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Quick Hits
To our Muslim neighbors, we wish you a
happy Eid al-Adha,
which is this Sunday,
Aug. 11.
It’s also known as the
Feast of Sacriﬁce,
which is the end of the
Hajj pilgrimage to
Mecca.
This is a time when
the community wishes
each other well, and
celebrates with food,
social gatherings, and
prayers.
It’s also when many
folks dress up in traditional clothing.
n
Switching
gears,
here’s a reminder that
the Hamtramck Labor
Day Festival needs volunteers. As we mentioned
last
week,
volunteers are needed
for setting up, helping
to run supplies throughout the festival, festival
cleanup and other miscellaneous tasks.

Survey finds most of the
city’s trees in good health
By Alan Madlane
Looks like Hamtramck
can afford to throw a little shade.
In June, the city had a
comprehensive tree survey completed for all citystreet
maintained
rights-of-way, and for all
maintained areas in the
city’s parks.
The inventory and subsequent report were both
done by the Davey Resource Group.
The results “wood” surprise many.
The full document goes
on for 72 pages, but to
summarize: The survey
identiﬁed 3,282 different
“sites,” a catch-all term
trees
existing
for
(1,911), stumps (116)
and optimal “planting
sites” (1,255).
There were 75 different
speciﬁc species of tree
identiﬁed. The top genus
(one level of identity
above the species level)

was maple trees, at a
whopping 43 percent.
The Norway maple was
the most common of
these, at almost 60 percent of all maples and
25 percent of all the
city’s trees.
Pear trees came in second at 14 percent; all of
these are Callery pear.
The upshot? A full 58
percent of the city’s trees
received the highest rating of health, at “Good.”
Trees considered in
“Fair” condition comprised another 29 percent, totaling 87 percent
in at least “Fair” shape.
“Poor”-condition trees
(5 percent) and “Dead”
trees (8 percent) made
up the rest.
Also of note is that
many of the city’s trees
are considered to be at
an ideal size and age.
The average diameter
Continued on page 2

When approximately 500 trees were blown down in a
1997 tornado, the city and volunteers replaced most of
them over the years. A recent survey found that most of
all the city trees are in good health.

For now, tree planting
program is on hold
“I think that I shall
never see
A poem lovely as a
tree.”
By Joyce Kilmer
By Charles Sercombe
At one time, Hamtramck’s streets were

shady, with a tree
canopy covering that
protected
residents
from the summer heat
and sun.
But then on July 2,
1997, a tornado – or
something very much
Continued on page 2

State offers special
treatment to Hamtramck
for marijuana sales

Quote of
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can ﬁnd the
quote and the story it belongs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“This is our passion;
we don’t do it just for
the money like most
other places.”

Hamtramck is one of 19 cities in the state that can
jump ahead of the line for marijuana retailers to get
a license to operate.

It’s that time of year again....
2019 Hamtramck
Labor Day
Festival Guide
This is a great opportunity to
promote your business or service.

Call Dave Sweet
(313) 874-2100
now to reserve advertising space

By Charles Sercombe
If city ofﬁcials allow
recreational marijuana
sales, the state is offering would-be retailers a
helping hand to cut
through the red tape.
Hamtramck is one of
19 cities that can jump
ahead of the line for
those seeking to open a
retail outlet.
The provision was included in the 2018 state
ballot legalizing the recre-

ational use of marijuana.
That provision recognized that Hamtramck
and the 18 other cities
were unfairly targeted in
the nation’s “war on
drugs.”
So far, the city council
has not ofﬁcially opted in
– or out -- to allow sales,
but it appears the council
is divided on the issue.
A bare majority, Councilmembers Anam Miah,
Continued on page 5

Election
throws a
curve
By Charles Sercombe
In a stunning upset,
two city councilmembers
who sought re-election
were eliminated in Tuesday’s Primary Election.
Anam Miah, who is
Mayor Pro Tem, and
Abu
Councilmember
Musa were among three
candidates who were
knocked out of the race.
The other losing candidate was Justin Jessop.
Miah came in dead last
out of a total of nine candidates. Musa came in
seventh place.
Fellow incumbent councilmember Saad Almasmari came in fourth
place.
Former councilmember
Robert Zwolak, who last
served on council several years ago, came in
sixth place – beating out
Musa by 38 votes.
Another former councilmember, Mohammed
Hassan, also survived
the cut. Two years ago,
he decided not to seek
re-election and instead
challenged Mayor Karen
Majewski.
He lost that election by
a wide margin.
A frequent critic of the
council and city administration, Carrie Beth
Lasley, came in third.
This is her ﬁrst attempt
at seeking elected ofﬁce
in Hamtramck.
The top six ﬁnishers
will now square off in the
November General Election, where voters will decide on the ﬁnal three
candidates.
The top vote-getter in
Tuesday’s primary was
Mohammed Alsomiri, a
local business owner
Continued on page 4
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Place an Ad in The Review
Call (313) 874-2100
BARBER
SHOP

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.
Men’s Cut
Seniors (60+)

