
By Alan Madlane
The Detroit Wayne In-

tegrated Health Network 
(DWIHN) has been partne-
ring with a provider called 
Chance for Life Organiza-
tion on a program to help 
certain ex-offenders deve-
lop post-prison job skills, 
and then find opportuni-
ties to use them.

The program is called 
“Leg Up,” and it has been 
very successful thus far, 
according to its cham-
pions. Now, they are ad-
ding some scholarship 
-driven job training in the 
areas of construction and 
IT/AI (information techno-
logy and artificial intelli-
gence).

The Leg Up program is 
offering 40 scholarships 
of $3,500 each for partici-
pation in four-month trai-
ning programs in the two 
fields. The national union 
Associated Builders and 
Contractors and IT and AI 
groups are supporting the 
effort.

The Leg Up program 
has some restrictions 
and co-requirements:

• It is for individuals 
who are Wayne County 
residents upon their rele-
ase from their sentences, 
after serving a minimum 
of five years in prison, or a 
combined 10 consecutive 
years “under jurisdiction 
of state or federal prison,” 
specifically with a criminal 
conviction involving cont-
rolled substances.

• Must be diagnosed 
with Opioid Use Disorder, 
and any co-occurring SUD 
(substance use disorder) 
and mental health condi-
tion.

• Must participate in 
the following programs 
and activities with a 
DWIHN-approved provi-
der: 1) Mental health the-
rapy (group or individual) 
with a certified licensed 
therapist; 2) an SUD 
prevention, outpatient or 
treatment program; 3) a 
mentorship program for 
a minimum of 120 days, 
or at least 46 hours; 4) 
job training and coaching; 
5) a family reintegration 
program.

In addition to the 
$3,500 scholarships, the 
program will support par-
ticipants with personal 
clothing, transportation, 
fees for legal documents, 
security deposits for hou-
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Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic 

Medications

Sign Up & Start Saving Today!
$10 GIFT CARD JUST FOR

SIGNING UP!
Act Now! Limited time offer. Card can be 

redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.
Ask store for details.

One-time
$10 Enrollment Fee Covers

Your Entire Family!
DISCOUNT ONLY - NOT INSURANCE. This program is not an 
insurance policy and does not provide insurance coverage. 

Persons receiving prescription benefits from a publicly funded
health care program are ineligible. Discounts are available 

exclusively through participating Sav-Mor Pharmacies.

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

FRD Sav-Mor Pharmacy
is Proud to Serve

Members

Rite-Aid 
Customers
Welcome!

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Merry Christmas and
Happy Hanukkah everyone!

This is our Christmas
issue, and we hope this hol-
iday season brings joy to
everyone.

The town has been
bustling the past week as
holiday shoppers round up
their gifts and food special-
ties at our Polish markets.

This week also brings
about a historical occasion
with Gov. Snyder declaring
Hamtramck has emerged
from its financial crisis, and
the emergency manager is
now leaving her post.

That news is a great gift to
the city. We wish outgoing
Emergency Manager Cathy
Square much success in her
next endeavour, and of
course, thank her for a job
well done.

Inside this issue you will
see that we named her
“Newsmaker of the Year” – a
title she richly deserves.

We also wish our brand
new City Manager, Katrina
Powell, much success. She
is just now settling into the
job, trying to get to know
everyone.

We have much to be thank-
ful for this holiday, and a lot
to look forward to in the com-
ing year.

May be peace be with all
of you.

By Greg Kowalski
These are troubled

times.
The whole world seems

to be in endless turmoil,
the United States is under
the threat of foreign at-
tackers and the future is
uncertain.

Yet there is hope, al-
though tempered with un-
ease.

That was the prevailing
attitude of Hamtramck in
December 1943, in the
depths of World War II. It
was a joyous season, but
it was a muted joy. We
were winning the war, sort
of. But Germany and
Japan still had a lot of
fight left. Europe was thor-
oughly under the control
of the Nazis and those
dreaded telegrams were
still arriving at a regular
rate informing that a loved
one had been lost.

