
By Charles Sercombe
The Hamtramck La-

bor Day Festival is this 
weekend, and here’s 
one more reminder 
for residents near the 
festival grounds to get 
ready to find alternati-
ve parking during the 
weekend.

Side streets leading 
into Jos. Campau from 
Caniff to Pulaski will be 
blocked off – meaning 
you won’t be able get 
through or park there.

The streets will be 
blocked off starting at 
7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
29 through Tuesday, 
Sept. 2 at 7 a.m.

We know this is an 
inconvenience, but it’s 
also a holiday weekend 
and a number of folks 
go out of town, and 
even some businesses 
close up.

Weather-wise, accor-
ding to local forecas-
ters this weekend will 
be sunny with mild tem-
peratures in the 70s – 
perfect for an end-of-
the-summer party.
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DANNY D LIVE!
Labor Day Weekend
Sunday, August 31

6-8 pm on the South Stage (near Caniff)
Danny D and the Vagabonds

Jezy Brothers • Sunday, August 31 South Stage 5pm

By Charles Sercombe
Seems like we say this 

every year, mostly becau-
se indeed we do say this: 
It’s hard to believe it’s 
time again this weekend 
for the annual Hamtra-
mck Labor Day Festival.

That’s how quickly a 
Michigan summer goes 
by.

The festival is now ce-
lebrating its 45th year 
since it was first started, 
way back in 1980.

In those 45 years, there 
was at least one year that 
the festival was canceled. 
That was back when the 
city was under the control 
of its first state-appointed 
emergency manager – so, 
sometime around 2000 
or so.

As usual, this wee-
kend’s festival offers a 
musical lineup of the 
area’s leading bands and 
performers, as well as a 
variety of food, local craft 
folks and other vendors, 
Big Time wrestling, the 
famed Canoe Race and 
a carnival midway with ri-
des and games.

Did we mention beer 
and drinks? Yes, that too, 
for those who imbibe.

And, as usual, it’s free 
to attend the festival. 

On top of all that, on 
Monday – Labor Day – the 
City of Hamtramck struts 
its stuff in the parade 
by featuring local orga-
nizations, businesses, 
marching bands and who 
knows what else. It’s all 
homegrown, and distinct-
ly Hamtramck.

The highlight of the 
weekend, not counting 
the continuous rotation 
of performers on two sta-
ges, is the Canoe Race 
held on Monday at noon, 
sharp.

There is a change to 
the canoe event this year. 
It is being held at the 
north end of the festival 
grounds, past the carni-
val.

According to organizers, 
this was done to give 
both spectators and par-
ticipants more room.

So, just what is involved 
with a canoe race that is 
held on pavement?

Well, there is water in-
volved – and plenty of it 
-- in the form of water bal-
loons and high-powered 
super soaker “guns.”

City’s party 
of the year 
this weekend

By Charles Sercombe
The cost of an internal 

investigation into three 
city officials has reached 
over $300,000, and that 
cost will continue to get 
higher.

The Review obtained, 
through a Freedom of In-
formation Act request, 
a legal bill submitted by 
the Miller Johnson law 
firm that was hired by the 
mayor and city council 
to conduct the investiga-
tion.

That bill is now at 
$339,439 and, according 

to sources, will climb clo-
ser to $500,000.

The law firm investiga-
ted various allegations 
of wrongdoing by Police 
Chief Jamiel Altaheri, of-
ficer David Adamczyk, 
and City Manager Max 
Garbarino.

The results of those in-
vestigations were discus-
sed at Tuesday’s city 
council meeting.

The law firm’s involve-
ment stems from City Ma-
nager Garbarino putting 
Police Chief Altaheri on 

City socked with a 
steep legal bill for 
internal investigations

By Charles Sercombe
The heads are rolling in 

city hall.
And the local media is 

having a field day with their 
coverage of Hamtramck.

At Tuesday’s city council 
meeting, the council ag-
reed to fire City Manger 
Max Garbarino.

Police Chief Jamiel Alta-
heri and police investigator 
Dave Adamczyk are next 
on the chopping block.

Garbarino had been on 
paid administrative leave 
for about a month, along 
with Altaheri and Ada-
mczyk.

All were under an inter-
nal investigation, by a le-
gal firm hired by the city 
council, after allegations 
of wrongdoing. The re-
sults of this investigation, 
which has so far cost the 
city over $300,000 -- and 
could possibly end up cos-
ting $500,000 or more 
-- found serious issues of 
wrongdoing with the police 
chief and police investiga-
tor Adamczyk.

As for Garbarino, he was 
criticized for recommen-
ding the chief hire inves-
tigator Adamczyk, and for 
not acting soon enough 
to take disciplinary action 
against Chief Altaheri.

The internal report on Al-
taheri included instances 
of drunk driving and being 
involved in transporting 
a stolen vehicle, among 
other alleged offenses.

Altaheri has denied the 
accusations.

Adamczyk initiated an 

investigation into Altahe-
ri including secretly tape 
recording him, violating va-
rious department policies.

The council is also 
recommending that the 
city’s acting city manager 
-- Syed Aamir Ahsan, who 
is also the city’s Finance 
Director – fire both Chief 
Altaheri and Adamczyk 
because the council does 
not have the authority to 
take that action.

That decision was 
reached after the mayor 
and council met in a clo-
sed session for nearly 90 
minutes.

City Attorney Odey Me-
roueh said the decision is 
also based on a discus-
sion with the city’s insu-
rance attorney and the 
legal firm Miller Johnson, 
which conducted the inter-
nal investigation.

“We came to the unde-
niable conclusion, unfortu-
nately, based on evidence 
presented, we have to ter-
minate Police Chief Jamiel 
Altaheri,” Meroueh said.

Mayor Amer Ghalib said 
the decision to fire all 
three “seemed like the 
only solution at this time – 
or the safest one.”

All of this stems from an 
explosive internal 59-page 
report recently submitted 
by the law firm Miller Joh-
nson. The Review obtai-
ned a copy of the report 
through a Freedom of In-
formation Act request.

Here are some of the fin-
dings, verbatim:

Police Chief Jamiel Al-

taheri
The investigation subs-

tantiated several of the 
allegations against Police 
Chief Jamiel Altaheri.
Destroying evidence and 

obstructing the investiga-
tion

When Altaheri was 
placed on administrative 
leave by Garbarino, one 
of Altaheri’s first reactions 
after leaving Garbarino’s 
office was to wipe his 
City-issued phone. Alta-
heri directed an evidence 
technician (and Altaheri’s 
friend) to erase the data 
on his phone. The tech-
nician immediately did so. 
Altaheri’s directive to dest-
roy evidence violated mul-
tiple City policies.