9

$ 50 $ 50
Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

(measured at 4.5 feet off
the ground on a tree’s
trunk) skewed heavily toward trees between an
inch and a foot around. A
handful of elderly giants
measured from 35 to
more than 40 feet
around.
Of all those trees, there
were only six that the survey marked as a high priority to either remove
(four) or prune (two). An
even 100 require a moderate level of attention, in
the eyes of the inventory

BAR

LIQUOR
Monday-Wednesday
Open 3pm
Taco Thursday Open at 11am
Fish Friday Open 11am
Saturday Open 6pm
Sunday Open 6pm

313-872-0387
Home of the Original
Taco & Reuben Pierogies

TUESDAYS
Domestic Beer $1.75

• Lake Perch Dinner
• Walleye Dinner •Cod Dinner
• Fish Sandwich
Dinner
Carry • •Catﬁsh
Fish Tacos N
Out! • Shrimp Tacos ew!
Open 11am Friday!

Domestic
Beer

$

2

Well Drinks $2

Medical
Clinic
On-Site
Free Home Delivery

$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 • 90 DAY SUPPLY
Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!
M-F 10am-6pm www.AzaalPharmacy.com

CURBSIDE
PICKUP &
9834 Conant • Hamtramck DROP OFF

Sat 10am-4pm
Sun closed

313-872-0021

Call for details

limit the planting of
maple
family
trees
(genus diversity is always
advised); and consider
making this inventory a
yearly endeavor.
By the way, keep your
eye out for three of Hamtramck’s worst tree
pests: the Asian Longhorn Beetle (ALB), the
pretty but destructive

Spotted Lanternﬂy, and
the tiny Granulate Ambrosia Beetle.
All are considered native to the Indo-China
area, and probably made
their way over among the
frequent shipments of
imported goods from
those areas.
Now, get some shade!

For now, tree planting
program is on hold

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½, weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv| ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv

2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK • 313 873 7787

like one – blew through
town, destroying several
buildings and knocking
down about 500 huge
trees.
Crews worked for days
clearing out the debris.
Much of Hamtramck
was suddenly bare.
So, volunteers and city
ofﬁcials went about replanting those trees.
For the past ﬁve years
the city received yearly
tree planting grants from
DTE Energy.
City Manager Kathy Angerer said that for some
reason, Hamtramck was
passed over this year.
“But I’ll ﬁnd a grant,”
she said.
It’s a good guess the
city has planted more
than the 500 lost in
1997.
Still, there are several
streets that are noticeably tree-less.
Surprisingly -- or maybe
not -- some residents
have a dislike for trees.
The main reason seems
to be that come fall, the
leaves fall off and have to
be raked up.

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

And there is the fact
that birds like to hang out
in trees, and then do what
birds have to do, namely
leave their business all
over parked cars below.
But there are more advantages to planting trees
than negatives.

The shade from trees
help reduce the use of air
conditioning, and trees
also improve the quality
of the air we breathe.
Best of all, trees are
nice to look at, and actually add value to your
house.

Happy Eid
Mubarak for
Everybody
We should support
Hamtramck Public Schools
Send your children to
Hamtramck Public Schools

Enjoy
your Great
Holiday
Showcat Chowdhury,
Hamtramck Public
School Board Trustee

This week at the library...
ANIME CLUB
Every Thursday 5-7
p.m. Begins June 27.
Hang out, share and
discover Anime and
Manga. Grades 6 and
up. Adults are also welcome.
ESL CONVERSATION
CAFÉ
10:30 a.m.-12:00
p.m. Weekly on Mondays. Program is free
and open to adults and
teens who want to improve their English language skills.
Interested in volunteering? Contact the li-

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
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crew.
In the end, the recommendations were summarized
this
way:
Prioritize removals and
pruning, based on the
risk rating numbers, especially the pruning
(most of the removals
are dead, thus no longer
growing); establish a
strong planting program;

Continued from front page

KELLY’S

2403 Holbrook
Hamtramck
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Survey finds most of the city’s trees
in good health

Get Yourself
NOTICED!

8

Phone (313) 874-2100

brary for more information

that’s all about Dinosaurs!!!! (This is an
all ages event, and
children must be accompanied by an
adult).

A Universe of Stories
(Movies at the Library). Tuesdays 4:00
p.m. July 2- August 27. Author Visit with Jack
Adults and Teens are Cheng - Wednesday,
welcome. Light refresh- August 14, 2 p.m. – 3
ments will be served. p.m. Join us for a presentation and discusDinosaur Party!!
sion
with
local
Hamtramck Public Li- award-winning author
brary, Friday, August Jack Cheng. He will be
9th, 2019, 2:30 p.m. discussing his youth
Join us for a Dinosaur ﬁction book "See you
Storytime Event Fea- in the Cosmos".
turing: snacks, stories, crafts and more

For more information about events
at the library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its
website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where
you can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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Second Front Page
At Balkan House, the ‘doner’
is a foodie’s favorite