For some the Star of
Bethlehem was replaced
by the Gold Star hung in
the window, signifying that
someone would never be
coming home for Christ-
mas again.

“Some of the more real-
istic effects of the gigan-
tic war will be felt when

Hamtramck celebrates
its 1943 Christmas,”
The Citizen newspa-
per noted on its

front page on Dec. 23,
1943.

“Some, of course, have
already been noted. The
shortage of consumer
goods, usually plentiful,
the rationing of food and
other items, makes for a
less demonstrative Yule
spirit. And, too, the curtail-
ment of liquor supplies
doesn’t add to a noisier
celebration.

“However, balancing the
ledger is the knowledge
that Hamtramck, as well
as the rest of the nation,
has gone through another
year free of the sounds of
battle.”

The Citizen tellingly
noted that there would be
many empty chairs at the
Christmas dinner table
that year. Some 5,486
Hamtramckans were in
the service then, and
most would not be coming
home on furlough.

All these factors over-
shadowed the spirit of the
season.

Nevertheless, life went
on. City Hall closed at
noon on Christmas Eve,
churches braced to wel-
come crowds at Midnight
Mass and harried wives,
moms and grandmothers
scrambled to prepare
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day dinners in the

constraints of rationing. 
But there didn’t seem to

be any rationing on
pierogi, dried mushrooms
and fried fish, all which
were available at Dad’s
Delicatessen at Jos. Cam-
pau and Caniff.  And the
meat markets, including
Kowalski’s, were produc-
ing kielbasa at a steady
pace.

At Tau Beta on Hanley
Street, an amateur acting
troupe put on a free per-
formance of Charles Dick-
ens’ “A Christmas Carol.”
Over at Kosciuszko
School, Santa made a
special appearance. And
40 kids over at the re-
cently built Col. Ham-
tramck Homes put on a
holiday play and set up a
Nativity scene.

Still, the presence of
the war was felt every-
where. Detroit Edison
urged people to curtail
their holiday cooking as
much as possible to con-
serve fuel that was
needed for the war effort.
And if you were lucky
enough to have a tele-
phone, Michigan Bell Tele-
phone asked you to “Help
keep war-crowded circuits
clear on Dec. 24, 25 and
26. Please use long dis-
tance only if it is vital. War
needs the wires – even on

holidays.”
Images of soldiers dec-

orated store ads in the
paper, and Fromm’s store
listed its own Honor Roll
of overseas soldiers: Lt.
Edward J. Malinowski,
Sgt. Julius Kucab, Pvt.
Stanley T. Czarnik and A-S
George Kucab.

Of all places, White
House Cleaners may have
captured the spirit better
than anyone else.

“The Best to You!” It
stated in its small ad.

“The 1943 Christmas
Season cannot be quite
as gay as those in previ-
ous years -- for there will
be empty chairs at the
Yule Dinner Table.

“The True Christmas
Spirit will never be miss-
ing, though. For we Ameri-
cans know how to Live
and how to Fight.

“It is the sincere wish of
the White House Cleaners
and Dryers that Yanks --
those on the home front
and those on the battle
front -- put aside their
cares and enjoy a real
Merry Christmas.”

And it was a merry
Christmas, despite being
troubled times.

Remember that 
spirit this year.

The enduring spirit of 
Christmas, even in troubled times

A Joyful Holiday Season to All

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown 
Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, 

Pies & Pastries, Wedding &
Birthday Cakes

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright.

By John Ulaj
Publisher of The Review

The word “Essence” means
“something that exists, espe-
cially a spiritual or immaterial
entity.” 

These days, in business as
well as in plain everyday life, I
encounter many people who
demonstrate ingratitude, espe-
cially considering the wonder-
ful things a lot of them
possess. What is it that we
human beings are seeking;
what is it that we want, or de-
sire to achieve?

