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The year 2021 was a year of change…
Quick Hits
It’s the season
to give

By Charles Sercombe
You could safely say
that the past year has
been like no other one.
But then again, living in
Hamtramck has always
been a rollercoaster ride.
As we do every year at
this time, we will spend
two weeks looking back
over the highlights of the
year.
This week, we start with
the first six months, January through June.
So grab a cup of coffee
or tea, or whatever your
favorite beverage is, and
buckle your seatbelt.
Let’s take a look:

For example, the post
office on Caniff Ave. had
to close for several days
because their staff was
becoming infected as
well.
What really freaked
people out was the sudden removal of a number
of mailboxes, including
two in front of the post office. That prompted speculation – proof, some
thought – that the office
was closing.
Not so, said postal authorities. It turned out
that in two separate incidents, reckless drivers
crashed into the boxes. A
shortage of boxes led to
a delay in replacing them,
but new ones were eventually installed.
City parks were on the
mind of city officials, who
were seeking public input
into a five-year plan on

By Alan Madlane
It feels good to give,
doesn’t it?
And
who
couldn’t
stand to feel a little better right about now?
Here in the very midst
of this Season of Giving,
with good food and good
cheer flowing in mostly
equal measure, there
are those who need.
And there are those JANUARY
We started the new year
who help with trying to
with the ongoing threat of
address those needs.
Two shining examples Covid hanging over all of
of such Samaritanism us. In Mayor Karen Maare right here among us jewski’s weekly update
on the number of Covid
in Hamtramck.
And they could sure
use your help.
Detroit
Friendship
House is one of those
organizations. They are a
Baptist-ministered charity that focuses primarily on food distribution
to the needy, especially
through their pantry.
They currently distribute these edible goods
from their location at
9540 Conant Ave., Tues- The Coronavirus pandemic continued to infect residays and Thursdays from dents all last year, and it is still with us.
2 to 4 p.m., and Saturcases in Hamtramck, both upgrading existing
days from 9 to 11 a.m.
They
also
supply there were almost 1,700 parks, and creating new
clothes, Christmastime known at this time for the ones.
As it turned out, two
toys, and more, to the past year-in-a-half.
new
parks were creatTo illustrate just how
needy. Take them (or
ed:
Sarah
Garrett Park,
mail them) a check, rapid-moving this disease
made out to Detroit was and still is, over a on the I-75 service drive
Friendship House (9540 two-week period, the near Caniff, and a pocket
Conant Ave., Hamtramck number of cases rose by park on Trowbridge.
Although the coronavi200.
MI 48212).
rus
pandemic was still
Flash forward to now
Then, there are those
spreading,
Gov. Gretchen
who have advocated for December 2021), and we
Whitmer
allowed
schools
years for the city’s home- are almost at 4,000 casless cats: HCAT, or Ham- es, and there is no sign of to re-open in March for
in-person teaching.
tramck Cat Assistance a let-up.
The governor’s direcCovid was affecting our
Team. Led by the dynamic duo of Chris Wilinski lives in many ways. Be- tive, however, was not
and Heide Zdral, they are sides keeping many of us mandatory.
Hamtramck
Public
unable to do their terrific in a lockdown, Covid hit
fundraising Christmas us in all aspects of things Schools Superintendent
Jaleelah Ahmed opted to
we take for granted.
Continued on page 7
Beer,
Wine and
Spirits

wait.
In a statement on the
district’s Facebook page,
Ahmed said:
“At Hamtramck Public
Schools, the safety and
well-being of our school
community has been -and will remain -- our top
priority. While we are eager for students to return
to our buildings, we will
be continuing with virtual learning for all HPS
students out of an abundance of precaution for
our school community.”
District students have
not been in their schools
since the prior March,
when the governor ordered all schools to close
because the pandemic
was beginning to spread
aggressively.
Hamtramck said goodbye to one of the city’s
iconic landmarks: Hamtramck Coney.
George Gjokaj had been
manning the grill at Hamtramck Coney for the last
46 years.
At the time of his retirement, he was close
to 70 years old although,
to look at him, you would
never have guessed. He
looked at least 20 years
younger. Must have been
something special in
those coney dogs!

The space is still vacant, and there was remodeling done, but we
still don’t know what’s going to happen there.
In the meantime, we
are getting our coney fix

Pleasantrees marijuana dispensary was the first outlet to open in Hamtramck. Eventually there would be
a total of four sales outlets here in town.
at Maine Street restaurant.
The issue of allowing
recreational
marijuana
sales outlets to operate
continued with its up and
down saga.
City
councilmembers
did a reset on banning
marijuana sales outlets,
after receiving a voter-driven petition that
demanded a reconsideration on the matter.
In a complicated move,
the ban was modified to
allow the existing dispensaries to continue to
operate, while preventing

Hamtramck Coney owner George Gjokaj retired after serving some of the best coneys in the Detroit
area for 46 years at the corner of Jos. Campau and
Evaline.
George said of his decision to retire:
“It’s just that time. Forty-six years – it’s not a little time, it’s a lot of time.
I don’t want to be behind
a grill for all my life.”

OFFICIAL PIEROGI
HEADQUARTERS

any new licenses from being issued.
Hamtramck eventually had four dispensaries
open, with some of them
already in the works at
the time of the modified

BANQUET HALL
and CATERING

2934 Yemans • Hamtramck • 313-873-8432
www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

p.m.
Slowly, things came
back to “normal” during
the year, despite the increasing number of cases.

