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Quick Hits
Good news
for ‘gig’
workers
By Alan Madlane
Michigan’s
self-employed workers, gig workers, 1099-independent
contractors and low-wage
workers affected by
COVID-19 can now apply
for federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
(PUA).
Under the federal
CARES Act, workers on
state
unemployment
have already begun receiving the set $600 federal weekly payment in
addition to their state
beneﬁt amount. Michigan
is one of the ﬁrst states
to begin sending the
$600 payment.
“We will do everything
we can to continue providing emergency ﬁnancial assistance as quickly
as possible to the Michigan working families who
have lost income as a result of COVID-19,” Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer said.
For such eligible workers, going online is the
fastest and easiest way

Continued on page 3

Hamtramck’s historic baseball
stadium gets another ‘win’
By Charles Sercombe
The restoration effort
for the historic Hamtramck baseball stadium
just scored a huge home
run.
The National Park Service, through its African
American Civil Rights Historic Preservation Fund,
awarded the city and
Wayne County $490,729
to make improvements.
The baseball stadium,
built in 1930, served the
National Negro League.
At the time, Major
League Baseball forbade
African-Americans from
playing in the all-white
leagues.
The stadium, one of
only ﬁve surviving stadiums nationally that

The ﬁrst phase of renovation is set to go for the historic Hamtramck Stadium thanks to
various state and federal grants. The city has been working with school ofﬁcials as well
as county and state economic departments to fully restore the stadium.

catered to the Negro
League, was home to the
Detroit Stars.
For years the stadium
sat idle, slowly deteriorat-

historical
signiﬁcance
was discovered.
Up to that point, there
was talk of demolishing
Continued on page 2

Cosmos basketball legend now has
a new home: The Hall of Fame
By Alan Madlane
Rudy Tomjanovich ﬁnally
got in.
Tomjanovich, an NBA
star player and coach, and
pride of Hamtramck – having been born and raised
here – was voted into the
NBA Hall of Fame on his
third time as a ﬁnalist for
the nomination.
“Rudy T,” as he is affectionally known, starred at
Hamtramck High and the

University of Michigan, before embarking on an illustrious pro career for the
San Diego, later Houston,
Rockets.
He played his entire career for the Rockets, a career cut short by a vicious
sucker punch by Los Angeles Lakers player Kermit
Washington during a game
in late 1977.
The infamous incident,
Continued on page 4
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Hometown basketball legend
kept in touch with his roots
By Charles Sercombe
Basketball star – and
now Hall of Famer -Rudy Tomjanovich is
well-known here in
Hamtramck.
All during his pro career as a player and
coach he kept in con-

tact with his friends,
and here and there returned to his old
stomping grounds.
A few years ago, Tomjanovich stopped by the
basketball court in the
Col. Hamtramck housContinued on page 4

State Rep.
seat up for
election
By Charles Sercombe
A special election will
be held to ﬁll the vacant
seat of State Rep. Isaac
Robinson, who died two
weeks ago.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
called for the special
election last week. As
usual, the election begins with a primary,
which will be held Aug. 4.
The winners of the
Democratic and Republican primary will then
square off on Nov. 3.
Whoever wins, though,
will enjoy a short-lived
victory. Robinson’s remaining term, at that
point, has only six weeks
before it ends.
Robinson, 44, died recently, and the suspected
cause
is
COVID-19. He was in his
ﬁrst term.
Believe it or not, that’s
not the only election for
that seat.
Robinson was up for reelection this year, so at
the same time that there
will be an election to ﬁll
out his remaining term,
there will also be a regular election for his seat.
In other words, The
Aug. 4 primary will be to
ﬁll his vacant seat, and
then in a separate primary election, held on
the same day, candidates will vie for the
Continued on page 2
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brand-new term.
Those winners for the
brand-new term will then
face-off on Nov. 4 to see
who gets to go to Lansing for two years, before
doing it all over again.
So, to recap, a primary
election will be held on
Aug. 4 for the vacant
seat, and then on the
same day, same place,
another primary election
will be held for the new
term.
Candidates can sign up
for both primary elections: one to ﬁll his seat
for the remaining term,
and the other for a whole
new two-year term.
Candidates must ﬁle by
April 21.
If past elections for
this position when there
was no incumbent running is any indication, expect there to be a
crowded ﬁeld of candidates.
Robinson’s
mother,
Rose Mary C. Robinson,
held the state representative seat for the same
district for six previous
years until she was
termed out of ofﬁce. She

told The Review that her
daughter, Sarah Robinson, who is an attorney,
is interested in the seat.
Isaac Robinson, a Democrat, easily outdistanced his challengers in
the 2018 primary election – beating secondplace ﬁnisher, former
Hamtramck City Councilmember Saad Almasmari, by about 600
votes. Coming in just a
handful of votes behind
Almasmari was another
Hamtramck
resident,
Michele Oberholtzer.
Several other candidates ﬁnished far behind
those top three candidates.
Because the district
votes heavily Democratic,
whoever wins the Democrat primary elections is
virtually guaranteed to
win the November election.
The district includes
Hamtramck and part of
Detroit, including a portion of Midtown.
The position pays
$71,685 a year, with an
additional $10,800 year
expense allowance.

