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FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

This weekend starts
the festival season in
Hamtramck.

The annual Ham-
tramck Diversity Festival
will be held this Friday
through Sunday on Co-
nant, up to Casmere St.

It’s a cultural celebra-
tion of the Bangladeshi
community, featuring
some amazing singers
and performers, crafts
and great food.

Be sure to check it
out.

The opening ceremony
is on Saturday at 5 p.m.

Next Thursday (Aug. 1)
the Hamtramck police
and fire departments
are throwing a party.

It’s part of the Na-
tional Night Out, when
communities celebrate
their public safety per-
sonnel.

The departments are
inviting the public out to
Zussman Park for an
evening of family fun.

The festivities kick off
at 4 p.m., when police
officers will play a soccer
match against the Ham-
tramck Warriors.

The family activities
start at 5 p.m. and go to
7 p.m.
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A Civil, Diverse, & Cultural Environment For Families.

Bring Affordable Water Solutions & Lower Tax Cuts.

Reinvest In The Youth Generations & Recreation Center.

Unify The Community And Establish A Safer Public Place.

Support Small Business Owners & Promote Local Funding.

Better Living Conditions For Seniors.

G OSUJCIE NAYEEM
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VOTE AUGUST 6

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 

• Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

By Alan Madlane
“I coulda had class. I

coulda been a contender. I
coulda been somebody, in-
stead of a bum, which is
what I am, let’s face it.” –
Marlon Brando as boxer
Terry Malloy in On the Wa-
terfront.

Cut to the early 1910s.
It is Hamtramck, and the
Dodge Brothers are just
opening their new car man-
ufacturing plant.

This would usher in an
economic boom for the city
that would last (discount-
ing the Great Depression
decade), arguably, into the
1970s, perhaps even the
1980s.

Then, quick as you could
say “Dodge Dart,” the

plant shuttered up, and the
apparent decline began.

Down through the aban-
donment of the American
Axle plant. 

Ending with a city in re-
ceivership for a good part
of the middle of this cur-
rent decade, until March of
last year.

There is even scuttlebutt
of another potential re-
ceivership situation if the
city cannot manage to nav-

By Charles Sercombe
A suspect is in custody

for two sexual assaults
that recently happened in
the city.

At press time Thursday,
the police department de-
clined to identify the sus-
pect pending a warrant
being issued by the Wayne
County Prosecutor’s Office.

A couple of weeks ago,
two women reported they
were followed by a black
male and sexually as-
saulted.

The assaults happened
on two different days at
different locations.

Police previously said
they did not know whether
it was the same suspect,
or two individuals.

Few details of the as-
saults were released.

“Each case involves a
female victim that was ap-
proached by a suspect
while walking alone,” said
Police Chief Anne Moise in
a press release.

The department is still
warning women that if you
have to be alone while out
on the streets to pay at-
tention to your surround-
ings.

“If you feel unsafe or are
concerned about suspi-
cious activity, please go to
a safe location, preferably
somewhere open to the
public. Contact police im-
mediately by dialing 911
or calling direct to (313)
800-5280,” police said.

By Charles Sercombe
A fierce storm with high

winds knocked down a
power line, which
sparked a house fire on
Trowbridge Saturday
evening.

Residents on the
scene, which was located
on Trowbridge between
Jos. Campau and Gal-

lagher, say the fire
started when a power
line fell down on a two-
family house and quickly
spread to other houses. 

Three houses were se-
verely damaged, while
others sustained various
degrees of damages.

All of the residents in

Hamtramck is down and out?
Not so, counters the mayor

Continued on page 2

Downed electric
line sparks multiple
house fires

Continued on page 4

Charges
pending in
assault case

Recently, an online publication listed Hamtramck among several other cities na-
tionwide as once being well off, to now being not so well off. Mayor Karen Ma-
jewski took issue with that characterization.

Strong winds downed a power line on Trowbridge St.
Saturday evening, which then caused several houses
and garages to catch on fire. 



igate the next looming
budget crisis. Again, due to
an auto plant closure –

this time, the GM plant on
the city’s south edge.

None of this is the fault

of the current administra-
tion.

It’s “just business” -- the
sad way things often work
in today’s business world,
when people and the cities
they inhabit are shunted
aside, in favor of profits for
rich stockholders.

And it overlooks a lot of
the positives that are hap-
pening (or have already
happened, or will soon
happen) in this town.

Still, perceptions can be
difficult to combat. Wit-
ness an Msn.com
“Money” online piece
( w w w. m s n . c o m / e n -
us/money/markets/amer-

ican-towns-that-used-to-be-
rich-but-are-now-poor) that
lists Hamtramck -- along-
side nine other towns --
among their “used-to-be”
rich, that are now, well, not
so much.

Most other places that
went from rags to riches in
the article are southern,
perhaps surprisingly –
three (Ville Platte,
Springhill and Bogalusa) in
Louisiana, and one each in
Florida (Brownsville), Geor-
gia (Brunswick), North Car-
olina (Laurinberg) and
Arkansas (Camden).

The other two are Rust
Belt cousins: Johnstown,
Pennsylvania and East
Cleveland, Ohio.

It’s easy for outsiders to
read certain economic sta-
tistical indicators and jump
to conclusions.

One of the formulas
used was Average Family

Income, which at roughly
$24,000 per year in Ham-
tramck, is considered to be
around poverty level.

On the business side of
it, Hamtramck’s commer-
cial building vacancy rate
would appear to be rela-
tively low to the casual ob-
server (who actually
bothers to come to the city
and check).

