“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

$ 00
$ 99
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GENERICS

GENERICS

90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available.

Unlimited calls to a doctor,
for you and your family.

$
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Strawberry Festival
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hotos of legendary Negro League
baseball player emerge
— HAMTRAMCK'S NEWSPAPER OF RECORD —

Have any out-of-date
prescriptions?
Or medications you no
longer need?
If so, don’t throw them
out or ﬂush them down
the toilet.
Instead, the Hamtramck Drug Free Coalition
(HDFCC)
is
partnering with the Hamtramck Police Department for the upcoming
National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day on
April 27.
According to the Coalition press release:
A temporary collection
box will be located in the
Hamtramck Senior Plaza
lobby (2620 Holbrook)
where community members are encouraged to
bring unused or expired
medication for proper
and safe disposal. The
collection will run from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
You can drop off prescription medication,
over-the-counter medicine, vitamins and medication for pets.

P

ﬁrst
annual
Negro
Leagues baseball reunion.
What started out as a
birthday party for Clint
“The Hawk” Thomas
turned into a full-ﬂedged
reunion featuring the likes
of Ray Dandridge, Buck
Leonard, Buck O’Neil, and
Judy Johnson.
Former Detroit Stars
center ﬁelder Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes made
the trip from Detroit, traveling by plane for just the
second time in his life.
The Nashville native,
then 78, had retired to
Detroit, where after his
baseball career he'd
worked for nearly 30
years in the foundry at
the Ford Motor Company's storied Rouge
complex.
It was there at the
Rouge in the 1950s, long
before there was a Motown
Records, that
Stearnes worked alongside a young Berry
Gordy.
Stearnes, a proliﬁc
home-run hitter who
starred for the Stars in

(Hamtramck’s historic
baseball stadium was the
home of the Detroit Stars
back in the 1930s. The
team was part of the
Negro National Baseball
League. A number of legendary players once
graced the field, including
Norman
“Turkey”
Stearnes.)
By Dave Mesrey
Special to The Review
Every picture tells a
story, and this one is no
exception.
In the summer of 1979,
a group of aging AfricanAmerican
ballplayers
gathered
in
Greenup, Kentucky, at the
home of newspaper publisher Tom Stultz for the

en
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Celebrating
Our 20th
Anniversary!

$ 99

6

Gift Certificates
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm
Closed Sunday
www.mainestreetrestaurant.com

the 1920s and '30s
(ﬁrst on the city's east
side at Mack Park, and
later at Hamtramck
Stadium), was a man
of few words.
He let his bat do the
talking.
Stearnes was “one
of the greatest hitters
we ever had," Satchel
Paige once said. "He
was as good as Josh
[Gibson]. He was as good
as anybody who ever
played ball.”
“Turkey Stearnes was a
ﬁve-tool player and one of
the greatest power
hitters in baseball
history — not just
Negro League history,” says baseball
historian
Gary
Gillette. “There's
no doubt that he
would have been
a superstar in
Major
League
Baseball if he
had been alPhotos courtesy
of John Collier/
Detroit Free
Press

lowed to cross the color
line.
“Tragically, he received
his due way too late,
decades after his death,
Continued on page 2

It’s take
two for
Holbrook
By Charles Sercombe
The Holbrook repair
project is back on the
road.
The intersection at Holbrook and Gallagher is
now closed off, as workers begin to tear up the
street all the way to Conant.
At the same time, new
sidewalks will also be installed. The work takes
up where the project left
off last fall. The ﬁrst
phase started last year
at Holbrook and Jos.
Campau and stopped at
Gallagher.
The water lines running
under the street are also
being replaced.
It’s not clear how long it
will take to complete this
leg of the project.
The project was supposed to be completed
last year but both union
road workers (Operating
Engineers Local 324)
and the contractors (the
Michigan Infrastructure &
Transportation Association) went on strike for
three weeks last summer.
The workers said they
Continued on page 2

Continued on page 6

WE CATER!

/mo.

Live Music!

/month

Quick Hits

1499

Polish Muslims
Saturday, May 4,
6:30-9:30

Sat., MAY 4th - Sun., 5th

Check Facebook for schedule
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My T Health Plus

See www.sav-mor.com for details.

St. Florian Parish
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30-DAY SUPPLY*

www.StFlorianParish.org
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Delicious Polish
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It’s take two for
Holbrook
Continued from front page

had been locked out.
Then-Gov. Rick Snyder
helped broker a deal to
end the labor dispute.
Businesses along the
road will be open during
construction, but obviously it will be a challenge for customers to
reach them.

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, April 12, 2019

hotos of legendary Negro League
baseball player emerge

P

Continued from front page

The project, costing $1
million, is being funded
largely through the federal government – although the city has to
kick in 20 percent of the
costs out of its yearly
street repair fund.

PLAV Post 10 &
Evaline Street Food Co.
present

— Friday, April 12, 2019 —

Asian Seafood & Stir Fry Night
4:30 - 8:30 PM
Cantonese Steamed Fish, Japanese Curry
w/ Shrimp Tempura, Pad Thai, Pole-Asian
Dumplings, Spicy Noodles, Seafood Rangoon
& Mandarin Orange Cake.

— Friday, April 19, 2019 —

New England Seafood Night
4:30-8:30 PM
Lobster Rolls, Clam Bakes, Crispy Cod & Fries, Peel
& Eat Shrimp, Shrimp Tartlets, Cheesecake & Lemon
Curd Parfait, Craft Lemonade & Ice Tea.

