“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

SAM’S MARKET
(313) 365-9693 WIC

$

2 each

4
9

$

All Cuts
Pork Chops

2075

Polish Kielbasa

2 Liter Pepsi

$ 99

+ tax

2/$
+ dep

3

Single roll 1,000 sheets

Scott Tissue

99¢

each

24-12 Double rolls

3

LB.

Boneless, Skinless
Chicken Breasts

$ 29

2

Tomato, Chicken Noodle,
Cream of Mushroom

Sale Dates:
Dec 7-13

LB.

24 oz.

Cottonelle Milwaukee’s
Bath Tissue Best Beer

$ 99
214.85 sq. ft.

8

5/$
+ tax + dep

5

GENERICS

Make
sure your
heart is
happy
AND
healthy.

See www.sav-mor.com for details.

50¢

Spend $50
on Groceries get
$ 00

5 OFF

Excludes Alcohol & tobacco. 12/7-12/13.

Onions

¢
89
Green Onions
$
1 99¢
Basmati 4/$ 1
Rice

Campbell’s Soup

$ 89

1

LB.

30-DAY SUPPLY*

90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available.

HOURS: Open Daily 8am-8pm, Sunday 9am-5pm

3 Pack Newport
Cigarettes

GENERICS

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • (313) 874-2100
Volume 10 No. 49
Like
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December 7, 2018

2303 Commor at Fleming St. • Hamtramck

Keys Made

$ 00
$ 99

3 Lb. Bag

10.75
Oz.

2 Pack

Cucumbers

Royal

or 59¢ ea.

9 Lives
Cat Food

$

18 99 $199
20 Lb. Bag

4 Pk. 5.5 oz.
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Quick Hits
Freebies at
Wheelhouse
tonight
By Alan Madlane
Those fun folks at
Wheelhouse Detroit (located at 9401 Jos.
Campau) are at it
again, with a full calendar of goodies (meaning, activities) for locals
to enjoy.
First up, they run a
monthly First Friday
“Happy Hour.” That is,
they have snacks and
beer and music and a
charity they partner up
with. This month, it so
happens to occur
tonight, Friday, Dec. 7,
from 5 to 8 p.m., and
the charity partner is
seasonally appropriate
– the Hamtramck Goodfellows.
They will get 10 percent of all sales made
during the evening, on
both merchandise and
consumables.
There is no cover
charge for this event.
Your snacks will come
from Polish Village
Café (more about PVC
in a minute), there will
be Axle Brewing beer
on tap, and Hamtramck
school teacher Blair Arbaugh will be DJing.
Also, if you purchase
over $100 in merchandise or a like amount in
a Wheelhouse gift card,
you receive a $20 Polish Village Café gift
card as well; spend
Continued on page 2

Remembering the painful
birth of the Poletown plant
By Greg Kowalski
It was a Saturday morning when I got a call from
then-Mayor
Robert
Kozaren.
I can’t remember his
exact words, but it was
something like, “This is
really big. General Motors
is going to build a new
factory in and around
Hamtramck that will replace Dodge Main. This is
going to save Hamtramck.”
He was as excited as I
had ever heard him. He
swore me to secrecy and
so for three weeks I sat
on the biggest news story
to hit Detroit – even Michigan – in ages. It was excruciatingly painful to
wait, but ﬁnally he gave
me the go-ahead to run it.
At the time – 1980 – I
was editor of The Citizen
newspaper, the predecessor of The Review, and we
were in a world of turmoil.
Dodge Main had closed
and with it Hamtramck
had lost about one-quar-

The demolition of the former Poletown neighborhood to make way for the GM Detroit-Hamtramck Assembly Plant attracted national media attention. While residents in the neighborhood protested the loss of their houses, the new plant was
a ﬁnancial boon for Hamtramck.
ter of its tax revenue.
The city was on the
verge of a ﬁnancial collapse. That was the greatest crisis Hamtramck has
ever faced and no one
knew what to do.
Journalists had come
from around the world in
the wake of the closing of
Dodge Main to document

City ofﬁcials do not want you to throw garbage out
in this manner. Instead, make sure garbage does not
overﬂow from your trash container and do not put
more than one bag of trash out next to it.

$ 99

6

Gift Certificates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday

From 1910 to 1979 it
was the ﬁnancial foundation of Hamtramck. But
with Chrysler Corporation
itself facing bankruptcy at
the time, it announced it
could no longer afford to
keep the ancient factory
running.
For about a year Dodge
Continued on page 2

City newsletter has helpful
tips and reminders

en
Chick es
& Waﬄ

WE CATER!

the death of an American
city in what had then become known as “The
Rustbelt.”
The state and federal
governments sent representatives in as well to
come up with ways to help
Hamtramck survive the
calamity. Dodge Main had
built modern Hamtramck.
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By Alan Madlane
Hamtramck’s
Fall
Newsletter focused on several issues:
• Reminders about trash
policies and rodent control
measures
• Water meter replacements and water bills
• Snow removal from private walkways and snow
emergency parking policies
• City income tax information
• Police updates include

the establishment of a 12member citizen’s advisory
council to the department
The city’s DPW reminds
residents that trash containers should always be
kept out of alleyways except from 6 p.m. the night
before pick-up through 9
p.m. the night of pick-up.
Lids should be able to
close tightly; do not overﬁll
containers.
One large
item only may be placed
for pick up next to the conContinued on page 4

