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UNIQUE POLISH BEERS

Beer, 
Wine and 

Spirits

NEW TO THE MENU:
• Jalapeno Pierogi

• Cheeseburger Pierogi

• Zapiekanki 
(Polish Pizza)

• Czarnina
Authentic Duck Soup

Authentic Polish Food
2934 Yemans • Hamtramck • 313-873-8432

www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

OFFICIAL PIEROGI 
HEADQUARTERS

BANQUET HALL 
and CATERING

313.707.0988313.707.0988
3124 Caniff • Hamtramck

OPEN 7 DAYS
9am-9pm Sun-Thurs

9am-Midnight Fri & Sat
 We Welcome SNAP & EBT   
 Customers

Enjoy Our Polish Classics: 
Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies, 

Crepes, Potato Pancakes, 
City Chicken, Pork Chops, 

Vegetarian Plates and 
Homemade Soups: 

Dill Pickle & Cabbage. 
Don’t forget to try our 
homemade sausage.
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FREE PARKING
Dec. 18 - Jan. 1

Closed New Year's Eve 
Dec. 31-Jan. 1

Re-Open Tuesday, Jan. 2

By Alan Madlane
Those wags at Lake 

Superior State University 
have once again come 
out with their annual year-
end list of the 10 words 
(and, mostly, phrases) 
that they believe deserve 
“banning,” due, they 
say, to those words (and 
phrases) being, among 
other things, “imprecise, 
trite, and meaningless… 
inexact, stale, and inane.”

Well, that about covers 
it!

Their biggest pet peeve 
was actually an acronym: 
“GOAT,” meaning the 
“Greatest Of All Time.” 

We personally first 
heard it used in reference 
to a certain retiring quar-
terback who once slung 
for some nearby Wolver-
ines, but we’re not sure 
if that was, in fact, it’s 
first-ever use. 

Nowadays folks sling 
the term around, often, 
ironically, but that fact 
seems to have been lost 
on our precision-oriented 
pundits and Poindexters.

Their other grammatical 
gripes (not really gram-
matical, but the allitera-
tion was too good to pass 
up)? These:

(2) Inflection point
(3) Quiet quitting
(4) Gaslighting
(5) Moving forward
(6) Amazing
(7) Does that make 

sense?
(8) Irregardless (not 

even a real word)
(9) Absolutely
(10) It is what it is
Mostly, they bemoan 

that the words and terms 
get thrown out there, of-
ten inappropriately, out of 
laziness or banal trendi-
ness. On that, they actu-
ally may have a point.

Still – it is what it is.

Words worthy
of being banned

By Charles Sercombe
This week we continue 

with our look back at the 
year 2023.

JULY
After a year’s delay in 

dedicating Hamtramck’s 
newest park, it finally got 
done.

But then again, in the 
case of this park, delays 
and waiting are a common 
theme.

We’re talking about the 
dedication of the Sarah 
Sims Garrett Park, and the 
monument to the woman, 
and others, who were be-
ing honored with this park. 
The dedication ceremony 
was originally going to be 
held last year, but that was 
canceled due to a citywide 
flooding that happened af-
ter heavy rains.

The park and monument 
are dedicated to a long-
gone group of some 200 
African-Americans, who 
had filed a housing discrim-
ination class-action lawsuit 
against Hamtramck in the 
early 1970s.

Vera Burk, an Afri-
can-American who was 
chairman of the Grand 
Haven-Dyar-Dequindre 
Corporation, one of the 
two corporations set up to 
mediate a settlement with 
the city, said the effort to 
settling the lawsuit “was a 
struggle.”

“I love my Hamtramck, 
but it was a struggle,” she 
added.

n
Once again, the mari-

juana dispensary 3Fifteen 
closed down.

But this time, a sign on 
its door said it was perma-
nent.

Just a few months ago, 
the Jos. Campau store, lo-
cated between Zinow and 
Pulaski, reopened after be-
ing closed temporarily.

This now leaves three 
operating dispensaries in 
the city.

Marijuana sales compe-
tition in the metro area is 
stiff, with dozens and doz-
ens of outlets competing 

for customers. The mar-
ket has become oversat-
urated, causing prices for 
various cannabis products 
to be greatly reduced in re-
cent months.

n
The LGTBQ pride flag 

flew once again on a Jos. 
Campau flagpole.

But that lasted for just 
a short while before a city 
crew, including at least 

four officers providing se-
curity, took it down.

On a recent Sunday, a 
group of about 20 LGBTQ-
rights supporters gathered 
at 3 p.m., in a demonstra-
tion of sorts, and watched 
Russ Gordon, the chair-
man of the Hamtramck 
Human Relations Commis-
sion, raise the pride flag.

It was a moment of de-
fiance in the aftermath of 
the city council and may-
or backing a ban on flying 
pride flags on city-owned 
property.

This latest act, Gordon 
predicted, would likely re-
sult in Mayor Amer Ghal-
ib removing him from the 
commission he chaired. 
(That indeed did happen.)

The mayor appoints Hu-
man Relations Commis-
sion members.

As for why he did it, Gor-
don read from a prepared 
statement to those gath-
ered on Sunday.

“For me, the raising of 
this flag is less about de-
fiance and more about 
protest, and a plea for tol-
erance,” he said.

After having missed nine 

straight city council meet-
ings since January, Coun-
cilmember Khalil Refai re-
turned.

His absence was never 
fully explained, but his col-
leagues on council agreed 
to excuse his missed 
meetings in advance, and 
with no knowledge as to 
when he would return.

In response to a recent 
email from The Review ask-

ing why he had been gone, 
Refai said the reason for 
his absence was because 
of “family obligations due 
to medical issues unfor-
tunately, but everything is 
well now thanks God."

n
For a few weeks, State 

Rep. Abraham Aiyash 
(D-Hamtramck) had hinted 
at a financial windfall com-
ing to Hamtramck.

And by ‘big,’ he said 
state funding would be to 
the tune of millions of dol-
lars.

In a June 29 posting on 
Facebook, he said that day 
was a “historic” moment 
for Detroit and Hamtramck, 
as the state legislature 
was wrapping up a budget.

“We secured tens of mil-
lions of dollars in funding 
for our schools, infrastruc-
ture, for revenue sharing, 
and this will be a very his-
toric budget that the gover-
nor will be signing soon,” 
he said.

In about a two-minute 
message he recorded 
while in a budget session 
in Lansing, he added:

“Hamtramck and Detroit 

are set to get a whole lot 
of money to start fixing 
the problems that have 
plagued (these) communi-
ties for so long.”

