
3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100
Volume 10   No. 52

December 28, 2018

50¢

Like 
Us On:

www.hamtramckreview.com • e-mail news@thehamtramckreview.com

Quick Hits

3236 Caniff St. • Hamtramck 48212

— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck’s first

homicide of the year
happened early Sun-
day morning.

According to
sources, at about 2
a.m., outside of My-
Hookah Lounge
(11435 Jos. Campau),
a lone gunman shot
three people.

One of the victims
died and two are
being treated for in-
juries.

Police declined to re-
lease further details,
including the identi-
ties of the victims, be-
cause the case is still
being investigated. 

Police Chief Anne
Moise told The Review
that the suspect has
not been appre-
hended. She said no
other information
about the suspect can
be released at this
point.

Michigan State Po-
lice are also helping
out.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call
the Hamtramck Police
Department at (313)
800-5280.

According to online
reviews of the lounge,
customers rave about

HEATING &
COOLING

11647 Jos. Campau

313892-2122

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air 
Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

Family Owned & Operated Since 1964

Chicken

& Waffles

$699

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$699
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm

Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

OPEN

New Year’s Eve

CLOSED

New Year’s Day
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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400GENERICS30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

By Charles Sercombe
Now that 2018 is

about to take a bow, it’s
time to look at what
made the news.

As usual, there was
plenty to talk about.

This week we’ll review
the first six months of
the year. Next week, we’ll
follow up with the re-
mainder of the year.

January
The year started out

with a look back at what
was the “Newsmaker of
the Year” for 2017.

It was a story about
what we called a “phe-
nomenal comeback.”

And that was the Ham-

tramck Public School
District.

Not only had the dis-
trict climbed out of a

$6.5 million budget
deficit and turned that
into an $8.1 million sur-
plus in recent years, it
also expanded.

For many years the dis-
trict had to shed build-
ings as it struggled to
rebuild its student body
count in the face of com-
petition from a dozen or
so charter school op-
tions available to par-
ents and students.

But the tide turned.
More and more par-

ents found out that char-
ter schools, in many
instances, had much
less to offer and re-
turned their kids back
into the traditional public
schooling system.

The district boasted of
having 3,326 students
enrolled, up from 2,834
just four years ago.

The regrowth hap-
pened so rapidly that the
district found itself in the

unique position of need-
ing more classrooms. An
opportunity came knock-
ing when a local charter
school closed and the
building it was in be-
came available.

It took skillful negotia-
tions, but the school dis-
trict managed to snag
the building, which also
happened to have histor-
ical significance to the
community. The former
Tau Beta building on
Hanley once served
Hamtramck’s rapidly ex-
panding Polish immi-
grant community back in
the 1920s.

At the Tau Beta Center,
immigrants were taught
how to assimilate into
their new country.

Many old-timers have

fond memories of the
building. 

This rebirth came

under the guidance of
Superintendent Tom
Niczay and the School
Board.

Asked how the district
managed to make this
dramatic turnaround,
Niczay said it all had to
do with sacrifice and de-
termination.

“The turnaround is be-
cause of a supportive
Board of Education who
work together extremely
well,” said Niczay. “Their
decisions are based on
what is best for the dis-
trict as a whole.”

As for the financial
comeback, Niczay was
quick to credit the dis-
trict’s chief financial offi-
cer, Sherry Lynem, and
her staff. 

Helping out, too, were

school employees, in-
cluding teachers, who all
had to take a financial
cut to see through the
rough times.

“We were extremely
happy to make up lost
wages and unfreeze
salary steps during the
most recent contract ne-
gotiations,” Niczay said.

For many readers Janu-
ary started out with a
shock – as in higher-
than-usual water bills.

One business received
a bill for over $70,000.
That business took a
wait-and-see position
until the city decided
what to do about collect-
ing.

Others had a more im-
mediate reaction

Homeowner Sabur
Ghazi received a bill for
$10,000 for his two-fam-
ily house on Danforth. 

“I thought I was going
to have a heart attack,”
Ghazi told The Review.

So what was going on?
The bills were the re-

sult of new devices being
installed throughout
town. According to the
new reading devices,
many households re-
ceived bills in the past
that did not correctly
transmit their actual
water use.

In other words, the old
meters were recording
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SAM’S MARKET
2303 Commor at Fleming St. • Hamtramck

(313) 365-9693 Sale Dates: 
Dec 28-Jan 3

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 8am-8pm • NEW YEAR’S DAY 10am-8pm

WIC

Cucumbers

4/$1or 59¢ ea.

LB.

Keys Made 
$2 each

Polish Kielbasa
$399

Tomato, Chicken Noodle,
Cream of Mushroom
Campbell’s Soup

$110.75
Oz.

3 Pack Newport
Cigarettes

$2075

Frank’s Red Hot
Original

2/$823 Oz.
or $4.99 ea

+ tax

Leg Quarters
$599
Onions

89¢

10 Lb. bag

3 Lb. BagLB.

Stew
Beef

$399

All Varieties
Our Family Milk

$269
GallonFriendly’s Ice Cream

10/$106 oz.

Maxwell House 
Coffee

$899

Cool Ranch or
Spicy Doritos

2/$6

Cheetos

2/$68.5 Oz.

Skinless, Boneless
Chicken Breasts

$169
LB.

All Flavors
Lays Chips

2/$67.75 Oz.

Apple, Cherry
or Peach Pies

$499
Dean’s Country
Fresh Ice Cream

3/$109.75 Oz. 1 Lb. 8 Oz. 1.5 Qt., $3.99 each

210 Cups

The Hamtramck Public School District enjoyed a huge
boost in 2017, which was our “Newsmaker of the Year.”
The district’s student enrollment continued to increase,
which prompted school officials to purchase a building –
the former Tau Beta Community Center.

An arctic blast ushered in 2018. 



the correct amount used,
but the device that elec-
tronically sent that infor-
mation to the city was
faulty and underreporting
actual usage.

City officials eventually
came up with a solution
on how to charge home-
owners and businesses:
They had to pay only 40

percent of the past due
owed.

