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Quick Hits
Sidewalks
sales are
encouraged
By Charles Sercombe
City hall is lending a
helping hand to merchants.
As we all know, local
businesses are hurting
ﬁnancially everywhere
because of the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic
and the need for a quarantine for three months.
Add also the fact that
a lot of people are unemployed and don’t
have much money to
spend.
So, with the OK from
city council, businesses
located on Conant, Caniff, Holbrook and Jos.
Campau are allowed
and encouraged to hold
a sidewalk sale in front
of their buildings.
Continued on page 8

Dentist pays honor to frontline
responders and workers
By Alan Madlane
Sami Bilani is a local
dentist with a wide open
vision.
Or is that an “open
wide” vision?
Well anyway, he’s not
the kind of guy who just
sits still. Even if he expects you to when you’re
in his dental chair.
We caught up Dr. Bilani
to ask him about the new
memorial garden he’s recently had built in a parking next to his ofﬁce.

The Review: So how did
you get the idea for this
garden? Was it something you’ve had in mind
ever since the pandemic
arrived in our area? Also,
did you have any personal involvement with
the Corona virus that inspired the tribute?
Dr. Bilani: More than
one factor inspired the
idea. If you remember my
townhouses project on
the parking lot, a rain gar-

The bulk of the cost to build the garden went toward
purchasing a memorial stone.

Alsu and Sami Bilani recently created a memorial garden
in a parking lot next to their dental ofﬁce. The garden commemorates those ﬁrst responders who lost their lives to
COVID-19.

den was included in the
project at that part of the
lot.
Since the main project
was put on hold, waiting
for certain issues to be
resolved, there was no
reason not to start the
garden itself.
When the pandemic arrived in our area, I was
forced to close my ofﬁce,
and although I am a
health provider and my
wife Alsu (who also holds
a masters degree in the-

ater criticism) studied to
be a nurse as well, neither of us were any help in
this unprecedented situation.
We both felt guilty, especially after hearing the
horrible things happening
in hospitals and nursing
homes from our friends
who are doctors and
nurses. So we thought
that the least we could do
would be to start a memorial garden.
Continued on page 2

Federal
grant OK’d
for stadium
By Charles Sercombe
A National Parks Service grant for Hamtramck’s
historic
baseball stadium has ofﬁcially come through.
Last week the Wayne
County Commission issued a press release announcing
that
the
commission had approved
the
nearly
$500,000 federal grant
to help with renovations
at the stadium.
The grant, provided
through the park service’s African American
Civil Rights of the 20th
Century program, was initially announced last
April. The grant was
awarded to the county,
and the commission last
week formally approved
it.
The stadium is considered historic because it
is one of only ﬁve remaining stadiums that were
used by the former Negro
baseball league.
Hamtramck’s stadium
Continued on page 3
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Dentist pays honor to frontline responders and workers
In this way, we could remember the thousands of
Americans who lost their
lives because of COVID19, and at the same time,
give a thankful tribute to
all the doctors, nurses
and front-liners who kept
us alive.
The Review: Who designed the garden? How
was it decided what
plants to use, for example, or what other elements of the garden?
Bilani: First I and my
wife decided on the basics. We felt that it had to
be mostly evergreen in
order to look nice and enjoyable all year around,
keeping in mind cost and

maintenance.
We decided to start with
ten trees. A willow tree in
the middle, giant pine
trees in the back, two
blue spruces in between,
a birch tree, and one red
and one green maple tree
each.
The memorial stone had
to be not more than 10
feet from the sidewalk to
be easy to read, and with
no high plants in the front
of it, to keep it visible.
Alsu did her research
for each kind of tree mentioned, assessing their
chances of survival and
how much distance apart
they should be, to give
them room to grow, taking
into consideration the

power lines passing over
the lot. So we kept the
high trees in the middle to
protect the DTE lines.
Around the stone, we
decided on a combination
of colorful roses and evergreen plants that spread
horizontally. My friend
Michael Jacob, who is a
architect,
landscaping
suggested the symmetrical look, in combination
with the descending
heights of plants from
back to front.
After establishing all
these basics, I will say
everything else went
spontaneously, without
any planning. From the
size of the surroundings,
of the trees; to the col-