FEBRUARY

In a messy move, the
city council, at first voted
to allow voters to decide
on whether to approve a
special tax to pay for police and fire pensions.
But there was a misread of how the vote when
down – never mind the
sloppy details. The upshot was that the council
rejected allowing the ballot proposal to go forward
and to this day, the city
continues to burn through
its budget surplus to pay
for those pensions and
other expenses.
The city administration
warned that without the
tax, it is likely the city will
default on its pension
payments, which means
it will end up in court.
And if the past is any
guide, a judge will order a
special tax to be put on
property taxes to pay for
the pensions.
So, brace
yourself
homeowners: one way or
another, you will be payContinued on page 2

NEW TO THE MENU:
• Jalapeno Pierogi
• Cheeseburger Pierogi

Authentic Polish Food

ban.
The state’s Covid ban
on allowing restaurants
to open was modified to
allow them at no more
than 25 percent capacity,
and to be open only to 10

• Zapiekanki
(Polish Pizza)
• Czarnina
Authentic Duck Soup

Closed
Dec. 24 - 27

Merry
Christmas

UNIQUE POLISH BEERS

That was the day the varieties of styles.
folks at Mittens for DeThe need for cold2
Phone (313) 874-2100
Friday, December 24, 2021
troit once again donated weather clothing is great
We are an Active
hundreds of brand-new in Hamtramck. Many of
Parish Serving the
mittens and gloves for the the kids come from immiContinued from front page
Community
students to pick out and grant families who do not
ing.
tion grant for $6 million, electric-fueled
cars to be course.
keep.
have a lot of money to to special education stu- ter Commission. That
Road
repairs
Ham- Catholic,
plus the
City of Church
Detroit produced.
This on
year’s
party was dents. About 85 percent commission successfully
and Democratic
of Traditional,
97 Yearsin
Celebrating
The mittens and gloves spend
clothing.
GM plans,
in the
next scaled
back
the of Hamtramck students produced the city’s curtramck
a Parish
major Polish
shot National
kicking Catholic
in $5.7 Church
million.
Cross
Holygot
At the
verybecause
least, many
came
in a wide
assortNowak,
in the
TheJaroslaw
total for
thePastor
project several
years,
to
manustate
has
imposed
strict
Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev.
2311arm.
ment of sizes, styles and of them will now have live in households where rent charter, which updatwww.HolyCrossPNCC.com
313-365-5191
The roads
north and
comes to over $11 mil- facture
how
bars English is not first lan- ed the city’s original charwarm handsonand
ﬁngers.
colors. 40 percent of its guidelines
south of GM’s renamed lion.
cars
to
be
battery-powand
restaurants
could
ter that was, at that point,
guage spoken.
If a student wanted
Factory Zero (informally
GM recently renamed ered.
them in shocking blue or operate, in an effort to
For no
theproblem.
second year in reduce the spread of the
known as the Poletown the plant Factory Zero, to pink,
Hamtramck Academy
Plant) will be repaved, both reflect the new tech- a row,
Paczki
Day
wasn’t
disease.
Bars
and
restau11420 Conant St., Hamtramck, MI 48212-3134
The students were ushthanks to a Michigan De- nology being installed what
usually
is.
rants could still only
operered it in
class-by-class,
313-368-7312
PHONE 313-477-2869 FAX
partment of Transporta- there, and the new line of and
The they
blame?
COVID,
of
ate
at
a
maximum
of
no
hunched over
more than 25 percent ocOPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
cupancy.
Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 academic school year ends
Paczki Day was also
NEW LOCATION!
on another
2/28/2020
at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades K - 8
hit
with
setback:
40211 Mound Rd.
and
can
be
obtained
at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
a massive dumping of
586-250-9090 Call for Hours
866-NHA-ENROLL.
Should the number of applications
snow by
thecalling
day before,
and
www.Srodek.com
received
during open enrollment exceed available seats, a
9601 Jos Campau St.
then bitter
cold settling
Hamtramck, MI 48212
random-selection
drawing will be necessary. The drawing, if
in.
No
matter,
the
holiday
(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm,
wentneeded,
on – sort will
of. be held Paczki
on 3/12/2020
1:30 p.m.
in the
Multipurpose
Day was at
subdued
this year,
mainly
because of
Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm
It
looks
like
that
this
Area.
Applications
received
after
open
enrollment
will
be
accepted
the
ongoing
spread
of
Covid.
OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,
year, theon
party
will be in first-served basis for remaining open seats.
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
a first-come,
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
full swing. We’ll pay
for
Hamtramck’s
plan accordingly.
to decades old.
Waiting
lists
will be formed
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
the first round of Jezy.
He was an outspoken
begin replacing uneven
ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS
Hamtramck
public and cracked sidewalks hit critic of government offiNOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY
schools were getting a snag.
cials, and a fierce watchA wide variety of meats and imported groceries!
AS TO STUDENTS
ready to welcome back
A majority of the city dog on how taxpayers’
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.
Hamtramck Academy
admits
students
of any
race,
students.
money
wascolor,
spent.and
council
rejected
a proOur own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa
ethnicposal
originbytothe
all city
the rights,
programs,
But nationality
it would beordone
Mr. Zwolak
was a reguadmin- privileges,
only and
a fewactivities
students generally
at a istration
lar attendee
at city counto hireorthe
city’savailable
accorded
made
to students
at
We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horsetime, starting
March
2.
cil
meetings,
often
having
engineering
firm,
Henradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of intellectual or
WE SHIP
The
School
Board nessey, to identify which a better attendance reNATIONWIDE!
athletic
abilities,
measures of achievement or aptitude, disability,
OUR HOMEMADE
agreed to what was called sidewalks need to be reKrakowska
Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
status asPlan.”
a handicapped
a “Reconfirmation
placed. person, homeless status, English
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
Thatproficiency,
plan allowed
for
Hamtramck
has
not color,
had or national origin in
religion,
creed,
race,
sex,
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Head Cheese/Salceson
many more...
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
(4 Types)
Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
opening
classrooms
first
a
citywide
program
for
administration of its educational policies,10admissions policies and
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
to students who were or more years, back to
Smoked Bacon/Boczek
Crepes/Nalesniki
Biala Kielbasa
athletic or other school-administered programs.
just learning the English when officials targeted
language, then expanding sidewalk slabs that had
become upended by tree
roots.
• Assorted Coffee Cakes
That council majority
•
Old
Fashioned
Holiday
Fruit
Cake
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck
• Pierniki
which rejected the pro• Holiday Santa Cookies
posal did so because
• Tortes
of one thing: the cost to
• Honey or Rum Babka
• Assorted
Cookies
Robert Zwolak
HOLIDAY HOURS: Open starting Dec. 11, 8am-5pm • Sunday,
Dec. 19,
9am-4pm
property owners.
• Chrusciki
Thurs., Dec. 23 8am-5pm • Christmas Eve Dec. 24, 8am-3pm
It was estimated that it
• Kolackzi
Closed
Closed Christmas Day • Closed Sunday, Dec. 26 & Mon.,• Dec.
Halka27.
would
cost $175 per side- cord than some elected
Sunday
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls
walk slab, which home- officials.
• Cheesecakes
`
Covid struck again. This
owners would then have
time it was the cancelbeen responsible for.
Later in the year, the ation of the annual HamAngel Wings (Chrušciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes,
Music Fest.
council
agreed toCommunity
start tramck Food
Samaritans
Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas,
In an announcement
a modified program that
Assistance Program
Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, Jajecznica
would be funded by the about the cancelation of
(Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread with Raisins),
this year’s festival, orgacity. for Hamtramck Residents
Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)
nizers
said, on their Faceand Surrounding
Areas
Don’t Fo
rget
book
page:
MARCH
Your Fav
Bring proof of income, and picture ID
orite
“Once it is safe and
KSunday,
owalski M
Longtime
city
offieats
for th&e 22
cial Robert Zwolak suc- healthy to be with one
Downtown Hamtramck Dec.Ho15
lidays!
cumbed to pancreatic another again in large
www.NewPalaceBakery.com 10am-4pm
gatherings, we will restart
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread,Monday,
Cakes,
cancer, dying at age 79.
Dec. 23
Cookies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes
Mr. Zwolak was a for- plans for the next amazing
6am-6pm
mer city clerk, city coun- music festival, all while
Christmas Eve
cilmember, and he also keeping in line with our
December 25 – Solemnity of Nativity of our Lord 9 am
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr
Hamtramck
(Msza Sw. w j. polskim)Review
10 am
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist –
Blessing of Wine 10 am
January 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord 10 am
January 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name of Jesus 7 pm

