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It’s tax time.
Hamtramck Treas-

urer Joy Gargano sent
us a reminder that win-
ter property taxes are
due next Friday, Feb.
15.

Also, Feb. 28 is the
last day to pay 2018
property taxes at the
city. After that, delin-
quent taxes get trans-
ferred to Wayne
County. 

And speaking of
taxes, it’s also income
tax season.

Income taxes for
2018 are due April 15.

Need to work up
some deductions? If
so, there is a worthy
cause right here in
Hamtramck that could
use donations.

The good folks at
Friendship House sent
out this email blast re-
cently. Here is what
they have to say:

“Want to donate to
Detroit Friendship

Chicken

& Waffles

$699

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$699
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm

Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for aSmoothie!

Try Our 
Famous
Ribs

Continued on page 2

Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$799

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400GENERICS30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

Continued on page 4

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300
H Fast Same Day ServiceH

We specialize in all phases of 
Furnaces &  Boilers, Plumbing, 

Heating, Sewer Cleaning & Excavation.

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

10% Discount
Labor on 

Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,

Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Celebrating
50 Years of

Service!

By Charles Sercombe
According to a national

study on pedestrian
safety, Michigan has
some terrible drivers.

The “Dangerous by De-
sign” report published by
Smart Growth America
says Michigan is the
19th-worst state when it
comes to pedestrian
safety.

According to the report,
from 2008 to 2017
there were 1,409 pedes-
trian deaths in the state.
The worst parts of the
state are in Detroit, Dear-
born and Warren.

Florida, home to sen-
iors who perpetually
keep their turn signals
on, not surprisingly has
the most dangerous driv-
ers in the nation. 

While Hamtramck has
not experienced a pedes-
trian death in years,
every week we have sev-
eral crashes, hit-and-
runs, and, yes, vehicles
hitting pedestrians.

A number of years ago,
a state insurance study
ranked the intersection
of Holbrook and Jos.
Campau as one of the

Detroit area is one of the worst
for pedestrian safety 

Continued on page 3

By Charles Sercombe
It’s been a couple of

months now since the
city OK’d a new police of-
ficers’ contract that pays
officers to cross-train as
firefighters.

Despite the offer to
pay for the training and
$1,000 extra per year in
salary, not a single offi-
cer has taken up the
offer.

Why?
Department policy

does not allow officers
to talk to the media with-
out permission, but one
officer did confide with
The Review that he
doubted anyone would
take up the offer.

That’s because, he
said, there is little sup-
port among officers to
transition into a public
safety-styled department
where police officers
double as firefighters.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer said the contract
clause “is an option, not
a mandate.”

The public safety de-
partment model has
generally not worked well
over the years in other
metro communities.

So far,
no takers
police offer

SAM’S MARKET
2303 Commor at Fleming St. • Hamtramck

(313) 365-9693 Sale Dates: 
Feb. 8-14

HOURS: Open Daily 8am-8pm, Sunday 9am-5pm

WICKeys Made 
$2 each

Idaho Potatoes
2/$5

All Varieties
Arbor Mist Wine

2/$8

3 Pack
Newport
Cigarettes
$2075+ tax

Chicken 
Leg Quarters

$699
Pork Chops

$199

All Varieties
Our Family Milk

$269Gallon
Domino Sugar

2/$54 Lb. Skinless, Boneless
Chicken

$199

Tender Beef Stew
$439LB.

Miller High 
Life Beer

$89912 Pk Bottles+ Tax + Dep

5 Lb. 

Maruchan Ramen
Noodle Soup

4/$13 oz.

All Varieties
Milwaukee’s
Best Beer

5/$524 oz. can
+ Tax 
+ Dep

2.69 ea.

Cucumbers

2/$1
Lettuce

99¢ head

LB.
LB.

10 Lb. Bag

Kordas’ Hot Dog or
Hamburger Bun

10/$10

Kordas’ White 
or Wheat Bread

10/$10
8 pack

20 Oz.

$4.99 ea  750 ML + tax + dep15 pk.

All Varieties
Milwaukee’s
Best Beer

$899

Stroh’s Ice Cream

3/$10 $3.99
ea

By Walter Wasacz
Would you pay an extra,

say, $35 a year for side-
walks to be plowed after
it snows?

It's a question being
asked by northern cities
taking the responsibility
for making sure that

The zigs and zags of
winter walkability

Continued on page 2

The Detroit area has some of the worst drivers in the na-
tion when it comes to pedestrian safety. The intersection
of Jos. Campau and Holbrook remains one of the city’s
most challenging for pedestrians to cross.

Would you be willing to pay an extra $35 on your
property tax bill to have a contractor clear your side-
walk every time it snows? 



commercial districts and
residential neighbor-
hoods remain walkable
throughout the winter
months.

largely because of
budget shortfalls many
communities, Ham-
tramck among others,
cannot afford to clear
sidewalks for pedestri-
ans.

In a recent story in on-
line magazine Citylab, it
was reported that
Rochester, New York
plows sidewalks when
snow totals are four
inches and above. 

In the direct path of
lake-effect weather that
blows in from lake On-
tario, that city pays for re-
moval through an
'embellishment fee' on
property-tax bills, averag-
ing $35 per homestead. 

The article went on to
say that Duluth, Min-
nesota clears 100 miles
of priority sidewalk
routes, including routes
to schools, high-pedes-
trian traffic locations, and
public-transit locations. 

Bloomington, Min-
nesota clears all of its
250 miles of sidewalks.
The story suggests that
these cities’ programs
could act as templates

for others to formulate a
plan for safe pedestrian
paths in the winter. 

But few do, encourag-
ing home and business
owners to take care of
sidewalks in front of their
properties - and ticketing
and fining those that
don't.    