TonyaMyersPhillips.com

Over 27 years of faithfully serving the community

■ Part of a legal team to settle a case and force a clean up environmental
health hazard at an elementary school
■ Fought banks and saved hundreds of elders, children, and families
from mortgage foreclosure
■ Successfully worked to change state tax foreclosure law to allow 5 years
payment plans so thousands can keep their homes
■ Negotiated community benefits agreements for neighborhood groups to
secure housing, jobs, and greens space for neighbors
■ Leader in a "Right To Counsel" movement to provide low-income persons
facing eviction with an attorney free of charge
■ Led Michigan's 1st Community Court to help nonviolent offenders provide
perform community service + treatment rather than jail & high fines
■ Successfully worked with allies to stop evictions and utility shutoff during
COVID-19 state of emergency

“You can
count on
me to fight
for you”
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Tonya
Phillips P.O. Box 6834, Detroit, MI 48202
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Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

ored mulch in between to
create a walking path, to
the number and size of
plants in the front, and ﬁnally to the wooden barriers around the trees -which we were buying
whatever we were able to
ﬁnd in stores.
The Review: Can you
tell us, at least roughly,
how much the garden
cost you to create altogether? Did it all come
out of your own pocket,
or did you fundraise to
help share cost?
Bilani: One hundred
percent of the cost came
out of my own pocket.
I did that because I believe totally in the cause.
No matter how much
money you spend, it’s
nothing compared to the
cost in lost lives, and the
great sacriﬁces doctors
and nurses have made for
us.
I can say that 40 percent of the cost went to
the memorial stone itself.
Thanks for Down River
Stone Design (DSD), represented by both Tom
Woodruff, Sr., and his son
Tom Jr., who gave me a
good deal as they recognized the cause, and the
purpose of the stone.
Another 20 percent of
the cost went to breaking
up the old concrete and
removing it. Thanks also
for Carleton Whitsett, who
was able to get me a
good deal from Dynamic
Sealcoating company.
They did a great job
breaking the concrete, removing it, then cleaning

and removing the debris
from the small back alley
that had not been cleaned
at least since I moved to
Hamtramck in 1995.
Another 20 percent
went for the topsoil to replace the concrete. This
work was also done by Dynamic Sealcoating LLC.
The ﬁnal 20 percent went
for purchasing trees,
plants, soil, compost, soil
conditioner and mulch.
The Review: Do you
have any plans to expand
it in the future? Or to create another like it, or any
other sort of further tribute?
Bilani: Part of the present plan is a mural that
will be painted on my ofﬁce building wall, looking
at the garden and completing the same tribute.
The muralist Jake Dwyer,
who has done other beautiful murals in Detroit, aldesigned
this
ready
mural.
Security Cameras have
been installed in and
around my building to protect the garden. Here, I
have to thank Max Garbarino from the City of
Hamtramck, and Sergeant
Denis Janowicz from the
police department, who
helped signiﬁcantly in securing the lot and the garden.
A beautiful composite
fence will be surrounding
the parking lot and the
garden for added security
and protection. The permit for the fence was approved already by the City
of Hamtramck.

Continued from front page
Thanks to Grace Stamper in the city planning department and Inspector
Bruce Eck from the building department. They took
the time to visit the site,
and approved the fencing.
The composite fence is
twice as expensive as the
wooden fence, but it’s
maintenance free, more
durable, and a hundred
times better looking. So,
in the long run, it will justify the cost. Labor costs
are the same for either
kind of material.
The size of the garden
now is 1,500 sq. ft. It is
in my mind to increase
the space, but it will all
depend on the ﬁnal decision made about the town
house project.
The Review: While we
have you, your ofﬁce
phone message suggests
that you’ll open up for full
dental services on Aug.
3. Is this date still the
target?
Bilani: Yes, August 3 is
still the target date to reopen the ofﬁce.
We
are updating our computers, dental programs and
digital panoramic x-rays.
Also, believe it or not, we
are still experiencing a
shortage of Personal Protection Equipment. I am
hoping by the end of July
we should be ready to
open safely and efﬁciently.
The Review: Would you
like to take a moment to
talk about your safety
protocols in place at the
Continued on page 4

