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For Hamtramck teachers, a new
contract is about seeking respect
Quick Hits
Fundraiser
for new
Campau
flags
By Alan Madlane
Is there spaghetti in
your future?
Well, there certainly
could be, if you choose to
attend a special fundraiser dinner, in late March,
that’s being put on by the
Joseph Campau International Flagpole Project.
They’re hoping to ultimately raise about
$3,500, to replace 18
weather-worn American
flags that are flown, at
appropriate times, along
the city’s main northsouth street. The old
flags are too weather -and sun-beaten to be salvaged.
The date, times and location are as follows: Saturday, March 26, any time
from 3-7 p.m., at the Post
10 PLAV Hall, 11824 Joseph Campau (between
Casmere and Commor,
on the east side of the
street).
There will be spaghetti
with meat sauce, as well
as a vegetarian option
and a halal option. They’re
also planning to get some
garlic cheese toast on the
bill, and the Moose Lodge
will be providing salad as
well.
Continued on page 5

By Charles Sercombe
“Dignity” was the word
of the day for Hamtramck
Public School District
teachers on Monday afternoon.
About 40 teachers held
a short rally outside the
district’s administration
building to kick off new
contract negotiations that
took place after the rally.
While no one said that
this year’s negotiations
are going to be hostile,
there were plenty of complaints heard about the
administration over the
past two years.
Although no names
were mentioned, teachers
have been complaining
about the management
style of Superintendent
Jaleelah Ahmed and Michelle Imbrunone, the
district’s head of Human
Resources.
Teachers and administrators complained about
position reassignments

A look
back at her
service
By Alan Madlane
Karen Majewski served
the city of Hamtramck for
18 years, first as a city
council president, and
then16 years as mayor.
As such, she accrued an
insider’s knowledge of the
workings of this city that
can scarcely be matched.
She lost her re-election

Hamtramck Public School District teachers held a rally Monday to kickoff the
beginning of contract talks with the HPS administration. Teachers are seeking a
pay raise as well as a say in management.
that made no sense, or
seemed punitive against
those who spoke up.
Both took a medical
leave last October, and
Ahmed is still on leave.
It’s not known what the
status is of Imbrunone,
and school officials won’t
say.
On hand was David

Hecker, the Michigan
President of the American Federation of Teachers, who said Hamtramck
teachers have suffered
through the “last few ridiculous years.”
Interim Superintendent
Nabil Nagi is now leading the district. Teachers
have praised Nagi for im-

proving their work environment, and opening up
lines of communication.
Nagi told The Review
that he looks forward to
working with the teachers, and settling on a contract that is fair.
“We will be working with
our partners to find comContinued on page 2

Karen Majewski
bid last November, and we
recently caught up with her
to talk about her experiences.

The Review: Many in
Hamtramck are probably
somewhat familiar with
at least some of the elements of your backstory
– but then, there are probably also many who are
Remains,” which explores not.
six such modern archeoCould you fill our readlogical sites she and her ers in, just briefly, on the
students have studied.
formative years that led
The sites covered in- up to your first taking ofclude the Blue Bird Inn, fice in the city, as a counGrande Ballroom, Little cilperson? Had you been
Harry’s Speakeasy, Gor- in any type of governance
don Park, the Ransom situation prior to that?
Gillis House and the log
Karen Majewski: I startcabin found -- then lost -- ed public service in Hamjust north of Hamtramck. tramck as an appointee to
Many folks remember the Historical Commission,
Continued on page 2
Continued on page 6

‘Detroit Remains’ takes
a dive into area’s
archeological sites

Wayne State University professor Krysta Ryzewski
(second from left) recently held a launch of her new
book “Detroit Remains” at the Hamtramck Historical Museum.
Beer,
Wine and
Spirits

By Greg Kowalski
Think of archeology, and
you probably won’t think
of hot jazz and ballroom
dancing.
But in Detroit, a city
just over 300 years old,
such modern concepts -and more -- do serve as
fascinating archeological
subjects. Wayne State
University professor Krysta Ryzewski shows that,
in her new book “Detroit

OFFICIAL PIEROGI
HEADQUARTERS

NEW TO THE MENU:
• Jalapeno Pierogi
• Cheeseburger Pierogi

Authentic Polish Food
BANQUET HALL
and CATERING

2934 Yemans • Hamtramck • 313-873-8432
www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

• Zapiekanki
(Polish Pizza)
• Czarnina
Authentic Duck Soup

UNIQUE POLISH BEERS

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!


