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By Alan Madlane
The long-awaited

mural on the large front
windows of the old
Shoppers World is fi-
nally getting its unveil-
ing this Sunday, August
30 at 3:00 p.m.

The community-based
peace and justice or-
ganization OneHam-
tramck LLC has
announced that the
COVID-19-themed work,
being realized in three
languages (English,
Bangla and Arabic) by
local muralist Nicole
Macdonald, will be
ready for the public’s
eyes by then.

A quote by Patch
Adams (the renowned
medico and enter-
tainer), which reads
“One cannot separate
the health of the indi-
vidual, from the health
of the community, from
the health of the world”
will be repeated in the
three scripts, according
to the attached images.

The words “Culture
and Quarantine” will
also appear, denoting
the title of the work.

The artist is slated to
attend the unveiling.
Note that there will be
no restrooms on site.

It is hoped that the
work will call attention
to both the cultural di-
versity of the city, and
the hard and necessary
work of essential per-
sonnel in helping to
fight the scourge of
COVID-19. To that end,
the work will be illumi-

By Charles Sercombe
For the past several

years, the country of
Yemen has been under
siege.

First came Iran-backed
militias, who forced the
country’s government to
flee. Civil war broke out.

That caused the econ-
omy to crash: then came
bombs from a Saudi Ara-
bia-led coalition.

Then, predictably,
famine. And now an out-
break of COVID-19.

Bill Meyer of OneHam-
tramck is calling it the
“largest humanitarian cri-
sis in history.”

This lethal mix of
events has stirred the
Yemeni community, which
has become the Ham-
tramck’s political power-
house, to take to the
streets in protest.

Such was the case on
Wednesday and Thursday
evenings, when the
Yemeni community, along
with what appeared to be

outside sympathizers,
gathered at Veterans Me-
morial Park to demon-
strate in Yemen’s
support, and make the
public aware of what’s
happening there.

The gathering was
sponsored, in part, by a
group called Detroit Will
Breathe.

On Thursday, Akil Al-

halmi, of Hamtramck,
told The Review that the
situation in Yemen is
dire.

“The whole country is
dying,” said Alhalmi, who
has family in Yemen.
“And the whole world is
watching, and no one
cares. They (the Saudis)
bomb wedding parties,
and we don’t see any-

thing going on.”
A number of speakers

and others have focused
on the role of the US,
which has been selling
billions of dollars’ worth
of weapons to Saudi Ara-
bia.

The arms sale, Alhalmi
said, “blinds their eyes,”
referencing the US gov-

Yemeni community takes to the
streets in protest of war and famine

Continued on page 4

By Charles Sercombe
For the second time in

two years, City Coun-
cilmember Ian Perrotta
has been censured by his
colleagues for his behav-
ior.

At Tuesday’s regular city
council meeting, Coun-
cilmember Fadel Al-Mar-
soumi presented a
resolution to censure Per-
rotta.

It centered on Perrotta’s
encounter with an un-
named city hall employee,
who Al-Marsoumi previ-
ously said was someone
in the Community & Eco-
nomic Development De-
partment.

The censure, which is a
condemnation of a public
official, accuses Perrotta
of “bullying” the city em-
ployee over seeking per-
mission to construct a
pavilion on a lot connected
to his bar Trixie’s on Car-
penter Ave.

According to Al-Mar-
soumi, Perrotta cursed the
employee after he was de-
nied permission because
of a zoning restriction.

The censure said Per-
rotta berated the em-
ployee with these
comments:

• That the employee

Councilman’s
conduct once
again censured

By Walter Wasacz
Masked and carefully

practicing social distancing
during the worst global
health crisis of the past
100 years I have taken to
the road this spring and
summer. 

A longtime walking advo-
cate and pedestrian safety
activist, ironically I have
spent dozens of hours and

traveled thousands of
miles in motorized vehi-
cles from May through Au-
gust. 

I have done a fair
amount of walking, hiking
and cycling, mind you:

In California, along the
normally heavily-trafficked
but eerily empty beach-
front in Santa Monica and

Celebrations and reparations

Continued on page 2

Over 100 people attended a demonstration Thursday evening in Veterans Park to show
their support for the country of Yemen. After meeting up in the park, the crowd marched
through the neighborhoods on the southend.

Councilmember
Ian Perrotta

Can making Jos. Campau an 1-75 business spur
while acknowledging its part in an historic discrimi-
nation lawsuit help kickstart the local economy?
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A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis
of race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...
PRESSREADER is here!
We're very excited to let

everyone know we're offering
a new e-resource to all Ham-
tramck Public Library card
holders. PressReader offers
unlimited, effortless access to
over 6,000+ newspapers and
magazines from around the
world, in 60+ languages, all
on your own smartphones,
tablets and laptops. 

Log onto
https://www.pressreader.co
m/catalog and explore!

After Labor Day the Library
will open for grab-and-go serv-
ice. 

We are happy to announce
that on Tuesday, September
8th the HPL will move to the
next phase of our reopening
plan.

While in-library browsing will
not be allowed yet, several
computer stations (as well as
printers, fax, and the copy ma-
chine) will be available to our
patrons by appointment.

Please, note that the com-
puter reservations will be lim-
ited to two 30-minute
sessions per day, and you will
be required to follow all of the
library's public health and
safety protocols while in the

building: Wear a mask, remain
6 feet away from other people,
and do not come if you feel ill
or have been in contact with
someone who is ill.

During these stressful
times, in order to provide the
best visiting experience for
everyone, we will ask you to
abide by the following require-
ments:

• All patrons are required to
wear a face-covering during
their visit. If you do not have
one, a mask will be available
near the front door.

• If you are experiencing
any COVID-related symptoms -
do not enter.