Driving his City-issued 
vehicle after consuming 
alcohol

The investigation subs-
tantiated a widely known 
instance of Altaheri driving 
recklessly in his City-is-

sued truck after consu-
ming alcohol.

The evidence establis-
hed that, on September 
19, 2024, after attending 
an officer appreciation 
party and consuming alco-
hol, Altaheri drove to and 
from a strip club, with other 
officers riding with him, in 
his City-issued truck.

He activated his police 
lights to run red lights 
and drove erratically. Mul-
tiple witnesses observed 
him consuming significant 
amounts of alcohol and/or 
appearing inebriated befo-
re driving that night. Multi-
ple officers also witnessed 
him driving recklessly. 

Videos of his driving 
taken that night confirm 
their account, including 
showing Altaheri activating 
his police lights to run a 
red light and then imme-
diately turning off his lig-
hts after he drove through 

City manager fired with police chief 
and police officer to follow

City Manager Max Garbarino was fired this week af-
ter the mayor and city council reviewed an internal 
investigation into him, as well as the police chief and 
a police investigator.

Taxpayers will likely be hit with a legal bill for close 
to $500,000 for an internal city hall investigation.
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This week at the Library . . . 
Jazz Youth Masterclasses:  Library 
is holding preservation of jazz youth 
masterclasses every Thursday in July, 
August and September from 3 pm to 5 
pm.  Classes are conducted by Jazz 
vocalist, Sky Covington and are free 
to Hamtramck residents.  To register 
for classes sign up at the library or call 
248-383-3385 to speak with the in-
structor.  The final meeting will con-
sists of a performance on September 
25th at 3 pm. 

Treaty of Paris:  On September 3, 
1983, John Adams, Ben Franklin and 
John Jay, formally signed a treaty end-
ing the American Revolutionary War 
between Britan and the United States. 

Yoga at the Library:  The exercise 
program featuring Yoga will start 
again on Tuesday’s at 2:30 pm start-
ing September 2, 2025.  The class is 
limited to 10 participants, so please 
register early to secure your place. 

New York Sun:  On September 3, 
1933 this newspaper first appeared 
marking the beginning of the penny 
press.  Inexpensive newspapers were 
sold on sidewalk by newspaper boys.  
The paper focused on human interest 
stories and sensationalism and by 
1836 was the largest seller in America 
with a circulation of 30,000. 

ESL Classes:  These classes will start 
again after the summer break ends in 
the middle of September.  More infor-
mation about the program will be 
posted soon. 

Manhattan:  This New York island 
was discovered on September 4, 1609, 

by the navigator Henry Hudson. 

Los Angeles:  This city was founded 
on September 4, 1781 by the Spanish 
Governor of California, Felipe de 
Neve, near the site of the Native 
American village of Yang-na.  The 
original name was El Pueblo dela 
Reina de Los Angeles (The town of 
the Queen of the Angels). 

Game Night:  We are moving to 
Wednesdays.  Join us for Game Night 
at the library.   We are serving up 
something fun each Wednesday at 4 
pm.  Stop by and let us know that you 
have come to play.  Everyone invited. 

.First Congress:  The First Continen-
tal Congress assembled on September 
5, 1774 in Philadelphia with 56 dele-
gates representing every colony, ex-
cept Georgia.  Attendants included 
Patrick Henry, George Washington, 
Sam Adams and John Hancock. 

Jesse James:  This wild west legend 
was born on September 5, 1847 in 
Centerville, Missouri.  Following the 
American Civil War.  Jesse and his 
brother Frank formed a group of out-
laws, robbing banks, trains, stage-
coaches and stores.  In 1882, after the 
governor of Missouri offered a 
$10,000.00 reward for their capture 
dead of alive, a member of the gang 
shot 34-year old Jesse in the back of 
the head and claimed the reward. 

Darryl F. Zanuck:  This film produc-
er was born on September 5, 1902 in 
Wahoo, Nebraska.  He co-founded 
20th Century Studios, which later 
merged with Fox. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

August 29, 2025 

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 
Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, August 31, 
Holy Mass 9:00 am

Twenty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary 

Time

Sept 13 – Take-out only 
Soup Kitchen 2-4 pm
Everyone Welcome!

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

nology department or
principal if parents or stu-
dents need any kind of
assistance.  

We know there is a lot
for parents to do and we
want them to know that
we are available to assist
and support the learning
any way we can.  We also
have the parent engage-
ment team that offer ad-
ditional supports to our
families.  

We are working to
make things easier for
our families; we have
partnerships to support
our families with food, di-
apers, eviction assis-
tance and so many more
things.  

We are truly grateful for
our parents and
guardians. They are true
partners and we want

them to know we are
here for them. 

Review: What is the
latest information on
state and federal finan-
cial aid?

Ahmed: The state has
yet to approve a budget
for schools.   The latest
information on state
funding is the Return to
Learn Plan.  

Under this plan House
Bills 5911, 5912, and
5913 would amend the
State School Aid Act to
direct per pupil funding
for the 2020-2021
school year based on
four main parameters
and considerations:
days, hours, enrollment,
and attendance.  

Per-pupil funding will be
based on a new “Super

Blend” formula whereby
the 2019-2020 count
(obtained by weighting
the February 2019 count
at 10% and the October
2019 count at 90%)
would make up 75% of
the super blend, and the
2020-2021 count (ob-
tained by weighting the
number of full-time pupils
engaged in pandemic
learning for fall 2020 at
90% and the February
2020 count at 10%)
would make up 25%.

There are two new
sources of federal fund-
ing are available for
school districts:

• Elementary & Sec-
ondary School Emer-
gency Relief (ESSER)
which are available to all
Michigan school districts,
however, priority was

given to the 332 districts
identified above and as
defined in MDE’s Ap-
proved Federal CARES
Act Grant Proposal as
serving the most disad-
vantaged student popula-
tions.

• Michigan was
awarded a Governor’s
Emergency Education Re-
lief (GEER) Fund grant for
the purpose of providing
local educational agen-
cies (LEAs), institutions
of higher education
(IHEs), and other educa-
tion related entities with
emergency assistance as
a result of the Novel
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19).
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For more information about events at the 
library call (313) 733-6822, or visit its website 

at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us where you 
can also access the online catalog. 

The library is located at 2360 Caniff.

This week at the library...