The following limited services are now
available:
2
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Book drop-off and pick-up

For Hamtramck teachers, a new contract is about seeking respect
Continued from front page


mon ground that gets all so far,
going into negations a sudden teacher shortstakeholders to a better “feels really good. I’m ex- age here.
One teacher at Hamplace,”
Nagi said. “Our cited. … The last few years
• 
table is not going to leave have been tough. We can’t tramck High School said
• 
anyone
behind. We have go on like this.”
that conditions at that
amazing partners, and
Over 20 teachers and school are strained, and
look
forward to coopera- staff members voted with that “the bleeding (of em
tion,
collaboration, and their feet over the past ployees) is beginning.”

commitment throughout year, and left for other
It was also said that a

our conversations.”
jobs.
recent poll of HPS teach
The
president of the
That mass exodus, cou- ers revealed that 50 perHamtramck
teachers’
pled with teacher short- cent of them are consid
union, Toni Coral, said that, ages nationwide, caused ering to leave the district

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

for other jobs.
looking for in their new teachers want, among
Computers
are
available
only. other
Pleasethings,
several
Coral echoed that when contract? by appointment
call
(313)733-6822
attachments
for printing
to:
say in professional
she read
what
her openTheSend
simple
answer: more
development, as well as
ing statement will be hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
for More money.
the first negotiation ses“That’s the kind of in the hiring process of
Wearsaid
a mask
keep us all safe.
administrators.
sion. She
that and
the practice
respect social
you distancing
deserve,” to
Coral
predicted
that the
district To
is “on
the verge
Hecker
said.
increase
internet
access
through Hamtramck,
the
library is
teachers
will
have
a new
of collapse.”
But
it
is
more
than
just
a
now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
contract
spring break.
So what
teachers
issue.
saiddevices
takeare
home.
These financial
small and
easyCoral
to use
arebyportable

and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,
such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones.

‘Detroit Remains’ takes a dive into
area’s archeological sites
Continued from front page

Ryzewski is quite familthe Grande Ballroom, at the Hamtramck Historiiar with Hamtramck. She
and probably have seen cal Museum.
About 70 persons (all led two archeological digs
the Ransom Gillis House
in Brush Park, which was properly masked) at- in the city in recent years
remarkably restored. But tended the event, which at the site of the former
almost forgotten is Gor- included a panel discus- Village Hall at Grayling
don Park, the exact site sion involving Ryzewski; and Jos. Campau streets.
where the 1967 Detroit students Athena Zissis She also led the effort
and Lorin Brace, who to preserve the log cabin
Riot began.
worked on archeological that had been discovered
All
these
sites
share
a
GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí
connection in that they digs with Ryzewski; and on Halleck Street just
are in Detroit and have panel moderator Greg north of Hamtramck.
She worked with the
relatively recent histo- Kowalski, executive direc• wnU I cvwb
• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
Hamtramck
Historical
tor
of
the
museum.
ries, at least New
on an
arbooks available! Call us to hold a book for you.
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
“I was on a mission Museum to move the cabcheological scale. But
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
when
I wrote ‘Detroit Re- in to Hamtramck, but it
they
are
fascinating
sites
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• cvVvMvi
For
more information
about events at the
mains,’”
Ryzewski later was demolished suddenly
worthy
of
study.
• e¨vqvgvMvi
by theits
City of
Detroit Land
said,733-6822,
“not only to introlibrary call
(313)
or visit
website
Ryzewski
explained
n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½, weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv| ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|
their importance, and the duce readers to local ar- Bank. She lays out the
at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you
value of contemporary cheology sites, and to re- whole story in a chapter
Hamtramck Housing Commission
can
access
online
“Detroit Remains.”
hidden the
histories,
but incatalog.
historical sites
at a also
spe- veal
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
“Detroit Remains” is
emphasize that the city
launching
of “Detroit
The
libraryto is
located at 2360
Caniff.
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK • 313 873 7787 origin, sex, handicap or familial status cial
published by the UniverRemains” held recently does not lie in ruins.
“Tangible traces of the sity of Alabama Press. A
lives of everyday Detroi- limited number of copies
ters and Hamtramck- are on sale at the museans survive -- below and um at $39.95. Copies
above ground, and the also can be ordered by
stories these objects re- calling (800) 621-2736,
veal about places and or through the University
people connect with the of Alabama website, uamany communities in the press.ua.edu., or at the
Historical
past who contributed to Hamtramck
the cities we know and Museum, 9525 Jos. Campau.
love today.
The museum is open 11
“An archeological approach to the six sites in a.m. to 3 p.m. on Fridays
‘Detroit Remains’ allowed and Sundays, and 11
my students, community a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays,
partners and I to unearth and by appointment. Call
these stories, and to mo- (313) 690-9390.
(Greg Kowalski is the
bilize them in wider conversations about social executive director of the
justice, education, histor- Hamtramck Historical Muic preservation and city seum.)
Work in a great environment, flexible hours, complimentary meal per shift.
planning.”

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv

HELP WANTED

535 Monroe St.
—Detroit—
Greektown

Now Hiring Experienced Cooks
$20+/hour based on experience.

Call John 248-255-5212 or
Mike 248-219-7724 to set up an interview
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Place an Ad in
The Review Today
Call (313) 874-2100
Worldwide Immigration Services.
Tourist Visa
v Business Visa
v Employment Visa
v Study Visa
v

v Asylum

or Refugee
v Deportation
proceedings
v Family Visa

(800) 605-VISA

www.familyvisa.com
Haque Legal, PLC
18000 W 9. Mile Road
Ste. 730 • Southfield

Fahd Haque of Haque Legal, PLC, (800) 605-VISA, is responsible for the content of the advertisement.