Birth Announcement
Jack Aloysius Wilamowski
and
Earnest
"Ernie" Edward Wilamowski were born on April
6, 2020.
Jack was born ﬁrst at
8:58 a.m., and Ernie
was born at 8:59 a.m.

Their parents are Kayla
Jane Kopke and Eric
Michael
Wilamowski
(Villa).
Both parents are former Hamtramck residents, and now reside in
Eastpointe.

Jack Aloysius Wilamowski (left) and Earnest "Ernie"
Edward Wilamowski were born on April 6.

the structure, but once
research revealed its
unique role in American
history, it was a whole
new ball game.
Local ofﬁcials and history buffs moved quickly
to save the stadium.
Through their efforts,
the state designated the
structure as a historical
site, which helped lead to
winning various grants to
restore it.
Local baseball historians and fans also
formed a non-proﬁt organization called Friends
of Historic Hamtramck
Stadium.
Volunteers also came
out to maintain what was
left of the ﬁeld. They are
known as the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew.
City and school ofﬁcials
recently formed a joint
committee to seek further funding, and also
teamed up with county
and state economic ofﬁcials.
Various grants started
to trickle in. A site developer was hired to come
up various renovations
that could be completed
in phases, with a top
wish list coming in at
$18 million to turn the
site into an active ball
ﬁeld and entertainment
complex.
Gary
Gillette,
the
Founder & Chair of the
Board of Directors
of the Friends of Historic Hamtramck Stadium, said the latest
grant solidiﬁes the historic value of the stadium.
“The recent National
Park Service African
American Civil Rights
grant recognizes Hamtramck Stadium’s important role in Negro League
history,” Gillette told The
Review in an email.
“The grant, and other
funding we have recently
secured,
gives
the
Friends of Historic Hamtramck Stadium the op-

portunity to memorialize
the past, while providing
a valuable new community park resource to current
Hamtramck
residents.”
The recent award is
one part of four possible
funding sources that -- if
they all come through -will total almost $1.5 million dollars.
The Detroit Tigers organization, which is also
a part of those sources,
has committed to kicking
in a little over $400,000.
That piece of the puzzle
has yet to come through,
but city ofﬁcials expect it
will happen.

A Wayne County block
grant totaling $500,000
was awarded earlier.
The ﬁrst phase of renovation includes:
• Remove Rooﬁng
$34,720
• New metal Decking
and Standing Seam Roof
$208,320
• Remove Paint on
Structure (Columns and
Trusses) $130,200
• Repaint Structure
(Columns and Trusses)
$173,600
• Flashing $26,040
• Gutter System $3,735
• Downspouts $2,250
• Repair Steel (Columns
and Trusses) $259,800

The total cost for this
work is over $800,000.
Other improvements include:
• Demo Seating and
Handrails $83,783
• Clean and Strip Paint
on
Metal
Frame
$119,690
• Repair and Replace
Metal - allow $287,256
This portion amounts
to $490,729
A new ﬁeld, costing
$50,000, will also be installed.
There is also a
$70,000 cost for construction administration.
Renovation work is expected to begin this year.

For some cities, an alarm is
raised over firefighter shortage
By Charles Sercombe
If you are a young adult
and still ﬁguring out what
to do in life, we have a
job for you.
Fireﬁghter.
There is a nationwide
shortage of ﬁreﬁghters,
and some communities
are taking steps to combat that.
According to a recent
article in the online publication metromodemedia.com, Sterling Heights
is considering setting up
a junior ﬁre academy for
high school students.
Here in Hamtramck,
Fire Chief Danny Hagen
said “there’s no explanation” on why there is a
shortage of applicants.
He said that where
there were once dozens
applying for one position,
there are now just a
handful answering the
call.

