“Your Pharmacy Experts”
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DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY
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We Repair & Install
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• Air Conditioners
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HEATING &
COOLING
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Licensed &
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Quick Hits
There is plenty happening in the Hamtramck Public School
District.
Today, Friday, March
22, HHS drama students will perform an
original play, “Dollar
Store Dreams, a Tale of
Hamtramck,” at the high
school auditorium.
The play, written by
drama coach Nan Walter, starts at 6 p.m., and
tickets are a mere $3.
Check it out because
these kids have loads of
talent.
And then next Tuesday,
March 26, the public is
invited to check out the
district’s All-District Art
and Music Showcase in
the high school community center.
Artwork from the district’s students will be
on display, plus there will
be music performances.
Come on out and
show your support!

It’s out with the old and in with a
new turf at Keyworth Stadium
By Charles Sercombe
Keyworth Stadium’s old,
worn out artiﬁcial turf is
no more.
A couple of weeks ago,
a work crew began tearing
up the turf for disposal. In
about a month, a brandnew turf will be installed
and ready for use.
The new turf is the result of an $800,000 grant
the public school district
received from the Ralph
C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation.
The foundation also
funded a master plan
study on how to go about
making improvements in
Veterans Park, which is
owned by the city.
School and city ofﬁcials
joined forces to seek the
grant, and they are in the
process of seeking a
grant worth $18 million to
restore the city’s historic

The 20-year-old artiﬁcial turf at Keyworth Stadium was recently torn out and will
be replaced with new turf this month.
baseball stadium and
build an entertainment
complex there as well.
The grant program is
part of the foundation’s
effort to get more kids

one hour a day, which is
considered the minimum
amount needed for kids
to be healthy and in
shape. In Detroit, it’s
Continued on page 2

A toast to the city’s
early morning bars

Quote of
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can ﬁnd the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“This is an invasion
of privacy.”

physically active. The nation’s youth are overwhelmingly over-weight
and too inactive.
Nationally only 27 percent of kids play at least

The era of early morning bars is a thing of the past
in Hamtramck, and, yes, so is smoking in bars.

en
Chick es
& Waﬄ

Celebrating
Our 20th
Anniversary!

$ 99

6

When it comes to good
food and great times,
Hamtramck has plenty to
offer. In this column, we’ll
talk about what’s happening at our bars, restaurants and other events
throughout the city.
By Charles Sercombe

It’s a slow Tuesday
morning, and a friend
sends a Facebook message here to The Review,
wondering if there are still
any “geezer” bars that
open early in Hamtramck.
And when we say
Continued on page 4

Poletown
meeting
is set
By Charles Sercombe
Local ofﬁcials aren’t
letting General Motors
get off easy in closing
one of the city’s largest
tax revenue streams.
This Saturday (March
23), a town hall meeting
will be held at the public
library (2360 Caniff) at
9:30 a.m. to discuss the
closing of GM’s Poletown
Plant.
The closing of the
plant will be a ﬁnancial
setback for the city. GM
currently pays the city
about $850,000 per
year in lieu of property
taxes.
The public school district will also lose about
$110,000 per year from
the plant’s closing.
City ofﬁcials want the
plant to remain open,
but barring that, they
want GM to do something with the site so it
won’t remain vacant and
thereby not producing
needed revenue for the
city.
So far, GM isn’t saying
what its plan is, but that
the issue will be a matter of discussion with
the UAW when new contract talks begin in September.
What rubs some folks
wrong about the closing
is that thousands of Detroit residents and business owners were forced
to sell their properties to
make way for the plant.
Continued on page 3

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday
www.mainestreetrestaurant.com
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Burge eer
B
Fries &

$ 99
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Gyro, p
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Fries &

$ 99
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Stop in fo
Smoothier a
!

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available!
Call for Details
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Upcoming
Dinners

Evaline Street Food Co.
Friday, March 22
Lenten Dinner, Meatless
Michigan Theme Part 1
Friday, March 29
Lenten Dinner, Meatless
Michigan Theme Part 2
All dates are at the Polish Sea League

On Facebook groups/evalinestreet
On Twitter @evalinestreet
Email: evalinestreet@gmail.com

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
Notice of Public Hearing
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at 7:00 PM
The City Council will hold a public hearing on
the vacation of certain streets and public
alleys located in the Wilson Farley and
Schmittdiet's Subdivision and Crossman's
Subdivision of Lot 6 in the City of
Hamtramck, Wayne County, Michigan
(Missant Property) on Tuesday, March 26,
2019 at 7:00 PM in City Council Chambers,
Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evaline Street,
Hamtramck, MI 48212.
August Gitschlag
Hamtramck City Clerk

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

Phone (313) 874-2100
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It’s out with the old and in with a new turf at
Keyworth Stadium Continued from front page
worse at 10 percent.
“We’re in a health crisis
in this country,” said
David Egner, President
and CEO of Wilson Foundation. “It’s only going to
get worse if we don’t do
something about it now.”
Keyworth’s new turf
comes just in time for the
upcoming season for the
Detroit City Football Club.
The club’s ﬁrst home
game will be in May.
In the meantime, the
turf will get plenty of workout from local soccer players.