But still, many have
continued to grumble
about their bills.

If the new water bills
didn’t bum you out, an
arctic blast of cold cer-
tainly did.

According to the Old
Farmer’s Almanac, which
some dismiss as a
bunch of hocus pocus,
the bitter cold would –
and it did -- continue
along with heavy snow-
fall. It was all due to the
low number of sunspot
activity, plus some other
factors the book did not
reveal.

According to actual sci-

ence, the blame went to
the El Nino winds for last
year’s unusual cold snap
– and yes, more snow
was predicted, and in-
deed it came.

The city asked for pub-
lic feedback on what to
do with the historic Ham-
tramck Stadium. An
Open House was held at

the public library where
the public was given an
update on the stadium’s
condition and what reno-
vations will be required.

A $50,000 grant from
the National Park Service
funded a study on what
renovations are needed
at the old ball park.

The stadium is consid-
ered historic because of
the unique role it played
in baseball history. The
stadium was built in the
1930s to serve the
Negro National League,
during a time when
African-Americans were
not allowed to play in
Major League Baseball.

The stadium was

specifically home to the
Detroit Stars. Legendary
players like Satchel Page
and Norman “Turkey”
Stearnes played there.

The stadium was used
as late as the 1980s, but
then was abandoned and
left to rot and decay. It
wasn’t until several years
ago that its historical sig-
nificance was discovered.

We asked Mayor Karen
Majewski, who was start-
ing her fourth term, what
were some of the chal-
lenges facing Hamtramck
in the coming years.

(Spoiler alert: We are
still facing these chal-
lenges.)

Here is what she said:
“Finances continue to

be the biggest challenge.
Obviously, we face some
huge long-term expenses
-- our pension obligations,
deferred maintenance on
our streets and alleys,
our inadequate sewer
system. No surprise
there. 

“Deferred maintenance
of many of our commer-
cial buildings is also prov-
ing a serious deterrent to
outside development.
This will be part of the
challenge facing -- and
signals the need for -- a
reinvigorated economic
development depart-
ment.”

FEBRUARY
The Hamtramck Public

School District had noth-
ing but good news to re-
port at its State of the

District presentation.
Superintendent Tom

Niczay and his staff went
through a number of ac-
complishments and

goals to about 50 resi-
dents, teachers and dis-
trict employees who
gathered at the Ham-
tramck High School Com-
munity Center.

Financially speaking,
the district boasted of a
$9.5 million budget sur-
plus. 

But the district’s Direc-
tor of Finance, Sherry
Lynem, warned that there

was talk in state and fed-
eral government to slash
school aid in the coming
years, which would re-
quire dipping into that
surplus. Plus, she said,
the district’s student en-
rollment could dip at any
point, which would fur-

ther reduce the budget
cushion.

Because of this finan-
cial threat hanging over-
head, Lynem said the

district had to “resist the
urge to spend.”

“Things can change
very quickly,” she added.

The district also en-
joyed a yearly increase in
student enrollment,
partly as a result in re-
cent years of an influx of
refugees fleeing war-torn
Yemen. There were a lit-
tle over 3,000 students
in the district.

Out of that total enroll-
ment, over 2,000 of the
students speak a foreign
language.

That language barrier
has long been a chal-
lenge to the district.
School officials have
beefed up the number of

teachers – now standing
at 25 -- who specialize in
teaching English.

Greg Kowalski, which
one book reviewer
dubbed “The Hemingway
of Hamtramck,” re-
mained as busy as ever.

He not only worked a
full-time job in West
Bloomfield’s city hall, but
was  -- and remains --
also chairman of the
Hamtramck’s Historic
Commission and Director
of the city’s Historical
Museum.

On top of all that, he
has been chronicling
Hamtramck’s history in
book form for the last
several years. He was
celebrating the recent re-
lease of his 12th book:
“They Drank to That:
Bars, Beer and the Beat
of Hamtramck.”

It focuses on the city’s
bars, which goes back
decades.

There is no shortage of
colorful characters who
have frequented Ham-
tramck’s famous – and
infamous – watering
holes.

Go to the city’s Histori-
cal Museum and grab a
copy. It’s fascinating
reading.

The city’s search for a
new city manager hit a
huge snag.

Some 39 people had
applied to be Ham-
tramck’s next city man-
ager.

But only three met the
city’s charter require-
ments, and only one was
recommended to inter-
view for the job.

That was the result of a
search performed by a
private company called
GovHR USA. The city
council and mayor were
presented with the find-
ings at a special meet-
ing.

The lack of candidates
to interview led to some
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Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov 
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

In observance of the
Christmas and New year
Holidays the Hamtramck
Public Library will be
Closed to the Public De-
cember 24-January 1. We
will re-open Wednesday
January 2nd.  We apolo-
gize for any inconven-
ience this may cause. At
this time we would also
like to wish everyone a
Joyous and Safe Holi-
day!!!

Mike’s Computer
“Help!” Series for Sen-
iors - FREE 2-Hour Semi-
nar Demonstration,
Tuesday, January 8, 1:00
p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Mike’s
Books Available. Regis-
ter early to ensure a
seat!) Computer Got You
Downright Frustrated?
Author Mike Wilson will
use his “senior-friendly”
HELP! BOOK and help
older adults understand
(in basic terms) com-
puter features, the Inter-

net, and Windows 10
software. He will demon-
strate basic word pro-
cessing, virus programs,
using apps, transferring
cell phone pictures to a
computer, saving files,
keyboard shortcuts &
more! Don’t miss it!

2019 FREE TAX SERV-
ICES - IF YOUR ANNUAL
HOUSEHOLD INCOME IS
LESS THAN $54,000!
Monday, February 4-
March 25, 10 a.m. - 4
p.m. Closed February
18th and March 18th,
2019 Call (313)388-
9799 or (734)284-6999
for an appointment.