Part of the problem is
that many young adults
don’t want to start off
working in small cities.
Everyone, it seems,
wants to work and live in
big cities.
There is also a cost
factor. Most ﬁre-ﬁghting
academies, in programs
typically offered at community colleges, charge
anywhere from $3,000 to
$5,000 to train potential
ﬁreﬁghters.
And there is no guarantee you will pass – just
like in regular college.
“It’s no walk in the
park,” Hagen said.
The schooling usually
runs about 10 weeks,
and requires you to attend ﬁve days a week,
and sometimes even on
weekends.
There
are, Hagen
pointed out, physical demands. If you are not in

shape, you won’t be able
to do the job.
“It’s a good job as long
as you stay in shape,”
Hagen said.
And of course, there is
the danger aspect.
According to the National Fire Protection Association, there were 64
on-duty ﬁreﬁghter deaths
in 2018.
Twenty-ﬁve of those
were from actually ﬁghting ﬁres.
Also, there is a high
risk
of
contracting
chronic diseases, such
as cancer and heart disease.
On the upside, if you
start out while a young
adult, you can retire in
your 50s.
And who knows, one
day you might become
chief -- like Dan Hagen.

This week at the library...
Dear Library Patrons,
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have made
the difﬁcult decision to close the Hamtramck
Public Library to the public.
The Library will remain closed until further notice.
In the meantime, we encourage you to try our
new service, Hoopla, available through the library
website.
We will keep you informed of any changes on the
website and on social media.

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

During this emergency closure no late fees will be
assessed.

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½, weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv| ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv

2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK • 313 873 7787

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website
at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you
can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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Pandemic update: Hamtramck
cases continue to increase
By Charles Sercombe
The stay at home quarantine got tighter this
past week.
Last
week,
Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer announced that her “stay
home, stay safe” police
will extend to April 30.
She also added more
restrictions.
While essential employees can still go to work,
and we all can still perform our essential errands, such as buying
groceries, or banking, or
enjoying recreational activities outdoors, the stay
at home directive now
rules out a number of
other activities:
• You cannot meet up
with anyone not a member of your household, eiin
a
private
ther
residency or outside.
• You must remain at
least six feet away from
people while performing
essential activities, such
as grocery shopping or
getting a prescription.
• Those who are allowed to report to work
must maintain social distancing.
• You cannot travel to
live in another residence
you have within this
state, such as a cabin up
north.

• For stores of less
than 50,000 square feet
of customer ﬂoor space,
they must cap the number of people in the store
(including employees) to
25% of the total occupancy limit.
• For stores with
50,000 square feet of
customer space, they
must close off the following areas of the store
that sell: Carpet or ﬂooring, furniture, garden centers and plant nurseries,
paint.
In other news, it was
announced that Hamtramck and parts of Detroit, Oakland County and
Macomb County will now
get mail delivered every
other day.
The Postal Service reports that it has been
losing millions of dollars
because of a decrease in

handling mail. Also, a
number of postal workers
have contracted COVID19.
As of Thursday, the day
The Review went to
press, the number of
COVID-19 cases in Hamtramck was 89, and the
number
of
deaths
caused by the disease is
9.
On Monday, the Hamtramck Police Department reported that there
were three deaths all at
separate residences that
stemmed from “natural
causes.” This sparked
speculation on social
media that they were related to COVID-19.

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Hamtramck
Police
Chief Anne Moise told
The Review that COVID19 was not the cause in
any of these cases.
“According to all three
incident reports, each individual had medical issues unrelated to COVID,
and were on unrelated
medications,” Moise said
in an email response.
“All three were signed
off on by a doctor, and released to family members.
No
medical
examiner involvement.”
Michigan
currently
ranks fourth in the nation
with the highest number
of COVID-19 cases, with
over 28,000 reported.
There have been 1,921
deaths caused by it in
the state.
The United States now
has the highest number
of cases – over 657,000
– in the world.
Hamtramck City Hall ofﬁces remain closed, but
water bills, tax bills and
other payments due to
the city can be paid via a
kiosk in the main entrance of city hall.

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy until
we meet again…
Continue to pray for all of our
wonderful and selfless
First Responders and Health
Care Workers
(All activities and Masses have been
temporarily suspended due to COVID-19)

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Support Local
Businesses

Good news for ‘gig’
workers Cont. from front page
to access these beneﬁts.
Workers need to use the
UIA’s daily ﬁling schedule
(based on the ﬁrst letter of
their last names), which
can be found further down
in this story.
Workers in these categories who have previously
applied for unemployment
beneﬁts and been denied
should
login
to
their MiWAM (Michigan
Web Account Manager) account to complete the
next steps for PUA federal
beneﬁts.
These steps will also be
emailed to workers. They
should not ﬁle a new
claim, as that may delay
the time it takes to get
their beneﬁts.
All newly eligible workers will need to provide
proof of income to receive
the maximum amount they
are entitled. This could include W-2s, 1099 tax
forms, and pay stubs.
These workers will begin
receiving federal beneﬁts
as early as April 20 after
their bi-weekly certiﬁcation. Individuals on paid
sick leave or other paid
leave – or those who have
the ability to tele-work with
pay – are not eligible for
PUA.
The UIA (Unemployment
Insurance Agency) assures every eligible worker
in Michigan who applies
for unemployment beneﬁts that they will receive
them.