• Patrons must maintain a
6-foot distance from one an-
other.

• Due to the necessity of
social distancing, the number
of patrons allowed entry - and
the length of library use - will
be limited.

• Public computer use will
be restricted to 30 minutes
and any technology-related
help will be limited to what
can be accomplished while
maintaining a 6-foot separa-
tion.

• Youth under the age of
15 must be accompanied by

an adult.
• Meeting room use will not

be available during this re-
opening phase.

NEW CURBSIDE SERVICE
HOURS: 9AM to 5PM 

Search our catalog to find
books that interest you! Call
us at 313-733-6822 to re-
serve books and pick them up
at the front door Monday
through Friday.  

Curbside service includes
printing, faxing, scanning, and
copying. We will take your doc-
uments at the front door and
then return them to you. 

If you wish to print some-
thing, please send us an e-
mail with the document
attached to hamtramckli-
brary@gmail.com. Please call
us first at 313-733-6822 to
let us know the document is
on its way. We will print it and
give it to you at the front door.

FREE USED BOOKS AND
POLISH-LANGUAGE BOOKS
AND DVDs WILL BE AVAIL-
ABLE TO THE PUBLIC AT THE
FRONT DOOR FROM 11 AM to
4 PM (Donations $$ will gladly
be accepted!)  

We are not accepting any
book or magazine donations
at this time.
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Venice; and in stunning
(and also empty) Joshua
Tree National Park, on the
edge of the Mojave Desert.

In northern Michigan, at
Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-

tional Seashore and in the
Upper Peninsula, at
Tahquamenon Falls State
Park; along the Fox River in
Green Bay, Wisconsin; on a
trail in Lake Forest, Illinois
that runs parallel to tracks
leading to Chicago. 

In Cleveland, where I
found a new relationship
online in the first months
of the COVID lockdown,
and where I now sit out a
thunderstorm to write this
week’s column.

Throughout my modest
2020 odyssey, I have
found some importable
ideas that can be con-
verted into productive local
action. 

Meaning, of course, proj-
ects that could work to im-
prove the quality of life in
Hamtramck, making the
community a more attrac-
tive place to live, visit and
invest. 

Ideas are like seeds.
They need to be planted,
nurtured, grown, har-
vested. Money follows

smart ideas, not the other
way around. 

Hamtramck can attract
quality investors by first
opening an “idea bank,”
making regular, focused
deposits. 

Focused on the future,
that is. No successful, for-
ward-thinking community
merely slouches and scuf-
fles to survive day to day. It
must plan. It must execute
those plans to thrive.

There are examples out
there for attracting the kind
of investments that can
help Hamtramck grow into
a better future. I’ve seen
them up close, some in
communities with far fewer
assets than Hamtramck
possesses.

As the rain falls outside
my window, here are my
thoughts:

In communities big and
small that have an inter-
state highway cutting
through it, a business loop
leads travelers into main
streets and other commer-
cial districts. 

The local economy would
no doubt benefit from hav-
ing a designated “1-75
Business Spur” along Jos.
Campau, accessed from
Holbrook from the south
and Caniff from the north.

In truth, this should have
been done decades ago.

The I-75 corridor that
skirts the northwest edge
of the city has a checkered
past. When planning
began in the 1950s, it was
welcomed by city officials
as an effective “slum
clearance” measure, elim-
inating blocks of houses
on Dequindre and Nagel
streets, most of them oc-
cupied by African Ameri-
cans.

Original plans were for
the freeway to carve a path
through Highland Park, but
local leaders at the time
helped steer its construc-
tion a few blocks east,
through densely-populated
Hamtramck neighbor-
hoods.

A discrimination lawsuit
filed on behalf of displaced
families -- there and in an-
other part of town south of
Holbrook, where another ill-
fated, city-led urban re-
newal project displaced
more black families -- is in-
credibly only now tying up
loose ends after nearly 50
years in federal courts.

This stain on the city's
racial history should not be
forgotten. I was here, a
pre-teen witness to it hap-
pening in real time. 

This unfortunate history
is as old as I am, and will
remain a part of me for-

Continued from front page
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By Charles Sercombe
There was more grim

news during this week’s
mayoral chat on Face-
book.

During her now weekly
Monday Facebook talk
with the community,
Mayor Karen Majewski
said that, since last
week, the city’s COVID-19
cases have increased
once again.

Two weeks ago, the
number of cases was
373, with 24 deaths re-
ported. That was the
total for the past several
months when the coron-
avirus broke out.

But on Monday, Majew-
ski said the number of
cases here jumped to
430, with one more
death reported – an 83-
year-old woman.

“It’s unacceptable,
Hamtramck,” said Majew-
ski of this sudden surge.
“We all know what we
should be doing, but it
doesn’t look like we do.”

According to statistics,
Hamtramck and West-
land have become the
“epicenters” for the

spread of the disease,
the mayor said.

Majewski said there
have been complaints
from the public that
some stores and mar-
kets are not enforcing
the wearing of masks
and social distancing.
The city has been send-
ing inspectors to those
businesses, and they
have issued warnings.

Majewski said that if
warnings are ignored,
tickets and fines come
next.

On the good news side
of things, the mayor was
pleased to report that
the Hamtramck Post Of-
fice branch on Caniff Ave.
had re-opened, after a
brief closure.

The branch closed be-
cause a part was needed
for the “point of regis-
ters” in the office. As it
turned out, the city
loaned its IT person to
help the office replace
the part.

So, the office is now up
and running.

In other good news, the
mayor noted that renova-

tions at the historic Ham-
tramck Stadium have
made some huge strides
lately. A new infield was
recently installed.

The public is being
asked to stay off the field
as the grass takes hold,
until at least Sept. 19.