GBP BD wW-i GKwU D”Pgv‡bi cÖKí

• wnU I cvwb
• Avjv`v ivbœvNi
• Av‡qi Abymv‡i fvov
• fe‡bi †fZ‡i WvK&
• e¨vqvgvMvi

• 24 N›Uv wbivcËv cvnvov
• we‡bv`b †K›`ª
• kxZZvc wbqwš¿Z
• cvVvMvi

n¨vgUªvwgK wmwbqi cøvRv 
2620 njeªæK ÷ªxU, n¨vgUªvwgK  •  313 873 7787

n¨vgUªvwgK nvDwms Kwgkb (GBP& GBP& Gm&) eY©, †MvÎ, ag© , RvZxq Drm, wj½,  weKjv½ ev cvwievwiK Ae¯’v‡bi wfwË‡Z
Kv‡iI AeÁv K‡ibv|  ‡mKkvb 3 Gi †hvM¨Zvm¤úbœ AvMÖnx‡`i www.hud.gov G wbeÜb Ki&‡Z Aby‡iva Kiv hv‡”Q|

Hamtramck Housing Commission
(HHC) does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, handicap or familial status

The Hamtramck Public Library is open!
The following limited services are now available:

Limited Walk-ins: (Ten persons at a time)
Book drop-off and pick-up

Copying, Printing, and Faxing

Computers are available by appointment only. Please
call (313)733-6822 Send attachments for printing to:

hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com

Wear a mask and practice social distancing to keep us all safe.
To increase internet access through Hamtramck, the library is

now offering a limited number of WI-FI HOTSPOTS for checkout to
take home. These small and easy to use devices are portable
and create a private Wi-Fi access point for up to 16 devices,

such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones. 

9517 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck
586-879-8058 Call for Appt.

Schools Supt. talks about school year 
Continued from front page  

By Charles Sercombe
A 19-year-old Ham-

tramck man is charged
with attempting to stran-
gle his sister to death.

Darnell Hill is also sus-
pected of being involved
in several shootings and
police chases in recent
weeks.

He was arrested last
week after a police
chase.

According to sources,
he may be suspected in
a number of break-ins in
D e a r b o r n - D e a r b o r n
Heights.

Hill was arraigned on
several felony charges

last Friday (Sept. 11),
which include: assault
with intent to murder, in-
terfering with a crime re-
port, carrying a
concealed weapon, as-

sault with a dangerous
weapon and fleeing offi-
cers.

His bond was set at
$525,000.

The assault with intent
to murder charge by itself
carries a maximum
penalty of life in prison.

Details of the case
were not made available.
It was not revealed why
he attempted to allegedly
strangle his sister, or
what condition she is in.

Man charged in strangulation 
of sister

SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

New books available!  Call us to hold a book for you.

(3663)
• Mail a check or money

order to: Gleaners Com-
munity Food Bank, P.O. Box
44050, Detroit, MI
48244-0050. Checks
should be made payable
to Gleaners Community
Food Bank and include
Mow Down Hunger on
memo line to ensure the
contribution is matched.

Monetary donations will
also be accepted at Wein-
gartz stores. Visit www.wein-
gartz.com/locations to view
hours and locations.

Continued front page

Quick Hits

Darnell Hill

thony Majewski – no rela-
tion to our mayor – in
March of 1922.

This first building was
consecrated on Sept. 27
of that year. The current
building, in its location at
Caniff and Brombach,

was actually completed
in 1930.

And here they are
today, 100 years of his-
tory behind them, peer-
ing into the future to see
what lies ahead.

St. Ladislaus Parish is
about to celebrate its
centennial Cont. from front page















• 
• 








Walk-Ins Welcome!
Call for Hours

MEN’S HAIRCUTS

313-875-8972
Best quality for the 

best prices.

SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESS

Thank You!
John Bentley, Jim & Suzy, JoTown, 

Buddy's Pizza, Polonia, 
Polish Village, Basket Donors, 

Lottery Board Donor, TV Donor, 
Gift Card Donors, Sponsor for 
Placing an Ad in the Review

Plus everyone who came out to support 
our Soup Kitchen's Fundraiser 

at Suzy's Bar Hamtramck

Our Lady Queen 
of Apostles Parish

But the canoes? 
They are homemade 

and mostly triangle-sha-
ped, each one on wheels, 
and pushed and manned 
by folks who have no fear 
of being badly injured. 

Of course, for some of 
the racers, they seem to 
come pretty lubed up, be-
verage-wise, and probably 
feel no pain. At least until 

Tuesday.
Did we mention water 

balloons and water guns? 
Yes, we did, and the point 
is to expect getting wet 
merely by being a bystan-
der, ’cause those water 
balloons know no boun-
daries or constraints.

And some folks just 
take delight in purposely 
bombing some unexpec-

ting onlooker. 
The festival kicks off on 

Saturday, Aug. 30, star-
ting at noon (-ish) and 
continuing until 10 p.m.

You can get more infor-
mation on all of the par-
ticulars by going online 
to the festival’s Facebook 
page or its website.

At the time we went to 
press on Thursday, the 

weather forecast was cal-
ling for sunshine and mo-
derate temperatures in 
the 70s for the weekend.

We’ll be there to do a 
toast to summer, and you 
should be too, with wha-
tever is your beverage of 
choice, and we’ll see you 
back there next year!

City’s party of the year this weekend Cont. from front page

paid administrative leave, 
pending an investigation 
into various allegations 
of wrongdoing.

The internal depart-
ment investigation into 
the chief was performed 
by officer Dave Adamczyk, 
and that prompted an 
angry outburst from 
Mayor Amer Ghalib at a 
city council meeting two 
months ago.

Mayor Ghalib said the 
investigation into the po-
lice chief was about a 
“power” conflict with City 
Manager Garbarino.

Ghalib also insisted 
that only he and the 
council have the autho-
rity to authorize an in-
ternal investigation into 
city employees – inclu-
ding the mayor and city 
councilmembers.

“This body decides who 
gets investigated here or 
not,” Ghalib said.

At the mayor’s behest, 
Garbarino was placed 
on paid administrative 
leave. The rift between 
the mayor and Garbarino 
appears to be beyond re-
pair, and the city council 
has since fired Garbarino.

Garbarino filed a 
lawsuit against the mayor 
and city council over the 
suspension, and has now 
filed another lawsuit clai-

ming wrongful termina-
tion.

Mayor Ghalib told The 
Review that the costs of 
the investigations are jus-
tified.

“This is the price of 
miscalculated decisions 
and mismanagement. 
The investigation report 
is almost ready and we 
will find out soon who is 
responsible for all of the-
se damages to the city’s 
reputation and finance,” 
Ghalib said.

City Manager Garba-
rino, not surprisingly, 
disagreed.

“That’s an awful lot of 
money to waste to tell 
people the same thing I 
already told them,” Gar-
barino said.

“Perhaps next time 
they can save $300,000 
and listen to what the 
professional City Mana-
ger recommends.”