The old turf was way
past its expiration time. It
was ﬁrst installed some
20 years ago, and should
have been replaced about
10 years after that.
It had long ago lost its
spring when walking on it,
and for players – especially the high school football team -- it could feel
as hard as packed dirt
when they got tackled on
it.
But, as they say, better
late than never.

On hand to see the old Keyworth Stadium turf get removed were (from left to right) Detroit City Football
Club co-owner Sean Mann, Public Schools Athletic
Director Brian Anderson, Director of Building Grounds
Richard Wawrzynski and Recreation Director Craig
Daniels.

Metro news…
It’s said that whatever
happens to Detroit, so
goes Hamtramck. Our
friends over at modeldmedia.com have been reporting on fascinating
development projects for
the past several years.
This week, with their
permission, we are sharing one of their features:
Hamtramck residents
now have a third option
to hitch a ride. Move over
Uber and Lyft, the Detroit
Bus Company has a new
transit plan.
Read on:

After several years of
development, the Detroit
Bus Company is ready to
begin rolling out the pilot
phase of its newest transit project.
Detroit Bus Company
is now offering a new
service, Hyper, a transit
system that could grow
the company from a local
one to a global one.
While Detroit Bus Company owner Andy Didirosi
says that the company
he founded in 2011 will
remain a small local
business and maintain
its current services,

Hyper has the potential
to be adopted the world
over.
With the Hyper platform, users hail a ride
through their phones.
The system then sends
them a pick-up point —
which will typically be
under 1/8th of a
mile away. Riders than
board a mini-bus, which
the system sends on efﬁcient routes to their
destinations while picking up people along the
way.
Hyper mini-buses will
be equipped with bike

racks and wiﬁ. In an effort to ensure that the
Hyper service isn't limited to those with smart
phones, the service will
be available through an
app, SMS text messages, and a telephone
operator.
A pilot service could
launch as soon as this
spring.
For those interested,
visit the Detroit Bus
Company online to register as an early adopter of
the program.
By MJ Galbraith

Get Out on the Hamtown!
Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
M-F 10am-6pm www.AzaalPharmacy.com

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
9834 Conant • Hamtramck DROP OFF

Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

313-872-0021

Call for details
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

This week at the library...
ESL Class - Monday
March 25th, 9:00 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck
residents. Registration is
required
ESL Class - Tuesday
March 26th, 12:00 p.m.
ESL classes are free to all
Hamtramck
residents.
Registration is required
ESL Class - Wednesday
March 27th, 9:00 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck
residents. Registration is
required.
ESL Class - Thursday
March 28th, @ 12:00 p.m.
ESL classes are free to all
Hamtramck
residents.
Registration is required
Toddler Time - April 4thMay 9th, Thursdays, 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Children up to age 5 and their
parents and caregivers
are invited for songs, storytelling and playtime.
Movie Night - Tuesdays
at 4:00 p.m. Family
friendly movies, snacks
provided.
Talking is Teaching Monday, April 15th at
11:30 a.m. Do you love
and care for a child who is
a baby, toddler, or preschooler? Join us for this

discussion and information meeting with guest
presenter: Greatstart.org
Prime Time Family
Reading - Thursdays,
March 28th-May 2nd,
5:30-7:00 p.m. Join us for
a six-week reading experience for families with children 6 to 12 years old.
Adults and children will
participate together, sharing a meal, reading excellent books, discussing big
ideas and learning tips for
reading at home. Pre-registration is required.
Community
Garden
Clean-up Day - Saturday
April 6th, 10:00 a.m.Noon. Meeting in the garden next to the library.
Register your plot and prepare for the growing season.
Cut The Cord - 1:00
p.m., Tuesday April 9th.
Cut your cable bill by $500
or more each year (bring
your cable bill). Watch all
your channels, but cut the
cost. Presented by Meteorologist Chris Edwards &
Tech Expert Chuck Eglinton
Spring Break @ HPL Monday 4/1 1:00 pm
Kitchen Chemistry
Tuesday 4/2 1:00 pm

Movie Showing
Tuesday 4/2 4:30-6:30
pm Hands on 4-H Information Night
Wednesday 4/3 2:004:00 pm Drop-in
Thursday 4/4 11:30 am
Money Smart Week Toddler Time
Friday 4/5 3:00 pm
Money Smart Week: Making
Cents
Family
Finances Workshop with
Guest Presenter Motor City
Credit Union
Food For Fines - Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeast Michigan is
once again teaming up
with The Hamtramck Public Library for the annual
Food for Fines/Food for
Thought campaign. Between March 20 and April
30, 2019 The Hamtramck
Public Library will be accepting non-perishable
food donations on behalf
of Gleaners as they work
together to help our hungry neighbors in need. To
thank you for your donation, you will receive library
ﬁne forgiveness for each
item you bring!
(See Library personnel
for details. Fine forgiveness cap may apply.)

