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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic

Medications

$400GENERICS30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699
Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 699

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699
Wednesday

Coney 
Special

99¢

Try 
Our Famous

Ribs

Patio 
Now Open!

Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates

Soup’s on!
It’s time once again for

another SOUP fundrais-
ing event this Sunday,
July 19.
Here’s how the deal

works, according to the
organization’s Facebook
page:
“Attendees make a

suggested donation of
$5 and learn about four
projects that benefit the
community. Over a
potluck-style dinner, at-
tendees vote on which
project they think bene-
fits the community the
most. The winner goes
home with all of the
money raised at the
door to carry out their
project. Hamtramck res-
idents and supporters
connect, share ideas
and community re-
sources. Each dinner
also features a local
artist and musician!”
SOUP is held at Eight &

Sand, located at 3901
Christopher and doors
open at 4:30 p.m. Pre-
sentations start at 5 and
are followed by dinner.

Continued on page 5

By Charles Sercombe
The third and final

groundbreaking cere-
mony that kicks off a
massive city park reno-
vation was held on Tues-
day at Veterans
Memorial Park.
City, state and county

officials gathered Tues-
day to mark the begin-
ning of renovations that
will occur this summer at
the park.
Work will also begin at

the city’s two other
parks, Pope Park and
Zussman Park. Those
two parks each received
their own groundbreak-
ing ceremonies last
week.

In all, the city will
spend $500,000 on
major improvements to
the parks. The funding
came from a variety of
sources, including an on-
line crowdfunding effort
for Pope Park.
The school district

owns and maintains Pu-
laski Park, which has re-
ceived several
improvement projects in
recent years.
Veterans Park will re-

ceive the following up-
dates:
Starting at the front,

the gating around the
memorial will be re-
moved, but iron gating

By Mike Murphy
Special to The Review
Filmmaker Sareta

Cheathem had one
ground rule when she
first sat down with a
group of Hamtramck High
students to make a short
film last April. 
“I told them it can’t be

a horror movie, and you
can’t kill the principal,”
she said.
But other than that they

had free reign to come up
with whatever they
wanted and the result is
“Blackout,” a film
scripted and acted en-
tirely by the students with
a little help from some of
Cheathem’s professional
friends, most notably De-
troit and national hip-hop
artist Trick Trick, who
scored the movie. Also
pitching in was Perfect

City now ready to move 
forward on park improvements

Continued on page 2

For these students,
filmmaking was an
easy ‘trick’

Continued on page 2

By Charles Sercombe
School Boardmember

Mohammad Huda is not
alone in being questioned
about his residency sta-
tus.
Recently, the Ham-

tramck School Board was
presented with evidence
that Huda actually lives in
Warren. That investigation
is still ongoing, and Huda
remains on the board.
Like Huda, City Coun-

cilmember Abu Musa
says he lives in Ham-
tramck while apparently
his wife and children live
in a Warren house that
his wife owns. Musa has
said he is not separated
from his wife.
Musa, who is seeking

re-election, owns a home
at 11632 Gallagher in
Hamtramck where he re-
ceives a 100-percent
Homestead tax exemp-
tion. According to his
voter registration record
this is where he lives.
His wife, Jaheda Ruzi

Ahmed, owns two houses
in Warren, one of which
she claims a 100-percent
Homestead tax exemp-
tion.
Musa and his wife have

two daughters. His wife’s
Facebook page makes no
mention of her relation-
ship with him, but there is
a photo of the two with
their daughters.
Musa’s voting registra-

tion record shows a curi-

Residency
question
lingers

Paid for by the Non-Homestead Renewal Committee 3915 Trowbridge, Hamtramck 48212

2015 Hamtramck
Labor Day Festival Guide

This is a great opportunity to 
promote your business 

or service. We will be distributing 
10,000 copies of the guide during the 
always-popular Labor Day Festival.

Call Dave Sweet 
(313) 874-2100

now to reserve advertising space 

City, state and county officials pose for a group photo at a
groundbreaking ceremony in Veterans Memorial Park.
Below: Proposed improvement plans for the park.

Hamtramck High School students help create a five-
minute film that features hip-hop star Trick Trick.



Shot Production company,
which shot and edited the
film.
All told, the film was

created by a fluctuating
group of 15-20 Ham-
tramck High School stu-
dents who worked
together one day a week
after school for eight
weeks. 
Production began in

April, and the whole film
was ready to be shown at
a June 9 premier in the
high school cafeteria at a
catered affair. 
The 5-minute film

scripted and acted en-
tirely by Hamtramck High
students tells the story of
a basketball player who
passes out in the school
gym and has a horrible
dream about a crazed jan-
itor killing students in the
high school.
“I let them make the

horror movie. I just didn’t
let them kill the princi-
pal,” Cheathem said.
“It’s funny. They laugh at
themselves. It turned out
to be a cute 5-minute
movie.”
Cheathem is no

stranger to filmmaking.
She has been making
films for both local and
national release since the
early 1990s. She’s also
no stranger to volunteer-
ing her time and talent to
Hamtramck and Detroit
Public High Schools.
The Pershing High

1989 graduate and grad-

uate of Ferris State Uni-
versity spent two years
working with students in
the schools on conflict
resolution, but she said
the film project, which
was sponsored by the
non-profit group H.O.P. E.
(Hamtramck Odyssey
Projects for Excellence),
brought her closer to her
own interests. 
She said she was

amazed by the creativity
of the students, but joked
that some of them might
have been hanging
around for something
else.
“I think their favorite

part was the food,”
Cheathem said. “Every
week students at the pro-
duction meetings found
treats, such as pizza and
chips.”
In reality, though, sitting

around and hashing out
the movie for weeks en-
abled Cheathem to spot
students with special tal-
ents. 
“One student who sat

in the circle was not say-
ing anything but con-
stantly drawing,”
Cheathem said. “I asked
him to make the cover for
the DVD.”
The result is original art-

work by student Donte
Truelove. 
Cheatham said that

with social media like In-
stragram students are
not too far removed from
making their own movies.
“I was introducing

something. Everyone
makes 15-second Insta-
grams, but this gives
them something else to
think about. I brought it to
the school and they loved
it,” Cheathem said.  
The H.O.P. E. program,

which alternates between
Hamtramck schools,
splits a three-hour time
slot after school between
academics and what the

program calls enrich-
ments, or extra-curricular
activities. In the past
H.O.P. E. has sponsored
yoga programs, Lego
building classes and hip-
hop classes.
They are generally high-

needs students who need
help with school, Program
Specialist Karonna Fun-
derburg said. 
“It’s something for kids

to engage in from 3 to 6
p.m., and afterwards they
have supper,” Funderburg
said. “The film turned out
really nice. I was really im-
pressed and they’re actu-
ally looking forward to
working with her next

year.”
Following the premier,

each student involved in
the short film received a
copy of the movie as
proof of their substantial
accomplishments over
the eight-week session. 
Cheathem, who worked

with  middle school stu-
dents in the past to make
a music video, is already
making plans for the next
film project.
“I am invited by for the

winter session and Per-
fect Shot Productions will
join me to teach the kids
how to use the camera,”
Cheathem said 
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Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, handicap or familial status

