“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

(313) 871-1115

Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

$ 00
$ 99
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anytime, anywhere.

GENERICS

Introducing

My T Health Plus

30-DAY SUPPLY*

GENERICS

90-DAY SUPPLY*
Over 500 drugs available.

Unlimited calls to a doctor,
for you and your family.

$

See www.sav-mor.com for details.

1499

/mo.

www.MTHealthplus.com
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Quick Hits

Hamtramck 31st District Court Judge Alexis Krot

Court amnesty
extended
By Alan Madlane
The 31st District Court
here in Hamtramck has
extended its amnesty
program through Aug. 31.
This means that anyone who has an unsettled ﬁnancial obligation to
the court can come in on
or before that date, and
settle up without being
responsible for the default fees, late penalty
fees, or in some cases
even the warrant or show
cause fees, if the original
debt is paid in full.
This seems like a winwin: the court gets an infusion of needed monies,
and the people get to
save on what can often
be fees that eclipse the
original cost of the infraction. It also helps to clear
up a lot of open ﬁles for
Continued on page 6

District officials are finalizing
plans for the new school year
By Charles Sercombe
This fall’s return to
school will look pretty
much like last spring: For
the most part students
will be learning from
home.
Recently, the school
board held a Zoom meeting to discuss how to go
forward with this school
year, with the coronavirus
pandemic still surging
across the country.
While the plan is still a
work in motion, and details will be provided
sometime in August, the

district is planning a hybrid of remote virtual
learning, and offer in-person support for students.
The recreation center
will remain closed.
Fall sports will be
taking place.
You can read the full report from Superintendent
Jaleelah Ahmed on the
plan to begin the school
year on page 5.
At the Zoom meeting,
teachers were especially
adamant about not returning to classroom learning.
Continued on page 2

Heads up, Hamtramck: new
dreams, bold ideas wanted
By Walter Wasacz
Some years ago, for an-

other publication I had the
pleasure of interviewing

Students won’t be going to classes this fall in the public
schools. Instead, students will be learning from home, but
for those with special needs, or resources, the school
buildings will be open. File photo

Tony Goldman, a New York
developer who had some
interest in applying his
proven to work strategies
to Detroit redevelopment
projects.
What were those strategies that worked? Namely,
incentives for creatives to
move
to
Detroit
–
“100,000 artists” was the
direct quote -- remaking
the city with “art and

food.” That was also a direct quote. A grand, at
once simple, idea.
What are some of Goldman’s credits using similar
strategies?
In the 1960s and
1970s, his art and food
concepts helped revitalize
Manhattan’s then deteriorating Upper West Side; in
the 1980s, his developContinued on page 6

Clock is
ticking for
election day
By Charles Sercombe
Next Tuesday (Aug. 4) is
election day in Hamtramck, as it is across the
state.
The most prominent
issue in Hamtramck is
the school bond proposal,
which will ask voters to
approve a 30-year bond
that would increase the
property millage rate by 7
mills.
That millage will generate $35 million, and it will
allow the district to perform a lengthy list of repairs and updates to
school buildings.
The bond will also,
most notably, allow the
district to build a threestory school building.
As one would expect,
the bond proposal has
spurred a spirited discussion – mostly on social
media -- between supporters and opponents.
The election also features some local candidates seeking ofﬁce.
The race receiving the
closest scrutiny is the
Continued on page 2
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Vote Yes on Aug. 4th for the school BOND proposal

Clock is ticking for election day
Continued from front page

state representative position in the 4th district,
which became vacant
when State Rep. Isaac
Robinson died in mid-term
of COVID-19.
The district includes
Hamtramck.
There are actually two
elections for this seat:
one to ﬁll out Robinson’s
term until the end of the
year, and the other for a
new two-year full term.
Local candidates include Michelle Oberholtzer, Shahab Ahmed
and Abraham Aiyash.
Here is the list of candidates running for the partial and full term:
Partial term
Shahab Ahmed (D),

May You Have a Happy & Blessed

Showkat Chowdhury
Hamtramck School Board

TonyaMyersPhillips.com

Over 27 years of faithfully serving the community

■ Part of a legal team to settle a case and force a clean up environmental
health hazard at an elementary school
■ Fought banks and saved hundreds of elders, children, and families
from mortgage foreclosure
■ Successfully worked to change state tax foreclosure law to allow 5 years
payment plans so thousands can keep their homes
■ Negotiated community benefits agreements for neighborhood groups to
secure housing, jobs, and greens space for neighbors
■ Leader in a "Right To Counsel" movement to provide low-income persons
facing eviction with an attorney free of charge
■ Led Michigan's 1st Community Court to help nonviolent offenders provide
perform community service + treatment rather than jail & high fines
■ Successfully worked with allies to stop evictions and utility shutoff during
COVID-19 state of emergency