Is the answer, “Amassing
wealth”?  The ability to buy so-
called “big ticket” items, such
as boats, fancy cars, etc.?

When we think about how
many of us strive to attain an
inner peace, is it materialism
that we feel will eventually
bring that to us? We employ a
variety of means, such as en-
tertainment, the use of psy-
chologists or therapists,
and/or motivational books to
fill our emptiness, but still we
feel that we are tending to
miss the TRUE MEANING of
life.

If accumulating wealth or
possessions, or soothing our-
selves with entertainment or
therapy, made people truly
happy, then shouldn’t we feel
it more certainly? Instead,
these things seem like so
many mere panaceas. In-
stead, we continue to witness
drug overdoses, violence of all
types, and suicides at alarm-
ing, and seemingly ever-in-
creasing, rates.

I truly believe that God is the
only one who can fill that void
in one's life. We need to see
life as children do: with antici-
pation and excitement.

Let us not, then, forget the
true Essence of Christmas,
which is the ultimate centering
presence of Christ Himself.
And neither let us forget the
wonder of God's greatest act
of sacrifice and grace. “And
there is no other name under
Heaven given among men by
which we must be saved."
(Acts 4:12).

The uniqueness of every
Christmas snowflake hints at
the uniqueness of God, as well

The Essence 
of Christmas

By Charles Sercombe
In an expected move, 

City Clerk Rana Faraj is 
hitting back at the city af-
ter being placed on paid 
suspension.

She recently filed a 45-
page lawsuit against the 
mayor, city council and 
Interim City Manager Alex 
Lagrou for suspending 
her, saying it was in reta-
liation for informing the 
state Attorney General 
about alleged election 
fraud committed by some 
councilmembers and 
their supporters.

The election fraud in 
question involves accusa-
tions of ballot harvesting.

Attorney Reno Arabo, 
of Marko Law, told The 
Metro Times that “Ham-
tramck is once again sen-
ding a dangerous mes-
sage that, if you expose 
misconduct, the city will 
come after you, not the 
wrongdoing. This lawsuit 
is about making clear 
that retaliating against 
an election official for en-
forcing Michigan election 
law will have serious con-
sequences.”

Faraj was placed on 
paid suspension after the 
Nov. 4 election, when 37 
absentee ballots were 
discovered in her office, 
still in their sealed enve-
lopes, that had not been 
counted.

Faraj says that, after 
discovering them, she 
submitted the ballots to 
Wayne County election of-
ficials.

However, the four-mem-
ber Wayne County Board 
of Canvassers dead-
locked in a 2-2 vote on 
whether to allow the bal-
lots to be included in the 
vote tally. The tie vote me-

ant that, by existing law, 
the ballots could not be 
admitted for counting.

The two Republican 
members of the board 
said that, since the bal-
lots were left in Faraj’s of-
fice unguarded, and mul-
tiple people subsequently 
went in and out of that 
office, the ballots could 
have been tampered with.

The two Democratic 
members argued that not 
counting the ballots di-
senfranchises those 37 
voters.

Some in the city accu-
sed Faraj of mishandling 
the matter, although Faraj 
disputes that claim. 

The city has started an 
independent investiga-
tion into the matter, said 
City Attorney Odey Me-
roueh.

Faraj, who has been 
city clerk for four years 
but came here with no 
prior experience in a city 
clerk’s office, said that, 
prior to the election, 
some councilmembers 
-- and one in particular 

who is not named in 
her lawsuit -- have been 
“trying to find something 
to hold against her” after 
she informed the state 
AG’s office about ballot 
harvesting.

“This individual has a 
long, documented history 
of obstructing the elec-
tion process, intimidating 
election workers, and 
openly ignoring procedu-
res for his own benefit,” 
Faraj said. “Throughout 
the 2023 City Council 
election, he consistently 
undermined my office’s 
efforts to carry out a fair 
election.”