Hamtramck uses con-
tractors to plow streets
for motorists. The work
begins soon after snow
begins to accumulate
and results have been
positive. They do a good
job, often working
through the night. No
problem there.

But after two recent
snow accumulations in
January, each roughly 4-5
inches, the sidewalks in
most neighborhoods
were impassable for
days. 

Some people shoveled
or brought out snowblow-
ers and carved out paths
in front of their proper-
ties. They surely deserve
a tip of the cap from all
of us. 

But as I walked around
the city on one of those
days I found too many of
the sidewalks in front of
houses, vacant lots and
even those directly in
front of buildings on Jos.
Campau, Caniff and Co-
nant -- the three main
commercial arteries in

the city -- packed with
snow and later ice after
the region experienced
below zero temperatures. 

My walk was a series of
zigs and zags from a few
cleared sidewalks to
cleared streets, where I
had to share the road
with cars and trucks - a
dangerous option for any
pedestrian.

I'm an experienced
urban walker. After more
than half a century of res-
idency in Hamtramck I
know these streets, side-
walks and alleys like the
back of my hand. 

luckily, I am relatively
fit with no health con-
cerns to prevent me from
walking to my destina-
tions, or to stroll for fun
or exercise. Even then I
am no match for a heavy
machine on wheels, es-
pecially one going at a
high speed.

But what if I were dis-
abled, even temporarily,
or more permanently
handicapped? What if I
needed to do my shop-
ping using a walker or
wheelchair? Or if I were a
young mother pushing
her baby in a stroller? 

There are plenty of
young women in my
neighborhood doing that
nearly every day. But
even something as com-
monplace as that is im-

possible on snowy or icy
sidewalks. 

In that same Citylab
article the writer, who is
from Kalamazoo, said a
pregnant woman was hit
by a motorist after being
forced to walk in the
street in that west Michi-
gan city. The sidewalk
where she was supposed
to walk was covered in
snow. 

She was just grazed, so
presumably the injury
was not serious.

That could happen
here, on Gallagher or
Brombach, on Mackay or
lumpkin, to kids walking
to and from school.
Being grazed when walk-
ing in the street is bad
enough, but chances are
it could be far worse in a
densely populated com-
munity like ours.  

In Syracuse, New York,
a yearlong pilot program
was launched this winter
to plow 20 miles of “pri-
ority sidewalks” -- deter-
mined by using data that
showed areas of highest
pedestrian usage -- after
each snowfall of three
inches or more. 

The program was initi-
ated by community ac-
tivists and implemented
by a city administration
that listened to them and
took action.

House while getting your
tax return done? 

“For every new client
who files their taxes with
H & R Block or Block Ad-
visors, $20 will be do-
nated to Friendship
House. 

“The total donation
amount is unlimited!

“All you need to do is
give the tax preparer the
referral #
40010001099236. 

“To find the H & R

Block office near you, go
to hrblock.com or
hrblockadvisors.com. 

“Thanks for being that
socially conscious tax
filer and feeding hungry
families while filing your
tax return! You are pretty
awesome!”

Friendship House by
the way supplies food to
hundreds of low-income
folks in Hamtramck and
Detroit every month, and
they offer a number of
other needed services.

They are located at
9540 Conant.
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Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov 
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

Continued front page
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ESL Class - Monday
February 11th, 9:00 am
and 12:00 pm. ESl
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required

ESL Class - Tuesday
February 12th, 12:00
pm. ESl classes are
free to all Hamtramck
residents.  Registration
is required

ESL Class - Wednes-
day February 13th, 9:00
am and 12:00 pm. ESl
classes are free to all
Hamtramck residents.
Registration is required.

ESL Class - Thursday
February 14th, @ 12:00
pm. ESl classes are
free to all Hamtramck
residents.  Registration
is required.

Citizenship Classes -
Tuesdays, 5:00-7:00 pm,
February 12th-April 2nd.
Classes are held at the
Hamtramck Public li-
brary. The classes and
all materials are pre-
sented in English. Free
and Open to the Public!

2019 FREE TAX
SERVICES - IF YOUR AN-
NUAl HOUSEHOlD IN-
COME IS lESS THAN
$54,000! Monday, Feb-
ruary 4-March 25,
10am-4pm. Closed Feb-

ruary 18th and March
18th, 2019. Call
(313)388-9799 or
(734)284-6999 for an
appointment

Toddler Time -
Through March 14,
Thursdays, 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Children up
to age 5 and their par-
ents and caregivers are
invited for songs, story-
telling and playtime.

Movie Night - Tues-
days at 4 p.m. Family
friendly movies, snacks
provided.

Prime Time Family
Reading - Thursdays,
March 28th-May 2nd,
5:30-7 p.m. Join us for a
six-week reading experi-
ence for families with
children 6 to 12 years
old.  Adults and children
will participate together,
sharing a meal, reading
excellent books, dis-
cussing big ideas and
learning tips for reading
at home.  Pre-registra-
tion is required.

Tech Club - Thursdays
5:30-6:45 p.m.
January 24th - Intro to

Arduino
January 31st - Makey

Music
February 7th - Sphero

Maze

February 14th - Simple
Machines
February 21st - Ar-

duino Programming
February 28th - Code

Sphero
March Youth Art

Month - Wednesday
March 13th 3:30 p.m.,
Thursday March 21st
5:30 p.m. Architecture
and Drawing.

Hamtramck Music
Festival - Friday March
8th, Saturday March 9th.
Join the library for the
Community Event.

THE GIRL IN THE
ALLEY Reading and Dis-
cussion - Tuesday Febru-
ary 26th 5:30 pm.
Detroit mother, family
advocate inspires com-
munity conversations by
sharing her own capti-
vating tale of surviving
sexual assault and bat-
tles with depression.