Proceeds from these events go to support the
PLAV and local veteran causes.
Pre-orders for Lobster Rolls & Clam Bakes are
available through 4/12/2019.

PLAV Post 10
11824 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

when he was inducted
into the Hall of Fame.”
When Detroit Free
Press sportswriter Joe Lapointe got home from the
Negro Leagues reunion,
he and Freep photographer John Collier invited
Stearnes to a photo
shoot at Tiger Stadium,
where Stearnes was
never allowed to play because of the color of his
skin.
No one knew it at the
time, but in the summer
of '79 Turkey Stearnes
was gravely ill.
“That was the last time
with my dad before he
passed,” said Stearnes'
daughter Joyce Stearnes
Thompson. “He looks so
frail, but it was a glorious
moment — a moment he
had been denied.”
Collier's
signature
photo from that day eventually made its way to
Cooperstown,
when
Stearnes was posthumously inducted into the
Hall of Fame in 2000.
Taking his stance at
home plate, his bat softly
cradled in his massive

hands, Stearnes cast his
gaze deep into the outﬁeld, where he sat as a
spectator for so many
days in the bleachers in
the 1950s and '60s.
“In his eyes, you can
see the story of the Negro
Leagues,”
said
Gillette, founder and president of the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Stadium. “It’s the triumph of
determination over discrimination, and the triumph of dignity over
despair.”
Standing in the same
left-handed batter's box
once occupied by his
white crosstown contemporary Ty Cobb, a dying
stares
Stearnes
stoically into center ﬁeld.
He is the luckiest man
on the face of the earth.
“I
remember
his
hands — he had very
large hands, and the way
he gripped the bat, you
could tell he was a pro,"
said Lapointe. “I remember he was dressed really
sharp. He still had an athletic physique, and his
clothes brought that out.

The magic moment ...
was when he picked up
the bat and took his
stance in the batter's
box. ... He just snapped
back into this batting
stance, and he looked
like a power hitter for
sure.”
“Dad would always wear
clothes that were a little
too big for him,” said
daughter Rosilyn Brown.
“But we wanted him to
look sharp, so we went to
Sears and got him something that really ﬁt.
“I let him pick out his
shoes, and he came back
with a pair of house
shoes. I said, 'Dad, you
can't wear house shoes
to the reunion!'”
Collier was sifting
through
his
photo
archives recently when he
made a remarkable discovery: two never-beforeseen pictures of Turkey
Stearnes from that fateful
day at Tiger Stadium.
“John Collier was excellent,” Lapointe says.
“He's very imaginative,
and he sees things with a
good eye. He's aware of

more than a lot of photographers, and he sees a
picture where some
don't.”
“Dad didn't laugh a lot,”
Thompson said, “so that
visual gives me some closure. It feels good to see
my dad smiling.”
“I loved to see Dad
smile,” says Brown. “I
think he was smiling because he was happy he ﬁnally got a chance to
swing his bat at Tiger Stadium.”
(Dave Mesrey is a local
writer and a huge baseball
fan. This story first appeared at the blog: hamtramckstadium.blogspot.c
omin. That was in 2018. It
is being reprinted here
with his permission.)

Call
(313) 874-2100

For every $100 spent in locally owned business,
$68 returns to the community
source: the350project.net

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
M-F 10am-6pm www.AzaalPharmacy.com

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
9834 Conant • Hamtramck DROP OFF

Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

313-872-0021

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza
Call for details

A HUD High
Performer

• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

This week at the library...
ESL Class - Monday
April 15th, 9:00 am and
12:00 pm. ESL classes
are free to all Hamtramck residents. Registration is required.

Movie Night - Tuesdays at 4 pm. Family
friendly movies, snacks
provided.

sources and services.
#READYTOCODE
Wednesdays May 1stMay 29th 3:45-4:45 pm

Talking is Teaching Monday, April 15th at
11:30 am. Do you love
and care for a child who
is a baby, toddler, or preschooler? Join us for
this discussion and information meeting with
guest presenter: Greatstart.org

Food For Fines Gleaners Community
Food Bank of Southeast
Michigan is once again
teaming up with The
Hamtramck Public Library for the annual
Food for Fines/Food for
Thought campaign. BeESL Class - Wednestween March 20 and
day April 17th, 9:00 am
A UNIVERSE OF STO- April 30,2019 The Hamand 12:00 pm. ESL
classes are free to all RIES, SUMMER LI- tramck Public Library
Hamtramck residents. BRARY
PROGRAM will be accepting nonRegistration is required. 2019 - Registration perishable food donaopens Monday June tions on behalf of
ESL Class - Thursday 17th! Come to the Li- Gleaners as they work
April 18th, @ 12:00 pm. brary to sign up and get together to help our
ESL classes are free to your activity log! This is hungry neighbors in
all Hamtramck resi- a Free Program Open to need. To thank you for
dents. Registration is all youth ages 4-12. your donation, you will
KICK-OFF EVENT: Ani- receive library ﬁne forrequired.
mal
Astronauts, giveness for each item
Toddler Time - April Wednesday, June 26th you bring!
(See Library person4th-May 9th, Thursdays, @ 2:00pm
Homeschool Day @ nel for details. Fine for11:30 am to 12:30 pm.
giveness
cap
may
Children up to age 5 HPL
Friday, May 3rd @ apply.)
and their parents and
caregivers are invited 12:30 pm
Join us for program
for songs, storytelling
highlighting library reand playtime.
ESL Class - Tuesday
April 16th, 12:00 pm.
ESL classes are free to
all Hamtramck residents. Registration is
required.