In her lawsuit, Faraj is 
also accusing the city of 
violating the Michigan 
Whistleblowers’ Protec-
tion Act.

Faraj is seeking com-
pensatory damages, at-
torney fees and for the 
court to “grant such 
other relief as justice and 
equity require.”

Faraj is also seeking 
her job back, and for the 
defendants to “cease 

and desist from all reta-
liation.”

She said city officials 
have “attempted the 
destruction of her career” 
through defamation, and 
that their actions aga-
inst her have resulted in 
stress, damage to her 
professional reputation, 
mental anguish, humi-
liation, anxiety, economic 
damages and other da-
mages.

Mayor Amer Ghalib, who 
is named in the lawsuit, 
issued this statement to 
a news outlet in response 
to the lawsuit:

“When she reported 
some election issues to 
the AG office earlier this 
year, the city did not even 
give her a verbal warning 
for doing that. 

“We considered that 
as part of her job and 
nothing was wrong with it, 
and no one took any ac-
tion against her. 

“However, she was 
placed on paid admi-
nistrative leave after the 

City clerk files a lawsuit over 
election suspension; seeks job back By Charles Sercombe

Call this the election 
without end.

The final outcome on 
who won the mayor’s 
race is not quite over. The 
dispute over whether to 
count 37 absentee ballot 
still has to be decided in 
court.

Last Friday, U.S. Fede-
ral Court Judge Patricia 
Perez Fresard heard the 
first round of arguments 
about whether the ballots 
should be counted.

Fresard put the mat-
ter on hold until the at-
torneys involved in the 
dispute can meet and 
further discuss the mat-
ter, although that left 
a number of observers 
wondering “why bother,” 
since the attorneys appe-
ar to be far apart in their 
positions.

The 37 ballots in ques-
tion were discovered by 
City Clerk Rana Faraj a 
day or two after the elec-
tion was over. She said 
she turned them over to 
Wayne County election 
officials, but the county 
board of canvassers 
deadlocked in a 2-2 vote 
on whether to go ahead 
and tabulate them.

That deadlock means 
the ballots cannot be 
counted – however, becau-
se of the ongoing lawsuit, 
the ballots remain in lim-
bo at the moment.

City Councilmem-
ber Muhith Mahmood, 
who decided not run for 
another term on council 
but instead seek the 
city’s top elected office, 
filed a lawsuit to have the 
37 ballots counted.

Mahmood already 
struck out in a recount 
of the Nov. 4 ballots. Ins-
tead of finding victory, he 
still lost the race but now 
by an even slightly wider 
margin, 11 votes – up 
from only six before the 
recount.

Mayor-elect Adam Al-
harbi is arguing against 
counting the 37 ballots, 
saying they were discove-
red after the election in 
the clerk’s office, and the-
refore could have been 
tampered with.

Alharbi has also filed 
a lawsuit challenging 
Mahmood’s qualification 
to hold elected office in 
Hamtramck, saying that 
he is a non-resident who 
actually lives in Troy.

Mahmood has admitted 
that his wife and family 
live in Troy but says that 
he lives in Hamtramck. 
He has said that he is 
not divorced or separated 
from his wife.

An internal city investi-
gation into his residency, 

Mayoral 
election
in question

By Alan Madlane
Roy Feldman is a local 

photographer who has an 
interesting new book out 
right now, and it’s all to do 
with his adopted home: 
Hamtramck.

Before we go further, 
though, let’s dig into Feld-
man’s credentials, which 
could fill a gallery by 
themselves.

(The following four pa-
ragraphs are reprinted 
here verbatim from an 
interview we did with Roy 
back in 2020.)

(These credentials) 
include hundreds of as-
signments as a free-
lancer for the Detroit Free 
Press, as well as about 

a thousand more for the 
C&G newspaper chain 
across the metro area.