Michigan Activity
Pass - The pass will en-
able library card hold-
ers to obtain a one-time
free entry into any Michi-
gan State park or recre-
ation area, and free
entry into over 100 par-
ticipating cultural institu-
tions.  Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

For more information about events at the library call 
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us

where you can also access the online catalog. 
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

Continued on page 8

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$850
Men’s Cut

$950
9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Call (313) 874-2100

The zigs and zags of winter walkability
Continued from front page
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 96 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

February 9 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm, Every-
one Welcome!

February 19 - Mass for people on our
Prayer List 7 pm

March 2 - Pre-Lenten Polish Dinner &
Paczki Sale 4-7 pm 

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

ELIZABETH ROESKE, 
CNM, MS

Certified Nurse Midwife

COLENE KLAFT, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Family Medicine

HOMA WENAH, CNM
Certified 

Nurse Midwife

ARNEL V. CLARIN, M.D.
Family Medicine 

We have staff who speak Bengali.
Family Medicine  •  Ob/Gyn  •  Pediatrics  

Lab, Pathology & X-ray  •  Autism Services
Health Insurance Enrollment Assistance

To schedule an appointment, call (313) 972-9000 or visit
henryford.com/sameday for same-day care options.

SYEDA HAQUE, M.D.
Family Medicine

LONETTA POSTELL, M.D.
Pediatrics

CHOOSE THE BEST.
CHOOSE A HENR Y FORD PROVIDER

HENRY FORD MEDICAL CENTER
Hamtramck

9100 Brombach  •  (313) 972-9000

worst in the state for
pedestrians.

The main cause for
this is the distance from
one corner to the other.

Basically, the light
turns from red to green
before many folks can
get to the other side.

Although in the past

there was talk of creating
bump-outs to shorten
the distance from one
corner to another, that
plan never got traction.

But there is talk of cre-
ating bump-outs at Jos.
Campau and Caniff.

Detroit area is one
of the worst for
pedestrian safety 
Continued from front page

Hamtramck High
School News:

On December 19,
Hamtramck High
School’s DECA Chapter
participated in the Dis-
trict 8 competition at
Baker College.  

District competition is
often the first business-
like experience many of
our DECA students en-
counter.   

This allows the stu-
dents opportunities such
as networking with pro-
fessionals, engaging
with others, enhancing
skills, and building their
confidence. The process
is very beneficial be-
cause it builds self-es-
teem, confidence, and it
creates new relation-
ships.  

Many of the students
then moved on to the
next phase, state com-
petition, a sign of how
the future leaders of
Hamtramck will further
make our community
proud.  

The following students
are State Finalists from
DECA’s District Competi-
tion: Nouradein Ahmed,
Al-Mutasim Aiyash, Mo-
hamed Al-Kuhlani, Am-
erah Algahim, Emaad
Alqosimi, Basher Alqu-
saimi, Umran Alsabahi,
Yaqoob Alwageeh, Rudra
Barua, Husnaara Begum,
Abdus Chowdury, Patryk
Czubek, Basher Ghaleb,
Amer Gunic, Adnan Has-
san, Khadija Helal, Kait-
lyn Hill, Ahmed Jobeh,
Emad Kaid, Ermina Kara-
suljlic, Ibrahim Khan,
Amra lekic, Nahim Miah,
Armando Mitaj, Thair Mo-
hamed, Waale Mo-
hamed, Haron Nagi,
Miriam Obeid, Samiha
Rahman, Hamim Saleh,
Sam Saleh, Ashleigh
Sanders, Zahraa Zokari.

Congratulations to
these students and good
luck at the state compe-
tition.

Upcoming Events:
• February 13 -- Sup-

plemental Count Day.
• February 15 -- Half

day for all students.  Pro-
fessional Development

for staff in the afternoon.
• February 18-19 -- No

school for students and
staff.  Mid-Winter Break.

• February 20 -- School
Resumes for students
and staff.

• February 22 -- End of
Progress Report Period
#3.  

• February 28 --
Progress Report #3 dis-
tributed.  Half day for all
students.  Parent
Teacher Conferences
12:30 p.m.-3 p.m. and
5-7 p.m.

Athletic Events:
• February 11 -- KMS

Girls Basketball vs.
Melvindale ABT at 4:30
p.m. Home.

• February 12 -- JV
Boys Basketball vs.
Ecorse at 4:30 p.m.
Away.

• February 12 -- Varsity
Girls Basketball vs.
Ecorse 6 p.m. Away.

• February 12 -- Varsity
Boys’ Basketball vs.
Ecorse 7:30 p.m. Away.

• February 13 -- KMS
Girls Basketball vs.
Henry Ford Academy at
4:30 p.m. Away.

• February 13 -- JV
Boys Basketball vs. De-
troit Voyageur at 4:30
p.m.  Home. 

• February 13 --Varsity
Girls Basketball vs. De-
troit Voyageur at 6 p.m.
Home.

• February 13 -- Varsity
Boys Basketball vs. De-
troit Voyageur at 7:30
p.m. Home.

• February 15 -- JV
Boys Basketball vs. Mt.
Clemens at 5:30 p.m.
Away.

• February 15 -- Varsity
Boys Basketball vs. Mt.
Clemens at 7 p.m. Away.

Recreation Department
News 

For more information
give us a call at (313)
892-2635. Follow us on
Facebook for the most
up-to-date information:

www.Facebook.com/H
amtramckRecreationDe-
partment

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman      

Above and below: Hamtramck High School DECA
students recently competed in a regional competi-
tion.



By Alan Madlane
Bernita Bradley is a

local blogger whose pas-
sion is working to help
create learning environ-
ments where kids can
thrive, with support from
their communities and
school systems, and free
from bullying or other
negative distractions.