For more information about events at the library call
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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Second Front Page
It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
District Art and Music
Showcase
The Hamtramck Public
Schools Music and Art
departments would like
to invite you to the All-District Art and Music Showcase on Tuesday, March
26 at 6 p.m.
The event will take
place in the Hamtramck
Community Center.
Artwork from our talented students will be on
display and music ensembles from all HPS
schools will be performing. Please come out to
support all of the hard
work our students have
put in to make this a fantastic show!
HHS Robotics
John Stofﬂett of the
school’s robotic team
had this to report:
The FIRST Team competed Friday, March 15
and Saturday 16, at the
Detroit First Robotics District Competition held at
Cass Tech High School.
After 12 qualiﬁcation
matches, Team Cosmos
seeded 12th in a strong
ﬁeld of 39 teams. In the
alliance selections for
elimination matches Saturday afternoon, we were
asked by the #3 ranked
team to join their alliance
and accepted the offer.
In the quarter ﬁnals, we
defeated the #6 alliance
and moved on to the
semiﬁnals.
In the semiﬁnals, we
continued our winning
streak and beat the #2
alliance. It was then on to
the ﬁnals.
We fought a good battle, but in the end, after
two exciting matches, we
fell to the #1 alliance. We
know that we did our best
and represented Hamtramck High School and
our gracious sponsors
with a positive attitude,
and are proud to have
ended the weekend as
the 2nd place alliance.
At the awards ceremony
following the event, we re-

Above and below: Early Childhood Elementary School
students and parents had fun during game night.

Continued on page 4

Above and below: Pen pals from Dickinson East and
Holbrook Elementary will soon be meeting up.

ceived the “Autonomous
Award” sponsored by
Ford
Motor.
This
award celebrates the
team that has demonstrated consistent, reliable, high-performance
robot operation during au-

tonomously managed actions.
Evaluation
is
based on the robot’s ability to sense its surroundings, position itself or
onboard mechanisms appropriately, and execute
tasks.

Poletown meeting is set
Continued from front page

That happened in the
mid-1980s, and caused
much emotional turmoil.
The plant is just 34
years old, and it’s been
bafﬂing for some to ﬁgure out why GM is so
eager to shut it down
after all the fuss that
went into building it.
Another rub is that the
U.S. government spent
about $80 billion of taxpayers’ money to bail out

This is what the judges
had to say about Team
Cosmos: “This team navigates DEEP SPACE with
multiple
autonomous
modes to consistently
reach their desired destination during the sandstorm. Their robot also
receives inputs from
FLIGHT CONTROL to automatically adjust its arm
to pre-programmed hatch
heights on either the
rocket or cargo ship. The
co-pilot can take over
ﬁne-tune control during
cargo delivery, allowing
these ASTRONAUTS to
BLAST OFF!!!”
There are 542 FIRST
Teams in the State of
Michigan.
With our
strong performance, we
feel conﬁdent that we will
be one of the top 160
teams invited to the state
championship. We will
know at the end of the
6th week of district
events for sure, and will

GM during the economic
downturn in 2008.
Without the bailout,
GM would have likely
gone out of business, resulting in the loss of
thousands of jobs.
GM has paid all but
$11 billion back from
that bailout.
According to the city,
GM posted a $2.8 billion
proﬁt recently.
The Poletown Plant is

one of four plants being
closed in the U.S., as
well as another one in
Canada. In each of these
communities, the closings are causing folks to
panic about their ﬁnancial futures.
City ofﬁcials want to
hear from the public as
to what they should tell
GM.

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

March 26 – Mass for People on our Prayer List
7 pm
March 27 – Lenten Devotions – Bitter
Lamentations Part 2 - 7pm
ANNUAL RAFFLE for benefit of Holy Cross Parish
P.N.C.C. Sponsored by Ladies’ Societies / Tickets
$5.00 each or 3 for $10.00 / Drawing May 4, 2019
Contacts: Nancy Jedynak 906-322-1223,
jedynakn@yahoo.com;
Jolanta Nowak 313-505-2862, jola@netscape.com;
Katherine Banicki 248-755-4331,
kbanicki@tectest.com

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500
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“geezer,” let it be known
that Toast of the Town is
now ofﬁcially of “geezer”
age -- so no disrespect intended.
Seems this friend had a
hankering for a cold draft
– as in one where you
could sit and chit-chat
with the morning crowd.
The short answer:
Doesn’t look like it anymore, except for the
Motor City Sports Bar on
Jos. Campau on the
southend, which opens at
10 a.m. and which also
serves up one of the best
hamburgers in the area.
That got us to thinking
about the old days, as
well as the not-that-longago days.
Back in the 1990s
there were still a half
dozen or so bars that
opened around 7 a.m.
Where have they all
gone?
Mostly, as the city’s
“geezer” drinking generation died off in that
decade and new immigrants moved in – many
of whom do not partake
in alcohol and the bar
scene – those bars
closed up, one-by-one.
Some were torn down.
Some burned down. And
some were converted into
markets.
Change came fast but
strangely it was hardly noticed.
Hamtramck was crazy
famous as a hard-drinkin’
town. At one time, this
tiny city of 2 square miles
boasted being home to
about 200 bars. It was
the most bars per capita
of any American city, they
said.
There was nearly – literally – a bar on every
neighborhood corner, if
you count the service
clubs as well.
Local historian and author, Greg Kowalski, says
the exact number remains elusive, though.
“No one knows for
sure. After Prohibition, all
kinds of places opened
up. It got to the point that
the city ofﬁcials stopped
issuing liquor licenses,
because even they could-