Police
contract
raises
questions
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck police ofﬁcers have a new employment contract, but not
everyone in the community is pleased.
Why’s that?
While ofﬁcers will enjoy
a bump up in pay (6 percent), there is a clause in
the contract that is causing controversy.
The contract says that
the city administration
has a right to exercise an
option to have ofﬁcers
cross train as ﬁreﬁghters. The city is agreeing
to pay for the training and
give those ofﬁcers who
ﬁnish the training an
extra $1,000 annually.
The contract is good
through 2019.
What has some people
upset is that the crosstraining may lead to
doing away with an independent ﬁre department
and creating a hybrid that
is commonly known as a
public safety department.
In this scenario police
ofﬁcers and ﬁreﬁghters
cross-train for each
other’s roles.
Some
communities
have tried this approach,
and it has been met with
varying degrees of success. In the case of Hamtramck’s
neighbor,
Highland Park, it proved
to be a failure and the
city went back to two independent departments.
But there are ﬁnancial
circumstances
facing
Hamtramck.
GM recently announced
that it will cease production and its Detroit-HamContinued on page 6

Hamtramck Review

2

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, December 7, 2018

Remembering the painful birth of the Poletown plant
Continued from front page
Main – which spanned
135 acres on the south
end of town – sat vacant.
It was a dismal time.
Everyone knew that despite that feel-good public
relations efforts and proposals to redevelop the
city’s ﬁnancial base, in
fact the only thing that
could save Hamtramck
was money. Lots of it. And
that was in very short
supply.
Then came GM.
The company presented
a plan to create a joint
agreement involving the
automaker, Hamtramck
and Detroit. Together they
would acquire a site, clear
every building on it, including tearing up old
water and sewer lines,
and build a state-of-theart auto factory that
would employ thousands.
It was a monumental
task that would require
the demolition of about
1,500 homes and businesses, a hospital (where
my mother worked) and
several churches.
When The Citizen came
out with this story, cover-

ing the entire top of the
front page, the impact
was enormous. What followed was even more incredible.
Almost
immediately Hamtramck,
Detroit and GM were embroiled in a massive legal
and public relations battle
that painted the three as
greedy neighborhood destroyers.
There were protests,
pickets and auto industry
critic Ralph Nader joined
the fray, denouncing the
plan.
At one point I wrote a
guest column for the Detroit Free Press to point
out that while the old Poletown neighborhood was
losing a lot, there really
wasn’t a lot left to lose
there. And Hamtramck
would only have to demolish a handful of homes
plus Dodge Main. And the
new tax revenue would be
a godsend to the city. It
was a fair trade, I wrote.
It took a lot of ﬁerce negotiations and Detroit
Mayor Coleman A. Young
nearly exploded before ﬁnally agreeing to let HamBARBER
SHOP

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.
Men’s Cut
Seniors (60+)

9

8

$ 50 $ 50
Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

tramck tap into the income tax generated by
the workers at the new
plant, but the result is
that Hamtramck ended up
regaining much of the revenue the city had lost with
the end of Dodge Main.
In the months that followed the legal challenges were overcome
and the once-mighty
Dodge factory was reduced to rubble and
swept away. It had been
one of the biggest factories in the world. Today
collectors have only a
handful of bricks and bits
of other memorabilia. And
memories.
This period was one of
the most exciting in Hamtramck’s history. The city
was a ﬂurry of activity as
plans were made and presented, protesters took to
the streets and the city
was awash with visitors
and media from around
the world who came this
time, not to write Hamtramck’s obituary but to
announce its rebirth.
Back then, you didn’t
dare call it “the Poletown
plant.” GM, whose trademark “Mark of Distinction” phrase was twisted
into the “Mark of Destruction,” was extremely sensitive of the Poletown
term because of its relationship to the old demolished
neighborhood.
Today, it’s commonly used
to refer to the plant.
It’s hard to believe now
that the plant is facing
closure. It never did de-

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
M-F 10am-6pm www.AzaalPharmacy.com

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
9834 Conant • Hamtramck DROP OFF

Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

313-872-0021

Call for details

liver all that was promised, but it did make a
huge impact on Hamtramck and Detroit.
And ultimately the plant
may not close. Its future
may actually depend on
contract negotiations between GM and the UAW.
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

here, it is that Hamtramck
survives. It survived the
end of Dodge Main and it
will survive the death of
the Poletown plant, if it actually comes to that.
(Greg Kowalski was editor of The Citizen from
1977 to 1981.)

Freebies at Wheelhouse tonight
Continued from front page
$50 either way and get a
$10 PVC card.
Upcoming dates for
other First Friday Happy
Hours include a Feb.1,
beneﬁt for the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society of
Michigan and on March 1
there will be a fundraiser
for the Detroit Theatre
Collective. There’s not
one in January, due to the
holiday.
If you’re looking for original ideas for the holidays,
consider that Wheelhouse
is choosing one category
of items for price reduction each day now through
Dec. 23.
You can ﬁgure out which
type of item is on the
menu for markdown by
checking their Facebook
or Instagram accounts.
Wheelhouse is also promoting some one-day-only
events this month.
Want to try something
craftsy, but with a twist?
Come on down on next
Friday, Dec. 14 from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m., and for a
$30 materials fee they’ll
show you how to make an
interesting,
unique,
“beautiful and clever”
(they promise) wreath out
of a bicycle wheel. Putting
a new “spin” on it, as it
were?