City Wide Poets - Are
you a writer? Join City-
wide Poets, Every Tues-
day from 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. Free + Open to
all teens. Sessions
Begin October 9th. For
more information, please
contact justin@insideout-

detroit.org or visit
www.insideoutdetroit.org

ABCmouse.com - Now
available at the Ham-
tramck Public Library.
ABCmouse.com is a free
digital learning resource
for children ages 2-8+
with more than 8,500
Learning Activities and
850 lessons, ABC-
mouse.com is the most
comprehensive early
learning curriculum avail-
able online. Ask your li-
brary staff for more
details

Michigan Activity
Pass - The pass will en-
able Library card holders
to obtain a one-time free
entry into any Michigan
State park or recreation
area, and free entry into
over 100 participating
cultural institutions.  Ask
at the circulation desk
for more details.

For more information about events at the library call (313) 733-6822, 
or visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you can also access

the online catalog. The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...
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CLOSED
New Year’s

Day

Mayor Karen Majewski started her fourth term in office.
She talked with The Review about the upcoming chal-
lenges facing the city.

Hamtramck historian and author Greg Kowalski published
another book on the history of the city. His latest book fo-
cuses on the city’s lively bar scene throughout the years.

Paczki Day was another successful celebration.



anguish among coun-
cilmembers. A sugges-
tion was made to rewrite
the charter require-
ments.

Even the search firm,
GovHR, said the city char-
ter’s requirements “sig-
nificantly hindered the
opportunity to vet addi-
tional candidates for the
city manager position.”

Seven of the candi-
dates who applied
worked in executive posi-
tions in cities and coun-
ties with populations of
over 100,000.

Hamtramck’s charter –
at that time -- required a
candidate to have been a
city manager or assistant
city manager for at least

three years in a commu-
nity with a population of
at least 10,000.

Councilmember Anam
Miah was the only coun-
cilmember to vote
against interviewing the
lone candidate because
he said the city first
needs to change the
charter.

“We should fix this,
even if it puts the
process back a little bit,”
he said.

As it turned out, the
council did interview that
candidate, the former city
manager of Sterling
Heights, Stephen
Duchane.

Despite his impressive
experience, the council
later rejected him to fill
the position.

Instead, the council
began the process to
change the city charter
requirements. There is
more to come to this
story in the ensuing
months ahead.

Hang on, it turned out
well.

Baby it was cold out-

side, but Hamtramck’s
yearly party, Paczki Day,
was one hot ticket.

Thousands of partygo-
ers once again roamed

our streets to get their
yearly pastry treat and
then hit our bars where
live bands played from
early morning to late at
night.

Considering the
amount of alcohol that
was consumed, it was
once again a safe day.

This year, but the way,
Paczki Day comes a little
later in the year, on
March 5.

The Hamtramck Histor-
ical Museum kept chug-
ging along at high speed,
even in the snowy dol-

drums of winter. Here are
some of the triumphs
and future goings-on:

The museum, located
at Jos. Campau and Nor-
walk, continued to un-
dergo a significant
facelift. 

Praise went out to the
Painters & Allied Trades
District Council 1M.
Gone were the unpleas-
ant aqua walls left be-

hind by the building’s
prior tenant, and the cen-
tury-old tin ceiling was re-
stored by the work crew

as well.
Also, thanks went out

to Mostek Paint and
Glass, which put in all
new energy-efficient win-
dows at the back of both
floors of the building. And
getting into the helping
mode were two dozen
volunteer electricians, in
town attending a national
union conference for the
International Brother-
hood of Electrical Work-
ers (IBEW), who finished
a rewiring job.

Thanks to them the en-
tire building was fully up
to code. 

MARCH

The month of March, it
has been said, comes in
like a lion.

It certainly did.
Just days after a state-

appointed Receivership
Transition Advisory Board
decided to end it over-
sight of the city’s fi-
nances, the Michigan
Department of Treasury
announced that local
control was fully returned
to Hamtramck.

In other words, the city
was “released” from re-
ceivership. 

The state stressed that
the main goal for the city
was to have financial sta-
bility. The city now had a
budget surplus of $6.5
million.

“Today marks an impor-
tant achievement for
Hamtramck residents,
the city and all who have
contributed to moving the
city back to a path of fis-
cal stability,” said State
Treasurer Nick Khouri in

Friday’s press release. “I
am pleased to say the
city is released from re-
ceivership.”

The city had been
under state oversight
since 2014. That’s when
an emergency manager
was appointed to take
control of the city. Emer-
gency Manager Cathy
Square stayed for 18
months and then ap-
pointed a city manager to
take over.

After two years, that
manager’s employment
contract was not ex-
tended and instead city
department head Kathy
Angerer took over control
as acting city manager.

That status would later
change to a more perma-
nent one.

The annual Hamtramck

Music Festival was a cel-
ebration of the city and
much more, wrote our
City Life columnist Walter
Wasacz.

Here is what he had to
say about another wildly
successful festival:

“With all due respect to
the over 100 bands that
performed at last week-
end’s Hamtramck Music
Festival: it was not about
you.

“The place and the
people in it are what mat-
ters in the end. This is
the story that needs writ-
ing, telling and re-telling.
Spread the word, Ham-
tramck: the story is
about us.

“The city finds itself in
a unique position at the
intersection of geogra-
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Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 96 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

December 30 - Solemnity of 
the Humble Shepherds Youth 

Mass 9 am
January 1 - Solemnity of the 

Circumcision of our Lord Mass 10 am 
January 12 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$850
Men’s Cut

$950

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year - 

health, happiness and prosperity.
Pastor Fr. Janusz Iwan and Parish Staff

Christmas Season 2018
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • 313-891-1520

www.ourladyqueenofapostles.com

Monday, December 31
New Year’s Eve Mass, Polish & English (added) ....................9:30 am

Tuesday, January 1
New Year’s Day, Solemnity of Mary - Mass ..........................11:00 am

Saturday, January 5 - Mass (English) ..................................5:30 pm

Sunday, January 6
Epiphany of the Lord Mass ..............English 8:00am, Polish 9:30 am
Blessed chalk and Incense available

Email address: qofaparish1917@gmail.com
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Black History Month was celebrated at the Hamtramck
Historical Museum.

The yearly Hamtramck Music Festival continued to ex-
pand.