The UIA will be accepting
claims and beneﬁt applications back-dated to reﬂect
the date on which the
claimant was laid-off due
to COVID-19, beyond the
previously established 28day period ($600 federal
payment is only retroactive
back to March 28).
Michigan has seen a
record number of unemployment claims for three
consecutive weeks; more
than 800,000 Michigan
workers have ﬁled since
March 15.
Customers are encouraged to use off-peak times
8 p.m. – 8 a.m. Earlier
today, the UIA announced new resources to
help workers resolve online technical issues with
their account.
Individuals with last
names beginning with letters A-L should ﬁle their
claims
on
Mondays,
Wednesday, Fridays. Those
with last names beginning
with letters M-Z should ﬁle
claims on Sundays, Tuesdays, or Thursdays.
Saturdays will be available for anyone to accommodate those who could
not ﬁle during their allotted window.
Information about this
outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information
is available at:
Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.
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Hamtramck High School or
*New location!

Early Childhood Elementary, 11680 McDougall St., Hamtramck, MI 48212
Dickinson East Elementary, 3385 Norwalk, Hamtramck, MI 48212!
Kosciuszko Middle School, 2333 Burger, Hamtramck, MI 48212!
Holbrook Elementary School, 2361 Alice St., Hamtramck, MI 48212!
Hamtramck High School, 11410 Charest, Hamtramck, MI 48212
NEW LOCATION:
12025 Dequindre, Hamtramck, MI 48212
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If you encounter any issues, please contact
Mrs. Lynem at slynem@hamtramckschools.org
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Cosmos basketball legend now
Hometown basketball legend kept
has a new home: The Hall of Fame in touch with his roots
Continued from front page

Continued from front page

Hamtramck’s own Rudy Tomjanovich has been accepted into the Basketball Ball Hall of Fame.
about which at least one
book has been written
(“The Punch: One Night,
Two Lives, and the Fight
That Changed Basketball
Forever” by sports analyst
John Feinstein), shattered
Tomjanovich’s face, brieﬂy
imperiled his life, and ultimately shortened his playing career.
But Tomjanovich would
not go quietly. He would, instead, embark upon a
coaching career that man-

aged to eclipse his playing
one.
It would be as a coach
that he would be enshrined in the Hall, alongside the late Kobe Bryant,
stars Tim Duncan and
Kevin Garnett, college
coach Eddie Sutton, female player Tamika Catchings and coaching legends
Kim Mulkey and Barbara
Stevens, and international
exec Patrick Baumann.
And it was once again for

Coming events
SATURDAY, April 18, noon-2 p.m. -- The Michigan
Bangladeshi American Caucus will have a 200-meal
give-away at the Hamtramck Town Center parking
lot at Jos. Campau and Holbrook.
MONDAY, May 25, 9 a.m. – Wayne County Commissioner Martha G. Scott hosts a free Community
Coffee Hour every fourth Monday of the month at
Maine Street Restaurant, 11650 Jos. Campau.
SATURDAY, May 30, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. – The annual
Health Hike takes place at Pulaski Park (9625
Lumpkin St.), featuring a 5K and 1 mile fun run,
face painting, lunch, yoga, rafﬂe drawing and more.

his cherished Rockets, primarily.
The team would win
champiback-to-back
onships in 1994 and
1995, in Rudy T’s second
and third full seasons as
skipper.
Known as a “player’s
coach,” stars such as
Charles Barkley, Clyde
Drexler and Scottie Pippen
would all request trades to
Houston to play for him.
So intense was his and his
staff’s game preparations,
that he was hospitalized
more than once with exhaustion.
Tomjanovich would also
go on to steer an American
team -- sans any stars, in
those days – to a bronze
medal in the 1998 FIBA
World Championship.
He eventually retired
from a brief comeback
stint as coach for, ironically, the Lakers, in 2004.
But this time, the exhaustion proved to be the end
of his career.
Today the 71-year-old
lives in Austin, Texas with
his wife. They had three
children together.
And this year, he gets a
second home: the Hall of
Fame.
The honor, he said, was
“a godsend” for him, given
the present times, and
gave him “a wonderful feeling.”
Well done, Rudy T.

ing project, where he
once played while growing up.
Housing Executive Director Kevin Kondrat
dropped us a note saying
that while in his ofﬁce, located in the housing project complex, he became
aware of a ﬁlm crew at
the project’s basketball
court.
Curious, he went over
to introduce himself. Little did he know who he
would run into.
Kondrat sent us an
email that he had sent to
a Detroit Free Press reporter, Shawn Windsor,
who was doing a story
about Tomjanovich.
Here’s what Kondrat
had to say to the reporter:
“Hi Shawn, my name is
Kevin Kondrat, I’m the Executive Director at the
Hamtramck
Housing
Commission (formerly
known as ‘the projects’).
“This is where Rudy
grew up, before eventually moving out and then
Hamtramck
attending
High School. A few years
back I was notiﬁed of a
ﬁlm crew on our property
at the basketball court.
When I went to see what
they were doing I found it
was Rudy T. and Sports Illustrated doing a ‘30 for
30’ segment on Rudy’s
early life.