n’t keep track of them,”
Kowalski told us in an
email.
“Plus, it got into a tangled mess as licenses
were spread among bars,
liquor stores, restaurants
that sold liquor, private
clubs, and stores that
sold liquor. If you took all
those licenses, it was
about 300. Maybe 200
were bars.”
You can read more
about Hamtramck’s incredible
bar
scene
throughout the decades
in Greg’s “They Drank to
That: Bars, Beer and the
Beat of Hamtramck.”
Greg has a dozen or so
books about Hamtramck
out, which many of them
can be bought at the
Hamtramck Historical Museum (located at 9525
Jos. Campau).
Trust us, all of them are
fun reads.
There is still a thriving
bar scene in Hamtramck,
but many of the bars
don’t open until afternoon; and others not until
evening.
The scene has also
changed quite a bit. Back
when, many of the bars
here were on the rough
side. But there were a
few mellower bars. And
there were some nightclubs that offered live
music.
It was back in the late
1970s and early 1980s
when the rock and roll
kids took over a handful
of bars – most notable
Lili’s 21 Club, which still
survives as a rock bar but
is now called The Painted
Lady.
Some of the more notorious
bars
included
Adam’s Corner Bar at
Caniff and Lumpkin, and,
across
the
street,
Tardie’s.
Those were strictly for
locals, though, and outsiders could very fast ﬁnd
themselves in a tense
face-to-face situation.
My memory of Adams,
which was torn down to
make room for the expansion of Caniff Electric,
was that you could see
some of the town’s

Our Lady
Queen of
Apostles
Annual 40 Hours Lenten Devotion
Friday, March 29 8:30 AM Mass (Opening),
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Adoration until Noon
Sat., March 30
Communal Penance Service
11:00 AM, Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament from 4:30 until 5:30 PM
Mass, Healing Mass-5:30 PM
Sunday, March 31 8:00 AM and 9:30 AM Masses,
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Adoration, Parish Choir Tribute2:30 PM, Closing of 40 Hours
Devotion with procession-3:00 PM
Some of the services will be in Polish and English
For more information, please call 313-891-1520

11420 Conant • Hamtramck
— All Are Invited —

Phone (313) 874-2100

movers and shakers –
major business owners
and certain high-proﬁle
politicians – stumbling
out of there around 7 or 8
in the morning.
The place was notorious for fencing stolen
goods and for being a
place where you could
place bets on horses -- or
whatever. I often wondered if the bar ever ofﬁcially shut down after the
ofﬁcial closing hour, or if
they just locked the door,
turned off the lights and
let everyone continue
drinking until dawn.
For some neighbors,
the bar was a nuisance,
and cops were often
called there to settle
things down. Sometimes,
guns were drawn.
There was another thing
that always caught my attention when driving into
work at the old Citizen
newspaper ofﬁce. Adam’s
had a an incongruously
ﬂowery sign out front that
said “Think Spring.”
During the darkest and
coldest part of winter,
that sign always gave me
encouragement and hope
that, yes, spring would
soon be here.
The memory of all the
old bars in town that
used to open early was
mentioned by Toast on
the Facebook page called
“Hamtramck Memories –
Back in the Day.”
The memories came
ﬂooding back for many.
Some of the old bars remembered included: The
Norwalk (one of my favorites, where “Fast
Eddie” served up 75-cent
drafts of Beck’s dark
beer); the Blue Goose,
the Blue Jay, Head Coach
(which may have been the
last bar to open early),
Opokas, the Congor,
P&L’s, J&S, Club 77,
Hank’s (which is now
Bumbo’s), the Port, the All
American, the Senate,
Macey’s and on and on.
Those are a lot of memories, and that list barely
scratches the surface.
Do yourself a favor, and
go get Greg Kowalski’s
book on the city’s bars.
And then sit down and
read it at your own favorite Hamtramck bar one
afternoon.
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keep you updated.
Thank you for your support. Without your help, it
wouldn’t have been possible.
Early Childhood Elementary School News
The gym was ﬁlled with
enthusiastic parents, students and the Early Childhood staff as they had
fun on Thursday, March
14 for game night.
Learning Gizmo's, an
educational supply store
from Warren, had everyone entertained with the
games they brought. Students and parents played
math and reading games
that challenged all different skills and skill levels.
Game night started
with pizza and beverages
in the cafeteria. Each
family received a $15
coupon to purchase a
game of their choice.
Many parents and students walked away with
free games because of
this coupon. It was a fun,
educational night for all.
Dickinson East and
Holbrook Elementary
School News
Students in Mr. Joseph
Schneider’s ﬁfth grade
class at Holbrook School
and Ms. Rahiel HouseyJohnson’s sixth grade
class at Dickinson East
have been writing pen pal
letters to each other all
school year.
They write about the
joys and challenges of
school life, as well as fun
activities outside of
school. The students are
looking forward to having
a picnic where they will
meet their pen pal in person. This is the seventh
year of this ongoing project to help build the enjoyment of writing.
Hamtramck
High
School Drama Club
Hamtramck
High
School Drama club presents an original drama by
Nan Walter, “Dollar Store
Dreams, a Tale of Hamtramck.”
The play is tonight, Friday, March 22, at 6 p.m.