This week at the library...
The library will continue to serve the public
with
curbside
service until August
11.
Curbside service includes printing, faxing,
scanning, and copying.
We will take your documents at the front door
and then return them to
you.
If you wish to print
something,
please
send us an e-mail with
the document attached
to
hamtramcklibrary
@gmail.com.
Please
call us ﬁrst at 313-7336822 to let us know the
document is on its way.
We will print it and give
it to you at the front
door.
Check out our Facebook page for a list of
the New York Times children’s books best sellers!
Our book return box
(at the library’s front

door) is open and patrons are encouraged to
return all the library materials they still have at
home as soon as possible. For your safety, we
are keeping all returned
materials in 72-hour
quarantine.
You can place a hold
on the items you want
on our website catalog,
or call us to have holds
placed for you. You will
be notiﬁed when your
books are ready. Please
have your library card
ready when you arrive to
pick up your holds.
If you have the blue library card, please stop
by between 10 AM and
4 PM, and through curbside service, we will exchange the old blue
card for the new hooplaenabled card with the
picture of the library on
it. With the new card,
you can access e-books
and stream movies and

music.
If you don’t have a library card, please
come get one through
our curbside service!
We will give you an application at the front
door to ﬁll out and return.
We have electronic
resources. Cardholders
can use our virtual library to read, listen, and
watch on their computer
or mobile device 24/7.
Go to the library website www.hamtramck.lib
.mi.us and check our eresources.
FREE USED BOOKS
AND
POLISH-LANGUAGE BOOKS AND
DVDs WILL BE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC
AT THE FRONT DOOR
FROM 11 AM to 3 PM
(Donations $$ will
gladly be accepted!)
We are not accepting
any book or magazine
donations at this time.

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website
at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you
can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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For some on Holbrook, road
repair is just one inconvenience
By Charles Sercombe
First came the coronavirus pandemic and the
shutting down of non-essential businesses.
Then came the closing
of Holbrook between
Lumpkin and Jos. Campau to rebuild the street
and install new water
lines.
These double-whammies have been the onetwo punch for the owners
of Café 1923.
Shannon Lowell, a coowner, said that, although he can now
re-open the café, the
street repair has shut
down customers from
coming.
And now, there’s been
one more blow.
The mail has stopped
being delivered there.
“The only reason I
know when my mortgage
is due is through the
mail” he said. “With the
quarantine and closing,
I’ve lost all track of time.”
But then it ﬁnally
dawned on Lowell that he
hadn’t been getting any
mail. So, he went to the

The reconstruction of Holbrook between Jos. Campau
and Lumpkin is ahead of schedule, but the project
has taken an unexpected twist.

Caniff post ofﬁce and
was told mail delivery
had stopped there because of the road construction, and that mail
for those houses and
businesses can only be
picked up.
And not only does he
have to come to the post
ofﬁce, but pick-up service
is limited to Tuesdays
only. There is a sign in
the post ofﬁce saying
this.
“The post ofﬁce couldn’t have put a notice in
my mailbox?” Lowell pon-

dered.
Prior to Holbrook being
closed off, the city’s engineering ﬁrm sent letters
to all the houses and
businesses located in
that section of Holbrook
that their regular, daily
mail would not – repeat,
would not – be interrupted.
Apparently, the post ofﬁce didn’t get that
memo.
The Review called the
post ofﬁce, and we were
told that someone who
handles media inquiries

would get back to us. By
Thursday, the day The Review went to press, no
contact had been made.
But sources told us
that mail delivery was
stopped because the
conditions of the torn-up
street were too dangerous for mail carriers.
And that was news to
City Manager Kathy Angerer, who said a post ofﬁce
representative
walked the street with a
city ofﬁcial to review
whether mail could be
delivered, and the post
ofﬁce employee said
there would be no problem making deliveries.
“We were told that before a shovel was in the
ground,” Angerer said.
Angerer said it wasn’t a
matter of lack of communication, but “no communication.”
At press time, Angerer
was making inquiries
with the post ofﬁce.
As for the ongoing repair project, she said it’s
ahead of schedule and
should be completed by
fall.