“You can
count on
me to fight
for you”
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Tonya
Phillips P.O. Box 6834, Detroit, MI 48202

9115 Conant, Hamtramck
Abraham Aiyash (D),
5000 Yemans, Hamtramck
Anthony Ali (D), 658
Lawrence, Detroit
Christopher L. Collins
(D), 2256 Leland, Detroit
DeLorean Holmes (D),
7359 Kipling, Detroit
Michele Oberholtzer (D),
2694 Trowbridge, Hamtramck
Tonya Myers Phillips (D),
830 Blaine, Detroit
Gregory Reyner (D),
1181 Atkinson, Detroit
Abraham Shaw (D),
10254 Gratiot, Detroit
Tawanna Simpson (D),
1500 Atkinson, Detroit
Sigmunt John Szczepkowski, Jr. (D), 13205
Charest, Detroit
Full term
Shahab Ahmed (D),
9115 Conant, Hamtramck
Abraham Aiyash (D),
5000 Yemans, Hamtramck
Anthony Ali (D), 658
Lawrence, Detroit
Christopher L. Collins
(D), 2256 Leland, Detroit
DeLorean Holmes (D),
7359 Kipling, Detroit
Frazier K. Kimpson (D),
4106 Aretha, Detroit
Michele Oberholtzer (D),
2694 Trowbridge, Hamtramck
Tonya Myers Phillips (D),
830 Blaine, Detroit
Gregory Reyner (D),
1181 Atkinson, Detroit
Abraham Shaw (D),
10254 Gratiot, Detroit
Tawanna Simpson (D),
1500 Atkinson, Detroit
Sigmunt John Szczepkowski, Jr. (D), 13205
Charest, Detroit
Howard Wheathington
(R), 948 Chicago, Detroit
Since the district votes
heavily in favor of Democ-

rats, who ever wins this
runoff will likely go on to
win the seat in the November election.
Another local candidate
is seeking to move up the
political ladder. Hamtramck City Councilmember Mohammed Hassan
wants to leave his seat on
council and become the
next Wayne County Commissioner for the district
that includes Hamtramck.
He has a formidable op-

ponent – current Commissioner Martha Scott, who
has held several political
ofﬁces since the 1970s.
She has repeatedly
beaten back challengers
in her long career in politics, and has shown no
sign of slowing down now
that she is in her 70s.
If you haven’t registered
to vote, there is still time
to do so, even on election
day.

District officials are
finalizing plans for the
new school year
Continued from front page
“Classrooms are not
safe to return to,” said art
teacher Emily Finan.
Another
teacher
stressed that “the risks
outweigh the beneﬁts at
this point.”
Superintendent Jaleelah Ahmed noted that the
district has a number of
things working against
going back to teaching
full-time in classrooms.
The biggest vulnerability

is that 48 percent of the
district’s families are lowincome, which has proved
to make them more at
high-risk for contacting
the virus.
“One life lost is too
many,” Ahmed said.
While buildings will be
open for students, Ahmed
said she will take extra
steps to make sure the
surfaces are sanitized.

This week at the library...

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza
A HUD High
Performer

• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

NEW BOOKS
• Too Much and
Never Enough by Mary
L. Trump
• A Good American
Family:
by David
Maraniss
• Broke: Hardship
and Resilience in a
City of Broken Promises
By Jodie Adams Kirshner
• The World According to Fannie Davis:
My Mother’s Life in
the Detroit Numbers
by Bridget M. Davis
• Chancing It: The
Laws of Chance How
They Can Work for You
by Robert Matthews
• Pew by Catherine
Lacey
• The Kindness of

send us an e-mail with
the document attached to hamtramcklibrar y@gmail.com.
Please call us ﬁrst at
313-733-6822 to let
us know the document is on its way. We
will print it and give it
to you at the front
door.
FREE USED BOOKS
The library will continue to serve the AND POLISH- LANpublic with curbside GUAGE BOOKS AND
service until August DVDs WILL BE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC
11.
Curbside service in- AT THE FRONT DOOR
cludes printing, faxing, FROM 11 AM to 3
scanning, and copy- PM (Donations $$
ing. We will take your will gladly be acdocuments at the cepted!)
We are not acceptfront door and then reing any book or magaturn them to you.
If you wish to print zine donations at this
something,
please time.
Strangers: How a Selfish Ape Invented a
New Moral Code
By Michael McCullough
• Sport: Ship Dog of
the Great Lakes
By Pamela Cameron
Illustrated by Renée
Graef

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website
at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you
can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.
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Take a look at your Hamtramck Secretary of State urges AV ballots
to be hand-delivered
August Primary ballot
By Charles Sercombe
issued, and 1,504 have primary election will eclipse
If you are planning to vote this coming Tuesday and are wondering what’s on the
Hamtramck ballot, here it is:

As most of us have noticed, mail delivery has
slowed down since the
pandemic
coronavirus
broke out.
That’s because a number
of US postal workers have
been affected by the virus,
and the workload is being
shouldered by fewer employees.
With that in mind, Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson is urging
anyone voting by absentee
ballot (AV), who has not returned it yet, to drop it off
at their city clerk’s ofﬁce instead of mailing it.
In Hamtramck, the city
clerk’s ofﬁce is in city hall,
where there is also an outdoor drop-off box located
across from the front doors
of the building.
The city clerk’s ofﬁce will
be open this Saturday
(Aug. 1) from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. You can use the drop
box anytime.
Absentee ballots must
be received by the city clerk
by the end of the election
next Tuesday (Aug. 4).
So far, there have been
close to 2 million absentee
ballots issued statewide.
More than 900,000 have
been returned.
In Hamtramck, 3,566 absentee ballots have been

been returned.
By those numbers alone,
voter participation for this

the one held in 2018, when
3,540 voters turned out.

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us
Sunday Service is now being held
Face coverings will be mandatory
Hand sanitizer will be on site
You will be seated with 6 foot social distancing

A complete list of safety guidelines
will be provided

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

August 2 – Sunday Mass at 9:00 am
August 8 – Soup Kitchen
(for Take-out only) 2-4 pm

Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Hamtramck Review

4

Coming events
FRIDAY, Aug. 7, dusk – The Hamtramck Recreation Commission will host “Movie in the Park” at
Pulaski Park (9625 Lumpkin). The movie will be
“Pokémon Detective Pikachu.” Social distancing
will be enforced. Bring your own chair or blanket.
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There’s a new look and business
hours at Maine Street
By Alan Madlane
It’s belaboring the obvious to say that, since the
onset of the worldwide
coronavirus pandemic, a
lot of things in life are quite
a bit different now.
But in a few rare cases,
those differences can
prove to be for the better.
Such as over at the wellknown
Jos.
Campau
restaurant Maine Street.
Rising from the ashes of
a long-gone Applebee’s,
Maine Street started out
20-plus years ago as your
basic coney island, with a
little more ﬂair and a decidedly more expansive menu
than most of its ilk.

ticeably brightens the
place up.
They’ve painted as well.
The smaller area on the
south side of the building,
in
particular, looks quite a
Detroit Friendship House
bit
more modern and
clothes closet is now
streamlined.
open to the public
Co-owner Mario Lulgjuraj
Free clothes for men,
mentioned some new additions to the menu. Now
women, children
available are both halal
and babies.
beef
and chicken, in a nod
Summer hours:
Check out the new look – and offerings -- at Maine
Tuesday
to the city’s changing deStreet Restaurant on Jos. Campau Ave.
3:30 PM- 4:30 PM
mographics.
Thursday
time,
they
upgraded
In
shutdown
coronoavirus
They also have put a
2:00 PM- 4:00 PM
even further, adding a time to remodel the eatery beef shish kabob on the
Saturday
9:00AM- 11:00 AM
liquor license and a full into a more sophisticated menu.
For health and safety, you must wear a mask,
bar.
version of its old self.
Note that their hours
sanitize your hands at the door. Only one
Now they’ve taken it to
For one, there’s all-new have shifted signiﬁcantly
person is allowed in the closet at a time.
9540 Conant • Hamtramck 313-871-7443
another level, using the ﬂooring throughout. It no- since reopening: starting
each day at 6 a.m., they
now close at 4 p.m. They
are also still closed on
Sundays.
“We’re trying it,” said Lulgjuraj.
And so far, it’s doing all
right, since they also offer
carryout, curbside pickup,
and even limited delivery
options while they’re open,
and that business is
booming just about everywhere.
Add to that the fact that
you can also opt to dine
outside, “al fresco” (assuming you can stand the
summer heat), and that
you can get breakfast
served any time of day, and
there are plenty of ways to
satisfy Hamtramck-level
hunger here.
'
'
Just don’t forget to look
up from that plateful of
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
good food to notice what
they’ve done with the
'
'
' '
' ' '
' place.
'
'
'
'
'
'Maine Street is located
at 11650
Jos. Campau
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Call
ahead
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or
delivery:
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
School bond proposal
deserves a consideration
Much has been discussed on social media
about next Tuesday’s
public school bond proposal.
The district is seeking
voter approval of a bond
that will raise $35 million. The cost to homeowners will be an
additional seven mills
tacked onto to their property taxes for the next 30
years.
The district has an ambitious plan to modernize
our aging school buildings, construct a brandnew three-story school,
and expand the recreation department’s ﬁtness building – just
some of the many plans
that the bond would
fund.
Obviously, there has
been pushback from
some in the community