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us

By Alan Madlane
Balkan House is a
restaurant literally located inside a large, converted house on a main
street in downtown Hamtramck.
The site has actually
had several restaurants
try their hand within its
walls, but this one seems
to have captured the
fancy of the local foodie
crowd.
Particularly with its
Doner Kebab sandwich, a
concoction similar in
ways to a traditional gyro,
but with important differences.
We asked owner Juma
Ekic a few questions by
email about the excitement surrounding her
venture.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

The Review: First, let
me say congratulations
on the great press you’ve
gotten so far in the Free
Press, the Detroit News
and the Metro Times, to
name just a few.
There have been several versions of a Bosnian-cuisine
themed
restaurant in your location in recent years. How
did Balkan House come
to be in this space? Do
you own the house yourself? Do you live in it as
well?
Juma Ekic: Hello, and
thank you so much! The
previous businesses have
nothing to do with Balkan
House, therefore I do not
know much about them.
We do not own the house,
and we do not live upstairs --although it would
be cool! For now, we are
just leasing the space
(since we like the concept
of it being in a “house”
type building -- we believe
it ﬁts our name just
right)!
The Review: Why do
you think your restaurant
is succeeding, where
others in this same

Juma Ekic, the owner of Balkan House on Caniff, shows
off one of her most popular dishes: the doner sandwich.
Local foodies have turned this into a popular item.

space seem to have had
so much difﬁculty making a go of it?
Ekic: This is our passion; we don’t do it just
for the money like most
other places. We take
pride in our food and we
enjoy what we do, and in
return this motivates us
to keep going, and to be
getting better.

want Hamtramck to be
known for great food from
all around the world.

The Review: Did you or
your business partners
have any prior experience with the restaurant
industry before this?
Anything in the Detroit
area? If so, were these
places similar in concept
to Balkan House, or not?
What became of those
establishments?
Ekic: I have been working in the restaurant business my whole life,
however I never owned
one, and I’ve never been
part of anything like
Balkan house before.
This is unique!

The Review: Your menu
is not yet featured on
your website. Do you
plan to put it up soon, or
are you still adjusting it?
Ekic: We are still working on the website, however, once completed, the
menu will be up.

The Review: Why Hamtramck for your restaurant?
Ekic: This is the whole
world in two square
miles! We love being a
restaurant that serves
ethnic food, and what better place to ﬁt in then
Hamtramck. We lived
here for 20 years, and
enjoy being around the
different cultures and
backgrounds! And we

The Review: You do not
yet have a liquor license;
do you have any plans to
try to acquire one?
Ekic: No liquor; we
serve halal food, and alcohol is not a part of our
business plan.

The Review: It was
mentioned that you do
try to combine more
standard American-style
diner fare with Eastern
European menu items.
Assuming that’s an accurate description, is it
about 50/50, or does
your menu lean one way
or the other more heavily?
Ekic: We take the best
of both, and combine
them to give our customers a unique experience! It is our own thing!
The Review: Tell us
what you can about your
Doner kebab sandwich
(without giving too much
away, recipe-wise) – is it
an old family recipe, or

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.

where did it come from?
Do you make it for your
own family too, and if so,
do they love it as much
as the general public
seems to?
Ekic: After the war in
Bosnia, we ﬂed to Germany, and this is where
the Doner kebab was introduced to us by the German Turks. Everyone
does it a little different,
however the spices in the
sauce and meat are the
same, but the techniques
used to prepare everything may vary. We also
respect folks who do not
eat meat, but would enjoy
our yummy sauce; in response, we put in our
own twist, and created a
veggie Doner for our vegetarian friends to enjoy.
Yes, we do make it for
our own family. As I mentioned before, we fell in
love with this sandwich a
long time ago, and shar-

August 10 – Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm
Everyone Welcome!
September 7 – Polish Dinner with
Mike Zawojsky, Accordionist 4-7 pm
We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Security Archives, Inc. a division of Grosse Pointe Moving & Storage
11850 East Jefferson, Detroit, Michigan 48214
Phone: (313)822-4400 Fax: (313)822-7259
www.grossepointestorage.com

We thank you for letting us serve you over these decades.
We are especially grateful to Dr. Usher, Tina, Meghan, and Tiffany for helping to
continue our mother’s dreams even after her death.
Sincerely,
The Batmanghelichi Family

in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

H ENR Y F ORD IS HERE FOR YOU
WHEN YOU NEED US

We offer early and late appointments. The ability to message your doctor
online. Same-day primary care when you’re sick.

Offering the following services:

The clinic will remain open until September 19, 2019.

If you are or have been a patient of Dr. Batmanghelichi and Dr. Usher and would like
to have a copy of your medical records, please call 313-893-5859, or drop by our
clinic during our revised office hours until October 18, 2019. Thereafter, you may
access your files via Security Archives, a medical storage company based in Detroit.

Leaders

Continued on page 4

After 33 years, and the death of our beloved mother and hero
in February 2018, we have decided to permanently close the
Primary Health Care Clinic of Dr. Olivia M. Batmanghelichi
on 11470 Joseph Campau in Hamtramck.
We are no longer accepting new patients, and unfortunately,
we are not able to provide referrals.