Federal grant OK’d for stadium

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us
Sunday Service is now being held
Face coverings will be mandatory
Hand sanitizer will be on site
You will be seated with 6 foot social distancing
A complete list of safety guidelines
will be provided

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

August 8 – Soup Kitchen
(for Take-out only) 2-4 pm

Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Place an Ad in
The Review
Call (313) 874-2100

Continued from front page

was built in 1930, and
players
like
Turkey
Stearnes, Josh Gibson
and Satchel Paige played
there.
Detroit Tigers’ legend
Ty Cobb even threw out a
ceremonial ﬁrst pitch at
the stadium.
“This is wonderful
news, and I’m sure this
project will bring lots of
people to Hamtramck,”
said
Commissioner
Martha G. Scott, whose
district includes Hamtramck.
The stadium has been
receiving various grants
and donations in recent
years. Renovation of the
ﬁeld began a couple of
weeks ago, and repairs
to the stadium will continue through fall.
One group that has
been instrumental in securing grants and providing
background
information about the
stadium has been the
Friends of Historic Hamtramck Stadium.
Back in April, Gary
Gillette, the Founder &
Chair of the Board of Directors of the Friends organization, said this
federal grant solidiﬁes
the historic value of the
stadium.
“The recent National
Park Service African
American Civil Rights
grant recognizes Hamtramck Stadium’s important role in Negro League
history,” Gillette told The
Review.

July 26 - Sunday Mass at 9:00 am

“The grant, and other
funding we have recently
secured,
gives
the
Friends of Historic Hamtramck Stadium the opportunity to memorialize
the past, while providing
a valuable new community park resource to current
Hamtramck
residents.”
A new ﬁeld is being installed at the Hamtramck Stadium.

VOTE FOR YOUR NEIGHBOR!

Paid for by Michele Oberholtzer for Michigan, 2694 Trowbridge St., Hamtramck, MI 48212.
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Dentist pays honor to frontline responders and workers
Continued from page 2
dental ofﬁce?
Bilani: We had to come
up with new protocols, for
the safety of both my staff
and my patients. A.C.
(After Corona) is nothing
like B.C. (Before Corona).
Here are some of the
changes:
The main entry doors of
the ofﬁce will always be
locked, and doorbells
were installed on both entrances, along with cameras. Only one patient at
a time, and they must
have an appointment, is
allowed to come in.
There is no waiting in
the waiting room. The
magazines have been removed. The patient will be
urged to be on time for
their appointment, and
will be asked to stay in
their car until their room
is ready.
We usually allot an hour
for each appointment, but
now we are giving it 90
minutes. We ﬁgured out
that we going to need at
least 45 minutes now to
disinfect the operating
room after each patient,
instead of the normal 15
minutes.
Patients will be provided
with disposable shoe coverings to wear once inside
the ofﬁce, and must keep
them on until they leave
the ofﬁce. He or she will
also be asked to disinfect
their hands with a provided disinfectant before
coming into their room,
and then will be provided
with mouthwash for prerinsing before any treatment or diagnosis starts.
Dental chairs will be
covered with extra layers
of disposable plastic covers that will be replaced
after each patient.

I, and my staff, will be
wearing disposable gowns,
disposable face shields
and disposable masks
that will all be changed,
and then disposed of, in a
special room next to the
operating room after each
patient.
Only one operating
room will be used at a
time.
We are still looking for a
new type of plastic tent to
be invented that will cover
the patient and help me
operate from underneath,
without contaminating the
rest of the room surfaces,
which would help us in
speeding up the disinfection process, and in keeping our patients safe as
well.
We are looking now for
a new vacuum, the type
that has been modiﬁed to
suck all the air droplets
from the room during
treatment. They’re still not
easily found on the market.
We will keep looking,
and will not ignore any
new methods or devices
that will help to keep us,
and our patients, safe.
The Review: Feel free
to add anything else
you’d care to.
Bilani: Finally, I would
like to ask all my dear
neighbors to cooperate
with me.
Please keep your trash
cans inside your yards
when it’s not garbage day,
because it’s not only an
eyesore, and unhygienic
besides, but it’s against
the law and you could be
ﬁned for not doing so.
Please paint and ﬁx your
garage doors and roofs,
and let’s make it a beauti-

ful block. I will also ask
the liquor store again to,
please, move your dumpster to your parking lot.
We are attempting to remember thousands of
people that we lost because of this pandemic,
and we are likewise paying tribute to the enormous sacriﬁces of all the
doctors and nurses.
This tribute will not be
nearly so nice if we don’t
all work together to keep
the surrounding area
clean and presentable.
I had been interviewed
by radio stations like WWJ,

