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BANISHED WORDS 2023
for Misuse, Du-uu and UMIH-'SMH

Itls What It Is

| Pt

Inflection
Paint

Quick Hits

Words worthy

of being banned

By Alan Madlane

Those wags at Lake
Superior State University
have once again come
out with their annual year-
end list of the 10 words
(and, mostly, phrases)
that they believe deserve
“pbanning,” due, they
say, to those words (and
phrases) being, among
other things, “imprecise,
trite, and meaningless...
inexact, stale, and inane.”

Well, that about covers
it!

Their biggest pet peeve
was actually an acronym:

“GOAT” meaning the
“Greatest Of All Time.”
We personally first

heard it used in reference
to a certain retiring quar-
terback who once slung
for some nearby Wolver-
ines, but we’re not sure
if that was, in fact, it's
first-ever use.

Nowadays folks sling
the term around, often,
ironically, but that fact
seems to have been lost
on our precision-oriented
pundits and Poindexters.

Their other grammatical
gripes (not really gram-
matical, but the allitera-
tion was too good to pass
up)? These:

(2) Inflection point
) Quiet quitting

3

(4) Gaslighting

(5) Moving forward

(6) Amazing

(7) Does that make
sense?

(8) Irregardless (not

even a real word)

(9) Absolutely

(10) Itiswhatitis

Mostly, they bemoan
that the words and terms
get thrown out there, of-
ten inappropriately, out of
laziness or banal trendi-
ness. On that, they actu-
ally may have a point.

Still — it is what it is.
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By Charles Sercombe

This week we continue
with our look back at the
year 2023.

JULY

After a year’'s delay in
dedicating Hamtramck’s
newest park, it finally got
done.

But then again, in the
case of this park, delays
and waiting are a common
theme.

We're talking about the
dedication of the Sarah
Sims Garrett Park, and the
monument to the woman,
and others, who were be-
ing honored with this park.
The dedication ceremony
was originally going to be
held last year, but that was
canceled due to a citywide
flooding that happened af-
ter heavy rains.

The park and monument
are dedicated to a long-
gone group of some 200
African-Americans, who
had filed a housing discrim-
ination class-action lawsuit
against Hamtramck in the
early 1970s.

Vera Burk, an Afri-
can-American who was
chairman of the Grand
Haven-Dyar-Dequindre
Corporation, one of the
two corporations set up to
mediate a settlement with
the city, said the effort to
settling the lawsuit “was a
struggle.”

“I love my Hamtramck,
but it was a struggle,” she
added.

Once again, the mari-
juana dispensary 3Fifteen
closed down.

But this time, a sign on
its door said it was perma-
nent.

Just a few months ago,
the Jos. Campau store, lo-
cated between Zinow and
Pulaski, reopened after be-
ing closed temporarily.

This now leaves three
operating dispensaries in
the city.

Marijuana sales compe-
tition in the metro area is
stiff, with dozens and doz-
ens of outlets competing

for customers. The mar-
ket has become oversat-
urated, causing prices for
various cannabis products
to be greatly reduced in re-
cent months.

The LGTBQ pride flag
flew once again on a Jos.
Campau flagpole.

But that lasted for just
a short while before a city
crew, including at least

straight city council meet-
ings since January, Coun-
cilmember Khalil Refai re-
turned.

His absence was nhever
fully explained, but his col-
leagues on council agreed
to excuse his missed
meetings in advance, and
with no knowledge as to
when he would return.

In response to a recent
email from The Review ask-

A new playscape in Veterans Park was just one of
the highlights that happened in the park this year -
and there is more to come in 2024,

four officers providing se-
curity, took it down.

On a recent Sunday, a
group of about 20 LGBTQ-
rights supporters gathered
at 3 p.m., in a demonstra-
tion of sorts, and watched
Russ Gordon, the chair-
man of the Hamtramck
Human Relations Commis-
sion, raise the pride flag.

It was a moment of de-
fiance in the aftermath of
the city council and may-
or backing a ban on flying
pride flags on city-owned
property.

This latest act, Gordon
predicted, would likely re-
sult in Mayor Amer Ghal-
ib removing him from the
commission he chaired.
(That indeed did happen.)

The mayor appoints Hu-
man Relations Commis-
sion members.

As for why he did it, Gor-
don read from a prepared
statement to those gath-
ered on Sunday.

“For me, the raising of
this flag is less about de-
fiance and more about
protest, and a plea for tol-
erance,” he said.

After having missed nine

Beer,
Wine and
Spirits

www.polonia-restaurant.net Find Us on Facebook!

ing why he had been gone,
Refai said the reason for
his absence was because
of “family obligations due
to medical issues unfor-
tunately, but everything is
well now thanks God."

For a few weeks, State
Rep. Abraham Aiyash
(D-Hamtramck) had hinted
at a financial windfall com-
ing to Hamtramck.

And by ‘big, he said
state funding would be to
the tune of millions of dol-
lars.

In a June 29 posting on
Facebook, he said that day
was a “historic” moment
for Detroit and Hamtramck,
as the state legislature
was wrapping up a budget.

“We secured tens of mil-
lions of dollars in funding
for our schools, infrastruc-
ture, for revenue sharing,
and this will be a very his-
toric budget that the gover-
nor will be signing soon,”
he said.

In about a two-minute
message he recorded
while in a budget session
in Lansing, he added:

“Hamtramck and Detroit

are set to get a whole lot
of money to start fixing
the problems that have
plagued (these) communi-
ties for so long.”

AUGUST

It's a clichéd thing to say,
but in this case, it can’t be
helped:

“Build it, and they will
come.”

Yes, it's that famous
quote from the movie
“Field of Dreams.”

That quote not only ap-
plies to the fictional base-
ball field of that film, but
now also to the very real
and new playscape at Vet-
erans Park (which is, coin-
cidentally, located next to a
very real, baseball field).

Thanks to a $600,000
grant, the rear portion of
Veterans Park was trans-

formed into a massive,
9,000-square-foot play-
scape.

The project came togeth-
er physically in less than
two weeks, thanks to an
army of General Motors
volunteers and others.

The non-profit company
Kaboom helped with de-
signing and coordinating
the building of the play-
scape.

One of the features in
the playscape is a kid-safe
zip line. There are also a
whole bunch of whimsical-
ly designed pieces for kids
to climb on.