The Hamtramck High School robotics team, from left
to right: Nicholas Gubin, Rudra Burua, Farhan Irfan,
Thair Mohamed and Waale Mohamed. Not pictured
is teammate Yusuf Alsaidi.

at
Hamtramck
High
School, 11410 Charest.
Admission is $3. Tickets
may be purchased at the
door.
Enrollment Information
Hamtramck residents
may enroll their children
in Hamtramck Public
Schools at the HPS Business Ofﬁce, 3201 Roosevelt. School of Choice
applications will be accepted during the following dates: Kindergarten:
Unlimited, March 14
through September 5;
grades 1st through 12th:
Unlimited, March 14
through June 28.
Late school of choice
applications cannot be
accepted. School of
choice applicants may be
denied based on the student’s attendance and/or
discipline record.
You will need to bring
with you: an original birth
document (raised seal
birth certiﬁcate, passport, green card, visa), an
up-to-date immunization
record, a ﬁnal 20182019 report card/transcript,
parent
identiﬁcation, two current
proofs of residency (utility
bill, mortgage statement,
formal signed lease,
paystub, etc.) and proof
of income (required only
for preschool applications).
Kindergarten Roundup
Dates:
Holbrook: March 27 at
1 p.m.; Dickinson East:
April 11 at 4 p.m.; Dickinson West: April 17 at

3:30 p.m.; Tau Beta: April
18 at 1 p.m.
Upcoming Events:
• March 22 -- End of
3rd quarter.
• March 22 -- Half Day
for Horizon High SchoolFinal Exams.
• March 28 -- Report
Card #3 Distributed.
• March 30-April 7 -- No
school for students and
staff. Spring Break.
• April 8 -- School resumes for all students.
• April 9 -- Hamtramck
High School and Horizon
High School,
• SAT test for 11th and
12th grade (SAT Seniors);
PSAT 10 for 10th grade.
No school for 9th grade
and 12th grade seniors
who previously took SAT.
• April 10 -- Hamtramck
High School and Horizon
High School,
• WorkKeys 11th grade
and
12th
grade
(WorkKeys
Seniors);
PSAT 9 for 9th grade. No
school for 10th grade
and 12th grade seniors
who took WorkKeys.
• April 19 -- No school
for students and staff.
Recreation Department
News
For more information,
give us a call at (313)
892-2635. Follow us on
Facebook for the most
up-to-date information:
www.Facebook.com/Ham
tramckRecreationDepartment
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman
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In Our Opinion
Detroit’s disregard for its past
has encroached on Hamtramck
The Detroit Land Bank
Authority can add another blunder to its rocky
tenure.
The organization had
previously come under
scrutiny for failing to
monitor a demolition
contractor’s work. The
contractor had been
using improper backﬁll
for housing structures
that had been razed.
Now, the Authority has
come under criticism for
allowing a historic log
cabin to be torn down.
The cabin, located a just
a few blocks north of the
Hamtramck-Detroit bor-

der, was supposed to be
moved to Zussman Park.
It was once in an area
known as Hamtramck
Township and was considered an artifact worth
saving.
The Hamtramck HisCommission
toric
thought they had the cooperation of the Authority to save the structure,
which dated back to the
1800s.
But things went sideways recently when the
Authority allowed the
cabin to be demolished,
despite earlier promises
to save it.

This, folks, is the face
of government dysfunction. And it is such a Detroit thing to do.
Detroit has a long history of allowing historic
buildings to be demolished for supposed rede–
velopment
redevelopment
that
rarely occurs or ends up
being worth it.
Detroit ofﬁcials have
long had no appreciation
of their own past. It’s no
surprise they have no interest in saving Hamtramck’s past either.
Thanks for nothing, Detroit.

Hamtramck Public Schools in
solidarity against forces of hate
By Thomas Niczay
Superintendent of
Schools
The devastating attack
in Christchurch, New
Zealand brings us together in determination
to ﬁght hatred with friendship. Hamtramck Public
Schools stands in solidarity with our Muslim
families. Peddlers of
hate will not succeed in
their futile and violent attempts to divide us.
Every person deserves
peace in their place of
worship, in their house
and in their school. It is
our responsibility to care

for, respect and protect
every student and staff
member. We view the responsibility of safety as
our top priority.
HPS is prepared to provide crisis interventions
and counseling sessions
for both students and
staff for as long as necessary to combat fear
and anxiety.
If needed, contact your
individual school administrator for help, or call
the Special Services Department at (313) 8922038, or email Mrs.
Robie, Special Services
Director at: srobie@ham-

tramckschools.org.
We must all work together to eradicate the
root causes of violence,
hatred, racism, nationalism and religious exclusion.
From the massacre at
the Emmanuel African
Episcopal
Methodist
Church in Charleston,
South Carolina to the recent massacre at two
mosques in Christchurch,
New Zealand, hate affects everyone.
The hatred that is occurring worldwide can be
combated by genuine
friendship.