And that’s in spite of a
certain persnickety com-
mercial property owner
here, a dozen or so store-
fronts on Jos. Campau re-
main persistently vacant,
perhaps almost on pur-
pose?

Nevertheless, new busi-
nesses of all stripes con-
tinue to pop up.
Hamtramck may not have
full-flowered into the hip-
ster mecca that the Utne
Reader predicted a decade
or so ago, but neither did it

curl up and die like many
doomsayers thought it
would.

Mayor Karen Majewski
naturally felt compelled to
weigh in.

“That (article) really
stung, but there is no
stigma to being poor,” she
said. Hamtramck may be
low-income, she acknowl-
edged, but “I think of us as
a vibrant, interesting place.”

She questioned the
methodology as well.

“Damn, we’re doing
pretty good -- for being
poor,” she added, with
more than a bit of sar-
casm.

Well, they can hurl all the
sticks and stones they
want at Hamtramck, but it
won’t hurt a town built out
of brick and sweat so
much.

“Used to be.” 
Our eye.
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Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site

M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
DROP OFF
Call for details
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

Toddler Time - June
6th-August 8th, Thurs-
days, 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Toddler time
is for Children up to age
5 and their parents and
caregivers.  This pro-
gram includes stories
and songs and is fol-
lowed by unstructured
playtime.

A UNIVERSE OF STO-
RIES SUMMER LI-
BRARY PROGRAM
2019 - Registration
opens Monday June
17th! Come to the Li-
brary to sign up and get
your activity log! Guest
performer, activities,
prizes, and lots of fun!
Program runs weekly on
Wednesdays, June 26-
August 7. This is a Free
Program. Open to all
youth ages 4-12.

Free Time Fridays -
Friday July 26th, 2019
1:00 p.m. American Red
Cross Emergency Prep
Pillowcase Project. Ages
4-12.

A Universe of Stories
TEEN CLUB - Mondays
June 24-August 5, 2-4
p.m. Registration opens
June 17th. Grades 6
and up are welcome.
Join us for workshops,
guest speakers and
hands-on events!

ANIME CLUB - Every
Thursday 5-7 p.m. Be-
gins June 27. Hang out,
share and discover
Anime and Manga.
Grades 6 and up .
Adults are also wel-
come

ESL CONVERSATION
CAFÉ - 10:30 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. Weekly on
Mondays. Program is

free and open to adults
and teens who want to
improve their English
language skills. Inter-
ested in volunteering?
Contact the library for
more information

A Universe of Stories
- (Movies at the Li-
brary) - Tuesdays 4 p.m.
July 2- August 27.
Adults and Teens are
welcome. Light refresh-
ments will be served

Dinosaur Party!! -
Hamtramck Public Li-
brary, Friday August 9th,
2:30 p.m. Join us for a
Dinosaur Storytime
Event Featuring:
snacks, stories, crafts
and more that’s all
about Dinosaurs!!!!
(This is an all ages
event, and children
must be accompanied
by an adult)

For more information about events at the library call 
(313) 733-6822, or visit its website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us

where you can also access the online catalog. 
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

Hamtramck is down and out? Not so, counters the mayor
Continued from front page

By Alan Madlane
They’re looking for a few

good people. Maybe
you’re some of them?

The City of Hamtramck
is reviving a number of
dormant boards and com-
missions -- most of them
inactive for some number
of years, since they were
disbanded by one of the
state-appointed emer-
gency managers – and
most have positions to be
filled.

Some of them are vol-
unteer posts, but others
offer a stipend. They nev-
ertheless carry with them
opportunities for civic ac-
tivism, a sense of commu-
nity, and, if that isn’t
enough, some cachet (“Hi
there, I’m on the city’s In-

come Tax Review Board”).
Well okay, maybe not

that much cachet.
But they do need you.
According to a notice

send from the City Clerk’s
office, there are 10 differ-
ent boards and commis-
sions seeking anywhere
from a single added mem-
ber to a dozen.

The Human Relations
Commission is actually
seeking 12 new people;
the Youth Advisory Coun-
cil has nine vacancies;
the Arts and Culture Com-
mission and the Beautifi-
cation Commission need
seven people apiece; the
Recycling Commission,
six, and the Parks Advi-
sory Commission and Li-
brary Board, five each.

The Plan Commission
and the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority have
two openings each they
seek to fill, and the Histor-
ical Commission has a
single vacancy.

The Income Tax Review
Board, the Housing Com-
mission and the Assessor
Board of Review are cur-
rently at capacity, as of
the time of the info re-
lease.

For more information,
call the Clerk’s Depart-
ment at (313) 800-5233,
stop in at 3401 Evaline,
or go online to www.ham-
tramck.us/government/b
oards-and-commissions.

Hamtramck needs you. Various
commissions have vacancies

Happy 50th!!
Congratulations to

Michael and Barbara
Zebrowski on their

50th Wedding 
Anniversary! 

Sto lat! With all of our
love, Lisa, Lynette,  Andy,
Harwell, and our angel
Lara! Wishing you many
more years of love and

happiness! StoLat!

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck

313-872-0387
Home of the Original

Taco & Reuben Pierogies

• Lake Perch Dinner
• Walleye Dinner •Cod Dinner

• Fish Sandwich
• Catfish Dinner

• Fish Tacos
• Shrimp Tacos

Open 11am Friday!

KELLY’S
BAR
LIQUOR

Monday-Wednesday 
Open 3pm

Taco Thursday Open at 11am 
Fish Friday Open 11am

Saturday Open 6pm
Sunday Open 6pm

TUESDAYS
$2Carry 

Out!