During one summer eve-
ning, dozens of kids were
scrambling all over the
area, each vying for their
next turn on this and that.

The big favorite, without
a doubt, was the zip line.

“This is the best” said
one grinning 6-year-old girl.

The controversy over
whether to display a pride
flag on public property
spurred a rash of thefts of
private pride flags in town.

Former Mayor Karen
Majewski had three pride
flags torn down from her
vintage clothing store Tek-
la on Jos. Campaul.

Former Councilmember

Enjoy Our Polish Classics:

Stuffed Cabbage, Pierogies,
Crepes, Potato Pancakes, b
City Chicken, Pork Chops, ¢ |

Vegetarian Plates and

Homemade Soups:

Dill Pickle & Cabbage.

Don’t forget to try our
homemade sausage.

Dec. 31-Jan. 1

Closed New Year's Eve %

Re-Open Tuesday, Jan. 2

Catrina Stackpoole also
had a few flags stolen from
her house on St. Aubin.

Other residents through-
out the city reported simi-
lar thefts.

A couple who own a
building on Caniff reported
that several of their pride
flags were stolen.

Hamtramck Police Chief
Anne Moise told The Re-
view that several juvenile
suspects had been iden-
tified in recent pride flag
thefts, and one automobile
connected to a suspect
was impounded.

Moise said detectives
are now “working through
the cases,” and that “once
| have more information to
follow-up on, | can let you
know.”

(No charges were ever
filed in any of the cases.)

The pride flag issue has
become a deep dividing
point in the community.
The division has pitted the
conservative Muslim pop-
ulation in the city against
liberal progressives.

Hamtramck voters tor-
pedoed the Hamtramck
Public School District’s re-
quest for the renewal of a
“sinking fund” millage at
the August Primary Elec-
tion.

That rejection, by a 2-to-
1 margin, was a shocker
for some in the school dis-
trict, although it appears to
be a sign of things to come
for other millage requests
by the city and school dis-
trict down the road.

The school district said it
would try again to gain vot-
er-support in the upcoming
general election.

The only other issue on
the August primary ballot
for Hamtramck voters was
the city council candidate
race.

All three city council in-
cumbents survived, and
would move on to the gen-
eral election in November
where they would have a fi-
nal faceoff with three chal-
lengers.

Continued on page 2
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Hamtramck got news of
a huge financial lift from
the state’s new 2024 bud-
get.

The state’s new bi-parti-
san 2024 budget carves
out $15 million for the city.

The public school district
is also in line to get almost

$4 million in additional
state financing in this new
budget.

The financial breakdown

was as follows:
- $5 million for water in-
frastructure
-+ $260,000 for sidewalk
and alley repairs
- $500,000 for the Ye-
meni Foundation, located
in Hamtramck
Revenue sharing for
fiscal year 2024, totaling
$6,462,659
Hamtramck Public
Schools will also receive

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972 ‘=
Best quality for the
best prices.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Call for Hours

9517 Jos. Campau * Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

It’s Time to Pray,

Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Sunday School 10 a.m.

We are an Active
Parish Serving the
Community
Celebrating 101 Years of

Traditional, Catholic, and
Democratic Church

». Sunday, December 31st, Holy Mass 9:00
Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds

Jan 1 — New Year’s Day Solemnity of the

Jan 2 — Solemnity of the Holy Name

Jan 6 — Solemnity of the Epiphany

of our Lord Holy Mass 10 am
Jan 13 — Take-out Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm

Circumcision of our Lord
Holy Mass 9 am

of Jesus Holy Mass 9 am

Everyone Welcome!

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck ¢ Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor
313-365-0218 www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

$3,995,841 in additional
revenue, or $1,347 addi-
tional per pupil

SEPTEMBER

Although the Hamtramck
mayoral election was long-
over, the battle between
the former and current
mayors continued.

And it was all playing out
— where else? — on various
Hamtramck-centric  Face-
book pages.

The split has largely been
over social-cultural issues,
such as LGBTQ rights and,
specifically, Ghalib’s sup-
port for banning the dis-
play of pride flags on public
property.

That war of words has
now escalated to the point
where Mayor Amer Ghal-
ib, a Yemeni-American, is
calling former mayor Kar-
en Majewski an “Islamo-
phobe.”

What set that off was
when Majewski posted a
photo of a flyer or sticker
that was found on a city
garbage can that had an
illustration of Ghalib’s face
with the word “Terrorist”
printed underneath.

On her Facebook page,
she said:

“Found in the trash on JC
this morning. | can’t take
credit for creating, only for
sharing.”

When there was push-
back from some Ar-
ab-Americans who said
Majewski was implying
that all Arab-Americans are
terrorists, she took down
the photo and issued this

apology:

“My apologies if anyone
saw the photo | posted
as an attack on Muslims.
| don't know the intent of
the person who created
the sticker. | interpreted it
as criticism of an opportu-
nistic homophobe who is
allowing terrorism against
the LGBTQ+ community
and its allies to run ram-
pant in Hamtramck, and
then blaming the victim.
That is my lens.”

Ghalib shot back on his
Facebook page, saying:

“Islamophobia at
its extreme.

“This is what the whole
story is all about. Her true
colors are shown. ...”

The rift eventually culmi-
nated in Mayor Ghalib firing
Majewski from her position
on the city’s Downtown De-
velopment Authority.

The mayor makes ap-
pointments to the DDA,
and its members are un-
paid volunteers.

The reason for the firing,
Ghalib said, was because
Majewski criticized a num-
ber of decisions that he
and the city council made
during the past several
months.

“How can | get along with
people who work against
me?” Ghalib said.

Once again, the Ham-
tramck Labor Day Festival

gave a weekend to cele-
brate.

And, judging by the size
of the crowds each day,
this one appeared to have
been the best festival the
city has recently experi-
enced.

Old Mother Nature gave
us picture-perfect weather,
and threw in a scorcher of
a Monday.

The bands and enter-
tainers were once again
top-notch, and the big act
of the weekend, The Dead
Milkmen, packed Jos.
Campau up and down.

For vintage clothing lov-
ers, there was no short-
age of selections to try on.
Food lovers also had plen-
ty to choose from.

As for the parade on
Monday, it was once
again a joyous display of
all  things Hamtramck.
The only downer was that
some city councilmembers
and the mayor had an is-
sue with the display of
pride flags, and threatened
to withhold permission of
a parade next year.