Holy Cross P.T.O. Annual
Hamtramck Public Schools School
Supply Drive continues through
Sunday, August 25th

H ENRY F ORD
M EDICAL C ENTER
Hamtramck

• Family Medicine
• Pediatrics
• Laboratory, Pathology and X-ray
• Obstetrics and Gynecology
• Autism Services
• Staff who speak Bengali
• Health Insurance Enrollment
Assistance

9100 Brombach

Henry Ford MyChart
• Message your doctor online
• View your test results
• Renew your prescriptions

To schedule an appointment, call (313) 972-9000 or
visit henryford.com/sameday for same-day care options
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Election throws a
curve

Friday, August 9, 2019

City Hall Insider …

Cont. from front page

and developer. He has
been in the process of
renovating the former
Shopper’s World building
on Jos. Campau for the
past few years.
Here are the results in
order:
Mohammed Alsomiri:
727
Nayeem
Choudhury:
680
Carrie Beth Lasley: 612
Saad Almasmari: 605
Mohammed Hassan:
595
Robert Zwolak: 588
Abu Musa: 550
Justin Jessop: 454
Anam Miah: 356
Miah’s defeat was perhaps not that surprising.
He barely squeaked by
four years ago. In the afternoon, he conﬁded to
The Review that he
feared a low turnout
would work against him.
Miah, who will be ﬁnishing his second term, took
the results in stride.
“The people have spoken,” he said. “We all
need to support the people who will be doing the
job. At the end of the day,
it’s not about me.”

Musa is also ﬁnishing
up his second term. He,
too, was not upset about
the result.
“People wanted a
change. They made a
good decision,” Musa
said.
There was a total of
2,136 votes cast, of
which 988 were by absentee ballot.
The total number of
voters represents only
17 percent of the city’s
approximately 12,000
registered voters.
The turnout is considered low compared to
other recent election
years. One thing possibly
working against the candidates was that the only
item on the ballot was
the council race, which
made this election a bit
under the radar for most
voters.
There were no incidents during election
day. A slight drizzle occurred in the afternoon
for about an hour, but at
that time of the day the
turnout of voters usually
slows down until around
dinner time.

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.

By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
July 9, and all councilmembers were present.
Revised design plans
for Sarah Garrett Park
were presented. The park
is located at Dequindre
just north of Caniff (on
the west side of I-75).
The park is named
after the person who
started a federal lawsuit
against the city in the
early 1970s, claiming
housing discrimination
against Hamtramck city
ofﬁcials.
Joining that lawsuit
were hundreds of others,
all
African-Americans.
The
city
eventually
agreed to build 200
housing units.
In another matter, the
results of a tree survey in
the city were presented.
There are 1,911 trees
in the city, most of which
(43 percent) are maples.
Mayor Karen Majewski
said the study “is the
next big step” toward replanting trees in the city

Dickinson East
Elementary
3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K – 6th Grades

Dickinson West
Elementary
2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861
K – 6th Grades

■ Award Winning
Lego Program
■ Award Winning
Robotics Program
■ District & State DECA Competitions
■ National Honor Society
■ Full Sports Program
■ Full Day Kindergarten
■ Honors & Advance Placement Classes
■ Technology & Career Prep Courses
■ Summer Recreation Programs
■ Dual Enrollment
■ AP Honor Roll Recipient
■ Art, Music, Band
■ Restorative Practices
■ Positive Behavior
Intervention System (PBIS)

Summer School
Programs

■ Parent Engagement
Programs
■ CTE Program
■ Virtual Learning
Programs

Early Childhood
Elementary
11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200
Pre K – 2nd Grades

Holbrook
Elementary
2361 Alice
(313) 872-3203
K – 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley
(313) 892-3811
K – 8th Grades

Kosciuszko
Middle School
2333 Burger
(313) 365-4625
7th – 8th Grades

Hamtramck
High School
11410 Charest
(313) 892-7505
9th – 12th Grades

Horizon School
3225 Caniff
(313) 893-2214
9th - 12th Grades

Enroll at Hamtramck Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt • (313) 892-2036

that have been lost over
the years.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, Robert Zwolak spoke
against adopting a resolution, to be considered
later in the meeting, to
ask Wayne County to “repair and rehabilitate” Conant.
The county owns Conant, and is responsible
for its maintenance.
Zwolak said the resolution is too vague, and will
only “wind up in the bottom of things to do” for
the county.
A resident questioned
why there are no supermarkets in the city.
“Hamtramck is standing still,” the woman
said.
Justin Jessop suggested allowing two people to walk around the
city to record people performing criminal acts.
Local activist Bill Meyer
prefaced his comment,
saying he wasn’t planning to speak at the
meeting, but he then

thought otherwise, saying
he wanted the community to know he is trying
to save the Yemenithemed mural on the
southend.
A developer plans to
construct a building in
the lot next to the mural,
which would then block
the view of it.
In a discussion on a
resolution asking the
county to rehabilitate Conant, Councilmember Andrea Karpinski agreed
with what Robert Zwolak
said earlier in the meeting.
She said the resolution
is too “generalized.”
“I don’t know if this
general statement will do
a thing,” Karpinski said.
Councilmember Anam
Miah disagreed, saying
the city has asked the
county to maintain the
road numerous times in
the past. He said being
speciﬁc has not worked
so far.
“We’re not looking for a
brand-new street,” Miah
said.

