“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic
Medications

DRUG STORES
FRD PHARMACY

9811 Conant • Hamtramck

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
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Quick Hits
Looking for something
to do in these trying
COVID times?
Let’s face it, we are all
getting bored just hanging around the house,
maybe too afraid to go
mingle anywhere indoors.
Well, here’s a reminder that the Hamtramck
Historical
Museum has reopened
to allow visitors.
Of course, proper
safety procedures are in
effect. All visitors must
wear a mask, and practice social distancing.
Although the museum
has been closed, the
good folks there have
been active in installing
new exhibits.
According to a recent
press release from the
Friends of Historical
Hamtramck, here’s the
latest update:
“A major step forward
was taken with the completion of the 'Coming
to Hamtramck' mural by
artist Dennis Orlowski.
“The ﬁnal sets of panels featuring some of
the smaller ethnic
groups who have played
a role in forming Hamtramck, such as the
Jewish community, the
Koreans, the Lebanese
and others, are highlighted.
“A proper dedication
ceremony will be held
when it is deemed entirely safe to have a
large crowd gathered
there.
“In addition, the museum has now opened
Continued on page 6

Study finds Hamtramck housing
values are still on the increase
By Alan Madlane
Well, here’s some of
the best news for the city
in quite some time.
At least, if you’re a
property owner – or,
thinking of becoming one
soon.
According to Insurify, an
insurance comparison
shopping website, has
named Hamtramck as its
top up-and-coming city for
the entire state, with regard to property values.
Congrats, Hamtramckans, that’s kind of a big
deal.
Factors driving the nation’s surprisingly robust
real estate market during
the coronavirus pandemic include some
wanting to move out of
urban centers for safetyrelated reasons, and others now working more
from home, who either
desire more workspace,
or who no longer care as
much about being close
to their jobs.

Looking to sell your house? Good news, according to a recent study, Hamtramck
house values are not only solid, they are on the increase.

Insurify’s cutoff was for
cities with a population
over 1,500. Using the
real estate website Zillow
for their research, they
created an algorithm that
consolidated several factors: Change in home values from 2010 to 2020;
monthly trends in housing value from last year

Claes Oldenburg’s Free Stamp, in a park next to
Cleveland City Hall, is an example of how public
space is underscored by public art.

$ 99
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HOURS:
Open Monday-Saturday
6am-4pm
Closed Sunday

(Provincetown, Rhode Island), relatively obscure
(Joplin, Missouri; Pigeon
Forge, Tennessee) or
truly obscure (Caldwell,
Idaho, anyone? Ludlow,
Kentucky?).
In fact, most of the
towns on this list, you’ve
likely never heard of.
Continued on page 2

Reporter’s notebook:
wandering with my
thoughts from the road
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to this one; monthly
trend in sales volumes
for last year and this; and
Zillow’s 2021 predictive
forecast.
The poll plunks
Hamtramck in the midst
of other cities both wellknown (Richmond, Virginia;
Trenton, New
Jersey), historically pricey
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By Walter Wasacz
Travel, for me, is about
lessons learned, applied
and practiced.
It’s fun, too, of course,
to experience people and
places, both familiar and

new.
Whether it’s just walking
alone around the perimeter of Hamtramck as the
sun rises above the eastern edges of the city; nav-

Continued on page 4

Lawsuit says
state agency
discriminated
By Charles Sercombe
Despite
protests
against allowing a recycling center located just
outside of Hamtramck to
handle radioactive waste,
the state cleared the way
for the company.
Protestors are still ﬁghting back.
Recently, the Great
Lakes Environmental Law
Center ﬁled a lawsuit
against the Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE) for giving the US
Ecology North facility the
go-ahead.
The facility is located
about a mile east of Hamtramck.
The law center noted
that these types of facilities are usually located
near
neighborhoods
where a large percentage
of the population consists of minorities.
According to the law
center, seven out of eight
such facilities in the state
that handle hazardous
and toxic waste are located in predominantly
minority areas.
The lawsuit seeks to
end this practice, and
“seeks not only to ensure
compliance with the federal civil rights law to
which it is bound but also
to aid EGLE in achieving
its mission of assuring
environmental justice for
all Michiganders,” the law
center said in a press release.
The law center also
pointed out that the state
agency “granted a license
alteration that allows the
facility to expand its storage capacity from 76,118
tons to 676,939 tons, a
nearly 9-fold increase. Additionally, the license enables U.S. Ecology to
Continued on page 2
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Lawsuit says state agency discriminated
Continued from front page
convert three 30,000-gallon pits for the treatment
of hazardous waste.”
People who protested
against the facility included several Hamtramck residents. Former
state
Representative
Isaac Robinson, who died
in ofﬁce from COVID-19,
had led the charge
against the facility.
resident
Hamtramck
Sharon Buttry is one of
several complainants in
the lawsuit.
“I decided to sign on as
a complainant because
cancer and asthma are
life and death matters, as
I well know in my own family. I hope that my participation will save lives in
the future, and make environmental justice a hall-

mark of our state,” Buttry
said.
She said that the state
agency ignored complaints about the location
of the facility. Buttry said
the decision to allow the
plant to operate here was
“discriminatory.”
“Michigan has the worst
possible record of any
state for allowing hazardous waste processing
in communities of color,”
Buttry said.
With this lawsuit, the
law center said it seeks
“to be one step closer to
standing side-by-side with
EGLE and state leadership in unwaveringly putting into practice a deeply
held belief that black and
brown lives do matter.”
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Study finds Hamtramck
housing values are still
on the increase
Continued from front page

Despite protests from the public a state environmental agency is allowing a nearby recycling center to
handle thousands of tons of toxic and radioactive
waste.

course,
HamOf
tramck’s had its brushes
with fame before. One
need only recall the infamous Rolling Stone Magazine article of yore,
proclaiming Hamtramck
a burgeoning hipster
heaven in the heady days
of Motor Lounge and the
world-renowned techno
music scene.
But this one feels a little more substantial,

based as it is on data
and trends. Of course,
much can happen between now and that glorious prediction coming to
fruition.
And that trend of people exiting urban areas
would seem to portend
an opposite fate, but hey.
Let’s look on the bright
side.
We could all stand a
bright side right now.