The summer-long repav-
ing of Caniff, from Conant
to Buffalo, finally came to
an end, and it was once
again open for traffic.

After a whole summer of
tearing out the old pave-
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ment and installing new
water lines, this portion
of Caniff sported pristine
white concrete.

The repaving project,
estimated to cost a little
over $1 million, is part of
a three-pronged approach
where Caniff will eventually
be entirely repaved.

The work began a few
years ago with repaving
the street from the |75
service drive up to Jos.
Campau.

And then this year, from
Conant to Buffalo.

Guess what’'s coming
next year (2024)?

Yes, the portion from
Jos. Campau to Conant.
Oh, won’t that be fun for
residents and businesses
along this busy strip?

A sign of Hamtramck’s
past came back into view,
on one bright morning, af-
ter decades of obscurity.
Well, briefly — before it was
gotten rid of.

As part of the Ham-
tramck Historical Muse-
um’s continuing renova-
tions, a decrepit metal
sign that ran the length
of the building above the
front door was removed.

No one was sure how
long the sign had been in
place, but the years had
taken a toll. A coat of paint

Continued on page 3
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Inaugural Ceremony:

This week at the Library . ..

The Oath of

Chess Club:

December 29, 2023

Something new just for

* Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade
* English Language Learner Program

* Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

* Opportunities for parent involvement

including ESL classes

Educating your child
like our own!

* Before/after school program

* Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

* GSRP Preschool Program for 4 year olds

* High performing academic
achievement

2400 Denton Street in Hamtramck

Call 313-875-8888

Visit us online at hanleyacademy.com

Office for the city government will
take place on January 7, 2024 at the
Hamtramck Public Library. Registra-
tion and social hour will start at 1 pm,
ceremonies will start at 2 pm. Light
snacks and refreshments will be
served from 1 pm to 4 pm. Everyone
is invited to witness oath of office and
meet with the new city officials.

Bicycle Trail: Do you perambulate
through alleyways? Would you care
to voice your desire for safe cycling
spaces throughout the city? Consider
attending the public discussion about
the proposed designs for the renova-
tion of the Holbrook to Caniff stretch
of west Joseph Campau alley. Hear
what is up and share your thoughts
with city representatives here at the
library on January 10th at 5:30—7:30
pm.

Hoopla: Enjoy the winter season
with a little help from Hoopla. There
is a curated collection of holiday
themed books, music, movies and
more waiting to be unwrapped by you.
Find a link to this awesome resource
on website www.hamtramck.lib.mi.us
by checking under the eResources tab.

Science Fiction Day: If you would
like to have something high tech in
your reading materials, there is good
news. January 2nd is science fiction
day. Ursula Le Guink, Arthur Clarke,
Octavia Butler - Find a sci-fi author
which you like on our shielves and
take a coy of their work home with
you.

you. Games held on this Thursdays at
3:30 pm right here in the library.
Open to newbies, experienced pros,
and all those in between.

Author’s January Birthdays: J.D.
Salinger was born on January 1, 1919,
author of ‘““Catcher of the Rye. On
January 3, 1892 J.R.R. Tolkien was
born, the mind behind the sagas of
Middle-earth. If traditional religious
themes mashed up with the mythology
of the isles sounds like your cup of
tea, we have got “The Hobbit”, “The
lord of the Rings” trilogy and so on.
Perhaps you want your folktales less
fanciful and taken from amongst those
shared by the European peasantry of
centuries ago. Well, take a look at the
collections of the Brothers Grimm, of
whom Jakob Grimm was born on Jan-
uary 4, 1785. It is not quite the stuff
that Disney would have had you be-
lieve it to be.

Story Time: Get you kids together
and drop in on our Wednesday after-
noon Story Time at 12 noon. Present-
ed by guest readers from Hamtramck
Federation of Teachers.

Game Night: We are moving to
Wednesdays. Join us for Game Night
at the library. We are serving up
something fun each Wednesday at 4
pm. Stop by and let us know that you
have come to play. Everyone is invit-
ed.

Trivia: If you like trivia, you will be
happy to know that January 4th is Na-
tional Trivia Day.

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com
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that had been applied sev-
eral years ago was crum-
bling so badly that the city
took note and warned the
museum that it had to be
fixed.

That gave a needed
nudge to long-standing
plans to renovate the build-
ing's facade, and the Aver
Sign Co., of Ferndale, was
hired to remove the mam-
moth, 40-foot long sign.

What it revealed was sur-
prising. The area beneath
was in better shape than
what had been expected.

“It will be cleaned up and
restored,” said Joe Kochut,
chairman of the board of
directors of the Friends
of Historical Hamtramck,
the non-profit organization
that owns and operates
the museum. “It will look
beautiful.”

The building, at 9525
Jos. Campau, had been
built in about 1925 as the
Wisper & Schwartz Depart-
ment Store.

Hamtramck was about
to get greener.

We were not talking
green as in financial grants,
the creation of more parks,
or the worst dread in the
world for some here in
town: marijuana dispensa-
ries.

Instead, the city was
about to get more trees
planted throughout its
neighborhoods.

How many? About a mil-
lion bucks’ worth, thanks
to a grant from the U.S.
Forest Service's Urban
and Community Forest Pro-
gram.

City Manager Max Garba-
rino said the grant would
fund the planting of about
1,500 trees, and would
also fund further mainte-
nance of the trees that
had already been planted
or were about to be.

The grant would also,
he went on, allow the city
to have a tree steward on
hand, as well as procure
a subscription to a tree
management software pro-
gram.

“I'm incredibly excited.
This is huge for us,” Garba-
rino said.

It's said that politics can
make for “strange bedfel-
lows.”

For those unfamiliar with
the phrase, it means “that
political alliances in a com-
mon cause may bring to-
gether those of widely dif-
fering views,” according to
oxfordreference.com.

And that appeared to be
the case with Hamtramck
Mayor Amer Ghalib, a Mus-
lim, and Michael Flynn,
the former National Secu-
rity Advisor for President
Trump, a QAnon follower
and Christian nationalist.

Consider too, Flynn had
once been quoted that “Is-
lam is a cancer,” and that
America needs to become
a one-religion country - a
Christian nation.

Despite these glaring
differences, Ghalib ap-
parently found common
ground with Flynn, and has
met with him twice — most
recently at Azal Hall in
Hamtramck (on Holbrook)
where about 20-30 Yeme-
ni-American community
leaders, GOP members,
and others were invited.