AUGUST
It’s a clichéd thing to say, 

but in this case, it can’t be 
helped:

“Build it, and they will 
come.”

Yes, it’s that famous 
quote from the movie 
“Field of Dreams.”

That quote not only ap-
plies to the fictional base-
ball field of that film, but 
now also to the very real 
and new playscape at Vet-
erans Park (which is, coin-
cidentally, located next to a 
very real, baseball field).

Thanks to a $600,000 
grant, the rear portion of 
Veterans Park was trans-
formed into a massive, 
9,000-square-foot play-
scape.

The project came togeth-
er physically in less than 
two weeks, thanks to an 
army of General Motors 
volunteers and others.

The non-profit company 
Kaboom helped with de-
signing and coordinating 
the building of the play-
scape.

One of the features in 
the playscape is a kid-safe 
zip line. There are also a 
whole bunch of whimsical-
ly designed pieces for kids 
to climb on.

During one summer eve-
ning, dozens of kids were 
scrambling all over the 
area, each vying for their 
next turn on this and that.

The big favorite, without 
a doubt, was the zip line.

“This is the best” said 
one grinning 6-year-old girl.

n
The controversy over 

whether to display a pride 
flag on public property 
spurred a rash of thefts of 
private pride flags in town.

Former Mayor Karen 
Majewski had three pride 
flags torn down from her 
vintage clothing store Tek-
la on Jos. Campau.

Former Councilmember 

Catrina Stackpoole also 
had a few flags stolen from 
her house on St. Aubin.

Other residents through-
out the city reported simi-
lar thefts.

A couple who own a 
building on Caniff reported 
that several of their pride 
flags were stolen.

Hamtramck Police Chief 
Anne Moise told The Re-
view that several juvenile 
suspects had been iden-
tified in recent pride flag 
thefts, and one automobile 
connected to a suspect 
was impounded.

Moise said detectives 
are now “working through 
the cases,” and that “once 
I have more information to 
follow-up on, I can let you 
know.”

(No charges were ever 
filed in any of the cases.)

The pride flag issue has 
become a deep dividing 
point in the community. 
The division has pitted the 
conservative Muslim pop-
ulation in the city against 
liberal progressives.

n
Hamtramck voters tor-

pedoed the Hamtramck 
Public School District’s re-
quest for the renewal of a 
“sinking fund” millage at 
the August Primary Elec-
tion.

That rejection, by a 2-to-
1 margin, was a shocker 
for some in the school dis-
trict, although it appears to 
be a sign of things to come 
for other millage requests 
by the city and school dis-
trict down the road.

The school district said it 
would try again to gain vot-
er-support in the upcoming 
general election.

The only other issue on 
the August primary ballot 
for Hamtramck voters was 
the city council candidate 
race.

All three city council in-
cumbents survived, and 
would move on to the gen-
eral election in November 
where they would have a fi-
nal faceoff with three chal-
lengers.

Part two of our ‘Year in Review’

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”
Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

TALK TO A DOCTOR
anytime, anywhere.

Introducing

My T Health Plus
Unlimited calls to a doctor,

for you and your family.
$1499

/mo.
www.MTHealthplus.com

FRJ PHARMACY
9801 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 800-5122
Mon-Fri. 10am-8pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, 

Sun. 12pm-4pm

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with 
the FRJ Pharmacy MOBILE APP

Additional Savings on 

OVER 5,000
Brand and Generic 

Medications

FREE
DELIVERY!

Some restrictions apply.

A new playscape in Veterans Park was just one of 
the highlights that happened in the park this year – 
and there is more to come in 2024.
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$3,995,841 in additional 
revenue, or $1,347 addi-
tional per pupil

SEPTEMBER
Although the Hamtramck 

mayoral election was long-
over, the battle between 
the former and current 
mayors continued.

And it was all playing out 
– where else? – on various 
Hamtramck-centric Face-
book pages.

The split has largely been 
over social-cultural issues, 
such as LGBTQ rights and, 
specifically, Ghalib’s sup-
port for banning the dis-
play of pride flags on public 
property.

That war of words has 
now escalated to the point 
where Mayor Amer Ghal-
ib, a Yemeni-American, is 
calling former mayor Kar-
en Majewski an “Islamo-
phobe.”

What set that off was 
when Majewski posted a 
photo of a flyer or sticker 
that was found on a city 
garbage can that had an 
illustration of Ghalib’s face 
with the word “Terrorist” 
printed underneath.

On her Facebook page, 
she said:

“Found in the trash on JC 
this morning. I can’t take 
credit for creating, only for 
sharing.”

When there was push-
back from some Ar-
ab-Americans who said 
Majewski was implying 
that all Arab-Americans are 
terrorists, she took down 
the photo and issued this 
apology:

Continued on page 3

nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page
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Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 101 Years of 
Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, December 31st, Holy Mass 9:00
Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds

Jan 1 – New Year’s Day Solemnity of the 
Circumcision of our Lord 

Holy Mass 9 am 

Jan 2 – Solemnity of the Holy Name 
of Jesus Holy Mass 9 am

Jan 6 – Solemnity of the Epiphany 
of our Lord Holy Mass 10 am

Jan 13 – Take-out Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm
Everyone Welcome!
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Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the 

best prices.

Enroll today for 2020!!
• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent 
involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 
4 year olds

• High performing academic 
achievement 

Educating your
child like our own!
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Enroll today!!
• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent
involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for
4 year olds

• High performing academic
achievement

Educating your
child like our own!

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888
Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner Program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
   soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
   volleyball and flag football
• Opportunities for parent involvement 
    including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
   iPads, chrome books, computer lab, 
   smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

• High performing academic 
   achievement

Educating your child 
like our own!

 
 

 

This week at the Library . . . 
Inaugural Ceremony:  The Oath of 
Office for the city government will 
take place on January 7, 2024 at the 
Hamtramck Public Library.  Registra-
tion and social hour will start at 1 pm, 
ceremonies will start at 2 pm.  Light 
snacks and refreshments will be 
served from 1 pm to 4 pm.  Everyone 
is invited to witness oath of office and 
meet with the new city officials. 

Bicycle Trail:  Do you perambulate 
through alleyways?  Would you care 
to voice your desire for safe cycling 
spaces throughout the city? Consider 
attending the public discussion about 
the proposed designs for the renova-
tion of the Holbrook to Caniff stretch 
of west Joseph Campau alley.  Hear 
what is up and share your thoughts 
with city representatives here at the 
library on January 10th at 5:30—7:30 
pm. 