A matter of mixed signals regarding the police?
By Charles Sercombe
You could say that there

are some mixed messages coming out of city
hall about the police department.
Recently, a majority on
city council adopted a resolution to ask voters this
November to decide
whether to make a major
change in the city charter.
And that change would
be to eliminate the positions of the police and ﬁre
chiefs, as well as the police and ﬁre departments.
If voters actually approve this, it would then
be up to the city council to
ﬁgure out how to provide
those services.
But before that action
was taken, at an earlier
council meeting, a majority of a split council
adopted the following resolution:
“Supporting and recognizing the Hamtramck Police Department for their
efforts toward community
safety, suppressing crime,
increasing transparency,
increasing
community
partnerships, continued
commitment to depart-

ment training and to ofﬁcially adopt all of State of
Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s proposed police reforms.”
So ﬁrst praise the police department, and then
ask voters to eliminate it?
For those who follow city
council meetings, consistency has always remained,
let’s
say,
problematic.
There was still more to
that resolution in its second part.
Some residents raised
a concern over directing
the city manager to enter
into partnerships with
state and federal agencies.
Kit Parks said the city
should not be partnering
with some federal agencies like ICE and the DEA,
which she said are “violent and dangerous.”
Bill Meyer, of OneHamtramck, also spoke out
against the resolution,
saying that the police department has had numerous lawsuits accusing
ofﬁcers of misconduct.

“Policing is the problem,” Meyer said.
Even Councilmembers
Ian Perrotta and Andrea
Karpinski objected to giving the city manager authority to enter into
partnerships
without
council oversight.
Karpinski said the resolution is “giving up our
(council’s) power.”
Perrotta said it also is
“obtuse and tone deaf” at
a time when many in the
country are looking police
reforms, and even defunding departments.
As for partnering with
other agencies, both Police Chief Anne Moise and
City Manager Kathy Angerer said they have already been doing that.
That didn’t sit too well
with Councilmember Perrotta, who said that if
these partnerships are
being made, the council
needs to be included in
those decisions.
Despite those objections, the resolution was
passed.

This week at the library...

Hamtramck
Senior Plaza
A HUD High
Performer

• Heat & Water
Included
• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878

Hamtramck Housing Commission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck Needs
You... to spread the
word about the 2020
Census!
Pick up a lawn sign
today from the library
and remind your neighbors to be counted!
There is still time to
be counted in the
2020 Census and
help get federal funds
to make much-needed
improvements for our
community.
The library continues to serve the pub-

lic with curbside service.
Search our catalog
to ﬁnd books that interest you! Call us at
313-733-6822 to reserve books and pick
them up at the front
door from 10 am to 4
pm, Monday through
Friday.
Curbside service includes printing, faxing,
scanning, and copying. We will take your
documents at the
front door and then re-

turn them to you.
If you wish to print
something,
please
send us an e-mail with
the document attached to hamtramcklibrary@ gmail.com.
Please call us ﬁrst at
313-733-6822 to let
us know the document is on its way. We
will print it and give it
to you at the front
door.
FREE USED BOOKS
AND
POLISH-LANGUAGE BOOKS AND
DVDs WILL BE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC
AT THE FRONT DOOR
FROM 11 AM to 3 PM
(Donations $$ will
gladly be accepted!)
We are not accepting any book or magazine donations at this
time.

For more information about events at the
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website
at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you
can also access the online catalog.
The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

Friday, August 14, 2020

Hamtramck Review

Phone (313) 874-2100

3

Second Front Page
Suspect charged in Hamtramck
pharmacy robbery
By Charles Sercombe
A Clinton Twp. man is
charged with robbing
Hoover Pharmacy on Holbrook in June, in addition
to a number of other related felonies, according
to the U.S. Attorney’s Ofﬁce in Detroit.
According to a press release issued by the Department of Justice,
Marcus McBride, 27, entered the pharmacy and
waved a gun, demanding
store customers to “Get
down.”
He then ordered the
store employees to “Give
me 30s and 40s,” according to the press release.
The press release then
said:
“The
pharmacist
grabbed a box of medication which contained Oxycodone and Oxymorphone

prescriptions and handed
it to the suspect.”
Federal investigators
say McBride ﬂed with
about 4,000 pills, valued
at about $100,000 on the
street.
Federal investigators
teamed up Hamtramck investigators
to
ﬁnd
McBride.
It turns out that McBride
helped them inadvertently.
He is on parole and was
wearing a GPS ankle device that helped investigators track where he had
been.
He was on parole for a
home invasion conviction
in 2013.
He also made it easy to
identify himself by wearing
a blue jacket and pants
with a white stripe down
the arms and legs, outlined with a yellow/gold

stripe; blue latex gloves,
and a black facemask
with shark teeth on it. The
jacket also had “Billionaire Boys Club” written on
the back.
executing
a
While
search warrant, federal investigators found what appeared to be the gun used
in the robbery and the
clothing believed to be
what he was wearing at
the time.
This alleged robbery is
not McBride’s only issue
with law enforcement, according to the DOJ press
release.
The press release said
that McBride and another
defendant, Patrick Johnson, are charged with:
“… A previous narcotics
trafﬁcking incident that occurred near the Greyhound bus station in

Detroit. McBride was in a
vehicle driven by the codefendant, and had unsuccessfully attempted to
board a bus headed to Alabama with a large number of oxycodone pills.”
Hamtramck Police Chief
Anne Moise praised Hamtramck and federal authorities for their help in the
investigation.
“I would like to thank
the hardworking men and
women of the Hamtramck
Police Department, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United
States Attorney's ofﬁce
for their hard work on this
case,” Moise said.
“Our agency appreciates the great partnerships we have with our
state and federal agencies.”

Leaders
in Short-Term
Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery
and quality care through
our comprehensive
rehabilitation program.