Major improvements continued at the Historical Museum,
thanks to free union labor.

Despite his impressive credentials, Stephen Duchane, the
former city manager of Sterling Heights, was passed over
for Hamtramck’s city manager position.



phy, history, the here and
now and what is yet to
come. 

“Hamtramck is, by its
lived-in, frayed-around-
the-edges nature, the
ideal public reception
center for art, music,
dancing, conversation,
food, fun -- all the human
activity that makes the
world go round. 

Anecdotal evidence
also suggests more peo-
ple walked from venue to
venue at this year’s festi-
val. The streets were as
alive as the indoor
spaces that hosted the
musicians, DJs and fans.
There was electricity in
the night air, inside and
out. We shout out a big
hooray to that.”

n
A night dedicated to

African-American history
in Hamtramck turned into
a celebration of song,
food and fellowship at
the Hamtramck Historical
Museum.

The event was standing
room only. But it was bet-
ter to stand while listen-
ing to a choir sing
traditional hymns often
heard at neighborhood
church services. 

Museum director Greg
Kowalski talked about
the deep roots the black
community has in Ham-
tramck, citing that migra-
tion from southern states
began in the 1800s, then
swelled when auto facto-

ries like Dodge Main
were built in the first
decades of the 20th cen-
tury.

There were slides of
African American leaders
on both the village coun-
cil and the first city coun-
cil in 1922; police
officers and detectives;
and members of the
school board. Another
source of pride men-

tioned was the current
renovation of Hamtramck
Stadium, where Negro
League games were
played in the 1930s.  

Kowalski pulled no
punches in describing
the history of discrimina-
tion against blacks in the
city, including an over-40-
year legal battle won by
plaintiffs displaced from
a southend neighbor-
hood in what the city ar-
gued was an urban
renewal project. Black
residents said it was

more about “Negro re-
moval.”

The final slides of the
program had simple but
powerful messages, in-
cluding these: “Yet (all)
that was not enough to
tear the fabric of Ham-
tramck, (which) has re-
mained a strong
community that in many
ways is better than it has
ever been. We are to-

gether as a community.
Hamtramck is home for
all of us.”

n
Hamtramck High

School students joined
students nationwide in a
walkout during a school
day.

The event, called a
“controlled walkout”
lasted for 17 minutes –
one minute for each per-
son killed a month earlier
at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida.

It was there that a for-
mer student came into
the school and killed 17
students and adults with
an assault-styled
weapon.

The purpose of the
walkout was two-fold: to
push lawmakers to adopt
gun control laws and to
memorialize those who
died in Parkland.

Hamtramck students
massed around the high
school’s flagpole, with
some students holding a
poster with the name and
photo of each person
killed in Parkland.

Mahnaz Begum, an
11th grader, spoke at the
gathering, saying that
since the 1999
Columbine school shoot-
ing, 122 students have
died in gun massacres.
(According to FBI statis-
tics, the number is actu-
ally higher at 144.)

“Why are we still having
this problem?” Begum
asked. “How many lives
have to be lost before
gun laws are changed?”

Begum added that
teenagers have easy ac-
cess to guns.

“It’s time to take a
stand and use our
voices,” she said. “We
stand with Parkland. Do
you?”

That message was rein-
forced the following week
when a Hamtramck High
School student was ar-
rested for phoning in a
threat to “shoot up the
school.”

School officials said
the student wasn’t really
going to shoot people.
The student made the
call, they said, because
the student “didn’t want
to go to school.”

Acting City Manager
Kathy Angerer wasted no
time in starting to re-
shape her administration
now that the state has
returned local control.

The first adjustment
she made was replacing
the city attorney. She in-
troduced a resolution to
replace John Clark with
Jim Allen.

Allen was no stranger
to the city. He had been
in and out of city hall for
the last several years. He
originally came on board
when Tom Jankowski was

mayor in 2005.
His legal team was let

go when a state-ap-
pointed emergency man-
ager took control of the
city.

The appointment of
Allen caused a rift be-
tween Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski and her allies on
council, Ian Perrotta and
Andrea Karpinski. Allen
has been a political sup-
porter of Majewski.

The mayor supported
Allen’s return, while Per-
rotta and Karpinski in-
stead favored bidding out
legal services.

“It just seems to me if
we’re going to spend this
much money, we should
go for a bid,” Karpinski

said.
She also added that

hiring Allen “seems like a
backroom deal.”

Majewski defended the
hiring, saying Allen has
expertise in a couple of
city-related issues, such
as establishing guide-
lines to allow medical
marijuana dispensaries
to operate here and put-
ting a closure to the city’s
decades-old housing dis-
crimination lawsuit.

The resolution to hire
Allen passed with Karpin-
ski and Perrotta being
the only councilmembers
who voted in opposition.

APRIL
Despite the state re-

cently saying Hamtramck
was in good financial
shape and deserved to
have local control re-
stored, Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski says there are still
some issues.

In an interview with
WDET-FM reporter Amy
Miller, Majewski said the
city will need to “dip into”
its $6 million budget sur-
plus. 

She blamed that on the
state’s handling of city fi-
nances when it was
under the supervision of
emergency managers.
Majewski said despite

the legal power emer-
gency managers had,
they failed to “solve the
structural problems” that
have plagued the city. 

The main “structural”
challenges, she said, are
rising pension and med-
ical benefit costs. The
issue of pension costs is
a problem most Michigan
communities are facing.

The state attempted to
address the pension
issue when the emer-
gency manager left her
post three years ago by
assigning consultants to
help the city manager. 

That city manager, Kat-
rina Powell, told The Re-
view that the consultants
said they could not solve

the problem. State legis-
lators and the governor
have also failed to work
out a solution for cities.

With a new city attorney
on board, city officials
prepared to tackle a zon-
ing question that had
been long delayed.

Medical marijuana dis-
pensaries have been
legal for several years,
but Hamtramck officials
refused to take up a
needed, critical step in al-
lowing them to operate
here.