The mayor also re-
peated her plea for resi-
dents who have not filled
out their Census form, to
do so before the dead-
line for the national pop-
ulation count comes.

The Census occurs
once every 10 years.

At stake are federal
grants and political repre-
sentation in state and
national offices.

The more Census
forms that are filled out
in Hamtramck, well, the
more for Hamtramck.

Moving on: despite the
economic hit to many
cities, and the closings of
businesses because of
the coronavirus pan-
demic, there is a bright
spot in Hamtramck.

Majewski said there is
a new store that just
opened in Hamtramck,

called Nice Price, located
at Jos. Campau and
Poland.

The store, which had
its grand opening on
Monday, offers a variety
of goods.

In other news, parish-
ioners at St. Florian
Church will be losing a
beloved priest, Fr.
Miroslaw Frankowski, Ma-
jewski said. He has been
given a new assignment
in Los Angeles.

“He’s made an incredi-
ble impact on the com-
munity,” the mayor said.
“We will miss you so
much here.”

In a parting comment,
Majewski circled back to
the rising COVID cases in
Hamtramck, and urged
residents to take extra
precautions.

“We’ve got to get these
numbers down,” she
said.
(Mayor Majewski ad-

dresses the community
via the City of Hamtramck
Facebook page every
Monday at 8:30 a.m. The
broadcasts are available
for viewing at any time.)
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StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 98 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Sunday Service is now being held
Face coverings will be mandatory
Hand sanitizer will be on site

You will be seated with 6 foot social distancing
A complete list of safety guidelines will be 

provided
August 30 – Sunday Mass at 9:00 am

September 12 – Soup Kitchen
(For Take-out only) 2-4 pm

Everyone welcome!

Detroit Friendship House
clothes closet is now
open to the public

Free clothes for men,
women, children 

and babies.
Summer hours:

Tuesday 
3:30 PM- 4:30 PM

Thursday 
2:00 PM- 4:00 PM

Saturday 
9:00AM- 11:00 AM

For health and safety, you must wear a mask,
sanitize your hands at the door. Only one 
person is allowed in the closet at a time.

9540 Conant • Hamtramck 313-871-7443

In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Family of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special de-
posit is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincor-
porated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

Dickinson East 
Elementary
3385 Norwalk

(313) 873-9437
K – 6th Grades

Dickinson West 
Elementary
2333 Burger

(313) 365-5861
K – 6th Grades

Early Childhood 
Elementary

11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200

Pre K – 2nd Grades

Holbrook 
Elementary

2361 Alice
(313) 872-3203
K – 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley

(313) 892-3811
K – 8th Grades

Kosciuszko 
Middle School

2333 Burger
(313) 365-4625
7th – 8th Grades

Hamtramck 
High School
11410 Charest

(313) 892-7505
9th – 12th Grades

Horizon School
3225 Caniff

(313) 893-2214
9th - 12th Grades

n Award Winning 
Lego Program

n Award Winning 
Robotics Program

n District & State DECA Competitions

n National Honor Society

n Full Sports Program

n Full Day Kindergarten

n Honors & Advance Placement Classes

n Technology & Career Prep Courses

n Summer Recreation Programs

n Dual Enrollment

n AP Honor Roll Recipient

n Art, Music, Band

n Restorative Practices
n Positive Behavior 
Intervention System (PBIS)

Summer School 
Programs 
n Parent Engagement 
Programs 

nCTE Program
nVirtual Learning Programs

Enroll at Hamtramck Public Schools • 3201 Roosevelt
George Blankenbaker • Coordinator of Pupil Services

GBlankenbaker@hamtramckschools.org (313) 892-2036

ENROLL NOW

Mayor is alarmed at surge in
COVID-19 cases in Hamtramck

Fr. Miroslaw Frankowski
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Coming events
FRIDAY, Aug. 28, dusk – The Hamtramck

Recreation Commission will host “Movie in
the Park” at Pulaski Park (9625 Lumpkin). The
movie will be “Toy Story.” Social distancing will
be enforced. Bring your own chair or blanket.
The restrooms will be open.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the best prices.

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Call for Hours

She’s Back!
Call for Appointment

Thank you for your patience

ernment.
The conflict in Yemen

gets even more compli-
cated, Alhalmi said.
There is a division among
two Islamic groups, the
Shiites and Sunnis. On
top of that, Yemen is a
battlefield for a proxy war
between Saudi Arabia
and Iran.

The result is that the
populace becomes the
victims, Alhalmi said.

The Yemeni population
in the US is also divided,
he said.

“We’re not on the same
page,” Alhalmi said.

But there is one agree-
ment. The US must stop
selling arms to Saudi
Arabia, and allow Yemeni

refugees to come here.
The Trump administration
has banned refugees
from Yemen.

“This makes it more
difficult,” Alhalmi said.
“We can’t bring families
over here.”

After a couple of speak-
ers outlined the hard-
ships that Yemenis are
facing, a march began
from Veterans Park
through the streets of
the southend, where
most of Hamtramck’s
Yemeni community live.

Taking a cue from the
Black Lives Matter move-
ment, a chant, accompa-
nied by a snare drum
march beat, was re-
peated over and over:
“Yemeni Lives Matter.”

Yemeni community takes to the streets in
protest of war and famine Continued from front page

Councilman’s conduct once again
censured Cont. from front page

“didn’t f***ing know any-
thing” 

• That the employee was
“a little b****” 

• That the employee was
“not doing his job” 

• That the employee was
“just a f***ing kid and did-
n’t know anything” 

• That Perrotta “didn’t
want to f***ing hire” the
employee because the em-
ployee was “a f***ing kid
who didn’t know anything” 

• That the employee
“needed to f***ing figure
this out” 

• That the employee’s
decision about something
in which Perrotta had a
personal pecuniary inter-
est was “bulls***” 

• That Perrotta was
going to sue the city be-
cause of the employee’s
decision.