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us
Sunday Service is now being held
Face coverings will be mandatory
Hand sanitizer will be on site
You will be seated with 6 foot social distancing
A complete list of safety guidelines will be
provided

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

August 16 – Sunday Mass at 9:00 am
August 27 – Mass for people on our
Prayer List 7 pm

Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Mayor said she had COVID-19,
but is now free of it
By Charles Sercombe
In mid-July, Mayor Karen
Majewski was pleased to
report at a city council
meeting that Hamtramck’s
COVID-19 outbreak had
ﬂatlined.
No new cases were reported, and no new deaths
had been reported for a
few weeks.
On Monday, Aug. 10, that
situation changed.
In a Facebook address
to the city on Monday
morning, Majewski reported that not only did
Hamtramck’s
numbers
shoot up from 188 cases
and 22 deaths to 290
cases and 24 deaths, but
she was also one of those
new cases.
But the next day, Tuesday, the situation had
changed. She announced
that her second test for
COVID-19 came out negative – as in, she is now
COVID free.
But -- there’s another but
-- Majewski said she has to
get tested once again to
conﬁrm that result.
So, let’s turn back to
Monday, when Majewski
restarted her community
updates via Facebook –
something she stopped
doing two months ago
when stores, restaurants
and bars re-opened.
With her voice slightly faltering, she said in her live
stream:
“Despite wearing a mask
in public, and in open air
and on the street, and in
closed spaces -- avoiding
groups as much as possible -- I have now tested
twice positive for COVID19.”
Although she tested positive for the disease, Majewski said she had been
largely asymptomatic, despite some minor symptoms “that normally I
wouldn’t give a second
thought to.”

The main symptom, she
later told The Review, was
a sore throat, which
prompted her to see a doctor and get tested.
To prevent from spreading the virus, Majewski said
she would limit her contact
with people “to a bare minimum,” and will be “less
visible and less engaged”
in the community.
Now that she appears
COVID-free, Majewski said
that she is still going to
limit her public exposure.
Majewski and the city
council have limited their
interactions, and conduct
the twice-monthly city
council meetings via Zoom
– meaning that they are
not meeting in-person in
city hall.
She added that she
hopes residents take what
happened to her as a lesson that no matter what,
we all have to take precautions.
“Let’s take care of one
another,” she said.
Residents were quick to
add their thoughts to her
Facebook page, as well as
the City of Hamtramck
Facebook page where her
address to the city was
posted.
On the city’s Facebook
page, Rick Santman had
this to say:
“Well damn. Thinking
good thoughts.”
Chris Schneider posted
on Majewski’s Facebook
page, and had this to say:
“I'm shocked! I guess I
shouldn't be, but I know
how careful and intelligent
you are. Thank goodness
you are asymptomatic. Let
me know if I can do anything for you.”
Health ofﬁcials say that
34 percent of those who
remain asymptomatic for
14 days will test negative.
After about three weeks,
over 70 percent who remain asymptomatic will

test negative.
It can take one to 14
days after coming in contact with someone with the
disease before symptoms
appear. Not everyone who
comes in contact with an
infected person will catch
the virus.
The following are symptoms of COVID-19:
• Fever
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or

difﬁculty breathing
• Chills/repeated shaking
• Muscle pains
• Headache
• Sore throat
• Fatigue
• Nausea, diarrhea, abdominal pain
• New loss of smell
and/or taste
• Some transplant recipients may develop pneumonia
• Rash

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-5191 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Detroit Friendship House
clothes closet is now
open to the public
Free clothes for men,
women, children
and babies.
Summer hours:
Tuesday
3:30 PM- 4:30 PM
Thursday
2:00 PM- 4:00 PM
Saturday
9:00AM- 11:00 AM
For health and safety, you must wear a mask,
sanitize your hands at the door. Only one
person is allowed in the closet at a time.

9540 Conant • Hamtramck 313-871-7443
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Reporter’s notebook: wandering with my thoughts from the road
Continued from front page
igating one-lane streets
and dodging bicycle trafﬁc
while crossing bridges
over canals in Amsterdam; or getting lost in old,
formerly drab East Berlin
districts now booming
with colorful commercial
and residential redevelopment projects; I learn by
keeping my body and
mind active - and having
good, productive fun at
the same time.
Writing a column about
city life gives me a chance
to convert my travel experience into words.
During the past nine
months, before and during the COVID-19 crisis, I
have had the opportunity
to see how some cities

are applying and practicing
various
lessons
learned.
I spent several weeks in
Berlin and Amsterdam
(also Dortmund and Hamburg, Germany) last fall;
took a road trip out west
(spending eight days in
Southern California, including Santa Monica and
Venice) this spring; and
this summer I am splitting
time between Hamtramck
and northeast Ohio,
where I am writing this
week’s column within
walking distance of the
bluffs above Lake Erie.
I am masked and practice social distancing - as
do the people with whom
I am sharing my journey

Coming events
FRIDAY, Aug. 28, dusk – The Hamtramck
Recreation Commission will host “Movie in
the Park” at Pulaski Park (9625 Lumpkin). The
movie will be “Toy Story.” Social distancing will
be enforced. Bring your own chair or blanket.
The restrooms will be open.

313-875-8972
MEN’S HAIRCUTS

Best quality for the best prices.