Domestic Beer $1.75

Well Drinks $2

Domestic 
Beer

New!
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It’s Time to Pray, 

Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family

Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

July 30 – Mass for people on our Prayer
List 7 pm

August 10 – Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm 
Everyone Welcome!

Holy Cross P.T.O. Annual 
Hamtramck Public Schools School 
Supply Drive continues through 

Sunday, August 25th

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

By Alan Madlane
Four wheels good; two

wheels better.
That would seem to be

the implied motto of the
folks at wily Wheelhouse
Detroit, Hamtramck’s
very own emporium for
all things bicycle.

They’ve got new bike
tours. They’re supporting
a number of local events
with bike options for
travel. They’ve got a large
stock of used bikes for
sale.

And more.
First off, they are up to

offering 22 different spe-
cific tours. Their monthly
Auto Heritage Tour has
been selected as a Mo-
torcities National Her-
itage Area partner tour.

They have put together
a tour of the Joe Louis
Greenway, which is itself
still being realized. For
this, they have partnered
with the Detroit Green-
ways Coalition.

And they are newly
partnered up with the
Fort Wayne Coalition in

order to add more lay-
ered interest to their
Southwest Detroit tour.

If you’re interested in
these, or any of the other,
tours, consult their web-
site. They recommend
you sign up in advance,
as each tour is limited to
a maximum of 15 partici-
pants, in order to ensure
a more personal experi-
ence.

Don’t have your own

bike? You can always
rent one, for only $10 ad-
ditional per tour. The only
downer? They make you
wear helmets, no doubt
for liability reasons.

Still – it’s just plain
weird to get passed on
the road by a helmet-free
guy on his giant Harley
while you have to wear
noggin protection like a
5-year-old.

We digress.

You can always buy a
bike from them too.
They’d like that. They
have Kona, Giant, Haro,
Brooklyn Bicycle Co.
Opus and Del Sol brand
bikes for you to pur-
chase.

They also have an ever-
changing variety of used
cycles, starting at $100,
plus all the gear you’d
ever want.

Lastly, don’t forget that
they supply bike valets to
keep a watch on your
cycle at nearby events
such as the Jazz Fest
and Hamtramck Labor
Day Fest, DCFC games,
and other events. Check
their website.

Now get on your bike
and ride!
(Detroit Wheelhouse is

located at 9401 Jos. Cam-
pau. They can be reached
at (313) 871-2811.)

Detroit Wheelhouse offers
a season of bike tours

By Charles Sercombe
Our website continues

to attract readers’ com-
ments.

For those who may have
overlooked the comment
sections, or for those who
do not have internet ac-
cess, here’s a round-up of
the latest comments.

Back in 2011, Walter
Wasacz wrote about Ham-
tramck’s glory years in Lit-
tle League and the Pony
League in the 1950s and
1960s, when Hamtramck
won championships.

Hey, the column may be
several years old, but it’s
nice to know people read
our archives.

The latest to “batter up”
on the article is Dick
“Lefty” Ehart, who wrote:

“This column brought
back some great memo-
ries. I went to Servite HS
and pitched against St.
Lads 3-4 times in my high
school career.

“They could beat you so
many different ways. In my
junior year I threw a three-
hitter against them with
17 strikeouts, and still lost
1-0. This was a team that
featured senior John Pa-
ciorek and sophomore
Tom Paciorek. 

“The guy that did me in
was a first baseman
named Les Tanana. He hit
a home run, and there
went the ball game.”

n

On the recent candidate
forum, Fatema Hossain
wrote:

“Justin Jessop’s speech
that his two opponents
are ‘great people’ and are
‘exceptionally qualified’
leads one to conclude that
the is an informal ‘slate’
between the three.

“One topic not covered
in the article is the ongo-
ing problems with contro-
versies surrounding the
police department. What
about the allegations
against the City of Ham-
tramck Police Department
in the civil rights action
filed by Bumbo’s patrons,
who have had their cars
towed with the claimed
complicity of unnamed of-
ficers? The city has been
incurring huge legal fees in
defending that case.

“As for the FBI, yes there
has been activity that has
resulted in charges –
against a Hamtramck offi-
cer for his conduct during
a traffic stop.”

On the same article,
Dennis Nowak noted:

“Bob Zwolak has been
an elected officeholder
since 1972 and has been
likely the most visible
member of the Ham-
tramck community in the
last 50 years. 

“He has a wealth of
knowledge and specific ex-
pertise on virtually all
facets of municipal opera-

tions. His expertise is
needed on city council --
many of whom are clue-
less on how to run a city
effectively.”

n
Regarding the recent

guest editorial by former
city councilmember Scott
Klein, council candidate
Carrie Beth Lasley wrote:

“Scott got pissy with me
a couple of months ago.
Prior to that he was en-
couraging me to stir the
pot, even going as far as
to provide me with a polit-
ical hitman, which I do not
need.

“Deeply hypocritical of
him to make this attack
when he is the biggest pot-
stirrer I know.

“The fact that he wrote
this is perfect evidence.
He doesn’t even live here.
It’s time to move on, Scott.

“But, alas, here he is
stirring about stirring. It’s
like I’m a threat to the Old-
Boys network.”

(Editor’s note: Klein did
not mention who he was
talking about in his guest
editorial.)

Scott Klein replied:
“Gee, I reread the edito-

rial … no place did I men-
tion anyone … folks are
entitled to an opinion, and
to express it.