who question the need
and the scope of the
project and, of course,
the cost to homeowners.
It also doesn’t help
that we are in the midst
of a pandemic, and national recession, and
massive unemployment.
On the other hand, is
there ever a good time to
ask voters to dig deep
into their wallets?
The furor is understandable: this is truly a
lousy time to ask voters
to pass a bond issue.
But by investing in our
public schools, we are
likewise investing in the
city’s future. Having a
strong district pays off by
an increase in home values.
Depending on the
value of your house, the
bond will cost an additional $400 to $800 a

year.
At $800 a year, you’re
looking at $66 a month.
We think that’s a small
price to pay to ensure
that we have a strong
school district.
Yet, we can’t emphasize enough that many
folks are hurting ﬁnancially. We can feel their
pain.
So, the least we can
ask voters to do is approach this proposal with
an open mind. Take
some time to weigh your
decision.
More importantly, get
out and vote next Tuesday (Aug. 4), because
there are some key positions that will be decided
by Tuesday’s vote.
And remember, too, we
are Hamtramckans, and
we all have a stake in
this community.

Letters • Letters

Can Hamtramck afford public
safety as it is today?
After many a long years,
the residents of Hamtramck will have a chance
to directly weigh in on the
shape and scope of public safety in the city.
It’s been a long time
coming.
The question at hand
goes well beyond whether
merging the police and
ﬁre department into a
public safety department
that would be led by Max
Garbarino, as some insist, is a good idea.
The question that will
be before voters in November is about the nature and scope of public
safety in a time of overstressed city budgets,
while exceeding the expectations of residents.
If we look at the question from 20,000 feet,
does it make economic
sense that every township, village, and city have
its own police and ﬁre department? Does system
redundancy and decentralized control really work
for residents, and if it
does not, then who does
it beneﬁt?
On the local level, does
having both a police and a

ﬁre chief make sense?
Should the council’s control of the two be limited
by the charter, or should
the people's elected representatives be enabled
to operate these departments based on the
needs of the community?
The
bureaucrats,
whether they are city or
union ofﬁcials, claim that
because they are freed of
political consideration,
and that, as professionals, they are better positioned to make decisions
for the city. All they ask
for is a few more tax dollars added to your property tax bill and everything
will be A-Okay.
There is absolutely no
reason why the people
you have elected, once
they are unshackled, cannot make reasonable and
rational decisions.
Obviously, the majority
of voters felt this way, or
they wouldn’t have voted
for someone else. At
some point, one must
come to trust the elected
leaders. That does not
mean you have to agree,
but you do have to willing
say that voters have

made their choice.
Police and ﬁre departments, ultimately, are
identity pieces. In the
metro Detroit area, they
are used as a reason for
a community to exist.
Hamtramck does not
need a public safety area
as a reason to exist.
Hamtramck has a rich history that embeds itself in
the nation’s history. People will continue to be
drawn to the city regardless of who and how police and ﬁre services are
provided.
In November, voters will
decide whether paying
more taxes will ﬁx problems with ﬁnancing these
departments or they will
give the council, which
has ﬁscal responsibility,
the ability to provide quality ﬁre and police services
which incorporate reforms
that ﬁnally represents the
diversity of the city and respects the rights of all
persons.
Scott Klein
(Editor’s note: Mr. Klein
is a former Hamtramck
City Councilmember.)

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-365-9600

Breaking news… We
will have more on this
next week, but if a charter
proposal is OK’d by the
state, voters will be faced
with a controversial decision in the November
election.
On Tuesday, the council
approved a proposal for
voters to decide whether
to abolish the police and
ﬁre departments, and
allow the city council to
decide how to provide
those public safety services.
As you can imagine,
there has already been a
huge pushback from residents on social media.
The
proposal
was
brought forward by Councilmembers Mohammed
Hassan and Fadel Al-Marsoumi, who say it’s a way
to save money.
Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski had plenty to
say in opposition to the
proposal. She and Councilmember Ian Perrotta
voted against putting the
matter forward to voters.
This is going to be one
hot political potato.
Correction… A few
weeks ago, we incorrectly
reported that the good
folks at Gleaners would
be distributing free food
on Mondays through Au-

gust.
Not quite.
It’s every other Monday
at the Hamtramck Town
Center shopping strip (located at Jos. Campau and
Holbrook).
Food boxes will be provided, and distribution will
take place on Aug. 10 and
24 and Sept. 21. They are
skipping Labor Day. The
d-----istribution starts at 9
a.m. and goes to noon.
Another food distribution is at the Hamtramck
Housing Commission (at
12025 Dequindre St.) -- a
long-term partner of
Gleaners – who will be offering lunch to kids in
need, Monday through Friday, from 1 to 1:30 p.m.
until Aug. 31.
Friendship House, located here in Hamtramck
on Conant Ave., is an
agency partner of Gleaners that supports the
emergency grocery distribution in the Hamtramck
Town Center shopping
strip.
Calling all seniors…
The city is seeking to create a Senior Citizen Advisory Commission. The
commission will consist
of nine members. Candidates must be at least 55
years old.
Those interested can