Above and below: Basketball legend Rudy Tomjanovich
signs his autograph at a newly paved concrete ﬂoor for a
picnic area near the basketball court where he used to
play at in the Hamtramck Housing project.

“I took some pictures,
and I asked Rudy T. to
dedicate a canopy we
were putting up for the
playground, and Rudy
kindly obliged. Here are
some photos of that.”

Hey -- who knows? -maybe history will repeat
itself someday, for some
youngster now playing on
that very same basketball court.

ϥΎϜδϟΩΪόΗ
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ϰΘΣΕΎϐϟΓΪόΑϚϟΫϭˬϒΗΎϬϟϭΖϧήΘϧϹήΒϋϖΎϗΩ10ϦϣΏήϘϳΎϣϚϨϣϕήϐΘδΗ
ϡϮϴϟ2020ϥΎϜγΩΪόΗϞϤϜΘγˬΔϣΩΎϘϟήθόϟΕϮϨδϟϝϮσϊϓΎϨϤϟϰϠϋϞμΤΗ
ΓέΎϳΰΑϞπϔΗ

my2020census.gov
ϢϗήΑϝΎμΗϻϰΟήϳ

844.416.2020 ΔϴΑήόϟ ΔϐϠϟ

|

844.330.2020 ΔϳΰϴϠΠϧϹ ΔϐϠϟ
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
Water Department can
afford to make amends
A few weeks ago, we
reported that the Water
Department has a $11
million budget surplus.
That’s a lot of money.
We asked what that
money will be used for,
and we were directed by
the city administration
to refer to an audit report. The report said
that the money will be
used to make sure
there is funding in place
so that the department
continues to operate.
And, the report said,
the money will be used
to make repairs to the
water infrastructure.
We have another suggestion on how to
spend the surplus.
Pay back those homeowners
who
were
socked with a $4,600
bill to ﬁx the sink holes

Food giveaway… On
Saturday, April 18, the
Michigan Bangladeshi
American Caucus will
have a 200-meal giveaway at the Town Center
parking lot at Jos. Campau and Holbrook from
noon-2 p.m.
Buy back… Good
news, struggling Hamtramck bar owners. Well,
it’s as good as it can get
these days.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
has a deal for you. She is
mandating the Michigan
Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) to initiate an

behind their house in
the alley.
Six years ago, a new
DPW superintendent,
who is long gone, decided to enforce an obscure city ordinance
requiring homeowners
to foot the bill for repairs if their line had
broken and leaked and
caused the sinkhole.
For years the city was
paying for those repairs, but out of
nowhere this new DPW
superintendent decided
the city could no longer
afford that.
In the meantime, the
city’s water department
now has an $11 million
budget surplus.
We think the city can,
indeed, afford these repairs. On the other
hand, most homeown-

alcohol buy-back program
to give ﬁnancial relief to
bars and restaurants
who are forced to close
down.
This new order empowers the MLCC to use its
revolving fund to buy alcohol spirits, that remain
in inventory, back from
those bars and restaurants that purchased
these spirits prior to
March 16, 2020. It authorizes the buy-back for
the full purchase prices
of the spirits.
Liquor licensees approved for the program
have until 90 days after

ers cannot.
In fact, it has been
widely reported from
various media outlets
that 40 percent of
Americans can’t afford
an emergency $400
bill. And consider this,
most Hamtramckans
are living at, or near,
poverty level.
Many are retired, and
living on ﬁxed incomes.
Going forward, it is
only fair for the city pick
up the cost of these repairs.
They can also afford
to pay back those
homeowners who were
the victim of a whim by
a former DPW superintendent – one who, like
so many others, came
here for a brief time,
and then moved on to a
better job.

the state’s emergency
and disasters declarations are lifted to re-purchase the spirits from
the MLCC.
“This buy-back program
will help our bars and
restaurants critical to
Michigan’s
economy
weather
the
storm
through this challenging
time in our history,” Gov.
Whitmer said in a press
release.
Licensees must make
their
request
no
later than today, Friday,
April 17, at 5 p.m., using
the online form on the
MLCC website.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck

(313) 365-5240
$895

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager
David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz
&
Wilk
Funeral
Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600
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Is Hamtramck ready
for a ‘new normal’?
Toast of the Town usually covers Hamtramck’s
lively nightlife and arts
scene, but with the recent shelter in home policy and social distancing,
will the city rebound?
By Joe Myrick
Special to The Review
Since this coronavirus
scare started, not a day
has gone by without hearing the sound of ambulance sirens speeding
past my house.
Hamtramck, always one
of the liveliest towns anyone could ask to live in,
suddenly reads like a
ghost town. Save for an
oddball peddler on a bike
or a millenial getting their
morning jog in, I can’t recall the last time I’ve
Jos.
Campau
seen
packed with people.