Councilmember Abu
Musa said businesses
along Conant want improvements to the street.
Councilmember
Ian
Perrotta agreed that the
resolution is too vague.
He said the city needs
“to tell a better story.”
City Manager Kathy Angerer said the county previously agreed to rebuild
Jos. Campau at Belmont
without a formal request.
(Jos. Campau is also
county-owned and maintained.)
Angerer said that at
this point, there was no
need to get more speciﬁc.
“Let’s start here and
expand the conversation,” Angerer said. “This
is enough for a start.”
The council agreed to
support the resolution.
During the second public comment portion, Bill
Meyer said the city’s
Downtown Development
Authority is “obsolete.”
He said the city needs a
business association instead.
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Other Voices: Guest Editorial

In Our Opinion
‘Banglatown’ development plans
will be a shot in the arm for city
Exciting things are happening in Banglatown.
Development plans for
the area, just north of
the Hamtramck-Detroit
border, were recently unveiled, and it promises to
attract more businesses
and visitors.
While Banglatown is
technically in Detroit, its
growth will likely spill
over to Hamtramck.
A few months ago, the
Hamtramck City Council
agreed to hook up with

Detroit and expand that
area to include Hamtramck’s portion of Conant, which will help
solidify future grant requests.
In the 1990s, Conant
was a ghost town – a
mere shadow of its once
bustling
commercial
strip.
But as the Bengali
community expanded,
new businesses quickly
sprang up, bringing the
district back to life.

Play ball… If you’re a
fan of local baseball history, you can truly indulge
yourself this weekend.
The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium are
hosting a conference to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Detroit
Stars.
The Stars were the Detroit entry in the old
Negro Leagues, back
when the sport was segregated.
The conference began
yesterday – The Review

only received the press
release two days ago -but has plenty to offer
today (Friday, Aug. 9) and
tomorrow (Saturday, Aug.
10).
Friday will include a
seminar by Dr. James
Brunson (author of the
three-volume
“Black
Baseball, 1858-1900,”
considered
essential
reading for any baseball
fan) and evening screenings of both “There Was
Always Sun Shining
Someplace” and “Pitch-

Detroit’s development
will only spur on more activity.
Hamtramck has always been known as an
international city.
This latest shot in the
arm should help to cement our city’s reputation as a unique cultural
destination.
Hamtramck’s future is
looking brighter and
brighter.

ing Man: Satchel Paige,
Defying Time,” two documentaries on the Negro
Leagues.
Saturday will involve a
day-long bus tour that will
include the Motown Museum, the current Stars
exhibit at the Detroit Historical Museum, and yes,
Hamtramck Stadium, as
well as an evening game
at Tiger Stadium vs. the
Royals.
Tickets had been set at
$175 at the door for all
three days.

Banning pot sales is unfair
and a revenue loss
By Michael Davis
I have been a resident of
Hamtramck for close to 15
years. I’d like to ﬁrst state
that I am not a regular consumer of marijuana, however, I would like to share
my thoughts on the sale of
recreational marijuana in
Hamtramck and why it
should NOT be banned.
The law passed in November of 2018 states
that persons 21 years of
age or older may purchase
marijuana.
Let’s assume Hamtramck does pass a ban.
This means that someone
in Hamtramck who wishes
to consume marijuana
and/or edible products will
need to travel to a neighboring community that allows for the sale.
Cities like Ferndale,
Hazel Park, Warren and Detroit that, in the past,
opted-in to allow the sale
of medical marijuana and
are likely to not ban recreational sales. That person
then returns home to Hamtramck and enjoys their
purchase in the privacy of

their home. Remember,
public consumption is not
allowed under the recently
passed law.
Behind the scenes,
when that purchase was
made, special taxes were
paid in that neighboring
community. These taxes
are expected to surpass
$200 million a year. Some
15% of these taxes will be
returned to the communities that allow for the sale
of marijuana.
In short, Hamtramck is
taking a pass on its share
of more than $30 million
dollars every year. Why?
Someone walks into a
store, makes a purchase
and goes home. How is
this a threat to our community?
Many may feel as if they
are protecting their children. At 21 years of age,
they are no longer children,
and are able to make their
own decisions. This is the
exact same as me going to
a store in town, buying an
apple, and eating it at
home. Nobody knows, nobody cares.

With GM’s Hamtramck
Assembly Plant on the
brink of shutting down, the
city needs to ﬁnd new
sources of revenue. Revenues based on a changing society, instead of
imposing a ban to control
society.
This Ban:
• Will not stop people
from going to neighboring
cities to make purchases.
• It will not stop people
from being able to consume marijuana in their
homes.
• It will not stop people
from growing it for themselves on their property.
• It will only stop Hamtramck from tapping into a
legitimate revenue source.
With all of these points
considered, it would be
very short-sighted for Hamtramck to ban the sale of
marijuana. Because that’s
all the city would be banning. Not the consumption,
not the growth -- just the
sale. And, in the process
the city would be turning
its nose up at much
needed tax revenue.