She is the Community
Engagement Manager for
Enroll Detroit (which of-

fers support in school
choice), owner of The Vil-
lage PCl, and a former
AmeriCorps worker. She
is also the mother of a
grown son and a tween
daughter.

We caught up to her in
advance of her upcoming
book reading from “The
Girl in the Alley: Not a
Story of Faith but About
The Others.”

Here is our email con-
versation we had with
Bradley:

The Review: So, you’re
doing a reading, presum-
ably from your own book,
at the Hamtramck Pub-
lic Library on Tuesday,
Feb. 26 at 5:30 p.m.
How did this reading get
arranged?

Bernita Bradley: Book
Suey organized and
hosted a reading/discus-
sion last month. It was
awesome, and one of the
guests came up to me af-
terwards. It was so nice
to speak with her.

She gave me an invite
to come and host an-
other one at the library. I
was very shocked. I had
just thought about reach-
ing out to the local library
near my home to ask
about hosting, and here
comes this wonderful
offer.

Review: Have you
given readings like this
before (either related to

this book, or something
else) in the area, or is
this a first for you?

Bradley: Yes, I also
hosted one for my book
launch, which was a re-
ally more of a conversa-
tion. Anyone who knows
me knew not to expect a
typical book launch. I am
always hosting conversa-
tions for women that cre-
ate safe spaces for us to
discuss healing, and cel-
ebrate being who we are.

Since the launch at The
Studio, I have hosted at
On the Rise Bakery, Book
Suey, Brilliant Detroit,
and I have a host of other
events scheduled, includ-
ing my Twitter chat Feb. 4
at 8:30 p.m. 

Review: Can you give
us a very brief summary
of what the book is
about?

Bradley: The book is
based on my life. There
is not a story made up in
the book. I’ve lived a
childhood of traumas --
(like) so many others --
and once I found my
voice, I declared that I
would use it to help oth-
ers.

My story is not one of
having faith in God, but
more of finding a reason
to push past the pain of
life and see another use
for living. It tells of short-
comings and stupid brav-

Continued on page 6
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Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Call (313) 874-2100

Highland Park, for exam-
ple, gave up that concept
and went back to having
independent police and
fire departments.

The city administration
says it is not committed
to turning public safety
into one department, but
the option is still on the
table.

The issue of cross-
training has sparked a di-
vision among city
councilmembers. 

Both Councilmembers
Ian Perrotta and Andrea
Karpinski are vehe-
mently opposed to the
concept, insisting that
because of the close
proximity of housing
Hamtramck needs a fire
department staffed with
full-timers.

Perrotta also said that
City Attorney James Allen
told the council that he
is using the cross-train-
ing clause as a bargain-
ing chip – “leverage” --
for upcoming contract
talks with the firefight-
ers’ union.

Perrotta, however,
doubts that.

“The Public Safety De-
partment provision is
likely not a strategy to
get a better deal but
more likely the
endgame.” Perrotta said
in a recent statement.

A public safety depart-
ment isn’t the only op-
tion the city
administration could
seek. There is a possibil-
ity for Hamtramck to con-
tract out firefighting
services to Detroit – as
long as Hamtramck fire-
fighters would have an

opportunity to transfer to
that department.

One other option being
explored is forming a fire
authority with an existing
one or starting a new
partnership with other
communities. This would
result in an added fee to
property owners, and the
concept would have to
be approved by voters in
all affected communi-
ties.

The firefighters have
another two years on
their contract.

The reason why there
is focus on the fire de-
partment – and for that
matter the police depart-
ment as well – is that the
city is facing a budget
shortfall.

Now, with GM likely
closing down the Pole-
town Plant, that will blow
a bigger hole in the city’s
budget.

The city collects about
$800,000 a year from
the plant in lieu of taxes.

If the plant closes, city
officials say that revenue
stream will dry up be-
cause it’s also based on
the amount of produc-
tion at the plant.

In the meantime, City
Manager Angerer said
her staff is working on a
budget for the upcoming
fiscal year, which starts
in July, that will include a
number of cuts.

But there is little fat in
the city’s budget, and An-
gerer said she will be
meeting with the city
council to discuss what
other options are avail-
able.

So far, no takers
police offer
Continued from front page By Joe Anthony Myrick

Special to The Review
For many of us, horror

movies give us night-
mares. 

For Hamtramck natives
“Barnabas and Samael,”
nothing brings them
more joy than watching
horror movies. 

Well, almost nothing. 
The only thing these

two horror experts love
more than watching hor-
ror movies is talking
about them on their pod-
cast, “Grave Discus-
sions.”

Off the air, Barnabas
and Samael are respec-
tively a web
designer/filmmaker for
Clean Slate Productions
and a man recovering
from a work-related leg
injury. 

(Besides not wanting
their real names to be
published, the pair also
asked not to be pho-
tographed.)

On the air, the two dis-
cuss the latest happen-
ings in horror movie
news, as well as review
the best and worst films
in the genre. 

Samael and Barnabas
have been podcasting
under the Sports Radio
Detroit internet broad-
cast network since last
March, and after getting
over some initial nerv-
ousness during their first

episode, they continue to
improve as their audi-
ence grows in waves. 

We spoke to the horror
hosts to discuss why
they love the art of horror
so much.

“Nothing’s really as ex-
citing. Nothing gives me
heart palpitations (as
much as horror movies
do),” says Samael, who’s
been obsessed with hor-
ror since the age of 5. 

He added: “Horror is
more interesting to me
because I want to see
what’s inside people’s
heads. What does it
mean, is it an allegory for
socio-economical prob-
lems that we’re facing, all
of that stuff? It’s just the
most fun (genre) to
watch.”