Hoopla:  Enjoy the winter season 
with a little help from Hoopla.  There 
is a curated collection of holiday 
themed books, music, movies and 
more waiting to be unwrapped by you.  
Find a link to this awesome resource 
on website www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us 
by checking under the eResources tab. 

Science Fiction Day:  If you would 
like to have something high tech in 
your reading materials, there is good 
news.  January 2nd is science fiction 
day.  Ursula Le Guink, Arthur Clarke, 
Octavia Butler  -  Find a sci-fi author 
which you like on our shielves and 
take a coy of their work home with 
you. 

Chess Club:  Something new just for 
you.  Games held on this Thursdays at 
3:30 pm right here in the library.  
Open to newbies, experienced pros, 
and all those in between. 

Author’s January Birthdays:  J.D. 
Salinger was born on January 1, 1919, 
author of “Catcher of the Rye.  On 
January 3, 1892 J.R.R. Tolkien was 
born, the mind behind the sagas of 
Middle-earth.  If traditional religious 
themes mashed up with the mythology 
of the isles sounds like your cup of 
tea, we have got “The Hobbit”, “The 
lord of the Rings” trilogy and so on.  
Perhaps you want your folktales less 
fanciful and taken from amongst those 
shared by the European peasantry of 
centuries ago.  Well, take a look at the 
collections of the Brothers Grimm, of 
whom Jakob Grimm was born on Jan-
uary 4, 1785.  It is not quite the stuff 
that Disney would have had you be-
lieve it to be. 

Story Time:  Get you kids together 
and drop in on our Wednesday after-
noon Story Time at 12 noon.  Present-
ed by guest readers from Hamtramck 
Federation of Teachers. 

Game Night:  We are moving to 
Wednesdays.  Join us for Game Night 
at the library.   We are serving up 
something fun each Wednesday at 4 
pm.  Stop by and let us know that you 
have come to play.  Everyone is invit-
ed. 

Trivia:  If you like trivia, you will be 
happy to know that January 4th is Na-
tional Trivia Day. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

December 29, 2023 

Hamtramck got news of 
a huge financial lift from 
the state’s new 2024 bud-
get.

The state’s new bi-parti-
san 2024 budget carves 
out $15 million for the city.

The public school district 
is also in line to get almost 
$4 million in additional 
state financing in this new 
budget.

The financial breakdown 

was as follows:
• $5 million for water in-

frastructure 
• $260,000 for sidewalk 

and alley repairs 
• $500,000 for the Ye-

meni Foundation, located 
in Hamtramck

• Revenue sharing for 
fiscal year 2024, totaling 
$6,462,659 

• Hamtramck Public 
Schools will also receive 

“My apologies if anyone 
saw the photo I posted 
as an attack on Muslims. 
I don't know the intent of 
the person who created 
the sticker. I interpreted it 
as criticism of an opportu-
nistic homophobe who is 
allowing terrorism against 
the LGBTQ+ community 
and its allies to run ram-
pant in Hamtramck, and 
then blaming the victim. 
That is my lens.”

Ghalib shot back on his 
Facebook page, saying:

 “Islamophobia at 
its extreme.

“This is what the whole 
story is all about. Her true 
colors are shown. …”

The rift eventually culmi-
nated in Mayor Ghalib firing 
Majewski from her position 
on the city’s Downtown De-
velopment Authority.

The mayor makes ap-
pointments to the DDA, 
and its members are un-
paid volunteers.

The reason for the firing, 
Ghalib said, was because 
Majewski criticized a num-
ber of decisions that he 
and the city council made 
during the past several 
months.

“How can I get along with 
people who work against 
me?” Ghalib said.

Once again, the Ham-
tramck Labor Day Festival 

gave a weekend to cele-
brate.

And, judging by the size 
of the crowds each day, 
this one appeared to have 
been the best festival the 
city has recently experi-
enced.

Old Mother Nature gave 
us picture-perfect weather, 
and threw in a scorcher of 
a Monday.

The bands and enter-
tainers were once again 
top-notch, and the big act 
of the weekend, The Dead 
Milkmen, packed Jos. 
Campau up and down.

For vintage clothing lov-
ers, there was no short-
age of selections to try on. 
Food lovers also had plen-
ty to choose from.

As for the parade on 
Monday, it was once 
again a joyous display of 
all things Hamtramck. 
The only downer was that 
some city councilmembers 
and the mayor had an is-
sue with the display of 
pride flags, and threatened 
to withhold permission of 
a parade next year.

n
The summer-long repav-

ing of Caniff, from Conant 
to Buffalo, finally came to 
an end, and it was once 
again open for traffic.

After a whole summer of 
tearing out the old pave-

ment and installing new 
water lines, this portion 
of Caniff sported pristine 
white concrete.

The repaving project, 
estimated to cost a little 
over $1 million, is part of 
a three-pronged approach 
where Caniff will eventually 
be entirely repaved.

The work began a few 
years ago with repaving 
the street from the I-75 
service drive up to Jos. 
Campau.

And then this year, from 
Conant to Buffalo.

Guess what’s coming 
next year (2024)?

Yes, the portion from 
Jos. Campau to Conant. 
Oh, won’t that be fun for 
residents and businesses 
along this busy strip?

A sign of Hamtramck’s 
past came back into view, 
on one bright morning, af-
ter decades of obscurity. 
Well, briefly – before it was 
gotten rid of.

As part of the Ham-
tramck Historical Muse-
um’s continuing renova-
tions, a decrepit metal 
sign that ran the length 
of the building above the 
front door was removed. 

No one was sure how 
long the sign had been in 
place, but the years had 
taken a toll. A coat of paint 

Part two of our ‘Year in Review’ Continued from front page
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For Up-to-Date Happenings at 
Detroit Friendship House, Like us on Facebook 

and follow us on Instagram!

that had been applied sev-
eral years ago was crum-
bling so badly that the city 
took note and warned the 
museum that it had to be 
fixed.

That gave a needed 
nudge to long-standing 
plans to renovate the build-
ing’s facade, and the Aver 
Sign Co., of Ferndale, was 
hired to remove the mam-
moth, 40-foot long sign.

What it revealed was sur-
prising. The area beneath 
was in better shape than 
what had been expected.

“It will be cleaned up and 
restored,” said Joe Kochut, 
chairman of the board of 
directors of the Friends 
of Historical Hamtramck, 
the non-profit organization 
that owns and operates 
the museum. “It will look 
beautiful.”

The building, at 9525 
Jos. Campau, had been 
built in about 1925 as the 
Wisper & Schwartz Depart-
ment Store.