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual
Kitchens

• Income Based
Rent

• On Site Mail

• 24 Hour 
Security
• Recreation
Areas

• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

All parties interested 
in doing business with Hamtramck Housing Commission are
advised to register their business as a Section 3 
qualified business at www.hud.gov:

• Search Section 3 Business Registry
• Select Register a Business
• Complete form and submit
• Print and maintain record of registry

If you have any questions or concerns you may contact
the Hamtramck Housing Commission at 313-868-7445.

This week at the library...
Michigan Activity

Pass -  The pass will en-
able Library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any
Michigan State Park or
recreation area, and
free entry into over 100
participating cultural in-
stitutions, including mu-
seums, for up to one
week.  Ask at the circu-
lation desk for details.

ESL Class - Monday,
July 10 at 11
a.m. Summer ESL
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration required.

Registration for the
Teen Summer Read-
ing - Monday, July
20. The SRP program
for Teens will be held on
Thursdays at 4 p.m. It
will start on August 6
and continue to Sep-
tember 3.  Students
who are 12-17 years

old are eligible to partic-
ipate in the program.

Summer Reading Pro-
gram - Wednesday, July
22 at 1 p.m. This week
Mr. Randy Baker will
come with animals
present a show called
“Pond Ecology.” Book
reports and selection of
reading materials will
follow.  All children are
invited.

Common Word Al-
liance of Hamtramck
- Monday, July 27 at 7
p.m. The Hamtramck
Common Word Alliance
will hold its monthly
meeting at the Library.
For more information
call Arif Huskic at  313-
999-5483. Refresh-
ments will be served.
Everyone is invited.

State of the Commu-
nity Address -  Monday,
August 3, at 6 p.m.

State Senator, Bert
Johnson, will deliver the
State of the Community
Address at the Li-
brary. He will update
Hamtramck residents
on the key legislative is-
sues and provide an op-
portunity to participants
to ask questions and
express their concerns.

Meeting of the Li-
brary Board - Thursday,
August 13 at 6
p.m. Regular meeting of
the Library Board will be
held in the auditorium.
Open to the public.

Friends of the Library
Meeting - Thursday, Au-
gust 20 at 6 p.m. FHPL
President Kathy Kristy
and Treasurer George
Gorday invite all mem-
bers and volunteers to
participate in the regu-
lar monthly meeting.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 365-7050, or visit our website at
http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access our online catalog. 

Continued from front page

Continued on page 12

Characters 
Always 

Welcome!

FREE WI-FI

Wednesday 

FREE POOL

12002 Jos. Campau • (313) 892-9689

Monday
Domestic 

DOLLAR BEER

Get Out on the Hamtown!
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from Pope Park will be
repurposed and placed
in the front of the park.
The fencing will be in-

terspersed with bushes
to create an attractive
front, but still low
enough for police to
monitor the goings-on in-
side the park.
Just past the monu-

ment there will be a play
area with new play equip-
ment and fitness sta-

tions for adults. On the
south side of the park,
along the edge and con-
tinuing around the bend
will be beds of wild flow-
ers.
That will create a

buffer to neighboring
houses and also edu-
cate kids on native
species.
Work is expected to be

completed by fall.

City now ready to
move forward on park
improvements
Continued from front page

For these students, filmmaking was
an easy ‘trick’ Continued from front page

We will beat all quotes presented! 
Call and book your Event today!

To see a full line of vehicles, go to: www.AllLimosBuses.com

Weddings • Bachelor & Bachelorette Party 
• Pros • Casino Packages • Opera House 

• Sporting Events • Concerts 
• Airport Service • Corporate Functions 

• And So Much More!

Agent: M4143710 5 4 6 6

A portion of the rental cost goes to charities 
benefiting breast Cancer Patients!

The Wedding
Specialist for

29 Years!



By Charles Sercombe
Recently The Review

asked the nine candi-
dates running for a seat
on city council to fill out a
survey about who they are
and where they stand on
issues.
This week we present

Saad A. Almasmari and
Cathie Ladzinski-Gordon

Name: Saad A. Almas-
mari 

Employment: Company
owner. Self-employed. 

Education: University
student. Bachelors in
business (Sanaa-Yemen
University); And now stu-
dent at Wayne state uni-
versity (business
administration)

Community experience:
4-6 years of community
serving. As a volunteer,
I'm the media director of
the none profit organiza-
tion Yemeni-American
leadership association.
I'm also active person in
the city. I have run for
Hamtramck board of edu-
cation. I'm alternate
member of Hamtramck
Board of Review (tax
board). Although I'm busi-
ness owner and I help
community services such
as cleaning, gardening,
and caring about public
safety. 

What qualities do you
bring to city council?
Almasmari: Bringing the

good thoughts and ideas
that could do the best for
the city. And one of the
important qualities that I
want to bring to the city is
to make all communities
work together as one
hand to improve our diver-

sity town. 

Please identify three is-
sues you would like to
address during your term:
Almasmari: The last few

years revealed to us that
the city is facing many is-
sues. These issues have
effectively hurt some of
Hamtramck residents and
environment. And that's
what we don't want to. 
We see some of the

main raids and side
streets need to be fixed,
we hear a lot of people
screaming of their high
property tax, although the
they may have right on
that. But In my opinion,
the financial situation of
the city is the first issue
we should worry about. If
we fixed that other things
will be easy to set and
solve. 