And just what is this
common ground?

Flynn talked for over an
hour about the issue of
LGBTQ rights and how
schools are supposedly
indoctrinating children, as
well as on “woke” culture,
critical race theory, immi-
gration and the catch-all
“family values.”

This was the second
time that Ghalib has met
with Flynn. He had earli-
er gone to a rally that Fly-
nn was also at in Sterling

Heights.
Flynn, 64, a rightwing
conservative who has

been associated with the
Proud Boys, served under
Trump for just a few weeks
- before being fired for ly-
ing to Vice President Pence
regarding interactions with
Russians.

The former three-star
Army general was then
convicted of lying to the FBI
about those interactions
he had with Russia, and
that country’s meddling in
the 2016 president elec-

Hamtramck Review

tion.

Trump later pardoned Fly-
nn.

Ghalib started the meet-
ing by saying that he is not
a member of any political
party, and stressed more
than once to “focus on
what unites us, and rise
above what is trying to di-
vide us.”

OCTOBER

At the beginning of the
year, Hamtramck School
Board Vice President Salah
Hadwan had told teach-
ers and staff that, if they
don't like it here (meaning,
working in  Hamtramck’s

Phone (313) 874-2100

“Nobody’s forcing you
to stay here if you do not
want to be here for this dis-
trict and for the students,”
Hadwan said. “The door is
wide open. We are not go-
ing to stand here and con-
tinue to tolerate threats of
mass exodus.”

Once again, Mayor Gha-
lib found himself on the
receiving end of criticism,
this time for appearing on
Russian RT television, a
media source that the U.S.
government considers to
be a Kremlin propaganda
outlet existing to create di-
visions among Americans.

Canada, Britain and the
EU have all banned RT

schools), that they could

= rl

we BHOWED UP

TO WORK
THE ScHowL BOARD

Hamtramck public school teachers held a rally to

call out Board of Education members who are failing
to show up for their meetings.

leave.

Apparently, a number of
Hamtramck Public School
teachers and staffmem-
bers took him up on that
offer, and resigned at the
next meeting.

And, since January, there
had been a steady exodus
of teachers, department
heads and staff members.

Speaking last February
about board decisions,
Hamtramck president of
the teachers’ union, Toni
Coral, said:

“When people leave be-
cause of hostile attitudes
from elected officials, we
will struggle to fill those
vacancies. ... Why would
the school board president
and board allies essential-
ly tell district employees
that they, you, don’t care
about us?”

At an April 26 meeting,
Hadwan responded to re-
cent threats of another
wave of resignations.
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from being broadcast in
their countries. RT is fund-
ed by the Russian govern-
ment.

Ghalib posted a
three-minute excerpt of his
interview with the Russian
network on his Facebook
page.

Ghalib trod familiar terri-
tory: the issue of display-
ing pride flags on public
property.

Ghalib and the city coun-
cil banned the display
of those flags on public
property, which caused a
hailstorm of backlash from
the LGBTQ community and
their supporters.

As for the decision to
ban the display of pride
flags, Ghalib said:

“The city decided to stay

neutral because we have
different groups in the city;
we have conservatives, we
have liberals.”

He went on to say that
“we have groups on the
opposite side of the spec-
trum,” although it wasn’t
clear what he meant by
that.

“We support everyone
equally. We cannot side
with anyone against anoth-
er,” he added

On the decision to ban
pride flags, Ghalib said
“nobody protested against
it, except the LGBTQ group
because they thought it
was tied to them.”

The ban was also taken,
he said, “so other groups,
extremist groups, racist
groups would not come
and ask us to fly flags be-
cause of the LGTBQ flag.
So, you have to either fly
all or none.”

The Hamtramck Parks
Conservancy (HPC) named
a new executive director,
and he’s no stranger to the
city.

Thomas Habitz, Jr., of
Hamtramck, became ex-
ecutive director in Sep-
tember, after a sever-
al-month search. He has
also served on the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

“Our parks are the life-
blood of our community in
many ways,” Habitz said
in a press release. “They
are places that bring us to-
gether, honor our heritage,
and create new memories.
It is a privilege to steward
these indispensable as-
sets, and it is an exciting
time in Hamtramck as we
chart our future course to-
gether.”

If some state legisla-
tors have it their way, stu-
dents will be able to legally
use cannabis products at
school.

The state legislature
considered a bill that
would allow eligible kinder-

garteners and students
through 12th grade to use
low-THC medical marijuana
products, including edibles
and beverages, on school
premises.

Democrats in the House
of Representatives were
backing the bill, which was
introduced last Septem-
ber. State Sen. Jeff Irwin
(D-Ann Arbor) told People
magazine:

“Most of those students
who have autism or have
chronic pain or epilepsy
have to take time out of
the school day, miss in-
structional hours, and go
off campus to take medi-
cine, and then come back.”

If the bill is passed, mar-
jjuana products would be
administered by school
personnel.

There has been a teach-
er shortage nationwide
ever since the covid pan-
demic started three years
ago, and the situation was
only getting worse.

The shortage was so
bad that Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer signed legislation
to allow retired teachers
and public school employ-
ees to go back to work
while continuing to receive
full retirement benefits.

“I'am proud to signh legis-
lation making it easier for
retired teachers and pub-
lic school employees to
get back in the classroom
and continue making a dif-
ference for our kids while
earning the pensions they
deserve,” Whitmer said in
a recent press release.

In the state’s new bud-
get, additional funding is
being provided for such
things as:

+ $370 million to sup-
port teachers, including
continued support for the
Ml Future Educator Pro-
gram (which provides a
tuition-free path for college
students to become certi-
fied teachers) and funds to

Continued on page 4

FUNERAL DIRECTORY

When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home

MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
2396 Caniff at Brombach | 313-363-9600

J I DETROIT
!@@e Bjafk!" @ﬁy | FRIENDSHIP

HOLIDAY HOURS:
CLOSED New Years Eve, Dec. 31,
Closed New Years Day, Jan. 1
Re-Opens Tuesday, Jan. 2

For Up-to-Date Happenings at
Detroit Friendship House, Like us on Facebook

and follow us on Instagram!