In an engagement let-
ter to the city, the Miller 
Johnson law firm told the 
mayor and council:

“The investigation does 
not include determining 
potential criminal liabi-
lity except as relevant to 
whether any allegations 
of criminal conduct were 
sufficiently credible to 
warrant administrative 
actions undertaken ba-

sed on the applicable 
civil administrative rules 
and regulations.”

The hourly legal fee for 
the attorneys involved in 
the investigation is $550 
per hour per attorney, and 
the deal required the city 
to pay a $100,000 retai-
ner fee up front.

The internal investiga-
tions into the three city 
officials followed an in-
ternal department inves-
tigation by officer Dave 
Adamczyk in which some 
of the allegations made 
about Altaheri included:

• Being involved in do-
mestic assaults with a 
woman who had their 
child

• Arranging a payment 
ranging from $1 million 
to $5 million, through a 
metro area associate of 
President Trump, to get 
a presidential pardon for 
a convicted New York fi-
nancier friend

• Being involved in 
transporting a stolen car 
out of New York; attemp-
ting to get the city council 
to fire Garbarino for re-
porting election fraud

• Directing Adamczyk 
to seek $40,000 to 
$50,000 from an un-
named towing company 
to sponsor the chief’s 
podcast

• In two separate inci-
dents, driving a vehicle 
while drunk

Chief Altaheri has vehe-
mently denied the allega-
tions.

The FBI is reportedly 
conducting an investiga-
tion into the chief.

Adamczyk was placed 
on paid suspension by 
Garbarino after he sub-
mitted his investigation 
into the police chief. Gar-
barino said he suspen-
ded Adamczyk as a mat-
ter of department policy 
– not for wrongdoing.

Police Chief Altaheri 
is accusing Adamczyk 
and Garbarino of various 
wrongdoings.

Adamczyk has since joi-
ned Garbarino’s lawsuit 
against the mayor and 
council. 

Police Chief Altahe-
ri has recently filed a 
lawsuit against the city 
manager, and the mayor 
and city council.

The city council has 
since directed the acting 
manager to fire both the 
police chief and Ada-
mczyk.

City socked with a steep legal bill for 
internal investigations Cont. from front page
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.

Continued on page 4

Review: Opinion Page

Taxpayers’ money is going 
down the drain

In Our Opinion

Let’s all take a deep 
breath for a moment, and 
absorb the earth-sha-
king decisions our mayor 
and city council took this 
week regarding the city 
manager, police chief 
and a police investigator.

By now, most folks 
have likely heard that 
they will all be fired.

We will dig deeper into 
that in the coming weeks, 
but what sticks out to us 
this week, is the absurd 
cost to taxpayers to foot 
the bill for a legal firm to 
conduct an investigation 
into the three.

Specifically, the price 
tag is already over 
$300,000 and will likely 
end up costing us closer 
to $500,000.

Instead of trusting City 
Manager Max Garbari-
no, who was cited for 
what we think are minor 
missteps in the hand-
ling of an investigation 
into the police chief, the 
mayor and council soug-

ht out a high-priced legal 
firm to conduct an inter-
nal investigation.

As you would assume, 
all three city officials 
involved in the investi-
gation have strong ob-
jections to the report’s 
findings – something 
that will surely play out 
in the courts, again li-
kely at taxpayers’ further 
expense.

The money spent so 
far on the investigation 
is just one part of what 
else is happening.

On top of the cost 
of this internal investi-
gation, the mayor and 
council also recently 
decided not to renew the 
city’s contract with a par-
king meter company, a 
decision that will end up 
in the loss of $200,000 
a year in revenue for the 
city.

Admittedly, the par-
king meter system was 
a failure, but the mayor 
and council didn’t bother 

to find an alternative 
system.

That’s a total cost of 
about $700,000 just for 
these two issues.

These elected officials 
have been reckless care-
takers of the public’s 
money, and have given 
zero thought about Ham-
tramck’s financial future.

And this is all because 
they think they run the 
city, instead of relying on 
the city manager to con-
duct the city’s business.

We pity property ow-
ners here because it’s 
looking more and more 
likely they’ll end up 
footing the city’s bills 
through increases in pro-
perty taxes.

Folks, this is why our 
elected officials – some 
of whom may not even 
really live here, and 
some of whom may have 
violated election law 
to get elected -- should 
trust their city manager 
and get out of the way.

Hamtramck Academy (K-8) 
11420 Conant St 

Hamtramck, MI 48212-3134 
HamtramckAcademy.org 

313-368-7312 
 

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE 
Open enrollment for the Hamtramck academic school year ends 
on 2/27/2026 at 5pm. Applications can be obtained at the school or 
by calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications 
received during open enrollment exceed available seats, a random-
selection drawing will be held via live stream on 3/9/2026 at 10 am. 
Applications received after open enrollment will be accepted on a 
first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. Waiting lists 
will be formed accordingly. 
  

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

National Heritage Academies does not discriminate against or limit 
the admission of any student on any unlawful basis, including on 
the basis of ethnicity, national origin, color, need for special 
education services, sex, gender, disability, intellectual ability, 
measures of achievement or aptitude, athletic ability, race, creed, 
gender, national origin, religion or ancestry. A school may not 
require any action by a student or family (such as an admissions 
test, interview, essay, attendance at an information session, etc.) in 
order for an applicant to either receive or submit an application for 
admission to that school. 
 
 

 

 

 

Swing!… The good folks 
at Post 6 are lending a hel-
ping hand to the fledging 
Hamtramck High School 
golf team.

The post is opening 
its doors to anyone who 
would like to donate their 
used golf equipment – 
such as clubs, golf bags, 
balls – you name it.

If you would like to dona-
te, stop by the Post (9545 
McDougall at Evaline) any-
time between Tuesday and 
Sunday from noon to 9 
p.m.

While there, stay for a 
moment and say hello.

It’s time to go back in 
time… Back, roughly a 
century or so, give or take, 
to those wild and woolly 
1920s where jazz swirled, 
hairstyles bobbed, dres-
ses flapped and alcohol 
(shhh) still very much, and 
very illegally, flowed.

Oh, and marijuana and 
cocaine came into public 
consciousness – but that’s 
another story.

Highlighting this scan-
dalous behavior, appro-
priately, will be our own 
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum, reprising their very 
successful Roaring 20s 
Speakeasy Party from last 
year.

The date for this ye-
ar’s version will be Sa-
turday, Oct. 4, from 6-10 
p.m. at the PLAV Post 1, 
3105 Holbrook Ave., on 
the northeast corner at 
McDougall St.