Once a month, die-hard
bikesters can try to ignore
the elements and participate in a two-hour winter
ride. Next Saturday, Dec.
15, they’re aiming for the
West (Indian) Village area
and the Red Hook Coffee
shop on Agnes St., just
east off Van Dyke, a block
north of Lafayette.
However, they will tailor
the ride’s length of time
and distance to the wants
of those who show up. Be
at the Wheelhouse at 9
a.m. to take part.
They will hold these
brisk forays once a month
into March, visiting a different coffee shop each
time to warm up before
returning to base.
Finally, later that same
day at 2 p.m. there will be

an hour-long class on how
to ﬁx a bike’s ﬂat tire by
replacing a tube.
The class is free, and
it’s usually held every
other week through the
winter months in case you
can’t make this one.
Wheelhouse is offering a
10 percent discount on all
tubes and tools you might
purchase after taking the
class.
It all sounds like the
“wheel deal” to us.

Get Out
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Coming events
WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block
meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior Day Center.
This block club includes all residents and businesses west of Jos. Campau and north of Holbrook.
SATURDAY, Dec. 8, 2-4 p.m. -- Soup Kitchen
at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. Everyone is welcome!

This week at the library...
ESL Class Monday December 10th, 9:00 am
and 12:00 pm
Esl classes are free to
all Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required
ESL Class Tuesday December 11th, 12:00 pm
Esl classes are free to
all Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required
ESL Class Wednesday
December 12th, 9:00 am
and 12:00 pm
Esl classes are free to
all Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.
ESL Class Thursday
December 13th, @ 12:00
pm
Esl classes are free to
all Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

And old wounds never
heal. GM, Detroit and
Hamtramck
took
a
tremendous beating for
what had been done to
the Poletown neighborhood. People still remember. I sure do.
But if there is a lesson

For more information
about events at the
library call
(313) 733-6822,
or visit its website at
http://hamtramck.lib.
mi.us where you can
also access the online
catalog.
The library is located
at 2360 Caniff.
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It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us

Dickinson East Elementary School News
Recently,
Dickinson
East teacher Rahiel
Housey-Johnson received
a mini-grant from Kiwanis
Detroit #1 for 100 books
for her sixth grade class
and the HOPE students.
Each student was able
to choose a book to
keep, such as “Who Was
Ronald Reagan?” and
“Who
was
Gloria
Steinem?” from the popular biography series.
Extra books are now
part of the sixth grade
classroom libraries so
that students can share
them.
Early Childhood Elementary School News
The activity room at the
Early Childhood Elementary was packed with students and parents on
Thursday, Nov. 29, as
Mrs. Nyaeka Seppala,
preschool teacher and
Ms. Janice Rakoczy, ﬁrst
grade teacher presented
a workshop entitled
"Reading Rodeo."
The workshop was a
way to help parents at
home with different reading activities for their children and websites for
reading. Students preschool through second
grade learned ways to improve their reading by
using techniques to remember what they read,
retell what they read and
how to learn the meanings of different words.
Games, songs, websites and resources
where to buy inexpensive
books were shared.
The importance of
Above: Early Childhood Elementary School students
and their parents recently
received tips on improving
reading skills and interest.
Right: Dickinson East
teacher Rahiel HouseyJohnson received a minigrant from Kiwanis Detroit
#1 for 100 books for her
sixth grade class and the
HOPE students.

reading every day to a
child for 20 minutes so
they pick up good reading
habits and language
skills was emphasized.
Mrs. Nyaeka Seppala
read the classic, "The
Mitten" by Jan Brett. She
showed how remembering details, characters
and sequencing in a
book is important for
comprehension of the
story.
Ms. Janice Rakoczy
read the book, "How Animals Keep Warm," an informational book about
animals and their habitats and how they keep
warm in winter months.
It was stressed as children begin to read, that
they learn ﬁctional stories; however, their home
library
should
have
mostly informational text
as they grow older.
Parents read to their
child from a book they
picked out. Each child
not only received a new
book but a cowboy hat,
bandana and snack as
well. It was a fun afternoon on a snowy November day.

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

December 8 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm
December 16 - ANS Sodality Bake Sale following
9 am Mass
December 17 - Mass for people on our Prayer List
7 pm
December 19 - Rorate Mass 7 pm
(Mass for blessing of children)
Mission Committee Annual Toy Drive for
Friendship House - Collecting new, unwrapped toys
and books for children ages 1-16 until December 9.
(No toys with batteries or with a violent theme, please.)

Celebrating 96 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church
Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Call (313) 874-2100

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

Upcoming Calendar:
• December 7 -- End of
Continued on page 6

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

MEET O U R
WOMEN’S HEAL TH
C A R E T EAM

COLENE KLAFT,
PA-C
Certified Physician
Assistant

ELIZABETH ROESKE,
CNM, MSN
Certified Nurse
Midwife

HOMA WENAH,
CNM
Certified Nurse
Midwife

DEIDRA WILLIAMS,
CNM
Certified Nurse
Midwife

Our certified nurse midwives work with women throughout their
life span, including family planning, STD treatment, pregnancy and
delivery care, breast feeding support and routine gynecology care.

We have staff who speak Bengali and Arabic.
Family Medicine • Ob/Gyn
Women’s Health • Lab & Pathology • Autism Services
Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance
For more information or to schedule an appointment,
call (313) 972-9000 or visit henryford.com and select
the ‘Schedule an Appointment’ tab.

HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
Hamtramck
9100 Brombach

(313) 972-9000

Hamtramck Review

4

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, December 7, 2018

Winter Glow ushers in the holiday season
By Charles Sercombe
There is one thing you
can say about Hamtramck’s yearly Winter
Glow:
Brrrrrrr.
Yes, it’s usually a cold
night, but the hot chocolate and good cheer offset the sting of Jack
Frost last Thursday
evening at Zussman
Park.
The campﬁre for the
roast
marshmallow
helped warm up the
hands of a certain photographer.
Highlights of the night
included
horse-drawn
carriage rides (the line
was never-ending), ice
skating on some new-

fangled plastic material,
crafts, Hamtramck Public School kids singing
and a visit from Santa.
(Note to public: Do not
get in the way of a kid
and Santa.)
And, of course, to cap
off the evening there
was the lighting of the
tree.
Scenes from last Thursday’s annual Winter
Glow, held in Zussman
Park.

City newsletter has helpful tips and reminders Continued from front page
tainer. Alleys should be
otherwise kept clear.
These policies are in
part there to stem the potential presence of rats. To
this end, tips include: the
elimination of excess bird
seed on the ground if you

have a feeder; the removal
of any food, especially fruit
and vegetables left over in
gardens or spilled out of
rubbish; the clearing of
weeds, long grass and
other vegetation from your
area of the alley; and the

Wishes You a
Merry Christmas

TWO ONE
FOR

DRINK
PRICES
Join us for Our
During the
month of
December

Christmas Party
Sunday, Dec. 23rd

8850 Jos Campau • Hamtramck • 313-874-5963

removal of any debris
around houses or in alleys
that could provide shelter
to rodents, such as (for example) old mattresses, appliances or tires.
If your water meter has
not yet been upgraded, you
are asked to schedule an
appointment with the DPS
at (313) 800-5233 to do
so. There is no cost for
this upgrade, and bills
could be positively impacted by more accurate
readings. The DPS says
that the entire swap-out
process normally only
takes 25 to 35 minutes to
perform.
Methods of calculating
water bills have been
changed, based on a citywide rate study completed
this past July. Bills are now
based on two factors: the
size of the residential
meter, and usage. Contact
the DPS for further clariﬁcation.
Snow removal is the responsibility of the occupant or owner. If you rent,
you may want to get with
your landlord and make
sure it is understood who

is ultimately responsible
(generally, that may be the
property owner, unless a
speciﬁc wording has been
added to the lease placing
the responsibility on the
lessee).
If there is no actual sidewalk, a path must still be
cleared across grass or
dirt, for example. The responsible party has 12
hours to clear new-fallen
snow; the city does not
specify what minimum
amount must have fallen.
This applies to all properties, residential, commercial or industrial.
In addition to designated
ﬁre routes, during a city-declared snow emergency
parking is also temporarily
forbidden on the city’s four
major
thoroughfares,
speciﬁcally Jos. Campau
between Carpenter and
Hamtramck Dr., Conant between the same, Caniff between Grand Haven and
Buffalo, and Holbrook between St. Aubin and Buffalo.
Hamtramck is one of 22
Michigan
cities
that
charges residents and

Open Mon-Sat 6am-6pm • Open Sunday, Dec. 9, 16 & 23,
10am-4pm and Monday, Christmas Eve 6am-3pm

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chruściki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee
Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey
Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies,
Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg bread with
Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)
Don’t F
Your Fa orget
Kowals vorite
ki M
for the eats
Downtown Hamtramck
Holiday
s!

9833 Jos. Campau

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,
Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

businesses a city income
tax, as well as non-residents who work in the city.
You are required to ﬁle a
return, or a request for extension, by April 30. Speciﬁc questions can be
answered by the Tax Department at (313) 8005233 extension 819,
Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., except during holiday closures.
With cold weather coming early this year, the Fire
Department reminds residents about the safe use
of space heaters. Heaters
should be laboratory
tested and approved models with thermostats and
automatic shut-off functions in case the heater
gets tipped over or overheats.
They should be kept at
least three feet away from
anything ﬂammable, such
as papers or fabrics, and
kept out of the reach of
young children, and kept
from blocking doorways.
Always
plug
space
heaters directly into the
wall, and avoid using ex-

tension cords unless they
are the type speciﬁcally
rated to handle space
heater draws on electricity,
which are normally very
high. Don’t plug more than
one in per two-hole outlet.
Place them on solid, ﬂat
services, and always unplug them when leaving
the house or before retiring
to bed.
Finally, Police Chief Anne
Moise is in the process of
creating a Chief of Police
Advisory Council, and is
currently considering applications for 12 potential
volunteer community members to be part of it.
It is hoped that the council will help implement an
improved strategy for the
department to communicate more efﬁciently with
city residents and businesses.
That’s it for now – have a
great “fall” (such as it was;
did it even really come this
year?) and get ready to get
cozy (however you do) for
the long Hamtramck winter
ahead.

A professional
pharmacy
serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist
• We accept most
insurance policies
• Our prices are very
competitive
• We carry a large selection
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
City is in no position to
say ‘no’ to new businesses
Without a doubt, if GM
follows through on ceasing production at its Detroit-Hamtramck
Assembly Plant – known
as the Poletown Plant –
Hamtramck will be in a
ﬁnancial crisis.
GM is mincing its
words on what will happen to the plant, saying
it’s not being closed,
but merely work there
will cease by June of
next year.
The plant’s future, GM
says, depends on how
negotiations go with its
UAW workers.
In the meantime, insiders have told us that
its closure is a done
deal.
Well, we will all see.
This warning gives city
ofﬁcials time to ﬁgure
out a plan on how to
keep the city going with
the loss of $850,000 to
$1 million a year we get
from the plant. As

Looking good… Have
you noticed the holiday
decorations and lights at
city hall?
If not, check it out. You
can thank Hamtramck
resident Bob Straske of
BCL Contractors for doing
a great job.
Also, a big hand goes
out to the organizers of
this year’s Winter Glow,
which gets better and better each year.
Now if only we could do
something about the bitter cold.