Hamtramck was about 
to get greener.

We were not talking 
green as in financial grants, 
the creation of more parks, 
or the worst dread in the 
world for some here in 
town: marijuana dispensa-
ries.

Instead, the city was 
about to get more trees 
planted throughout its 
neighborhoods. 

How many? About a mil-
lion bucks’ worth, thanks 
to a grant from the U.S. 
Forest Service's Urban 
and Community Forest Pro-
gram.

City Manager Max Garba-
rino said the grant would 
fund the planting of about 
1,500 trees, and would 
also fund further mainte-
nance of the trees that 
had already been planted 
or were about to be.

The grant would also, 
he went on, allow the city 
to have a tree steward on 
hand, as well as procure 
a subscription to a tree 
management software pro-
gram.

“I’m incredibly excited. 
This is huge for us,” Garba-
rino said.

It’s said that politics can 
make for “strange bedfel-
lows.”

For those unfamiliar with 
the phrase, it means “that 
political alliances in a com-
mon cause may bring to-
gether those of widely dif-
fering views,” according to 
oxfordreference.com.

And that appeared to be 
the case with Hamtramck 
Mayor Amer Ghalib, a Mus-
lim, and Michael Flynn, 
the former National Secu-
rity Advisor for President 
Trump, a QAnon follower 
and Christian nationalist.

Consider too, Flynn had 
once been quoted that “Is-
lam is a cancer,” and that 
America needs to become 
a one-religion country -- a 
Christian nation.

Despite these glaring 
differences, Ghalib ap-
parently found common 
ground with Flynn, and has 
met with him twice – most 
recently at Azal Hall in 
Hamtramck (on Holbrook) 
where about 20-30 Yeme-
ni-American community 
leaders, GOP members, 
and others were invited.

And just what is this 
common ground?

Flynn talked for over an 
hour about the issue of 
LGBTQ rights and how 
schools are supposedly 
indoctrinating children, as 
well as on “woke” culture, 
critical race theory, immi-
gration and the catch-all 
“family values.”

This was the second 
time that Ghalib has met 
with Flynn. He had earli-
er gone to a rally that Fly-
nn was also at in Sterling 
Heights.

Flynn, 64, a right-wing 
conservative who has 
been associated with the 
Proud Boys, served under 
Trump for just a few weeks 
-- before being fired for ly-
ing to Vice President Pence 
regarding interactions with 
Russians.

The former three-star 
Army general was then 
convicted of lying to the FBI 
about those interactions 
he had with Russia, and 
that country’s meddling in 
the 2016 president elec-

tion.
Trump later pardoned Fly-

nn.
Ghalib started the meet-

ing by saying that he is not 
a member of any political 
party, and stressed more 
than once to “focus on 
what unites us, and rise 
above what is trying to di-
vide us.”

OCTOBER
At the beginning of the 

year, Hamtramck School 
Board Vice President Salah 
Hadwan had told teach-
ers and staff that, if they 
don’t like it here (meaning, 
working in Hamtramck’s 
schools), that they could 

leave.
Apparently, a number of 

Hamtramck Public School 
teachers and staffmem-
bers took him up on that 
offer, and resigned at the 
next meeting.

And, since January, there 
had been a steady exodus 
of teachers, department 
heads and staff members.

Speaking last February 
about board decisions, 
Hamtramck president of 
the teachers’ union, Toni 
Coral, said:

“When people leave be-
cause of hostile attitudes 
from elected officials, we 
will struggle to fill those 
vacancies. … Why would 
the school board president 
and board allies essential-
ly tell district employees 
that they, you, don’t care 
about us?”

At an April 26 meeting, 
Hadwan responded to re-
cent threats of another 
wave of resignations.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.
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“Nobody’s forcing you 
to stay here if you do not 
want to be here for this dis-
trict and for the students,” 
Hadwan said. “The door is 
wide open. We are not go-
ing to stand here and con-
tinue to tolerate threats of 
mass exodus.”

Once again, Mayor Gha-
lib found himself on the 
receiving end of criticism, 
this time for appearing on 
Russian RT television, a 
media source that the U.S. 
government considers to 
be a Kremlin propaganda 
outlet existing to create di-
visions among Americans.

Canada, Britain and the 
EU have all banned RT 

from being broadcast in 
their countries. RT is fund-
ed by the Russian govern-
ment.

Ghalib posted a 
three-minute excerpt of his 
interview with the Russian 
network on his Facebook 
page.

Ghalib trod familiar terri-
tory: the issue of display-
ing pride flags on public 
property.

Ghalib and the city coun-
cil banned the display 
of those flags on public 
property, which caused a 
hailstorm of backlash from 
the LGBTQ community and 
their supporters.

As for the decision to 
ban the display of pride 
flags, Ghalib said:

“The city decided to stay 

neutral because we have 
different groups in the city; 
we have conservatives, we 
have liberals.”

He went on to say that 
“we have groups on the 
opposite side of the spec-
trum,” although it wasn’t 
clear what he meant by 
that.

“We support everyone 
equally. We cannot side 
with anyone against anoth-
er,” he added

On the decision to ban 
pride flags, Ghalib said 
“nobody protested against 
it, except the LGBTQ group 
because they thought it 
was tied to them.”

The ban was also taken, 
he said, “so other groups, 
extremist groups, racist 
groups would not come 
and ask us to fly flags be-
cause of the LGTBQ flag. 
So, you have to either fly 
all or none.”

n
The Hamtramck Parks 

Conservancy (HPC) named 
a new executive director, 
and he’s no stranger to the 
city.

Thomas Habitz, Jr., of 
Hamtramck, became ex-
ecutive director in Sep-
tember, after a sever-
al-month search. He has 
also served on the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.

“Our parks are the life-
blood of our community in 
many ways,” Habitz said 
in a press release. “They 
are places that bring us to-
gether, honor our heritage, 
and create new memories. 
It is a privilege to steward 
these indispensable as-
sets, and it is an exciting 
time in Hamtramck as we 
chart our future course to-
gether.”

If some state legisla-
tors have it their way, stu-
dents will be able to legally 
use cannabis products at 
school.

The state legislature 
considered a bill that 
would allow eligible kinder-

garteners and students 
through 12th grade to use 
low-THC medical marijuana 
products, including edibles 
and beverages, on school 
premises.

Democrats in the House 
of Representatives were 
backing the bill, which was 
introduced last Septem-
ber. State Sen. Jeff Irwin 
(D-Ann Arbor) told People 
magazine:

“Most of those students 
who have autism or have 
chronic pain or epilepsy 
have to take time out of 
the school day, miss in-
structional hours, and go 
off campus to take medi-
cine, and then come back.”