This week at the Library . . .

Heroes in Black History: February is
full of heroes at the library. Kids can earn
a ticket for an end of the month prize raffle in two ways: 1. LEARN about the
many African American heroes who
helped to shape our nation by checking
out at least one book about their lives or
work. 2. CREATE your own customizable mini figure to show off you inner hero.
Ask for more info at the main desk.
Valentine’s Day: Why not have your
little one make a personalized card for
their secret crush (or for their Mon and
Dad)? Pick up your own Card Crafting
Kit from the main desk.

Game Night: If you are tired of screens
and virtual meetings, we would like to
welcome you to a different kind of social
scene. Drop in on a Friday Game Night,
starting at 4 pm (open to all ages).
Monthly Meeting of Library Board:
The next meeting of the Library Board
will be held on Thursday, February 10,
2022 at 6:00 pm. in the library’s main
hall. More info on library’s website.
Checkers TV: The new Snoozer’s Storytime Adventure features the children’s

book “The Girl and the Cathedral”. The
story of Notre Dame de Paris. Pick up the
flower craft that goes along with this episode. Watch them anytime by visiting our
website (www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us) and
click on Checkers Library TV under the
Programs.
Educational Seminar: Aetna and Hap
are sponsoring an educational seminar on
Medicare and Medicaid health insurance
options for individuals over 65 and families whose income is below poverty level.
The meeting will be held on February 8,
2022 at 3:30 pm in the library’s auditorium. Arabic and Bengali translator will be
present.
ESL Classes: The classes are held four
days a week, from Monday to Thursday,
from 9 am to 2:30 pm, The program is
free to all Hamtramck residents.
Current Library Operating Services: Present level of services provides for book
pick-ups, copying, printing, faxing, scanning, limited use of computers (with proper distancing) and limited stay in the library. To print files ahead of time please
send attachments for printing to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog
Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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thony Majewski – no relation
to our mayor – in
Phone (313)
874-2100
March of 1922.
This ﬁrst building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

Mayor: Take all the ‘precautions’
to avoid COVID-19
By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Covid update by Mayor Amer Ghalib
was short, but the news
was anything but sweet.
The number of weekly new COVID-19 cases
in the city is still running
high, despite a statewide
decrease.
According to Wayne
County health officials,
there were 135 cases
reported within the last
week, bringing the total
number of cases for the
past two years in Hamtramck to 4,420.
But, there were some adjustments by county health

officials during the past
week in the number of cases and number of deaths.
Both went up and down
during the week.
The new calculation says
there have been 63 deaths
in Hamtramck for the past
two years.
In Wayne County, not including the City of Detroit,
there have been 234,577
cases during the pandemic, and 3,488 deaths.
Ghalib, who is a nurse,
stressed that you have the
best chance of being “optimally protected” by being
vaccinated, especially if
you are up to date with a

booster.
“Keep taking all precautions,” Ghalib said.
He said the symptoms
are still wide-ranging from
person to person, and
some do report mild symptoms, such as just a fever.
This is also flu season,
he reminded those watching his update on Facebook.
Switching gears, the
mayor said that, for those
who have fallen behind on
water or utility bills, there is
a county program to help.
To find out more information, call (313) 388-9799.
Ghalib added that Ham-

tramck has racked up over
$600,000 in unpaid water
and utility bills, although
the source of that information was not provided.
Wrapping up his six-minute talk, the mayor warned
residents to prepare for a
predicted snowstorm this
week, starting Wednesday
morning and ending Thursday evening.
Weather experts were
predicting a dumping of 12
to 18 inches of snow.
Ghalib ended with a caution that those who must
drive on the roads to be
safe and “take all the tools
you need.”

and accessible as possible for our schools, Hamtramck Public Schools is
providing weekly, optional
testing throughout campus for our staff and students.
If you are interested in
getting a test, please visit one of our school buildings on these days:
Tuesdays – Hamtramck
High and Horizon High (911 a.m.); Dickinson West

and Kosciuszko Middle
School (11:30 a.m.-1:30
p.m.)
Wednesdays – Early
Childhood Elementary (911 a.m.); Dickinson East
(11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.)
Thursdays – Tau Beta
(9-11 a.m.; Holbrook Elementary (11:30 a.m.
-1:30 p.m.)
No appointments are
necessary. The testing is
available for all HPS staff
and students. For more
information, call (313)
454-1645. Thank you for
helping keep our community safe!

School Bell
HPS and Black
History Month

February is National Black History Month.
Black History Month is
an annual celebration
of achievements by African-Americans.
This holiday provides
our schools and families additional opportunities to continue celebrating the impact of
African-American heritage

and culture in our communities today.
We encourage our families to learn more about
Black History Month not
only during February, but
year-round.
Learn more about Black
History
Month
here:
https://bit.ly/3H8pXXI.