Hosted by Steven C. 
Flum, Inc., the bash will 
once again replicate the 
wild times of the 1920s, 
with food and drink, music 
of the era, entertainment 
to include games, a fashi-
on show, a silent auction 
and more.

It’s all a fundraiser for 
the Hamtramck Historical 
Museum. Ticket prices 
are: $50 for one General 
Admission ticket; $90 per 
couple General Admission; 
and $100 per person for a 
VIP experience that inclu-
des one-hour-early entry 
(at 5 p.m.), a champagne 
toast, and reserved sea-
ting.

General Admission inclu-
des one drink ticket per 
person and appetizers.

You have until around 
Sept. 28 to get tickets at 
these prices. As of Aug. 
27, there were 50 single 
General Admission tickets 
left, 30 couple General Ad-
mission tickets left, and 
only 14 VIP tickets left for 
this event.

Oh – and we’d advise 
avoiding jazz with a hango-
ver.

Snake rattle and roll…
Inbreeding in animals is 
rarely a good thing. Often, 
it is out of a lack of op-
tions for the creatures in 
question. In general, it is 
a growing issue due to on-
going habitat losses from 
overdevelopment.

This affects biodiversity, 
the very thing that keeps 
many species adapting 
over the long haul.

So it seems to be with 
Michigan’s lone venomous 
snake, the Eastern Mas-
sasauga Rattlesnake.

What’s that you say, 
you hate snakes, and 
why in the world would we 
want the venomous ones 
around in particular?

Because they’re impor-
tant to the ecosystems in 
which they live, both as 
predator and as prey.

These smaller (two- to 
two-and-a-half feet max.), 
well-camouflaged snakes 
have a diverse diet that 
includes insects, birds, 
other snakes, frogs, ro-
dents, eggs, centipedes 
and more.

They are, in turn, food 
themselves for eagles and 
hawks, foxes, raccoons 
and skunks.

They have been found 
recently in the Matthaei 
Botanical Gardens and the 
Nichols Arboretum in the 
Ann Arbor area, including 
one observed on a nest 
with its eggs.

The problem, according 
to a new article in Smith-
sonian Magazine, is that 
human sprawl, with its at-
tendant roads, homes, bu-
sinesses and clear-cutting, 
is narrowing the critters’ 
range, leaving them fewer 
potential mating partners, 
and thus increasing the 
likelihood of them inbree-
ding.

This information comes 
courtesy of a 15-year-long 

study that wrapped up last 
year, where researchers 
tracked individual speci-
mens year after year in Bar-
ry County (west of Lansing) 
and Cass County (down at 
the Indiana border).

They found significant 
evidence of inbreeding, 
and significant effects 
from that inbreeding as 
well: of the top 5 percent 
most-inbred individuals, 
these had an 11.6 percent 
less chance of survival, 
year to year, and they were 
13.5 percent less likely to 
have any surviving offsp-
ring.

For this keystone species 
of Michigan – a “keystone” 
species is one considered 
playing a crucial role in 
their ecosystem niche, in 
this case, the wetlands – 
the solution would seem 
to lie in both connected 
wetlands preservation ef-
forts, and under-tunnels to 
offer attractive alternatives 
to crossing, or basking on, 
roads and highways.

Checking out… If you 
rely on or prefer to get your 
Social Security check by 
mail, kiss that goodbye.

And if this upsets you, 
you are not alone.

Here’s what the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury 
just announced:

“Starting September 30, 
2025, the federal govern-
ment will no longer issue 
paper checks for Social 
Security benefits, tax 
refunds, or any other fede-
ral payments.

“After that date, all 
payments will be made 
electronically -- either 
through direct deposit to 
your bank or credit union 
account, or to a prepaid 
debit card.

“To avoid delays in recei-
ving your payments, we 
encourage you to take ac-
tion now.”

How to enroll for Direct 
Deposit

• Online: Visit GoDirect.
gov/gpw

• By phone: Call 1-877-
874-6347 (toll-free to Go-
Direct.gov)

“Direct deposit is safe, 
secure, and fast -- your mo-
ney goes directly into your 
account without the risk of 
lost or stolen checks.”

the intersection with no 
plausible legitimate justi-
fication.

In addition to this signi-
ficant incident, the investi-
gation revealed other likely 
instances in which Altaheri 
consumed alcohol befo-
re driving his City-issued 
truck.

Reducing another of-
ficer’s discipline in exc-
hange for the destruction 
of evidence

The video of Altaheri’s 
reckless driving also gave 
rise to another violation 
of HPD’s rules and regula-
tions. A few months after 
the reckless driving inci-
dent, it was discovered 
that an HPD officer had 

committed timecard fraud. 
The officer, however, had 
a copy of the reckless dri-
ving video. 

During the officer’s recor-
ded disciplinary hearing, 
the officer should have 
been terminated or forced 
to resign in lieu of termi-
nation for timecard fraud, 
and Altaheri concluded as 
much.

However, prior to the 
hearing’s conclusion, Alta-
heri and the other officers 
involved in the discipli-
nary proceeding went off 
the record and met in a 
hallway to discuss the of-
ficer’s corrective action 
further. During that hallway 
conversation, Altaheri ag-

reed to a lesser penalty 
in exchange for the officer 
deleting the reckless dri-
ving video. 

Altaheri then came back 
on the record and changed 
the resignation in lieu of 
termination (as previous-
ly negotiated) to a 30-day 
suspension. 

Because the evidence 
demonstrated that Altahe-
ri’s decision to reduce the 
severity of the discipline 
was influenced by his desi-
re for the officer to destroy 
compromising evidence 
against him, Altaheri’s con-
duct violated HPD’s rules 
and regulations.

Handing a loaded gun to 

City manager fired with police chief and 
police officer to follow Cont. from front page
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2 bedrooms, 1 full bath, 
$1,000/month, no pets, 
non-smoking, water in-
cluded. Preferred working 
person or single couple, 
313-415-0108. 9/12

1 bedroom apt., 1 studio 
apt., and 1 room to rent 
at 3618 Caniff, call 313-
434-9759. 9/12

Hamtramck upper, 2BR, 
$1000/mo., no pets, wa-
ter included, private park-
ing, 313-801-4001. 8/29

Room for rent, upper flat, 
needs work, Tinken Ave., 
Warren, MI, 586-209-
6445. 6/13

6756 Edgeton, Detroit, MI 
48212. Spacious 3 BR, 
1.5 bath, available now 
for $1300/mo. Perfect 
for comfortable living in 
a great location! Contact 
Joy for more info, serious 
inquiries only, 313-588-
0400. 9/12

Miniature Pinscher pup-
pies for sale, $750, 586-
610-4556. 8/29

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100 
to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. 
The newspaper shall not be lia-
ble for failure to publish an ad, 
for a typographic error or errors 
in publication except to the ex-
tent of the cost of the ad for 
the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to 
the cost of that portion of the 
ad wherein the error occurred. 
We reserve the right to classify, 
revise or reject any classified 
advertisement.