If the bill is passed, mar-
ijuana products would be 
administered by school 
personnel.

There has been a teach-
er shortage nationwide 
ever since the covid pan-
demic started three years 
ago, and the situation was 
only getting worse.

The shortage was so 
bad that Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer signed legislation 
to allow retired teachers 
and public school employ-
ees to go back to work 
while continuing to receive 
full retirement benefits.

“I am proud to sign legis-
lation making it easier for 
retired teachers and pub-
lic school employees to 
get back in the classroom 
and continue making a dif-
ference for our kids while 
earning the pensions they 
deserve,” Whitmer said in 
a recent press release.

In the state’s new bud-
get, additional funding is 
being provided for such 
things as:

• $370 million to sup-
port teachers, including 
continued support for the 
MI Future Educator Pro-
gram (which provides a 
tuition-free path for college 
students to become certi-
fied teachers) and funds to 

DETROIT
FRIENDSHIP
HOUSE

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
CLOSED New Years Eve, Dec. 31, 

Closed New Years Day, Jan. 1 
Re-Opens Tuesday, Jan. 2

Specializing in Polish and 
European Style Baking Bread, 

Cakes, Cookies, Pies & Pastries, 
Wedding & Birthday Cakes

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Don’t Forget Your Favorite Kowalski Meats for the 
Holidays!

Hamtramck public school teachers held a rally to 
call out Board of Education members who are failing 
to show up for their meetings.
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Positions available at Pi-
ast Institute. Call 248-
763-1609 to inquire. 1/5

Apartment to rent, flat to 
rent, furnished room to 
rent, storefront to rent, of-
fice for rent, 3618 Caniff, 
Hamtramck 48212, 586-
422-7155, ask for Inas, 
313-788-2493, Fred. 12/29

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100 
to place your ad 

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

Call 
(313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. 
The newspaper shall not be 
liable for failure to publish an 
ad, for a typographic error or 
errors in publication except to 
the extent of the cost of the ad 
for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited 
to the cost of that portion of the 
ad wherein the error occurred. 
We reserve the right to classify, 
revise or reject any classified 
advertisement.

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 
and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Public Library) 

What’s on this coming week? 
Special on former Mayor, Robert Kozaren, 

Coming soon, History Pod-casts from Museum 
Motivate Me Interviews, Music programs 

ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year 
Local events, Library programs,  

Interviews, Council meeting highlights,   
Evenings with authors, and more….. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 

Hamtramck Public Library; videos 
 

To place community announcement 
call the Library at 313-733-6822 

Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To send large video files (TINYurl.com/hpl-tv) 

December 29, 2023 

HELP WANTED

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-210

MULTIPLE
RENTALS

HOUSE
FOR SALE

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-210

Continued on page 5

School BellSchool Bell
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

12
/3

1/
20

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

PAINTING
Celebrating
54 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
(313) 365-8630

1
2
/3

1
/2

3

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Must present coupon at time of estimate. 
With coupon. Expires 1-31-24.

Must present coupon at time of estimate. 
With coupon. Expires 1-31-24.

Vince 
586-838-7598

Painting and Drywall Repair

Free Estimates 10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 

Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job, 
Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

$225
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

 Heating
 Service 

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 1-31-24.

f

f

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

retain and develop existing 
teachers through mentor-
ship programs.   

• $76 million to expand 
“grow your own” programs, 
helping districts train staff 
for classroom roles.  

• $50 million to strength-
en teacher mentoring pro-
grams.  

• $30 million to recruit, 
train, and retain early ed-
ucators, with an addition-
al $15 million specifically 
for rural areas.   

n
Mayor Amer Ghalib had 

some harsh words for 
President Biden.

Ghalib took issue with 
Biden’s comments about 
the murder of a 6-year-old 
Muslim boy in Chicago. The 
boy was stabbed to death 
by an elderly white male in 
what was described as a 
hate crime.

Biden said, on social me-
dia, in part: 

“This horrific act of hate 
has no place in America, 
and stands against our 
fundamental values: free-
dom from fear for how we 
pray, what we believe, and 
who we are.”

Ghalib, a Muslim Yeme-
ni immigrant, said on his 
Facebook page that Biden 
had himself to blame for 
this murder.

“You fueled (these) 
kind of hate crimes and 
Islamophobia by spread-
ing false information and 
lies (e.g. beheaded ba-
bies and raped women),” 
Ghalib said, in reference 
to numerous media and 
government reports about 
the Hamas terrorist attack 
in Israel on Oct. 7 in which 
about 1,400 Israelis died.

Ghalib continued: “You 
make us feel unsafe by try-
ing to justify your support 
for the criminal and uneth-
ical attack on the civilians 
of Gaza using lies and 
made up stories.”

“Be a man and apologize 
for your moral and historic 
downfall, otherwise the 
blood of thousands of chil-
dren and innocent people 
will be a curse that will fol-
low you to your grave.”

According to the prose-
cutor in the Chicago mur-
der case, the suspect was 
motivated to kill the boy 
after listening to conserva-
tive talk radio broadcasts.

n
One of Hamtramck’s old-

est businesses took its 
first step in expanding its 
footprint into the south-
end.

And that will eventually 
mean more jobs – and in-
come taxes --coming into 
the city.

A groundbreaking cere-
mony was held at Metro-
politan Bakery on Lumpkin, 
where several lots will be 
transformed into a staging 
area for trucks, and much 
more.

The addition to the plant 
will mean less truck traffic 
on Lumpkin, which instead 
will be diverted one block 
west onto St. Aubin.

Company president 
George Kordas said the 
expansion is a “commit-
ment” to Hamtramck.

The only company older 
than Metropolitan in Ham-
tramck is Kowalski Sau-
sage on Holbrook, which 

was founded 103 years 
ago.

Metropolitan Bakery is 
well-known for the variety 
of baked goods it produc-
es, many of which are dis-
tributed nationally. Chanc-
es are, if you eat a slice 
of bread at a restaurant, it 
came from Metropolitan.

Or, as a company press 
agent said, “the hotdog 
bun you eat in Yankee Sta-
dium came from here.”

The expansion is sched-
uled to finish next June, 
and it will add 30,000 de-
veloped square feet to the 
company’s 20-acre site.

The development will 
also include new state-of-
the-art bun and roll lines, 
which will add 30 to 40 
percent extra capacity, and 
will also allow for increas-
es in refrigeration and 
freezer capabilities.