Mayor Karen Majewski
recently said, it will take
“creative” thinking.
No matter what, it will
likely require a major
budget change.
We will pick up on this
thread down the road,
but the thing that struck
us immediately is the
city can’t afford to say
“no” to new businesses.
Case in point: city ofﬁcials bowed to an outcry
from about 100 residents who vehemently
opposed allowing the
sale of medical marijuana to happen here or
even allow grow facilities from operating.
The city was considering a set of ordinances
that would allow those
businesses to open -but only in restricted
areas.
Opponents
claimed it would lead to
an increase in crime
and that marijuana

Woodward Throwbacks
will once again open its
doors to host a huge holiday shopping and party
night.
We went last year and it
was a blast.
On hand will be local
vendors and crafts folk
selling some really highquality items.
And unique – perfect for
ﬁnding a one-of-a kind gift
for that picky friend or relative we all have.
There will also be
paczki, beer and entertainment.
Woodward Throwbacks,
located in the former Gar-

would eventually get in
the hands of minors.
We have a feeling
these same folks would
prevent the sale of alcohol if that issue were
ever to come up for a
vote.
Instead of Hamtramck
enjoying a minor tax
windfall from the sale of
legal marijuana, Detroit
will likely get that business – leaving us behind.
The sale and growing
of medical marijuana
are tightly controlled by
the state, and even getting a license from the
state is no easy – or inexpensive – endeavor.
In light of the city possibly losing a huge
chunk of change from
GM’s Poletown Plant,
it’s time to revisit the
medical
marijuana
issue.
We can’t afford to say
no.

rity Dodge Dealership on
Jos. Campau and Casmere, is a fascinating
store by itself, featuring
many handmade wood
items and all sorts of furniture and shelving.
And the folks there are
really friendly and helpful.
The event goes from 6
to 11 p.m. Also, they are
asking for a $1 donation
that will be given to Hamtramck’s
Friendship
House, which supplies
food and other items to
several hundred needy
families.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

Holiday shopping… On
Dec. 15 – next Saturday –

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

(313) 365-5240
$895

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz
&
Wilk
Funeral
Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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Letters • Letters
Hamtramck needs to welcome
the Christmas spirit
I would like to ask a
question: Where is Christmas in Hamtramck?
I drove Joseph Campau
one evening and all I saw
was
darkness.
The
snowﬂakes on the light
poles are very generic
and say “winter” but not
Christmas.
Where is the city Christmas tree?
When and why was the
decision made to discontinue it?
I realize that there are
other faiths that live in
the city, but there are still
three active Catholic
churches in the city, not to
mention other Christian
denominations. We are
asked to respect all
faiths, but Christianity
seems to get lost in the

mix.
Last year on a Christmas special on Channel 2
one of the reporters,
Roop Raj, who is of Indian
descent and grew up in
Troy, told a story of his
youth.
Even though he is
Hindu, every year his father bought and decorated a Christmas tree.
One year when Roop
asked why they do that,
his father replied: “The
world
is
celebrating
Christmas and it is important for us to celebrate
with the world.”
I know of many Jewish
families who celebrate
both Hanukah and Christmas. Why is there no
Christmas in Hamtramck?
There is enough dark-

ness in the world today,
and Christmas is a
chance to bring some
light into the world. I am
certain that I am not the
only resident who feels
this way.
Many people come to
Hamtramck during the
Christmas season, and I
am sure they are surprised that there is no
hint of the Christmas
spirit anywhere, except for
the Polish Art Center and
CVS Pharmacy where decorations and cards have
been out since October.
What would it take to
bring some brightness to
the city?
Merry Christmas,

CONNER

Bessie Conner passed
away peacefully in her
sleep with her best
friend, Edward Conner at
her side. Besides her
beloved and devoted husband, she leaves to
mourn her passing, six
children; 23 grandchildren; 24 great-grandchildren; four great-great
grandchildren; a brother
and two sisters.
Visitation is Friday, December 7, 2018 from 9

a.m. to 9 p.m. at the
James H. Cole Funeral
Home Main Chapel, located at 2624 W. Grand
Blvd. Detroit, MI 48208.
The funeral service will
be held Saturday, December 8, 2018 at 11 a.m.
at Corinthian Baptist
Church located at 1725
Caniff Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212. Interment will be at Elmwood
Cemetery in Detroit, MI.

Bessie Mae
Stephens
Conner, 96,
died November 28, 2018.
Mrs. Conner was born
November 7, 1922 in
Columbus, Georgia. She
was the second of seven
children born to the
union of James Louis
and
Carrie
Belle
Stephens. Mrs. Conner
graduated in 1941 from
Hamtramck High School.
In 1942, she married the
love of her life, Edward
Conner. In 76 years, they
never spent a night
apart. Starting in 1942,
she was employed at the
Packard plant; and then
the Chrysler Corporation,
retiring in 1991.