Hunger Doesn't Take a Break for the Holidays!
This Holiday Season with all the good cheer and tidings of

Specializing in Polish and

Don’t F comfort and joy, let's not forget the families who are suffering the
_-%':.-{ £ ‘ [ YOur F Ol‘qet prolonged effects of inflation. Every month, they tell me they
[ ! Eu ropean Style Bakl ng Bread, DWalska'vo”te have to rotate bills, leaving some unpaid, just to ensure there's
f 1 Meats enough food for everyone in their family.”
. . = Or the
Cakes’ COOkIeS, Ples & PaStrles, Ho"days! Marsha told me, "My comfort and joy these days is when | come

to Friendship House and they have both milk and eggs! Have
you seen the price of milk and eggs these days!"

Wedding & Birthday Cakes
9833 Jos. Campau

Downtown Hamtramck

During this holiday season, your compassionate support can
ensure that young mothers like Marsha can tuck their babies into
bed with full bellies each night.

Can you Help Them During this Season of
Giving?

Thank you for your support and may you be blessed with
comfort and joy this Holiday Season!

Give Comfort & Joy!
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'RENTAL PROPERTIES « REAL EST
APARTMENTS & FLATS

Apartment to rent, flat to
rent, furnished room to
rent, storefront to rent, of-
fice for rent, 3618 Caniff,
Hamtramck 48212, 586-
422-7155, ask for Inas,
313-788-2493, Fred. 12/29

HOUSE
HELP WANTED FOR SALE

Positions available at Pi-
ast Institute. Call 248-
763-1609 to inquire. 1/5

Place an
Ad in
The Review

Today
Call
(313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their
ad following first publication.
The newspaper shall not be
liable for failure to publish an
ad, for a typographic error or
errors in publication except to
the extent of the cost of the ad
for the first day’s insertion. Ad-
justments for errors is limited
to the cost of that portion of the
ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified
advertisement.

Deadline for
classifieds for
next week is
Thursday at
Noon

Call
(313) 874-2100
to place your ad

Phone (313) 874-2100

# pwg
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December 29, 2023

Hamtramck Public TV-19

Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area
and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Public Library)

What’s on this coming week?
Special on former Mayor, Robert Kozaren,

Coming soon, History Pod-casts from Museum
Motivate Me Interviews, Music programs
ESL Classes for the 2023-24 school year
Local events, Library programs,
Interviews, Council meeting highlights,
Evenings with authors, and more.....

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER: If you know how to
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a
news story, to be aired the same day. Send in event
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you
want to share with the community, etc.

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from
Hamtramck Public Library
On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public
TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV”
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV;
Hamtramck Public Library; videos

To place community announcement
call the Library at 313-733-6822
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com
Announcements submitted by 10 am
Will go on air the same day (evening)
To send large video files (TINYurl.com/hpl-tv)

e,

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

We Repair & Install
e Furnaces
e Boilers
e Air Conditioners

¢ Licensed & Insured
E] Financing Available
Ask for Details

A& E HEATING &

GOOLING

Heating & Cooling Systems

—

12/31/23

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964
11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

Serving our community for over
100 years since 1904.
* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA

PLUMBING & HEATING
(313) 365-8630

PAINTING

IN'VINCE'ABLE PAINTING
Interior / Exterior & Power Washing
Painting and Drywall Repair

Vince

Free Estimates 586-838-7598

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BROTHERS
HANDYMAN
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS
Interior * Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

* Handyman Services * Roof Repairs
+ Sidings & Gutters « Chimney Work + Porches
Ask for Frank

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-491
FREE
ESTIMATES

Celebrating
54 Years of

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

*225

Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 1-31-24.

Furnaces,
Boilers,
Heating,
Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

Service!
cJ
PLUMBING & HEATING
% Fast Same Day Service x
5 Heating " T 10% DISCOUNT
Service $ 99 Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating,
Cleaning g:::a"s Extra ,, k Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning Job,
Must present coupon at hme of est\mate With coupon. l ||:ztt:|::;ii;:n3:t;$5ﬁ::r-
40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank
Starting at
Upgleﬂer?tséra
Must present coupon at time of estimate.
With coupon. Expires 1-31-24.

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —
i Heating & Cooling Rooftop Umts
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com —

Excavating + Sinks -
- Air Conditioners

+ Hydro-Jetters - Laundry Tubs
+ Sump Pumps

Faucets i -

Service « Installation - Repairs

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969 - Licensed & Insured
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retain and develop existing
teachers through mentor-
ship programs.

- $76 million to expand
“grow your own” programs,
helping districts train staff
for classroom roles.

- $50 million to strength-
en teacher mentoring pro-
grams.

- $30 million to recruit,
train, and retain early ed-
ucators, with an addition-
al $15 million specifically
for rural areas.

Mayor Amer Ghalib had
some harsh words for
President Biden.

Ghalib took issue with
Biden’'s comments about
the murder of a 6-year-old
Muslim boy in Chicago. The
boy was stabbed to death
by an elderly white male in
what was described as a
hate crime.

Biden said, on social me-
dia, in part:

“This horrific act of hate
has no place in America,
and stands against our
fundamental values: free-
dom from fear for how we
pray, what we believe, and
who we are.”

Ghalib, a Muslim Yeme-
ni immigrant, said on his
Facebook page that Biden
had himself to blame for
this murder.

“You fueled (these)
kind of hate crimes and
Islamophobia by spread-
ing false information and
lies (e.g. beheaded ba-
bies and raped women),”
Ghalib said, in reference
to numerous media and
government reports about
the Hamas terrorist attack
in Israel on Oct. 7 in which
about 1,400 Israelis died.

Ghalib continued: “You
make us feel unsafe by try-
ing to justify your support
for the criminal and uneth-
ical attack on the civilians
of Gaza using lies and
made up stories.”

“Be a man and apologjze
for your moral and historic
downfall, otherwise the
blood of thousands of chil-
dren and innocent people
will be a curse that will fol-
low you to your grave.”

According to the prose-
cutor in the Chicago mur-
der case, the suspect was
motivated to kill the boy
after listening to conserva-
tive talk radio broadcasts.

One of Hamtramck’s old-
est businesses took its
first step in expanding its
footprint into the south-
end.

And that will eventually
mean more jobs — and in-
come taxes -coming into
the city.

A groundbreaking cere-
mony was held at Metro-
politan Bakery on Lumpkin,
where several lots will be
transformed into a staging
area for trucks, and much
more.