For Barnabas, horror is
“the most creative genre
to do anything with. I
think it’s great to talk
about these things, too,
because horror, I think,
has the best community
out there. Just the most
passionate fans, the
most rabid fans and
being able to share your
opinions with people is
really cool. I think for a
podcast, it’s awesome
because you get to hear
other people who are just
as passionate as you
about something like
this. It’s a great escape.”

Initially the pair never

considered podcasting.
But a life-changing com-
pliment that Barnabas re-
ceived while playing a live
PC session of “Rainbow
Six Siege” inspired him.

Barnabas says a
stranger over the mic
complimented him on his
voice and suggested he
should have a podcast.
After mulling that thought
over, the idea of working
on a horror podcast
sounded like a “no-
brainer” and doing so
with his buddy Samael
seemed even more obvi-
ous. 

From there, Barnabas
pitched his podcasting
idea to Roger Martin, co-
owner of Sports Radio
Detroit, and since then
they haven’t looked back.

Given the pair’s deeply
rooted knowledge and
understanding of horror,
you could say they were
always destined to work
on a podcast together,
ever since first meeting
as kids at Pulaski Park
19 years ago.

Unbeknownst to each
other, they were inde-
pendently chasing and
scaring kids away while
wearing horror-themed
masks.

Samael wore a Jason
Voorhees mask while
Barnabas wore a Ghost-
face mask from the
movie “Scream.” After

running into each other,
then bonding over horror
flicks and Yu-Gi-Oh cards,
they wound up forming a
match made in horror
heaven. 

That friendship and
shared enthusiasm for
all things horror morphed
into a partnership. In 44
episodes and counting,
Samael and Barnabas
have learned to contextu-
alize their opinions on
horror over the air. 

As they continue to
build a cult following,
both men hope to take
Grave Discussions to big-
ger and better heights in
the future. 

“We’re trying to go to
conventions and have
more guests, keep up-
grading,” Barnabas said.
“I’d love it if one day the
podcast was a pretty big
thing. Where we could
have our own building,
our own little studio
space where we can do
it, or for it to one day be
the full-time job. That’s
kind of the dream.”
The Grave Discussions

podcast can be heard on
iTunes, Google Play, Pod-
bean, Stitcher, and Spo-
tify. They can be
contacted through Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram,
and their website,
GraveDiscussions.net.

For these podcasters, there’s nothing
scary about horror movies

Author hopes her experiences
growing up helps to heal others

Bernita Bradley 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

Hamtramck’s elected
officials continue to go
down the wrong path
when it comes to allow-
ing the sale and produc-
tion of recreational and
medical marijuana.

At the last city council
meeting, a bare majority
once again took steps
to prevent this city from
experiencing new tax
revenue streams.

C o u n c i l m e m b e r s
Anam Miah, Saad Al-
masmari, Abu Musa
and Fadel Al-Marsoumi
voted to have the city at-
torney draw up a resolu-
tion that will prevent
sales of recreational
marijuana.

Cities that don’t want
such sales must offi-
cially “opt out.” If a city
doesn’t take that step,
marijuana sales outlets
could technically oper-
ate legally.

Those opposed to the
sales say Hamtramck is
too small and that mar-

ijuana sales outlets
would result in an in-
crease of crime. Also,
they fear that children
would get their hands
on it.

This is nothing more
than fearmongering.

Will there be an occa-
sional crime at a mari-
juana sales outlet? Yes,
just as every now and
then we have bank rob-
beries and liquor store
hold-ups.

Should we ban banks
and party stores? Of
course not.

With GM likely closing
its Poletown Plant, Ham-
tramck will lose a sub-
stantial amount of
revenue – some
$800,000 paid each
year in lieu of property
taxes.

Hamtramck simply
can’t afford to be that
picky about what kind of
businesses can operate
here.

True, there are a num-

ber of communities opt-
ing out. Most of them
are affluent communi-
ties.

But blue-collar towns
like Hazel Park and
Madison Heights are on
the path to welcoming
marijuana sales outlets.
Pontiac is poised to be-
come a significant mari-
juana hub.

Ann Arbor, which de-
criminalized possessing
a small amount of mari-
juana to a $25 fine
decades ago, is one of
the rare affluent com-
munities allowing out-
lets and growth
facilities.

Ann Arbor is also
home to one of coun-
try’s best colleges, the
University of Ann Arbor.
The town obviously at-
tracts some very smart
people to live there and
run the government.

Hamtramck officials
could take a lesson
from them.

City’s hope for a new tax
stream is going up in smoke

The Hamtramck Review
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3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212 
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By Greg Kowalski
Ordine Toliver was a re-

markable man. A musi-
cian, music teacher,
composer, amateur pho-
tographer and member of
the Hamtramck Village
council in 1921, he ac-
complished much.

It was rare for an
African-American to hold
an elected post at that
time, especially one who
lived in an overwhelm-
ingly white immigrant
community. 

Yet he had no trouble
winning the support of
the whole town.

Some of Mr. Toliver’s
accomplishments are on
display now at the Ham-
tramck Historical Mu-
seum in the special
exhibit “Through the
lens: Ordine Toliver’s
Hamtramck,” in recogni-
tion of Black History
Month.

These photos are
small, and many are
unidentified, yet they pro-
vide a unique perspec-
tive of the black
community in Hamtramck
during the 1940s and
1950s.

They include weddings,

sports scenes, church
activities and more.

The photos were do-
nated to the museum by
Hattie Killenberg, who
grew up next door to Mr.
Toliver’s house on Good-
son St.

The Hamtramck Histor-
ical Museum is at 9525
Jos. Campau, between
Norwalk and Poland
streets. Hours are 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday, or by calling
(313) 893-5027 to make
an appointment.

Admission is free.