“And nope, other than
casual and infrequent
meetings around the

Reader feedback… Talking
little league and politics 

Continued on page 8

Detroit Wheelhouse on Jos. Campau will be hosting
several bicycle tours this summer.
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Get Out on the Hamtown!
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By Charles Sercombe
The Hamtramck Labor

Day Festival is just five
weeks away.

Sorry, we don’t mean to
be a downer, but July is
just about done with, and
summer is winding down.

Anyway, the festival or-
ganizers have released
this year’s festival poster.

It was done by Ham-
tramck resident Dave
Toennies (aka “Ton Yes”),
who is a former automo-
bile designer.

This year’s poster fea-
tures something that has
grown to be almost a big-
ger event than the festi-
val itself: the annual
canoe race.

The race is held on
Monday morning (Labor
Day) right before the Pol-
ish Day Parade.

It has been attracting
more and more onlook-
ers in recent years. For
those unfamiliar with it,
the canoes are sort of
shaped like canoes, but
which are fitted with
wheels and manned with
two team members.

One does the pushing,
and one does the sitting
in the “canoe.”

The highlight, though,
are the hijinks of the on-
lookers who are encour-
aged to throw water
balloons at the race par-
ticipants, and heck, even
each other.

It’s wet, rowdy and a lit-
tle boozy.

Pure Hamtramck.
But it is family-orien-

tated, don’t get us wrong,
and there are plenty of
kids who attend and get
excited about throwing
water balloons at adults.

As for the poster, Ton
Yes said he purposely fo-
cused on the race.

“I had a couple rea-
sons for wanting to focus
on the canoe race for the
poster. For one, it's just

such a unique event. It's
iconic, right?” Yes said.

“People see one of

those canoes and they
know exactly what it is
and where to find it. Obvi-
ously, Labor Day is a
pretty busy weekend in
the Detroit area, and
there's a lot of festivals
that offer live music and
games and food and the
like -- but none of the oth-
ers have anything similar
to the canoe races. 

“I think it's cool that
it's something that every-
one can enjoy, no matter
your age, and it's got the
crowd participation as-
pect going too.

“The other big reason
was that I wanted to try
to do an image that was
different than the subject
matter of past fest
posters, so that I wasn't
just rehashing something
we'd done before.

“I went looking through
some of the more recent
ones, and noticed that
the races hadn't been
the focus for the poster
before, and decided to
run with that.”

This year’s festival is
Aug. 31-Sept. 2.

This year’s Hamtramck Labor Day
Festival poster makes its debut

the homes were either
not home or managed to
get out safely.

The most heavily dam-
aged house was the two-
family house, which was
totally destroyed. Fire
Marshal Bill Diamond
said the live power lines
hampered firefighters,
who were getting shocks
from the energized
houses.

“We had to halt sup-
pression,” Diamond said.

DTE crews were also
delayed in shutting down
power to the block be-
cause they were on many
downed lines reports
throughout the metro
area.

Many communities suf-
fered severe damages
from the high winds.

Even when the power
was cut off, Diamond
said some of the houses
still had stored energy,
possibly because they
became charged when
the lines surged.

Also adding to the chal-
lenge was that Ham-
tramck firefighters were
on two other calls when

the Trowbridge fire oc-
curred. One crew was at
a house fire on Denton
St.

The downed line on
Trowbridge also heavily
damaged two more
homes several houses
east of the two-family
house. Firefighters res-
cued two dogs from that
house, and volunteers on
the scene managed to
get them into a cage.

Diamond said a pet cat
died at one of the
houses.

Most of the firefighters
on the scene were from
Detroit. Hamtramck has
an automatic assistance
agreement with Detroit
and Highland Park.

A Hamtramck firefighter
was treated at a hospital
for heat exhaustion, and
a Detroit firefighter in-
jured his shoulder.

Hamtramck firefighters
continued to have a busy
night after the Trowbridge
fire. They were called to
four other runs after that
fire, including house fires
in Detroit and Highland
Park.

Downed electric line
sparks multiple house
fires Continued from front page

Summer in the city
School may be out for

the summer but that
doesn’t mean students
stop learning.

To help nurture your
reading skills and also
have some fun, the Ham-
tramck Public Library is
the place to hang out.

The library’s summer
ticket: the annual Sum-
mer Reading Program
runs on Mondays in the
afternoons from 2 to 4
p.m., through Aug. 5. The
program is targeted at
grades 6 and up.

There will be guest
speakers, workshops,
and some hands-on
events.

Adults and teens can
also fill their time -- and
beat the heat -- while
they watch movies on
Tuesdays at 4 p.m.
through Aug. 27. These
screenings are free, and
light refreshments will be
served. 

The library is located at
2360 Caniff.

Enrollment Information
Hamtramck residents

may enroll their children
in Hamtramck Public
Schools at the HPS Busi-
ness Office, 3201 Roo-
sevelt.  School of Choice
applications will be ac-
cepted during the follow-
ing dates: Kindergarten:

Unlimited, through Sep-
tember 5; Grades 1st
through 12th.  

Late school of choice
applications cannot be
accepted. School of
choice applicants may be
denied based on the stu-
dent’s attendance
and/or disciplinary
records.  

You will need to bring
with you: an original birth
document (raised seal
birth certificate, pass-
port, green card, visa), an
up-to-date immunization
record, a final 2018-
2019 report card/tran-
script, parental
identification, two current
proofs of residency (util-
ity bill, mortgage state-
ment, formal signed
lease, pay stub, etc.) and
proof of income (required
only for preschool appli-
cations).