Mary Urbanski
Hamtramck

— Memoriam —

Odell Wright
September 26, 1952 –
December 17, 2017
Always loved,
Never forgotten,
Forever missed.
Love, love, Marie

See what the archeological
dig turned up
By Greg Kowalski
After
months
of
painstaking digging in
sometimes awful weather,
the students of Krysta
Ryzewski’s Archeological
Field Methods class at
Wayne State University are
ready to present their ﬁndings to the public.
The students have been
working on the site of the
old Hamtramck Village Hall
on Jos. Campau and
Grayling streets since September, carefully digging up
the soil to ﬁnd hints of the
past.
The block-long site also
housed the notorious Nut
House bar, a house, shops
and miscellaneous smaller
buildings. All have been
gone for decades, but the
soil holds mementoes of
the past.
The students will show
and explain what they have
found at a presentation
12:30-3:30 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 10, at the Ham-

Wayne State University archeological students recently
performed a dig at a former municipal site on the
southend. Their ﬁndings will be revealed this Monday
(Dec. 10) at the Hamtramck Historical Museum.

tramck Historical Museum,
9525 Jos. Campau.
The public is invited to
see what they found. Don’t
expect any gold bars or
skeletons (except some
animal bones) but the students did unearth hundreds of items, including
ﬂoor samples, bottle
shards and other objects.
Each item gives an insight
into the past.
Ryzewski’s class was the
ﬁrst ofﬁcial, documented

archeological dig done in
Hamtramck. After the presentation, the items will be
placed on display at the
museum in an exhibit designed and archived by a
WSU student involved in
the dig.
The dig was a cooperative effort between WSU
and the Hamtramck Historical Museum.
(Mr. Kowalski is the director of the Hamtramck Historical Museum.)
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Police contract raises questions A breakdown
Continued from front page

tramck Assembly Plant,
known commonly as the
Poletown Plant, which
could possibly lead to a
complete shutdown.
That would mean a loss
of $850,000 to $1 million annually for Hamtramck.
On top of that, it is
feared that Wayne County
will walk away from its
county jail located in
Hamtramck once its new
downtown facility is completed in a few years.
That would be a loss of
about another $1 million
annually.
“We have no other options at this point,” said
City Attorney James Allen
in regard to starting
cross-training.
But even before last
week’s unexpected announcement was made
about the Poletown Plant,
City Manager Kathy Angerer told The Review previously that the costs of
funding a police and ﬁre
department is “unsustainable.”
That’s because a federal grant that had been
subsidizing the salaries
of ﬁreﬁghters -- about
$2.3 million per year – for
the past several years
may not be available, or

will be scaled back.
The city’s ﬁre department’s budget is $3.3
million a year.
Mayor Karen Majewski
underscored that having
police ofﬁcers cross-train
is just an “option” – not
a done deal on establishing a public safety department.
It has also been
pointed out that Hamtramck ﬁreﬁghters participated in over 800 runs in
2017 in a special mutual
aid agreement with Detroit and Highland Park.
To the surprise of
some, less than 100 of
those runs actually involved a call in Hamtramck. In other words,
the majority of work being
performed by Hamtramck
ﬁreﬁghters is in Detroit
and Highland Park.
That has begged the
question of how balanced
that agreement is and
what the eventual cost
will be from the wear and
tear of Hamtramck’s
trucks and equipment.
There are other options
for providing ﬁre service,
but nothing that city ofﬁcials have talked about
publicly. One would be to
ask voters to join a ﬁre
authority with East Pointe

and Hazel Park, who already have a joint agreement. That would also
require voters in those
two communities to allow
Hamtramck to join –
which would be challenging politically, to put it
mildly.
Other options include
scaling back the department’s fulltime force and
ﬁlling in the other positions with part-timers.
Or, the city could just
contract with Detroit to
take over the service.
For many residents, the
only option that is acceptable is for an independent Hamtramck Fire
Department.
Just how the city would
continue to fund it,
though, has yet to be answered.
Rachel Renee Srodek
spoke out against crosstraining in a Facebook
post.
“I am so disturbed and
disgusted with Hamtramck’s administrators
they want public safety in

our city, they want to get
rid of our ﬁre ﬁghters,”
Srodek said.
She added: “Is it just to
save a dollar in the pockets of the administration?
Because
it’s
obviously not saving me,
as a homeowner and
business owner anything.
I will lose my insurance.
It’s hard to even get an insurance company to insure living in this city now
and if we go to public
safety, I will bet you that
no insurance company
will cover us.”
At last Tuesday’s city
council meeting, the police contract was approved,
with
only
Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski, the sister of
Srodek, opposing.
Karpinski said that she
couldn’t support the contract because the concept of cross-training
should
have
been
brought up months ago
so the council could fully
discuss it.

on the salaries
of firefighters
By Charles Sercombe
Back in July The Review published a story
on the cost of salaries
of the ﬁre department.
At that time, most of
the department was
comprised of veterans.
And as can be expected, the longer an
employee works, the
costlier they become.
The total cost of
salaries is about $2.3
million.
In a review of the department’s
2017
salary breakdown, here
is what we found out
via a Freedom of Information Act request:
Seven were paid in
the $90,000 range a
year. Another four were
paid over $80,000,
seven were in the
$70,000 range, two
were
paid
over

$60,000, ﬁve earned
over $50,000 and two
were
paid
over
$30,000, while one
was new on staff and
worked only part of the
year brought in over
$11,000.
The highest-paid ﬁreﬁghter earned a little
over $99,000 a year.
This review does not
include all the ﬁreﬁghters.
Hamtramck’s department also has a work
schedule where ﬁreﬁghters work a little
over two weeks out of
the month. Their work
days are around the
clock with sleeping
quarters on the second
ﬂoor of the ﬁre station,
locate at Caniff and
Mackay.