Photos bring Hamtramck
black history to life 

By Charles Sercombe
If production at the GM

Poletown Plant does shut
down for good this June,
what exactly will happen
to the site?

That’s a question city
officials are seeking to
find out.

Recently, GM an-
nounced work will cease
this year at five North
American plants, includ-
ing one in Canada.

Hamtramck officials
have a lot to be con-
cerned about. The De-
t r o i t - H a m t r a m c k
Assembly Plant, com-
monly called the Pole-
town Plant, produces
about $800,000 per year
in lieu of property taxes
to the city.

That payment is
also based on the
amount of production at
the plant.

Without that rev-
enue stream, the city will
be hit with a major finan-
cial crisis.

City officials, in-
cluding Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski and City Manager
Kathy Angerer, are in dis-
cussion with GM about
the site’s future.

Plans for the site, a
small portion of which is
located on the Ham-
tramck side of the Detroit
border, are incomplete,
and GM officials have not
talked publicly with the
media about what it
would do with the closed
plants.

Majewski told The Re-
view that GM has not
talked about specifics
about the site with her.

“Even if the physical
plant gets sold to an-
other company -- which
I’m not at all sure GM is
considering -- I’d like to
open a discussion about
development of the
green space and parking
lots on the Hamtramck
side,” Majewski said.

The Review reached
out to a GM representa-
tive for comment, but at
press time no phone call
was returned.

This isn’t the first time
a major auto-related
plant has closed in Ham-
tramck. 

Poletown Plant’s future?
GM is not saying 

By Charles Sercombe
There’s a new game in

town, and it’s called
“Hamtramck logic.”

Wiseacres will no
doubt call that an oxy-
moron. (laugh all you
want, the next beer is on
us.)

But, it’s the real deal,
and we are proud to
showcase the talents of
Hamtramckan Kayla
Kopke, who created it.

Not familiar with logic

games? There are count-
less publications that
feature them (check your
local magazine rack),
that will tell you how to
play the game.

Or, you can go online
and Google it. Some say
it’s so easy anyone can
figure it out, which sadly,
does not include us here
at The Review – well, at
least this writer. 

(To quote a Groucho
Marx joke: “It’s so clear.

Why, a four-year-old child
could understand this.
Run out and find me a
four-year-old child.”)

The game is basically
one of deduction. That’s
all we’re going to say be-
fore we start to get mush
mouth.

Kopke’s game is Ham-
tramck-themed. Have
fun. And yes, the an-
swers are located else-
where in the paper. Try
not to cheat (heh-heh).

Introducing a locally 
produced logic game… 

Continued on page 8

Solution on page 7
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker 

Multi-Million Dollar Producer

14210 Masters Rd.,
Berlin Twp. - 
Custom Built 
Log Home on 

desirable 
10 acre parcel

$294,900

27881 
Sylvan, 
Warren

Brick Ranch,
3 beddrooms,

1.5 baths.
$134,900

11518 Nagel
Large, single

family or 
multi-family
$119,900

Sell Your Home for Top Dollar!

2922 
Carpenter,

Brick 
Commercial

building, 
$299,900

2265 
Norwalk 
Multi-family or

large single family,
full basement, 
2-car garage

NEW PRICE!

$89,900

12092
Mitchell

NEW PRICE!
$74,900

Multi-
Family

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

• We accept most 
insurance policies

• Our prices are very 
competitive

• We carry a large selection 
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional
pharmacy 

serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist

PEND
ING!

NEW!
11593 

Lumpkin
Single family

home

$99,900

Get Out on the Hamtown!

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

BIALAS
Z d z i s l a w

“Jim” Bialas,
58, died Feb-
ruary 4, 2019.

Z d z i s l a w
was the beloved husband
of Monika; loving father of
Brandon (Sheena), Aaron
(Paulina), and Jeremy (Ka-
milia); proud grandfather
of Marshall and Teegan;
dear brother of lela
(William) laracey, the late
George (Maria, still living);
uncle of William
(Stephanie), Rose
(Michael); great uncle of
Christopher, Benjamin,
Samantha, Addison and
Hunter.

Zdzislaw loved the out-
doors, skiing, camping,
being near the water,
guns, water fights (espe-
cially with his best friend,
John Ulaj) and listening to
Christian talk radio.

Visitation was Wednes-
day and Thursday. The fu-
neral service is Friday,
February 8, at 10 a.m., at
Wm. Sullivan and Son Fu-
neral Home, 8459 Hall
Rd., (3 blocks east of Van
Dyke), Utica, MI. 

WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second
Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Mid-
town Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all resi-
dents and businesses west of Jos. Campau
and north of Holbrook.

SATURDAY, February 9, 2-4 p.m. -- Soup
Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pu-
laski St. at Fleming. Everyone is welcome.

Coming events

FMIC
Food Ministries in 

Collaboration

� �

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF
THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND
WE ARE ALL OUR OWN WORST

ENEMY HERE IS A PRAYER 
YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU

START OUT EACH DAY
HEAVENLY FATHER PLEASE 

SAVE ME FROM ME

To make a tax deductible 
donation send to:

Harp of God Ministry
FMIC

P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202

P.S. Send copy to friends

ery that almost cost me
my life. Bravery, meaning
I am a natural-born pro-
tector, but also, learning
to protect others made
me see more faults in
myself than I ever knew.

Review: Interesting an-
swer. What motivated
you to write the book?

Bradley: My journey in
life could not be com-
plete until I tell it. I am
still not finished. My
teachers made me prom-
ise to tell it. It was the
only way to help others
be free. So many people
see me as having it all to-
gether, and they find con-
solation to know I am not
perfect. 

Review: Was this your
first book? Do you have
any plans to write an-
other, and if so, what will
the subject be?