The year 2021 was a year of change…
Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

Merry
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

313-872-1988

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

9833 Jos. Campau

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

8625 Jos. Campau

6am-4pm

Place an
Ad in The Review
Today
Call (313) 874-2100
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
CITY OF HAMTRAMCK
The City of Hamtramck is holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom to
receive comments from the public on the following topics:
The City Council will hold a public hearing for the purpose of an Honorary Naming of Winfield
Street between Evaline and Yemans Street as Mayor Karen Majewski, PhD. Street

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83006326532
Meeting ID: 830 0632 6532
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcBq0DX2u
Please note: In person City Council meetings are to be announced. Please check BoardDocs to stay
current on any changes.
Full and complete text of the changes is available on the City of Hamtramck’s website through Boarddocs.
The public is invited to view and comment on the amendment during the Public Hearing or to make
written comments before 4pm January 11, 2022 to the City Clerk at Rfaraj@hamtramckcity.com.
Rana Faraj
Hamtramck City Clerk

11am-12pm
Every 2nd Monday
of the Month
Continued on page 3
served on the City Char-

December 24, 2021

This week at the Library . . .

Merry Making Idea Kit: You are invited to take advantage of hoopla’s curated
Merry Making idea kit. Enjoy cooking
and crafting recipes, holiday music and
movies and more. Check it all out by visiting https://gomidwesttape.com/merrymaking and have yourselves a very merry
time.

Checkers Library TV: The latest episode of Checkers TV is devoted to New
Year celebrations.
Visit our website
(www.hamtrmck.lib.mi.us) and click on
Checkers Library TV under the Programs
tab.
Pick up a copy of the book: How have
we evolved as a species and what do these
changes mean for us today? Authors and
evolutionary biologists, Heather Heying &
Bret Weinstein, explore the layers of our
humanity in their new book “A Hunter
Gatherer’s Guide to the 21st Century”.
Join us on Friday January 21st to share
your thoughts about what these authors
propose.
Maintenance Break: The Library will be
performing equipment maintenance and
collection updates from December 27 to
December 30, 2021. During those days,

we will be closed to the public. We apologize for the inconvenience.
Richard Kipling: This British poet,
novelist, short story writer, best known for
his children’s stories such as the “Jungle
Book” was born on December 30, 1865 in
Bombay, India.
First Light Bulb: On December 31,
1879, Thomas Edison provided the first
public demonstration of his electric incandescent lamp at his laboratory in Menlo
Park, New Jersey.
First U.S. Bank of North America:
Confederate Congress granted a charter to
the first bank in December 31, 1879.
ESL Classes: There is a winter break for
the ESL classes from December 20, 2021
to January 3, 2022.
Current Library Operating Services: Present level of services provides for book
pick-ups, copying, printing, faxing, scanning, limited use of computers (with proper distancing) and limited stay in the library (with proper distancing). To print
files ahead of time please send attachments for printing to hamtramcklibrary@
gmail.com. Face masks are recommended.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog
Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Hamtramck Review
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Second Front Page

thony Majewski – no relation874-2100
to our mayor – in
Phone (313)
March of 1922.
This ﬁrst building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.
3
And here they are
today, 100 years of history behind them, peering into the future to see
what lies ahead.