contact Max Garbarino by
email at mgarbarino@hamtramckcity.com or by calling
(313) 800-5203.
Virus update… Well,
this doesn’t surprise us.
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is
now limiting gatherings of
people at inside places to
10 or less, and outdoor
gatherings to no more
than 100.
That’s the latest executive order from this week.
She is taking these steps
because of a spike in
COVID-19 cases that have
come from gatherings of
people.
One of the most notable
cases is a bar in Lansing
where health ofﬁcials say
187 people contacted the
virus.
Whitmer is also shutting
down indoor bar service
at any establishment that
earns 70 percent or more
of their earnings from alcohol sales.
Bars with patios can
still operate outside service.
If the virus doesn’t start
to ﬂatten, there is talk of
more action. So, folks, behave and wear a mask
when out in the public,
and limit your contact with
others.
Otherwise we’re going
to end up back in a quarantine.

Other Voices: Guest Editorial
Schools Superintendent:
A roadmap back to schooling
By Jaleelah Ahmed
Dear students, families,
and community members:
I hope you are enjoying
another beautiful Michigan
summer. As our partner in
your child’s education, I
wanted to send an update
on our ongoing back-toschool preparations.
I know that many of our
students and families
would like to know what
the plans for the fall of
2020 will look like so I will
share what we have so
far. We can’t thank you
enough for your patience
as we work to ﬁnalize the
plans.
As you know, this is not
a rushed process. We
want to take our time and
make sure that we are
making decisions of the
highest quality to ensure
safety for our students and
staff.
In the beginning of June
stakeholders in the district
met in the Budget Task
Force Committee and the
Restart Task Force Committee. While these stake-

holders met, I was selected by the Michigan Department of Education to
serve in the state level
Urban Task Force.
Later in the month, on
June 30th Governor Whiter
introduced the MI Safe
Schools- MI’s 2020-21 Return
to
school
Roadmap. The districts
are required to make 3
plans depending on the
phase we are in. Currently,
we are in Phase 4.
Plan 1- is for phases 1-3,
all schools will be remote
learning due to high risk.
Plan 2- is for phase 4
and schools have the option to have remote learning or face to face due to
the medium risk.
Plan 3- is for phase 5
and 6 during the low risk.
In July we decided to join
both the Budget task force
and the Restart task force
and continued to work towards the development of
the plans with the guidelines from the roadmap.
Taking much into consideration the data on the
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health of racial and ethnic
minority groups and vulnerable populations, the data
indicates that there are
disparities of illness and
death among racial and
ethnic minority groups. It
is critical to focus on Michigan’s overall population
that are vulnerable to
COVID-19:
• 19.9% students who
are African American
• 13.3% students with
disabilities
• 48.7% students who
are economically disadvantaged
• 6.2 % students who
are English language learners
This is concerning for our
district considering we
have a large student population of students who are
economically disadvantaged, and other subgroups that fall into this
vulnerability.
While the Roadmaps
gives districts ﬂexibility in
what is required, strongly
recommended, and recomContinued on page 8
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Heads up, Hamtramck: new dreams, bold ideas wanted
Continued from front page
ment aesthetic helped reshape and rebrand the
downtown NYC neighborhood south of Houston
Street (SoHo); and in the
1990s Goldman’s gaze
turned to Florida, where his
company began buying and
rehabbing buildings in
Miami’s South Beach,
bringing a once showy
turned shabby 1930s’ Art
Deco district back to life.
Sadly, Goldman died before he could implement
his vision in Detroit.
So what, you may well
ask, does this story have
to do with Hamtramck?
Goldman's overall plan
was to reinvent Detroit as

Quick Hits
Continued front page
the court as well, another
bonus.
If you’re wondering how
much you owe, or what (or
if) you’re going to save, you
can either send an email to
info@31stdistrictcourt.net,
or else call them at (313)
800-5248.
Note that you cannot
make the payment in person, so paying cash is not
an option; nor is writing a

'the capital of the avantgarde, the experimental,'
not by throwing money at
it, not with stadiums, but
with art, food, urban farms,
and green spaces for walking, cycling or simply idling
the day away.
Also: with thoughtful intention giving away properties to creative doers and
makers (the idea is a not a
new one: the properties
must be brought up to
code and on the tax rolls
within
a
reasonable
amount of time, say, 5-10
years).
Why not take a page
from this never written Detroit book and do somepersonal check.
You can either get a
money order – think: the
post ofﬁce, CVS, or elsewhere – or a certiﬁed check
– think: your bank; these
can then be mailed (you
might want to certify it) or
put in the drive-up drop box
in Zussman Park right opposite City Hall’s front
doors.
Another option would be
to pay by credit or debit
card over the phone, or
through the website using
their online payment system.

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.