State offers special treatment to
Hamtramck for marijuana sales
Continued from front page

Hamtown Farms is now privately
owned, its future unknown
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtown Farms is not
only closed down, it has
now been sold.
Michael Davis, a co-organizer of the farm, declined
to say who purchased the
seven lots, located at
9110 and 9026 Lumpkin
St., or what the selling
price was.
Although, he did hint that
the lots went for a “hefty”
amount of money.
Not only did the property
apparently go for top dollar,
it went quick.
Davis said it took only
two hours once the property was listed for sale for
an offer to come forward
and be accepted.
Because
Hamtown
Farms was a non-proﬁt organization, the state regulates where the proceeds
go – namely, not in Davis’
pocket.
“The proceeds, by state
law, will go to satisfy any
known creditors, with the
residue going to area nonproﬁts with a similar mission and goals,” Davis told
The Review.
Some $10,000 of the
sale price was recently donated to Detroit Friendship
House on Conant.

Abu Musa, Saad Almasmari and Fadel Al-Marsoumi, have spoken
against allowing sales
and grow facilities.
The council last talked
about the issue a couple
of months ago, at that
time asking for the city
attorney to draw up a resolution for the city to opt
out of sales.
Recreational and medical marijuana sales is

expected to be a billiondollar industry.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
said recently that licenses will be issued
this fall for those who applied to run sales outlets.
Hamtramck operators
would be offered expedited services from the
state to speed up the issuance of licenses, plus
receive reduced fees and

the ability to tap into
state resources.
The other communities
slated to get special
treatment include: Albion, Benton Harbor, Detroit, East
Lansing,
Ecorse, Flint, Highland
Park, Inkster, Kalamazoo,
Mount Morris, Mount
Pleasant,
Muskegon,
Muskegon Heights, Niles,
Pontiac, River Rouge,
Saginaw and Ypsilanti.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Michael Davis and Andy Rice (right) of the Hamtown
Farms hand over a check for $10,000 to Detroit Friendship
House. The money came from proceeds from the recent
sale of the farms, which closed in April.

That non-proﬁt is a food
pantry serving thousands
of low-income families and
individuals in the area.
Davis also said he does
not know what the new
owner intends to do with
the properties. Considering that the real estate
market is red hot these
days, it’s a good guess
houses will be built there.
Hamtown Farms came to
an end last April after a
string of vandalism incidents forced its closure.
In April, Davis made the
announcement via Facebook.

“We have some sad
news to share. Unfortunately, due to a recent rash
of vandalism and destruction (and seven years of
continued vandalism and
destruction),
Hamtown
Farms will be closing,”
Davis said at the time.
The farm had been in operation for seven years. It
was a place where residents could grow their own
produce, and where social
gatherings were held. A
number of weddings were
also performed at the site.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

(313) 365-5240
$895

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations
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Enrollment Information
Hamtramck residents
may enroll their children
in Hamtramck Public
Schools at the HPS Business Ofﬁce, 3201 Roosevelt. School of Choice
applications will be accepted during the following dates: Kindergarten:
Unlimited, through September 5; Grades 1st
through 12th.
Late school of choice
applications cannot be
accepted. School of
choice applicants may be
denied based on the student’s attendance and/or
disciplinary records.
You will need to bring
with you: an original birth
document (raised seal
birth certiﬁcate, passport,
green card, visa), an upimmunization
to-date

record, a ﬁnal 2018-2019
report card/transcript,
parental identiﬁcation,
two current proofs of residency (utility bill, mortgage statement, formal
signed lease, pay stub,
etc.) and proof of income
(required only for preschool applications).
Recreation Department
News
For more information
about recreation activities
this summer, give us a
call at (313) 892-2635.
Follow us on Facebook for
the most up-to-date information:
www.Facebook.com/Ha
mtramckRecreationDepartment

Phone (313) 874-2100
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National Night Out celebrated
in Zussman Park
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck once again
took part in the National
Night Out last Thursday.
The police and ﬁre departments displayed their
vehicles, and they were
also joined by the Michigan State Police.
National Night Out is a
celebration – nationwide –
of our public safety departments.

Kids got to climb on to
the police and ﬁre vehicles.
Ofﬁcers also played
football (not soccer) with
neighborhood kids.
The event was held at
Zussman Park, located in
front of city hall.
Scenes from last week’s
National Night Out celebration, which honored our police and ﬁre services.

Compiled by
Janice Gandelman

A professional
pharmacy
serving your
needs.

Chet Kasprzak
Pharmacist
• We accept most
insurance policies

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

• Our prices are very
competitive

HUD Certified

• We carry a large selection
of natural products, Polish
medicines and cosmetics

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in
The Review
Call (313)874-2100
SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF
THE GLORY OF THE LORD AND
WE ARE ALL OUR OWN WORST
ENEMY HERE IS A PRAYER
YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY
HEAVENLY FATHER PLEASE
SAVE ME FROM ME

FMIC
Food Ministries in
Collaboration
To make a tax deductible
donation send to:
Harp of God Ministry
FMIC
P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202
P.S. Send copy to friends

John Ulaj

Commercial Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified Agent

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in
Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...
I buy properties
in as-is condition
for CASH!