Covid testing

In an effort to make
COVID-19 testing as easy

was actually completed
in 1930.
3
And here they are
today, 100 years of history behind them, peering into the future to see
what lies ahead.

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

It’s Time to Pray,
Please Join Us
We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.
Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday, January 30 Mass at 9:00 am

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community

Feb. 2 – Solemnity of the Presentation of
our Lord 7 pm
-Blessing of Candles
Feb. 3 – Observance of St. Blaise of
Sebastea, Bishop & Martr 7 pm
-Blessing of Throats
Feb 12 – Soup Kitchen Take-out Only
2-4 pm Everyone Welcome!

Celebrating 99 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com


10241 Conant St. • Hamtramck


646-683-4427

www.TheBengalAuto.com
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SEE A HENRY FORD
DOCTOR FROM OUR
ADDRESS OR YOURS.
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2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK • 313 873 778
At Henry Ford, our personalized approach to primary care means
you get the care you want, your way. That starts with the option to
make an appointment to safely see a doctor in person or via video,
24/7. We even give you the option to skip the waiting room at our
walk-in and urgent care facilities. Simply reserve a spot online. So,
whether you’re feeling under the weather, or just need a check-up,
we’re here for you.
Learn more about our convenient primary care services at:
HenryFord.com/carenow
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HPS sports round-up
By Brian Anderson
HPS Athletic Director
The Cosmos’ winter
sports programs continued their winning ways
over the past week.
The wrestling program
finished 5th overall in the
Detroit City Invitational. Sadia Chowdhury and Bashar
Hasan each finished in
4th place individually,
while Helal Fahdel took
2nd place.
The Lady Cosmos defeated River Rouge on Friday night, 40-33.
Kyndal Farver led the way
with 14 points while Aniysia Lewis had 9 points and
5 rebounds, and Aaniyah
Sims chipped in 7 points.
On Monday, Jan. 31, they
lost to South Lake, 55-51,
in spite of a 25-point performance by Rakiyah Beal.
However, they would
bounce back Tuesday night
to defeat Dearborn ATA ,5724. Lewis, Farver and Beal
all led the way, with 18, 12
and 11 points respectively.
The Lady Cosmos are cur-

rently 10-2, and 1st place
in the MMAC.
The Cosmos boys team
also won, defeating River
Rouge, 70-59. Robert Davis Jr. had 22 points, and
Hershel Marion had 17 to
lead the Cosmos.
On Saturday, they travelled to Belleville for the
Fastbreak Invitational.
The Cosmos were able to
come back from a 16-point
deficit to win 52-50, in double overtime.
Amari Allen hit two
game-winning free throws
with 5 seconds left. Hershel Marion led the team
in scoring with 19 points.
On Tuesday, the Cosmos
defeated Dearborn ATA,
68-47. Davis Jr. had 26
points, while Amari Allen
had a great overall game
with 16 points, 10 rebounds and 6 assists.
Aaron Allen had 10
points to go along with
some excellent defense.
The Cosmos are currently
10-3, and are undefeated
in MMAC play.

Obituaries

SYLVESTER

n Award Winning Lego

n Honors & Advance

Program
n Award Winning
Robotics Program
n District & State DECA
Competitions
n National Honor Society
n Full Sports Program
n Full Day Kindergarten
n Summer Recreation
Programs
n Technology & Career
Prep Courses

Placement Classes
n Dual Enrollment
n AP Honor Roll Recipient
n Art, Music, Band
n Restorative Practices
n Positive Behavior
Intervention System (PBIS)
n Parent Engagement
Programs
n Adult Education Program
n Career and Technology
Education (CTE Programs)

Dickinson East Elementary
3385 Norwalk
(313) 873-9437
K – 6th Grades
Dickinson West Elementary
2333 Burger
(313) 365-5861
K – 6th Grades
Early Childhood Elementary
11680 McDougall
(313) 891-3200
Pre K – 2nd Grades