Bradley: No, my first
book was most of the po-

etry you read in the book
and a few others I will
share in Book Number
Two. I didn’t know where
to start, so I just put to-
gether all of my poems
from age 15, categorized
them, and made a l’il
book.

I never published it, be-
cause I was still fearful of
my full story. The next
book will be more of a
finding-of-oneself for Alley
Girl. I went through so
much after the point
where the book ends,
and most of Book One
pales in comparison to
the next 15 years of my
life. 

Review: Even Amazon
didn’t really classify or
categorize your book.
You’ve written it part in
narrative form, part in
poetry, but would you
call it non-fiction, or fic-
tion, or would you ques-
tion whether it really

even matters?
Bradley: Hmm! I have

been told it shows on
Amazon as non-fiction; I
would call it a Memoir of
Painful Art. I used poetry
to express moments I
am still a bit taken back
about. Things I may never
put into voice, into
words. However, poetry
was my source for those
parts. The dark parts. 

Review: How much of
it is based off a true
event or circumstance,
or do you prefer to just
let the reader read the
work, and absorb its
message without really
worrying about that as-
pect?

Bradley: It is all true.
Every bit true. My mother
told me of her childhood.
I loved listening to her.
She had such a prolific
voice, and would mes-
merize my brothers and I
with every story she

shared.
Others were my story,

and what I viewed my
mother, siblings and my-
self having gone through.
All truth. You can ask
some of the people. Real
names were used. 

Review: Please feel
free to end by adding
anything else you care
to.

Bradley: I hope the
readers use this book to
open up dialogue with,
not just youth, but adults
who are still dealing with
childhood trauma. I hope
it becomes a source for
permission to tell their
stories, and then to heal
as well.
Once again, Bernita

Bradley will read from her
book at the Hamtramck
Public Library on Tuesday,
Feb. 26 at 5:30 p.m. 

Author hopes her experiences
growing up helps to heal others
Continued from page 4

2142 Frazho,
Warren

Condominium,
1100 square
feet, many 

updates, nice
lay out, great

location
$134,900
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Small, 1 BR upper, Nor-
walk bet. Brombach and
lumpkin. Kitchen, bath,
living room, washer/dryer,
window A/C. Fully fur-
nished, $520/mo. in-
cludes heat, electricity,
water. Contact leo at
lkniffel@sbcglobal.net. 

Share an apartment at
3618 Caniff, all utilities
included, and one bed-
room, $450/mo., + de-
posit, 313-434-9759. 2/8

Furnished room for rent,
utilities included, no pets,
313-327-8245. 2/15

This first level has 2 br., 1
bath, big living rm., spa-
cious kitchen, appl. inc.,
forced air heating, Goodson
St., 1 block from Ham-
tramck shopping center,
$700/mo. + sec. dep., ten-
ant resp. for utilities,
Shawn, 313-415-1767. 2/15

Detroit, Mack & Alter, nice
house, eight houses from
Grosse Pte., 2-3 bed-
rooms, hardwood floors,
$700/mo., short term
lease, call Mike, 313-526-
5178. 2/15

3 Br., living rm., dining
rm., kitchen, bathroom,
single home on a double
lot, 13100 Moenart,
across form White Ele-
mentary School, 313-310-
3540. 2/15

12829 St. louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full base-
ment, 2 car garage, turn-key
house, $125,000, 248-
879-2521, ask for Pete.

This first level has 2 br., 1
bath, big living rm., spa-
cious kitchen, appl. inc.,
forced air heating, Good-
son St., 1 block from
Hamtramck shopping cen-
ter, $700/mo. + sec.
dep., tenant resp. for util-
ities, Shawn, 313-415-
1767. 2/15

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

6
/3

0
/1

9

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
50 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &

Boilers, Plumbing, 
Heating, Sewer 

Cleaning & Excavation.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

10% Discount
Labor on 

Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,
Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF
New clients only. Not to be 

combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

Benefits include:
• Top Pay    • Insurance
• Vacation   • Holiday Pay

6
/3

0
/1

9

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime log

covers Jan. 29-Feb. 4.

Tuesday, January 29
• A resident reported

receiving harassing phone
calls.

• A resident in the
9300 block of McDougall
St. reported an incident
of domestic violence. The
suspect was later ar-
rested.

• The owner of a lot in
the 1900 block of Bel-
mont St. reported that a
person driving a yellow
Hummer did donuts on
the lot and tore up the
grass.

• A resident in the
9400 block of McDougall
St. reported the theft of
their blue bar stool that
was in the front of their
residence.

• A 2004 Dodge Ram
was stolen in the 2300
block of Neibel St.

Wednesday, January 30
• A resident in the

12000 block of Selfridge
St. reported a break-in.

• A hit-and-run accident
happened at Dubois and

Holbrook, and another
one occurred at Gallagher
and Casmere.

Thursday, January 31
No criminal activity was

reported for this day.

Friday, February 1
• An Evaline St. resi-

dent reported that some-
one stole his wallet.

• A vehicle crash hap-
pened at Trowbridge and
Jos. Campau.

Saturday, February 2
• At about 3 a.m. a per-

son was arrested for
being wanted on a Ham-
tramck warrant.

• At a little after 3 a.m.
a lyft driver reported
being assaulted by two
women. The suspects
fled before officers ar-
rived.

• At about 5 a.m. a
woman was arrested for
driving without a license
and for possessing an
open intoxicant.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2100 block
of Belmont St. for domes-
tic violence.
Continued on page 8

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

Let Our Service Directory Do the Work  For You! 
Call Dave  (313) 874-2100

FURNISHED
ROOM FOR RENT

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 

10% Senior Discounts • Free Estimates
Vince 586-838-7598

Deadline for 
classifieds
for next week
is Thursday 
at Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100
to place your ad!