She’s Back!
Call for Appointment
Thank you for your patience
Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

(however, as proven by
Mayor Majewski’s recent
positive test results for
the coronavirus, none of
us are bulletproof when it
comes to potential exposure).
Like the mayor, I turned
65 this year. I am generally ﬁt and in good health.
But I am in a higher risk
category simply due to my
age. I am careful to the
point of vigilance, yet always aware that exposure
is only a breath away from
any of us.
For the past six years I
have been a night economy and creative industries
advocate
and
consultant, helping to
found a nonproﬁt organization connecting artists
and social innovators in
Detroit and Berlin.
That’s on hold at the
moment, with no restart
yet imaginable in a world
under siege by a virus
that has ofﬁcially claimed
about 750,000 lives
worldwide since the beginning of the year. That
number comes from the
John Hopkins University
Center for Systems Science and Engineering.
It’s hard now to imagine
my pre-COVID life, which
afforded me opportunities
for travel to European
cities like Berlin and Amsterdam, working models
for the kind of round the
clock economic development strategies that we
think could work in Detroit, which has the kind
of obsessive-compulsive,

doer-maker nature necessary to sustain a 24-hour
economy.
By the way: oddly, in the
context of future growth
for cities, properly managed OCD tendencies can
be a good thing.
Hamtramck, by extension, would beneﬁt from
an open and robust expanded-hours economy
as well, particularly given
the affordable food options that the city has in
abundance.
All Conant and Jos.
Campau restaurants and
markets, not to mention
those on Caniff and Holbrook, could be in service
and proﬁtable until at
least 4 a.m.
Why?
The city has a creative
bounce, attracts late night
art and music people in
droves, and was once
called the second most
inﬂuential ‘rock n roll city’
in the U.S. (Brooklyn was

number one) in the early
‘00s; it is blessed with
immigrant entrepreneurial
passion and desire that is
historical, generational
and cannot be simply
manufactured.
The basic architecture
for growth is in place.
How to organize and lead
it into the future is the
challenge.
Hamtramck has qualities, developed organically over time, that can
pay dividends in a less socially restrictive future -should we return there
after the current crisis
abates.
I hope, as I’m sure we
all do, that we can get
back to some kind of normalcy soon.
We still have a long road
ahead to recovery. But it
is good to begin thinking,
dreaming, planning now,
staying ahead of what is a
very competitive curve:
marketing and selling a

place to people who
would embrace it if only
they knew where to look
for it.
Attraction and retention
are two of the primary
challenges cities that
make it to the future
have.
Now is the time for gathering ideas, gleaned from
successes -- and failures - learned from outside our
two-square mile box.
I’ve begun to compile a
list of doable ideas and
completed projects, will
share the best of what I’m
seeing ‘out there’ during
my adventures far from
home in my next column.
(Note: In the City Life column in the July 31 edition
of the Review the second
reference to the last name
of Cleveland-based planning consultant Don Lenz
was misspelled. We regret
the error.)

Crime Watch: Harassing communications
are now common
By Charles Sercombe
Every week you’ll see reports of residents complaining to the police
department about receiving “harassing communications.”
These communications
can come in the form of
phone calls, texts and online messages, particularly on social media.
So just what is a harassing communication?
It is often a direct
threat, or an implied one.
Or in a number of cases,
one person gets a hold of
nude photos of another
person who has stored
them in their laptop or
phone.
Once they hack into an
account, they then post
these photos on social
media without the other
person’s permission.
(Yes, people take nude
photos of themselves and
store them as keepsakes.)
Women have also reported unwanted sexual
advances, and even nude
photos received from men
who are cyberstalking
them.
Some
have
even
likened these types of
messages as a sex
crime.
These are not isolated
incidents.
According to Privacy
Rights
Clearinghouse
(PRC), 44 percent of
Americans report having
been a victim of harassing communications at
some point, which in most
states – including Michigan – is a misdemeanor.
(PRC is a nonproﬁt organization that describes
itself as “protecting privacy for all by empowering
individuals and advocating for positive change …
”)
If you are the victim of
online attacks, the group
suggests suspending your
social media accounts to
let some time pass.
For those on social
media platforms, PRC recommends taking the following safeguards (and

we are quoting them
here):
• Take advantage of privacy settings. With some
social networking sites,
you may be able to make
your proﬁle completely private simply by checking a
box. With others, such as
Facebook, privacy settings can be complex to
navigate.
• Take advantage of
added security settings.
One of the best examples
is two-factor authentication. When you enable this,
your account will require
you to provide something
you know (like a password)
with something you have
(like a speciﬁc device).
Therefore, if someone gets
your password, he or she
will not be able to log in to
the account without the
speciﬁc code that the service sends to your device.
You can ﬁnd a list of sites
offering two-factor authentication at https://twofactorauth.org/.
• Limit how much personal information you
post to your account. For
example, you may not
want to include contact information, your birth date,
the city you were born in
or names of family members.
• Do not accept "friend
requests" (or "follow requests") from strangers.
If you recognize the individual sending the request, contact him or her
off-line to verify he or she
sent the request.
• Warn your friends and
acquaintances not to post
personal
information
about you, especially your
contact information and
location.
• Avoid online polls or
quizzes, particularly those
that ask for personal information.
• Don't post photographs of your home that
might indicate its location. For example, don't
post photographs showing a house number or an
identifying landmark in
the background.

• Use caution when
joining online organizations, groups or "fan
pages." Never publicly
RSVP to events shown online.
• Use caution when
connecting your cell
phone to your social networking account. If you
do decide to connect your
cell phone to your online
account, use extreme
caution in providing live
updates on your location
or activities.
• Avoid posting information about your current or
future locations, or providing information a stalker
may later use to hone in
on your location, such as
a review of a restaurant
near your house.
• Always use a strong,
unique password for
every social networking
site.
So what happens if you
are a victim of harassing
communications?
Deﬁnitely report it to
your local police department. Although ofﬁcers
may not be able to do
much if the harasser is
anonymous, you will at
least have a paper trail
that come in handy at a
later date.
Hamtramck Police Chief
Anne Moise responded to
our inquiry on the department’s policy on this matter. In an email, she said:
“Cases are assigned to
a detective, and they will
follow up with the victim
to look at the information
they have, whether they
are being ‘harassed,’ and
if it falls in the criteria of
the statute.
“They obtain any evidence that may be relevant, such as phone
records, copies of texts
etc.
“If the criteria meets
the statute, the information will be forwarded to
the Wayne County Prosecutors ofﬁce for review,
and any issuance of a
warrant. They will make
the ﬁnal decision.”
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion
City charter change proposal
raises too many unknowns
From the looks of
things, the city council’s
decision to ask voters to
change the city charter
is dead on arrival –
based on the pushback
we have seen on social
media during the past
couple of weeks.
Recently, a split council (over the objections of
Councilmembers Ian Perrotta and Andrea Karpinski) voted in favor to put
a charter amendment on
the November ballot.
The proposal will ask
voters whether the city
should eliminate the
charter sections that establish the ﬁre and police chiefs’ positions, as
well as their respective
departments.