TV stations like Fox and received request by Metro
Times for an interview. It
shows that the word
spread about this garden,
promising to be a landmark of the city of Hamtramck after we ﬁnish it all.
So, I will kindly ask city
ofﬁcials to please ﬁx the
alley between the mural
and the garden, and to enforce the building and
trash codes, because
those areas will be exposed to both the local
and national media. This
will be a great chance to
show our city in a present-

able civilized look. Also, I
will urge the water department to consider giving
me a break on my water
bill for two reasons:
The garden needs a lot
of watering too, at least in
the ﬁrst few years. This
water is going directly into
the ground, and will never
go to the sewer.
So, it’s not fair to charge
me for the sewer service - at least, not for this
amount of water.
The 10 trees and plants
already in the garden will
also soak up all the rainwater that used to end up

in the sewer system before removing the concrete.
This will hence reduce
the pressure on the
pipes, and help in preventing, to a certain extent,
the yearly basement
ﬂooding that we all suffered from in this block.
Thank you very much for
giving me the chance to
clarify my plans. I will be
looking to have more planning meetings, after I conclude my project fully with
the mural and the fence,
hopefully in the coming
August.

Sidewalk cafes are in full bloom
in Hamtramck
By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck bars and
restaurants have embraced café culture with a
gusto.
Several of the businesses have taken up the
city’s offer to create sidewalk cafes. A few weeks
ago, the city administration came up with the
idea to loosen the restrictions and requirements –
which many cities in
Michigan have done – in
order to help out the beleaguered service industry.
Because bars and
restaurants had to remain
closed during this coronavirus pandemic for three
or four months, they have
lost
a
tremendous
amount of business.
So, in order to bolster
their ﬁnances, cities and
the state liberalized sidewalk café requirements.

Several bars and restaurants have created sidewalk
cafes now that the city has made it easier.
So far, the following establishments have received
permits:
The
Balkan House, PLAV Post
10, Locos Tacos, Bakers
Bar, Bar/Ter and Painted
Lady
For those still contemplating the concept, the
permits are only $25, but
if you plan to sell alcohol
outside, you have to get a

license from the state.
Over at The Balkan
House on Caniff, their
sidewalk café attracted a
lot of attention and
elicited some, ah, colorful
comments.
The restaurant chained
off a parking space on the
busy Caniff Ave., which to
some seemed like an accident waiting to happen.

(A little front-end bumper
with that doner kebob?)
Over at the Facebook
page “I love Hamtramck,”
Marcin Dragan had this to
say:
“With the way people
drive in Hamtramck I
wouldn't sit there.”
But others chimed in
support.
“Great idea and thanks
to the city for allowing it
so that our bars and
restaurants can stay in
businesses,” said Kenneth Bloom.
Maybe word got back to
the folks at Balkan
House, because by last
Friday, the tables were
pushed back to being on
the sidewalk.
“Just went by, and the
table and chairs are on
the sidewalk. Looks
cute,” said Karen Plochinski, the administrator of
the page.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
Wayne County Treasurer
Sabree has earned our vote
We don’t often get involved in endorsing candidates, but we are
making an exception in
one race.
Wayne County Treasurer Eric R. Sabree is
seeking re-election. He is
on the Democratic side
of the partisan ballot.
Sabree took over the
reins from Hamtramck’s
own Raymond Wojtowicz,
and he has continued
the good work Wojtowicz
started in helping struggling households to ward
off foreclosure just be-

cause they are suffering
ﬁnancially.
Sabree has greatly expanded that program,
and didn’t hesitate to
suspend foreclosures
this year when the coronavirus pandemic ﬁrst
appeared.
Since
then,
Gov.
Gretchen
Whitmer
jumped on board, and
put a halt on foreclosures statewide.
Sabree has brought a
lot of energy to his ofﬁce,
and continues to make
improvements
and

streamline the process
of paying property taxes
and dealing with that
complex and large ofﬁce.
He is a people person,
one who has his ears to
the ground, and he
knows the needs of
Wayne County residents.
The county is lucky to
have him.
The Review recommends a vote for ERIC R.
SABREE for Wayne
County Treasurer in this
August Primary Election.