To be specific, the city
had to come up with a
zoning law that desig-
nates where the dispen-
saries can operate and
how many licenses to op-
erate can be issued.
Without those items in
place, no dispensaries
can open up.

According to officials,
there were several would-
be operators waiting in
the wings to open up.

This issue took a num-
ber of twists and turns
during the year. Stay
tuned, you’ll read in part
two of our year in review
what happened.

Hamtramck was of-
fered a helping hand
from the state.

Gov. Rick Snyder came

Continued on page 5
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9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,

Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Angel Wings (Chruściki), Kolaczki, Assorted 

Coffee Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), 

Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, Kremówka 

(Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, 

Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg

bread with Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)

Closed Monday, New Year’s Eve and 
Closed Tuesday, New Year’s Day

Don’t Forget Your Favorite Kowalski Meats for the Holidays!

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 
(4 Types)

Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm  
Sunday: 10am-4pm
Call for Extended Holidays Hours

9601 Joseph Campau St
Hamtramck, MI 48212
(313) 871-8080
www.srodek.com

WE SHIP
NATIONWIDE!

Happy 
New Year

Szczęśliwego
Nowego 
Roku!

Part one of our annual ‘Year in Review’… Continued from page 3

Gov. Rick Snyder visited the city to announce a partner-
ship to help spur economic development here.

James Allen was appointed once again as city attorney.

Hamtramck High School students joined a nationwide stu-
dent “walk out” to protest school shootings.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

No matter how many
times we say this, in
doing our annual “Year
in Review” we are
amazed how much
news comes out of this
little town.

Hamtramck may be a
small city, but we pack
a punch.

We are honored to
bring you the news
each week, and we look
forward to another year

reporting on the issues
of the day.

This yearly review
also gives our staff a lit-
tle time off during the
holiday season. This
downtime allows us to
recharge our batteries
and gear up for what
will be another lively
year ahead.

This week we present
the first six months of
2018, and follow up

next week with the last
six months.

We hope you enjoy
the read.

And once again,
thank you readers and
advertisers for your
support. We hope the
new year brings you
happiness and good
health. 

See you again in
2019!

Hamtramck may be small but
it kicks out plenty of news 

By Walter Wasacz
This column, which is

about walkable discovery
and adventures close to
home, took on new
themes in 2018: urban
mobility, public safety
and the future.

Those themes are con-
nected. They begin with
getting out to see Ham-
tramck and surrounding
Detroit neighborhoods
with fresh eyes, and
keeping an open heart
and mind while doing it.

The outcome I aim for
is helping influence pro-
gressive changes for the
better. Most of these are
basic and simple: plenty
of models for positive
growth are out there. I
believe we can find them
together by communicat-
ing what we want and
need in columns like this
one. 

For this year-end re-
view, I've cobbled to-
gether some of the best
of my adventures and
discoveries over the past
12 months. To complete
the story I encourage all
readers to get out on the
streets and discover the
value of this place for
themselves: nothing
would please me more
than if Hamtramck were
to become a city filled
with local advocates, ac-
tivists and future influ-
encers.

Early in 2018 I wrote
about expanding our
community vision as
Hamtramck's centennial
approaches in 2022 (the
township was formed in
1798 and became a vil-
lage in 1901 before it
was incorporated as a
city in 1922). 

It’s time to ask our-
selves the question:
what will we do in 2022?

Whatever is planned
must include all the peo-
ple who live here now
and others who make

Hamtramck their destina-
tion tomorrow. This is a
special place with a rich,
complicated history, an
active present and a fu-
ture of vast potential.

Everyone is welcome
here: to live, work and
play, free to build a life as
they choose. This is a
fundamental tenet of
Hamtramck city life that
we must all respect and
protect, another theme I
want to explore in 2019. 

Later in the year I wrote
about Belmont and Gal-
lagher, what I called “one
of the trickiest intersec-
tions in the city.”

This section of Gal-
lagher is a heavily-used
pedestrian corridor:
shoppers and students
use it daily. It's an open
secret that motorists
often speed down this
street, endangering walk-
ers, runners, cyclists and
other motorists. 

In that column I asked
everyone to ponder just
what Hamtramck is to
each of us, what it is be-
coming and what it can
be. People come and go,
but the public environ-
ment built over 100
years ago remains, is in
demand by investors who
see their future here.
Slow down, I wrote, that
future is coming fast.

The question is: how
do we all help shape
community life for the
next 100 years?

(A few months after
that column appeared
the city installed stop
signs at his intersection,
a good beginning in ad-
dressing our motor and
pedestrian traffic is-
sues.)

At the November meet-
ing of the Hamtramck
Board of Education I was
invited to do a short pres-
entation on pedestrian
and motor traffic safety.

My message? 

School children in
crosswalks are in peril
from motorists - many of
whom are picking up stu-
dents from schools like
Dickinson East Elemen-
tary -- that do not yield or
stop as pedestrians (of
all ages) cross at corners
like Edwin and Gal-
lagher.  

I asked the question:
why do so many parent-
motorists feel the need
to pick up their children
from school in a commu-
nity ideally made for walk-
ing? And another: how do
we make it cool to walk
or ride a bike to school in
a walkable town like
Hamtramck?

My summary? 
It will take a collabora-

tive effort between city,
school and community
leaders and residents to
solve what I believe to be
Hamtramck’s most criti-
cal public safety issue:
how drivers of motor ve-
hicles share the road
with everybody else. 

After the meeting Su-
perintendent Thomas
Niczay asked if I would
be interested in moderat-
ing a town hall regarding
traffic safety. Yes, I said,
let's do it. We are work-
ing on scheduling a pub-
lic meeting in the new
year to discuss problems
and solutions.

The idea is to create a
community mindset that
makes public safety for
all of us, from the
youngest school children
to elderly shoppers, the
highest priority.

Hamtramck native Wal-
ter Wasacz writes about
walkable discovery and
adventures close to home
for The Review.

City life: The year that was

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an ad today.

(313) 874-2100

to town with Lt. Gov.
Brian Calley to announce
that Hamtramck would
be part of his Project Ris-
ing Tide program.