For more information about events at the library call
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us
where you can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

Friday, April 12, 2019
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Second Front Page
Our Lady Queen of
Apostles Parish

By Alan Madlane
“The
Vinyl
Craze”
sounds like something
that would have occurred
in the 1960s, and had to
do with people who enjoyed their car seats
just… a … bit … too …
much…
It really has to do with
the by-now well-documented revival of interest
in record albums, among
both millennial hipsters
and nostalgic fogeys
alike.
It’s almost easier these
days to ﬁnd music stores
selling the vinyl version of
a new release than the
CD. Maybe because they
typically charge almost
twice as much for the former.
Somebody swallowed a
cynical pill today, you
say? Well, mebbe so. Cyn
is in too, I’d reply.
But to the point: Which
is: Something: Record
Store Day!
There’s a day for everything these days, and this
Saturday (April 13) is that
day for those who liked
them good old days.
Remember when you
could grab seemingly
endless copies of Ramones albums for three
bucks all day long at
Sam’s Jams? Well, we
shoulda.
Now, we have the nostalgic privilege of spend-

ing $20 a pop for ‘em on
Discogs or Popsike, and
then putting pics of ‘em
up on Facebook web-

teenie pop or bland “nu
metal,” whatever the
heck that is.
This day is the anti-that.

Saturday is for crate diggers when independentlyowned record stores across the country, including
two in Hamtramck, celebrate Record Store Day.

pages like we just bagged
a big stinky ﬁsh.
Anyway, it’s the 12th annual version of a day
meant to celebrate the independent record store
over the conglomerate
giant (note to all: most
conglomerates
have
dropped or minimized
music sales completely
because your average
doofuses nowadays prefer to pay for thin air, as
in, “downloads,” which is
the song with no: cover
art, band info, or, you
know, fun.
As the president might
say: “Sad.” But I suppose
it makes perfect sense if
you’re trading in disposal

So, head on over to your
local shoppes, which are
shops spelled like they’re
located in ye olde Englande (okay, England, you
got me). Hamtrammie’s
got a deuce: Detroit
Threads on Jos. Campau,
and The Record Graveyard up on Carpenter.
Detroit Threads, 10238
Jos. Campau speciﬁcally,
plans an eleven-hour
yelp-a-thon from the moment they open at 11
a.m. to the second they
shutter up at 10 p.m.
Something ominous their
way shall come, and it’s
called the Techno Maﬁa,
and it’s who they’ll have
hosting all day, so come

~ Assorted Babkas:
~ Halka / Paska
Raisin, Plain, Cheese, ~ Chrucziki
Poppy, Almond, Fruit, ~ Almond, Poppy &
Rum, Honey
Nut Rolls
~ Special Polish and
~ Bunnies
Ukrainian Easter
~ Layer Cakes
Babkas
~ Small Bunnies
~ Blessing Bread
~ Easter Cupcakes
~ Decorated Easter
One-of-a-Kind Colorful
Cakes: Lambs

Easter Bread

~ Stefanka (7 Sister
Cake)
~ Cheesecakes
~ Pies
~ Assorted Cakes by
the Slice
~ Pound Cakes
~ Butter Lambs
~ Kolaczki
Advanc
Orderse
Welcom
e

Palm Sunday - April 13-14
5:30pm Saturday (English),
8:00 am Sunday (English); 9:30am Sunday (Polish)
Holy Thursday - April 18 - 6:00 pm
Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper (English &
Polish), includes washing of the feet; after Mass the
Eucharist will be reserved in the chapel for adoration
until 9:00pm
Good Friday - April 19 - NO MORNING MASS
12 noon - 3:00 pm - Gorżkie Żale, Stations of the
Cross, Choir Tribute, Liturgy of the Lord's Passion at
2pm followed by adoration until 6pm.

Holy Saturday - April 20
Blessing of Baskets - 12 noon, 1pm, 2pm;
Solemn Vigil Mass of Easter - 7pm (Polish/English),
new fire will be kindled and blessed, Liturgy of the
Word, Blessing of Water, Liturgy of Baptism/
Renewal of Baptismal Promises, Liturgy of the
Eucharist
Easter Sunday - April 21
7:00 am Resurrection Procession and Mass
(English & Polish)
9:30 am Easter Mass (Polish)

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Get Out on the Hamtown!

Ramadan with
Hello Shawarma

Happy Easter From All of Us at

10335 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck, MI 48212

3851 Prescott • Hamtramck
313-891-1520

Easter Schedule

Take a spin around town
on Record Store Day

ready to “rave.”
And in this corner we
have The Record Graveyard, a superior little
store at 2610 Carpenter
that’s doing … absolutely
nothing. The owner, Jeff
Garbus, generally doesn’t
deal in new vinyl, only
used, so it don’t pay for
him to play pretend one
day a year.
Check’em out anyway,
you’ll be happy.
Venturing
farther
ashore?
You’ll ﬁnd plenty of
disco-tessens scattered
about, from Ann Arbor to
Lansing to St. Clair
Shores. Check out this interactive and useful
guide from the folks at
Curbed Detroit:
detroit.curbed.com/ma
ps/detroit-record-storesmapped
And don’t say we didn’t
warn you how fun it was,
and write us and complain that you have a funhangover, ‘cause we’ll
just: Something.
Now get out there and
be consumers!
When it comes to good
food and great times,
Hamtramck has plenty to
offer. In this column, we’ll
talk about what’s happening at our bars, restaurants and at other events
throughout the city.