The problem with this
proposal is that the
council does not say
what would replace
those positions and
services.
The only hint of what
would come, were it to
be approved, is that the
council would have the
authority to come up
with a plan to provide ﬁre
and police services.
This is all vague and
fuzzy – something that
will likely unsettle most
voters.
Having said all this,
there is a real concern
over how the city can
continue to provide both
services at their present
levels. The departments
eat up about half of the

city’s yearly $17 million
budget.
The city is currently in
deﬁcit spending, and by
next year it will have
burned
through
its
budget surplus.
Without taking some
kind of drastic action,
the city will once again –
for the third time in 20
years – head into a ﬁnancial emergency, which
would once again prompt
the state to appoint an
emergency
ﬁnancial
manager.
This is a major budgetary matter, and it needs
to be addressed. But
this proposal probably
won’t end up being a way
to solve the matter.

County offers a hand in settling
landlord-tenant disputes
By Alan Madlane
Times are tough, but
Wayne County residents
who rent have a resource
on their side.
The Wayne County Dispute Resolution Center
(WCDRC) mediates landlord-tenant disputes in,
you guessed it, Wayne
County, to assist the
courts with their overclogged dockets.
What with further federal ﬁnancial assistance
to Michiganders and all
Americans lagging as of
this writing (yes, yes,
they’re working on it –
we’ll see), a lot of Hamtramckans and others
who live on the ﬁnancial
edge may already be battling with landlords to continue living in their rental
homes.
Gov. Whitmer has issued several executive orders, the last one from
June 26, extending eviction protections through

July 15. After that, her
Eviction Diversion Program kicked in.
The city of Detroit had
extended its own moratorium on evictions through
the middle of this month.
Hamtramck has not made
any such comparative
move as of yet.
The WCDRC thus steps
into this fray, handling disputes for the Hamtramck
31st District Court, along
with others in the county.
It is one of 18 communitybased non-proﬁt centers
in Michigan that do a wide
variety of mediation work
for the courts, including
domestic-, civil-, and
school-related conﬂicts.
And it can be complicated.
Renters obviously have
their own needs. Landlords can be put in the
middle too, if the properties they are renting out
still have mortgages on
them that the landlord is

expected to keep paying,
or utility bills that the tenant is not able to keep up
on, for example.
The resolution center
tries its best to sort situations out and ﬁnd equitable solutions. They can
be of real value as a
buffer for renters, who
often are not as savvy
about landlord-tenant law
as experienced landlords,
and can therefore be at
the mercy of the unscrupulous.
And, with a nod to these
Covid times, meetings are
increasingly going virtual,
meaning persons can participate in the mediations
from their own homes.
If it sounds like they
could be of help to you, or
someone you know, give
them a call from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday – Friday at
(313) 561-3500, or visit
their
website
at
wcdrc.org.
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Reminder… This Saturday (Aug. 15), Hamtramck’s art gallery Public
Pool is the place to be.
The gallery is hosting an
exhibit opening, where the
theme is “bowls.” Yes,
those ordinary, everyday
objects we take for
granted.
But consider the simplicity of design, the limitless
possibilities
of
interpreting their shape.
Forty-one artists are
listed as providing bowlshaped objects for the inwhich
on
stallation,
Saturday goes from 1 to 6
p.m. The exhibit will continue Saturdays at the
same times, through
Sept. 26.
This will be no ordinary
art opening. Due to the
coronavirus pandemic,
the gallery will be letting
three persons in at a time
during those Saturday
hours, in half-hour blocks.
Sign up at: https://calendly.com/publicpoolart/
bowls.

his building at Brombach,
just north of Holbrook.
The mural was painted
by local artist Jake Dwyer.
Check it out.
Police action… Residents were questioning
why federal ofﬁcers – possibly ICE agents – were at
a
building
on
the
southend this week.
So far, there have not
been any media reports
on what appeared to be
some kind of raid.
We asked Police Chief
Anne Moise if she was
aware of what happened,
and she told us that she
had not been informed of
their presence in town.
In the past, it’s been
customary for outside police agencies to give a
courtesy heads up to
local departments if they
are coming into their
town.
The ICE agency, however, appears to play by a
different set of rules.

Health Hike… The coronavirus pandemic still out
there, but that’s not going
to stop the annual Health
Hike from happening here
in Hamtramck.
Organizers are taking
extra precautions for the
event, which is on Saturday, Aug. 22. This year’s
5K hike, is being called
“Outrun COVID-19.”
Participants will have to
wear masks at all times
and practice social distancing. To ensure proper
distancing, there will be
staggered start times for
hikers (and those who
chose to run).
Starting times vary from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
You have to register to
get your time to start at:
http://tiny.cc/617/ksz
There is no fee to register.
Participants will meet
up at the Piast Institute,
located 11663 Jos. Campau Ave.

New mural… A few
weeks ago, we wrote
about Hamtramck dentist
Sami Bilani’s memorial
garden to those frontline
responders who died
ﬁghting the COVID-19 outbreak.
Recently, he put the ﬁnishing touches to his creation, with a mural he
commissioned that honors those frontliners. The
mural is on the back of

A new mural has joined Hamtramck’s ever-growing
mural movement. This one is on the back of a dental
ofﬁce owned by Sami Bilani on Bromberg, just north
of Holbrook.