The year 2021 was a year of change…
Continued from page 2
mission to raise funds to
purchase equipment and
supplies for Hamtramck
Public School’s Music
and Arts Programs.”
The festival typically
attracts thousands of
music lovers, and takes
place in over a dozen
bars, halls, restaurants,
and even in the public library.
For many bars, this festival represents a huge
money-maker that can
tide them over for the
whole year.
As mentioned, the festival also benefits the
public school district.
In previous years, the
festival has donated
roughly $10,000 worth
of supplies each year to
the public school district.
There’s been no word
yet on plans for this year.
The recreational marijuana business proved to
be a major money-maker
in the state.
And Hamtramck was
in line to receive a minor windfall in taxes and
fees from the city’s three
operating dispensaries.
That would be to the
tune of $28,000 per outlet – or, in other words,
$84,000.
The Michigan Department of Treasury issued
a report on how much
money was distributed to
the 38 communities and
counties that host marijuana dispensaries.
According to the press
release:
“For the state of Michigan’s 2020 fiscal year,
more than $31 million
was collected from the
10% adult-use marijuana excise tax. Combined
with fees, there was a total of $45.7 million available for distribution from
the fund.”
Michigan schools are
also getting a piece of
the financial pie -- make
that a piece of a gummy.
“Aside from the nearly
$10 million in disbursements to municipalities
and counties, around
$11.6 million will be sent
to the School Aid Fund
for K-12 education, and
another $11.6 million to
the Michigan Transportation Fund, upon appropriation,” the press release
said.
Hamtramck Mayor Karen Majewski welcomed
the additional revenue,
especially since the city
administration recently
presented a devastating
financial picture for the
city over the next several
years.
“I’m taking this as an
indication of what we can
expect next year, and it’s
very encouraging,” the
mayor told The Review.
Hamtramck, like dozens of communities in
Michigan, was in line to
receive a financial shot
in the arm.
The federal government
had announced a special
stimulus package for cer-

APRIL

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972

Hamtramck took its first
step in meeting a housing
Best quality for the
shortage.
best prices.
For the first time in deWalk-Ins Welcome!
cades, the city began sellCall for Hours
ing off its empty lots.
A first batch of 80 lots
9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
were put up for auction,
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.
with the understanding
that the purchaser must
build either a single-famIt’s Time to Pray,
ily housing unit, or else
The Hamtramck Music Fest had to bow out in March
Please Join Us
multiple-family housing
because of – you guessed it – Covid.
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
units.
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
The minimum bids for
Sunday School 10 a.m.
tain communities, and ganized, illustrated with
Everyone
is Welcome to Worship with Us
each
of
the
lots
started
Hamtramck was set to photos, and just plain
at $10,000.
fascinating.
receive $2.1 million.
Sunday, December 26 - Mass at 9:00 am
There
were
some
Solemnity of Humble Shepherds
This is his 10th book
But that amount won’t
strings
attached
to
the
Dec.
24
– Vigil of Nativity of our Lord Holy Mass 9 am
about
Hamtramck.
go far.
2
Hamtramck
Review
Phone
(313)
874-2100
Shepherds Mass
(Pasterka)
Midnight
offer:
You
had
to
be
able
The city council hit a reCity Manager Kathy AnDec. 25 – Christmas Day - Solemnity of Nativity
of our Lord Holy Mass 9am
gerer said it will be spent set on sidewalk repaving, to provide financial proof
Dec. 27 – Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle &
that
you
could
afford
to
on shoring up budget and came up with a new
Evangelist-Blessing of Wine 7 pm
develop the lot(s), and
Dec. 28 – Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs
shortfalls that are due plan.
Holy Mass 7 pm
We are an Active
The council initially also then get the city’s
to COVID’s impact on the
Dec. 31 – Solemnity of Holy Family Holy Mass 10 am
Parish Serving the
Jan. 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord
rejected a comprehen- approval for your housing
economy.
Holy Mass 10 am
design.
Community
“This is going to be sive citywide sidewalk
Developers had a year
Celebrating 99 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church
to show that a developHoly Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
ment is indeed underway,
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com
or else the city would reclaim the lot.
Continued from front page After
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nation,
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Former police chief makes a comeback
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Greg Kowalski
Angerer said.
Greg Kowalski, Executive Director of the
Hamtramck
Historical
Museum and a prolific
author sometimes fondly
referred to as “The Hemingway of Hamtramck,”
had yet another citythemed book out, and
this one was a dilly.
“Murder in Hamtramck:
Historic Crimes of Passion & Coldblooded Killings” was released in
mid-February. It covers
some of the more sensational such crimes
from between 1884 and
1978 (Kowalski cuts the
book off there, out of deference to any potential
relatives, friends or survivors of any more-recent
violence), and is well-or-
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Polonia Restaurant and The Review celebrate Christmas with friends

The Review wishes you a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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The year 2021 was a year of change…
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In Our Opinion

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

The repaving of Caniff Ave., from the I-75 service
drive to Jos. Campau, began.
you season
are a regular
the Ifregular
with a
reader
of
this
paper,
you
nine-game winning streak,
will
know
that
Hamand locked up the Michtramck
hasAthletic
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Mayor stresses the need
for emotional support
in these trying times
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Christmas Season 2021