Perrotta is in his second
term on council, and re-
cently became a licensed
attorney.
(Editor’s note: Perrotta

was once associated with
The Review.)

Perrotta said he did in-
deed use “cuss” words at
the employee, and that he
acted inappropriately. But,
he said, he “immediately”
apologized and made
amends, and that subse-
quent to the June en-
counter has talked, and
even joked, with the em-
ployee just recently.

What sparked the inci-
dent, Perrotta said, was
that at first he was given
the go-ahead for the proj-
ect, but then after changes
to his plan he was denied,
but never given a written
explanation.

The Review, after being

told off the record who the
employee is, reached out
to that employee for com-
ment, but the employee re-
fused to confirm that they
were involved, or comment
on the matter.

The issue first came up,
publicly, in an explosive city
council meeting on Aug.
11.

It started with Perrotta
asking for a bill submitted
by the city’s legal firm, The
Allen Brothers, to be re-
viewed publicly. Perrotta
criticized the law firm’s bill
for one month, which was
$46,000.

He accused the firm of
overcharging.

“I think we’re getting
ripped off,” Perrotta said.

That prompted City Attor-
ney Jim Allen, who is the
senior partner at the Allen
Brothers law firm, to de-
fend the billing, saying he
has no control over what
the city gets hit with,
legally.

He said, for example,
that he recently had to
look into a possible civil
rights complaint that
stemmed from an elected
official berating a city em-
ployee.

Although Allen did not
name that elected official,
Perrotta jumped on that
reference and said he had
apologized for the en-
counter. The meeting dete-
riorated into shouting and
cross-talk.

Flash forward to Tues-
day’s council meeting, and
Perrotta said that the cen-
sure was politically moti-
vated to smear his
reputation, and he read
from a prepared state-

ment.
Emotions at this meeting

were considerably cooler.
Perrotta said that, while

his behavior “was not rep-
resentative of my con-
duct,” the city employee
was being used as a
“pawn” in an effort to “dis-
credit” and “destroy” him.

Perrotta went on to say
that the matter is a “de-
ranged effort to come after
me.”

Although he admitted his
behavior was inappropri-
ate, he also said that the
censure is “punitive, retal-
iatory and libelous.”

He added that the cen-
sure resolution was
“fraught with falsehoods,”
but he didn’t elaborate on
what those “falsehoods”
are.

Perrotta also reached
out to the community, call-
ing on more people to get
involved in civic affairs and
run for city council.

“They’re better leaders
than the ones you see
here,” Perrotta said.

Councilmember Nayeem
Choudhury dismissed Per-
rotta’s explanations, saying
that, had he behaved in
such a manner, he would
expect to be censured as
well.

“Here’s the thing, folks.
… The whole world is
watching,” he said.

But others came to Per-
rotta’s defense, saying that
he was under duress be-
cause of the COVID pan-
demic, and the effect of
having to keep his bar
closed, and losing rev-
enue.

“He’s a respected busi-
Continued on page 5

nated with street lights
at night, for 24/7 appre-
ciation.

Donations are still
sought to complete fund-
ing. You may donate in
person at the unveiling,
through PayPal at covi-
dart@onehamtramck.org,
or you can mail a check
made out to the group, to
OneHamtramck LLC,

3016 Trowbridge, Ham-
tramck MI 48212.

Those giving $50 will
receive a print of the art-
work; $100 will net you
that perk, plus your
name on the mural’s in-
formational display, in
recognition and thanks.

The old Shoppers
World building is located
in the heart of downtown,
at 9840 Jos. Campau
Ave., on the east side of
the street.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Support Local Businesses
Scenes from last Thurs-
day’s gathering at Veter-
ans Park in support of
Yemen.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

We can’t say this
enough.

If you haven’t filled out
your Census form, drop
everything you are doing
and go fill it out.

Why?
There are a whole

bunch of reasons why
you should, but we will
boil it down to this: The
more people who are
counted in Hamtramck,
the more federal funding
gets funneled this way.

How’s that?
The population size of

Hamtramck affects how
much we get in various
federal grants that cover
such things as street re-
pairs, infrastructure re-
pairs (like sewers) and
school aid.

We’ll just keep it that
simple.

As of this week, only a
little over 50 percent of
our known population

has participated in the
Census. We have to do
much better than that
before the federal gov-
ernment shuts down the
counting period, which
has been cut a month
short and will now end in
September.

In one final push to
make sure Hamtramck is
counted, Census work-
ers will be going to
households that did not
return Census forms or
go online to fill one out.

We know there are a
number of residents who
feel uncertain about par-
ticipating. Maybe they
don’t have legal status,
or maybe they are even
wanted by the law.

Doesn’t matter.
This Census informa-

tion is not shared with
any other government
agency.

OK, we know a number

of folks are not going to
believe that. Go ahead
and be skeptical.

But know this: You are
needlessly harming the
city’s ability to provide
services, so you lose the
right to complain. It’s a
two-way street here.

The Census happens
only once every 10 years
for an official nationwide
count. The United States
has been taking a cen-
sus for a couple of hun-
dred years.

This information has
created a fascinating in-
sight into our lives over
those many years.

Even if you are not a
citizen, or whether you
are here legally or not,
you deserve to be
counted.

Everyone, do your civic
duty.

Be counted!

Hamtramck needs to step
up its Census participation

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

The Hamtramck Review
Published every Friday

3020 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212  
Phone: 313-874-2100   Fax: 313-874-2101

www.hamtramckreview.com • email news@thehamtramckreview.com
Publisher:  John Ulaj • (248) 866-1110 •  julaj@thehamtramckreview.com
Editor: Charles Sercombe Office Manager:  Jean Ingenthron
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Councilman’s conduct once again
censured  Cont. from page 4

nessman,” said Rachel
Srodek, who is the sister
of Councilmember Andrea
Karpinski. “Everyone is
going through tough times.
Shame on the council for
bringing this up.”