On top of that, the com-
pany will be adding at least 
25 jobs -- and likely more, 
eventually -- to the current 
workforce of 100, accord-
ing to the company’s press 
release.

According to the compa-
ny, the expansion will cost 
about $15 million.

n
For 56 years, Richard Do-

bek served with the Ham-
tramck Police Reserves.

He was the reserve of-
ficer with the white hair, 
and you would see him at 
just about every event, no 
matter how big or small, in 
Hamtramck, often through 
foul weather.

Mr. Dobek died on Oct. 
21, at the age of 78.

Mr. Dobek served in the 
Army, leaving military ser-
vice in 1967. He soon af-
ter joined the Hamtramck 
Police Reserves. He also 
worked for various cable 
companies, and strung up 
most of the cable lines in 
Hamtramck, starting in the 
1980s.

NOVEMBER
A city council candidate’s 

comment about the Holo-
caust drew local and na-
tional media attention.

Candidate Nasr Hussain 
has been no stranger to 
making controversial com-
ments on a variety of sub-
jects, especially on any-
thing LGBTQ-related.

His latest comment to 
raise eyebrows suggested 
that the Jews, who were 
persecuted during the Ho-
locaust, were advance-suf-
fering for how Israel is 
treating Palestinians now.

In a comment he made 
on the Facebook page 
Hamtramck Square -- which 
was posted underneath 
a photo of the Auschwitz 
death camp -- Hussain, 
a Muslim and immigrant 
from Yemen, said:

“Was the Holocaust 
God's advance punish-
ment of the ‘Chosen 
People’ for the savagery 
they're committing today 
against the innocent Pal-
estinians children and 
civilians? A heinous act, 
proving that they're as 
savage and cruel as the 
Nazis themselves, or even 
worse.”

The Detroit News was 
one of the first media out-
lets to pick up on the is-

Part two of our ‘Year 
in Review’ Continued from page 3
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sue.
Hussain, who owns Ama-

na Graphics on Holbrook, 
was confronted about that 
media attention by former 
City Councilmember, Joe 
Strzalka:

“Not the kind of article 
one should be proud of.”

In response, Hussain 
doubled down:

“Joe Strzalka That's your 
opinion. I am very happy 
that my message is getting 
amplified and able to reach 
thousands more through 
people who oppose it. God 
does wonders.”

As it turned out, Hussain 
didn’t win a seat on city 
council.

Hamtramck’s mayor and 
city council demanded an 
immediate ceasefire in 
Gaza, and they had a stern 
warning to President Joe 
Biden about his re-election 
chances next year.

At a recent city council 
meeting, the councilmem-

bers and mayor, who are 
all Muslim, adopted a res-
olution calling for a cease-
fire.

On Oct. 7, Hamas, which 
this country has labeled 
a terrorist organization, 
crossed into Israel and 
slaughtered about 1,400 
people. That attack set off 
a counter-offensive by the 
Israeli military, which now 
includes a ground invasion 
into Gaza. This onslaught 
has claimed the lives of 
an estimated 20,000 Pal-
estinians, many of them ci-
vilians caught in the cross-
fire.

Councilmember Moham-
med Hassan was the first 
to then focus on Biden’s 
role in supporting Israel.

He warned that Muslim 
Americans in Michigan 
have the political power to 
ruin his re-election chanc-
es, saying that Muslims in 
the Detroit area represent 
30,000 votes.

“We can change Michi-
gan,” Hassan said, “includ-
ing the governor.”

(Gov. Whitmer will be 
termed out at the end of 
her current term.)

Councilmember Refai 
also criticized Biden.

“I’m sick of our current 
administration. … Sleepy 
Joe, I think he hasn’t woke 
up from his sleep,” Refai 
said.

Republican frontrunner 
for the presidential nom-
ination, former President 
Donald Trump, is also a 
supporter of Israel and 
has warned that, if elect-
ed, he would deport any 
immigrant who supports 
Hamas, and would also re-
instate a ban on allowing 
Muslims to travel to the 
U.S.

On a recent Saturday, 
Hamtramck joined a num-
ber of other cities across 
the U.S. in rallying in sup-
port of Palestinians and 

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for 

the coming New Year - 
health, happiness and prosperity.
Christmas Season 2023

3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212
313-891-1520

Our Lady Queen 
of Apostles, 

A Century of Faith 
and Community
• 184 pages of 
Parish history

• Photographs and 
memories

• $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the 

Parish at 
313-891-1520 for 

more info on how to 
purchase the book.

Sunday, December 24 ................ Christmas Eve Vigil
 Family Mass............................................................4pm (English)
 Solemn Midnight Mass ................12:00 am (Polish & English)
 (Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols (koledy) at 11:30pm)

Monday, December 25 .......................Christmas Day
 Mass in Polish & English ................................................9:30am

Monday, January 1,  2023 .................New Year’s Day
 No Masses, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 (Not a Holy Day of obligation this year)

Sunday, January 6, 2023 ........... Epiphany of the Lord
 Mass .............................8:00am (English) and 9:30am (Polish)
 Blessed chalk and incense available

By Greg Kowalski
Author and historian

Leonard Kniffel will hold a
reception and signing for
his new book “Busia:
School Days on the Farm
with My Polish Grand-
mother” 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum.

It is the follow up to his

earlier book “Busia: Sea-
sons on the Farm with My
Polish Grandmother,” and
relates the story of his
childhood growing up on a
farm under the watchful
care of Busia – his grand-
mother. 

His stories are touching
and inspirational, and his
books would make excel-
lent holiday gifts. 

Copies of both “Busia”
books will be available for
purchase, and Kniffel will
sign books. Light refresh-
ments will be served free.

The Hamtramck Histori-
cal Museum is at 9525

Jos. Campau. Visit the mu-
seum website, www.ham-
tramckhistory.org. Email
hamtramckhistory@gmail.
com. Or call (313) 893-
5027.  
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Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

December 23 – Mass for People on our Prayer List 7 pm
December 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord Mass 9 am 

Christmas Sing-a-long 11:30 pm
Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12:00 Midnight

December 25 – Solemnity of Nativity of our Lord 9 am
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim) 10 am
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist –

Blessing of Wine 10 am
January 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord 10 am   

January 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name of Jesus 7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE
WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych

Swiat

Hamtramck Academy 
11420 Conant St., Hamtramck, MI  48212-3134 

313-368-7312 PHONE  313-477-2869 FAX

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 academic school year ends 

on 2/28/2020 at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades K - 8 
and can be obtained at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or 

by calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications 
received during open enrollment exceed available seats, a 

random-selection drawing will be necessary. The drawing, if 
needed, will be held on 3/12/2020 at 1:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose 
Area. Applications received after open enrollment will be accepted 

on a first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. 
Waiting lists will be formed accordingly. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

Hamtramck Academy admits students of any race, color, and 
nationality or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 

and activities generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of intellectual or 
athletic abilities, measures of achievement or aptitude, disability, 

status as a handicapped person, homeless status, English 
proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies and 
athletic or other school-administered programs.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out

on the Hamtown!