From the
Superintendent
This week, Superintendent Jaleelah Ahmed
issued this statement to
the district’s students
and families regarding
the plan for the remainder of the school year:
Last week, Governor
Whitmer extended the
closure of school buildings through the end of
the current school year.
The extended closure is
an effort to ﬂatten the
curve of COVID-19, and
keep students and staff
safe and healthy.
Based on the Executive
Order 2020-35, education will continue, and
Hamtramck
Public
Schools will continue to
serve our families with
meaningful experiences
for the remainder of the
academic year.
We hope that you had a
relaxing spring break.
The following plans are
for the remainder of the
month of April:
Week of April 13th -Continue to do the work
online with your teachers.
Week of April 20th -Continue to do the work
online with your teachers.
Technology Distribution
in each building
Week of April 27th -Full implementation of
the distance learning.
Chromebook
Distribution
You will receive communication from your child’s
school on the plans for

In theory, that’s a good
thing, as it means at
least some folks in the
world are abiding by the
current social distancing
rules, but we’ve all been
abiding by such rules for
so long already, that the
world as we knew it precoronavirus is starting to
feel like a distant memory.
As we all anxiously anticipate when things will
get back to normal, the
question forms: are we
too far removed from that
“normal” to ever go back
to it?
That isn’t to say that all
of this won’t end. All
things -- good or bad -must come to an end. We
won’t be in lockdown forever, but surely, normal
as we know it has to have
been changed perma-

nently.
I can’t imagine a world
where people won’t think
twice about shaking
hands with their business
partners moving forward.
I can’t imagine a world
where some won’t still
carry the mental scars
suffered from escalated
anxieties, panic attacks,
and mental breakdowns.
Or worse, the physical
scars carried from selfquarantining with abusive
spouses; we’ve already
seen how the domestic
abuse rate has risen in
the wake of these times.
I can’t imagine a world
without some kind of
“new normal.” I don’t
know what a new normal
could possibly look like,
but I’m prepared for it.
And that’s all we can try
to be, is prepared in
these uncertain times.
Prepared enough not
panic at the thought of
the unknown. Not to
wrack our brains speculating on things beyond
our knowledge. Not to anContinued on page 8

the Chromebook distribution. The district will loan
a Chromebook to each
household. During the
week of April 20th, parents or guardians will be
able to check out a
Chromebook to use for
the remainder of the
school year. There is a
Student
Technology
Checkout Agreement that
will need to be completed by the parent or
guardian.

Nabil
Nagi, Mirjana
Maros, Menhem Aouad,
Carol
Paul,
Lidia
Nikolovski, Lauren Birks,
Gabriel Ferrise, Maria
Julien, Kim Winiarski,
Marianne Livezey, Anne
Clemente, Karen Swords,
John Stoffeltt, Joi Danforth, Thomas Talmadge,
Nawal
Almasmari,
Colleen Stevens, Carla
Timocko, Jennifer Sharp,
Erin Hughes, Sherry
Lynem.

Food Distribution Plans
We will continue to provide the food distribution
for the remainder of the
school year. We are
grateful for our food service providers, and all that
they do to ensure that
our students have both
breakfast and lunch during the weekdays. If you
encounter any issues or
have any questions,
please reach out to Mrs.
Lynem at slynem@hamtramckschools.org.

Community Technology
Resource Data Collection
The Parent Engagement
Liaisons
and
School and Community
Facilitators will be reaching out to the families to
collect data for the community technology resource data collection.
This data collection will
support us for now and
the future: it will allow us
to understand who has
technology, who has a
Wi-Fi connection, and
other information that
will help us ensure that
we are equipped to implement distance learning following Governor
Whitmer’s order.