• 2 pc. Sambossa
Only
• 3 pc. Falafel
• Hummous
• Soup of the Day
• Fresh Special Juice

$ 99
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KELLY’S

BAR

LIQUOR

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

Lunch & Dinner Served
Fridays 11-7pm

313-872-0387

Walleye • Lake Perch Dinner
Cod Dinner • Fish Sandwich

Home of the Original
Taco & Reuben Pierogies
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Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in The Review
Call (313) 874-2100
It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m. • Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us
April 13 - Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm – Everyone Welcome
April 14 - Palm Sunday Blessing & Distribution
of Palms 9 am; PTO Bake & Butter Lamb Sale
after Mass
Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Holy Cross Parish Polish
National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

April 14 – Palm Sunday Blessing & Distribution of Palms 9 am; PTO Bake &
Butter Lamb Sale after Mass
April 17 – Wednesday - The Way of the Cross 7 pm
April 18 – Maundy Thursday Holy Mass 7 pm
April 19 – Good Friday The Liturgy of Passion of our Lord 9 am; Adoration of the
Cross and Scripture Reading at half-hour intervals 12- 3 pm;
Private Adoration of the Lord’s Tomb 7- 8 pm
April 20 – Holy Saturday Liturgy with Blessing of Water 9:30 am; Blessing of
Food Baskets 11 am, 1 pm, 2 pm, 3 pm
April 21 – Easter Sunday Resurrection of our Lord, Procession and
Holy Mass 8 am only
April 22 – Easter Monday Holy Mass in Polish – (Msza Sw. w.j. Polskim) 10 am

Hamtramck Moose Lodge #1670

Fish
Fry
Fridays
through Lent
th

th

March 8 until April 19
Come enjoy great food and great service.

One of Hamtramck’s original fish fry’s!
4-8pm

9421 Conant • Hamtramck
313-871-9115

Phone (313) 874-2100

Early Childhood Elementary School News
Even though “March is
Reading Month” has
come to an end, it doesn't
mean the students will
stop their love for reading.
March was ﬁlled with a
give-away,
book
special dress-up days,
Round Robin Reading,
guest readers from the
staff, the Hamtramck ﬁreﬁghters and even a special visit from attorney
Mike Morse and his
daughter Lexi.
We have thoroughly enjoyed the fun times we
had reading to the students and having the students read back to us.
Families can keep that
enthusiasm going by
going to the local library
on Caniff and checking
out books for all to read.
Dickinson East Elementary School News
Ten students received
Honor Roll recognition in
Ms. Rahiel Housey-Johnson’s sixth grade class at
Dickinson East for the
third quarter.
Congratulations to the
following students: Abrar
Al-Nahari, Alghaida Alghazali, Yasren Alqasemi,
Yazmeen Alwaisi, Hamzah
Chowdhury, Jakora Hayes,
Fariha Mirza, Alaa Omar,
Mahi Rahman, and Maha
Uddin.
Keep up the good work.
Enrollment Information
Hamtramck residents
may enroll their children
in Hamtramck Public
Schools at the HPS Business Ofﬁce, 3201 Roosevelt. School of Choice
applications will be accepted during the follow-

ing dates: Kindergarten:
Unlimited, March 14
through September 5;
grades 1st through 12th:
Unlimited, March 14
through June 28.
Late school of choice
applications cannot be accepted. School of choice
applicants may be denied
based on the student’s attendance and/or discipline record.
You will need to bring
with you: an original birth
document (raised seal
birth certiﬁcate, passport,
green card, visa), an up-todate immunization record,
a ﬁnal 2018-2019 report
card/transcript, parental
identiﬁcation, two current
proofs of residency (utility
bill, mortgage statement,
formal signed lease, pay
stub, etc.) and proof of income (required only for
preschool applications).

Friday, April 12, 2019

Recreation Department
News
For more information,
give us a call at (313)
892-2635. Follow us on
Facebook for the most up-

to-date information:
www.Facebook.com/Ha
mtramckRecreationDepartment
Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

Above: Dickinson East Elementary School Honor Roll
students pose for a photo. Below: Scenes from
“March is Reading Month” at the Early Childhood Elementary School. Bottom photo: Yes, that’s local attorney Mike Morse, famous for his television
commercials, and his daughter, Lexi, reading to students.

Kindergarten Roundup
Dates:
Dickinson East: April
17th at 3:30 p.m., Tau
Beta: April 18th at 1:00
p.m.
Upcoming Events:
• April 19 -- No school
for students and staff.
• May 1 -- End of
Progress Report Period 4.
• May 9 -- Progress Report 4 Distributed.
• May 24 -- Half day for
students and staff.
• May 27 -- No school
for students and staff.
Memorial Day.
• May 28 -- School resumes.
• May 30 -- Last day for
preschool.
• May 30 -- Last day for
Hamtramck and Horizon
High School seniors.