Bill Meyer, who has been
a critic of the council,  said
that although Perrotta in
the past has “put his foot
in his mouth, and occa-
sionally, his whole leg,” the
use of swear words, partic-
ularly “the F word,” has be-
come so common in usage
that it is now “neutered.”

Councilmember Al-Mar-
soumi, who brought the
resolution forward, said

that Perrotta’s behavior
opened the city to a liabil-
ity.

“This is not the first time
that Ian has harassed a
member of government,”
Al-Marsoumi said.

The resolution passed 4-
2. Councilmembers Al-Mar-
soumi, Choudhury,
Mohammed Hassan and
Mohammed Alsomori
voted in favor of the cen-
sure, while Councilmem-
bers Perrotta and
Karpinski objected.

The censure also calls
for the entire council to get
training in workplace ha-
rassment, and that the

censure be publicly posted
in city hall and other “facil-
ities” for 45 days.

Perrotta’s previous cen-
sure in 2019 accused him
of verbally abusing an un-
named female city em-
ployee, and making
“disparaging remarks” re-
garding the sanitation
habits of the city’s immi-
grant communities.

Perrotta said at the time
that the earlier censure
was an attempt to
“smear” him, and that his
comments about immi-
grant communities were
taken out of context.

Here is the wording of
the censure regarding
the behavior of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta:

RESOLUTION 2020-
75CENSURING COUN-
CILMAN IAN PERROTTA 

WHEREAS, state and
federal law require em-
ployers to provide em-
ployees with a work
environment free of dis-
crimination, harassment,
and hostility on the basis
of employees’ member-
ship in certain protected
classes; 

and WHEREAS, it is a
stated policy of the City
of Hamtramck to follow
these state and federal
directives to provide a
work environment free of
workplace discrimina-
tion, harassment, and
hostility; 

and WHEREAS, em-
ployers have an affirma-
tive legal obligation to
take prompt remedial ac-
tion to correct incidents
of discrimination, harass-
ment, and hostility; 

and WHEREAS, city em-
ployees are under in-
creased pressure to
provide greater levels of
service with fewer re-
sources and incidents of
discrimination, harass-
ment, and hostility are
counterproductive to the
accomplishment of this
necessary workplace ob-
jective; 

and WHEREAS, elected
officials must lead by ex-
ample and be held to
even higher standards of
conduct than those that
simply meet the above
minimum legal stan-
dards; 

and WHEREAS, the fol-
lowing comments from

Councilman Ian Perrotta
directed to a valued and
dedicated employee of
the city violate the above
standards of conduct
and subject the city to
potential liability, in-
creased expense, and re-
sulted in the employee
being bullied: 

That the employee
“didn’t f***ing know
anything” 

That the employee was
“a little b****” 

That the employee was
“not doing his job” That
the employee was “just a
f***ing kid and didn’t
know anything” 

That Perrotta “didn’t
want to f***ing hire” the
employee because the
employee was “a
f***ing kid who didn’t
know anything” 

That the employee
“needed to f***ing fig-
ure this out” 

That the employee’s
decision about some-
thing in which Perrotta
had a personal pecu-
niary interest was
“bulls***” 

That Perrotta was
going to sue the city be-
cause of the employee’s
decision; 

and WHEREAS, Per-
rotta has essentially ad-
mitted this conduct and
has not even attempted
to offer a credible denial; 

and WHEREAS, Per-
rotta has bullied and be-
rated other employees,
contractors, and private
citizens, holding this
body up to disrepute, poi-
soning the work environ-
ment, and working
counter to the interests
of the city;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED by the City
Council of the City of

Hamtramck:
FIRST: That the City

Council condemns and
censures Councilman
Ian Perrotta for the
above conduct and for
making the difficult con-
ditions under which our
valued employees work; 

SECOND: That the
Hamtramck City Council,
on behalf of the City, for-
mally apologizes to the
affected employee Coun-
cilman Perrotta sub-
jected to the above
comments and any other
employee that has been
adversely affected by
similar conduct and com-
mentary; 

THIRD: That the Ham-
tramck City Council reaf-
firms the city’s
commitment to providing
employees and mem-
bers of the public with an
environment free of all
forms of bullying, harass-
ment, hostility, and
abuse; 

FOURTH: That, within
45 days of this resolu-
tion, members of the
Hamtramck City Council
attend training regarding
workplace harassment
and discrimination to be
recommended by the
city’s Human Resources
Specialist so that all
members understand
their legal obligation to
comply with state and
federal law as well as
city policy prohibiting
workplace discrimination
and harassment; 

FIFTH: That this cen-
sure be posted promi-
nently in city hall and
other facilities for a pe-
riod of 45 days immedi-
ately following its
passage. 

The official wording of the
Perrotta censure

Grand opening… De-
spite the economic set-
back caused by the
COVID-19 outbreak, life is
going on.

Here in Hamtramck,
businesses have been
struggling to survive – just
like in any other commu-
nity.

We now have a new
member in the business
community. On Monday
morning, city officials held
a grand opening for Nice
Price, located on Jos.
Campau and Poland.

The shop offers house-
hold goods, fabrics, cloth-
ing, and a whole bunch of
other things.

Check it out, and say
welcome to Hamtramck.

Traffic court… The
Hamtramck 31st District
Court has adapted to the
coronavirus scare by offer-
ing outdoor services for
those resolving traffic tick-
ets.