The addition to the plant
will mean less truck traffic
on Lumpkin, which instead
will be diverted one block
west onto St. Aubin.

Company president
George Kordas said the
expansion is a “commit-
ment” to Hamtramck.

The only company older
than Metropolitan in Ham-
tramck is Kowalski Sau-
sage on Holbrook, which

Continued from page 3

was founded 103 years
ago.

Metropolitan Bakery is
well-known for the variety
of baked goods it produc-
es, many of which are dis-
tributed nationally. Chanc-
es are, if you eat a slice
of bread at a restaurant, it
came from Metropolitan.

Or, as a company press
agent said, “the hotdog
bun you eat in Yankee Sta-
dium came from here.”

The expansion is sched-
uled to finish next June,
and it will add 30,000 de-
veloped square feet to the
company’s 20-acre site.

The development will
also include new state-of-
the-art bun and roll lines,
which will add 30 to 40
percent extra capacity, and
will also allow for increas-
es in refrigeration and
freezer capabilities.

On top of that, the com-
pany will be adding at least
25 jobs - and likely more,
eventually - to the current
workforce of 100, accord-
ing to the company’s press
release.

According to the compa-
ny, the expansion will cost
about $15 million.

For 56 years, Richard Do-
bek served with the Ham-
tramck Police Reserves.

He was the reserve of-
ficer with the white hair,
and you would see him at
just about every event, no
matter how big or small, in
Hamtramck, often through
foul weather.

Mr. Dobek died on Oct.
21, at the age of 78.

Mr. Dobek served in the
Army, leaving military ser-
vice in 1967. He soon af-
ter joined the Hamtramck
Police Reserves. He also
worked for various cable
companies, and strung up
most of the cable lines in
Hamtramck, starting in the
1980s.

NOVEMBER

A city council candidate’s
comment about the Holo-
caust drew local and na-
tional media attention.

Candidate Nasr Hussain
has been no stranger to
making controversial com-
ments on a variety of sub-
jects, especially on any-
thing LGBTQ-related.

His latest comment to
raise eyebrows suggested
that the Jews, who were
persecuted during the Ho-
locaust, were advance-suf-
fering for how Israel is
treating Palestinians now.

In a comment he made
on the Facebook page
Hamtramck Square —which
was posted underneath
a photo of the Auschwitz
death camp - Hussain,
a Muslim and immigrant
from Yemen, said:

“Was the Holocaust
God's advance punish-
ment of the ‘Chosen
People’ for the savagery
they're committing today
against the innocent Pal-
estinians children and
civilians? A heinous act,
proving that they're as
savage and cruel as the
Nazis themselves, or even
worse.”

The Detroit News was
one of the first media out-
lets to pick up on the is-

Continued on page 5
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Hussain, who owns Ama-
na Graphics on Holbrook,
was confronted about that
media attention by former
City Councilmember, Joe
Strzalka:

“Not the kind of article
one should be proud of.”

In response, Hussain
doubled down:

“Joe Strzalka That's your
opinion. | am very happy
that my message is getting
amplified and able to reach
thousands more through
people who oppose it. God
does wonders.”

As it turned out, Hussain
didn’t win a seat on city
council.

Hamtramck’s mayor and
city council demanded an
immediate ceasefire in
Gaza, and they had a stern
warning to President Joe
Biden about his re-election
chances next year.

At a recent city council
meeting, the councilmem-

bers and mayor, who are
all Muslim, adopted a res-
olution calling for a cease-
fire.

On Oct. 7, Hamas, which
this country has labeled
a terrorist organization,
crossed into Israel and
slaughtered about 1,400
people. That attack set off
a counter-offensive by the
Israeli military, which now
includes a ground invasion
into Gaza. This onslaught
has claimed the lives of
an estimated 20,000 Pal-
estinians, many of them ci-
vilians caught in the cross-
fire.

Councilmember Moham-
med Hassan was the first
to then focus on Biden’s
role in supporting Israel.

He warned that Muslim
Americans in Michigan
have the political power to
ruin his re-election chanc-
es, saying that Muslims in
the Detroit area represent
30,000 votes.

Hamtramck Review

“We can change Michi-
gan,” Hassan said, “includ-
ing the governor.”

(Gov. Whitmer will be
termed out at the end of
her current term.)

Councilmember
also criticized Biden.

“I'm sick of our current
administration. ... Sleepy
Joe, | think he hasn’t woke
up from his sleep,” Refai
said.

Republican frontrunner
for the presidential nom-
ination, former President
Donald Trump, is also a
supporter of Israel and
has warned that, if elect-
ed, he would deport any
immigrant who supports
Hamas, and would also re-
instate a ban on allowing
Muslims to travel to the
u.S.

On a recent Saturday,
Hamtramck joined a num-
ber of other cities across
the U.S. in rallying in sup-
port of Palestinians and

Refai

Hamtramck 2024 Inaugural Ceremony
Sunday, January 7, 2024 at 2 pm

1:00 pm - Registration, refreshments and social hour
2:00 pm - Oath of Office Ceremony
3:00 pm - Photo Opportunities, refreshments and light snacks

At Hamtramck Public Library

Here to Talk. Here to Help.

Phone (313) 874-2100

demanding a ceasefire
in Israel’s military war in
Gaza.

About 1,000 people, a
number of them from out-
side the city, gathered at
Veterans Park and then
marched through town,
ending up in front of city
hall, where Mayor Ghalib
spoke.

Punctuated through-
out the rally were various
chants and slogans, in-
cluding the familiar, and
controversial, “From the
river to the sea, Palestine
will be free.”

President Biden also
came under attack, and it
was again suggested that
he may pay a political price
for his support of Israel.
Occasionally, some yelled
out “Genocide Joe has
got to go,” in reference to
Biden.

One speaker, Khaled
Turanni, an American-Pal-
estinian activist, said that,
unless Biden reverses
course, Arab voters and
others opposed to Israel’s
occupation of Palestine will
“swing Michigan,” noting
that “We have options.”

The U.S. has been pres-
suring Israel to back off
from its aggressive incur-
sion.

Two former mayoral ap-
pointees filed a federal
lawsuit against the city, the
mayor and the city council
after being fired for raising
a pride flag on a city flag-
pole.

Russ Gordon, former

chairman of the Ham-
tramck Human Relations
Commission, and Com-
mission member Catrina
Stackpoole say their First
Amendment and civil rights
were violated, and also al-
lege the mayor and city
council’s ban on displaying
pride flags on city property
was driven by religious be-
lief.