Continued on page 5

ObituariesObituaries

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 
Sakura Japanese Instrumental Group Concert 

Special Meeting of the City Council 
City Wide programs 

Interviews and Announcements 
Meetings of the City Council 

Common Word Alliance Health & Food Fair 2025 
and more 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 
To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

August 22, 2025 

Coming Events

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log 

covers Aug. 19-25.
Tuesday, Aug. 19

• A theft from a vehicle 
was reported on Charest.

• A suspect was arres-
ted on Evaline for domes-
tic assault.

• An incident of fraud 
was reported on Jos. Cam-
pau.

• A theft was reported 
on Dyar.

• A vehicle was reported 
stolen in the 12000 block 
of Nagel.

• A fight was reported in 
the area of Lumpkin and 
Edwin.

• A break-in was repor-
ted in the 3800 block of 
Norwalk.
Wednesday, Aug. 20

• A hit-and-run accident 
was reported.

• A theft from a vehicle 
was reported in the 3200 
block of Evaline.

• A dispute was repor-
ted in the 8800 block of 
Conant.

• A theft from a vehicle 
was reported in the 11400 
block of Mitchell.
Thursday, Aug. 21

• An emotional person 
was reported in the area of 
Conant and Comstock.

• A break-in was repor-
ted in the 11600 block of 
Jos. Campau.

• A suspect was arres-
ted on Selfridge for as-
sault.

• Reckless drivers were 
reported at Jos. Campau 
and Evaline.
Friday, Aug. 22

• At 12:45 a.m., officers 
investigating an assault in 
the 12000 block of Dyar 
arrested a male suspect 
and female suspect.

• A break-in was repor-
ted in the 12000 block of 
Gallagher.

• A theft from a vehicle 
was reported on Jos. Cam-
pau.

• A suspect was arres-
ted in the area of Carpen-
ter and Dyar for multiple 
misdemeanor offenses.

• Thefts were reported in 

the 9300 block of McDou-
gall and in the 5100 block 
of Evaline.

• A motorcycle crash 
was reported in the 11600 
block of Sobieski.

• A theft was reported in 
the 3000 block of Roose-
velt.

• A complaint was made 
about fireworks in the area 
of Conant and Lehman.

• An incident of fraud 
was reported in the 12000 
block of Conant.

• A reckless driver was 
reported at Evaline and 
Gallagher.
Saturday, Aug. 23

• At 3 a.m., officers res-
ponded to a call about a 
suspicious circumstance 
in the area of Dequind-
re and Caniff. Following 
an investigation, a male 
suspect was arrested for 
drunk driving and carrying 
a concealed weapon.

• Family trouble was re-
ported in the 12000 block 
of Faber.

• Property damage was 
reported in the area of Gal-
lagher and Hanley.

• A theft was reported 
in the 8800 block of Jos. 
Campau.
Sunday, Aug. 24

• Following a traffic stop, 
a male suspect was ar-
rested for driving without 
a license, and for obstruc-
tion.

• A person was ticketed 
on Caniff for urinating in 
public.

• A reckless driver was 
reported in the area of 
Norwalk and Lumpkin.

• A complaint was made 
about fireworks in the area 
of Jos. Campau and Faber.

• A complaint was made 
about a juvenile in the 
12000 block of Dyar.
Monday, Aug. 25

• Officers investigated 
an open door of a resi-
dence in the 3100 block 
of Carpenter.

• Officers who recovered 
a stolen vehicle arrested 
a female suspect for pos-
session of a stolen vehic-
le.

SATURDAY, Sept. 13, 2-4 p.m. -- Take-out 
only Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. 
Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Everyone 
is welcome!

APARTMENTS AND
FLATS FOR RENT

PUPPIES
FOR SALE

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

a civilian and instructing 
her to put it to someone’s 
head

The evidence also subs-
tantiated the allegation 
that Altaheri handed a loa-
ded gun to a civilian volun-
teer and told her to put it 
to someone’s head. 

A recording of that inci-
dent was previously rele-
ased publicly and is the 
subject of local news ar-
ticles. An officer who wit-
nessed the event -- and 
who quickly took the gun 
away from the volunteer 
-- confirmed that the recor-
ding was accurate and that 
Altaheri handed the gun to 
the civilian volunteer. 

During the investigation, 
Altaheri largely confirmed 
the facts but claimed that 
it was a joke. Whether or 
not Altaheri was “joking,” 
as he has claimed, the evi-
dence shows that he crea-
ted a serious danger in 
handing a loaded firearm 

to an untrained civilian vo-
lunteer in a crowded room. 

Further, Altaheri’s con-
tention that the firearm 
was unloaded is implau-
sible given the available 
evidence, and even han-
ding an unloaded gun to 
the civilian in that setting 
would violate HPD policies.

Pressuring officers to 
help him in a custody dis-
pute

At least five 911 calls 
prompted HPD officers to 
respond to the residence 
that Altaheri shared with 
the mother of his two-year-
old son. 

There is evidence reflec-
ting that in one instance, 
Altaheri suggested that 
officers conduct an inves-
tigation at the residence 
in a way that would be fa-
vorable to his position in a 
dispute over custody of his 
son. 

On September 19, 2024 

City manager fired with 
police chief and police 
officer to follow
Continued from page 3

KOLON
Richard 

K o l o n 
(age 77), 
died Au-
gust 26, 
2025.  

H u s -
band of Bernice and father 
of Courtney (Ken) Babicz 
and Jordan (Tiara). Loving 
grandfather of Kennedy, 
Schyler, Dylan, and Zo-
fia.  Brother of John (An-
nette), Raymond, and the 
late Carl. He is also sur-

vived by many nieces and 
nephews.

Rich was a avid hunter 
and fisherman and loved 
his family. He also served 
in the United States Ar-
med Forces.

Visitation, Friday, Au-
gust   29, 2025 from 
2 – 8 PM at Jurkiewicz 
& Wilk Funeral Home, 
2396 Caniff, Hamtramck 
MI 48212.  Funeral ser-
vice Saturday, August 30, 
2025 10 AM at Jurkiewicz 
& Wilk Funeral Home. 
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

12
/3

1/
20

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention!
Place an Ad in 

The Review 
Business Directory

Call Dave 
(313) 874-2100

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online
Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

ROOMS 
FOR RENT
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Continued on page 6

More info here:Sponsored
 by:

(the same night as the 
driving incident described 
above), officers responded 
to the house following a 
911 hang-up call on which 
Altaheri and the woman 
can be heard arguing. Al-
taheri then apparently left 
the residence and arrived 
back at the house, giving 
the appearance that he 
was not at home when the 
911 call was placed.