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Stadium.
Here is what they had to
say about the latest development at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:
The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outﬁeld at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Hamtramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.
The Hamtramck Recreation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Hamtramck Stadium next week.
However, the baseball
ﬁeld is not quite ready for
play yet, as the inﬁeld sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.
Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
inﬁeld grass until then.
There will be an on the ﬁeld
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck ofﬁcials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education members, Hamtramck residents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media.

are very excited for Hamtramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.
Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.
It seems like only recently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.
Taking his place as Sergeant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.
Also new to the department is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.
Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualiﬁed homeowners and

renters.
According to the state
Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating
Credit helps cover utility expenses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is designed to aid senior citizens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”
Home Heating Credit applications must be received
by Sept. 30.
Typically, people sign up
by ﬁling a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
ﬁle a state income tax return to receive this assistance, and may submit the
application only.
The Home Heating Credit
application form can be obtained at www.michigan.
gov/taxes.
Continued on page 6
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The year 2021 was a year of change…
periences that I have had
here, and I am a better
public servant as a result,” he said in his resignation letter, submitted to
City Manager Kathy Angerer.
Gitschlag was clerk for
seven years, and during
those years there had
been a number of stormy
council meetings, with
some members yelling
at each other, and others
walking out of meetings.
Two Detroit teens were
arrested in connection
with a bomb threat at
Hamtramck High School.
Hamtramck Police Chief
Anne Moise released this

announcement:
“Thanks to the hard
work of Hamtramck Police
Detectives and the great
work and partnership
with Hamtramck Public
Schools, I am relieved to
report that two male juveniles from Detroit were
identified and arrested
today as being involved in
the bomb threat that was
called in to Hamtramck
High School yesterday.”
The Michigan State
Police bomb squad was
called in to help investigate. A police dog trained
in
detecting
bombs
walked through the school
and around the outside of

building, as well as around
the community center next
door to the school.
Police Chief Anne Moise
said that nothing was ultimately found.

project that the city has
been undertaking for the
past few years.
Alleys that were repaved:

Continued from page 5

police officers involved for
fear that some officers
would use that as an excuse to harass minorities.
Perrotta resigned after

MAY

A city parking lot on Caniff Ave. finally got some attention.
The lot, at McDougall,
had long been filled with
potholes, and probably
had not been repaved
since it was constructed
who-knows-how-many decades ago.
The repaving was part of
an ongoing alley repaving

The display of a pride flag in front of city hall drew
criticism.
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What
is our City Council up to these days?
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cool
thing and a
a.m. Holy Mass
city council agreed to a
gerer gave her bi-monthly 12 Mid
Councilmember
- Shepherds MassAndrea
(Pasterka)player of the Detroit Stars. gift to the city.’
resolution that took the
update
on
the
Census.
Karpinski
noted
that
St. He
played
In another ﬁrst step, the
Saturday, Dec. 25th
Christmas Day Solemnity of Nativity
of Our
Lordfor the team police
department out of
She stressed that the in- 9:00
Ladislaus
Parish
is
celefrom
1923
to
1931,
and
council
pushed forward on
a.m. - Holy Mass
the equation.
formation
residents
probrating
its
100th
anniverthen
in
1937;
the
1930an
update
of the city’s
Sunday, Dec. 26th
Solemnity of Humble Shepherds
Former Councilmember
vide will remain private 9:00
sary.
31 and 1937 seasons business licensing ordia.m. - Holy Mass
Ian Perrotta initially ofand will not be shared
The council thanked this were played with Ham- nance.
fered a resolution to adMonday, Dec. 27th
Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
with any government 7:00
summer’s
city
interns
for
tramck
Stadium
as
the
Also being updated was
pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
dress.
agency.
the work they performed. home ﬁeld.
the city’s grafﬁti ordiSeveral women objectServing
Hamtramck
Community
~
“It is locked down ~and
Thethefollowing
students
“Stearnes
won seven nance. The update ined to Perrotta’s resolution
protected,” Angerer said. were part of the annual home run titles in his ca- cludes holding property
because they did not want
“Everyone needs to re- summer intern program: reer, and hit more home owners more accountable
spond.”
Mohsen Hussain, Jackee’ runs in ofﬁcial Negro in removing grafﬁti from
According to the Census Jackson, Nadia Fahria, League games than any their property in a timely
Bureau: “The law requires Sumaiya Kalam, Sadia other player. He was in- fashion, or having them
the Census Bureau to Rahman
and
James ducted into the National face being penalized for
keep your information con- Zotkaj.
Baseball Hall of Fame in every day the grafﬁti reﬁdential whether it comes
They performed various 2000.”
mains.
from your response or tasks, included cleaning
Also adding support was
A lengthy discussion
from existing records.
up Veterans Park and Gary Gillette of the was held on allowing a
“While the Census Bu- painting no parking zones Friends of Historic Ham- Livonia-based company,
reau may receive informa- on curbs along Conant tramck Stadium.
NYX, which manufactures
tion from other agencies, Ave.
“This naming would pro- automotive interior parts,
the law prohibits us from
One major task they un- vide a distinct, memorable to reserve up to 16 parksharing individual data dertook was organizing identity for the ﬁeld within ing spaces at Zussman
back. This is a one-way police records, some of a name that continues to Park, speciﬁcally on Windata exchange.”
which went back to the recognize the history of ﬁeld St.
Only 56 percent of the 1900s.
the City of Hamtramck.
The company employs
city’s residents have par“You guys did a wonder“Naming the ﬁeld in over 4,000 employees, of
ticipated in the Census.
ful job,” said CouncilmemA “congratulations” was ber Nayeem Choudhury.
sent to the city from the
During public comment,
University of Michigan, for Robert Zwolak urged the
its improvement in sup- council to hire an in-house
porting economic develop- attorney as a way to rement.
duce legal costs.
In the council’s agenda
The council took the
package, it was said that: ﬁrst step in ofﬁcially nam“In the last year, our sta- ing the Hamtramck Status changed from 3 stars dium ﬁeld in honor of
to 4 stars due to the ﬁne legendary player Norman