The two are seeking to
get their appointments
re-instated, as well as ask-
ing for financial reimburse-
ment for their legal fees,
and other compensatory
costs.

Mayor Ghalib had this re-
sponse, in part:

“This was expected. An-
other unnecessary distrac-
tion by the former power
structure that doesn't like
to see the city moving for-
ward. Good things are hap-
pening for the first time in
decades such as budget
surplus and infrastructure
repair.

“This exposes the for-
mer egregious leadership
failure, therefore they want
to constantly create obsta-
cles on our way. The neu-
trality resolution is legal
and constitutional. The city
doesn't discriminate, or
give any preferential treat-
ment to any group. ...”

Hamtramck Public
School teachers say they
come to work every day,
and they demanded school
board members come to
their jobs as well.

At a rally held outside the

district’s administrative of-
fice, about 40 members of
the Hamtramck Federation
of Teachers (HFT) met to
protest the board’s absen-
teeism.

The board had sched-
uled its regular meeting for
November, but that meet-
ing had previously been
canceled without explana-
tion.

The HPS Board of Educa-
tion has canceled four of
their regular monthly meet-
ings this year, and six of
their monthly Committee
of the Whole meetings.

“Tonight, they will not
face the public,” said HFT
President Toni Coral. “They
are not doing their job. We
want the board of educa-
tion to remember we show
up when they don’'t show

up.”

DECEMBER

Sean Bier started the
month off with a compre-
hensive look at the effort
to restore “Hamtramck
Disneyland,” which was
originally created by Dmy-
tro Szylak on Klinger St.

Local artists have spent
the past few years pains-
takingly restoring Szylak’s
playful whirligigs perched
on top of his two garages.

(Szylak died in 2015 at
the age of 92.)

Hamtramck Public
Schools suffered a finan-
cial blow.

Not only did the district
have to grapple with the

Continued on page 6

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for

the coming New Year -
health, happiness and prosperity.

Christmas Season 2023
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, Ml 48212

DWIHN

Your Link to Holistic Healthcare

v

Integrated Health Services

DWIHN Helps Nearly 75,000 People Annually
0\

Behavioral Health
Children's Services
Developmental
Disabilities

Intellectual Disabilities
Substance Use

www.dwihn.org

1{GL Jolin

@DetroitWaynelHN

- - : N =]
A 1T

Do You Need Help? Contact Us. 24-Hour HelpLine 800-241-4949

313-891-1520
Sunday, December 24 ................ Christmas Eve Vigil
Family Mass.........ccccovmmenennnescncsns e sesens 4pm (English)
Solemn Midnight Mass................. 12:00 am (Polish & English)

(Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols (koledy) at 11:30pm) Our Lady Queen

Monday, December 25 ..............ucuueeee Christmas Day | 5 cf,ﬁ:;,sﬂf :;ith
Mass in Polish & English ...........coeverrenenenenenenesenesesenenns 9:30am and Community
- 184 pages of
Monday, January 1, 2023................. New Year’s Day Parish history

+ Photographs and
memories
+ $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the
Parish at
313-891-1520 for
more info on how to
purchase the book.

No Masses, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(Not a Holy Day of obligation this year)

Sunday, January 6, 2023........... Epiphany of the Lord
| T 8:00am (English) and 9:30am (Polish)
Blessed chalk and incense available

S E i 14 l °
(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours

W estisan g
'l_'. __‘: ! m' Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm,
° Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA,
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!

“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”
ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL'S BIZARRE FOODS

NEW LOCATION!
40211 Mound Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours
‘www.Srodek.com
9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

Srodok’s

Quality Polish Food _

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries!
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.
Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

WE SHIP
=

OUR HOMEMADE NATIONWIDE! Zs
Krakowska Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
Cottage Ham/Baleron Head Cheese/Salceson many more...
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka (4 Types) Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types) Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Smoked Bacon/Boczek Crepes/Nalesniki Biala Kielbasa




loss of $750,000 a year
for building maintenance
from the consistent defeat
of a school millage renew-
al, but there will be less
money coming to the dis-
trict due to the decrease of
enrolled students.

State funding is, in part,
predicated on the number
of students in a district.

According to the district,
there are about 109 fewer
students enrolled in the
city’s public schools com-
pared to last year — which
means a loss of about
$9,600 per student of
state financial support.

That will amount to a fi-
nancial hit of a little over
$1 million.

According to the dis-
trict’'s head count, there
are 2,953 students en-
rolled this year, compared
to 3,062 last year, which is
according to state figures.

It is unknown, at this
point, what the district
plans to do to beef up
enroliment for next year.
Unlike in previous years,
there was little effort by
the district to attract stu-
dents this school year.

There were more trou-
bling developments for the
HPS Board of Education.

It appeared the board vi-
olated its own policy — and
possibly state law — by not
holding any meetings for
two separate months this
year.

The HPS Board of Educa-
tion canceled four of their
regular monthly meetings
this year, and six of their
monthly committee of the
whole meetings.

On two of those months,
July and November, the
board failed to meet at all.

That appears to violate
the board’s own policy for
holding “regular” meetings
(section 0164.1), which
states:

“The Board shall hold a
meeting once each month
on a date and at a time
and place determined an-
nually by a resolution of
the Board.”

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Education told

WESOLYCH SWIAT!

Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 101st ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,
Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218
No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor

Holy Cross Parish | H_&_

Sunday, Dec. 24th

Monday, Dec. 25th

Tuesday, Dec. 26th
Wednesday, Dec. 27th
Thursday, Dec. 28th

Saturday, Dec. 30th
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The Review that, accord-
ing to state law (MCL
380.11a(6)), school
boards must follow this re-
quirement:

“Regular meetings of
the board shall be held at
least once each month, at
the time and place fixed by
the bylaws.

“Special meetings may
be called and held in the
manner and for the pur-
poses specified in the by-
laws. Board procedures,
bylaws, and policies in ef-
fect on the effective date

Greg Kowalski

of this section shall contin-
ue in effect until changed
by action of the board.”