The city’s financial
health is always a con-
cern. What would you do
make it more stable?
Almasmari: On June 9th

I have attend the city
council meeting, which
they discussed the city
budget for the financial
years 2015-2016. I con-
firmed that my doubts
about the hardship of the
city financial were right. 
As city council candi-

date, my way to fix that
issue is to work with the
city council members and
mayor and all Hamtramck
residents do our best to
bring more financial re-
sources to the city. Such
as bring more businesses
into the city.
That's responsibility is

assigned to everyone love
Hamtramck and wants it
to be better. I seat of rais-
ing taxes and make peo-
ple's live harder, we can
make it eastern by bring-
ing more financial re-
sources that can co we all
the city needs.  

Why should voters sup-
port you?
Almasmari: As Ham-

tramck business owner I
have experience in how to

make businesses in Ham-
tramck better and im-
prove the city. I'm asking
all Hamtramck residents
to vote for me so we can
have chance to apply our
good thoughts to make
the city better and safer.
As I always say, I'm doing
my best to be elected by
everyone and work, help
everyone. 

Name: Cathie Ladzin-
ski-Gordon

Employment: Self-em-
ployed, owner/operator of
New Dodge Bar

Education: Graduate of
St. Florian (attended for
12 years); Associate De-
gree in Nursing, MCC

Community experience:
DDA board member 5
years; Chair of Historical
project (Baseball field);
Councilmember 6 years,
2008/2013

What qualities do you
bring to city council?
Gordon: Considering I

have sat on council for six
years, I feel I am very
knowledgeable regarding
charter mandates as well
as ordinance require-
ments. I am outspoken
with issues that affect the
residents/taxpayers and
business owners.
I am willing to work with

just about anyone. I have
a passion for our city, con-
sidering I have been a
long time resident and
business owner for 30
years

Please identify three is-
sues you would like to
address during your
term:
Gordon: As of recent,

communication between

council and administra-
tion has been an ongoing
problem.  In turn that
communication MUST ex-
tend to the residents/tax-
payers of our city.  
Democracy and our

Charter mandates re-
quirements that include
information to council as
well as public input, not to
mention cooperation with
local media.  I hope to en-
courage my colleagues
and insist that administra-
tion adhere to charter
mandates and compli-
ance with all ordinances,
which includes the re-
lease of information to
the public, be that with
communication to council
as well as the media.

The city’s financial
health is always a con-
cern. What would you do
make it more stable?
Gordon: A clean and

safe city is what I believe
attracts business as well
as potential residents.
We must maintain code

enforcements to provide
clean streets and neigh-
borhoods, as well as
proactively within our po-
lice department.  I would
like to see more proactiv-
ity across the board in all
departments in the city,
and less re-activity.  We
must address those is-
sues that are of impor-
tance to our residents
and not those that dis-
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It’s Time to Pray, Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

— We are an Active Parish Serving the Community —
Celebrating 92 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Get Out on the Hamtown!

July 19 - Back yard picnic 
following Mass

August 8 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 p.m.
August 26 - Spaghetti dinner

fundraiser 4-7 p.m.

School Supply Collection for HPS

Ho
lbr
oo
k S

t.

Brom
bach

Florian 
St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

for the Weekly 
Dental

Nutrition Blog
• Walk-in 

Emergencies 
Welcome 

• We accept most 
insurances.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday - Saturday 

10am-2pm

• Beautiful smile 
reflecting healthy
teeth

• NYU Graduate 
Dr. Sami Bilani 
welcomes you in 
many languages www.DentistSamiBilani.com

CALL NOW!
313-875-1700
OR Walk in at 2460 Florian St. 

Florian Dental welcomes 2015 with a big smile!
Florian Dental welcomes 

new patients with a big smile
and continuous offers!

Call to check our offers  at: 
(313) 875-1700 

Continued on page 4

Candidates speak out on issues facing
the city and why they should be elected

ACROSS
1. A 2-masted sailing

ship
6. Sexual assault
10. Rapscallions
14. Potato state
15. L L L L
16. Principal
17. Adult female
18. Flying saucers
19. Not stereo
20. Make pregnant
22. Chocolate cookie
23. Dirt
24. Naturist
26. Shoestring
30. Not on
31. East southeast
32. Dash
33. Found on rotary

phones
35. Grain disease
39. Pike (fish)
41. Set up
43. To yield or submit
44. A few
46. Container weight
47. Unhappy
49. Zero
50. Female sheep

(plural)
51. A poor city district
54. Hissy fit
56. 500 sheets
57. A supplementary

part
63. Lack of difficulty
64. Ship
65. Audio 

communications
66. Not odd
67. Balcony section
68. Pieces
69. Exam
70. Anagram of
"Seek"

71. Dishes out

DOWN
1. Flightless bird
2. Biblical kingdom
3. Pack down
4. Blacken
5. Sharpens
6. Brings together

again
7. Forage plant
8. Conspiracy
9. Ancient ascetic
10. Intemperate
11. New Zealand 

native
12. Yearns
13. Snob
21. Treat
25. End ___
26. Bawdy
27. Wings
28. Serene
29. Tour of duty
34. Bonding sheets 

of material
36. Chew

37. Monster
38. T T T T
40. French for "State"
42. Museum piece
45. Performing
48. Achievable
51. Welcome
52. Throw with effort
53. Relieves
55. A monotonous

hum
58. Swiped
59. Head of hair
60. Modify
61. Anagram of "Tine"
62. Throw

crossword

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Saad Almasmari, 2261 Faber, Hamtramck, MI 48212
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tract us from the current
happenings within our
city.
Lastly we MUST work

with other entities …
sharing services with
neighboring communities
as well as those within
our community, for exam-
ple our school
district/school board.
With the sharing of serv-
ices come feelings of
good will as well as in-
creased monetary funding
from the state to both en-
tities.
Financial stability is cru-

cial considering the pres-
ent situation with our
state of receivership.  As
councilmembers, I feel
that we must keep a
close eye on payables
that affect our general
fund.  
Our problems have

been day-to-day opera-
tions not long term debt.
That’s how we ended up
in receivership. Simply
put, that means that we
MUST BE continuously
conscious of our spend-
ing issues, to include
legal expenditures, em-
ployee pension issues,
and overtime costs.  We
MUST also include over-
sight of other funds such
as the water fund, road
funds, and even drug for-
feiture funds.