Enroll at
Hamtramck
Public Schools
3201 Roosevelt

(313) 892-2036

ents Geraldine and RichE u g e n e ard Ezman, along with her
S y l v e s t e r two older siblings Claudia
(age
86) and Randy (deceased).
A Hamtramck local,
died January
She
graduated from Ham30, 2022.
Son
of tramck High School in
the late James and Eve- 1984. Eventually, Jennifer
lyn (nee Sobocinski) and gave birth to her two chilfather of Linda, James dren; Miranda in 1994,
Robin, David, Kenneth, and Alec in 1998.
Before her passing, Jenand Kathy. Step Father to
Kim, Krissy, and the late nifer met her soulmate
Kaylee. Brother of Da- Terrance Black, and the
vid, Irene Koss, Dolores two planned on getting
Skrzypinski, Kathy (Ken) married, but unfortunateZielinski, Elaine (Daryll) ly Terrance passed away
Rau, Mary Weaver, Leon- shortly before their marard, Gordon (Angie), Gail riage. Jennifer was a reli(Robert)
Nasierowski, gious person and took the
Robert, and the late Thom- event quite hard, but she
as, Kenneth, and Edward. remained a devoted mothBrother-in-law of Pat and er and a loving friend even
during these hard times.
Lavanna.
Jennifer was a free
He is also survived by
spirit;
She loved to laugh
many grandchildren, niecand have fun, along with
es, and nephews.
Visitation Saturday, Feb- playing with her cats, and
ruary 5, 2022 from 2-7 babysitting her grandchild.
p.m. Services TBD at Her laugh was contagious,
and she always
knew how
East
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Dickinson
to
have
a
good
Elementary time; her
Home 2396 Caniff Hamknew there was
3385 Norwalk
tramck MI 48212. Inter- friends
never
a
dull
moment with
(313)
873-9437
ment Mount Olivet CemeK – among
6th Grades
her,
her
countless
tery, Detroit MI.
stories
and
experiences.
Dickinson West
She
lived a great life, alElementary
ways
having
an interesting
2333
Burger
to
tell.
A beautiful
Jennifer Al- story
(313) 365-5861
who
would give you
exandra Zyt- soul,
K – 6th
Grades
kowski died her last. Her memory will
Early Childhood
January 25, live through us.
Elementary
Rev. 21 Verses 1 to 4:
2022.
11680 McDougall
Jennifer is He will dwell with them,
(313) 891-3200
and
be his peoreunited in heaven with Pre
K they
– 2ndshall
Grades
ple,
and
God
himself
will
her father Richard Ezman,
Holbrook
brother Randy Ezman, and be with them; he will wipe
Elementary
every tear from their
her fiancé Terrance Black. away
2361
Alice
and
death shall be
She is survived by her eyes,
(313)
872-3203
mother Geraldine Ezman, no more, neither shall
K – 8th Grades
her sister Claudia, niece there be mourning nor
Beta
crying
norSchool
pain any more,
Grace, nephew Alexan- Tau
3056
Hanley
der, and her two children for the former things have
(313) 892-3811
away.
Miranda Thompson and passed
K
– 8th Grades Visitation,
Memorial
Alec Zytkowski, along with
February 13,
her grandsons, baby Le- Sunday
Kosciuszko
2022 From
2-6 p.m.,
Jend, and soon to be born Middle
School
Jurkiewicz
&
Wilk
Funeral
grandson, Ace.
2333 Burger
2396
Caniff,
HamJennifer was born on Home,
(313) 365-4625
7th
–
8th
Grades
May 31st 1966 by par- tramck.

ZYTKOWSKI

n Award Winning Lego Program
n Award Winning Robotics Program
n District & State DECA Competitions
n National Honor Society
n Full Sports Program
Holbrook Elementary
Kosciuszko Middle School
n Full Day Kindergarten
2361 Alice
2333 Burger
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In Our Opinion
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1,000 sq ft, brick, full basement,
laundry, $579,000.

Looking to buy single &
multi-family dwellings - CASH!
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Karen Majewski was the mayor of Hamtramck for 16
years. She lost her bid for re-election in November.
Photo supplied by Karen Majewski
ple across ethnic, racial,
and political lines.
So, when I looked
around, I didn’t see anyone
else on the horizon who I
thought could beat Mayor
Jankowski. It looked like I
was the one with the best
chance, so I agreed to run.
The Review: How did
your transition into the
mayor’s office from Tom
Jankowski’s prior stint
go? Would you describe
it as smooth and easy, or
less so?
Majewski: I don’t really recall any “transition,”
smooth or rocky. Tom may
remember things differently, but we didn’t work
together at all to navigate
the change in leadership.
Years later, when he
served on council, we
worked well together, and
we have a good relationship to this day. But things
were quite different in
2005.
The Review: Was there
anything about the job
that caught you by surprise, or was it pretty
much exactly as you had
envisioned it, or what you
expected it to be?
Majewski: Since I’d been
city council president under the old charter, when
the role was different than
that of mayor pro tem under the current charter, I
was prepared for some
parts of the job -- for being
the spokesperson regarding council decisions, for
instance, and for running
council meetings.
What gives me a lot of
thought -- and cause for
self-examination -- about
being a mayor isn’t so
much the mechanics of
the job, but rather the way
you’re perceived in that
role; what expectations
people have of you, what
needs they want you to fulfill, what power you have to
help them -- not just with
concrete problems, but in
terms of the subtler need
to feel validated and valued and recognized.
And then, of course,
there’s the way people use
you to further their own
ends, which isn’t necessarily bad but is kind of
tacitly understood (but unspoken).
It’s really been an inner,
or spiritual, journey in ways
that I continue to work out.
I expected that once I left
office, it might be hard for
me to disengage from a
role that had defined my
identity in so many ways
for so long. But, so far, it’s
been surprisingly easy -and liberating.
The Review: Do any
city-related relationships
from your duration of ser-