The court set up a tent
in Zussman Park Monday

morning, where folks with
tickets who just wished to
pay their fines could do so
while practicing safe dis-
tancing and enjoying the

fresh outdoors.
The court will be doing

this on Mondays for the
foreseeable future.

Hamtramck welcomed a new business on Monday,
Nice Price, on Jos. Campau Ave.

Hamtramck 31st District Court has your health and safety
on mind. Every Monday the court has traffic offenders pay
their tickets outside in Zussman Park to minimize contact
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Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

Closed Temporarily

Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner

Call Dave at 
(313) 874-2100 to
Place Your Ad!

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

John Ulaj 
Commercial Broker/Owner

A HUD 
Certified Agent

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help...

I buy properties in 
as-is condition for CASH!

By Alan Madlane
Isaac Robinson got

some of his due.
This past Friday, August

21, the late State Repre-
sentative was honored by
Governor Whitmer’s office,
with an order to have all
U. S. and Michigan flags
at the State Capitol Com-
plex, as well as those
within Mr. Robinson’s dis-
trict, flown at half staff.

Robinson passed away
on March 29 from compli-
cations of COVID-19, at
the age of 44. The honor
comes on what would
have been his 45th birth-
day.

After winning election in
2018, Isaac Robinson
served the people of De-
troit and Hamtramck in
Michigan’s 4th House Dis-
trict. He sat on the Com-
merce and Tourism,
Regulatory Reform, and
Tax Policy committees in
the legislature.

“Rep. Isaac Robinson
had a huge heart, a quick
wit, and a genuine pas-
sion for the people,”
said Gov. Whitmer.

“He was a fierce advo-
cate for Detroiters and
people across Southeast
Michigan. He dedicated
his career to ensuring jus-
tice and security for those

he served, and the impact
he had on his community
will continue to be felt for
years to come,” the gover-
nor added.

Robinson graduated
from U. of M., and re-
ceived his law degree
thereafter from North-
western.

Prior to holding elected
office, he worked as a
labor organizer, first for
health care workers with
the Service Employees In-
ternational Union, then for
the Michigan Teamsters
Joint 43 political program.

He also served the UAW
Legal Department as a
clerk, and logged time
with the U. S. House of
Representatives, the
Michigan House, and the

Detroit City Council.
"Rep. Robinson will be

missed by many, including
me,” Governor Whitmer
continued.

“It was an honor to
serve the people of Michi-
gan alongside him. My
deepest condolences go
out to his family and loved
ones, and to the people
of Detroit and Hamtramck
who elected him as their
voice in the House.”

Flags were to have re-
turned to full staff on Sat-
urday, August 22.

DOMBROWSKI
Gregory Dombrowski,

67, died unexpectedly in
his home in Hamtramck,
Michigan and was found
there on August 10,
2020.

Mr. Dombrowski was
born on February 8, 1953
in Hamtramck, the son of
the late Anthony and Ce-
cilia Dombrowski. Gregory
was also preceded in
death by his wife Kath-
leen (née Mazurek);
brother Frank Dom-
browski; and niece Julia
Dombrowski.

Gregory is survived by
his brother Raymond
Dombrowski; sister Bar-
bara Milke (Jim); sister-in-
law Joanne Dombrowski;
sister-in-law Loretta Loy;
nephews Duane, Douglas,
Jacob, and Eric Dom-

browski; and two grand-
nephews.

Gregory worked as a
“jack of all trades” in
maintenance for the City
of Hamtramck for many
years.

Cremation was
arranged in accordance
with the family’s wishes.
A burial service is pend-
ing at this time. A memo-
rial gathering will be held
at a later date. Donations
in Gregory’s memory may
be made to the Disabled
American Veterans,
Keane-Rankin Chapter #1

By Alan Madlane
The Hamtramck Histori-

cal Museum wants you to
know that local history isn’t
going out with the dodo. 

Certainly not because of
no corono.

A recent update from the
Friends of Historical Ham-
tramck and Greg Kowalski,
the Executive Director of
the museum, makes clear
that the facility is doing all
that it can to stay busy, vi-
able and diversified in
these challenging times.

They are not, they say, in
any immediate danger of
closing due to financial dif-
ficulties, which is great
news (nevertheless, you
can always help by going to
hamtramckhistory.org and
becoming a friend of the
museum – they have a
range of membership op-
tions).

Since they opened in
2013, they have continued
to add to their collections,
adjust and expand their
space, beautify their build-
ing, and redouble their out-
reach efforts.

While they have had to
postpone some of their

programming until, proba-
bly, next year, they have a
number of exciting things
in the works. They are
preparing to partner with
Wayne State University
again, on another archaeo-
logical dig on the site of the
old village hall (Jos. Cam-
pau and Grayling). The last
one unearthed a wide vari-
ety of interesting objects,
many of which are now the
property of the museum.

The museum is also
planning to assist a group
putting in a marker honor-
ing local tennis great Jean
Hoxie, who along with her
husband Jerry, established
the first tennis camp in the
U.S., in the 1940s.

Hoxie passed away in
1970. A spring dedication
ceremony is planned;
more details to follow.

The museum will once
again work with Ham-
tramck High School to par-
ticipate in some special
National History Day pro-
gramming. The last one
went very well, and brought
attention to both the mu-
seum and the school.

They museum will also

look to retain some of their
planned programming, with
an aim to putting it back on
in the spring. Some of the
events are: a Women’s Day
program, focusing on local
women of note; and a pro-
gram teasingly called
“Nope,” about some of the
wilder and crazier things
that have happened in the
city over the decades.

Lastly, if you’re a fan of
the boys of summer (or the
girls), check out the new
baseball recently donated
to the museum: it’s got the
entire 1956 Hamtramck
Little League team’s signa-
tures on it, a team that
made it all the way to the
A.L. Little League Champi-
onship before losing it (an-
other Hamtramck squad
would indeed win it all
three years later).