Mow your lawn, or the city will
do it for you, and bill you
By Charles Sercombe
For years city ofﬁcials
have cajoled and then
warned residents.
First it was, please cut
your grass.
Then, when that fell on
deaf ears, it became; you
better, or else.
Except the “or else”
rarely ever happened, as in
the city cutting someone’s
tall grass and charging
them for it, either through
a bill or placed on their
next property tax notice.
Well, those days are
over.
City code enforcers recently tagged 68 houses
with grass that was over 5
inches tall, which is the

maximum height you can
let your lawn go, and given
72 hours to comply with
city codes.
In other words, cut your
dang postage-stamp sized
lawn, you lazy bum. OK,
maybe not exactly in those
words.
Anyway, 13 households
did not comply. So, the city
sent a contractor to the
work.
Depending on the size of
the lawn, they will receive
a bill for at least $125,
said Max Garbarino, the
city’s Director of Community Safety and Services.
“Our goal is that by the
end of summer to get the
city looking good,” Gar-
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barino said.
Another round of tickets
has already been delivered.
If you are notiﬁed once,
you might want to wise up
because the next notiﬁcation will come with a misdemeanor ticket.
Garbarino said that next
on the city’s to-do list is to
go after property owners
who neglect to remove
grafﬁti. While, yes, property
owners are the victim here,
it is still their responsibility
to maintain their houses
and buildings.
There is no shortage of
grafﬁti in town, so be forewarned.
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Volunteers… Veterans
Park is looking better than
ever – thanks to over a
dozen adults and young
folks who spent some
time on a recent Monday
evening cleaning it up.
Jessica Wendt, the director of the Gwiazda
Dancers, sent us an email
with photos, and had this
to say:
“This
evening
the
Gwiazda Dancers, in collaboration with the Polish
Organization,
Scouting
BCL Contractors, Empire
Disposal and PLAV Post
10, came together to
clean up Veterans Park in
Hamtramck.
“A special thanks goes
out to Amicci’s Pizza in
Hamtramck, who donated
pizza for all of the volunteers, and to Omar, a
2020 Hamtramck High
School graduate, who was
so touched by the kids
working that he brought up
a case of cold water!
“Throughout the evening,
several local children
asked to help, and joined in
on the efforts! What an
community!
amazing
#HamtramckPride #com#WeLoveHammunity
tramck.”
Reminder… The Detroit
Football
Club’s
City
women’s team will host a
showcase at Keyworth
Stadium this weekend
(July 24-26).
During those three days,
there will be two semi-ﬁnal
matches (one for each
team) and then a championship or third-place ﬁnale. The other league
competitors participating
are Livonia City FC, Lansing United and Midwest
United FC.
The team will play
against Lansing United at
Keyworth today, Friday.
Their success will determine which game they feature in on Sunday, July 26.
The other bit of news is
that the men’s team will
also be returning to the
ﬁeld soon, as they have
also been tapped to host
a showcase, the ﬁrst ever
Independent Cup.
In conjunction with their
own league, the NISA (National Independent Soccer
Association), the cup competition pits professional
and competitive amateur
clubs over the weekend of
July 31 to August 2.
They will ﬁrst meet
Cleveland SC at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, July 31, and then
will follow that up with a
game versus FC Buffalo at
3 p.m. on Sunday, August
2.
Here is one setback to
the season – so far. In-person attendance will not be
permitted, due to the coronavirus pandemic, although that can change at
any moment. Both games
are listed as being televised on TV channel 20.
Check
out
nisa
ofﬁcial.com/indcup
for
more information.

Photos by Jessica Wendt
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Other Voices: Guest Editorial
Public schools: Students and staff deserve
safe learning environments

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.
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Prices Starting at TSenior
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Veterans
ip Surgery
$Due to Discounts
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Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

By Jaleelah Ahmed
Students in Hamtramck
know they deserve improvements to their aging
school buildings.
In fact, the Student
Youth Voice Engagement
Committee
has
expressed their concerns
over these conditions for
four years in a row.
On August 4, Hamtramck residents will be
asked to vote on a Hamtramck Public Schools
bond proposal that addresses these issues.
The $35 million, 7-mill
proposal would allow HPS
to make improvements
throughout the district
and construct a new
school
building
to
strengthen the learning
environment.
Used portable classrooms -- like the ones in
place at Dickinson West
Elementary -- are not a
permanent solution. Our
students and staff deserve better. They deserve equitable and safe
learning environments.
The bond would allow
the district to eliminate
portable classrooms by
constructing
a
new,
37,000-square-foot threestory elementary building
with new furnishings and
technology.
It would also allow us to