vice stick out to you, for
better or worse? Is there
anyone who’s since left
their city position that you
still maintain contact with?
Majewski: An invaluable
lesson I’ve learned is that
people you perceive as
“opponents” or even “enemies” may well turn out
to be, not just colleagues,
but valued friends further
down the road.
I can think of a few, and
I’m grateful that they were
willing to give me another
chance -- just as I did them.
Of course, I value the
lasting friendship of the
Solidarity slate officials
with whom I served -- especially Scott Klein and
Shahab Ahmed -- as well
as some of my other elected colleagues through the
years. I miss a few who
have passed, like Rob Cedar, Titus Walters, and Al
Shulgon.
Then there are some
folks who ended up being
less than honorable. Hamtramck politics has a lot of
skeletons in the closet -where they should remain,
for at least a few more
generations. …
As for those who’ve left,
I still keep in touch with a
few. Nevrus Nazarko, our
former income tax director,
is one. We worked so hard
during some really bleak
economic times, made
multiple trips to Lansing together to try to work things
out with the state, and,
once he left Hamtramck,
he continued his career of
public service.
Erik Tungate is another.
Unfortunately, Hamtramck
let him slip away as our
Community and Economic Development Director,
and now he’s doing great
things as city manager of
Oak Park, probably with a
lot fewer headaches.
The Review: Was there
anyone special whose
advice you really valued
or took to heart, or who
made your job substantially easier than it might
have been?
Majewski: Our current
city manager, Kathy Angerer, used her experience in
state government to help
me navigate some of the
more difficult issues, when
it came to dealing with
the press and with council. She made sure I got a
heads-up so I wasn’t blindsided when a situation was
about to go south. I didn’t
always take her advice, but
I always took her opinion
to heart.
The Review: What do
you consider some of
your accomplishments or
achievements from your
time in office? What are
you most proud of?

Majewski: I believe I
helped lay the groundwork
for Hamtramck as it’s now
perceived worldwide -- as
a place where immigrants
from around the world, as
well as people whose families have been here for
generations, come together to create community.
With all the opportunity for
conflict and resolution that
comes with real human
life.
That’s been my message
from the beginning, and
it’s the way Hamtramck’s
story is now generally told.
I’m also very proud of
having helped create the
Hamtramck Historical Museum. Under Gov. Granholm’s “Cities of Promise”
program, which, for several
years, funneled state resources and expertise to
the handful of poorest cities in Michigan, we had the
opportunity to get a lot of
work done.
Every participant city
also had to designate a
“signature project,” and I
proposed a historical museum as Hamtramck’s.
Out of all the cities in the
program, as far as I know,
Hamtramck is the only one
in which the signature project was actually fulfilled,
thanks to the many people and organizations who
agreed it was worthwhile,
and who put their backs
and their bucks into making it happen.
On a related note, I’m
so happy we were able to
save Hamtramck Disneyland after the death of artist Dmytro Szylak. I worked
on that for some time -- in
a race against time -- trying
to find people or organizations who both had the
resources, and agreed on
the need to make sure the
installations weren’t demolished.
In the end, the right people made the right connections, for which I’m so
grateful, but it was touch
and go for a while.
I also feel good about
being a positive role model for young women. If
we value the idea of having people in positions of
power who “look like us,”
we’d better remember that
more than half of “us” are
women. Then look around.
The Review: What were
some of the challenges
that couldn’t be mastered, if any, or that vexed
you the most throughout
your terms?
Majewski: It’s incredibly
frustrating that, as close
as we’ve come over the
years, we’ve still not managed to fulfill the terms of
the R-31 lawsuit. Doctoral
dissertations should be
written about this, once
the last houses are finally
done. We’ve built, or renovated, something like 198
houses, and the reasons
why those last two still
elude us have nothing to
do with the city’s efforts.
Enough said.
In general, throughout
my tenure, it seemed as
though as soon as Hamtramck would start to get
a little ahead, the universe would set us back
-- strikes, floods, closures.
The recession was espe-