The ball was in the pos-
session of the ’56 team’s
head coach, Joe Bruno,
and was donated by his
son Tony.

Check it all out at the
museum, 9525 Jos. Cam-
pau Ave., or go to their
website at hamtramckhis-
tory.com.

Support Local Businesses

Despite setbacks by the coronavirus,
Hamtramck’s museum is busy

leanneconger@gmail.comOffice (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

DiamondRealty and Associates
63698 Georgetown
E. Washington Twp

$424,900 
Highly sought after

Stratford subdivision!
brick ranch blt in

2004, 3 bedrooms 
2 1/2 baths with a 
finished basement 

www.DiamondRealtyAssociates.com

Hamtramck Native/Specialist
Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer

3775 Newark • Attica Twp.
$199,900

Cozy Ranch on 1 acre with 3/ bedrooms,
1.1 baths and finished basement.

2922 Carpenter
Commercial Property $274,900

Commercial building with endless 
business opportunities.

3433 Yemans
$199,900

Incredible Brick 
home located
directly across
from Zussman
Park and City

42069 Queen Victoria Ct. • Clinton Twp. $134,900
Highly sought after corner unit!  Kitchen features Exotic
granite countertops, and ceramic floors in the kitchen

and dining room. Appliances are included!

Leanne 
Zaliwski-
Conger

84 Peter’s Path • Lapeer Twp. $249,900
Roomy open-floor concept that's great for entertaining, cathedral
ceiling in living room, eat-in kitchen w/island & custom-built solid
cabinets, hardwood/ceramic/high-end carpet & pad, full finished

basement w/daylight windows, bonus room, tons of storage.

2143 Trowbridge
$139,900

Two-family home 
features  a full basement,

separate front 
entrances, separate 

furnaces, HWH, gas meters
& electrical panels! 

New Vinyl windows and a
new tear-off roof!

3885 
Evaline

$119,899 
4 Beds, 2 Baths.
Great floor plan
features Living

room, Dining room,
two bedrooms,

kitchen and bath
on main floor. 

PEND
ING

PEND
ING PEND

ING

8645 Munrovia • Shelby Twp. $245,000
Move-in ready super clean Ranch w/ Extra 

2 car detached garage, Utica Schools and too many
updates & amenities to mention! 

36802 Orchard Lake • New Baltimore
$299,900

2230 Sq ft Move in ready, Split level, too many 
updates & amenities to mention! 

PEND
ING PEND

ING

Governor honors former
State Rep. Isaac Robinson

Former State Rep. Isaac Robinson, who recently died
while in office of COVID-19, was honored by Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer last week when she ordered state
buildings to lower their flags to half-mast.
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 8/28

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Unfurnished upper flat in
a nice neighborhood of
Hamtramck. 1 BR/BA, Liv.
Rm., kitchen plus 1 small
room, ideal for office or
storage. Completely re-
painted, carpets steam
cleaned and updated
electrical. Available Sept.
1 or sooner, no smok-
ing/no pets, $725/mo.
plus security deposit,
credit check and personal
references needed (ideal
for single person, student
or professional). Shown
by appt. only, 313-874-
2591. 8/28

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

3 BR downstairs, 2 BR up-
stairs, 2 car garage. For
more information, call
586-668-7865. 8/14

Hamtramck, Nagel St., 6
rooms, full basement,
needs work, 313-483-
0903. 8/9

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 8/28

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
2

/3
1

/2
0

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES
ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
Air Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Furnace & Boilers, Heating

Sewer & Drain Cleaning

10% Discount
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 

Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

A/C Start-Up
Inspections

Repairs, Cleaning & 
Freon Extra

$89
Must present coupon at the time of 

estimate. With coupon. Expires 9-4-20.
Must present coupon at the time of 

estimate. With coupon. Expires 9-4-20.
Must present coupon at the time of 

estimate. With coupon. Expires 9-4-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$150

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad fol-
lowing first publication. The newspa-
per shall not be liable for failure to
publish an ad, for a typographic error
or errors in publication except to the
extent of the cost of the ad for the first
day’s insertion. Adjustments for errors
is limited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred. We
reserve the right to classify, revise or
reject any classified advertisement.

Let Our 
Service 
Directory 

Do the Work 
For You! 
Call Dave 
(313) 

874-2100

Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Aug. 18-24.
Tuesday, Aug. 18

• A resident said that,
while walking at Fleming
and Casmere, a person in
a black Acura fired a BB
gun at him.

• A resident in the
12000 block of Dequindre
St. said that her boyfriend
took her vehicle without
permission. The vehicle
was returned several
hours later.

• At a little after mid-
night, a resident in the
12000 block of Selfridge
St. reported that her
boyfriend forced his way
into her residence.

• At 3:15 a.m., the
driver of a vehicle refused
to stop for officers, and
fled the scene.

• A Detroit resident re-
ported that their bicycle
was stolen in the area of
Holbrook and Latham.

• A hit-and-run was re-
ported at Berres and Jos.
Campau.

• A possible dog bite
was reported in the 12100
block of Charest St.
Wednesday, Aug. 19

• An agent for a Jos.
Campau Ave. business re-
ported that someone mali-
ciously damaged their
building.

• A Danforth St. resident
reported that someone
stole a package from his
porch.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested after a traffic stop
for being wanted on vari-
ous warrants.
Thursday, Aug. 20

• At a little after 2 a.m.,
a resident in the 11300
block of Fleming St. was
ticketed for violating the
city’s noise ordinance.

• A couple living in the
11500 block of Fleming
St. accused each other of
domestic violence.