The new fall school season is just around the corner.
The Hamtramck Public
School District has opted
to focus mainly on virtual
learning – meaning students will be staying at
home.
But the district will have
its schools open for special services and added instruction.
In the meantime, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
has these tips for parents:
• Check in with your
child each morning for
signs of illness. If your
child has a temperature of
100.4 degrees or higher,
they should not go to
school.
• Make sure your child
does not have a sore
throat or other signs of illness, like a cough, diarrhea, severe headache,
vomiting, or body aches.
• If your child has had
close contact to a COVID19 case, they should not
go to school. Follow guidance on what to do when
someone has known exposure.
• Identify your school
point person(s) to contact
if your child gets sick.
• Be familiar with local

COVID-19 testing external
icon sites in the event you
or your child develops
symptoms. These may include sites with free testing available.
• Make sure your child
is up-to-date with all recommended vaccines, including for ﬂu. All
school-aged
children
should get an inﬂuenza ﬂu
vaccine every season, with
rare exceptions. This is especially important this
year because we do not
yet know if being sick with
COVID-19 at the same
time as the ﬂu will result in
more severe illness.
• Review and practice
proper hand washing techniques at home, especially
before and after eating,
sneezing, coughing, and
adjusting a mask or cloth
face covering. Make hand
washing fun and explain to
your child why it’s important.
• Talk to your child
about precautions to take
at school. Children may be
advised to:
• Wash and sanitize
their hands more often.
• Keep physical distance from other students.
• Wear a mask.
• Avoid sharing objects
with other students, including water bottles, de-

vices, writing instruments,
and books.
• Use hand sanitizer
(that contains at least
60% alcohol.) Make sure
you’re using a safe product. FDA recalled products
external icon that contain
toxic methanol. Monitor
how they feel and tell an
adult if they are not feeling
well.
• Be familiar with your
school’s plan for how they
will communicate with
families when a positive
case or exposure to someone with COVID-19 is identiﬁed and ensure student
privacy is upheld.
• You may need to consider the feasibility of teleworking, taking leave from
work, or identifying someone who can supervise
your child in the event of
school building closures or
quarantine.
• If your child receives
speech, occupational or
physical therapy or other
related services from the
school, ask your school
how these services will
continue.
• If your child receives
mental health or behavioral services (e.g., social
skills training, counseling),
ask your school how these
services will continue.
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City Hall Insider …
RYBACZUK
RyMarie
baczuk, 91,
died August 8,
2020.
Marie was
the mother of Daniel,
Richard, Lawrence (Barb)
the late David (Rebecca),
and James; sister of Jean
Zazula; grandmother of
eight; many great grandchildren also survive.
Marie will lie in state
Saturday, August 15,
2020 at 9:30 a.m., at Our

Quick Hits
Continued front page
its research library. This
section of the museum is
being set aside for persons who need access to
books and other materi-

Lady Queen of Apostles
Catholic Church until time
of Funeral Mass at 10:30
a.m. Burial will be at
Mount Olivet Cemetery.
Arrangements were made
by Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home in Hamtramck.

als about Hamtramck. Initially, about 100 books,
all relating to Hamtramck,
have been placed on the
shelves. More will be
added over time.”
The museum is located
at 9525 Joseph Campau
Ave.

What is our City Council up to these days?
We have the highlights of the latest council meeting.
By Charles Sercombe
The city council met on
July 14, and all councilmembers were present,
except for Mohammed
Hassan.
City Manager Kathy Angerer gave her bi-monthly
update on the Census, and
how residents were responding. At this meeting,
she didn’t have much to
say, other than that there
is still time for residents to
ﬁll out a Census form if
they haven’t already.
Hamtramck residents’
participation is still lower
than the state average.
During the announcements portion of the meetCouncilmember
ing,
Andrea Karpinski expressed condolences to
the family of Roberta Olko,
who had recently died, and
who was a longtime resident. She was once a regular attendee at council
meetings.
Karpinski also thanked
the Gwiazda dance troupe
for bringing out volunteers

recently at Veterans Memorial Park to pick up litter.
Some 20 bags of trash
were collected.
During the public comment portion of the meeting, Kit Parks commented
on a resolution entitled:
“RESOLUTION 2020-55,
Supporting and recognizing the Hamtramck Police
Department for their efforts toward community
safety, suppressing crime,
increasing transparency, increasing community partnerships,
continued
commitment to department training and to ofﬁcially adopt all of State of
Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s proposed police
reforms.”
Parks said that although
she supports the police
department, she took
issue with one part of the
resolution that said:
“… the City of Hamtramck directs the City
Manager to seek grants,
alternative funding options, federal partnerships,

state partnerships, and
other means to increase
appropriate stafﬁng and
training within the Hamtramck Police Department,
increasing volunteerism
through the Police Reserve
Program, increasing and
developing the chaplain
program, and any other
available and appropriate
means to better service to
our community.”
Parks said she is opposed to partnering with
such federal agencies as
ICE and the DEA, which
she said are “violent and
dangerous” agencies.
Plus, she said, the resolution gives the city manager too much broad
authority without council
input.
Bill Meyer, agreed, and
added that the city’s police
department has a history
of “misconduct” and attracting lawsuits.
He said more attention
needs to be paid to hiring
more social workers and
programs.

“Policing is the problem,”
Meyer said.
Plus, he said, the resolution is merely “slapping
our backs” in self-appreciation.
Also adding to the discussion was Mark Koroi,
an attorney who has sued
the city over past police
conduct, who said that the
department needs an
“oversight board.”
Later in the meeting,
there was a lively discussion on the resolution.
Councilmembers Ian Perrotta and Karpinski both opposed it because it directs
the city manager to enter
into partnerships with federal and state agencies
without council input.
Karpinski said she supports the police department, but found the part
about directing the city
manager to make partnerships “kind of funny.”
She said that the effect
of the resolution would be
“giving up our (council’s)
Continued from page 8

Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program
for Hamtramck Residents
y
and Surrounding Areas
aril

or
p
m

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

e
T
d
8625
se Jos. Campau
o
l
C 11am-12pm

31800 Northwestern Hwy, Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110

Every 2nd Monday
of the Month

Get Yourself
NOTICED!
Place an Ad in
The Review
Call (313) 874-2100

SINCE WE ALL FALL SHORT OF THE
GLORY OF THE LORD AND WE ARE ALL
OUR OWN WORST ENEMY HERE IS A
PRAYER YOU CAN SAY BEFORE YOU
START OUT EACH DAY HEAVENLY
FATHER PLEASE SAVE ME FROM ME

HUD Certified

John Ulaj

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!
8645 Munrovia
Shelby Twp.
$245,000

G
N
I
D
EN

Move-in ready super
clean Ranch w/ Extra
2 car detached garage,
Utica Schools and too
many updates &
amenities to mention!