cially brutal.
The bitterest experience
was the defeat of the Human Rights Ordinance in
2009. Community and
religious leaders, including the pastor of my own
church, who should have
championed equal treatment for all residents
-- especially our most vulnerable -- instead took the
cowards’ way out. Either
that, or the bigots’ way. Or
the opportunists’.
I don’t know which, in the
end, is worse. It was disgraceful.
And don’t get me started
on emergency management. The way Hamtramck
was handled by both of its
state-appointed managers
was a disgrace, and another of those stories that requires a long telling.
Our assets were ignored,
or sold out from under us;
our residents and elected
officials and our very identity were disrespected, and,
in the end, any short-term
financial “stability” was
achieved by disingenuous
and cynical sleight of hand
that had no possibility of
sustainability, but that left
city officials looking like
the ones who had failed,
rather than the state lackeys who set us up for that
failure
And that’s holding my
punches.
The Review: What do
see for the future, both
short- and long-term, for
Hamtramck? Do you think
that those of the Muslim
faith will continue to be
the dominant force here
politically for a long time,
now that they’ve fully assumed power, or do you
see that as more of just
another part of the ebb
and flow of a city’s growth
or change?
Do you foresee any major changes coming to the
city on the new regime’s
early watch?
Majewski: I think Hamtramck will continue to attract new immigrants, as
well as folks of all backgrounds who value densely-populated and diverse
urban communities like
ours.
And, as a student of immigration, I see the same
basic patterns of settlement, the same internal
issues within groups, and
comparable cross-cultural
challenges at work -- whether we’re talking about the
1910s, or the 2020s.
But, how long any group
is dominant here, and who
the next wave of immigrants will be, will depend
(at least in part) on political and economic circumstances, locally and worldwide.
I’d also caution, as I
have over and over, against
thinking about Muslims in
monolithic terms. If anything, living in Hamtramck
should make us all sensitive to cultural, ethnic, and
generational differences
within, and between those
groups that might happen
to share any religious faith.
The Review: Do you
anticipate yourself being
politically, culturally or
Continued on page 8
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• A break-in was reported at the Conant/Caniff
Market. Officers noticed
damage to a wall where
an entry had been made.
No suspects were at the
scene.

• A McDougall St. resident reported a theft.
• A man was arrested in the 5000 block of
Evaline St. for domestic
assault.
• A domestic assault
happened in the 12000
block of Dyar St.
• Family trouble was
reported in the 12000
block of Moran St.
Saturday, Jan. 29
• Officers attempted to
pull over a black Ford Focus, but the driver sped
off.
• A car was reported
stolen in the 3100 block
of Belmont St.
• A complaint was
made about an animal in
the 2300 block of Danforth St.
• A suspicious situation was reported in the
3500 block of Caniff Ave.
• A complaint about an
animal was made in the
area of Caniff and Fleming.
• A Detroit resident
was arrested for fleeing
and eluding, as well as
for drunk driving and for
driving without a license.
Sunday, Jan. 30
• After receiving a complaint from a business in
the 8900 block of Jos.
Campau Ave., officers arrived at the business and
arrested a Detroit resident for being disorderly,
and for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
• An agent for a business in the 9400 block
of Jos. Campau Ave. reported that a woman was
causing a disturbance.
The suspect was no longer at the business when
officers arrived.
• A person who did not
live at a residence in the
2400 block of Andrus St.
told officers that someone there was taking
drugs. Officers could not
make contact with the
person who lives there.
• A complaint was
made about an animal in
the area of Casmere and
Lumpkin.
• A person in the
12000 block of Gallagher reported being harassed.
• A theft was reported
on McDougall St.
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WEDNESDAY, Feb. 9, 6-7 p.m. -- The Hamtramck Mutual
Aid will meet at Bank Suey, 10345 Joseph Campau Ave.
New members are invited to learn about neighbors helping neighbors. Hamtramck Mutual Aid is encouraging the
voluntary, reciprocal, sharing of resources, skills, ideas
among residents of Hamtramck -- outside of established
systems. We seek to establish and build upon existing
neighbor-to-neighbor relationships that aid in the liberation
of everyone without furthering relationships based on uneven power.

Proudly Serving
Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured

SATURDAY, Feb. 12, 2-4 p.m. -- Take-out only Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P. N .C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming.
Everyone is welcome.

Service • Installation • Repairs

SATURDAY, Feb. 26, 3:30-5:30 p.m. -- Drive-thru/Take-out
Polish Dinner at Holy Cross P.N.C. Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. $12 Adult/$6 Child 12 & under. Menu:
Pork chop, Kielbasa, Pierogi/sour cream, Stewed Cabbage
(Bigos), Mashed Potatoes/gravy, Dessert. Cars will be
staged in parking lot for delivery in front of church. Masks
to be worn for pick-up.

PLUMBING & HEATING

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com
DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

Monday, Jan. 31
• A domestic assault
was reported in the
2000 block of Zinow St.
Continued on page 8
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Friday, February 4, 2022

A look back at her service
Continued from page 7
Officers determined it
was just a verbal argument, and that no crime
had occurred.
• An arson fire was reported in the 2300 block
of Edwin St.
• A person in the 3000

block of Hanley St. was
reported missing.
• An incident of malicious destruction of
property was reported in
the 3300 block of Comstock St.
• A break-in was report-

2 SLICES
PIZZA
and a can drink

3

ed in the 11700 block of
McDougall St.
• A car license plate
was stolen on Whalen St.
• A fight was reported
on Botsford St.
• Two suspects were
arrested in the area of
Buffalo and Edwin for being disorderly and damaging property.