conditions
improve
across the district by
adding new classrooms,
replacing mechanical systems to provide air conditioning in instructional
areas, upgrading electrical service, replacing exwindows,
and
terior
remodeling restrooms.
Finally, the bond would
beneﬁt the entire community by allowing for the expansion of the community
center to include a new ﬁtness center and multi-purpose room that will be
open to local residents.
We know and understand a concern for many
is cost, especially as
COVID-19 continues to
have a harsh economic
impact. As a result, the
district has developed a
bond proposal that seeks
to minimize the ﬁnancial
impact on our community.
The proposed bond is 7
mills or $7 per $1,000
dollars of a property’s taxable value. For an average
home with a property
value of $50,000, the tax
increase would be about
$175 or lower per year –
or less than $15 per
month.
Offering seven Advanced
Placement
courses, dual enrollment,
wide-ranging English language learner support,

and vast extracurricular
activities, including a nationally-ranked DECA program, Hamtramck Public
Schools is committed to
investing in student success.
We are also committed
to ensuring students and
staff feel safe and comfortable in their learning
environment. The bond
proposal on August 4
would do just that.
We are sure our residents have questions regarding
the
bond
proposal. We welcome
any and all questions, and
would encourage those
seeking additional infor-

Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program
for Hamtramck Residents
y
and Surrounding Areas
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T
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SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY
FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

FMIC
Food Ministries in
Collaboration
To make a tax deductible
donation send to:
Harp of God Ministry
FMIC
P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202
P.S. Send copy to friends

most out of Bridge cards
and, according to a press
release, “make the most
of the food you have.”
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the
workshop will be held online.
To register for the presentation, email Rachel
Bessire at:
rbessire@emich.edu before June 30.
The online Zoom workshop will be held on Aug.
5, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Food budgeting
Many of Hamtramck’s
public school families
struggle ﬁnancially. Unfortunately, that makes food
purchasing
decisions
tricky – at best.
And that’s why the good
folks at Michigan State
University and Eastern
Michigan University have
teamed up to present a
food budgeting and meal
planning workshop.
Tori Sampson will talk
about how to get the

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

por

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

mation to reach out to us
to discuss this further.
With the future of our
community’s children on
the line, it’s critical to ensure that there is no confusion surrounding the
reasons behind the bond
proposal.
To register to vote, to
obtain an absentee ballot,
or to view your sample
ballot, visit:
https://www.michigan.g
ov/sos/0,4670,7-1271633_8716_8726_4766
9---,00.html.
Jaleelah Ahmed is Superintendent of Hamtramck Public Schools.

HUD Certified

John Ulaj
Commercial Broker/Owner

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

A HUD
Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist
Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates
Sell your
home
for Top
Dollar!
Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an ad
today.

3433 Yemans

2922 Carpenter

Single Family $199,900
incredible brick home
located directly across
from Zussman park and
City Hall.

Commercial Property
$274,900
Commercial building
with endless business
opportunities.

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

3885 Evaline
$119,900
4 Beds, 2 Baths, OPEN HOUSE
MONDAY, July 27 1pm-3pm. 0.7
Acres. Great ﬂoor plan features Living
room, Dining room, two bedrooms,
kitchen and bath on main ﬂoor.

leanneconger@gmail.com

(313) 874-2100
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

CONDO
FOR RENT

All beautifully remodeled,
1 bedroom, first floor,
$600/mo. + security deposit, utilities not included, 313-590-1000.

Beautiful condo in Warren,
1100 sq. ft., 1 large master
BR, living rm., dining rm., 1
½ bath, laundry rm.
w/washer + dryer, must be
employed with good references, security deposit
req., 313-268-5137. 7/17

8/7

Hamtramck upper flat, 1
BR, stove, refrigerator,
water included, no pets,
$450/mo. +security deposit. 586-480-6020. 7/31
ROOM
FOR RENT

Hamtramck, room for
rent, utilities, internet,
cable included, 313-4349759. 8/13
HOUSE
FOR RENT

3869 Fredro, single family, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

Phone (313) 874-2100

COMMERCIAL BLDG
APT. FLAT FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., living rm., kitchen, 586-6342502.