Recreation Department
News 

For more information
about recreation activi-
ties this summer, give us
a call at (313) 892-
2635. Follow us on Face-
book for the most
up-to-date information:

www.Facebook.com/H
amtramckRecreationDe-
partment

Compiled by 
Janice Gandelman    

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an ad today.

(313) 874-2100

Dave Toennies

This year’s poster for the
Hamtramck Labor Day
Festival.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895

In Our Opinion

There has been growing
talk among some city coun-
cil candidates and others in
the community to eliminate
the city’s income tax.

There are 23 communi-
ties in the state that have
such a tax. In Hamtramck,
it brings in $2.2 million a
year – which is a significant
chunk of change, consider-
ing that the city’s annual
budget is about $16 mil-
lion.

While the collection is a
major revenue source, it
doesn’t really hit most folks
that hard on their yearly in-
come.

For those living here, the
income tax is set at 1 per-
cent. For those who work
here, but don’t live in the
city, it’s a mere ½ percent.

The argument for elimi-
nating it is based on the no-
tion that by doing so, it will
somehow how spur eco-
nomic development.

Even if that could be

proven, it would have to ba-
sically happen overnight to
offset the loss of $2.2 mil-
lion a year.

The talk of wiping away
the income tax is reckless
and ignorant. Only folks
who have no idea just how
tight our city budget is
would be behind this pro-
posal.

As it stands now, the city
is in deficit spending mode,
and it threatens to erode
our $5 million budget sur-
plus a few years.

Add to that, the city is
going to be losing about
$800,000 a year when
GM’s Poletown plant closes,
starting in January.

And, the federal SAFER
grant that pays the salaries
for 12 firefighters also just
went away.

We find it ironic that
some of the folks who want
to do away with the income
tax are against allowing
medical and recreational

marijuana sales in town.
Allowing this legal sale of

marijuana would allow Ham-
tramck to tap into monies
the state will collect in
sales taxes and other fees.

The naysayers argue that
allowing marijuana sales –
even if the sales locations
were confined to remote
parts of the city – would
somehow influence chil-
dren.

Or worse, yet, kids would
be able to get their hands
on pot.

Well, we have liquor
stores and a dozen or so
pharmacies that sell con-
trolled substances, and
there hasn’t been a notice-
able effect on our youth.

Hamtramck needs more
money, not less, if it wants
to remain financially sound.

What we would like to
hear from candidates are
actual, workable plans to
bring in more revenue.

Talk of eliminating city
income tax is reckless

The Hamtramck Review
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By Alan Madlane

Coming up… Every-
body’s digging on the old
school music formats
again these days.

Half the people at any
given estate sale are root-
ing around for LPs, 45s or
cassettes now as well.
Heck, even CDs seem to
be coming back from the
dead.

If vinyl is your thing,
check out the #4 official
Gimmie! Gimmie! Gimmie!
Record Show, hosted once
again at The Sanctuary
(formerly Paycheck’s
Lounge, 2932 Caniff, east
of Jos. Campau on the
south side, more or less
across from the post of-
fice) on Sunday, Aug. 4.

Admission is free, and
that gives you get an easy
peek at 30 different ven-
dor tables hawking music
in virtually all formats, as
well as other music-related
items like posters,
ephemera (tour books,
press kits, etc.), concert
DVDs, and so on.

It all starts up at 11
a.m., and it’s over by 4
p.m. Adult beverages avail-
able for 21 and over. Two
buck pizza slices too.

Sounds ginchy.

Going down… School
kids who rely on school
lunch donation programs
here in town could use
some help in these sum-
mer months, when the
schools are now closed
and there are no school
lunches to be had until fall.

Detroit Friendship House
has mapped out a couple
different ways you can
help, and they hope you’ll
pitch in.

One way is to directly
drop off kid-friendly food
items -- think Lunchables,
Spaghetti-O’s, bologna,
bread, sliced cheese,

PB&J items, juice boxes
and bags, chips, fruit cups,
and so on.

Take them to DFH’s loca-
tion at 9540 Conant (on
the southeast corner at
Norwalk). Be sure to call
(313) 871-7443 before
you go over, to make sure
someone is there, as they
keep limited hours.

They can also set up a
PB&J sandwich drive with
you at your workplace or
place of worship, etc.

Lastly, you could just
straight-up donate cash to
the cause. The link is:
https://www.classy.org/gi
ve/242387/#!/dona-
tion/checkout. Just copy

and paste that web ad-
dress into your browser.

And feel free to share
tales of your largess on so-
cial media. Giving begets
more giving, they say.

You may now feel very
good about yourself.

Cleaning up… The good
folks at the University of
Detroit Mercy Dental
School paid a visit to the
Hamtramck Housing Ad-
ministration office on Tues-
day.

Residents were invited
to get their teeth examined
and cleaned – all for free.

Now, that’s what we call
service, with a smile.

Another family-oriented
event is coming up this
Wednesday, July 31, from
noon until 4 p.m., at the
Hamtramck High School
Community Center build-
ing. The building is lo-
cated at 11350 Charest,
adjacent to the school on
the south side.

The event is meant pri-
marily as a friendly neigh-
borhood meet-and-greet
with school system per-

sonnel, including educa-
tors and student leaders.

Various community and
family organizations will
be on hand, and there will
be free voluntary health
screenings available as
well, including blood pres-
sure checks, a body mass
index calculation, glucose
level checks, and so
forth.