1277 Cynthia Ave., Madison Hgts
2,856 sq. ft., Beautiful 3 BR brick ranch.
North of 12 Mile, west of Dequindre.
Lamphere Public Schools.
Needs some TLC. $168,000
Must be pre-approved to call.

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
3965 Caniff
$199,900
Rare ﬁnd! One of kind full
brick custom built Tudor with
original woodwork t/o.
French doors with leaded
glass, Extra high coved
ceilings, fresh paint t/o,
beautiful hardwood ﬂoors,
Pewabic title, formal dining
room, newer windows, and
full basement with half bath.

451 Miller
Rochester Condo!
$139,900
Amazing ﬁrst ﬂoor condo
has been completely
renovated from ﬂoor to
ceiling w/ premium
upgrades! Award winning
Rochester Schools!

11667 Jos.
Campau Commercial
space lease
$2,300/
month —
business
opportunity
$70,000

Sell Your
Home for
Top Dollar!

Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger

2347 Commor
$124,900
Location! Location!
Location! Just minutes from
Downtown Detroit. 2 Family home
with newer furnace, copper
plumbing and new HWH, full
basement and Incredible
backyard with privacy fence.

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information

12099 Klinger - $74,900 ........PENDING
5111 Fredro - $79,900 ..........PENDING
2257 Hewitt - $179,900 ........PENDING

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

2922
Carpenter,
Brick
Commercial
building,
$299,900

11410 St.
Aubin
$124,900
Multi-family,
3 bedrooms,
1 bath, Kitchen
& LR in each unit

leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

Phone (313) 874-2100

FURNISHED ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

Furnished room for rent,
utilities included, no pets,
313-290-1095. 8/2

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Person wanted to clean
apartments in Hamtramck, must live in Hamtramck, need immediately,
flexible hours, call Julie,
313-570-4242. 8/9

2954 Goodson, 4 br., living,
dining rm., kitchen, full
basement, 2 car garage,
turn-key house, $125,000,
248-879-2521, ask for
Pete.

Deadline for
classifieds for
next week is
Thursday at
Noon

For sale by owner, 4 unit,
6 and 6, 2 and 2, clean,
well kept, $210,000,
Hamtramck,
248-8927257. 8/16
STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

$20 for one week
$25 for two weeks
$40 for
four weeks

New Al-Baraka, call 313366-0500 or 202-6642756.

Carpenter needed to renovate Hamtramck apartments,
call
Julie,
313-570-4242. 8/9
Tire tech/tire repair, experienced preferred, up to
$15 per hr. with experience, 40 hrs. + O/T,
health insurance available, paid holidays. If interested, apply in person:
corner of Conant/Davison, Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 8/16

COMMERCIAL SPACE
FOR RENT

Great for retail or office,
for rent, 11808 Jos. Campau, Hamtramck, 586222-7304. 8/16

(313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.
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By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers July 30-Aug. 5.
Tuesday, July 30
• At almost midnight, a
person was arrested in
the 11600 block of Sobieski St. for obstruction.
• At about 1 a.m., a
person was arrested in
the 2300 block of Danforth St. for a liquor violation.
• At about 1:30 a.m.,
a resident reported that
a person they know attempted to enter their
residence without permission.
• At about 2 a.m., a
driver was arrested for
multiple trafﬁc offenses.
• A Dequindre St. resident was taken to Detroit
Receiving Hospital for
mental evaluation.
• At about 1:30 p.m.,
a resident was arrested
in the area of Jos. Campau and Caniff for assault.
• A resident was arrested at Jos. Campau
and Hewitt for assault.

Wednesday, July 31
• At 1:45 a.m., three
people, one from Hamtramck, another from
Warren and the third
from Inkster were arrested after a trafﬁc
stop. The Hamtramck
resident was arrested for
possessing crack cocaine and carrying a concealed weapon without a
permit. The Warren resident was also arrested
for carrying a concealed
weapon, possessing narcotics and being wanted
on a Hamtramck warrant. The Inkster resident
also had a concealed
weapon and was wanted
on a felony warrant.
• An Alaskan malamute dog was found
roaming in the area of
Jos. Campau and Holbrook. It was taken to
the Michigan Humane
Society.
• A Selfridge St. resident reported receiving
threats.
• A Norwalk St. resiContinued on page 8

Service Directory
PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

POWDER COATING

Celebrating
50 Years of
Service!

Financing Available

Curtis Gibbs

• Licensed & Insured

Owner

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

PAINTING

★ Fast Same Day Service ★
We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &
Boilers, Plumbing,
Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

Vince

Service • Installation • Repairs

— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
12/31/19

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

586-838-7598

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Labor on
Any Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,
Installation or Repair.