HELP
WANTED

Seeking women or men
for waitress and waiter position, full or part time,
flexible hours, steady job
position, apply at Polonia
Restaurant, 2934 Yemans, Hamtramck 313873-8432. 7/10
Hamtramck, 2 apartment
flat, Top floor: 6 bedrooms, full bath, kitchen.
First floor: 2 bedroom, full
bathroom, kitchen. Both
floors: all new floors, roof,
windows, furnace, brick,
All new mechanical, basement. Asking $300,000,
586-295-9485. 8/7

3 BR downstairs, 2 BR upstairs, 2 car garage. For
more information, call
586-668-7865. 8/14

13446 Dwyer, single family, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-8186542, 248-818-8378.
12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

7

Home repair handyman
with tools, Auto bump &
paint with tools, 313-9191241. 7/17
LOST
PASSPORT

Lost passport. If found,
please call Mohammed
313-455Almesbahi,
1601. 7/24

Deadline for
classifieds for next
week is Thursday
at Noon

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers July 14-20.

Wednesday, July 15
No incident report was
available for this date.

Tuesday, July 14
• A resident in the
2200 block of Danforth
St. reported a break-in.
• A Dyar St. resident reported that someone
damaged their vehicle.
• A resident was arrested for a domestic assault that occurred in the
area of Trowbridge and
Jos. Campau.
• A resident was arrested for a domestic assault that occurred in the
area of Gallagher and Carpenter.
• A resident in the
1900 block of Yemans St.
reported that someone
damaged their window.
• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the area of Conant and Caniff for fraud.
• At 10:45 p.m., a
driver ﬂed from ofﬁcers.
The vehicle was recovered in Detroit. The suspect had by then ﬂed on
foot.

Thursday, July 16
• A resident in the
3500 block of Caniff Ave.
reported that items were
stolen from their residence.
• At 2 a.m., a suspicious incident in the area
of Hewitt and Jos. Campau was reported.
• A resident in the
2300 block of Edwin St.
reported that their trash
can was stolen.
• A resident was arrested for an assault that
happened in the area of
Klinger and Casmere.

(313) 874-2100

Friday, July 17
• A resident reported
being sexually assaulted
while in the 5200 block of
Belmont St.
• A hit-and-run accident
occurred in the area of
Denton and Jos. Campau.
• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Caniff and
Lumpkin.
• At about 9:30 p.m., a
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Celebrating
52 Years of
Service!

Financing Available
• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

PAINTING

★ Fast Same Day Service ★
Oﬀ Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

313-365-4913

89

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Drain
Cleaning

$

$

150 1075
Upgrades extra

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

— FREE ESTIMATES —

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

POWDER COATING

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
12/31/20

FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

Starting at

Starting at

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

586-838-7598

248-835-3352

Ask for Frank

Freon Recharge
Furnace & Boilers, Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Located in Hamtramck

$

Owner

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

10% Discount

Repairs, Cleaning &
Freon Extra

Curtis Gibbs

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Air Conditioning

A/C Start-Up
Inspections

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Let Our
Service
Directory
Do the Work
For You!
Call Dave
(313)
874-2100
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Continued from page 7
resident was assaulted in
the 3200 block of Yemans St.

Phone (313) 874-2100

Friday, July 24, 2020

• A resident was arrested for possessing narcotics and for various
misdemeanor crimes.

Saturday, July 18
• At 2:30 a.m., a Norwalk St. resident reported
being the victim of domestic violence.

Monday, July 20
• A vehicle was stolen
from a gas station in the
10300 block of Conant
Ave.
• A resident on Dyar St.
reported that an unknown
person was in their residence. Ofﬁcers searched
the residence but did not
ﬁnd anyone inside.
• A resident reported
being the victim of fraud.

Sunday, July 19
• A resident was taken
to Detroit Receiving Hospital after suffering an
overdose.
• At almost 2 a.m., a
suspect broke a window
at a care facility on Conant Ave. and then ﬂed.

Quick Hits

Manager, passed this on
from the State of Michigan guidelines and best
practices when in public
spaces.
“We can only contain
the virus and keep Michigan open if everyone
stays careful and masks
up every time they leave
home, whether they feel
sick or not. Michiganders
are required to wear a
face covering every time
they leave their home or
place of residence including:
1. In any indoor public
space.
2. In outdoor spaces
where 6 feet of distancing
is not possible.”
Any questions? Call
Iseri at (313) 800-5215.

Continued front page
There is only one exception: Pawn shops are excluded.
Here are the requirements:
• The goods being displayed on the sidewalk do
not pose a risk to the environment, or the public’s
health and welfare.
• The goods are only
displayed directly in front
of the business to which
they belong.
• There is an unobstructed 48-inch pathway
for pedestrians.
Alex Iseri, Hamtramck’s
Community & Economic
Development and DDA
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