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Sunday, 
Dec. 15 & 22
10am-4pm

Monday, Dec. 23
6am-6pm

Christmas Eve
6am-4pm

‘Busia’ author is back for a book 
signing at Hamtramck’s museum

By Charles Sercombe
The holiday spirit could

be felt on Monday at Dick-
inson East Elementary
School.

That was the day the
folks at Mittens for De-
troit once again donated
hundreds of brand-new
mittens and gloves for the
students to pick out and
keep.

The mittens and gloves
came in a wide assort-
ment of sizes, styles and
colors. 

If a student wanted
them in shocking blue or
pink, no problem.

The students were ush-
ered in class-by-class,
and they hunched over

several tables with the
goods neatly arranged.
For some, choosing took
only minutes, while others
pondered a while over the
varieties of styles.

The need for cold-
weather clothing is great
in Hamtramck. Many of
the kids come from immi-
grant families who do not
have a lot of money to
spend on clothing.

At the very least, many
of them will now have
warm hands and fingers.

Mitten give-away returns to 
Dickinson East Elementary School

NEW LOCATION! 
40211 Mound Rd.

Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm, 

Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

demanding a ceasefire 
in Israel’s military war in 
Gaza.

About 1,000 people, a 
number of them from out-
side the city, gathered at 
Veterans Park and then 
marched through town, 
ending up in front of city 
hall, where Mayor Ghalib 
spoke.

Punctuated through-
out the rally were various 
chants and slogans, in-
cluding the familiar, and 
controversial, “From the 
river to the sea, Palestine 
will be free.”

President Biden also 
came under attack, and it 
was again suggested that 
he may pay a political price 
for his support of Israel. 
Occasionally, some yelled 
out “Genocide Joe has 
got to go,” in reference to 
Biden.

One speaker, Khaled 
Turanni, an American-Pal-
estinian activist, said that, 
unless Biden reverses 
course, Arab voters and 
others opposed to Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine will 
“swing Michigan,” noting 
that “We have options.”

The U.S. has been pres-
suring Israel to back off 
from its aggressive incur-
sion.

n
Two former mayoral ap-

pointees filed a federal 
lawsuit against the city, the 
mayor and the city council 
after being fired for raising 
a pride flag on a city flag-
pole.

Russ Gordon, former 

chairman of the Ham-
tramck Human Relations 
Commission, and Com-
mission member Catrina 
Stackpoole say their First 
Amendment and civil rights 
were violated, and also al-
lege the mayor and city 
council’s ban on displaying 
pride flags on city property 
was driven by religious be-
lief.

The two are seeking to 
get their appointments 
re-instated, as well as ask-
ing for financial reimburse-
ment for their legal fees, 
and other compensatory 
costs.

Mayor Ghalib had this re-
sponse, in part:

“This was expected. An-
other unnecessary distrac-
tion by the former power 
structure that doesn't like 
to see the city moving for-
ward. Good things are hap-
pening for the first time in 
decades such as budget 
surplus and infrastructure 
repair. 

“This exposes the for-
mer egregious leadership 
failure, therefore they want 
to constantly create obsta-
cles on our way. The neu-
trality resolution is legal 
and constitutional. The city 
doesn't discriminate, or 
give any preferential treat-
ment to any group. …”

n
Hamtramck Public 

School teachers say they 
come to work every day, 
and they demanded school 
board members come to 
their jobs as well.

At a rally held outside the 

district’s administrative of-
fice, about 40 members of 
the Hamtramck Federation 
of Teachers (HFT) met to 
protest the board’s absen-
teeism.

The board had sched-
uled its regular meeting for 
November, but that meet-
ing had previously been 
canceled without explana-
tion.

The HPS Board of Educa-
tion has canceled four of 
their regular monthly meet-
ings this year, and six of 
their monthly Committee 
of the Whole meetings.

“Tonight, they will not 
face the public,” said HFT 
President Toni Coral. “They 
are not doing their job. We 
want the board of educa-
tion to remember we show 
up when they don’t show 
up.”

 
DECEMBER

Sean Bier started the 
month off with a compre-
hensive look at the effort 
to restore “Hamtramck 
Disneyland,” which was 
originally created by Dmy-
tro Szylak on Klinger St.

Local artists have spent 
the past few years pains-
takingly restoring Szylak’s 
playful whirligigs perched 
on top of his two garages.

(Szylak died in 2015 at 
the age of 92.)

n
Hamtramck Public 

Schools suffered a finan-
cial blow.

Not only did the district 
have to grapple with the 
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OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm  
Sunday: 10am-4pm
Call for Extended Holidays Hours

9601 Joseph Campau St
Hamtramck, MI 48212
(313) 871-8080
www.srodek.com

WE SHIP
NATIONWIDE!

Happy 
New Year

Szczęśliwego
Nowego 
Roku!
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For All Your 
Roofing Needs
Ramzy Aiyash • Head of Operations                                         

Raiyash@aisroof.com

www.AISRoof.com

313.463.0653
Ruben Gonzales
586.804.4740

loss of $750,000 a year 
for building maintenance 
from the consistent defeat 
of a school millage renew-
al, but there will be less 
money coming to the dis-
trict due to the decrease of 
enrolled students.

State funding is, in part, 
predicated on the number 
of students in a district.

According to the district, 
there are about 109 fewer 
students enrolled in the 
city’s public schools com-
pared to last year -- which 
means a loss of about 
$9,600 per student of 
state financial support.

That will amount to a fi-
nancial hit of a little over 
$1 million.

According to the dis-
trict’s head count, there 
are 2,953 students en-
rolled this year, compared 
to 3,062 last year, which is 
according to state figures. 

It is unknown, at this 
point, what the district 
plans to do to beef up 
enrollment for next year. 
Unlike in previous years, 
there was little effort by 
the district to attract stu-
dents this school year.

There were more trou-
bling developments for the 
HPS Board of Education.

It appeared the board vi-
olated its own policy – and 
possibly state law – by not 
holding any meetings for 
two separate months this 
year.

The HPS Board of Educa-
tion canceled four of their 
regular monthly meetings 
this year, and six of their 
monthly committee of the 
whole meetings.