RILY
Prices Starting at TSenior
EMPO
& RA
CLOSED
Veterans
ip Surgery
$Due to Discounts
H

10

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Colorful murals and expressive signage reinforce safety
and inclusivity in a west side Cleveland neighborhood with
a similar history to Hamtramck's.

thing similar in Hamtramck? This community is
already stuffed with the
kind of existing assets and
potential for growth that
would likely make most forward-thinking urban planners and developers want
to leap into action.
I was in Cleveland last
week on a short tour with
Don Lenz, a prominent
Ohio planning and development consultant who has
written neighborhood revitalization grants that total
in the millions of dollars.
We spent a few hours
walking in Gordon Square
in the city's Detroit Shoreway neighborhood. That
neighborhood, Lenz said,
was in dire straits when a
plan to rebrand it as an
arts district was drawn up
in the late-1990s.
The neighborhood history is uncannily like Hamtramck's:
humble
beginnings about 100
years ago as a landing
for
immigrants,
spot
mostly from Eastern Europe. Outbound migration
to suburban communities,
much like patterns seen in
Detroit and Hamtramck,
marked the second half of
the 20th century.
But established material
assets like movie theaters
and social halls were seen
as anchors for smart
urban redevelopment projects. A renovated arcade
built in 1921 is a centerpiece.
The Cleveland Public
Theatre is in the district,
as is the Capitol Theatre
screening indie and classic ﬁlms, the Near West
Theatre for live musical
performances and Maelstrom Collaborative Arts
for more experimental
fare.
Gordon Square is peppered with restaurants,
bars and cafes, salons
and boutiques selling
everything from books and
records to trendy interior
design knick-knacks to
edgy leather gear and
other wearables.
Flags of social unity and

positive-change activism
are strewn about the district, making it welcoming
to all that live or visit
there.
The neighborhood also
participates in the Safe
Routes to School movement, which focuses on
creating, encouraging and
sustaining safe walking
and biking by kids to
school.
Cleveland, it turns out,
has it together, converting
collaborative relationships
into grassroots entrepreneurship success stories.
Behind the effort: the
Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organization (DSCDO) and the
Gordon Square Arts District-Cleveland ImproveCorporation
ment
(GSAD-CIC), a 501c3 nonproﬁt.
There are maps of the
district published online
and at a glass-encased
sign on Detroit Avenue,
where most of the commercial activity is concentrated.
We can make an effective argument for Hamtramck, in its 2-square mile
entirety, being an arts district, or a creative industries
district,
where
welcoming and hospitality,
diversity and inclusivity
could be the backbone of
the local economy.
All the ingredients are
here, disparate may they
be.
There is affordable, and
good, food, led largely by a
host of cooks and servers
from Europe, the Middle
East, South and East Asia.
Markets with fresh produce, meats and ﬁsh,
grains and spices, abound;
as do espresso and other
coffee drinks, at Oloman
Cafe (also an art gallery,
curated by owner Zlatan
Sadikovic, a photographer
trained in Bosnia), Cafe
1923 and Delite Cafe.
Hamtramck still rocks, by
all accounts (before Covid19, and hopefully, after),
with cool music program-

ming (for which it has been
widely known since the
1970s). Planet Ant Theatre has carved out institution-like status while
remaining relevant since
the early-1990s. It is one
of the city's clear cultural
assets, an anchor and a
connector.
The Film Lab is a model
of hybrid expression: a
screening room -- a microcinema, to be precise -with live introductions by
co-founder Josh Gardner,
and a swank bar with cocktails named for great directors in ﬁlm history. It is
another anchor.
The long-delayed Joe
Louis Greenway, a bicycle
trail earmarked for construction on Jos. Campau - except the stretch
between Holbrook and
Caniff, where the trail reportedly will shift to the
west alley of the city's
main business strip -- is
yet another.
There is talk of murals to
line the alley section of the
trail (there is one already
created on the back of a
building between Evaline
and Edwin streets).
The entire city is walkable, a living example of the
“15-minute' neighborhood
theory, the subject of a recent Bloomberg CityLab
story, ‘whereby residents’
shopping, work, recreational and cultural needs
are no more than a short
walk or bike ride from
home.”
Put it into practice, the
article suggests a faster
way back to economic
health once the pandemic
eases its grip.
What Hamtramck could

From the
Superintendent
In her latest Facebook
message to the district,
Superintendent Jaleelah
Ahmed had this to say
about the coming school
year:
“Hamtramck
Public
Schools will provide a remote learning platform for
the fall of 2020. While
this is a work in progress,
we wanted to inform the
families of our plans.
“We understand that we
have students with IEPs,
newcomer students, students that require various
types of supports and
with that understanding
we will have our school

DiamondRealty and Associates
Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program
for Hamtramck Residents
y
and Surrounding Areas
aril
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p
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Bring proof of income, and picture ID
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T
d
8625
Jos. Campau
e
s
o
Cl 11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