Since the state still
has control over financial
decisions, and the coun-
cil’s role greatly limited

while the state plays a
role here, what is your
role as a member of
council?
Gordon: Currently we

have no liaison between
the council and the TAB
board.  Ideally the council
should be aware of all is-
sues going before the TAB
board, and systematically
those issues should be
brought before council
prior to the TAB board’s
decision making.  
That board needs Coun-

cil’s input regarding the is-
sues that are of priority to
our community i.e. the
people.  We can’t make
those final financial deci-
sions, but we most cer-
tainly can communicate
our residents’ feelings/
wants regarding those
pending decisions.  As
that board approves ex-
penditures, our role as
councilmembers is to
make sure that charter/
ordinance mandates are
followed to a T.  
We must enforce strict

adherence to the purchas-
ing ordinance, and focus
on the budgeted amounts
for each expenditure.  In
conclusion, even though
this body has no financial
powers we must make the
people’s needs and
thoughts known to all
those involved in that fi-
nancial decision making.
It is our responsibility to
continuously maintain
transparency within our
city.  

THAT IS the Council’s
duty and responsibility.
We must work with our ad-
ministrator and all depart-
ment heads, not just
nodding our heads yes,
assuming that as profes-
sionals they are doing
what’s wanted and
needed by our residents.
We must be the voice of
the people. 

Why should voters sup-
port you?
Gordon: As a coun-

cilmember for 6 years, I
believed I have indeed
been the voice of our peo-
ple.  I implemented many
ordinances, to include the
parental responsibility or-
dinance, the cost recovery
ordinance just to name a
few.  I have always been
visible and very accessi-
ble to our residents.  
I continue to be an ac-

tivist in many projects/ac-
tivities within the city.  To
say the least, I am a very
vocal person who ex-
presses the feelings of
our residents as well as
the responsibilities that
go along with the position
of councilmember.

In the past, I have been
known as the financial
watchdog, closely moni-
toring all spending is-
sues.  More importantly I
have educated myself in
charter/ordinance man-
dates and continue to
hold everyone to those
set standards.            

Early Childhood Elemen-
tary School News
The Early Childhood Ele-

mentary Summer Camp
of Excellence started its
first day on June 18 with
over 55 students en-
rolled. 
The teachers, Mrs. Bog-

dan, Mrs. Balko, Mr.
Sawka and the parapro-
fessionals Mrs. Stafford
and Ms. Oglesby along
with site coordinator, Ms.
Rakoczy, welcomed the
students with a camping
theme.
The activity room was

set up with tents, flash-
lights, trees and wood-
land animals to create a
camping atmosphere for
reading. Students used
Lexia, a computer  pro-
gram, to help improve and
increase their reading lev-
els and to gain additional
reading skills.
Many wonderful activi-

ties have gone on at the
camp including going to
the local art display of the
Hamtramck Disneyland, a
free book give-away, pop-
corn days, The Little Crea-
tures Animal Show, a
barbeque and on our final
day, July 16, a trip to the
Detroit Zoo.  Students
have been learning skills
in creative writing, mathe-
matics, reading and com-
puters.

The students have
shown a lot of academic
and social growth in
these four weeks and
came to school eager to
start the day.  Students
were served breakfast
and lunch in the program.
The parents have shared
in this positive program
and wished it would go on
for a longer period of
time. 

Enrollment
Hamtramck Public

Schools is now enrolling
for the 2015-2016 school
year. Families interested
in enrolling their children
in HPS schools can do so
at 3201 Roosevelt in
Hamtramck. Summer
Registration Hours
through August 28 are as
follows: Monday, Thurs-
day, Friday between 7
a.m. and 3 p.m., and
Tuesday, Wednesday be-
tween 7 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Enrollment documents
are also available on the
HPS website at:
www.hamtramck.k12.mi

.us
For further information

call, 313-892-2306.

Candidates speak out on 
issues facing the city and
why they should be elected
Continued from page 3

Scenes of the summer
program held at the Early
Childhood School.
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In Our Opinion

Review: Opinion Page

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

Last week the Ham-
tramck School Board
heard evidence regard-
ing the residency status
of Boardmember Mo-
hammad Huda.
Private investigator

David Adamczyk, who
provided his services at
no charge, offered some
compelling information
that needs some an-
swers from Huda. As it
turns out, Huda isn’t
talking.
And despite repeated

requests from the
school district’s attor-
ney, Huda is also not of-
fering his resignation.
It seemed pretty clear

that Huda actually lives
in Warren with his wife
and children, and that
the house he claims to
live at in Hamtramck is
unoccupied. In fact, for a
period, the city cut off
water service to the
house, which begs the
question of how could
have Huda lived there
with his family?
So, now that the evi-

dence has been laid out
and Huda refuses to
clarify the matter, we are
all wondering what the
next step is. The school
board is not being asked
to do anything at this
point, and the district at-

torney said the informa-
tion gathered by the pri-
vate investigator will be
turned over to various
government agencies.
It would seem that a

complaint filed by a resi-
dent in town with the
Secretary of State’s Of-
fice would be appropri-
ate.
No matter what, the

district has every right to
ensure that those serv-
ing on the board are ac-
tually qualified to do so. 
That’s a standard all of

our election officials
should be held to.

Evidence appears compelling
that boardmember is not qualified

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101
www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com

Publisher:  John Ulaj • (248) 866-1110 •  julaj@thehamtramckreview.com
Editor: Charles Sercombe Office Manager:  Jean Ingenthron
Sales Manager:  Dave Sweet Reporter/Copy Editor: Ian Perrotta

This newspaper is not responsible for mistakes in advertising beyond the cost of the space involved.

By Charles Sercombe
If you’ve been wonder-

ing if the city is fixing the
potholes around town, the
short answer is yes.
The city was set back a

month after it was or-
dered by a state-ap-
pointed financial review
board to seek a new con-
tract for pothole repairs.
That’s one reason why

so many potholes remain.
The city got back on

track, pothole repair-wise,
a few weeks ago, but
there is still a slight snag,
said Mark Ragsdale, the
Director of Public Works.