On two of those months, 
July and November, the 
board failed to meet at all.

That appears to violate 
the board’s own policy for 
holding “regular” meetings 
(section 0164.1), which 
states:

“The Board shall hold a 
meeting once each month 
on a date and at a time 
and place determined an-
nually by a resolution of 
the Board.”

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Education told 

The Review that, accord-
ing to state law (MCL 
380.11a(6)), school 
boards must follow this re-
quirement: 

“Regular meetings of 
the board shall be held at 
least once each month, at 
the time and place fixed by 
the bylaws. 

“Special meetings may 
be called and held in the 
manner and for the pur-
poses specified in the by-
laws. Board procedures, 
bylaws, and policies in ef-
fect on the effective date 

of this section shall contin-
ue in effect until changed 
by action of the board.”

Also, according to state 
law (MCL 380.1804), 
there are consequences 
for not holding a monthly 
meeting:

“Except as otherwise 
provided in this act, a 
school official or member 
of a school board or inter-
mediate school board or 
other person who neglects 
or refuses to do or perform 
an act required by (the Re-
vised School Code), or who 
violates or knowingly per-
mits or consents to a viola-
tion of (the Revised School 
Code), is guilty of a misde-
meanor  punishable by a 
fine not more than $500, 
or imprisonment for not 
more than 3 months, or 
both.”

The board also failed to 
meet in the month of De-
cember.

n
Hamtramck author Greg 

Kowalski once again took 
a stroll down the “Memory 

Lane” of the city.
But, this time, it was a 

little different.
In his latest book, “Ham-

tramck through the Years,” 
he has put himself inside 
the heads of folks through 
the decades, talking about 
their experiences living in 
Hamtramck.

Here’s what Kowalski 
had to say about his latest 
book:

“In ‘Through the Years,’ 
I wanted to give readers 
a close look at what life 
was like in Hamtramck at 
specific different periods. 
It employs extreme detail -- 
what sounds people heard, 
what odors they smelled 
in the air, what type of 
trees lined the streets at 
those times. It also was 
designed to show what 
issues concerned the res-
idents and how they coped 
with the special challeng-
es of each era.”

n
Allegations of wrongdo-

ing kept piling up at Wayne 
County’s Dickerson Jail 
here in Hamtramck.

In the latest develop-
ment, two former nurse 
employees, Tanzy Hud-
dleston and Shermanstine 
Morrow, filed a whistleblow-
er’s lawsuit claiming that 
the facility allowed outdat-
ed prescription drugs to be 
given to juveniles, and also 
noted:

• blatant violations of HI-
PAA laws

•broken medical devices 
•insufficient resources
•inadequate medical 

supplies
•glaring security issues, 

with medications left unse-
cured

•the defying of basic 
safety protocols

According to the law-
suit, filed in Wayne County 
Circuit Court, “the nurs-
es assert that the man-
agement's lax oversight 
opened the floodgates to 
fraudulent practices, theft, 
and the increased vulnera-
bility of the already at-risk 
youth.”

In an act of solidarity 
with the people of Pales-

Part two of our ‘Year in Review’ Continued from page 4

CONCERNED WOMEN OF HAMTRAMCK AND HAMTRAMCK PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PRESENTS 

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
26th ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Monday, January 15, 2024 
9:30 AM – 11:30 AM 

Hamtramck Community Center 
11350 CHAREST ST. – HAMTRAMCK, MI 48212 

 

 

A CHANGE IS GONNA COME 
Featuring  

HAMTRAMCK’S GOT TALENT 
(K-12 SHOWCASE) 

Tickets: Adults - $20.00   Students - (13-18) $10.00 (12 & under) Free  Table - $150.00 (8 seats) 
PURCHASE TICKET - EVENTBRITE 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mlk-26th-annual-prayer-breakfast-tickets-
771827385487?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 
Checks payable to: CONCERNED WOMEN OF HAMTRAMCK –  

11411 Lumpkin – Hamtramck MI 48212 
For more information call: Ms. Porter - (313) 573-0782 or Ms. Gray – (313) 772-5097 

tine, the Hamtramck City 
Council voted to rename 
Hamtramck’s portion of 
Holbrook as “Palestine Av-
enue.”

The resolution was 
prompted by the Oct. 7 at-
tack, by Hamas, on Israel, 
and Israel’s subsequent 
response by force on the 
Gaza Strip.

In the original attack, 
Hamas killed nearly 1,400 
people, and took over 200 
more as hostages.

Since then, Israel has 
retaliated by invading 
Gaza and, according to 
media reports, the Israeli 
military has (so far) killed 
about 20,000 people, in-
cluding about 8,000 chil-
dren.

Mayor Ghalib said that, 
at first, he was undecided 
about this proposal, “but 
the more I think about it, 
this is the last country in 
the world that’s occupied. 
It’s the hottest and most 
pressing topic that’s going 
on now.”

Ghalib said that pass-
ing the resolution “will not 
hurt us. It will hurt us if we 
reject this resolution with-
in our community. I am 
not worried about what’s 
going to happen outside 
of our community.”

The Grinch paid a visit 
to Hamtramck.

Hamtramck police are 
seeking information about 
a bank robbery that hap-
pened on Tuesday (Dec. 
19) at PNC Bank.

The robbery was report-
ed at about 4 p.m. and, so 
far, the police department 
is being tight-lipped about 
the details as to what hap-

pened.
According to a press 

release, the suspect, 
who had fled from the 
scene before officers ar-
rived, is described as a 
light-skinned black male, 
somewhere between 
5-foot, 10-inches tall, and 
6-foot, 3-inches tall.

The suspect was wear-
ing black clothing, a surgi-
cal mask and gloves.

Police did not say wheth-
er a gun was involved, but 
did say that no one was 
injured.

Once again, we come 
to the close of 2023. We 
at The Review wish you 
all a “Happy New Year.” 
From the way things are 
shaping up, 2024 will be 
another busy new year as 
well.

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 101st ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,

Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218

No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor
Sunday, Dec. 24th Christmas Eve – Fourth Sunday in Advent
 9:00 am Holy Mass
Monday, Dec. 25th Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord
 12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)
 9:00 am Holy Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 26th Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr  (Msza Św. w j. polskim)
 10:00 am Holy Mass
Wednesday, Dec. 27th  Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
 7:00 pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
Thursday, Dec. 28th  Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs
 7:00 pm Holy Mass
Saturday, Dec. 30th Solemnity of the Holy Family
 10:00 am Holy Mass

   

Greg Kowalski