P

FMIC
Food Ministries in
Collaboration

Cozy Ranch on 1 acre
with 3/ bedrooms,
1.1 baths and
ﬁnished basement.

Harp of God Ministry
FMIC
P.O. Box 11361
Detroit, MI 48202
P.S. Send copy to friends

A HUD
Certified Agent
JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certiﬁed
Residential
Specialist
Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

DiamondRealty and Associates

3775 Newark
Attica Twp.
$199,900

To make a tax deductible
donation send to:

Commercial Broker/Owner

G
N
I
D
PEN

42069 Queen
Victoria Ct.
Clinton Twp.
$134,900

G
N
I
D
N

Highly sought after corner
unit! Kitchen features
Exotic granite countertops,
and ceramic ﬂoors in the
kitchen and dining room.
Appliances are included!

PE

2143 Trowbridge
$149,900

3433 Yemans
$199,900

Two-family home features
a full basement, separate
front entrances, separate
furnaces, HWH, gas meters
& electrical panels!
New Vinyl windows
throughout. This property
won't last long.

Incredible Brick
home located directly
across from Zussman
Park and City Hall!

Leanne
ZaliwskiConger

Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com
84 Peter’s Path
Lapeer Twp.
$249,900
Roomy open-ﬂoor concept
that's great for entertaining,
cathedral ceiling in living room,
eat-in kitchen w/island &
custom-built solid cabinets,
hardwood/ceramic/high-end
carpet & pad, full ﬁnished
basement w/daylight windows,
bonus room, tons of storage.

G
N
I
D
PEN

3885 Evaline
$119,900
4 Beds, 2 Baths. 0.7 Acres.
Great ﬂoor plan features
Living room, Dining room,
two bedrooms, kitchen and
bath on main ﬂoor.

2922 Carpenter
Commercial
Property
$274,900
Commercial building
with endless
business
opportunities.

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

leanneconger@gmail.com
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APARTMENTS & FLATS
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

All beautifully remodeled, 1
floor,
first
bedroom,
$650/mo. + security deposit, utilities not included,
313-590-1000. 8/7

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

By owner, Hamtramck,
3851 Holbrook, 2 family
brick house, side driveway, 2 car garage, full
basement, all new windows in both units, hardwood floors, $160,000
586-944-9591. 7/31

11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-4024488. 8/14
ROOM
FOR RENT

Hamtramck, room for
rent, utilities, internet,
cable included, 313-4349759. 8/13
Room for rent, utilities included, no pets, 313-2901095. 8/14

HOUSE
FOR RENT

3869 Fredro, single family, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.
13446 Dwyer, single family, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-8186542, 248-818-8378.

CONDO
FOR RENT

Beautiful condo in Warren,
1100 sq. ft., 1 large master
BR, living rm., dining rm., 1
½ bath, laundry rm.
w/washer + dryer, must be
employed with good references, security deposit
req., 313-268-5137. 7/17
HOUSE
FOR SALE

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bathroom, great for retail or office, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Campau, Hamtramck, 586222-7304. 8/28

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., living rm., kitchen, 586-6342502.

Call
(313) 874-2100
Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typographic error or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified advertisement.

Deadline for
classifieds for
next week is
Thursday
at Noon

3 BR downstairs, 2 BR upstairs, 2 car garage. For
more information, call
586-668-7865. 8/14
Hamtramck, Nagel St., 6
rooms, full basement,
needs work, 313-4830903. 8/9

Phone (313) 874-2100

(313) 874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log
covers Aug. 4-10.
Tuesday, Aug. 4
• A Detroit resident reported that their vehicle
was stolen in the area of
Carpenter and Mackay.
• A resident reported
receiving harassing communications.
• A resident reported
that their purse was
stolen in the 12100 block
of Conant Ave.
• A resident reported
that, while in the 3800
block of Belmont St., their
car keys were stolen.
Wednesday, Aug. 5
• An agent for a business on Denton St. reported that someone
maliciously damaged their
building.
• At about 2 p.m., ofﬁcers responded to a call
about an assault happening at Conant and Caniff.
At the scene they found a
resident with injuries to
their head. The victim was
treated for their injuries.
• A resident reported

7

that someone opened a
bank checking account in
their name without permission. The bank closed
the account.
• A resident in the area
of Carpenter and Fleming
that
their
reported
teenager went missing.
• A resident was taken
to Detroit Receiving Hospital for a mental evaluation.
Thursday, Aug. 6
• A driver of a silver Nissan Rogue ﬂed from ofﬁcers who were attempting
a trafﬁc stop.
• A resident in the
2300 block of Botsford
St. reported that someone stole their car license
plate.
• A resident was arrested for an assault that
happened in the 2200
block of Danforth St.
• A driver of a silver
Audi ﬂed from ofﬁcers
who attempted a trafﬁc
stop.
Friday, Aug. 7
• At about 1:30 a.m., a
Continued on page 8

Service Directory
HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING

HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
• Furnaces
• Boilers
• Air Conditioners

Celebrating
52 Years of
Service!

Financing Available
• Licensed & Insured
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

313-892-2122
11647 Jos. Campau

PAINTING

★ Fast Same Day Service ★
Oﬀ Labor on Any Plumbing,
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

313-365-4913

89

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Drain
Cleaning

$

$

150 1075
Upgrades extra

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

— FREE ESTIMATES —

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

POWDER COATING

BISAGA

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *
12/31/20

FREE
ESTIMATES
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

Starting at

Starting at

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 7-30-20.