Continued from page 3

progress report period
#2.
• December 13 -Progress Report #2 distributed.
• December 22-January 1 -- No school. Winter Break.
• January 2 -- School
resumes.

2635, or check out the
2018
Fall/Winter
Brochure. Follow us on
Facebook for the most up
to date information:
www.Facebook.com/H
amtramckRecreationDepartment
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

Recreation Department
News
For more information
give us a call (313) 892-

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Call (313) 874-2100

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

A HUD
Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
— Dr. Myron Lederman —

Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger

11387
Moran,
multi-family,
NEW PRICE!
$124,900

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes
• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience
In Area
House
Calls

M-T-Th-F 9am-4pm • W - Sun closed
Sat - 9am-2pm
Please call for appointment

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

Medicare
Covered
Diabetic
Shoes

2922
Carpenter,
Brick
Commercial
building,
$299,900

Sell Your Home for Top Dollar!

Vacant Land
8902 Joseph
Campau,
Hamtramck
$70,000
PENDING!

11518 Nagel
Large, single
family or
multi-family
NEW PRICE!
$119,900

3257 Yemans

NG
I
D
N
PE

Single-family
hardwood ﬂoors
and extra high
ceilings

$49,900

!

NEW!
27881
Sylvan,
Warren

G!
N
I
D
PE N

Brick Ranch,
3 bedrooms,
1.5 Baths

G!
N
I
D
PE N

3398
Holbrook

Single Family

$124,900

$134,900

1416
Gardenia Ave., 12092
0.12 acres,
Mitchell
Royal Oak
$79,900
$134,900 MultiNEW
Family
PRICE!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

NEW!
11593
Lumpkin
Single family
home

$99,900
leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

Hamtramck, 2403 Danforth, 2 br. upper, living rm.,
1 bath, $600/mo. + deposit, 313-712-6021. 12/7

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

New Al-Baraka, call 313366-0500 or 202-6642756.

2935 Belmont, 2 br.
upper, living room, large
kitchen, 1 bath, remodeled, new appliances,
313-529-1881. 12/7
Beautifully remodeled, 1
br. lower, $600/mo., security deposit, parking in
back, washer/dryer hookup, 313-590-1000. 12/21

Phone (313) 874-2100

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an ad today.

HOUSE
FOR SALE

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full basement, 2 car garage, turn-key
house, $125,000, 248879-2521, ask for Pete.

HOUSE
FOR RENT

3 bedroom, 1 bath, finished basement, corner
lot, 1 mile from downtown
Hamtramck,
13424
Dwyer, $900/mo., 2486619. 12/28
4 bedroom, 2 bath, all
brick corner lot, 1 mile
from downtown Hamtramck, 12941 Dwyer, Detroit,
$900/mo.,
248-561-6619. 12/28

(313) 874-2100
Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Tuesday, November 27
• A Yemans resident
turned in property that
belonged to her mother.
The resident told ofﬁcers
she no longer wanted the
items.
• A resident in the
3000 block of Evaline reported a theft.
Wednesday, November
28
• A Detroit resident
was arrested after a trafﬁc stop for driving without a license and having
never applied for a license.
• At about 12:30 a.m.
a Commerce Twp. resident was arrested in the
2300 block of Caniff for
assaulting an ofﬁcer, indecent exposure, possessing
an
open
intoxicant in public and
obstruction. A Detroit
resident was also arrested for indecent exposure, possessing an
open intoxicant in public

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Hamtramck, 1 bedroom,
all utilities included, no
pets please, $500/mo.,
586-438-9999. 12/28

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Nov. 27-Dec. 3.

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!
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and obstruction.
• A Prescott resident
was arrested for trespassing.
• A resident reported
someone stole their
debit card and charged
$700 to their account.
• A Detroit resident
was arrested at Detroit
Metro Airport for being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.
• A Detroit resident
was arrested after a trafﬁc stop for being wanted
on a Hamtramck warrant.
• A resident in the
9500 block of Gallagher
reported the theft of their
2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee, with a Michigan license plate of DFT5655.
• A Warren resident
was arrested after a trafﬁc stop for being wanted
on a Hamtramck warrant.
Thursday, November 29
• A resident in the
2300 block of Neibel reported the theft of their
2002 Toyota Rav4 with
the Michigan license
plate of DDF6833.
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

We specialize in
all phases of
Air Conditioning,
Freon Charge,
Plumbing,
Heating,
Sewer
Cleaning &
Excavation.

Financing Available
• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck
Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured
• Residential & Commercial

PAINTING
6/30/13

Fast Same Day Service
Service • Installation • Repairs

IN “VINCE” ABLE
PAINTING

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

Not to be combined with any other offer.

5th Avenue Cleaning Co.