9833 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
• Blessing Breads
• Angel Wings
• Kolaczki
• Chalkas
• Easter Paskas
• Assorted Coﬀee
Cakes
• Assorted Babkas

Phone
Orders
Welcome!

• Honey Babkas
• Assorted Breads
• Jajecznica
• Old Fashion
Mazurka Cakes
• Lamb Cakes
• Chickens
• Bunnies

• Eggs
• Poppy Seed
Almond &
Walnut Rolls
• Seven Sisters
• Kowalski
Lunch Meats
& Kielbasa

Email: Newpalacebakery@gmail.com

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Hours:
Mon-Sat 6am-6pm,
Sun Closed

Happy
Easter
to All!

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
Notice of Public Hearing
The City Council will hold a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year 2019-20 budget
on Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at 7:00pm in the Hamtramck City Hall, 3401 Evali ne, 2nd
floor, City Council Chambers. The proposed budget is available for public inspection
between the hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm, Monday through Friday, at the office of the
City Clerk. The property millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed
budget will be a subject of this hearing.

Chat time… Once
again Police Chief Anne
Moise is inviting residents to meet with her
one-to-one. On Wednesday, April 24, Moise is
holding her “Chat with
the Chief” meeting, from
2 to 3 p.m.
You can talk with her in
the ﬁrst-ﬂoor conference
room in city hall. No appointment is required,
just stop by. Moise would
like to hear what your
concerns are in the community.
Sale away… It’s spring
cleaning season, and
that includes getting rid

of the junk you’ve collected inside your house.
And here’s an offer you
can’t refuse from the city
to help out. On the weekend of April 27-28, the
city is waiving its garage
sale license fee and allowing residents to hold a
sale for free.
All you have to do is
send the address where
you will hold a yard sale
to the city, and you are
good to go.
How to do that? Call
the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at
(313) 800-5233, hit extension 5 and then hit extension 7.

Friday, April 12, 2019
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
Hamtramck might be small,
but it’s not small-town minded
Recently, a good friend
of Hamtramck, journalist
Michael
Jackman,
posted on his Facebook
page an article he wrote
a couple of years ago
that got us thinking.
Jackman is a former
editor for the Metro
Times, and is a former
resident of the city.
In 2017, he wrote a
humorous column on
area city mottos. They
ranged from regal, to
bland, to ripe for ridicule
(most of them in the latter category).
(Note to Metro Times
publisher: What in the
world were you thinking
of letting such a talented
writer go? Someone out
there in the publishing
world, give Jackman a
place to call home.)
Hamtramck’s current
motto was credited for
being inclusive. It is:
“The World in 2 Square
Miles.”
Several years ago, the
city’s Downtown Development Authority had
sponsored a contest, to
come up with a new
motto to replace the former one: “A Touch of Eu-

rope in America.”
The thinking was that
the
1980s-inspired
motto excluded many
new residents who came
for
example,
from,
Bangladesh and Yemen.
The new motto, by the
way, was the brainchild
of former resident Christine Komisarz, who actually came up with the
saying in 2008 when the
former Citizen newspaper held its own contest.
That had us wondering
just what is the actual,
ofﬁcial, motto.
According to the Detroit Historical Society,
it’s: “A League of Nations.”
There is one problem
with that, though. No
one has ever heard of it.
Greg Kowalski, the
Chairman of the city’s
Historical Commission
and director of the Historical Museum, conﬁrmed that the motto is
suspect for us.
We put a call in to the
media representative
with the Society, and
that person conﬁrmed
that the source of that
saying cannot be inde-

pendently veriﬁed.
Well, no matter.
The point of all this is
that compared to other
cities, Hamtramck may
be a small town, sure.
But, it’s not small-town
minded. Its inhabitants
have always had a sense
that the world is a much
bigger place than just
this city.
It’s no accident that
Hamtramck High School
sports teams are known
as “The Cosmos.” That’s
Cosmos, as in, Cosmopolitans.
The team name suggests that we are not
only residents of the
great city of Hamtramck,
but citizen members of
the entire globe.
One of our favorite
HHS cheer leader ﬁght
team chants includes
the refrain: “You could
have been a Cosmo.”
For those not lucky
enough to have grown up
here, dang, that has a
nice ring.
Don’t we all wish we
could have been a
Cosmo?

Wheelhouse Detroit celebrates
its 12th anniversary and
gears up for tours
By Alan Madlane
The offers are rolling in.
Wheelhouse
Detroit
(and Hamtramck!) has
rolled out their 12th season’s schedule of guided
city bike tours, and it’s
pumped all full of cool.
They’ve also got a sort
of bicycle version of
Uber/Lyft going on again
for certain local warmer
weather events. And lots
more. But let’s put in it reverse for a moment.
Wheelhouse Detroit has
been in our pages a lot recently. That’s because
they’re very active in both
the immediate Hamtramck community and
beyond, and because
they’re always adding new
ideas and concepts to
their basic one.
Independently- and female-owned and operated
by
Kelli
Kavanaugh,
they’ve been named one
of America’s Best Bike
Shops for four years in a
row by the National Bicycle Dealers Association.
Their original Detroit location came to be in
2008, and the Hamtramck one opened in

2016. They also have a
seasonal riverfront location that opens today,
April 5.
The 2019 bike tours
begin on April 15, and include dozens of locations.
To summarize: the tours
begin on April 15; occur
exclusively on Saturdays
and Sundays with just a
couple of exceptions; are
mostly morning and afternoon affairs, again with a
couple of exceptions; and
cost $30 to $40 ($10
more if you want to rent
one of their bikes for the
journey).
No-doubt
popular
should be the Haunted
Detroit tours in October,
including on Devil’s Night
and Halloween; Eastern
Market; Belle Isle; Palmer
Park; the Music Heritage
and Sports Heritage
tours; and ones focused
on architecture, churches
or cemeteries. New for
this season are “Heads
Up!” a look at easy-tomiss architecture on June
22 and July 6; and a tour
of, and fundraiser for, the
Joe Louis Greenway, on
Aug. 24 and Sept. 28.