The company perform-
ing the work, Highway
Construction, can’t be
here every day because it
has contracts with other
cities.
So, there are still some

streets to avoid at all
costs, such as the Ham-
tramck side of Carpenter,
from Dequindre to Jos.
Campau, and all of Cas-
mere.
Holbrook was bad, too,

but that street was taken
care of this week.
Next up, said Ragsdale,

is: Commor, Casmere and
the last block of Gallagher

from Commor to Carpen-
ter.
Streets completed, be-

sides Holbrook, are
Charest from Holbrook to
Evaline and Gallagher
from Goodson to Com-
mor.
City Manager Katrina

Powell said work will con-
tinue until cold weather
returns.
And when cold returns,

along with snow and ice,
more potholes will ap-
pear, and the cycle will
begin all over.

ous path from Ham-
tramck to Warren and
back again to Ham-
tramck.
He first registered to

vote in Hamtramck in
2011 while living on Trow-
bridge, and then a little
over a year later he
moved to a house his wife
owns in Warren at 28880
Audrey Ave.
That was in August of

2012, but then a month
later, Musa came back to
Hamtramck and re-regis-
tered to his former resi-
dence on Trowbridge,
according to his voter reg-
istration record.
In March of 2013 he

moved to a house on
Moran and then in De-
cember of that year to his
present address on Gal-
lagher.
Musa is not the first

elected official to claim
residency in Hamtramck
while their spouse lives in
another city.
You could say that back

in 2007 former Coun-
cilmember Cathie Gordon
set the precedent. At that
time Gordon announced
she was running for a
seat on city council and
would move out of her
house in Sterling Heights.

She said she was leaving
her husband Lewis Gor-
don there while she lived
with her mother in Ham-
tramck.
Gordon said at the time

that she and her husband
were not separating or di-
vorcing.
While some in the city

questioned whether she
truly would make Ham-
tramck her home, she
was elected to office. But
a year later, her residency
once again became a
matter of debate.
In an interview with a

television reporter about
what effect the possible
closing of GM’s Poletown
plant would have on the
city, Gordon said she
would be forced to sell
her Sterling Heights home
and move into her bar, the
New Dodge Lounge.
Some on the council

seized on that comment,
saying it was proof posi-
tive that Gordon was not
a resident and thus sub-
ject to being kicked out of
office.
Gordon insisted she

was being “sarcastic,” but
the council found the
comment warranted an in-
vestigation into her resi-
dency.

It was discovered that
her name was not only on
the deed to the Sterling
Heights home, but she
was also claiming a
Homestead exemption.
After the city’s legal bills

accumulated to $50,000,
the council abandoned its
inquiry into Gordon’s resi-
dency because the inves-
tigation was getting too
expensive.
“It’s in the best interest

of the city,” said then-
Councilmember Alan
Shulgon. “We have to
move on beyond this.”
But what investigators

discovered during the in-
quiry was that Gordon fre-
quently went to her
Sterling Heights home,
even after closing her bar,
late at night.
Although Gordon is still

on the deed for the Ster-
ling Heights house, she
agreed to remove her
name from the Home-
stead exemption in 2010
in her settlement with the
council following the in-
quiry.
Gordon is seeking a re-

turn to city council in the
August Primary Election.

Residency question lingers
Continued from front page

Pothole repairs taking a long
and bumpy road this year

It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so goes
Hamtramck. Our friends
over at modeldmedia.com
have been reporting on fas-
cinating development proj-
ects for the past several
years.
With their permission,

here is an edited version of
this week’s story:
Zakary Pashak has been

the face of Detroit Bikes
since he moved to the
Motor City and launched
the bicycle manufacturer
in 2011. 
He set up the firm's pro-

duction plant on the west
side of Detroit, served as
its spokesman, and made
sale after sale. That's
starting to change this
summer.
Detroit Bikes has hired

former Electra Bicycle
Company founder Justin
Manthe as its director of
sales with the idea of set-
ting up a national sales
network for its classic
American bicycles. Man-
the spent close to 15
years building Electra into
a top leisure and lifestyle
bicycle brand in the U.S.
before coming becoming a
part of the Detroit Bikes
team.
He's already on the job.
"There are 160 million

American who don't ride a
bike but could," Manthe
says. "We want to build a
bike for them."
Detroit Bikes specializes

in building accessible,
quality bicycles for every-
day cruising. It is leverag-
ing Detroit's
manufacturing heritage by
producing thousands of
bikes at its 50,000-
square-foot facility. It also
recently opened a flagship
store in downtown Detroit
at 1216 Griswold. The
firm’s team of a couple
dozen people can produce
up to 100 bicycles a day.
"Our goal is fill this facil-

ity (with bicycle production)
one day," Manthe says.
Writer: Jon Zemke

Metro news …

Barbecue … It’s sum-
mer and if there’s one
thing we love doing it’s
a barbecue.
Any time, anywhere.
As it turns out, the

good folks over at
Kelly’s Bar on Holbrook
are holding a huge BBQ
party this Saturday, July
18, starting at 2 p.m.
The day features a ton
of bands.

Good food and good
bands are all for $5. 

Cultural show … This
is going to be one busy
weekend. On Sunday
(July 19), the Yemeni
community will host a
“Cultural Night,” featur-
ing poetry, songs and
traditional dances.
It’s free and will be

held at the Gates of

Columbus hall (9632
Conant) starting at 6
p.m.



By Greg Kowalski
It’s been more than 30

years since the eyes of
the nation – and even
the world -- turned to De-
troit and Hamtramck as
a whole neighborhood
was demolished to make
way for an auto factory.
The area was known as

Poletown, and for more
than a century it formed
the core of an ethnic
neighborhood that
stretched from Gratiot in
Detroit to the southern
border of Hamtramck.
Primarily Polish, it
changed through the
decades as it aged and
became more diverse.
But no one anticipated

what was to come. In
1980 General Motors
proposed building a huge
manufacturing plant on

465 acres located just
north of the East I-94
Freeway. This entailed
the acquisition by the
City of Detroit of more
than 1,500 Poletown
houses, churches and
businesses, which were
to be demolished.
The uproar the pro-

posal generated rever-
berated around the
world, as journalists from
as far as England and
Germany came here to
see what was happen-
ing.
And no one had a bet-

ter view than photogra-
pher Bruce Harkness.  At
the time, he was a mas-
ter of fine arts candidate
in the Art Department of
Wayne State University.
During 1980-81 Hark-
ness visited the area

more than 90 times and
took some 550 photos
of the architecture,
street scenes, residents
and panoramic views of
the area.
The result was an inci-

sive photo essay of a
neighborhood undergoing
a wrenching transforma-
tion.
To this day, the photos

remain powerful. See for
yourself at the “Poletown
1981” exhibit of 50 pho-
tos by Harkness that will
be on display July 23
through August 30 at the
Hamtramck Historical
Museum, 9525 Jos.
Campau.
Harkness takes an inti-

mate look at this once
thriving ethnic neighbor-
hood through the pene-

trating lens of his cam-
era. It’s revealing and
just as powerful today as
it was 35 years ago as
that portion of the city lit-
erally disappeared
around him.
An opening reception

will be held 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 23, at the
museum. Wine and
cheese will be served.