On the more entertain-
ing end, there will be
henna temporary tattoos
and face painting, free gift
bags, and even a free
lunch. 

Continued front page

Quick Hits
Dickinson East 

Elementary
3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K – 6th Grades

Dickinson West 
Elementary
2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861
K – 6th Grades

Early Childhood 
Elementary

11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200

Pre K – 2nd Grades

Holbrook 
Elementary
2361 Alice

(313) 872-3203
K – 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley
(313) 892-3811
K – 8th Grades

Kosciuszko 
Middle School
2333 Burger

(313) 365-4625
7th – 8th Grades

Hamtramck 
High School
11410 Charest
(313) 892-7505
9th – 12th Grades

Horizon School
3225 Cani�

(313) 893-2214
9th - 12th Grades

� Award Winning 
Lego Program

� Award Winning 
Robotics Program

� District & State DECA Competitions

� National Honor Society

� Full Sports Program

� Full Day Kindergarten

� Honors & Advance Placement Classes

� Technology & Career Prep Courses

� Summer Recreation Programs

� Dual Enrollment

� AP Honor Roll Recipient

� Art, Music, Band

� Restorative Practices
� Positive Behavior 
Intervention System (PBIS)

Summer School 
Programs 
� Parent Engagement 
Programs 

�CTE Program
�Virtual Learning 
Programs

Enroll at Hamtramck Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt • (313) 892-2036

            

A University of Detroit dental student cleans 9-year-
old Michael Walker’s teeth at the Hamtramck Hous-
ing Administration.



By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on

June 11, and all coun-
cilmembers were present,
except for Andrea Karpin-
ski.

An attorney gave an
overview of an opinion her
firm reached, regarding
whether Councilmember
Saad Almasmari is a de-
faulter to the city for past
overdue water and tax bills.

The attorney, hired by the
city, said Almasmari is not
in default, according to
their interpretation of the
city charter.

Later, during public com-
ment, attorney Mark Koroi
disagreed, saying the opin-
ion was “not perfectly rea-
soned.”

Bill Meyer also com-
mented on the matter, say-
ing the “attack” on
Almasmari “was shame-
ful.”

City Council candidate
Carrie Beth Lasley initially
filed the complaint against
Almasmari, which triggered
the council to hire an out-
side attorney to look into
the matter.

Meyer further said the
complaint was “vindictive
and vengeful.”

Lasley later defended her
complaint, saying it was
not vindictive.

Robert Zwolak, who is
also a council candidate,
said the city should “con-
sider” removing the sanita-
tion fee on the water bills.

He said it’s a “backdoor
tax.”

Later in the meeting, the
council agreed to take the
first step toward issuing
revenue bonds in order to
raise $1.1 million to pay for
improvements to the city’s
water service.

The state is forcing com-
munities to change out
lead water pipes, but has
not provided funding for
this.

In another matter, the
council agreed to hire the
National Communications
Corporation to upgrade the
audio-visual equipment
that broadcasts the city
council meetings.

The contract was for a lit-
tle over $26,000.

City Clerk August

Gitschlag, who organized
the bid process, said six
companies reviewed the
city’s proposal, and Na-
tional Communications
was the lowest bidder.

He said he is “absolutely
thrilled for the bang for the
buck” the city will be get-
ting. He added that people
will soon be able to view
council meetings from their
laptops.

The city will also archive
the meetings so the public
can view previous ones.

Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta was the only coun-
cilmember to vote against
the contract.

In another contract mat-
ter, the council agreed to
hire PK Contracting to re-
paint crosswalks and all in-
tersection traffic markings.
The contract is worth
$85,000, and is being paid
by a state-funded street re-
pair grant.

Repairs are also in the
works for Hamtramck
Drive, which has many pot-
holes.

The council agreed to
hire Hennessey Engineers

to conduct a study on how
to go about those repairs.
The cost of the study is not
to exceed $70,000.

Reconstruction on the
street is expected to begin
in 2020.

City Manager Kathy An-
gerer asked to speed up
the hiring of a new contrac-
tor for sanitation services,
which had already been
awarded but wasn’t sched-
uled to go into effect yet.

Angerer said the city
needs to bring in the new
company immediately, be-
cause she was getting
many complaints about the
current contractor missing
a number of streets during
the weekly collection.

During a second public
comment section, Bill
Meyer said the city’s con-
tract to hire a company to
install new audio-visual
equipment was “crazy.”

In another matter, he
noted that there had been
an Eid Festival over the
weekend, which featured
no alcohol nor “wild behav-
ior.”

He said Hamtramck is
fortunate to have Yemenis
living here. He urged the
public to read up on the cri-
sis happening in Yemen.
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31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110 HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified Agent

Drowning in 
Mortgage Debt?

I Can Help...
I buy properties
in as-is condition

for CASH!

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne 
Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information

Sell Your 
Home for 

Top Dollar!

2922 
Carpenter,

Brick 
Commercial

building, 
$299,900

COMING
SOON!!

Call or Text
me for more
information

11667 Jos. 
Campau -

Commercial
space lease

$2,300/
month —
business 

opportunity
$70,000

12099 Klinger - 
Location! Location!
Great curb appeal! New
furnace, new hot water
heater, new plumbing,
and updated kitchen,
"TWO" updated "Full"
baths with ceramic tile.

5111 Fredro
$79,900

Great curb ap-
peal w/ updates
t/o including a
newer kitchen
w/ ceramic tile

floors.