Experienced
guides
lead the tours, and
you’re also accompanied
by a “sweeper” who’s
there to help with any
mechanical repair issues. For the full schedule of dates, times and
prices, see their website:
wheelhousedetroit.com.
The ride service takes
folks to and back from a
variety of events as diverse as Detroit City Football Club games, the
Rouge-a-Thlon, and the
Ride of Silence. Again,
refer to the website
(www.for more details.
Other things to mention
are that they’re working
with HPS and the Detroit
River Conservancy to put
up repair stands and air
pumps around the area;
that they house First Friday Happy Hour beneﬁts
at their 9401 Jos. Campau location (at the NE
corner of Florian); and
that they are now a Detroit Football Club retail
outlet for tickets, scarves
and t-shirts.
We love ‘em!

April does want it wants
By Walter Wasacz
“Well, it’s April,”a friend
wrote me recently in a
WhatsApp message from
Munich, “the best month
and the most surprising.
You never know what you
get, from snow to summer
heat. It’s the only month
of the year where you can
have it all.”
She grew up in southeast Germany, not far
from the Czech and Polish
borders, where the patterns of weather often
seem comparable to
ours. “Der April macht
was er will,” she said her
grandmother told her.
“April does what it wants.”
That phrase jumped out
at me earlier this week as
I was sitting at Oloman
Cafe thinking about the
unpredictability of Hamtramck city life, how not
knowing what comes next
is one of our biggest community assets.
Owner Zlatan Sadikovic
said I just missed meeting a group of about 15
Arabic-speaking educators, who were in town to
observe how the community serves its large
Yemeni student population. “They were from
everywhere,” Sadikovic
said, “one of them said
she was from Qatar.”
I saw a poster on the
window announcing an
upcoming art exhibition at
the cafe, which doubles
as a gallery. The show,
opening April 20, is called
“Proof of Identity” by a
Bulgarian
artist,
Dessislava Terzieva.
It reminded me of the
keen attention Sadikovic
pays to multicultural pro-

gramming, how artists
from Estonia, Montenegro, France, Germany, Ro-

Bulgarian artist Dessislava
Terzieva will have an exhibit
starting April 20 at Oloman
Café on Jos. Campau.

mania and Poland have
been featured along with
African American locals
Sheefy McFly and Darrel
Ellis.
The next day, when sitting at a table across
from the coffee bar and
writing, I heard a familiar
voice greeting me from
behind. It was Alex Wilcox,
who is in the process of
moving to Hamtramck
from Los Angeles. “I think
I’m closing on the house
on a Monday,” he said.
“That’s cool. I’m excited,
so ready to leave the
Airbnb where I’ve been
staying for the past two
months.”
I met Alex, an electronic
music producer, through
my cousin Aleksandra, a
young Polish woman who
attended art college in
England before landing a

job as a fashion photographer in LA. Like many creative people I’ve met over
the years her friend was
drawn to Detroit for the
music and the community
life that surrounds it.
Some people ﬁt in here
hand in glove. Alex appears to be one of them.
I met him last November
at Outer Limits, where I
was DJing a book-release
party for local author
Steve Hughes. I introduced him to several people that night, could tell
immediately he had the
sort of character that
does well in this environment.
Why is that? What does
it take?
A combination of curiosity and humility, an intuitive knack for knowing
you are part of something
bigger than yourself.
The culture here is
about blending together
spotlight-seeking
not
alone. There are opportunities to build and grow
communities based on
grounded mutual interests, which might be art
and music as much as it
could be friendship and
family.
All co-exist rather nicely
in the Hamtramck of right
now, April 2019.
I walked from the cafe
south on Jos. Campau to
CVS, where I looked for a
birthday card for a friend.
There were dozens and
dozens but none matched
what I had in mind, deciding instead to use a blank
card I have at home and
write my own message.
I continued east down
the alley until I reached
Holbrook Market, where I
got a box of yellow rice to
mix with the dinner I
would prepare later, panfried ocean perch and
steamed broccoli I bought
while shopping at Bozek's
a few days earlier. I also
Continued on page 8
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City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.
By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
Jan. 22, and all councilmembers were present.
A resident who lives near
the New Head Coach Bar
on Carpenter complained
that the bar has been staying open until 4 a.m., and
has allowed garbage to accumulate around the building.
The resident also said
there are loud noises coming from the bar.
In another issue, a resident said he supports a
council proposal to prohibit
the sales of recreational
marijuana in the city.
“If other cities have
opted out, why can’t we do
it?” he said.
The resident noted that
a majority of Hamtramck
voters opposed the November state ballot proposal to legalize the

recreational use of marijuana.
(State voters, however,
approved the ballot proposal.)
Another resident spoke
against banning legal marijuana sales.
“It’s an economic mistake,” he said.
Later in the meeting, a
bare majority of councilmembers approved a
resolution directing the city
attorney to draft an ordinance prohibiting the sale
of marijuana citywide.
Councilmembers Ian Perrotta and Andrea Karpinski
voted against the resolution. Karpinski said the city
will miss out on an opportunity to bring in tax revenue.
“We’re dropping the ball
in bringing money into the
city,” she said.
She said having the city