Also, according to state
law (MCL 380.1804),
there are consequences
for not holding a monthly
meeting:

“Except as otherwise
provided in this act, a
school official or member
of a school board or inter-
mediate school board or
other person who neglects
or refuses to do or perform
an act required by (the Re-
vised School Code), or who
violates or knowingly per-
mits or consents to a viola-
tion of (the Revised School
Code), is guilty of a misde-
meanor punishable by a
fine not more than $500,
or imprisonment for not
more than 3 months, or
both.”

The board also failed to
meet in the month of De-
cember.

Hamtramck author Greg
Kowalski once again took
a stroll down the “Memory

Phone (313) 874-2100
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Lane” of the city.

But, this time, it was a
little different.

In his latest book, “Ham-
tramck through the Years,”
he has put himself inside
the heads of folks through
the decades, talking about
their experiences living in
Hamtramck.

Here’s what Kowalski
had to say about his latest
book:

“In ‘Through the Years,
| wanted to give readers
a close look at what life
was like in Hamtramck at
specific different periods.
It employs extreme detail -
what sounds people heard,
what odors they smelled
in the air, what type of
trees lined the streets at
those times. It also was
designed to show what
issues concerned the res-
idents and how they coped
with the special challeng-
es of each era.”

Allegations of wrongdo-
ing kept piling up at Wayne
County’s Dickerson Jail
here in Hamtramck.

In the latest develop-
ment, two former nurse
employees, Tanzy Hud-
dleston and Shermanstine
Morrow, filed a whistleblow-
er's lawsuit claiming that
the facility allowed outdat-
ed prescription drugs to be
given to juveniles, and also
noted:

« blatant violations of HI-
PAA laws

- broken medical devices

- insufficient resources

«inadequate medical
supplies

- glaring security issues,
with medications left unse-
cured

-the defying of basic
safety protocols

According to the law-
suit, filed in Wayne County
Circuit Court, “the nurs-
es assert that the man-
agement's lax oversight
opened the floodgates to
fraudulent practices, theft,
and the increased vulnera-
bility of the already at-risk
youth.”

In an act of solidarity
with the people of Pales-

For All Your
Roofing Needs

Ramazy Aiyash ¢ Head of Operations
Raiyash@aisroof.com

www.AISRoof.com

313.463.0653

Ruben Gonzales

586.804.4740

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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Christmas Eve — Fourth Sunday in Advent

9:00 am Holy Mass

Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord
12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)

9:00 am Holy Mass

Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr (Msza Sw.w J. polskim)

10:00 am Holy Mass

Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00 pm Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
Observance of Holy Innocents, Martyrs

7:00 pm Holy Mass
Solemnity of the Holy F amily
10:00 am Holy Mass

tine, the Hamtramck City
Council voted to rename
Hamtramck’s portion of
Holbrook as “Palestine Av-
enue.”

The resolution was
prompted by the Oct. 7 at-
tack, by Hamas, on lIsrael,
and lIsrael’s subsequent
response by force on the
Gaza Strip.

In the original attack,
Hamas killed nearly 1,400
people, and took over 200
more as hostages.

Since then, Israel has
retaliated by invading
Gaza and, according to
media reports, the Israeli
military has (so far) killed
about 20,000 people, in-
cluding about 8,000 chil-
dren.

Mayor Ghalib said that,
at first, he was undecided
about this proposal, “but
the more | think about it,
this is the last country in
the world that’s occupied.
It's the hottest and most
pressing topic that’s going
on now.”

Ghalib said that pass-
ing the resolution “will not
hurt us. It will hurt us if we
reject this resolution with-
in our community. | am
not worried about what’s
going to happen outside
of our community.”

The Grinch paid a visit
to Hamtramck.

Hamtramck police are
seeking information about
a bank robbery that hap-
pened on Tuesday (Dec.
19) at PNC Bank.

The robbery was report-
ed at about 4 p.m. and, so
far, the police department
is being tight-lipped about
the details as to what hap-

Friday, December 29, 2023

pened.
According to a press
release, the suspect,

who had fled from the
scene before officers ar-
rived, is described as a
light-skinned black male,
somewhere between

5-foot, 10-inches tall, and
6-foot, 3-inches tall.

The suspect was wear-
ing black clothing, a surgi-
cal mask and gloves.

Police did not say wheth-
er a gun was involved, but
did say that no one was
injured.

Once again, we come
to the close of 2023. We
at The Review wish you
all a “Happy New Year.”
From the way things are
shaping up, 2024 will be
another busy new year as
well.

-

CONCERNED WOMEN OF HAMTRAMCK AND HAMTRAMCK PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
PRESENTS

REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
26t ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
Monday, January 15, 2024
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Hamtramck Community Center
11350 CHAREST ST. - HAMTRAMCK, MI 48212

A CHANGE IS GONNA COME

Featuring

HAMTRAMCK’S GOT TALENT
(K-12 SHOWCASE)

Tickets: Adults - $20.00 Students - (13-18) $10.00 (12 & under) Free Table - $150.00 (8 seats)
PURCHASE TICKET - EVENTBRITE
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mlk-26th-annual-prayer-breakfast-tickets-

771827385487?aff=oddtdtcreator

Checks payable to: CONCERNED WOMEN OF HAMTRAMCK —
11411 Lumpkin - Hamtramck M1 48212
For more information call: Ms. Porter - (313) 573-0782 or Ms. Gray - (313) 772-5097

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE
Eric R. Sabree - Wayne County Treasurer

Property taxhpayment plans
are available now!

Interest Reduction
Stipulated Payment
Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest
rate from 18% to 6% for eligible
taxpayers. To sign up, you must own
and live in your home, and have a
Principal Residence Exernption [PRE)

L5
LL WTECRIE,

program.

and 1D that proves residency.

Stipulated Payment
Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows
a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a
payment schedule. The plan will avoid
foreclosure provided that payrments
are submitted per the agreed upon

schedule.

For more information, email WCTOPaymentPlans@waynecounty.com or call (313) 224-5990.

Pay As You Stay Payment
Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for those who have first applied
for their local municipality's Poverty Tax
Exemption (PTE) and recened an
approval. Once notified by your local
Assessor's office and deemed eligible,
our office will mail you a notification
letter with your Reduced Amount Due.
You will have the option of paying a
lump sum [(additional 10% off] or
enrolling into a PAYSPA.

Many of these plans are
available online at
treasurer.waynecounty.com!

Distressed Owner Occupant
Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to

everyone. If you own and live in the

property, and are suffering financial

hardship you may qualify for this

occupancy, and hardship are required.

Proof of ownership,