In addition, Harkness
will present a program on
his photos at the
monthly Hungry for His-
tory program sponsored
by the museum on Thurs-
day, Aug. 27. A sitdown
dinner is offered for $12
($5 is tax deductible) at
6 p.m. The program is at
7 p.m. and is free. Doors
open at 5:30 p.m. for
dinner; 6:45 p.m. for the

program.
For dinner reservations

and more information,
call (313) 893-5027 or

(313) 574-9758 and visit
the museum website at
www.hamtramckhistory.
org.

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Thinking of
Buying or
Selling Real
Estate?

Put experience
to work for 
you!

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

leanneconger@gmail.com

Single Family Homes
3062 Lehman - $59,900  PENDING!
Multi-Family Homes
9721 Dequindre - $34,900 - NEW!
2264 Edwin $49,900 - NEW!
Vacant Land
Holland Rd. - Clay Twp. - $139,900 REDUCED!
12502 Corunna, Clayton Twp.  - $34,900
Sutton - Dryden - $37,500 - NEW!
Crawford - $32,900 - NEW!
Rochester Rd - $94,900 - NEW!
Warren
8311 Toepfer - $28,000 - NEW PRICE!
Imlay City
270 W. Third St. - $77,700 - BACK ON MARKET!
105 Grove - $94,900 Bank Owned PENDING
Mussey Twp.
13604 Kaufman - $139,900 PENDING

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Lapeer
302 Devonshire (Condo) - $249,900 - NEW!
Sterling Heights
3722 Rhoten - $155,000 - NEW PRICE!
41426 Harvard - $144,900 - NEW PRICE!
Almont
8550 Hough Rd. - $369,900 - NEW!
3659 Hollow Pine Ct. - $499,900 - NEW!
Armada
22363 32 Mile Rd. - $279,000 - NEW!
Mayfield
1067 Farnsworth - $99,900 - NEW!
Attica
5623 Attica - $239,900 - NEW!
Bruce Twp.
77715 Hipp - $195,700 - NEW! BANK OWNED!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many 
of my properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

9810 Dequindre
$74,900
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Coming events
SATURDAY, July 25, 6 p.m.-10 p.m. – Cele-

brate America in Hamtramck at Keyworth Sta-
dium, 3201 Roosevelt. Bring the entire family to
this free event to enjoy live music and dancing,
petting zoo, inflatables, food, carnival games
and fireworks!

SATURDAY, Aug. 8, 9-3 p.m. – Hamtramck’s
Recycle Center is open at Caniff and McDougall.
Drop off your recyclables for free.

WEDNESDAY, Aug. 19, 7 p.m. -- The Ham-
tramck Midtown Block Club will meet in St. Flo-
rian's Convent; please use the side entrance.

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

BACK ON THE MARKET!
3279 Belmont • Hamtramck

Situated on a double-lot (60’ x 100’) Living Room,
Dining Room, Kitchen on the First Floor. 2-Bed-

rooms, Bath, additional room on the second floor.

$44,900
 

Take a tour at: http://tour.remax-detroit.com/home/MPEQXB

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Lowest Prices in Town

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$750
Men’s Cut

$850

9517 Jos. Campau  •  Hamtramck

2 Story brick commercial building with partially
finished apartments on 2nd floor.

Great space for warehousing or retail market.

High traffic corner with huge visibility. 
This has great income potential. First floor
been partially divided, 60% rehabbed. 

City parking lot in rear.

Sold as-is and seller will consider all 
reasonable offers. Proof of funds required.

Call now 248-581-0166 ext 710 
ask for Mr. Shakoor of Front Page Realty.

9800 Joseph Campau • $150,000 

LOST DOG
DAISY
Maltese/Shih

Tzu Mix
Female, Young,
Small, White &

Grey, Hair length
is medium

Last seen:
Conant & Caniff

H CASH REWARD H
CONTACT 313-442-6515

ambbbo@gmail.com

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.

WILK
M y r o n

“Mike” Wilk,
57, died July
9, 2015.
Mr. Wilk

was prede-
ceased by his father,
Stanislaw; brother,
Robert (1984). Mr. Wilk
is survived by his mother,
Helena Wilk; sisters,
Bozena (Janusz) Bilek,
Jolanta (Joseph) Mac-
Donald; brother, Casimer

(Leokadia) Wilk; nieces
and nephews, Daniel
(Sara), Monika (James),
Marek, Anetta, Taylor,
Gabriella.
Mr. Wilk was a tool-

maker.
Funeral Mass was cele-

brated July 13, at Holy
Cross Polish National
Catholic Church with bur-
ial at Mt. Olivet Ceme-
tery. Arrangements were
entrusted to Krot Funeral
Home in Hamtramck.

Photo exhibit takes a look at the ‘Poletown’ neighborhood 

Support Your Local 
Businesses - Get Out 
on the Hamtown!



By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers July 7-13.

Tuesday, July 7
• A resident in the

9300 block of Dubois re-
ported someone shat-
tered a window in their
house.
• At 10:30 p.m. a res-

ident was arrested for
drunk driving following a
traffic stop. The driver
had a blood-alcohol level
of 0.24, three times over
the level considered
drunk.
• At a little after

11:30 p.m. a man was
arrested for stealing a
can of beer from a party
store near Carpenter
and Fleming. The man
was also charged with
resisting and obstruc-
tion.
• A Detroit resident

was arrested following a
traffic stop for driving
without a license and
possessing illegal pre-
scription pills.
• At about 3 a.m. a

resident reported that
suspects known to him
shot out a window at his
residence and also at-
tempted to intimidate
him.
• A Florian resident re-

ported three males at-
tempted to steal his cell
phone while at Goodson
and Jos. Campau.

• An Andrus resident
reported a garage break-
in and the theft of sev-
eral power tools.
• A Belmont resident

was arrested following a
traffic stop for being
wanted on three Ham-
tramck warrants and
driving with improper li-
cense plates.
• A Lumpkin resident

reported the theft of her
son’s bike near
Kosciusko Middle
School.

Wednesday, July 8
• A suspect was ar-

rested at Jos. Campau
and Holbrook regarding a
prior theft complaint.
• A suspect was ar-

rested in the 2600 block
of Whalen for a domestic
incident.