Quick Hits

abuse.
Hamtramck Police Chief
Anne Moise said: “Keeping unused medication in
the house allows for easier
accessibility, which can increase the chance of misusing and abusing those
drugs. It is important to
check your home and dispose of medications that
are no longer needed.”
A permanent prescription drug drop box is also
available 24 hours, seven
days a week at the Police
Department lobby in Hamtramck City Hall.

Continued front page
However, they will not accept liquid medications,
sharps, ointments or inhalers. All personal information on prescription
labels should be marked
out before disposing of
items at the collection.
Returning expired, unused and unwanted prescription drugs to proper
receptacles helps prevent
water supply contamination and prescription

BARBER
SHOP

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.
Men’s Cut
Seniors (60+)

8

9

$ 50 $ 50
Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

opt out on sales is “irresponsible.”
Councilmember Perrotta
argued that the council
needed more time to consider the proposal and its
impact on the city.
“We are being capricious
and short-sighted,” he
said.
Councilmember Anam
Miah, who voted for the
resolution, said this was
just the ﬁrst step in considering whether to opt out.
“It’s not a cut-and-done
deal at this time,” Miah
said.
Mayor Karen Majewski,
who does not get to vote
on such resolutions, said
preventing the sale of medical and recreational marijuana “stigmatizes” those
who use it.
Plus, she said, the city
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will miss out on collecting
tax revenue.
“We have an opportunity
here,” Majewski said.
In another controversial
resolution, several residents spoke out against
censoring Councilmember
Perrotta.
The resolution accused
Perrotta of making culturally insensitive remarks,
assaulting a fellow councilmember and using “abusive language” against a
female city employee, and
thus “potentially” creating
a “hostile work environment.”
Susan Dunn took issue
with the resolution, saying
it should not be allowed on
the agenda. Dunn also
questioned why Mayor Majewski had not commented
on the matter, saying her
silence is “completely unacceptable.”
Majewski later did comment on the resolution at
length. She took issue with
the wording of the resolu-

tion, and said it takes comments Perrotta made at
one time “woefully” out of
context.
She also said she saw
no assault that allegedly
happened in a closed-door
meeting that she attended.
Majewski said, though,
comments made at that
closed-door meeting were
“disturbing and shocking
from all sides.”
She added that Perrotta’s conduct was “inappropriate and aggressive
… and appeared, to me,
purposely provocative.”
Perrotta read from a prepared statement that went
on for 20 minutes.
He denied the allegations and said he was basically being blackmailed.
He added that passing the
resolution could jeopardize
a possible multi-million dollar grant to renovate the
city’s historic baseball stadium and Veterans Park.
Councilmember Saad Al-

masmari said that while it
is “unfortunate” the resolution is being considered,
Perrotta has been “disrespectful.”
He said the resolution is
the only way for Perrotta to
change his behavior.
“It’s a good lesson for
Mr. Perrotta to ﬁx his attitude,” Almasmari said.
The council passed the
resolution 4-2, with Perrotta and Karpinski voting
against it.
Later in the meeting, resident Carrie Beth Lasley
said there should be a censure against Almasmari for
past comments he made.
Perrotta’s brother, Andrew, said that passing the
censure resolution will result in a defamation lawsuit against the city.
Resident
Nayeem
Choudhury wondered why
there was such division
among city councilmembers.
“My gosh, what is going
on in this city?” he said.

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD
Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist
Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Sell Your
Home for
Top Dollar!

A professional
pharmacy
serving your
needs.

Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist
• We accept most
insurance policies

11518 Nagel
4 Bedrooms, Large Living room, updated Kitchen and Bath
Mother in law suite upstairs

$119,900

• Our prices are very
competitive
• We carry a large selection
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

2265
Norwalk
Multi-family or
large single family,
full basement,
2-car garage

3452
Doremus St.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information
2922
Carpenter,
Brick
Commercial
building,
$299,900

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663
$89,900
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Multi-family, living
room, dining
room, 2 bedrooms, kitchen
and bathroom in
each unit

!

$99,900

11593
Lumpkin
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Single family
home

Price Reduced

$79,900
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11598
Lumpkin

$134,900

leanneconger@gmail.com
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HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

5104 Evaline, 3 br., living
rm., dining rm., kitchen
and bath, $850/mo.,
313-303-3460, 313-3103540. 4/12

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

New Al-Baraka, call 313366-0500 or 202-6642756.

APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

FURNISHED ROOM
FOR RENT
Furnished room for rent,
utilities included, no pets,
313-327-8245. 4/26

Phone (313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

12086 St. Aubin, Hamtramck, 2
bedroom,
kitchen, dining, full basement, family home. Asking $95,000. Call in the
313-574afternoon,
9496. 4/26
2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full
basement, 2 car garage,
turn-key house, $125,000,
248-879-2521, ask for
Pete.