Historic preservationist earns
another recognition for her work
Fundraiser… Time is
ticking on the online
fundraiser to replace the
ﬁeld at the historic Hamtramck baseball stadium.
The Piast Institute and
the Friends of Historic
Hamtramck
Stadium
launched a fundraiser at
patronicity.com/hhs with
the hope to raise at least
$50,000.
By the time The Review
went to press Thursday,
over $30,000 had been
pledged.
If the $50,000 goal is
met, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation will kick in a
matching $50,000.
The online campaign
runs until April 2. If the
money comes through,
the ﬁeld will accommodate baseball, cricket,
soccer and community
events.
Also helping out are
the good folks with the
Hamtramck
Stadium
Grounds Crew.
They are hosting a
fundraiser at Baker
Streetcar Bar (9817 Jos.

Campau) on Saturday,
March 30, from 7 p.m. to
midnight.
There is no cover, but
donations are encouraged.
Here’s
what
the
Grounds Crew had to say
on the Facebook event
page:
“2019 marks the
100th anniversary of the
founding of the Detroit
Stars, and we want to
celebrate with you!
“The Hamtramck Stadium Grounds Crew and
the Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium invite you to celebrate the
rebirth of one the last remaining Negro League
ballparks in America, historic Hamtramck Stadium.
“We're nearing the end
of our ﬁrst-ever crowdfunding campaign, and
we want to end it on a
high note. So, join us
Saturday, March 30, at
Baker Streetcar Bar for
some great food, great
conversation, and a great
cause.

“We'll talk baseball,
soccer, cricket, and more,
and we'll bring you all up
to date on everyone's favorite ‘diamond in the
rough,’ historic Hamtramck Stadium.
“Baker’s
bartender
Hannah Fielstra will be
slinging the drinks, and
proprietor Rocky Radtke
will be whipping up a
batch of his famous
homemade
spaghetti
(suggested donation $5–
$10 per plate), so come
early and come hungry!
“Admission to the
event is free!
“Donations to the campaign are welcome, but
not required, especially if
you've already donated!
We just wanna see your
smiling faces and see
who's ready to help us
get the ﬁeld back in playing shape for 2019!
“So, come celebrate
the beginning of the rebirth of one of the last remaining Negro League
ballparks in America, historic Hamtramck Stadium.”

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

By Alan Madlane
Hamtramck’s
own
house
and
building
wunpreservationist
derkind is at it again.
Winning recognition for
her talents, that is.
It was just last summer
that Rebecca Binno Savage was being mentioned in these pages for
receiving the prestigious
Citizen’s Award from the
Michigan Historic Preservation Network.
Follow that up with an
appearance in a recent
Crain’s Detroit Business’s “Notable Women
in Real Estate,” and she
is on a deﬁnite roll.
Crain’s ﬁrst refers to
her as “a valuable advocate for preservation in
Michigan and… Toledo,
Ohio,” before going on to
tout
her
numerous
preservation-related appointments on various

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an ad today.

(313) 874-2100

Rebecca Binno Savage

boards and committees.
These currently include
the Downtown Detroit
Partnership, the Detroit
Area Art Deco Society
and even a preservation
adviser position with the
Detroit Sound Conservancy.
She has held other positions with an even
broader variety of organi-

zations, including several
in Hamtramck such as
the DDA, the Brownﬁeld
Authority and the Friends
of Historic Hamtramck
Stadium, as well as
Preservation Wayne.
She was, of course, instrumental in helping to
secure the future of the
baseball stadium in Veterans Park, the site of
numerous Negro League
baseball games.
Crain’s also mentions
her speciﬁc knowledge of
the Federal Historic Tax
Credit program as having
helped with being able to
help save so many buildings around town.
The magazine notes a
quote from Kraemer Design Group’s co-founder
Robert Kraemer, regarding Binno Savage’s “incredible attention to
detail and care” being
central to her success.
BARBER
SHOP

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.
Men’s Cut
Seniors (60+)

8

9

$ 50 $ 50
Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

(313) 365-5240
$895

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.
By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
Jan. 8, and all councilmembers were present.
Finance Director Susan
Hendricks gave an update
on the city’s pension fund.
The pension is funded at
only 40 percent. Hendricks said she will put together an “action plan” to
update the city’s ﬁnancial
contribution to the fund.
During public comment,

Robert Zwolak complained about the ongoing
payments that property
owners have to make toward settling a 50-year-old
housing discrimination
lawsuit.
He speciﬁcally was
upset that taxpayers are
still paying for the legal
services of an attorney
representing the plaintiffs.
Bill Meyer said he had

Hamtramck Moose Lodge #1670

Fish
Fry
Fridays

heard about “violence”
that happened at the previous council meeting regarding interactions of
some councilmembers
during a closed meeting.
He said councilmembers need “to ﬁnd ways to
work together.”
Nasr Hussain said several cities decided to opt
out of allowing the sale of
recreational marijuana,
and he urged Hamtramck
to also opt out.
He also opposed a new
requirement in the city’s
ﬁre code that says all
rental dwellings must
have a ﬁre extinguisher.
He said tenants should
be encouraged to just call
911 and get out of the
house instead of trying to
put out a ﬁre.