The program was de-
scribed by the state: 

“The Rising Tide proj-
ect supports vibrant,
thriving communities to
attract business invest-
ment and talent by creat-
ing a sustainable path
toward economic stability
and growth.”

Snyder was joined by
some of his top adminis-
trators and key Ham-
tramck community
leaders at the Polka Dot
Café to talk about what
the state can offer Ham-
tramck. It was stressed
that it will be administra-
tive resources.

What it won’t be, Sny-
der said, is the state cut-
ting the city a check.

Snyder said he consid-
ers small cities to be the
“backbone” of the state,
and it’s a matter of: “How
can we help you, help
yourself?”

Not everyone wel-
comed Gov. Rick Sny-
der’s visit to Hamtramck,
though.

Waiting for the gover-
nor’s arrival was Angel
Salatrik, who lives across
from where Snyder and
city officials were meet-
ing. On the front of her
house was a giant ban-
ner that said: “Rick Sny-
der Poisons Kids!”

The sign was in refer-
ence to the Flint water
crisis that occurred
under Snyder’s adminis-
tration.

There were also
smaller signs, one of
which said: “Liar.”

Salatrik said she
thought the sign made
an impact and that many
in the city agree with her.

“I think a lot of the

council and mayor agree
with it, but can’t say any-
thing.” Salatrik said. 

City officials hoped to
widen their choices on
who becomes a city man-
ager in Hamtramck.

At a special city council
meeting, the council
unanimously agreed to
change the city charter
requirements for those
seeking the job as a city
manager.

But that change in the
charter would have to
wait for voters to weigh in
on it. Voters later did
favor the change.

The former requirement
called for a candidate for
the job as city manager
to have held that position
-- or as assistant city
manager -- for at least
three years in a city with
a population of at least
10,000.

City officials had com-
plained those require-
ments are too steep and
have prevented candi-
dates who have similar

experience but not the ti-
tles from being consid-
ered for the job.

The new requirements
are:

“In addition to the re-
quired qualifications of
the city manager pro-
vided elsewhere in this

charter, any city manager
hired shall have the fol-
lowing qualifications: a
minimum of three years
experience as a chief mu-
nicipal administrator, as-
sistant chief municipal
administrator, or equiva-
lent governmental experi-
ence, and be the holder
of a degree from an ac-
credited college or uni-
versity.

“These qualifications
may be waived by a three-
fifths vote of the council
and mayor upon consid-
ering other qualifications
of any candidate for such
position.”

Councilmember Anam
Miah applauded the pro-
posal, saying “it gives us
the flexibility to hire a
qualified person.”

MAY
Customers at Bumbo’s

Bar, located at Holbrook
and Mitchell, were the
victims of a predatory
towing company.

Customers who parked
at the CVS parking lot at
night found their cars
had been towed.

One night five tow
trucks from a Detroit
company called Break-
through Towing were

Part one of our annual
‘Year in Review’… Cont. from page 4

Continued on page 6

Robert Kennedy’s visit to Hamtramck in 1968 was remem-
bered.
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

3257 Yemans
Single-family 

hardwood floors
and extra high

ceilings

$49,900

NEW!
11593 

Lumpkin
Single family

home

$99,900

11387
Moran,

multi-family,
$124,900

11518 Nagel
Large, single

family or 
multi-family
$119,900

Vacant Land
8902 Joseph
Campau,

Hamtramck 
$70,000

PENDING!

1416 
Gardenia Ave.,
0.12 acres, 
Royal Oak 
$134,900 -
NEW
PRICE!

Sell Your Home for Top Dollar!

2922 
Carpenter,

Brick 
Commercial

building, 
$299,900

3398 
Holbrook

Single Family

$124,900SOLD
!

NEW!
2265 

Norwalk 
Multi-family or

large single fam-
ily, full basement, 

2-car garage

$89,900

12092
Mitchell
$79,900

Multi-
Family

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Call (313) 874-2100

WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second
Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Mid-
town Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all resi-
dents and businesses west of Jos. Campau
and north of Holbrook.

Coming events

the owner and atmos-
phere.

“Best hookah in De-
troit! We came all the
way from Toronto and the
owner couldn’t be nicer.
We were treated to some
amazing flavors and  a

great time,” said Pyal
Hossain.

The last homicide in
Hamtramck was in 2015
when a man was found
shot to death in his
home on Prescott.

No arrest yet in
shooting
Continued from front page

lined up waiting to hook
up cars and tow them
away.

In some instances pa-
trons at the bar were
alerted before their car
was towed out of the lot
and for about $250 they
could pay the tow driver
to unhook the car and
allow them to park some-
where else.

For those who were not
lucky enough to catch the
tow driver before leaving
the lot, it cost them any-
where from $400 to
$500 – in cash only – to
retrieve their cars from
the tow company’s lot.

The tow company has
two signs on the back
wall of the parking lot
and one on the fence sur-
rounding the CVS dump-
ster stating that those
who park in the lot who
are not doing business at
CVS will get their car
towed at any time.

But as it turned out,
the manager of CVS said
he was unaware of the
signs and had not author-
ized Breakthrough to op-
erate there.

The signs were eventu-
ally taken down and the
tow company went away.

The election season
was off and running.

As expected the open
races for state represen-
tative and state senator
for Hamtramck were
crowded.

In the 4th District State
Representative race, in
which incumbent Rose
Mary Robinson was
being termed out, 14
Democratic challengers
filed and one Republican
candidate was also on

board.
Robinson’s son, Isaac,

was seeking to follow in
her footsteps and keep
the position in the family.

Spoiler alert: He won
the election.

There were five Ham-
tramck residents running
for the office, including
City Councilmember
Saad Almasmari, who
was still in his first term
on council.

Councilmember Anam
Miah was also seeking to
climb up the political lad-
der by seeking to be-

come the new state sen-
ator in the 2nd District,
which includes Ham-
tramck.

In the state representa-
tive race the following
residents were running:
MD Rabbi Alam, Justin
Jessop, Michele Ober-
holtzer and Syed Rob.