586-838-7598

248-835-3352

Ask for Frank

Freon Recharge
Furnace & Boilers, Heating
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing
Home Improvement • Patch and Drywall Repair

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Located in Hamtramck

$

Owner

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

10% Discount

Repairs, Cleaning &
Freon Extra

Curtis Gibbs

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior

Air Conditioning

A/C Start-Up
Inspections

IN “VINCE” ABLE PAINTING

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

(313) 365-8630

PLUMBING & HEATING

Let Our
Service
Directory
Do the Work
For You!
Call Dave
(313)
874-2100
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City Hall Insider…
Continued from page 6
Continued from page 7
resident was arrested
after a trafﬁc stop for
drinking and driving.
• A person said that,
while his car was parked
in the 3400 block of
Edwin St., someone
slashed all of the tires.
• A resident was arrested for an assault that
happened in the 2200
block of Danforth St.
• A resident in the
9500 block of Charest St.
reported that someone
maliciously damaged their
car.

while in the area of Carpenter and Dyar.
Monday, Aug. 10
• At about 11:30 p.m.,
a resident reported that
someone damaged their
car while it was parked in
the 12000 block of Selfridge St.
• At 1 a.m., a resident
reported that they were
assaulted in their residence in the 5100 block
of Belmont St.
• At 4 a.m., a cellphone
was found in the 10300
block of Jos. Campau
Ave.
• An agent for a Caniff
Ave. reported someone
maliciously damaged their
property.
• A resident was found
in the area of Trowbridge
and Lumpkin deceased
from an apparent narcotic
overdose.
• A resident reported
that her purse was stolen
from her car.
• A resident reported
that a person they know
violated a court-ordered
bond requirement.
• A resident reported
receiving
threatening
phone calls.
• A resident reported
that, while in the 11600
block of Moran St., they
were the victim of fraud.

Saturday, Aug. 8
• No criminal activity
was reported for this
date.
Sunday, Aug. 9
• A Lumpkin St. resident reported an assault.
• A Caniff Ave. resident
reported a domestic assault.
• A resident reported a
theft that happened, by a
person they know, in the
area of Jos. Campau and
Goodson.
• A resident reported a
domestic assault that
happened in the area of
Caniff and Lumpkin.
• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Carpenter
and Dyar.
• A resident reported
that their child was assaulted by another child

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
!

power.”
Perrotta agreed, saying
further that the resolution
is “obtuse and tone deaf”
at a time people are calling
for police refroms.
He also said that, while
he believes in the Black
Lives Matter movement,
“not all cops are bastards.”
Councilmember Fadel AlMarsoumi, who presented
the resolution, said both
councilmembers are misinterpreting the resolution.
He said the emphasis is
on training and securing
funding.
“Now, more than ever,
we need training for police,” he said. “How does
that not make sense?”
City Manager Kathy Angerer was asked to clarify
the issue. She said the department has already been
partnering with other agencies.
Perrotta asked why, then,
it was necessary to include
that in the resolution. He
also pointed out that, if
these partnerships are
being made, then the
council needs to be included in those decisions.
Police Chief Anne Moise
said that the department
has made valuable partnerships, such as the one
with the FBI’s violent crime
task force, which has
helped investigate pharmacy robberies.
The resolution passed
over the objections of Perrotta and Karpinski.
Back to public comment.

Several people spoke in
favor of a resolution, presented by Councilmember
Nayeem Chowdhury, that
called for “Reafﬁrming
Hamtramck as a Welcoming City and Expressing
with
HamSolidarity
tramck's South Asian
Community.”
The resolution also opposes the government of
India’s national registry of
citizens.
Sharmin Hossain said
the current administration
of India is committing
genocide against Muslims
and other minorities in that
country.
The actions of India’s
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, “are very terrifying,”
Hossain said.
Another speaker said
that the actions of the
prime minister will create
millions of non-citizens,
and that they will be forced
to ﬂee as refugees to
neighboring Bangladesh –
thus creating a huge humanitarian crisis, as well
as likely leading to genocide.
Moving on, Andrew Perrotta, brother of Councilmember Perrotta, said
he doesn’t think the police
department is doing their
job.
He also said that the city
should consider a previous
suggestion he made, to
supply the public with language translation machines so the city’s many
ethnic groups can understand what they are saying
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to each other.
“Our neighbors can’t
even talk to each other,”
he said.
Moving on to new business, the council supported a resolution which
promised that the city
would distribute grant
funding to the city’s ﬁreﬁghters and police ofﬁcers
for their work in the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
In a note to the council,
City Manager Angerer explained the grant:
“Federal dollars have
been distributed to the
State of Michigan to reimburse/pay for qualifying
ﬁrst responder hazard pay
premiums provided or to
be provided to ﬁrst responders who have performed
hazardous duty or work involving physical hardship
related to COVID-19.
“There is $100,000,000
available to be distributed.
The maximum available
limit is $1,000 per eligible
employee. The funds are
available on a ﬁrst-come,
ﬁrst-served basis. When
the funding runs out, eligible communities who did
not apply quickly may not
receive funds.
City
of
“The
Hamtramck applied quickly
for the funds for our ﬁrst responders. These men and
women have worked diligently
in
our
community, and continue to
do so daily throughout the
COVID-19 crisis. We expect
that we will receive the full
amount ($1,000) for our
ﬁrst responders, however if
the fund is exhausted, the
possibility exists that we
may not receive funds.

“This resolution acknowledges the intent to distribute funds when the grant
award is received.”
In another matter, the
council agreed to waive
permit fees for businesses
to hold sidewalk sales.
(Pawn shops are not allowed to hold sidewalk
sales.)
In a note to the council,
the reason for this action
was explained:
these
“Encouraging
types of sales will also
allow visitors to fully appreciate the community's vitality and dynamism, and
having the retailers' wares
on display outdoors will
make our businesses
more inviting to casual
shoppers.
“This is especially important in a walkable community like Hamtramck, as it
will create a more engaging, more dynamic experience, in as much as
window shoppers will no
longer have to look through
windows at displays. Instead, they will be able to
see products up close.”
In Mayor Karen Majewski’s bi-monthly report, she
noted that the number of
COVID-19 cases has “remained ﬂat.”
“Hamtramck is doing
something right, and we
need to continue it and not
let our guard down,” Majewski said.
(Editor’s note: A month
later, Mayor Majewski revealed that she had
COVID-19, but after a second test a few weeks later,
it appeared she had recuperated and tested negative for the disease.)
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