ESTATE
SALE

Hamtramck 2704 Evaline,
Sat. April 13 and Sun.
April 14, 10am-6pm, colhousehold
lectibles,
goods, etc. 4/12
LOST DOG
Tan Chihuahua, lost at
Lumpkin and Hewitt, on
April 8, around 2 p.m.
Please call 313-8743868. 4/12
MAINTENANCE/
PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
WANTED

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is
Thursday at Noon

Mentor, OH area. Exp.
team needed, must reside on 40 suite property,
Claridge House Apartments, to provide management/ maintenance.
Ideal for couples/ partners, retirees. Contact
Jonathan at 216-5096361 or Paula at 216595-1800. 5/3

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!
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By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers April 2-8.
Tuesday, April 2
• At 5 a.m., a business
in the area of Jos. Campau and Casmere reported a break-in. A
witness reported seeing a
black Chevrolet Suburban
ﬂee the area.
• A Detroit resident was
arrested for being wanted
on two Hamtramck warrants.
• A Goodson St. resident reported that his
city-issued trash can was
stolen.
• At about 3 p.m., a
resident reported that
while in the area of Gallagher and Belmont two
suspects assaulted him.
The suspects implied
they
were
armed,
smashed out his car windows, and stole his cellphone. They ﬂed in a
Chrysler 300.
Detroit
police
•
dropped off a Detroit resident wanted on a Hamtramck felony warrant.
Wednesday, April 3
• At a little after midnight, a Trowbridge St.

resident reported that
someone damaged their
car.
• An Eastpointe resident also reported that
someone damaged their
car.
• A resident in the
12100 block of Lumpkin
St. reported the theft of
their city-issued trash
can.
• A resident reported
that their passport was
missing.
• A hit-and-run accident
that injured a pedestrian
was reported at Jos.
Campau and Edwin.
Thursday, April 4
• At 1:30 a.m., ofﬁcers
attempted to pull over a
speeding driver, but the
driver sped off but then
crashed at Dequindre
south of McNichols.
• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Moran for being
disorderly and for obstruction.
• Ofﬁcers responded to
a person who had overdosed in the 2300 block
of Caniff. The person was
treated at Detroit ReceivContinued on page 8

Service Directory
PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

POWDER COATING

Celebrating
50 Years of
Service!

Financing Available

Curtis Gibbs

• Licensed & Insured

Owner

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

★ Fast Same Day Service ★

PAINTING

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &
Boilers, Plumbing,
Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

Vince

Service • Installation • Repairs

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
6/30/19

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

586-838-7598

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Labor on
Any Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,
Installation or Repair.

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts • Free Estimates

248-835-3352

10% Discount

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Coming events
WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second
Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all residents and businesses west of Jos. Campau
and north of Holbrook.
SATURDAY, April 13, 2-4 p.m. -- Soup Kitchen
at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at
Fleming. Everyone is welcome.
MONDAY, April 22, 9 a.m. – Wayne County
Commissioner Martha Scott hosts a free Community Coffee Hour every fourth Monday of the
month at Maine Street Restaurant, 11650 Jos.
Campau.

Let Our Service Directory
Do the Work For You!
Call Dave (313) 874-2100
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Continued from page 7
ing Hospital.
Friday, April 5
• A landlord who owns
a dwelling in the 2100
block of Trowbridge St. reported a break-in and the
theft of various tools.
Saturday, April 6
• A resident in the
11500 block of Nagel St.
reported that someone
damaged her car window.
• A Warren resident reported a break-in at his
property in the 2100
block of Trowbridge St.
• A hit-and-run accident
was reported in the 3900
block of Caniff.
• Another hit-and-run
accident occurred at
Christopher and Conant.

Sunday, April 7
• A break-in was reported in the 12000
block of Gallagher.
• At about 11:30 p.m.,
a Detroit resident reported being assaulted in
the 11400 block of Jos.
Campau by four males
after his car was struck by
a black Chrysler.
• A loose dog was located in the 2600 block
of Commor.
• A Norwalk St. resident
reported that his car was
stolen.
• A McDougall St. resident was arrested for
being wanted on a Hamtramck warrant.
• A hit-and-run accident

Phone (313) 874-2100
was reported at Ellery and
Belmont.
Monday, April 8
• At 12:40 a.m., a Detroit resident was arrested in the area of
Circle Dr. and Grand
Haven for being disorderly.
• At 2:30 a.m., a Detroit resident was arrested after a trafﬁc stop
for driving without a license and for possessing
an open intoxicant.
• An agent for the Detroit Zen Center reported
that someone damaged
their fence.
• A resident dropped off
a dog at the police station. The dog, a brown pit
bull/mastiff mix, had
walked into a bar on Evaline St. The animal was
taken to the Westland Humane Society.

Continued from page 5
had fruits from Al-Haramain to add to the meal if
I chose.
It was warmer hours
earlier, when I started my
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walk. Now it was cold. I
carried a pullover cap in
my bag all winter, was
glad it was still there
when I reached for it.

ĔGśĔ

I put it on.
The wind had a bite to it
and snow showers were
predicted for later tonight.
It's April, I thought, as I
turned up Gallagher towards home, it's best to
be prepared for anything.
Hamtramck native Walter Wasacz writes about
walkable discovery and
adventures close to home
for the Review
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