Sell your
home
for Top
Dollar!
Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker
Multi-Million Dollar Producer

use is a reality check. Look
into the mirror and see itself for what it is: a small,
vibrant city driven by multiple, mostly raw, disconnected energies. And
authentically human and
real to boot.
That's a good thing,
make no mistake. But it
needs a more focused vision, a reimagination of
the near-future, a bold but
coherent plan, badly.
What will it be in less
than two years, when it celebrates 100 years since
the original charter was
written in 1922 (Hamtramck was a village before that, and a township
even before that, founded
in 1798)?
How about in ﬁve years?
Or 10?
Dreaming of possible futures is part of planning
and developing cities,
small or large. Ideas are
born of dreams, the best
rewarded with smart
money and productive investments that serve community life ﬁrst and
foremost.
Letts told me “cooperation and collaboration” are
essential building blocks
for many of the successful
projects he's worked on.
Adding good organization,
leadership and communication to the mix greatly
improves chances of success.
Can it happen here?
Sure, why not? Put our
heads together and dream
big. The future is out there
for us to go get.
Walter Wasacz is a Hamtramck-based writer/photographer

buildings open to provide
that support and services
for our students.
“We will have learning
labs, access to libraries,
and other means to support our students. The details of how this will look
will be shared in August.
“We will abide by the
guidelines and regulations. In addition to keeping our buildings open to
provide support for our
students and families another purpose of keeping
our buildings open is for
ventilation should we
move from one phase to
another, our buildings will
be ready to welcome our
students.”

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an ad
today.

3433 Yemans

2922 Carpenter

Single Family $199,900
incredible brick home
located directly across
from Zussman park and
City Hall.

Commercial Property
$274,900
Commercial building
with endless business
opportunities.

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

3885 Evaline
$119,900
4 Beds, 2 Baths, OPEN HOUSE
MONDAY, July 27 1pm-3pm. 0.7
Acres. Great ﬂoor plan features Living
room, Dining room, two bedrooms,
kitchen and bath on main ﬂoor.

leanneconger@gmail.com

(313) 874-2100
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

All beautifully remodeled,
1 bedroom, first floor,
$650/mo. + security deposit, utilities not included, 313-590-1000.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

By owner, Hamtramck,
3851 Holbrook, 2 family
brick house, side driveway, 2 car garage, full
basement, all new windows in both units, hardwood floors, $160,000
586-944-9591. 7/31

CONDO
FOR RENT

8/7

Hamtramck upper flat, 1
BR, stove, refrigerator,
water included, no pets,
$450/mo. +security deposit. 586-480-6020. 7/31
ROOM
FOR RENT

Hamtramck, room for
rent, utilities, internet,
cable included, 313-4349759. 8/13
FURNISHED
ROOM FOR RENT

Furnished room for rent,
utilities included, no pets,
313-290-1095. 8/7
HOUSE
FOR RENT

3869 Fredro, single family, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.
13446 Dwyer, single family, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-8186542, 248-818-8378.

Beautiful condo in Warren,
1100 sq. ft., 1 large master
BR, living rm., dining rm., 1
½ bath, laundry rm.
w/washer + dryer, must be
employed with good references, security deposit
req., 313-268-5137. 7/17
HOUSE
FOR SALE

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers July 21-27.

Hamtramck, 2 apartment
flat, Top floor: 6 bedrooms, full bath, kitchen.
First floor: 2 bedroom, full
bathroom, kitchen. Both
floors: all new floors, roof,
windows, furnace, brick,
All new mechanical, basement. Asking $300,000,
586-295-9485. 8/7

Deadline for
classifieds for
next week is
Thursday
at Noon

3 BR downstairs, 2 BR upstairs, 2 car garage. For
more information, call
586-668-7865. 8/14
Hamtramck, Nagel St., 6
rooms, full basement,
needs work, 313-4830903. 8/9

COMMERCIAL BLDG
APT. FLAT FOR SALE

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified advertisement.

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., living rm., kitchen, 586-6342502.

7

(313) 874-2100

Tuesday, July 21
• At about 11:30 p.m.,
a resident was arrested
on Botsford St. after ﬁring a gun.
• A Klinger St. resident
reported that someone
damaged her vehicle.
• A Commor St. resident reported that he
lost his passport.
• An agent for a Jos.
Campau Ave. business
reported an incident of
retail fraud.
• A resident of Warren
reported that their black
2012 Dodge Charger
was stolen from the area
of Edwin and Lumpkin.
• A resident reported
receiving harassing communications from a former friend.
Wednesday, July 22
• A Grand Haven St.
resident reported a
break-in.
• A dog was reported
to be on the loose in the

area of Fleming and Botsford. It was taken to the
Humane Society.
• A Lumpkin St. resident reported that someone threw a brick through
their dining room window.
• A Belmont St. resident reported being bitten by an animal.
• A neighbor dispute
was reported on McDougall St.
• A juvenile was reported missing from Danforth St. The child was
later recovered.
• A car was stolen in
the 10200 block of Conant Ave.
Thursday, July 23
• A resident was arrested for a domestic assault that occurred in the
9200 block of Jos. Campau Ave.
• At about 4 a.m., the
driver of a blue Ford
Focus struck two vehicles in the area of Brombach and Trowbridge. The
driver ﬂed the scene.
• A car stolen in HamContinued on page 8

Service Directory
HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Celebrating
52 Years of
Service!