Thursday, July 9
• A Pulaski resident

reported someone broke
out his car window.
• At about 10 p.m. a

resident reported that
while riding his bike a
driver of a green sports
car (possibly a Camaro
or Challenger) almost
struck him at Mackay
and Carpenter. The two
exchanged words, and
the driver exited his car
and punched the bike
rider in the head and
then pointed a black
9mm gun at him and
threatened to shoot. The
suspect, described as a
black male, 5-foot-10
inches tall, clean cut and
wearing all black cloth-
ing, then fled.
• At about 10 p.m. a

Whalen resident was ar-
rested after swinging a
knife at several family
members following an ar-
gument.
• Officers responding

to a stray dog complaint
in the 11000 block of
McDougall found two
stray dogs and took
them to the Michigan Hu-
mane Society
• A man reported

someone broke out his
rear car window while
the car was parked in
the 2100 block of  Bel-
mont.
• A man reported the

theft of his Glock hand-
gun.
• A Lehman resident

reported the theft of her
city-issued garbage con-
tainer.
• A Detroit resident

was arrested for at-
tempting to cash a fraud-
ulent check at a
business in the 12000
block of Conant.
• Officers found a gun

and ammunition from a
residence in the 3900
block of Oliver.
• A resident was tick-

eted for soliciting with-
out a permit after going
door-to-door asking for
money.

• A Dequindre woman
reported her son stole
her watch and cell phone
from her bedroom.

Friday, July 10
• A resident in the

11300 block of Fleming
reported a neighbor was
harassing them by point-
ing a green laser in their
eyes and into their sur-
veillance camera.
• A resident in the

12100 block of Nagel re-
ported someone broke
out a window at their res-
idence.
• At almost 4 a.m. a

resident was arrested for
trespassing and disor-
derly conduct at a resi-
dence in the 2300 block
of Whalen.
• A resident was ar-

rested following a traffic
stop for driving without a
license and being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.
• Two women were ar-

rested for fighting while
inside a party store in
the 11300 block of Co-
nant. A man was also ar-
rested for refusing to
leave the scene and
being disorderly.
• A rollover accident

was reported on Jos.
Campau and Danforth.
The driver suffered a
minor injury.
• A business in the

9600 block of Jos. Cam-
pau reported someone
damaged its front door
window.

Saturday, July 11
• A man was arrested

for retail fraud and being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant after striking a
child with his bike and
fleeing from a business
in the 9000 block of Jos.
Campau.
• A bar in the 11600

block of Jos. Campau re-
ported a break-in and
the theft of an ATM ma-
chine and two televi-
sions. A number of other
machines were dam-
aged.
• A complaint was

made about three teens
sitting on parked cars in
the 2300 block of An-
drus. The teens were re-
leased to their parents.
• At 9:30 p.m. a man

reported that two heavy-
set males knocked him
off his bike and tried to
go through his pockets.
Bystanders chased the
suspects away.
• At a little after 1

a.m. a Detroit resident
was arrested in the
2200 block of Andrus for
trespassing.
• At about 2 a.m. a

resident was arrested in
the 10000 block of Jos.
Campau for being disor-
derly.
• A woman reported

the theft of her license
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Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

(313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job In-

stallation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer 
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service
Installation 
Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

BROTHERS ROOFING
& HOME REPAIR

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Shingle & Flat Roofs • Sidings & Gutters 
• Chimney Work • Porches

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

(313) 365-8630

7
/3

1
/1

5

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

ROOFING

PLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

Ask for Frank or Jerry
Family Owned & Operated  
and Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

HEATING & COOLING

PEST CONTROL

Hamtramck Pest Control LLC
12035 Joseph Campau

Hamtramck, MI 48212

313-704-3467 • 313-286-5728

Bring this ad in to enter a Contest for a
FREE 3 MONTH PEST CONTROL SERVICE

3 Lucky Customers
Will Win!

Offer good thru 
August 15. 

Restrictions apply.

Office 
Now 

Open in Hamtramck

— Regular Monthly Service as low as —

$47 /mo for Occasional Invaders

Bed Bug Treatment as low as $295 (initial service)

and Monthly Maintenance $67
*Additional charges will apply for any infestation of insect, rodent, bed bug, 

multi-unit homes and carpenter ants.

9491 McDougall, Ham-
tramck, upper flat, 2 bed-
room,  kitchen, living
room, no pets. Ask for
Doda or David 586-722-
8963, 586-978-2363
7/24

3618 Caniff, 2 br. fur-
nished, all utilities + inter-
net incl., $850/mo., also
1 br. furnished, all utilities
+ internet incl., $450/
mo., 313-784-9329, 313-
649-4093. 7/17

Upper flat, across the
street from Maine St.
Restaurant, spacious,
ideal for students, all ap-
pliances included, hard-
wood floors, air
conditioning, 313-304-
7400. 7/31

Hamtramck, upper 1 br.
flat, for single person, all
utilities incl., $600/mo.
+ security deposit, refer-
ences required, 313-
801-4001. 7/17

2 br. lower, stove, fridge,
washer/dryer, call for
appt., 586-604-0553. 7/24

Hamtramck, 2646
Holmes, in rear, 2 br.
apt. for rent, 313-915-
2964, 313-287-4725,
313-365-9005. 7/17

2 br. lower, stove, fridge,
washer/dryer, call for ap-
pointment, 586-604-
0553. 7/24

6035 Charles, Detroit,
very nice area, brick
house on a good street,
call Palo and Diane, 248-
659-2278, 248-659-
2325.

2 br. upper flat, $700/
mo., utilities and appli-
ances included, call Angie
at 586-215-3565. 7/17

Beautiful Hamtramck 2
br. lower flat, fenced
yard, parking in back,
water and utilities not in-
cluded, $625/mo. + 2
mo. security deposit,
must have excellent
credit and references,
248-866-1110. 7/31

Detroit, 8 Mile + Schoen-
herr, 3 br. brick, full base-
ment, 1.5 bath, garage,
$750/mo. + sec. dep.,
no pets, excellent credit,
Section 8 ok, 586-945-
0317. 7/24

5 br. single house, rent
with option to buy, land
contract ok, 313-366-
1527. 7/17

Experienced chef
wanted, full or part time,
313-304-7400. 8/7

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

RENT TO OWN

HELP WANTED

Let Our Service
Directory 

Do the Work 
For You!