Holy Cross Parish

City Hall Insider …

ment said proper procedure was followed, there
were some in the community who called for the
hiring of social workers to
deal with such matters.
About 50 people gathered in Zussman Park to
protest the ongoing clash
between Israelis and Palestinians.
There had been worldwide protest over Israel’s
bombing of buildings in
the Gaza Strip in the name
of eradicating Hamas.
The Israeli government
says that the targeted
bombings began after
Hammas first started
bombing Israeli cities.

his resolution was postponed – accusing his fel- JUNE
low councilmembers of
For the first time ever,
being “all dicks and no city officials recognized
Friday, September 18, 2020
balls.”
June as “Pride Month.”
This time around, CounBut later in the month,
cilmember Fadel Al-Mar- there were protests over
which a few hundred live the company, and found
soumi offered a version a proposal to fly the gay
in Hamtramck.
that it recently recorded
that would offer training pride flag on the city’s flagIt was noted that many over $600 million in earnfor city officials, employ- pole in Zussman Park. The
of the residents have no ings.
ees, and residents of flag was displayed, but the
reliable regular transportaLiable conﬁrmed that ﬁgHamtramck.
issue
into
a camtion, and that the com- ure, evolved
and said
this
year’s
That amended reso- paign issue in the council
pany is offering to shuttle earnings are expected to
them from Hamtramck go “north” of that amount.
and back. The parking
The deal for reserving
spaces would be reserved the parking spaces would
for company vans.
come with a $1,000 payDaniel Laible, the Chief ment to the city each year,
Financial Ofﬁcer of the as well as $5,000 each
company, said this parking year toward city events.
location is ideally situated
Perrotta said that, confor his employees to get sidering the company’s
to.
proﬁts, the city should deIn a letter to the city, mand more in compensaLaible said that the lack of tion.
reliable transportation is
“It’s such an unfair
Residents
gathered
in Zussman
Park Perrotta
to protest the
the “number
one reason
deal,”
said.
treatment
of
Palestinians.
our employees have is- “There’s nothing comsues with attendance, and pelling for Hamtramck to
lution was unanimously and mayoral elections.
the number one reason do this deal.”
passed.
Hamtramck woman
our employees are forced A Councilmember
KarpinSome of the women and a Detroit-based voting
to leave their jobs.”
ski, in noting the limited
who initially rejected the rights organization filed a
Councilmember Choud- number of parking spaces
wording of Perrotta’s reso- lawsuit in federal court,
hury had reservations on the street, suggested
lution praised the council. saying that the city failed
about giving over the park- reserving spaces at an“It’s really awesome to
provide
accuratelot.
Bening spaces, but would sup- toother
city parking
see this body taking seri- gali-language translations
port it. He said that the
City Manager Angerer
ously community voices,” in the 2020 elections.
city will have to monitor said that offering rides to
said Kit Parks.
The matter
eventuhow nearby residents work
keepswas
Hamtramck
Speaking of police offi- ally resolved, and a new
react.
employees employed, and
cers, Hamtramck’s police translation was agreed
“I just don’t like to inter- that they, in turn, are able
department came under on.
fere with the residents,” to pay city income taxes.
criticism over three offiWell,
does it to
forwatch
the
he said.
Shethat
promised
cers’ handling of a men- first six months of 2021.
Councilmember Ian Per- what develops with the
tally disturbed man in Vet- Come back next week for
rotta said he researched Continued from page 8
erans Park.
Part Two.
Although the depart-

31800 Northwestern
Hwy, Suite 200
Coming
Events

GNIEWEK
Beverly Ann
Gniewek, 69,
died September 5, 2020.
Bever ly
Gniewek was an adoring
sister, aunt, and matriarch
of the Gniewek family.
She passed away peacefully Sept. 5, 2020, surrounded by her loving
family. She is survived by
brothers, Jeff (CoreyAnn)
and Brian; nephews,
Kevin (Kelly), Ryan, and
Payne (Susie); nieces,
Amy (Tommy) and Brittany; great nephews,
Charlie and Landen; great
niece, Kendall. She was
preceded in death by her

teaching for 47 years.
Her students were her
children. She may have
been a “not so good”
bowler but she loved the
camaraderie and joy of
being with friends and
family. She was a loving,
kind and faithful friend,
and loved her family
above all others.
A funeral Mass in celebration of her life will be
held at 12:00 noon, on
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2020
at St. Florian Roman
Catholic Church, 2626
Poland St., Hamtramck,
MI 48212. In lieu of ﬂowers, please send donations to the American
Cancer Society or the
charity of your choice in

Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248-866-1110
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Get It Sold in the
Real Estate Corner
Call Dave at
(313) 874-2100 to
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John Ulaj
Commercial
Broker/Owner

A HUD Certified
Agent

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Drowning in Mortgage Debt?
I Can Help... I buy properties in
as-is condition for CASH!
Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!
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APARMENTS &
FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

11413 Joseph Campau,
1 BR, living room, kitchS en, full bathroom,
HOUSE washer/dryer, 1FOR
or 2RENT
adults, no
pets, free heat + water,
au, 3869 Fredro, single fam$750 mo., $1000 deposm., ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
it, Nick, 313-402-4488.
+ Dianne, 248-818-6542,
12/17
ee 248-818-8378.
ROOM
wo
FOR
RENTsingle famDwyer,
02- 13446
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
Room for rent, utilities inor Dianne, 248-818cluded, no pets, 313-2906542, 248-818-8378.
1095. 12/24