• A Lumpkin St. resident
reported that a person
under a personal restrain-
ing order violated that
order.

• A Dyar St. resident re-
ported that someone cut
their cable television line.
Friday, Aug. 21

• At almost 1 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
after a police chase for
fleeing and eluding, pos-
Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

ROOM
FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon
Call (313) 874-2100
to place your ad

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED
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Continued from page 7

sessing an open intoxi-
cant, littering, driving with-
out a license and leaving
the scene of an accident,
among other charges.

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Lumpkin and
Commor.

• A vehicle stolen out of
Hamtramck was recov-
ered.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested for being wanted
on warrants.

• A resident was ar-
rested for being wanted on
a felony warrant.

• A resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for being wanted on a
Hamtramck warrant.

• A resident reported a
felony assault in the area
of Danforth and Lumpkin.
Saturday, Aug. 22

• A hit-and-run accident
occurred at Gallagher and
Yemans.

• At about 11:30 p.m.,
an Eastpointe resident
was arrested in the 12000
block of Nagel St. for at-
tempting a break-in, and
for resisting officers.

• A resident in the 2300
block of Commor St. re-
ported that someone dam-
aged their door.

• A business in the
9300 block Of Jos. Cam-
pau Ave. reported that
someone shoplifted sev-
eral items, and then fled.
Sunday, Aug. 23

• At about 1:30 a.m., a
resident of Wayne was ar-
rested in the 2700 block
of Yemans St. for being

disorderly.
• At a little after 2 a.m.,

a Detroit resident reported
that, while in the block of
11400 McDougall St., his
girlfriend sprayed him in
the face with pepper spray.

• At about 3 a.m., offi-
cers found an open garage
door in the 2600 block of
Commor St. Officers, along
with Guardian Alarm, were
able to make contact with
the owner.

• At about 11 a.m., a
Detroit resident was ar-
rested for attempting to
break into a house on Ye-
mans St.
Monday, Aug. 24

• At about 2 a.m., a res-
ident was arrested at Can-
iff and Conant for
misdemeanor offenses.

• A resident was ar-
rested after a traffic stop
for being wanted on vari-
ous warrants.

• A person reported that
they were assaulted in the
2200 block of Edwin St. in
a case of road rage.

• A person reported that
their car, while parked in
the 12000 block of Dyar
St., was maliciously dam-
aged.

• A resident in the
11600 block of Mitchell
St. reported a break-in.

• A suspicious situation
was reported in the area of
McDougall and Evaline.

• A person reported
that, while it the area of
Doremus and Conant, they
were bitten by a dog.
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ever.
Hear me out for what

might be a bold, dynamic
way to right an historic
wrong, an albatross long
gripping the neck of the
community.

Why not partner with
county, state and federal
agencies and create a
business loop through the
heart of the city and dedi-
cate it to the people of
color uprooted by the city’s
proven racial injustice? 

It can serve as an eco-
nomic development gener-
ator, as an act of civic
contrition and as repara-
tions for having wronged
scores of individuals and
families.

Taking cues from similar
city-initiated installations in
New York City and Wash-
ington D.C., the loop can
be named Black Lives Mat-
ter Blvd, with historical
markers and information
kiosks reminding visitors
of past mistakes, welcom-
ing them to a more inclu-
sive and equitable present
and future.

Perhaps State Represen-
tative-elect Abraham
Aiyash, who campaigned
on social justice issues,
can lead this initiative. 

A centerpiece of the
reparation effort can be
the now under renovation
Hamtramck Stadium at

Veterans Park, where the
Detroit Stars played in the
old Negro Leagues during
the 1930-31 seasons.

Expanding this idea, a
“heritage trail” could be
constructed leading from
the stadium and around
the city, allowing the walk-
ing and cycling public to
visit key spots of historic
interest. 

The trail -- using pro-
tected lanes in streets and
alleys, also serving to calm
motor traffic -- would lead
through Ducktown, the
once predominantly African
American neighborhood on
the city’s east end; the
south end, where the
Yemeni community began
to settle beginning in the
1970s; and the north end
of the city, where the
Bangladeshi community
began investing in residen-
tial and commercial prop-
erties along Conant
Avenue in the 1990s.

The Ukrainian American
community, once clustered
near Immaculate Concep-
tion Church on Commor
and McDougall, would be
represented on the her-
itage trail. 

Markers would be strewn
along Caniff, where Bosn-
ian refugees opened busi-
nesses and a cultural
center and mosque in the
late 1990s.

Sites scattered around
the city affiliated with Al-
banian culture and com-
merce would also be
included.

Nationally, Hamtramck is
best known, of course, as
a landing spot for Polish
immigrants. Many cultural,
religious and commercial
landmarks remain intact
and retain historic signifi-
cance well over a century
after Poles began to settle
here in the late 1800s.

Surely, a nod also can be
given to German immi-
grants who began farming
fertile Michigan soil in the
original township 200
years ago.

There is plenty to cele-
brate at the same time ac-
knowledging errors of
judgment that led to the
pain of discrimination and
displacement. 

Not to mention self-in-
flicted economic hardship
that has forced the city
into state-administered

emergency financial man-
agement on three occa-
sions during the past 50
years -- something that
could happen again if
Hamtramck cannot find
new revenue streams and
balance future budgets.

Celebrations of the good
opportunities provided and
reparations for injustices
served are not mutually ex-
clusive. 

If it is to not only survive
but thrive, Hamtramck
needs to act on both to
find its way into better to-
morrows.

More deposits into the
City Life idea bank in the
coming weeks. Until then,
stay safe.

Using words and pic-
tures, independent journal-
ist and Hamtramck native
Walter Wasacz practices
what he calls documentary
social geography. His col-
umn appears twice
monthly in the Review.

Continued from page 2