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE
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Our Services:
• Teeth Whitening
• Extractions
• Root Canal (Therapy)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures
• 

& Clear Braces

9433 Jos Campau
Call Today for 

an Appointment
(313) 638-2966
All insurance accepted 

including Medicaid

Special Offer

$250
Lifetime 

Zoom 
Teeth 

Whitening

Special Offer

$55
Teeth

Cleaning
Includes 

consultation, exam
& necessary x-ray

Refer 4 New 
Patients, Get

FREE
Teeth Cleaning

or 
$30

Gift Card
Tues: 10am-6pm • Wed: 10am-6pm
Friday: 8am-1pm • Sat: 4pm-8pm

I-7
5

Caniff

Polan
d

Floria
n

Holbroo
k

Conant

HJos Cam
pau

Get Out 
on the 

Hamtown!

For every $100 spent in locally owned business, $68
returns to the community source: the350project.net

Sunday, February 3
• A Detroit resident was

arrested for drunk driving
and for driving without a li-
cense.

• A driver of a maroon-
colored car sped away
when officers attempted a
traffic stop.

• A Fleming St. resident
reported the theft of his li-
cense plate.

Monday, February 4
• An owner of a busi-

ness in the 12100 block
of Conant reported some-
one damaged his build-

ing.
• A business owner in

the 9500 block of Jos.
Campau reported an inci-
dent of retail fraud.

• A resident in the
12000 block of Dequin-
dre St. reported lost prop-
erty.

Continued from page 7

Several years ago,
American Axle & Manu-
facturing abruptly an-
nounced it was ending
production at their
sprawling facility, which
covered both sides of
Holbrook near I-75.

A good-sized portion of
the plant was located in
Hamtramck, and the
company was one of the
city’s largest taxpayers.

Apparently as a way to
reduce those taxes to a
bare minimum, American
Axle razed the Ham-
tramck side of the plant,
as well as a good portion
on the Detroit side.

That was an old factory
dating back at least to
the 1950s, and was
once owned by GM.

It’s hard to say whether
what happened in that in-
stance is a guide to what
will happen with the Pole-
town Plant. 

The fact that GM is
shutting down the Pole-
town Plant raises an-
other question.

The creation of the
plant back in the 1980s
was extremely controver-
sial because it required
demolishing thousands
of houses, churches and
businesses that existed
where the plant was
going to be built.

Many people were
forced to sell their
homes through legal ac-
tion taken by the City of
Detroit in a procedure
known as eminent do-
main.

GM got its plant, but at
a high emotional cost to
residents in the old Pole-
town neighborhood.

The plant’s closing
makes one wonder why
the plant was built in the
first place.

Rather than demolish-
ing the plant, why would
GM not instead retool
such a fairly new facility
for vehicles the company
wants to focus more on,
such as electric and dri-
verless vehicles?

A partial explanation
came from GM CEO Mary
Barra, who recently told
reporters that other GM
plants are not running at
maximum production lev-
els.

GM, analysts say,
needs to consolidate its
plants, and then invest
its money in future mar-
kets.

It’s not clear what other
affected communities
are going to do.

But there is strong
backlash from workers at
the Oshawa Assembly
Plant in Ontario.

That plant is the com-
munity’s main employer,
and its closing will be
devastating.

In response, Canadian
union auto workers are
urging a boycott of GM
vehicles that are built in
Mexico. Union workers
bought an ad for the re-
cent Super Bowl game,
which said: 

"GM you may have for-
gotten our generosity but
we'll never forget your
greed," the ad says. "If
you want to sell here,
build here."

That triggered GM to
issue a “cease and de-
sist” warning to the work-
ers to not post further
advertisements attack-
ing the company.

Neither American union
auto workers nor Ham-
tramck officials have yet
to publicly protest the
closing of the Poletown
Plant.

Poletown Plant’s future?
GM is not saying 
Continued from page 5The money (approxi-

mately $170,000) came
from an existing public
works budget, no “em-
bellishment fees” were
needed. But to sustain a
program like this, there is
no doubt that new
streams of money will
need to be found.

So how does Ham-
tramck, with its limited fi-
nancial resources, do
something like this on
sidewalks stretching
across its two square
miles? 

Maybe it starts with
Jos. Campau and be-
comes a project initiated
by the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority (DDA).

That strip from Denton to
Carpenter could be our
pilot program, extending
a message of welcome
and hospitality to shop-
pers and other visitors. 

It would make a good
companion plan to the
Joe louis Greenway, the
bicycle lane scheduled
for construction on the
length of Jos. Campau in
the spring.

But the neighborhoods
need to be walkable for
the people who live here,
too. Pedestrian activity in
a place that wants to be,
or sell itself as, one of
the most walkable com-
munities in the state can-
not be seasonal. It must

be year-round and 24/7.
How do we begin? 
First by buying into the

idea that the public
streets and walkways of
Hamtramck are in fact
ours. let's not forget
what “public” means: it's
sharing and contributing
to the geographic space
in which we live, work or
visit. It means all of us
are in this together.

Public life is ours to
shape and govern, now
and later. That's as real
as it gets.

All of us are owners of
the way we move and
navigate through the city.
If we want to walk on win-
ter sidewalks cleared of

snow and ice, we must
imagine, demand and
create solutions. 

But do we? 
Will we invest in our fu-

ture by paying more for a
better quality of life, not
only for ourselves and
our families or for the
sake of our own proper-
ties? Will we put our
heads together and find
solutions that benefit
everyone in Hamtramck,
using models of success
in other, also cash-
strapped, cities? 
Hamtramck native Wal-

ter Wasacz writes a walk-
able discovery column
twice monthly for The Re-
view. 

The zigs and zags of winter walkability
Continued from page 2