In the race for state
senator, Councilmember
Miah and Hamtramckan
Abraham Aiyash were
among the 12 candi-
dates seeking the job.

As it turned out, Adam
Hollier, a former assis-
tant to State Sen. Bert
Johnson, who resigned
because of a felony con-
viction, won the election.

Also facing election for
the first time was Ham-
tramck 31st District
Court Judge Alexis Krot,
who faced off with chal-
lenger John Fitzgerald
Gorniak, an attorney who
had recently moved into
the city.

Krot had been ap-
pointed to the position by
Gov. Rick Snyder after
Judge Paul Paruk re-
signed. She eventually

won.
The year 2018 marked

the 50th anniversary of
Bobby Kennedy’s visit to
Hamtramck. Hamtramck
historian and author Greg
Kowalski looked back at
that day:

“Kennedy’s trip to Ham-
tramck in 1968 elated
his supporters. He was

in the running for presi-
dent, and he carried a lot
of momentum just by
being a Kennedy, the
brother of John F.
Kennedy who himself
had been slain by an as-

sassin five years earlier.
And both brothers had
visited Hamtramck, John
having been here in
1960 shortly before
being elected president
and again after the elec-
tion.”

Just weeks later,
Kennedy was gunned
down in Los Angeles.

Hamtramck Public
School teachers had
their own version of a
“walk-out” one morning.

For months students
across the country

Part one of our annual ‘Year in Review’… Continued from page 5

Continued on page 8

• We accept most 
insurance policies

• Our prices are very 
competitive

• We carry a large selection 
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional
pharmacy 

serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist

Breakthrough Towing found out that you don’t mess with
Hamtramck.

Public school district teachers held a “walk in” to protest
cuts in financial aid from the state.
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Small, 1 BR upper, Nor-
walk bet. Brombach and
Lumpkin. Kitchen, bath,
living room, washer/dryer,
window A/C. Fully fur-
nished, $520/mo. in-
cludes heat, electricity,
water. Contact Leo at
lkniffel@sbcglobal.net. 

Share an apartment at
3618 Caniff, all utilities in-
cluded, $450/mo., + de-
posit, 313-434-9759. 1/11

Warren, Michigan 586-
209-6445. 1/18

3 bedroom, 1 bath, fin-
ished basement, corner
lot, 1 mile from downtown
Hamtramck, 13424
Dwyer, $900/mo., 248-
6619. 12/28

4 bedroom, 2 bath, all
brick corner lot, 1 mile
from downtown Ham-
tramck, 12941 Dwyer, De-
troit, $900/mo.,
248-561-6619. 12/28

Hamtramck, 1 bedroom,
all utilities included, no
pets please, $500/mo.,
586-438-9999. 12/28

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full base-
ment, 2 car garage, turn-key
house, $125,000, 248-
879-2521, ask for Pete.

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/1
8

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any 

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in 
all phases of 

Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,   

Plumbing, 
Heating, 
Sewer 

Cleaning & 
Excavation. 

Service • Installation • Repairs

Fast Same Day Service 

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF
New clients only. Not to be 

combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

Benefits include:
• Top Pay    • Insurance
• Vacation   • Holiday Pay

1
2
/3

1
/1

8

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Dec. 11-17.
Tuesday, December 11

• A Latham St. resident
reported his car window
was intentionally dam-
aged.

• At almost 2 a.m. the
driver of a silver Chevy Im-
pala fled from officers at-
tempting to make a traffic
stop.

• A resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for driving without a li-
cense (with 12 previous
convictions of this offense)
and being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested after a traffic stop
for possessing crack co-
caine and obstruction.

• An assault was re-
ported.
Wednesday, December 12

• At almost 3 a.m. a Ye-
mans St. resident reported
a person they know shot
several rounds into their
home.

• A Moran St. resident
reported someone at-
tempted to steal his vehi-
cle.

• A resident was ar-

rested after a traffic stop
for driving without a li-
cense (with six previous
convictions of this of-
fense).

• A highly intoxicated De-
troit resident was found on
the ground in the 9200
block of Jos. Campau. The
person was treated at De-
troit Receiving Hospital
and ticketed for being pub-
licly intoxicated.
Thursday, December 13

• A resident in the
12000 block of Klinger St.
reported the theft of their
catalytic converter.

• A highly intoxicated De-
troit resident was found in
an alley in the 3300 block
of Comstock St. The per-
son was treated at Detroit
Receiving Hospital.
Friday, December 14

• A resident in the
12000 block of Lumpkin
St. reported that a suspect
stole a package off of their
porch.

• A Detroit resident re-
ported the theft of their
1999 Dodge van with the
Michigan license plate
DVU38723 while it was
parked in the area of Can-
Continued on page 8

5th Avenue Cleaning Co.
Professional Commercial

Cleaning

Specializing in:
Restaurants • Schools

Daycare Centers • Offices
Bars/Nightclubs

House/Apt Move-in/outGary Habucke
(313) 693-0707

Keeping Your Business Clean is OUR BUSINESS

CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE
FOR RENT

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!
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FOR RENT Get Yourself 

NOTICED!
Place an ad today.

(313) 874-2100
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Let Our Service
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Call Dave  
(313) 874-2100



8 Hamtramck Review Phone (313) 874-2100                                               Friday, December 28, 2018

Our Services:
• Teeth Whitening
• Extractions
• Root Canal (Therapy)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures
• 

& Clear Braces

9433 Jos Campau
Call Today for 

an Appointment
(313) 638-2966
All insurance accepted 

including Medicaid

Special Offer

$250
Lifetime 

Zoom 
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Whitening

Special Offer

$55
Teeth

Cleaning
Includes 

consultation, exam
& necessary x-ray

Refer 4 New 
Patients, Get

FREE
Teeth Cleaning
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Gift Card
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• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes 
• Honey or Rum Babka 

• Assorted Cookies 
• Chrusciki 
• Kolackzi 

• Halka 
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls 

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:
Closed

Sunday, Dec. 30
Monday, Dec. 31,
Tuesday, Jan. 1
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Wednesday,
Jan. 2, 6am

staged peaceful “walk-
outs” to protest school
shootings.