Feldman was also the 
official photog for the 
Jazz Festival and the 
Auto Show; official stil-
ls photographer for GM, 
Navistar Defense, the 
Kresge Foundation and 
the Midwest division of 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy; and a staff pho-
tographer at Ford Motor 
when the job paid a cus-
hy six-figure salary with a 
company car thrown in; 
when private jet travel 
alongside William Clay 
Ford became the norm.

He’s taught his craft at 

Photographer’s new book 
focuses on Hamtramck

By Greg Kowalski
Author and historian

Leonard Kniffel will hold a
reception and signing for
his new book “Busia:
School Days on the Farm
with My Polish Grand-
mother” 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum.

It is the follow up to his

earlier book “Busia: Sea-
sons on the Farm with My
Polish Grandmother,” and
relates the story of his
childhood growing up on a
farm under the watchful
care of Busia – his grand-
mother. 

His stories are touching
and inspirational, and his
books would make excel-
lent holiday gifts. 

Copies of both “Busia”
books will be available for
purchase, and Kniffel will
sign books. Light refresh-
ments will be served free.

The Hamtramck Histori-
cal Museum is at 9525

Jos. Campau. Visit the mu-
seum website, www.ham-
tramckhistory.org. Email
hamtramckhistory@gmail.
com. Or call (313) 893-
5027.  
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Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

December 23 – Mass for People on our Prayer List 7 pm
December 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord Mass 9 am 

Christmas Sing-a-long 11:30 pm
Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12:00 Midnight

December 25 – Solemnity of Nativity of our Lord 9 am
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim) 10 am
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist –

Blessing of Wine 10 am
January 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord 10 am   

January 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name of Jesus 7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE
WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

Hamtramck Academy 
11420 Conant St., Hamtramck, MI  48212-3134 

313-368-7312 PHONE  313-477-2869 FAX

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 academic school year ends 

on 2/28/2020 at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades K - 8 
and can be obtained at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or 

by calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications 
received during open enrollment exceed available seats, a 

random-selection drawing will be necessary. The drawing, if 
needed, will be held on 3/12/2020 at 1:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose 
Area. Applications received after open enrollment will be accepted 

on a first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. 
Waiting lists will be formed accordingly. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

Hamtramck Academy admits students of any race, color, and 
nationality or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 

and activities generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of intellectual or 
athletic abilities, measures of achievement or aptitude, disability, 

status as a handicapped person, homeless status, English 
proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies and 
athletic or other school-administered programs.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Sunday, 
Dec. 15 & 22
10am-4pm

Monday, Dec. 23
6am-6pm

Christmas Eve
6am-4pm

‘Busia’ author is back for a book 
signing at Hamtramck’s museum

By Charles Sercombe
The holiday spirit could

be felt on Monday at Dick-
inson East Elementary
School.

That was the day the
folks at Mittens for De-
troit once again donated
hundreds of brand-new
mittens and gloves for the
students to pick out and
keep.

The mittens and gloves
came in a wide assort-
ment of sizes, styles and
colors. 

If a student wanted
them in shocking blue or
pink, no problem.

The students were ush-
ered in class-by-class,
and they hunched over

several tables with the
goods neatly arranged.
For some, choosing took
only minutes, while others
pondered a while over the
varieties of styles.

The need for cold-
weather clothing is great
in Hamtramck. Many of
the kids come from immi-
grant families who do not
have a lot of money to
spend on clothing.

At the very least, many
of them will now have
warm hands and fingers.