Emergency Online
Learning Task Force
Leadership is action,
not a title. Thank you to
all who stepped up and
have been contributing to
the Online Learning
Plan. We are proud that
we have our plan ready,
and that we have various
stakeholders who have
contributed to the plan.
The following members
have contributed to the
plan with the leadership
of Carol Paul and I: Todd
Losie, Marc Wilkinson,
Christopher
Vraniak,
Nathan Talbot, Jamie
Jankowski, Sarah Filipiak,

MSU Gate Updates
Michigan State University is still accepting applications for their GATE
academic years programs. They will be accepting the CogAT test in
lieu of the SAT or ACT requirements for this year’s
academic year applications.
They will be administerContinued on page 8
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Coronavirus pandemic has been a nightmare
for school boardmember
cases in the country, and
the situation at the hospital, he said is a nightmare: little personal
protection equipment for
the staff, not enough ventilators, overcrowding, patients dying in the
hallways, and staff members coming down with
the disease.
The situation got so
bad two weeks ago, Hadwan and several other

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck
Public
School Board Vice President Sal Hadwan has
been right on the frontlines of the coronavirus
pandemic.
He is an emergency
room nurse at DMC Mt.
Sinai-Grace Hospital, located in downtown Detroit.
Detroit is one of the
hotspots for COVID-19

Sal Hadwan
father; sisters, Emma,
Velia, Sylvia, Juana,
Rosa, Mary-Ann, Barbara,
and her brother, Lorenzo
Jr.
She is mourned by her
children, Micaela, Mario,
Marlo, Aida, and Ricardo;
grandchildren, Michelle,
Judy, Cecelia, Julianna,
Mario Jr., Mariah, and
Rafael, Jr.; great-grandchildren and countless
nieces, nephews, and
friends.

ORTIZ
Alicia Torres
Ortiz was born
on Feb. 18,
1950 and died
April 10, 2020.
She was born in El
Paso, Texas, and was the
daughter of Lorenzo and
the late Luz Torres.
She is proceeded in
death by her beloved
son, Rafael Ortiz, Jr.
Alicia is survived by her

members of his shift
staged a protest, of
sorts, before going to
work.
They demanded that
the for-proﬁt hospital call
in more support staff, but
they were refused, and
then the management
told them to leave.
He recorded himself

and his co-workers on his
cellphone as they were
leaving the hospital. The
recording was picked up
by local media outlets,
and later CNN even reported on what is happening at the hospital.
“I am going to continue
to speak up,” Hadwan
told The Review. “We’ve
always been short of
staff, but this was beyond safe. We’ve had patients in the ER for ﬁve
days and in the hallways.
“It’s impossible for
someone to provide care
for all the patients. We
are mentally and emotionally drained.”
He posted previously in
Facebook that six nurses
on his night shift quit
over the hospital’s conditions and the health
threat the disease poses
to them.
Hadwan returned to
work the next day, but he

expects to be ﬁred once
this pandemic settles
down.
No matter what the
consequences are, Hadwan stressed again that
“somebody has to speak
up.”
One of his co-workers,
considered an organizer

of the protest, was indeed ﬁred this week.
Hadwan and his coworkers are not alone.
Medical staff in the hardest hit areas across the
country are voicing similar concerns as the
cases overwhelm them
and their resources.

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online

Never miss an issue!
www.TheHamtramckReview.com

I am the RESURRECTION
and the LIFE
Whoever believes in me
(though he die)
Yet shall he LIVE
John 11:25

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
HUD Certified

John Ulaj

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Closed Temporarily
Best quality for the best prices.
Prices Starting at

$

10

Senior &
Veterans
Discounts

Call for Hours

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

9517 Jos. Campau
— Hamtramck —

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY
FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

FMIC
Food Ministries in
Collaboration

A HUD
Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist
Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
3142-46 Caniff
$169,900

G
N
I
D
PEN

Remarkable 2 family home
with separate front entrances, (2) furnaces and
(2) HWH! Roomy ﬂoor plan
features LR and DR! Updates throughout including
nwr kitchen, oversized nwr
bathrooms and nwr paint
and ﬂooring.

3321 Doremus
$119,900

G
N
I
D
PEN

Great curb appeal
and pride of
ownership!
Hardwood ﬂoors,
formal dining room,
and newer kitchen

Thornville Road
Metamora Twp.
COMING SOON!

My prayers are with
you and your family
to keep you safe
and healthy.

Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Visit
www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com
for more information

To make a tax deductible
donation send to:
Harp of God Ministry
FMIC
P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202
P.S. Send copy to friends

Commercial Broker/Owner

3,212 Sq Ft home built in
1996 sits on 16 acres and
has a ﬁnished basement.

2325-27 Caniff - $119,900 ....PENDING
270 3rd St. - $124,900..................SOLD
14207 Castle - $209,900 ..............SOLD

3433 Yemans
$224,900
Incredible Brick
home located directly
across from Zussman
Park and City Hall!

1897 Mitchell
Lake
COMING SOON!
Colonial home built
in 2007 set on 2.75
acres in Lapeer
County with 4 bedrooms and 2.5 baths

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

STORE FRONT
FOR LEASE

HELP
WANTED

1 bedroom apartment for
rent at 3618 Caniff, Hamtramck, call 313-4349759. 4/24

850 square ft., 2 bedroom, 1 bath, $850/mo.
+ sec. deposit,

New Al-Baraka, call 313366-0500 or 202-6642756.