Call Dave Sweet
Today

313-874-2100

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspaper
shall not be liable for failure to publish
an ad, for a typographic error or errors in
publication except to the extent of the
cost of the ad for the first day’s insertion.
Adjustments for errors is limited to the
cost of that portion of the ad wherein the
error occurred. We reserve the right to
classify, revise or reject any classified
advertisement.

Continued on page 8

HOUSE FOR RENT

Hamtramck, 1 br. upper,
$550/mo. + last month,
no security, no pets,
586-214-8407. 7/17
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— Dr. Kabra —
9811 Conant • Suite 2 

Comprehensive
Cleaning

$69
$190 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

Walk-Ins Welcomed. Open Saturday & Sunday too!
Exceeding Your Expectations

Consultation
Exam & X-Ray

$29
$75 Value!

New patients. Restrictions apply. Call for Details.

We perform all areas of 
Dentistry with specialty in:

• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Endodontics
• Dental Implants 
• Oral Surgery
• Restoration & Whitening    
• Crown & Bridges
Enhancing your smile, health & life.

Proud
Supporter

of:

— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House
Calls

Medicare
Covered Diabetic
Shoes

The lore of Hamtramck …
Continued from page 7

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for Hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

JULY SENIOR
$500 SPECIALS

POLONIA POLISH
RESTAURANT

2934 Yemans St. • Hamtramck
313-873-8432

Thursdays 
— All Day! —

Valid with this ad till 
July 31, 2015. Dine-in only. 

VARIETY OF
CHOICES

Soup &
Sandwich

By Greg Kowalski
There were 56,000

people living in Ham-
tramck’s two-square-
miles in 1930. It was one
of the most densely
packed cities in America. 
Unlike New York or

Chicago, there were no
high-rise apartment build-
ings in Hamtramck. Many
of the residents lived in
two-story houses that
were divided into as
many as four sets of
three-room apartments. 
It was just too crowded.

After 1930 Hamtramck’s
population began to de-
cline, probably to the re-
lief of many. That decline
picked up after World War
II when the guys returned
from the service. Many
were married, some were
even new fathers by then
and there was almost no
place for them to live in
Hamtramck.
It’s no surprise that the

suburbs began their ex-
plosive growth at that
time. Warren, in particu-
lar, was highly attractive
to Hamtramckans. It was
largely undeveloped so it
had a lot of space for
new homes on large lots.
Unlike Hamtramck, where
most homes are on lots
30 feet wide by 90 feet
deep, the suburbs of-
fered far larger spaces,
big enough for substan-
tial lawns and garages,
things that were (and still
are) rare in Hamtramck.
The highway system

also made it easier for
people to commute long
distances in a short
space of time.
The suburban commu-

nities, and the realtors,
realized this and began
to actively promote other

towns as an alternative
to Hamtramck. A large ad
that appeared in The Cit-
izen newspaper in 1954
told the story well.
“New Polish Commu-

nity!” its headline pro-
claimed. “Close to
Everything… Easy to
Reach from Any Spot!”
read the subhead.
It was dubbed “Fitzger-

ald Heights,” and was de-
fined loosely as the area
between Ryan and
Mound Roads just north
of Eight Mile Road. The
ad focused on two mod-
est brick houses that
were typical of the neigh-
borhood. One sold for
$16,425 and the other
for $15,995.  
Both houses featured

oak flooring, kitchen fan,
vinyl tile or linoleum, a
linen closet in the bath-
room, storm widows and
screens, insulated walls
and ceilings, forced air
heating and each were
on lots “AT LEAST 55 feet
wide (their emphasis);
some even wider.” Each
lot was between 130 and

134 feet deep.
And just to make sure

that the point hit home
with Hamtramckans, the
ad noted the lot size was
“almost 2 ½ times more
land area than in most
Hamtramck lots.”
The ad further pro-

moted that the area had
new sewers, city water
connections and paved

streets. And it was “near
everything,” including
several Polish churches.
It’s clear this developer

was aiming at a specific
customer base. And it’s
easy to see its attraction.
Hamtramck is an old
community and even
then its infrastructure
was failing in many ways.
Sewers were a half-cen-
tury old in the 1950s,
and streets routinely
flooded.
All these factors made

it especially attractive for
many people to leave the
city. And they did. By
1990, Hamtramck’s pop-
ulation was about
18,000, which is still not
bad for a city of two-

square miles, but a long
way from its peak.
What has happened

since that ad appeared
could fill a book. But the
latest chapter would read
that Warren is a fine,
strong community -- and
so is Hamtramck, de-
spite its still small lots,
old infrastructure and
cramped conditions.

The fact is buildings
don’t make a community
-- people do.
Those two houses fea-

tured in the ad are still
standing on Cunningham
Street between Ryan and
Mound and the neighbor-
hood looks pretty good.
Whether they are still at-
tracting Hamtramckans
is not clear.
You can find out more

about Hamtramck’s past
at the Hamtramck Histor-
ical Museum, 9525 Jos.
Campau. Hours are 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday and by ap-
pointment. Call (313)
893-5027.

plate tab.
• At 1:30 p.m. a per-

son was arrested for
reckless driving.
• The owner of a build-

ing in the 11600 block
of Mitchell reported his
tenant stole his refriger-
ator.

Sunday, July 12
• At 2:30 a.m. a De-

troit man and woman
were arrested for loiter-
ing in the area of Circle
Dr. and Grand Haven
after refusing to leave
the area.
• At 5:30 a.m. a resi-

dent reported the theft
of his 1999 Honda Civic
while it was parked in
the 9500 block of Co-
nant.
• At 6 a.m. a resident

flagged down officers
and handed over a male
puppy, possibly a Ger-
man Shepherd. The dog
was taken to the West-
land Humane Society.
• At almost 8 a.m. a

Hanley man reported
that while intoxicated

and passed out near his
residence, someone
stole his wallet and cell
phone from his pocket.
• A Lehman resident

reported someone beat
him with a gun.
• A Warren woman re-

ported that while driving
southbound on I-75, sev-
eral males threw rocks
off of the Commor over-
pass and damaged her
car.
• A Faber resident

was arrested after as-
saulting his tenant.

Monday, July 13
• A Trowbridge resi-

dent reported finding a
knife in her front yard.
• A woman said she

was assaulted by an-
other woman whose
sons assaulted her kids
near Keyworth Stadium.
• A Detroit juvenile

was arrested for commit-
ting several felonies.
• A Klinger resident

was ticketed for operat-
ing a garage sale without
a city permit.

Moving on out

This 1954 newspaper ad was designed to draw people from Hamtramck.