Mitten give-away returns to 
Dickinson East Elementary School

40211 Mound Rd. Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com
9601 Jos Campau St. Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours

City Clerk Rana Faraj, who is on paid administrative leave, is suing the may-
or, city council and interim city manager. Faraj is accusing them of retaliating 
against her for bringing attention to suspected election fraud, and other issues. 
File photo

Hamtramck-based photographer, Roy Feldman, recent-
ly published a book on his photographs of Hamtramck.
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This week at the Library . . . 
Piano Music at the Library:  On 
Fridays, during the month of Decem-
ber (Dec.12, and Dec. 19), and on 
Tuesday, Dec. 23rd, Tina L. aka Sugar 
Calzone will be playing holiday music 
as well as standard tunes for the en-
joyment of both, children and adults.  
Children will have a chance to sing 
along the tunes they know and adults 
will be able to enjoy musical selection 
from 4:00 pm till closing time. 

Dewey:  On December 10, 1851, 
American librarian Melvin Dewy was 
born in Adams Center, New York.  He 
invented the Dewey decimal book 
classification system, advocated 
spelling reform, and urged use of met-
ric system. 

Marconi:  On December 11, 1901 the 
first transatlantic radio signal was 
transmitted by Gunlielmo Marconi 
from Cornwall, England to St. John’s 
Newfoundland. 

Story Time:  These programs con-
ducted by the library staff are sched-
uled for Wednesdays afternoon at 4:00 
pm.  All children are invited. 

Gustave Flaubert:  This French au-
thor was born on December 12, 1821 
in Rouen, France.  He was best known 
for the novel “Madame Bovary”, a 
tale of a woman’s revolt against mid-
dle class society. 

State of War:  On December 13, 
1981 the Communist government in-
stalled in Poland by the Soviet Union 
imposed martial law on the Polish 
people and took steps to stifle the 
growing power of the pro-democratic 

trade union “Solidarity”.  This event 
eventually gave rise to abolition of the 
Communist government and rise of 
Free Poland. 

Exercise at the Library:  The RIM 
Foundation was begun exercise clas-
ses again this fall.  On Tuesdays, its 
back to Yoga at 2:30 pm. and on Fri-
days, it is Tai Chi at 10:00 am.  To 
register for the program, stop by the 
library circulation desk. 

Preservation of Jazz:  Continuing 
into the autumn and winter season, the 
Jazz Masterclass program will take 
place on Thursday evenings from 5 to 
7 pm.  Participants will cultivate a 
deeper understanding of this elegant 
artform through guided discussions, 
curated listening experiences, docu-
mentary screenings, and more.  Head-
ing this class will be Sky Covington, 
founder of The Preservation of Jazz.  
The sessions start on October 16th.  
Class size is limited to 20 individuals.  
Register on Eventbrite.com to secure 
your place.  For more information 
about the program, please call Sky 
Covington (248) 383-3385.. 

Mariner II:  On December 14, 1962 
this space probe sent back information 
from the planet Venus. 

Nostradamus:  This French physician 
was born on December 14, 1503 in St. 
Remy, Provence, France as Michel de 
Nostredame. 

ESL Classes:  These classes are held 
Monday to Thursday at 9 am and 12 
noon.  To participate, you must regis-
ter with the Horizon School. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

December 12, 2025 

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 
Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday December 14, 
Holy Mass 9:00 am

Third Sunday in Advent

Dec 17 – Rorate Holy Mass 
7 pm

Dec 13 – Take-out Only Soup 
Kitchen 2-4 pm

Everyone Welcome!

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for 

the coming New Year - 
health, happiness and prosperity.
Christmas Season 2025

3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212
313-891-1520

Our Lady Queen 
of Apostles, 

A Century of Faith 
and Community

• 184 pages of 
Parish history

• Photographs and 
memories

• $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the 

Parish at 
313-891-1520 for more 
info on how to purchase 

the book.