$ 99

15 pc
Boneless Wings
& Large Cheese Pizza

2099

$

+ tax
11am-2pm

Toppings additional

+ tax
All Day

11401 JOSEPH CAMPAU AVE. • HAMTRAMCK
WINGS • FINGERS
• PIZZA • BURGERS
SUBS • WRAPS
• SALADS

COMBOS
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1 Flavor • 1 Dip, Fries & Drink

$
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$ 99
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ADD 5 FOR $5

313-469-9464
313-4MY-WING
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1 Flavor • 1 Dip
Fries & Drink

$

1099

ADD 5 FOR $6
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ONLINE ORDER AVAILABLE

(Chicken Slider)

1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

www.thewingfellas.com
wingfellas_hamtramck
thewingfellas

$

1099

CHEESE
BURGER
Fries & Drink

Hours of operation: Monday-Friday 10:30am-11pm
Saturday: 12pm-11pm • Sunday: 12pm-10pm
Winter hours may vary

$
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10

TEXAS DON
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Fries & Drink

$

1099
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SUB

1 Flavor, Fries & Drink

$

1099

Continued from page 6

societally active in any
way in the near future? Or
will you take some time
to rest, or gather your
thoughts, or “plot” your
next move?
Majewski: There is no
such thing as rest.
I am busier than ever,
but grateful that I now get
to choose where to focus
my time and energy. I am
back on the board of the
Polish American Historical
Association, and doing research and writing.
In fact, I’ve completed
two articles for publication, both of them focused
on Hamtramck. One has
already come out, and
the other should be published later this year. I’ve
also been taking part in
academic conference sessions. There will be much
more of this.
I’m also re-focusing on
my business, Tekla Vintage, which had to take
a back seat for much of
2021 during the campaign.
I’m planning on remodeling the store, and making
other changes to the business. Dealing in cool old
stuff has always been part
of my life, and I am getting
back to that in both the
world of academics and
of business. So, I wake up
happy.
And, finally, I don’t want
to get in the way of the
new administration. Mayor
Ghalib and I established a
good working relationship
during the transition period, and I will help in any
way if asked, but I respect
council and the mayor’s

role, which is no longer my
own.
The Review: Feel free
to weigh in with your
thoughts on any of these
local hot-button issues:
the potential annexation
of Hamtramck into Detroit; the elimination
of Hamtramck’s police
and/or fire departments,
in favor of another system of maintaining safety and order in the city;
the future of the city’s
marijuana dispensaries
and LGBTQ+ rights; the
new parking meter system (one in Royal Oak by
the same company is exceedingly unpopular, apparently); speed humps
versus other ways to get
people to slow down and
drive better; the budget.
Majewski: This will be
a lightning round: it may
shock your readers to hear
me say this, but if there
were a way for Hamtramck
to maintain some element
of autonomy and identity within Detroit, or some
other supra-regional jurisdiction, I might be able to
support annexation that
also guaranteed financial
stability and a solution to
our infrastructure issues.
Hamtramck needs localized police and fire departments, but as I’ve said before, I am open as to how
they might be organized
to provide the service we
need in a way that’s affordable and sustainable.
Marijuana
dispensaries aren’t going away
-- any council that tried to

get rid of them would be
committing legal and economic suicide. I hope that
LGBTQ+ rights will be codified at the state and federal level, but just as with
marijuana dispensaries,
attacking human rights
would go against the tide
of history, and doom Hamtramck as a backwater.
I actually like the new
parking meters, but have
said all along that the
details need tweaking in
terms of hours, cost of
tickets, and accommodations for businesses and
residents. I use the app,
and it’s super easy.
The speed humps seem
to work well, and I’d like to
see them expanded, but
they aren’t the only solution to our reckless driving
and speeding problems.
And, as for the budget,
the problems are systemic, and without overall
changes in how cities are
funded, and a coordinated focus at the state and
national level on urban
infrastructure, there is no
way out for traditional urban core cities like Hamtramck.
(Majewski’s store, Tekla
Vintage, is located at 9600
Jos. Campau Ave,)

OFFICIAL PIEROGI HEADQUARTERS

Celebrating 50 Years of Authentic Polish Cuisine

Visit the oldest, nicest and most
unique Polish restaurant in Michigan.

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:
Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies, Crepes,
Potato Pancakes, City Chicken,
Pork Chops, Vegetarian Plates and
Homemade Soups: Dill Pickle & Cabbage.
Don’t forget to try our
homemade sausage.

Smoked Salmon and Potato
Pancakes Exclusively at Polonia

Check Out Our DAILY SPECIALS
NEW TO THE MENU:
• Jalapeno Pierogi • Cheeseburger Pierogi
• Zapiekanki (Polish Pizza)
• Czarnina - Authentic Duck Soup

Senior Citizen Dinner Specials
Served Daily $13.95
Meal includes soup or salad, bread basket,
dinner, dessert & coffee or pop. Dine-in only.

www.polonia-restaurant.net
poloniapolishrest

CARRY OUT OR DINE-IN
OPEN: Tue-Thur 11am-7pm • Fri-Sat 11am-9pm
Sun 11:30am-6pm • Mon Closed

2934 Yemans St • Hamtramck • 313.873.8432

SUPPORT
LOCAL
BUSINESS