Instead of walking out,
Hamtramck teachers
held a “walk-in.”

Teachers, who were
also wearing red in soli-
darity with a national
movement called #red-
fored, said it was a
protest of state funding
to school districts.

“It’s in support of our
district,” said Jamie
Jankowski, a math spe-
cialist at Dickinson East
Elementary School.

Teachers at Dickinson
gathered at the school’s
entrance just before stu-
dents arrived in the
morning and walked
around the building to
the Edwin St. entrance.

Michelle Cook, the
president of the teach-
ers’ union, said Ham-
tramck does not receive
proper funding.

“While there are many
issues that our members
care deeply about, today
we want to shine a spot-
light on the chronic un-
derfunding of our public
schools,” Cook told The
Review.

Cook said that accord-
ing to the School Finance

Research Collaborative,
the cost to educate a stu-
dent in this state is

$9,590 per student each
year.

Hamtramck receives
$7,631 per student.

Cook added that the
base cost to educate stu-
dents goes up for at-risk

students (who cost an
additional 35 percent)
and those who do not
speak a foreign language
(costing 35 to 75 percent
more).

Hamtramck is a unique
district compared to the
rest of the state. Out of
over 3,000 students en-
rolled here, more than
2,000 speak a foreign

language as their first
language.

JUNE
Hamtramck’s monthly

recycling program was in
doubt.

The city’s Recycling
Commission warned that
the drop-off program held
on the second Saturday
of the month would end
after Aug. 11. 

The commission said it
there was a shortage of
volunteers to keep the
program running.

There had been an on-
going interest among res-
idents to have curbside
recycling.

But city officials said
that getting a company to
perform curbside recy-
cling is not possible.
That’s because recycled
items no longer produce

an income for compa-
nies.

As it turned out, the
monthly drop-off program
did end. City officials are
still working on a plan to
bring back recycling.

Hamtramck’s alley re-
pair program has begun
its second year.

The city’s alley repair
project was underway.

Work began on ripping
up and repaving the alley
on the west side of Co-
nant, from Evaline to Nor-
walk.

Other portions of alleys
along the westside of Co-
nant were also sched-
uled for repair. On Jos.
Campau, alleys on the
west side of the street
were slated for repair in
early July.

The project cost almost
$600,000. The city
dipped into its budget
surplus to pay $200,000
of that bill.

“This is a good use of
the fund balance,” said
Acting City Manager
Kathy Angerer in refer-
ence to using budget sur-
plus money.

The bulk of the money
came from state funding.

Hamtramck’s historic
baseball stadium scored
big with Comerica Bank.

Comerica presented
the Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium with
a $20,000 check at a
luncheon honoring the
legacy of the former
Negro Leagues.

Hamtramck Stadium

was once the homefield
for the Detroit Stars,
which was part of the
Negro League.

The stadium is both on
the National Register of

Historic Places and a
Michigan State Historic
Site. It is in need of
major cosmetic upgrad-
ing. 

The baseball diamond
itself is not in usable
condition, nor are the old
concrete and wooden
stands. The grandstands
originally could hold
8,000 spectators.

The stadium is believed

to be one of only five
known remaining home-
field stadiums from the
Negro League era. 

Comerica Bank devel-
oped a relationship with

the Friends organization
in 2014 when it spon-
sored the historical
marker for the stadium.

“We’re honored to sup-
port this project,” said
Michael T. Ritchie, Presi-
dent of the Michigan
branch of Comerica, “and
we hope our commitment
inspires other organiza-
tions to help preserve
this historic stadium.”

Part one of our annual ‘Year in Review’… Continued from page 6

CULP
Joseph A.

Culp, born
June 17,
1956, a Viet-
nam-era vet-
eran, passed

away peacefully on No-
vember 28, 2018. He
proudly served the coun-
try he loved as a U.S.
Army Combat Engineer
until his honorable dis-
charge in 1977. He was
surrounded by loving fam-
ily and friends in the days
before, and throughout

his passing. 
Joseph enriched the

lives of his family and all
who were fortunate
enough to call him a
friend. He was known for
his unconditional love, ap-
preciation of music and
literature, passion for
sports, and sense of
humor. His huge laugh
and generous smile were
a gift to all who were a
part of his life.

In accordance with his
wishes, Joseph will be
cremated and in lieu of a
funeral, a small private
celebration of his life will

be attended by family and
close friends.

Joseph is survived by
his daughters, Teresa Al-
sumiri and Jennifer
Meador; wife, Rena Culp;
brothers, John and An-
drew Culp; sisters, Joann
Culp and Lillian Carlson
(Culp); granddaughter,
Tawny Culp; grandson,
Joey Culp; great grand-
daughter, Amethyst Rose
Lynn; eleven nieces and
nephews. Joseph was
preceded in death by his
parents, John and Nancy
Culp; sister, Ruth Culp;
brother, Glenn Culp.

iff and Buffalo.
• An Oak Park resident

was arrested in the 2600
block of Holbrook St. for
being disorderly and tres-
passing.
Saturday, December 15

• A resident reported
the theft of their 2017
Dodge Charger Hellcat
while it was parked in the
9700 block of Conant. The
car has a Michigan license
plate of DRV9964.
Sunday, December 16

• The driver of a Chevy
Impala with a Michigan li-
cense plate of BKC293 re-
fused to pull over during a
traffic stop and fled from
officers.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 10300 block
of Jos. Campau for being
disorderly and obstruction.

• Officers assisted an
ambulance crew with a
person found unconscious
in the 9400 block of Co-
nant.
Monday, December 17

• A Moran St. resident
reported someone at-
tempted to break-in
through the back door.

• At about 1:30 a.m. an
agent for a Conant busi-
ness reported a break-in.

• A Southfield resident
was arrested for being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.

Continued from page 7

The summer’s alley repair program returned.

The first step toward improving the condition of the his-
toric Hamtramck Stadium was discussed.

The city’s recycling drop-off center was closed down be-
cause of a lack of volunteers. City officials are still trying
to figure out how to continue the program.