12619 Charest, Detroit,
2 br., also 13141 ChaHOUSE
12/24
rest, 313-399-1579.
FOR SALE

Polonia Restaurant now
hiring kitchen & wait staff,
Great,RETAIL/OFFICE
fun environment.
SPACE FOR preferred,
RENT
Experience
2935 Yemans, HamNewly remodeled ready to
tramck, contact Andrew
move in, new floors, new
313-873-8432. 12/31
lighting, walls and bathfor retail or ofroom, greatHELP
WANTED
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam586pau, Hamtramck,
Sales
representative,
Ex9/25
222-7304.
cel computer person, drywall installer/handyman,
HELP 1/7
313-434-9759.
WANTED

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
YOURUpstairs
AD HERE
1 br., livkitchen.
ing rm., kitchen, 586-6342502.

Phone (313) 874-2100

Place an
Ad in
The Review
Today

spaghetti dinner this year
(COVID, what else), so
their need is greater than
ever.
Go to their GoFundMe.

com page and make a
donation if you can. Help
them by promoting them
as a tax-deductible option
to other cat lovers you
may know.
You’ll feel as warm and
fuzzy as the kitties they
help so very much.
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perienced
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• No incident report was
experience,
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EATING &
OOLING

PELAK

Thursday
at Noon
Call (313)
874-2100
Call (313)
874-2100
to place
your ad

Service Directory

BROTHERS
Deadline for classifieds
HANDYMAN
for next week is
SERVICES
Thursday at Noon
ALL HOME REPAIRS
PLUMBING & HEATING
Call
(313)
874-2100
HEATING &
Interior • Exterior
12-31-21

BISAGA

(313) 371-3766
(313) 365-8630
(586) 649-6300

COOLING

Service
Directory
Day Service ★
★ Fast Same
Furnace
Start-Up

$

89

313-365-4913

Drain
Cleaning

(313) 371-3766
$(586) 649-6300

1075
Let
H Fast
Same Day Service
H Our
175
$
89
$
Service
89
BROTHERS 175 1075 Drain
Let Our
Directory
HANDYMAN
Cleaning
Service
$ the Work
SERVICES
Do
$
1475
Directory
225
ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior • Exterior
Do the Work
For You!
For You!
BISAGA
Call Dave
BISAGA
Call Dave
PLUMBING
& HEATING
(313) 365-8630
365-8630
313-365-4913
(313) (313)
(313)
248-835-3352
874-2100
5-3352
874-2100
$

Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Not valid with any other oﬀer.

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

12/31/20

12/31/20

Must present coupon at the time of
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Licensed & Insured

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com
DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
Available! Call
for Details
10%

Service • Installation • Repairs

Advertise Your Business in the
Service Directory Call (313) 874-2100

POPOVSKI

Hamtramck Review

8

Phone (313) 874-2100

Merry
Christmas

Friday, December 24, 2021

Happy
Holidays
and

Happy
New Year

15 pc
Boneless Wings
& Large Cheese Pizza

2 SLICES
PIZZA
and a can drink

3

Mohammed
Hassan

20

$ 99

$

+ tax
11am-2pm

Councilman

Knights of Columbus

Toppings additional

99

Cardinal Mercier Council 2723
— Since 1930 —

+ tax
All Day

from D

A Catholic mens organization. We meet every
Tr
2nd Wednesday of the month at PLAV PostHamtramck
6 at 7
p.m. If interested, email KOC2723@yahoo.com or
send to P.O. Box 12459, Hamtramck, 48212.

11401 JOSEPH CAMPAU AVE. • HAMTRAMCK
WINGS • FINGERS
COMBOS
• PIZZA • BURGERS
5 WINGS
3 FINGERS
SUBS • WRAPS
Flavor • 1 Dip
leads
to a store $1099 Boneless 1Fries
& Drink
• SALADS

ft
ployee
being
313-469-9464
ck by a car

313-4MY-WING

1 Flavor • 1 Dip, Fries & Drink

$

99
DiamondRealty
and Associates
10

$

ADD 5 FOR $5

1199 Traditional
ADD 5 FOR $6

3 LITTLE

www.thewingfellas.com

$

1099

$

1099

$

Sell Your
Home for
Top Dollar!

TEXAS DON

the employees in the FELLAS
es Sercombe
(2 FINGERS ANY
FLAVOR OR STEAK)
(Chicken Slider)
process
of ﬂeeing.
nch-like ONLINE
criminalORDER
AVAILABLE
Fries & Drink
1 Flavor, Fries & Drink
The car, as it turned out,
almost turned a
t into a homicide. had also been reported as
14207 Castle
Brick Ranch with attached garage on
ng to a press re- stolen, from out of Detroit.
Warren
largest lot in cul-de-sac! Full ﬁnished
$209,900
basement and three seasons room.
The suspect is further
ued bywingfellas_hamtramck
the HamHALF
CHEESE
described as a black male,
olice Department, thewingfellas
BIG FELLA
2315 Yemans
oyee at a Metro about 6-foot, 1-inch tall, BURGER
$137,500
SUB
e at 3525 Caniff 220 pounds, with a Fries & DrinkAmazing completely
1 Flavor, Fries & Drink
reported
that he medium to dark complexupdated single
Hours of operation: Monday-Friday 10:30am-11pm
family that could be
ion,
having
a
goatee
or
struckSaturday:
by a vehi12pm-11pm • Sunday: 12pm-10pm
easily converted to two
mustache,
chasing the susfamily! Located in the
Winter hours
may vary and wearing a
heart of Hamtramck.
black
skull
cap,
a
Nike
icle was driven by blue/gray/white
who had just hoodie, blue and gray Nike
2707 Trowbridge
$89,900
a purple Samsung sweat pants, and black and
9 and run out of white Nike shoes.
Single family home
There was no further inwith great location!
ees ran after the formation abut the extent
Backs up to St.
Ladislaus Church
who got into a of the employee’s injuries.
Anyone with information
5 Honda Accord,
Michigan license is asked to call Detective
VD06, and then Luigi Gjokaj at (313) 800ay, striking one of 5269.