The police observed that 
the woman’s foot was inju-
red, and the officers trea-
ted the call like a medical 
incident. Altaheri, however, 
told the officers to inves-
tigate her for drug use, 
conveying to three of them 
that he was hoping to use 
what they found (and any 
resulting police report) to 
gain custody of his son. 

Two of the four officers 
thought that she might be 
intoxicated, but none of 
them believed there was a 
basis to investigate her for 
drug activity. Altaheri then 
told one of the officers to 
write the police report in a 
way that would be as va-
gue as possible while hel-
ping him build his custody 
case. 

The police report descri-
bed the woman’s eyes as 
“glossy, bloodshot, and ... 
not to react to light,” whi-
le omitting any mention of 
Altaheri’s presence during 
the incident. 

In using his inherent 

power as Police Chief for 
personal benefit in this 
fashion, Altaheri violated 
HPD’s rules and regula-
tions.

Violating policies and 
procedures regarding 
stolen property

The investigation subs-
tantiated that Altaheri par-
ticipated in the recovery 
of a vehicle that had been 
reported as stolen without 
following standard police 
practices and procedures. 
The vehicle, an expensive 
Mercedes Benz, was in the 
possession of one of Alta-
heri’s acquaintances. 

Altaheri persuaded the 
acquaintance to turn over 
the car voluntarily to one of 
Altaheri’s longtime friends 
from New York. Adamczyk 
and two civilians -- one a 
convicted felon -- participa-
ted in the effort to recover 
the car and transport it to 
New York.

Although there were 
differing accounts as to 
whose idea this escapa-
de was, with Altaheri and 
Adamczyk pointing fingers 
at each other, it is undis-
puted that both of them 
participated in the con-
duct and failed to follow 
basic police procedures 
governing the recovery of 
a stolen car.

Violating other policies 
and procedures

The evidence obtained 
during the investigation 

also revealed that Altaheri 
gave Adamczyk unfettered 
access to his electronic 
signature and to at le-
ast one of his City-issued 
email accounts in violation 
of HPD policies. Altaheri’s 
conduct during two mee-
tings in May 2025, one of 
which was recorded, also 
included physical and ver-
bal threats that violated 
HPD’s rules and regula-
tions.

Unsubstantiated allega-
tions

The investigation did not 
confirm or dispel the alle-
gation that Altaheri com-
mitted domestic violence 
and did not substantiate 
the allegation that he mi-
sused his authority as Po-
lice Chief to cover up acts 
of domestic violence. The 
investigation also did not 
uncover evidence that Al-
taheri improperly solicited 
money from a local towing 
company operator. 

Officer David Adamczyk
The investigation likewi-

se substantiated some of 
the allegations against Of-
ficer David Adamczyk.

Recording other officers
Adamczyk’s recordings 

were not per se illegal, 
nor a violation of HPD’s 
rules and regulation. But 
because Adamczyk made 
some of those recordings 
as part of a broader plan 
to exert leverage over Al-
taheri and other officers, 

his conduct violated HPD’s 
rules and regulations and 
City policies in other ways. 

Further, when asked du-
ring his interview about the 
extent of his recordings, 
Adamczyk lied about them 
-- as evidenced by the ad-
ditional recordings reco-
vered from his City-issued 
phone, which is an inde-
pendent basis for issuing 
corrective action against 
him.

Attempting to mani-
pulate the sergeant’s exa-
mination and then leaking 
other allegations to pres-
sure Altaheri

The evidence showed 
that, with Altaheri’s assis-
tance, Adamczyk attemp-
ted to rig a sergeant’s 
promotion examination in 
his favor. When Adamczyk 
learned that he still finis-
hed second, after seniority 
points, he compiled and 
released the list of allega-
tions against Altaheri that 
eventually precipitated 
this investigation. 

The timing of Adamczyk’s 
actions, the content of 
contemporaneous recor-
dings that he made, and 
Adamczyk’s subsequent 
leaking of those allega-
tions to other HPD officers 
strongly support the infe-
rence that Adamczyk was 
seeking to pressure Alta-
heri into promoting him. In 
using his allegations here 
as leverage for personal 

benefit, Adamczyk violated 
HPD’s rules and regula-
tions.

Violating policies and 
procedures regarding 
stolen property

As discussed above, 
Adamczyk participated in 
the improper recovery of a 
stolen car. In failing to wri-
te a report, use his body 
camera, or record the reco-
very of the vehicle through 
official law enforcement 
channels, Adamczyk viola-
ted myriad policies.

Although he later clai-
med he did so at the 
express direction of Alta-
heri, Altaheri did not have 
the authority to order him 
to conduct law enforce-
ment activity outside Ham-
tramck, and even if he 
did, based on Adamczyk’s 
version of the events, any 
such order would have 
been illegal and Adamczyk 
should not have followed 
it.

Committing overtime 
abuse 

The investigation unco-
vered evidence that Ada-
mczyk submitted overtime 
for hours that he did not 
actually work, or mischa-
racterized the nature of his 
overtime. 

The investigation of this 
allegation was limited by 
the lack of documenta-
tion for Adamczyk’s work 
and by the fact that Alta-
heri permitted Adamczyk 

to sign his own overti-
me slips using Altaheri’s 
electronic signature. 

But GPS location data 
from Adamczyk’s City-is-
sued phone shows that, 
on at least two occasions, 
Adamczyk was at his home 
during the hours when he 
claimed overtime for a 
special assignment with 
the Detroit Police Depart-
ment’s Commercial Auto 
Theft Section (CATS). 

He also claimed over-
time for three other ins-
tances when he claimed 
to be working for a diffe-
rent special assignment, 
this time with the Wayne 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
even though Wayne County 
officials have since confir-
med that he did virtually 
no work for them.

Unsubstantiated allega-
tions

The remaining allega-
tions against Adamczyk 
were not substantiated.

City Manager Max Gar-
barino

The investigation largely 
did not substantiate the 
initial allegations against 
City Manager Max Garba-
rino, but it identified that 
Garbarino exercised signi-
ficant poor judgment in his 
role as City Manager and 
other instances in which 
his actions did not com-
port with his obligations 
under the Hamtramck City 
Charter, City policies, or 
supervisory expectations 
for his position.

Garbarino’s prior sepa-
ration agreement with the 
City

Garbarino did not breach 
or improperly conceal his 
prior separation agree-
ment with the City when 
he returned to City emp-
loyment in late 2019 as 
the Director of Commu-
nity Safety and Services. 
Garbarino’s prior separa-
tion agreement was well-
known, and openly discus-
sed at the City Council 
meeting when his rehiring 
and new employment ag-
reement were approved. 