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
10% Senior Discounts • Free Estimates

248-835-3352

10% Discount

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Let Our Service
Directory Do the
Work For You!
Call Dave
(313) 874-2100

Coming events
WEDNESDAYS, 7 p.m., every second
Wednesday of the month – The 3C7 and Midtown Block meets at 2339 Caniff PCS Senior
Day Center. This block club includes all residents and businesses west of Jos. Campau and
north of Holbrook.
SATURDAY, Aug. 10, 2-4 p.m. -- Soup Kitchen
at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski St. at
Fleming St. Everyone welcome!
SATURDAY, Aug. 24, 1-5 p.m. -- Free event,
“Making It To The Finish Line, 1st Annual Girls
Makeup Expo,” for girls ages 12-18, at Ears
Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck (Inside
the former UAW Local 235 Bldg.). Advance registration required. Visit our website for more information: www.mittﬂ.org
MONDAY, Aug. 26, 9 a.m. – Wayne County
Commissioner Martha G. Scott hosts a free
Community Coffee Hour every fourth Monday of
the month at Maine Street Restaurant, 11650
Jos. Campau.
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Thursday, Aug. 1
An incident of fraud
was reported.
Friday, Aug. 2
• A Detroit resident
was arrested for being
wanted on a Hamtramck
warrant.
• A resident reported
an incident of fraud.
• A pedestrian was injured in an auto accident
at Caniff and Jos. Campau.
• Two drivers made
cross complaints regarding a crash that resulted
in an injury.
Saturday, Aug. 3
• A driver was arrested
for multiple trafﬁc violations.
• At 2 a.m., a Detroit
resident reported that,
while driving in the area

Friday, August 9, 2019

At Balkan House, the ‘doner’ is a
foodie’s favorite
Continued from page 3

Continued from page 7

dent reported that someone broke into their car
and stole assorted tools.
• A resident in the
3800 block of Belmont
St. reported a break-in.
• A Belleville resident
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked in the 12000
block of Nagel St.
• A Detroit resident
was arrested in the area
of Dequindre and Caniff
for drunk driving, after
leaving the scene of an
accident.

Phone (313) 874-2100

of Conant and Casmere,
his windshield was damaged by a stray bullet.
• At 4:30 a.m., a person was arrested for driving drunk.
• A Hewitt St. resident
reported an incident of
fraud.
• A resident was arrested in the 3800 block
of Belmont St. for assault.
Sunday, Aug. 4
• A person was arrested in the area of Jos.
Campau and Yemans for
obstruction.
• A Charest St. resident reported an incident of fraud.
• A Hanley St. resident
reported a theft.
• A resident reported
that they lost their passport in the area of Roosevelt and Gallagher.
Monday, Aug. 5
• A resident reported
that a person who had
been served a restraining order was violating it
by contacting her numerous times.
• A resident in the
11000 block of Klinger
St. reported a garage
break-in.
• A resident was arrested in the 2300 block
of Burger St. for assault.

ing it with others -- including our family -- is our passion. We like to see
people enjoy it! It makes
us happy!
The Review: If your
restaurant takes off like
it seems poised to do, do
you think you will try to
add more locations
around the Detroit area?

If so, where might you go
next?
Ekic: We are interested
in expanding in the future,
however the location is
still TBD. But we love Detroit as much as Hamtramck!
The Review: Please
feel free to add anything
else you’d like to!

Ekic: We just want to
say thank you for everyone’s support -- our customers are like our family,
and they are always welcome at Balkan House.
Never once did we doubt
that people would love
the Döner as much as we
do, and we are extremely
happy to share our delicious experience with our

respected
customers!
Thank you!
Balkan House, located
at 3028 Caniff, is open
seven days a week, normally. Their hours are
Mon. through Sat., 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m., and Sundays
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. as
well. Call (313) 262-6234.

Notice of Public Hearing
City Council
City of Hamtramck
The City of Hamtramck City Council will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday, August 27, 2019 at
7:00pm. The meeting will be held at City Hall, 3401 Evaline St, Hamtramck, Michigan 48212. The
public is invited to attend and comment at the public hearing or to make written comments before
the date of the hearing. Written comments should be made to the attention of Grace Stamper,
ATTN: Alley Vacation, 3401 Evaline St., Hamtramck, MI 48212. The subject of the hearing is:
• A request to vacate the alley adjacent to lots 118, 119, 120, and 121 of Whitney’s Subdivision,
Block 1, as recorded in Liber 25, page 77, Wayne County Records according to section 16-002 of
the City of Hamtramck Charter. The alley is located along the western boundary of lot 121, also
known as 9331 Brombach Street.
Please note: This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 41.71 a (2) (3) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the
hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the Meeting to Individuals with disabilities at the Meeting or Public Hearing upon 10 day notice to the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Hamtramck City
Clerk by writing or calling the Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 313-800-5233 x. 821.

For every $100 spent in locally owned business, $68
returns to the community
source: the350project.net

MUSIC IN
THE PARK
AUGUST 22nd

STREET
CORNER

7:00PM
FREE!
SPONSORED BY:
City of Hamtramck
Hamtramck DDA
Hamtramck
Historical Commission

Free for the
whole family!