Financing Available
• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

PAINTING

★ Fast Same Day Service ★
Oﬀ Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

313-365-4913

89

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Drain
Cleaning

$

$

150 1075
Upgrades extra

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

— FREE ESTIMATES —

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

POWDER COATING

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
12/31/20

FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

Starting at

Starting at

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

586-838-7598

248-835-3352

Ask for Frank

Freon Recharge
Furnace & Boilers, Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Located in Hamtramck

$

Owner

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

10% Discount

Repairs, Cleaning &
Freon Extra

Curtis Gibbs

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Air Conditioning

A/C Start-Up
Inspections

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Let Our
Service
Directory
Do the Work
For You!
Call Dave
(313)
874-2100
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Schools Superintendent: A roadmap back
to schooling Continued from page 5
Continued from page 7
tramck was recovered in
Highland Park. Another
stolen car was recovered
in Toledo.
• A resident in the
2300 block of Yemans
St. reported that someone damaged their front
door.
• A resident in the
3200 block of Lehman
St. reported that someone damaged their car.

• Ofﬁcers located a vehicle on ﬁre in the 11400
block of Mitchell St. The
ﬁre department extinguished it.
• An agent for a business on Conant Ave. reported that an employee
was assaulted.
• A Botsford St. resident was ticketed for allowing their pet to run
loose.

Friday, July 24
• At about 3 a.m., a
resident in the 12000
block of Grand Haven St.
reported that someone
broke out three windows
at their residence.
• A resident of Warren
reported that, while his
car was parked in the
3900 block of Prescott
St., someone broke into
it and stole a loaded gun.
The car was not locked.
• A resident in the
12000 block of Oklahoma St. reported that
someone broke out two
windows at their residence.
• A resident in the
3900 block of Trowbridge
St. reported that someone broke into their vehicle and stole various
items.

Sunday, July 26
• A Detroit resident
was arrested for being
wanted on a felony warrant.
• A Dyar St. resident
reported that her vehicle
was stolen.
• A Detroit resident reported being assaulted
by a family member while
at a residence on Moran
St.
Monday, July 27
• At about 1:30 a.m., a
Detroit resident was arrested, after a trafﬁc
stop, for various misdemeanor offenses.
• At a little after 4
a.m., a driver was arrested for ﬂeeing and
eluding.
• A resident reported
that she paid a contractor for a job, but the contractor never returned to
ﬁnish it. She has attempted to contact the
contractor for the past
two months.

Saturday, July 25
• A car that was involved in a police chase
was recovered in Southﬁeld.
!

mended, we felt that we
want to ensure the highest
level of safety and protection for our students and
staff and deﬁned some
things that were only
strongly recommended to
be required.
On July 21st, the Restart
Task Force Committee
shared the three plans to
the board to hear any feedback on the work in
progress plans.
Hamtramck
Public
Schools will be providing a
remote learning platform
for the fall of 2020. We
understand that we have
students with IEPs, newcomer students, students
that require various types
of supports and with that
understanding we will have
our school buildings open
to provide that support and
services for our students.
We will have learning
labs, students will have access to libraries, and other
means of supports for our
students that will be available. The details of how
this will look will be shared
in August.
We will abide by the
guidelines and regulations. The purpose of
keeping our buildings open
will support the ventilation
should we move from one
phase to another, our
buildings will be ready to
welcome our students.
We are planning to identify all students new to the
United States in less than
one academic year and

have them attend orientation sessions in August to
get supports with the technology, remote learning information and resources
to help them throughout
the year. This will be extended to other special
populations that will also
need the support.
Athletic Director, Brian
Anderson shares, “As per
the MHSAA, all fall sports
are presently planned to
begin as scheduled. Since
June 15th, the Hamtramck
athletic teams have been
training for their seasons
while following rigorous
safety and screening protocols. Hamtramck will conto
follow
all
tinue
guidelines and protocols
set forward by the MHSAA
during these constantly
changing times and will
continue to keep you updated as any new rules or
changes take place.”

Our Executive Director of
Student Achievement will
share with you when the
details of the remote learning instruction plans are ﬁnalized. I would like to
commend our students,
staff and families for your
continuous support. We
are in this together and

now more than ever we
need each other. Be safe
and enjoy the rest of your
summer break!
(Jaleelah Ahmed is the
Superintendent of the
Hamtramck Public School
District.)
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