Later in the meeting,
Councilmember Ian Perrotta said the code is
“to
promote
meant
safety.”
The council unanimously approved updating
the ﬁre code.
Cathie Gordon complained that code enforcers have been running
the license plates of people parking in her lot on
Jos. Campau.
“This is an invasion of
privacy,” Gordon said.
A lengthy discussion
was held on updating the
city’s business sign ordinance.
Nasr Hussain urged the
council to allow businesses to have larger
signs than what the proposed ordinance limits.

Councilmember Fadel
Al-Marsoumi agreed, saying the regulations are
“still restrictive.”
“We need to make the
sign ordinance in favor of
businesses,” he said.
Councilmember Anam
Miah proposed to increase the maximum size
of signs by one foot.
“I don’t think it will be
overbearing,” he said.
Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski
complained
that the council keeps
making changes to the ordinance at the last
minute.
Councilmember
Perrotta said it was “irresponsible”
to
make
last-minute changes.
“Making changes at
this time is not wise,” Perrotta said.
Mayor Karen Majewski
said it is inconsiderate to
make changes at this
point because the Plan
Commission
already

looked over the proposed
ordinance update.
Commission members,
she said, have a “wealth
of experience” in such
matters, and to make
changes appears “arbitrary.”
A bare majority of councilmembers, which inMiah,
cluded
Al-Marsoumi, Saad Almasmari and Abu Musa, approved the modiﬁcation.
The full ordinance was
also approved by the
same bare majority of
councilmembers.
The council agreed to
accept a grant from the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Community Forestry Grant program, totaling $13,800.
The grant will allow a
survey to be conducted to
see how many trees the
city has, and where more
trees need to be planted.

through Lent

March 8th until April 19th
Come enjoy great food and great service.

One of Hamtramck’s original fish fry’s!
4-8pm

9421 Conant • Hamtramck
313-871-9115

A professional
pharmacy
serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist
• We accept most
insurance policies
• Our prices are very
competitive
• We carry a large selection
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF
THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND
WE ARE ALL OUR OWN WORST
ENEMY HERE IS A PRAYER
YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY
HEAVENLY FATHER PLEASE
SAVE ME FROM ME

FMIC
Food Ministries in
Collaboration
To make a tax deductible
donation send to:
Harp of God Ministry
FMIC
P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202
P.S. Send copy to friends

Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD
Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist
Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

2922
Carpenter,
Brick
Commercial
building,
$299,900

Sell Your Home for Top Dollar!
11598 Lumpkin-large multi-family,
3-br/living/dining/kitchen in each
unit Multiple offer situation.
Highest and best deadline
3/25/19 by 5 p.m. $99,900

2265
Norwalk
Multi-family or
large single family,
full basement,
2-car garage

NEW!
11593
Lumpkin

G!
N
I
D
PEN

Single family
home

Price Reduced

$79,900
2142 Frazho,
Warren
Condominium,
1100 square
feet, many
updates, nice
lay out, great
location
$134,900

!
D
L
SO

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663
$89,900

27881
Sylvan,
Warren
Brick Ranch,
3 beddrooms,
1.5 baths.
$134,900

G!
N
I
D
PE N

12092
Mitchell
NEW PRICE!
$74,900
MultiFamily

!
D
L
SO

leanneconger@gmail.com
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HOUSE
FOR SALE

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane, 248-659-2325.

New Al-Baraka, call 313366-0500 or 202-6642756.

APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full
basement, 2 car garage,
turn-key house, $125,000,
248-879-2521, ask for
Pete.
HOUSE
FOR RENT
2 family flat, 12875 St.
Louis, call Palo or Diane,
248-818-6542. 3/29

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Phone (313) 874-2100

HELP
WANTED

SEEKING
PERSON
Piast Institute is seeking
persons for Prevention
Program and other summer/ VISTA programs.
Send resume to skrzyniarz@piastinstitute.org.
3/22

Detroit Coney is hiring,
cooks wanted. Hollywood
Coney Island, 20240
Grand River Ave., Det., MI
48219. Top $$$ pay for
real cooks, 3 shifts available. No phone calls
please. Text your name
and phone # to: Nick,
PUBLIC
AUTO AUCTION

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

7

586-491-5448. 3/29
Public Auto Auction to be
held at 10230, Livernois,
Detroit-March 28th 11 AM
held by Car Rescue. 3/22

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an ad today.

(313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers March 12-18.
Tuesday, March 12
• A resident reported
she lost her passport.
• A Florian St. resident
reported being assaulted.
• A Gallagher St. resident
reported
their
teenager ran away from
home.
Wednesday, March 13
• A Detroit resident was
arrested for trespassing
and for being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant.
• A Geimer St. resident
reported an incident of
fraud.
• A Dyar St. resident reported a break-in.
• A Detroit resident was
arrested after a trafﬁc stop
for driving without a license and for being
wanted on various warrants.
• A Jacob St. resident
reported an incident of
fraud.
Thursday, March 14
• Michigan State Police
turned over an Auburn
Hills resident who was
wanted on a Hamtramck
felony warrant.