$

20

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

Beneﬁts include:
• Top Pay • Insurance
• Vacation • Holiday Pay

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
12/31/18

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

CLEANING SERVICES

www.waterworkplumbing.com

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

FREE

Labor on Any
Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job
Installation or Repair

12/31/18

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

313-365-4913

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

10% OFF

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

Vince

Ask for Frank

Owner

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Free Estimates

Located in Hamtramck

Curtis Gibbs

Professional Commercial
Cleaning

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

POWDER COATING

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Gary Habucke

Specializing in:
Restaurants • Schools
Daycare Centers • Offices
Bars/Nightclubs
House/Apt Move-in/out

(313) 693-0707

Let Our Service Directory
Do the Work For You!
Call Dave
(313) 874-2100
Keeping Your Business Clean is OUR BUSINESS

12/23 & 30:
'INTER-RELIGIOUS
CELEBRATION OF THE
BIRTH OF JESUS.'
— The public is welcome —

For more information, contact
Lawrence Ventline, 989 582 0520.
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Special Offer
9433 Jos Campau
Call Today for
an Appointment

(313) 638-2966
All insurance accepted
including Medicaid

• At a little after midnight an Oak Park resident was arrested for
driving without a license
after causing a trafﬁc accident.
•Ofﬁcers alerted the
Fire Department of two
cars parked in in the
9700 block of Conant
that were on ﬁre.
•A Detroit resident was
arrested for driving without a license, possessing
narcotics and driving with
improper license plates.

•A business in the
11900 block of Conant
reported receiving hangup phone calls for the
past two months.
•A Detroit resident was
arrested for driving without a license, having an
improper license plate
and being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant. The
driver had been ticketed
for driving without a license 16 previous times.

• Teeth Whitening
• Extractions
• Root Canal (Therapy)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures
•
& Clear Braces

$

250

Lifetime
Zoom
Teeth
Whitening

$

55

Teeth
Cleaning
Includes
consultation, exam
& necessary x-ray

Refer 4 New
Patients, Get

FREE

Teeth Cleaning

$

or

30

Gift Card

nt

Continued from page 7
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Special Offer
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Tues: 10am-6pm • Wed: 10am-6pm
Friday: 8am-1pm • Sat: 4pm-8pm

Friday, November 30
•A person was found
on the ground in the
2400 block of Hewitt.
The resident was cited
for being disorderly and
taken to Detroit Receiving Hospital for being
highly intoxicated.
•A Detroit resident who
has a record of being arrested for driving without
a license 52 times was
arrested for the same offense and for driving with
an open intoxicant.
•A resident in the
2400 block of Faber reported the theft of their
vehicle. Upon further investigation it was discov-

ered that Detroit police
had impounded the car
when it was found to be
stolen.
•An agent for a business in the 9600 block
of Jos. Campau reported
the theft of a stack of
payroll checks.
•A resident was arrested at a business in
the 12100 block of Conant for being disorderly
and trespassing.
Saturday, December 1
•At almost 2 a.m. the
driver of a Ford Crown
Victoria ﬂed from ofﬁcers
during an attempted trafﬁc stop.

•A resident reported
that while his car was
parked in the 8800 block
of Conant, someone
broke into it and stole
items.
Sunday, December 2
•A Saginaw resident reported work property was
stolen from her vehicle.
•A resident in the
2000 block of Yemans
reported a break-in and
the theft of several
items.
•A hit-and-run accident
that injured a pedestrian
happened at Caniff and
Dyar. The suspect was
driving a 2010 GMC Ter-

rain, gray in color, with a
Michigan license plate of
CDV1937.
Monday. December 3
•At about 1:30 a.m. a
Detroit resident was arrested after a trafﬁc stop
for driving with an improper license plate, having an expired license
and providing false information about his identity.
•A resident was struck
by a car while crossing
Caniff at Mitchell. The
resident was treated for
injuries at Detroit Receiving Hospital.

Library inducts this year’s
Hall of Fame members
By Charles Sercombe
It’s been a gala year for
the Hamtramck Public Library.
This year is its 100th
anniversary.
That birthday made this

year’s induction of Library
Hall of Fame members
extra special.
A celebration dinner
was held a few weeks ago
in the basement of St.
Florian Church.

The dinner had to be
moved at the last minute
from PNA Hall when it was
discovered that the hall’s
dishes were missing.
(Editor’s note: This is
Hamtramck, it’s supposed
to be: “Who stole the
kishka?”)
Dinner organizers were
able to scramble and ﬁnd
a new gathering place.
The church basement is
used annually for its soup
festival and the yearly
Strawberry Festival.
Inducted this year were:
Mayor Karen Majewski,
Vera Burk, Hamtramck
Public Schools Superintendent Thomas Niczay
and Cynthia Cervenak.
This year’s Library Hall of
Fame included (from top
to bottom): Mayor Karen
Majewski, Vera Burk,
Schools Superintendent
Tom Niczay and Cynthia
Cervenak. That’s Ray Bittner (on the left) and former Hamtramck 31st
District Court Judge Paul
Paruk ﬂanking the inductees.

Here's an easy-peasy way to support
Detroit Friendship House When You Shop at Kroger!
Their Community Rewards Program will donate a percentage of your grocery bill to Detroit Friendship House as long as you register your Kroger Plus
card online at www.kroger.com.
Here's how:
Once you go to kroger.com, sign in or create an account, follow the Savings
& Rewards tab (look at the tabs across the top) to the Kroger Community
Rewards dropdown box. Choose "I'm a customer" box and type Detroit
Friendship House in the search ﬁeld. When it appears click the enroll button.
Easy-Peasy, Right?
After that, every time you shop, just swipe your Kroger Plus card and it automatically donates to Friendship House.
Then put on your biggest smile of satisfaction, knowing you are not only
a smart shopper, but a compassionate shopper as well!
I’m so proud of you!
Thanks for your support,
Cathy Maher

10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

313-872-1988
`

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake
• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies
• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka
• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi
• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls
• Cheesecakes

