
mailbox.
Let’s get the City Coun-

cil, along with the Mayor
and City Manager, on
board here, and get this
done. 

(Perhaps at times, when-
ever I get some freedom to
write, I’ll try my best to
write about issues that af-
fect you financially, and try
to problem solve to the
best of my ability. This is my
perspective. What is yours?
I'd like to know. Please
email us at news@theham-
tramckreview.com.)

• At about 3 a.m. three
youths reported being as-
saulted in the 3200 block
of Holbrook after setting
off fireworks in a busi-
ness parking lot.
• A Mitchell resident re-

ported the theft of his
2017 Dodge Charger.
• A resident reported

someone she knows
stole her Green Card and
ID.
• A Detroit resident re-

ported he was robbed of
two bottles of prescription
pills while in the area of
Caniff and Moran.
• At almost midnight a

resident reported that
while walking to a resi-
dence on Burger a male
driving a gold-colored Ford
Focus exposed himself.
• A Holmes resident

was robbed while at Jos.
Campau and Caniff.
• Two Jacob residents

reporting being assaulted
by each other.

Friday, July 7
• At 8 a.m. officers dis-

covered a break-in at a
Jos. Campau business.
• A Yemans resident re-

ported damage to her res-
idence.
• An Ohio resident was

arrested for being disor-
derly.
• A Warren resident re-

ported the attempted
theft of her car while it
was parked on Commor.
• A resident reported

someone followed her to
work.
Saturday, July 8
• At almost 2 a.m. a

Sterling Heights resident
reported an attempted
theft of his Dodge
Charger.
• A resident was ar-

rested for drunk driving
after a hit-and-run acci-
dent in the 2700 block of
Edwin.
• At 8:30 a.m. two

Hamtramck residents and

a Detroit resident were ar-
rested for a break-in.
Sunday, July 9
• At 1:30 a.m. a High-

land Park resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for driving with a stolen li-
cense plate and having a
suspended license.
• A resident in the

2600 block of Botsford
reported a break-in.
• Two people reported

being assaulted by men
they hired to clean out a
business in the 9700
block of Jos. Campau.
Monday, July 10
• A Pulaski resident re-

ported someone stole
flowers from in front of
her residence.
• A Detroit resident was

ticketed for possessing
an open intoxicant in pub-
lic.
• A resident from the

city of Freeland reported
someone entered her un-
locked car but did not
steal anything.
• A Trowbridge resident

reported someone en-
tered her unlocked car
and stole her purse.
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D U LT  I S

Missing at Least 2 Teeth.
Call today to schedule your 

FREE private implant consultation.

K Dr. KabraK
PEARL DENTAL
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Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!
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pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 
treatment.

• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Most Insurances Accepted — Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House
Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

Keeping things in perspective
Continued from front page

Detroit/Hamtramck presi-
dent of a Cleveland-based
organization called the Al-
liance of Poles of America,
which was on Caniff at
that time (in the building
that now contains B&H
Bar & Grill). Someone
needed to pick Kennedy
up from the airport and
the task fell to him. 
When he arrived at the

airport, the story goes my
dad was stunned to see
what he said was “just a
guy wearing Levi's” get-
ting off the plane. He was
carrying his suit on a gar-
ment hanger and needed
to change. They went into
the men's room to look
for a stall, which cost a
dime then to enter and
lock. But Kennedy didn't

have a dime. 
So my father fished out

a coin and opened the
stall. When Kennedy
emerged, he was said to
“look like a million dol-
lars.” Which, of course, he
was worth -- and then
some beyond that.
Former mayor Robert

Kozaren, whose own fa-
ther John Kozaren was a
campaign operative at the
same time as my dad,
would tell me this story if
I'd run into him on his
walks -- and mine -- around
the city.
JFK came back to Ham-

tramck a month before he
was elected president in
November 1960, for a
campaign rally at Key-
worth Stadium. I was

there to witness that, this
time with my mom. 
I like to think my father

had a small part in intro-
ducing him to the city
three years earlier, on his
dime. 
Speeches and other JFK

papers and memorabilia
are available online at the
John F. Kennedy Presiden-
tial Library and Museum.
Go here to search for the
Relief for Poland Dinner in
Detroit: https://www.jfkli-
brary.org/     
Second generation

Hamtramckan Walter
Wasacz writes about city
life. Rendering of his fa-
ther, Walter Wasacz, by
Emily Wood. See more of
her work at http://emily-
janewood.com/ 

WW and JFK Cont. from page 2