• A Faber St. resident reported a suspicious situation.
• A Hewitt St. resident
reported a break-in.
Friday, March 15
• At 2:30 a.m., a Detroit
resident was arrested for
being wanted on a Hamtramck warrant.
• At a little after 3 a.m.,
four Detroit residents were
arrested in the area of Dequindre and Caniff for assault and battery.
• A Holbrook St. resident reported his vehicle
was stolen.
Saturday, March 16
• At a little after 2 a.m.,
ofﬁcers responded to a
break-in alarm at a residence in the 11600 block
of Lumpkin St. Ofﬁcers secured the residence.
• At almost 2 a.m.,
three Detroit residents, a
Roseville resident and a
Warren resident were arrested after a trafﬁc stop
for possessing open intoxicants.
• At a little after 6 a.m.,
ofﬁcers found a loose dog
at Jos. Campau and Florian. The dog was later reContinued on page 8

Service Directory
PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Celebrating
50 Years of
Service!

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

Financing Available
• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

★ Fast Same Day Service ★

PAINTING

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
6/30/19

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

OFF

New clients only. Not to be
combined with any other offers.

Beneﬁts include:
• Top Pay • Insurance
• Vacation • Holiday Pay

www.waterworkplumbing.com
FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

POWDER COATING

Service • Installation • Repairs

586-838-7598

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

Hiring Professional
Plumbers!

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN
CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

20

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts • Free Estimates

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Labor on
Any Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,
Installation or Repair.

AVAILABLE 24/7

$

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Vince

10% Discount

LICENSED & INSURED

6/30/19

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &
Boilers, Plumbing,
Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

MASTER PLUMBER

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

Let Our Service Directory
Do the Work For You!
Call Dave (313) 874-2100
248-835-3352
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ings.
• A resident reported
being a victim of fraud
through eBay.
• A resident was arrested for attempting to
break into a vehicle.
Monday, March 18
• At about 11:30 p.m., a
resident was arrested for
sexual assault.
• A Charest St. resident
reported someone damaged his vehicle.
• A Detroit resident reported that he was assaulted while at Conant
and Prescott.

Coming events
WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block
meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior Day Center. This
block club includes all residents and businesses
west of Jos. Campau and north of Holbrook.
FRIDAY, March 22, 9 a.m. – Wayne County Commissioner Martha Scott hosts a free Community
Coffee Hour every fourth Friday of the month at
Maine Street Restaurant, 11650 Jos. Campau.
SATURDAY, April 13, 2-4 p.m. -- Soup Kitchen at
Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming.
Everyone is welcome.

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck was one of
many communities in the
nation to hold a vigil for the
terrorist victims of New
Zealand.
About 100 residents,
mostly men from the Bengali and Yemeni communities, gathered in Zussman
Park Sunday night, forming
a circle in the center of the
park.
Several
community
members and political
leaders spoke to those
gathered. Some of those
attending held up homemade signs, with some
saying:
• “NZ kill the killer”
• “Do not kill me because I’m Muslim”
• “Stop killing Muslims”
• “Muslims are human
like you.”
The ﬁrst to speak was
Ibrahim Aljahim, who said:
“We are here to make a
stand against terrorism.”
The terrorism in question involved a self-described white supremacist
in New Zealand who killed
50 people in two mosques
last week. The shooter
was arrested, and has
been charged in the
killings.
Mayor Karen Majewski

KELLY’S

BAR

said the city is prepared to
help the Muslim community at a moment’s notice.
She urged those attending
the vigil to immediately call
the police of there is a suspicious situation at their
mosque.
“Any threat to the Muslim community is a threat
to all of us,” Majewski
said. “We stand with you.”
Dr. Khalid Almasmari
said there is no reason
why people should fear for
their safety at their place
of worship -- be it a
mosque, church or synagogue.
America, he said, is “the
land of the free.”
Bill Meyer of OneHamtramck -- an organization
that describes itself as
“an independent non-governmental progressive organization dedicated to
bringing communities together in the diverse city of
Hamtramck” -- said that although the shootingså
took place in New Zealand,
“It’s as American as apple
pie.”
He also noted this country’s long history of mistreating minorities, starting
with the native population
and the enslavement of
Africans.
“This has been a white
power country for 200
years,” Meyer said.
Scenes from last Sunday’s vigil in Zussman
Park.

LIQUOR

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

Lunch & Dinner Served
Fridays 11-8pm

313-872-0387

Walleye • Lake Perch Dinner
Cod Dinner • Fish Sandwich

Home of the Original
Taco & Reuben Pierogies

Friday, March 22, 2019

Community calls for unity following
New Zealand shootings

Continued from page 7
united with its owner.
• Detroit police recovered a car that was stolen
in Hamtramck.
Sunday, March 17
• A break-in was reported in the 2400 block
of Danforth St.
• A business in the
11400 block of Jos. Campau was cited for operating
without a valid license.
• At almost 2 a.m., a
resident in the 12000
block of Sobieski St. reported being shot at by an
unknown male. Ofﬁcers retrieved multiple shell cas-
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