2257 Hewitt
$179,900

Two family home
w/ "hard to find"

separate front 
entrances & 

extremely roomy
floor plan

11410 St.
Aubin

$124,900
Multi-family, 
3 bedrooms, 

1 bath, Kitchen 
& LR in each unit 

1277 Cynthia Ave., Madison Hgts
2,856 sq. ft., Beautiful 3 BR brick ranch.

North of 12 Mile, west of Dequindre.
Lamphere Public Schools.

Needs some TLC. $168,000
Must be pre-approved to call.

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

FMIC
Food Ministries in 

Collaboration

� �

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF
THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND
WE ARE ALL OUR OWN WORST

ENEMY HERE IS A PRAYER 
YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU

START OUT EACH DAY
HEAVENLY FATHER PLEASE 

SAVE ME FROM ME

To make a tax deductible 
donation send to:

Harp of God Ministry
FMIC

P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202

P.S. Send copy to friends

• We accept most 
insurance policies

• Our prices are very 
competitive

• We carry a large selection 
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional
pharmacy 

serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist

PEND
ING!

PEND
ING!

PEND
ING!

City Hall Insider …City Hall Insider …
What is our City Council up to these days? 
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

BARBER
SHOP

Seniors (60+)

$850
Men’s Cut

$950
9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

Call for Hours

RYBACZUK
David Ry-

baczuk, 62,
died July 17,
2019.

Mr. Ry-
baczuk was the beloved
husband of Rebecca; fa-
ther of Angela (Justo) Ro-
driguez, David Jr., Jason
(Danielle), and Dorothy
(Nick) Sikula; grandfather
of Justin, Davin, Natalia,
Scarlett, Jayden, Joshua,
Ariana, Blaine, Camden,
and Abegail.  David is
also survived by his
mother Marie; siblings,
Daniel, Richard, Larry, and
Barbara.

Mr. Rybaczuk is prede-
ceased by his father,
Michael and his brother,
James. He was also
greatly loved by many
nieces, nephews, and
friends.   Visitation was
Thursday at Jurkiewicz &
Wilk Funeral Home, 2396
Caniff, Hamtramck MI
48212.  Mr. Rybaczuk will
lie in state Friday, July 26,

at 9:30 a.m., until the
time of the Funeral Mass
at 10 a.m., at St Florian
Catholic Church, 2626
Poland, Hamtramck MI
48212.  Private crema-
tion will follow.

TRANSKI
Walter Tran-

ski, 65, died
July 20, 2019.

Mr. Transki
was the

beloved husband of
Sherry; father of Michael
and Shelby; brother of
Barbara (Tom) Lebaj and
Cindy Maklem.

Visitation was Wednes-
day, July 24, at Jurkiewicz
& Wilk Funeral Home,
2396 Caniff, Hamtramck
MI 48212.  The Funeral
Mass was Thursday, at
Saint Florian Catholic
Church, 2626 Poland,
Hamtramck MI 48212,
followed by private crema-
tion.
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Furnished room for rent,
utilities included, no pets,
313-290-1095. 8/2

Hamtramck, 5059 Eva-
line, 3 br., living, dining,
kitchen, bath, full base-
ment, 313-303-3460,
313-310-3540. 7/19

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full
basement, 2 car garage,
turn-key house, $125,000,
248-879-2521, ask for
Pete.

13493 Sparling, 3 bed-
room, 2 bathroom, living
room, kitchen, rec room,
as is good condition, little
to be done on the inside,
as is, $27,500, 313-310-
3540. 7/26

New Al-Baraka, call 313-
366-0500 or 202-664-
2756.

Great for retail or office,
for rent, 11808 Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 7/26

Person wanted to clean
apartments in Ham-
tramck, must live in Ham-
tramck, need immediately,
flexible hours, call Julie,
313-570-4242. 8/9

Carpenter needed to ren-
ovate Hamtramck apart-
ments, call Julie,
313-570-4242. 8/9

Tire tech/tire repair, expe-
rienced preferred, up to
$15 per hr. with experi-
ence, 40 hrs. + O/T,
health insurance avail-
able, paid holidays. If in-
terested, apply in person:
corner of Conant/Davi-
son, Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212.  8/16

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

6
/3

0
/1

9

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
50 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &

Boilers, Plumbing, 
Heating, Sewer 

Cleaning & Excavation.

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

10% Discount
Labor on 

Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,
Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING
Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 

10% Senior Discounts • Free Estimates
Vince 586-838-7598

Let Our Service 
Directory Do the 
Work  For You! 

Call Dave  
(313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers July 16-22.
Tuesday, July 16

• At a little after 1 a.m.,
officers took a resident to
Detroit Receiving Hospital
Crisis Center for a mental
evaluation.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested for being wanted
on a warrant.
Wednesday, July 17

No incident report was
available for this date.
Thursday, July 18

No incident report was
available for this date.
Friday, July 19

• A resident reported
that, while his car was
parked in the area of
Jacob and Gallagher,
someone broke the car’s
window and stole various
items.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested after a traffic
stop for driving without a
license and for carrying a
concealed weapon with-
out a permit.

• A resident in the
3100 block of Lehman St.
reported the theft of their
expired license plate from
a vehicle parked on pri-

vate property.
• A resident was tick-

eted in the 12000 block
of Conant for urinating in
public.

• A Madison Heights
resident reported a theft.

• Three young adults
were ticketed for mali-
cious destruction of prop-
erty after they were seen
kicking and damaging a
door at Veterans Park.

• Officers responded to
a report of a large fight in
the area of Selfridge and
Circle Dr. The suspects
were gone when officers
arrived on the scene.