Pharmacist-in-Charge (Accredited Pharm.D. or
FPGEC certification & 2
yrs exp as a pharmacist
or equiv) – Hamtramck,
MI. Job includes pharmacy operations and staff
management and requires experience with
Pharmacy software. Must
have a license or be license eligible to practice
as a Pharmacist in MI.
Send resumes to Hoover
Pharmacy, LLC, Attn: Noaman Nagi, 2930 Holbrook
Ave, Hamtramck, MI
48212.

PET
FOR SALE

313-304-7400. 3/27

Male cockatiel with large
cage, $125. Call or text
Paul at 313-622-8668.

HOUSE
FOR SALE
HOUSE
FOR RENT

2 bedroom home, large
living room, spacious
$700/mo.,
kitchen,
forced air heat, serious inquiries only, 313-4150108. 5/1

3/27

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., living rm., kitchen, 586-6342502.

3869 Fredro, single family, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.
13446 Dwyer, single family, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-8186542, 248-818-8378.
12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Advertisers should check their ad following first publication. The newspaper shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Deadline for
classifieds for next week is
Thursday at Noon

(313) 874-2100
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By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers April 7-13.
Tuesday, April 7
• At about 6:30 a.m., a
suspect wearing a mask
and gloves attempted to
steal items out of a car
parked in the 3800 block
of Edwin St. The owner of
the vehicle said that it appeared that nothing was
taken.
• A resident on Casmere St. reported a
garage break-in and the
theft of several power
tools. A resident in the
2400 block of Casmere
St. also reported a garage
break-in.
Wednesday, April 8
• An agent for a business on Conant Ave. reported an attempted
break-in, and damage to
their property. Nothing
was reported stolen.
• An agent for Hanley
House for Boys reported
that a juvenile ran away
from the facility.
• A resident of Doremus St. reported a

garage break-in.
• A resident in the
2300 block of Goodson
St. reported that a person
had trespassed on their
property.
• A dispute erupted between neighbors in the
2200 block of Evaline St.
• A resident in the
2300 block of Goodson
St. reported that someone broke out their living
room window.
Thursday, April 9
• At almost 3 a.m., a
driver of a black Cadillac
struck several vehicles in
the area of Casmere and
Mackay and then drove
off.
• An agent for a Jos.
Campau Ave. business reported an incident of retail fraud.
Friday, April 10
• An agent for a Jos.
Campau Ave. business reported an incident of
fraud.
• A resident of Klinger
St. reported that their car
license plate was stolen.
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Celebrating
51 Years of
Service!

Financing Available
• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

★ Fast Same Day Service ★

PAINTING

We specialize in all
phases of Furnaces &
Boilers, Plumbing,
Heating, Sewer
Cleaning & Excavation.

10% Discount
Oﬀ Labor on
Any Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning or
Sewer Cleaning Job,
Installation or Repair.

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969

Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

586-838-7598
— FREE ESTIMATES —

Service • Installation • Repairs
POWDER COATING

BISAGA

12/31/19

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Let Our Service Directory Do the Work
For You! Call Dave (313) 874-2100
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Continued from page 5

Continued from page 7
Continued from page 5
Saturday, April 11
No criminal activity was
reported for this date.
Sunday, April 12
• A dog, with a collar
and a leash, was found
loose in the 10000 block
of Jos. Campau Ave.
Monday, April 13
• A McDougall St. resi-

dent reported that someone damaged his vehicle.
• A Sobieski St. resident, a Holbrook Ave. resident and a Trowbridge St.
resident were found deceased from natural
causes. According to Police Chief Anne Moise the
cases were not COVID-19
related.

ing CogAT testing online
on Wednesday, April
22nd at 1 p.m. and Monday, May 4th at 1 p.m.
Students can sign up for
these CogAT testing
dates.
I continue to appreciate your support during
this challenging time.
Thank you for being positive examples for your

sudoku
grily lash out at those trying to console us in trying
times.
Don’t be afraid. Which
is easier said than done,
but -- fear and ignorance
aren’t going to ﬂatten the
curve of the virus.
Just expect, and pre-

Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program
for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

pare, for a different future. The future may not
be totally bright, but it
isn’t bleak enough not to
look forward to, either.
The future may not be
the old normal, but the future will be better than
this. It has to be.

children, and for helping
continue the educational
process at home. I will
continue to share information as the circumstances require.
On behalf of the Board
of Education and I, we
wish everyone who observes Easter a wonderful holiday this weekend.
Stay safe and healthy.

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in
The Review
Call (313) 874-2100