Wednesday, December 24................ Christmas Eve Vigil
	 Family Mass.......................................................................4pm (English)
	 Solemn Midnight Mass...........................................................12:00 am 
	 Celebrated in English and Polish
	 Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols at 11:30 pm

Thursday, December 25............................Christmas Day
	 Mass in Polish and English........................................................ 9:30am

Friday, December 26
Poland 2nd Day of Christmas, St. Stephen's Day
	 Mass in English and Polish......................................................10:00am

Wednesday, December 31.......................New Year's Eve
	 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ..................................... 3:30pm
	 Holy Mass in English and Polish .............................................. 4:30pm

Thursday, January 1............................... New Year's Day
	 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.........9:30am (English and Polish) 

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 103rd ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,

Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218

No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor
Wednesday, Dec. 24th	 Christmas Eve – Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
	 9:00 am Holy Mass
Thursday, Dec. 25th	 Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord
	 11:45 Group Carol Singing	 	
	 12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)
	 9:00 am Holy Mass
Friday, Dec. 26th	 	Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr (Msza Św. w j. polskim)
	 7:00 pm Holy Mass
Saturday, Dec. 27th 		 Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist	 	
	 10:00 am Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
Sunday, Dec. 28th 		 Solemnity of Humble Shepherds
	 	9:00 am Holy Mass
Thursday, Jan. 1		 Solemnity of Circumsision of Our Lord
	 	10:00 am Holy Mass

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrušciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), 
Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas 

Cookies, Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread 
with Raisins), Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

NORMAL HOURS: Closed Monday, Dec. 1 OPEN starting Tuesday, Dec. 2 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 3 8am-5pm, 
Thursday, Dec. 4 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 5 8am-5pm, Saturday, Dec. 6 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 7 Closed, Monday, Dec. 8 

Closed, Open Tuesday, Dec. 9 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 10 8am-5pm, Thursday, Dec. 11 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 12 8am-5pm, 
Saturday, Dec. 13 8am-4pm. HOLIDAY HOURS: Open Starting Sunday, Dec. 14 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 15 8am-5pm, 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 17 8am-5pm,  Thursday, Dec. 18 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 19 8am-5pm, 

Saturday Dec. 20 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 21 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 22 8am-5pm, Tuesday, Dec. 23 8am-5pm, Christmas Eve 
8am-1pm, Closed Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 26 Closed, Saturday, Dec. 27 Closed, Sunday, Dec. 28 Closed, Monday, Dec. 29 

Closed, Open Tuesday, Dec. 30 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 31 8am-1pm, Jan. 1 Closed, Jan. 2, 3 Reopen Normal Hours

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, 

Cookies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year

most recent city election 
of last November, due to 
multiple issues that took 
place in the clerk office 
the election day, including 
finding 37 open ballots 
that were not tabulated or 
followed chain of custody 
and stayed in the office 
for 24-48 hours before 
reporting them to Wayne 
County, allowing unaut-
horized people to stay in 
the clerk office the day 
of election including the 
former city clerk and the 
former city attorney, and 
finding a punching bag in 
the clerk office with a pic-
ture of one of the mayoral 
candidates on it.

“The plan was to give 
her a warning and ask 
her to come back to work, 
but her attorney sent a 
request letter asking for 
$500,000 by the end of 
that day, or they will file a 
lawsuit.

“The city decided not to 
be exploited or blackmai-
led by anyone, especial-
ly those who committed 
huge mistakes that affec-
ted election outcomes 
and placed the city at risk 
of liability.  

“The city will defend its 
resources and the tax-
payers’ money and will 
not allow anyone to abu-
se their power or illegally 

City clerk files a lawsuit over election 
suspension; seeks job back
Continued from front page

absorb its resources. We 
think our legal position is 
strong in this case.”

The Marko law firm is 
also representing former 
City Manager Max Garba-
rino, who was also fired 
after he OK’d an internal 
investigation into alleged 
wrongdoings by former 
Police Chief Jamiel Alta-
heri.

Hamtramck police of-

ficer Dave Adamczyk was 
also fired for his part in 
that investigation. Both 
Garbarino and Adamczyk 
are saying the mayor and 
city council violated the 
state’s Michigan Whist-
leblowers’ Protection Act.