As the then-City Attorney 
explained at the time, the 
City was permitted to mo-
dify Garbarino’s prior sepa-
ration agreement with his 
new employment agree-
ment. And the new emp-
loyment agreement, by its 
own terms, superseded 
that previous separation 
agreement.	

Garbarino’s attendance 
at the City Council mee-
ting on June 10, 2025

The investigation did not 
substantiate the allega-
tions that Garbarino’s con-
duct in attending the City 
Council meeting on June 
10, 2025, violated any 
laws or policies. 

It was a public meeting, 
and the terms of Garbari-
no’s administrative leave 
did not prohibit his atten-
dance or interactions at 
that meeting. 

But we question whether 
Garbarino exercised good 
judgment in attending that 
meeting, while armed with 
his concealed pistol, so 
soon after being put on 
administrative leave.	

Rehiring of David Ada-
mczyk

On multiple occasions, 
Garbarino asked both the 
former Police Chief and 

City manager fired with police chief and police officer to follow Cont. from page 4
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We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County
Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 9-30-25.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 9-30-25.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning 
or Sewer Cleaning Job, 
Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Air Conditioning
Service Call

Cleaning & Repairs Extra
• Diagnose and fix your AC problems quickly
• Professional AC Replacement & Installation
• Upgrade to energy efficient systems

$99
Must present coupon at 
time of estimate. With 

coupon. Expires 9-30-25.

f

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 
56 Years 

of Service

f

Enroll today for 2020!!
• Pre-Kindergarten - 8th grade

• English Language Learner program

• Boys and Girls athletics including
soccer, basketball, cheerleading,
volleyball and flag football

• Opportunities for parent 
involvement including ESL classes

• Before/after school program

• Technology rich instruction including
iPads, chrome books, computer lab,
smart boards

• GSRP Preschool Program for 
4 year olds

• High performing academic 
achievement 

Educating your
child like our own!
Enroll Today for 2025-2026!

Altaheri to consider rehi-
ring Adamczyk as an HPD 
officer. 

The investigation revea-
led that Adamczyk left 
HPD employment in 2002 
under a cloud, and Gar-
barino too quickly ignored 
other officers’ concerns 
about rehiring him. 

Garbarino also did not 
conduct any investigation 
into the circumstances of 
Adamczyk’s previous de-
parture from HPD, other 
than just accepting Ada-
mczyk’s characterization 
of what had happened.

During his interview with 
Miller Johnson, Garbarino 
downplayed his own res-
ponsibility for Adamczyk’s 
rehiring, repeatedly stating 
that he made only an “int-
roduction” of Adamczyk to 
Altaheri and left the ultima-
te hiring decision to Alta-
heri. Garbarino’s account 
understates the impact 
and pressure that a su-
pervisor’s “introduction” 
would have on a relatively 
new subordinate, which Al-
taheri was at the time. 

Garbarino’s characte-
rization also minimizes 
the unique personal rela-
tionship that Adamczyk 
and Garbarino enjoyed, 
with Adamczyk previously 
providing Garbarino emp-
loyment after Garbarino’s 
prior separation from the 
City, and Garbarino already 
trying unsuccessfully to 
get Adamczyk rehired by 
the former Police Chief. Gi-
ven this circumstantial evi-
dence, a reasonable deci-

sion-maker could find that 
Garbarino was motivated 
to get Adamczyk rehired 
due to their personal rela-
tionship and was not simp-
ly making introductions.

Delays in addressing al-
legations of misconduct

The information obtai-
ned during the investiga-
tion, including many of the 
allegations noted above, 
supported Garbarino’s 
decision to place Altaheri 
and Adamczyk on admi-
nistrative leave on May 21, 
2025.

If anything, Garbarino 
should have suspended 
them even earlier, given 
the seriousness of the 
allegations and when he 
was made aware of them. 
Garbarino, for instance, 
appears to have learned 
several months earlier that 
Altaheri was recklessly 
driving his City-provided 
vehicle after consuming 
alcohol and that Altahe-
ri reduced the severity of 
discipline imposed for an 
officer’s timecard fraud at 
least in part to ensure that 
the officer would destroy 
a compromising video of 
him.

Garbarino also knew that 
those instances by the Po-
lice Chief were well-known 
within the police depart-
ment, which negatively im-
pacted the workforce. Gar-
barino suggested to Miller 
Johnson that he did not 
have enough evidence to 
act, but given his respon-
sibilities as City Manager, 
it seems more likely that 
he failed to act earlier for 
personal reasons, namely 
out of fear that intervening 
might jeopardize his own 
job. Garbarino’s delays in 
taking action were incon-
sistent with his obligations 
under the Hamtramck City 
Charter, City policies, and 
supervisory expectations 
for his position.

Other miscellaneous al-
legations of misconduct

The investigation did not 
substantiate the other al-
legations levied against 
Garbarino, including the 
allegations in the written 

memorandum that was 
released publicly and then 
subsequently passed 
along to Miller Johnson.

The Review will dig deep 
into the report in the 
weeks to come.

Meanwhile, Chief Alta-
heri issued a statement 
through a public relations 
company and his attorney, 
Amir Makled, to say the 
following:

“Throughout my time 
as Chief, my priority has 
always been the safety and 
well-being of the people of 
Hamtramck. Under my le-
adership, we have expan-
ded community outreach, 
built trust with residents 
and businesses while ta-
king steps to modernize 
the department. It is un-
fortunate that these cont-
ributions are being overs-
hadowed by a process that 
disregards due process 
and fairness.”

Altaheri’s statement 
continued: 

“Termination is not only 
unfair to me but also har-
mful to our city. The peo-
ple of Hamtramck deser-
ve steady leadership, not 
more division. I remain 
committed to defending 
my reputation through 
the legal process and to 
ensuring that the truth is 
heard.”

The attorney for both 
City Manager Garbarino 
and police investigator 
Adamczyk, Reno Arabo, 
told The Review:

“This is just the latest 
in a long line of mistakes 
by the city council. They 
relied on a report from an 
employment-defense firm 
that was biased from the 
very beginning. 

“I was in my clients’ in-
terviews myself, and I saw 
how their statements were 
mischaracterized and twis-
ted to fit a narrative. 

“That report is not reliab-
le. Instead of scapegoating 
two whistleblowers who tri-
ed to protect this city, the 
council should be holding 
each other accountable 
for the fraud and corrup-
tion they’re involved in.”

City manager fired with police chief 
and police officer to follow Cont. from page 5