• A resident in the
2300 block of Caniff re-
ported the theft of their
Huffy mountain bike. The
bike is green and has a
Cloud 9 maroon seat.
Saturday, July 20

• A resident in the Self-
ridge and Carpenter area
reported that a woman
broke out a window at
their residence.

• A resident in the Bel-
mont and Alpena area re-
ported that two males
stole their pet duck.

• At a little after 2:30

Continued on page 8

HOUSE
FOR RENT

FURNISHED ROOM
FOR RENT

WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second
Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Mid-
town Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all resi-
dents and businesses west of Jos. Campau
and north of Holbrook.

WEDNESDAY, July 31, noon-4 p.m. – The
Hamtramck Public School District will host a
family event at the HHS Community Center
(11350 Charest) that will feature free health
check-ups, information on educational re-
sources and much more.

SATURDAY, Aug. 24, 1-5 p.m. -- Free event,
“Making It To The Finish Line, 1st Annual Girls
Makeup Expo,” for girls ages 12-18, at Ears
Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck (Inside
the former UAW Local 235 Bldg.). Advance reg-
istration required. Visit our website for more in-
formation: www.mittfl.org

MONDAY, Aug.  26, 9 a.m. – Wayne County
Commissioner Martha G. Scott hosts a free
Community Coffee Hour every fourth Monday of
the month at Maine Street Restaurant, 11650
Jos. Campau.

Coming events

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

Deadline for 
classifieds
for next week
is Thursday 
at Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100
to place your ad!

COMMERCIAL SPACE
FOR RENT

3 bedroom, lower flat,
close to school and li-
brary. 2137 Trowbridge,
Hamtramck $800/mo +
$800 sec. dep. 313-875-
2459, 248-854-0091. 8/2

Hamtramck, clean, 6
room lower flat, newly
decorated, $795 mo., +
sec dep., utilities not in-
cluded, no pets, please
do not ask, 1 yr. lease
minimum, call 248-892-
7257. 8/2



a.m., a resident was ar-
rested in the Mitchell and
Commor area for obstruc-
tion, and for violating the
city’s knife ordinance.

• An incident of domes-
tic violence occurred on
Botsford St.

• A Pulaski St. resident
reported the theft of their
gun.

• A Gallagher St. resi-
dent was arrested for
being a parole absconder.
Sunday, July 21

• A person was ar-

rested in the 12000 block
of Selfridge St. for being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.

• A resident was ar-
rested for being disorderly
and for assaulting an offi-
cer. The suspect was later
taken to the Detroit Re-
ceiving Hospital Crisis
Center for a mental evalu-
ation.

• A resident reported
that her computer was
stolen in the area of Trow-
bridge and Gallagher.

Monday, July 22
• At almost 4:30 a.m.,

a person was arrested
after a traffic stop for
drunk driving.

• At 4:42 a.m., three
people were arrested for
stealing items from a car
in the area of Carpenter
and McDougall.

• A Holbrook St. resi-
dent reported being as-
saulted by her husband.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Roosevelt and
Jos. Campau.

• Officers took a report
of a suspicious situation
that occurred in the
11600 block of Moran St.
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mayor’s reelection, I have
had no contact with this
person.

Someone who goes only
by the moniker “Hamtram-
ckan” took Klein to task.

“Scott, you know it is
disingenuous to say this
article wasn’t about Lasley
when it clearly was. 

“If you’re going to make
a statement, at least
stand behind it. Also, she
isn’t deeming him a dead-
beat, he did that to him-
self. Lasley is just pointing
out a relevant issue that
voters should be aware of.
Would you trust your per-
sonal money to someone
who can’t handle their own
finances?”

Fatema Hossain has
concerns about the up-
coming city council elec-
tion:

“My concern is what this
city council race may turn
into before this November.

“In 2017, the
Bangladeshi-American Po-
litical Action Committee
(BAPAC), led by Rabbi MD
Alam and which maintains
an office at the Royal

Kabob eatery, organized
support for two major
Bangladeshi-American
candidates, Councilman
Mohammad Hassan and
Nayeem Choudhury, the
owner of Walee Enter-
prises.

“Both the Bangladeshi-
American and Yemeni-
American communities
were smeared by vague al-
legations of vote fraud,
and a Michigan State Po-
lice spokesman issued
statements to the media
just before the general
election, that a press con-
ference would be made for
a presentation outlining
the upcoming charges and
findings.

“After the November
General Election -- in which
all Banladeshi-American
and Yemeni-American can-
didates lost -- the Michi-
gan State Police made no
further public statements
– except in response to
Hamtramck Review in-
quiries that the investiga-
tion remained ‘ongoing.’

“The cloud of this pur-
ported ‘investigation’ to

this day is unresolved. No
criminal charges arising
from this ‘vote fraud inves-
tigation’ have ever been
filed, of course.

“There is speculation
that the Michigan State
Police may try to interfere
with the 2019 election
cycle as they did in 2017 -
- when search warrants
were served and an auto-
mobile was seized. 

“There has been ongo-
ing speculation that the
genesis of the 2017 MSP
investigation may have
been winning candidates
in that election and their
political allies. 

“There would have been
no way that Councilman
Hassan would have lost by
22% in the general elec-
tion in 2017, absent the
highly publicized actions of
MSP which undoubtedly
scared off many residents
from voting -- in fact, there
was a record number of
unreturned absentee bal-
lots in that election, per
the city clerk.

“We will wait and see …
”

Reader feedback… Talking
little league and politics 
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