99

10

$

99

10

Leanne
Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Visit www.DiamondRealty-Associates.com
for more information
451 Miller Rochester Condo - $124,900..............................PENDING
2342 Hewitt - $49,900........................................................PENDING
3965 Caniff - $199,900 ......................................................PENDING
2947 Belmont - $124,900 ..................................................PENDING
9503 Mitchell - $149,900 ........................................................SOLD

3321 Doremus
$119,900
Great curb appeal
and pride of
ownership!
Hardwood ﬂoors,
formal dining room
and newer kitchen!

3433 Yemans
$224,900
Incredible Brick
home located
directly across
from Zussman
park and City
Hall!

3426-28
Evaline $119,900

D
L
O
S

2-Family home,
lots of updates,
with basement

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

n Award Winning Lego

n Honors & Advance

Program
n Award Winning
Robotics Program
n District & State DECA
Competitions
n National Honor Society
n Full Sports Program
n Full Day Kindergarten
n Summer Recreation
Programs
n Technology & Career
Prep Courses

Placement Classes
n Dual Enrollment
n AP Honor Roll Recipient
n Art, Music, Band
n Restorative Practices
n Positive Behavior
Intervention System (PBIS)
n Parent Engagement
Programs
n Adult Education Program
n Career and Technology
Education (CTE Programs)

Theft leads to a store
employee being
struck by a car

By Charles Sercombe
A Grinch-like criminal
suspect almost turned a
store theft into a homicide.
According to a press release issued by the Hamtramck Police Department,
an employee at a Metro
PCS store at 3525 Caniff
recently reported that he
had been struck by a vehicle while chasing the suspect.
The vehicle was driven by
a man who had just
grabbed a purple Samsung
Galaxy S9 and run out of
the store.
Employees ran after the
suspect, who got into a
2005
Honda Accord,
n Award Winningblue
Lego
Program
with
a
Michigan
license
n Award Winning Robotics Program
plate 4LVD06, and then
n District & State DECA Competitions
drove away, striking one of
n National Honor Society
n Full Sports Program

Enroll at
Hamtramck
Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt

(313) 892-2036

Dickinson East Elementary
3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K – 6th Grades

Holbrook Elementary
Kosciuszko Middle School
n Full Day Kindergarten
2361 Alice
2333 Burger
n Honors & Advance Placement Classes
(313) 872-3203
(313) 365-4625
Prep
Courses
K – 8th Gradesn Technology & Career
7th – 8th
Grades

Dickinson West Elementary
2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861
K – 6th Grades

Hamtramck High School
Tau Beta School
n Dual Enrollment
3056 Hanley
11410 Charest
n AP Honor Roll Recipient
(313) 892-7505
(313) 892-3811
n
Music,
Band
Art,
K – 8th Grades
9th – 12th Grades

Early Childhood Elementary
11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200
Pre K – 2nd Grades

the employees in the
process of ﬂeeing.
The car, as it turned out,
had also been reported as
stolen, from out of Detroit.
The suspect is further
described as a black male,
about 6-foot, 1-inch tall,
220 pounds, with a
medium to dark complexion, having a goatee or
mustache, and wearing a
black
skull
cap,
a
blue/gray/white
Nike
hoodie, blue and gray Nike
sweat pants, and black and
white Nike shoes.
There was no further information abut the extent
of the employee’s injuries.
Anyone with information
is asked to call Detective
Luigi Gjokaj at (313) 8005269.

n Restorative Practices
Horizon School
n Positive Behavior Intervention System (PBIS)

n CTE Program

3,212 Sq Ft home built in
1996 sits on 16 acres and
has a ﬁnished basement.

leanneconger@gmail.com

Diam

Dickinson East
14207 Castle
Brick Ranch with attache
Elementary
Warren
largest lot in cul-de-sac!

3385
Norwalk basement and three sea
$209,900
(313) 873-9437
K –2315
6thYemans
Grades

$137,500
Dickinson
West
Amazing completely
Elementary
updated single
family that
could be
2333
Burger
easily converted to two
(313)
family! 365-5861
Located in the
of Hamtramck.
K heart
– 6th
Grades

Early Childhood
2707 Trowbridge
Elementary
$89,900

11680 McDougall
(313)
Single 891-3200
family home
location!
Prewith
K –great
2nd
Grades

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

n Summer Recreation Programs

3225 Caniff
893-2214
Summer School (313)
Programs
9th - 12th
Grades
n Parent Engagement
Programs

Thornville Road
Metamora Twp.
COMING SOON!

Backs up to St.

Holbrook
Ladislaus Church
Elementary

Office (810) 375

2361 Alice
(313) 872-3203
K – 8th Grades

Tau Beta School
3056 Hanley
(313) 892-3811
K – 8th Grades

Kosciuszko
Middle School
2333 Burger
(313) 365-4625
7th – 8th Grades

Hamtramck
High School

11410 Charest
(313) 892-7505
9th – 12th Grades

Horizon School
3225 Caniﬀ