Adamczyk was origi-
nally part of Garbarino’s 
lawsuit, but has since 
hired a new attorney and 
filed a separate lawsuit.

as well as that of Council-
member Abu Musa, found 
that neither live in Ham-
tramck. The investigation 
said Mahmood lives in 
Troy, and Musa lives in 
Warren with his wife and 
family.

Both deny the allegation 
of not being residents.

At the same time, the-
re is an ongoing investi-
gation by the Michigan 
State Police into their re-
sidency.

Judge Fresard has also 
agreed to hear Mah-
mood’s residency issue.

Just when the matter of 
the election results will 

finally get resolved is unk-
nown. The new terms for 
the mayor and those elec-
ted to city council are set 
to begin on Jan. 1.

The 37 ballots in ques-
tion could change the 
outcome of the election, 
and some say it could 
result in Mahmood being 
declared the winner since 
the ballots came from a 
precinct where voters are 
predominantly Bangla-
deshi.

Mahmood is a Bang-
ladeshi-American, and 
Alharbi is a Yemeni-Ame-
rican.

Mayoral election in 
question
Continued from front page
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.
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If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.

Review: Opinion Page

Does anyone outside the
city care about our elections?

In Our Opinion

We wouldn’t blame 
folks for having Hamtra-
mck election fatigue.

It seems like this 
mayoral election is ne-
ver going to end, and 
the more that’s revea-
led about how the elec-
tion was conducted, the 
more serious alarms 
are raised.

Mind you, we are not 
making any accusa-
tions.

But there is now 
doubt, among some 
in the community, sur-
rounding the integrity of 
our elections because 
of accusations of bal-

lot harvesting, or the 
residency statuses of 
candidates, or else how 
ballots are handled and 
counted.

Egad.
As more than one per-

son has noted, Ham-
tramck elections have 
become a joke.

Unfortunately, the 
joke is on us. It’s a bad 
omen when we increa-
singly hear from people 
fed up with the whole 
thing, saying that their 
vote doesn’t matter in 
this city.

All of this screams 
out for some agency 

outside of the city to 
take charge and do so-
mething to right these 
terrible wrongs.

But, sadly, it appears 
that no one cares about 
little ol’ Hamtramck.

So that’s our challen-
ge to county and state 
election officials: come 
here, and do your job 
of overseeing our elec-
tions. And, step up 
investigations of wron-
gdoing.

And most importantly, 
prosecute those who 
break election laws.

Is that really too much 
to ask?

Condolences … A for-
mer Hamtramck resident, 
Nicholas “Casper” Vese-
lenak, recently passed 
away at the age of 72.

We know a number of 
folks who knew him. Nick 
was known for taking care 
of dozens of feral cats in 
his neighborhood.

Our condolences go out 
to his family.

Funeral services were 
held on Dec. 9. He is 
survived by his brothers 
John Veselenak, Paul Ve-
selenak, Matt Caramag-
no, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

	
Crime update … 

Recently, the Hamtramck 
Police Department repor-
ted an incident where a 
woman and a man were 
stabbed in the head while 
they were sleeping.

Imagine that horror sce-
ne. The good news: they 
did not suffer life-threate-
ning injuries.

Both victims survived, 
and Demetree Jordan 
has been charged in the 
stabbing. He faces felony 
charges of assault with 
intent to murder, home 
invasion and domestic 
violence.

Bond was set at 
$500,000.

Since there is a domes-
tic assault charge inclu-
ded, a good assumption 
is that the suspect knew 
one or both victims.

	
HPS School Board … 

For those curious, the 
board’s monthly meeting 
for Dec. 10 was canceled 
– no doubt because of the 
snow.

The district’s schools 
also had the day off 
because of “inclement 
weather.”

The board will now meet 
next Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 
6 p.m.

And, speaking of the 
board, we are told a new 
policy is in place where 
boardmembers only recei-
ve pay for each meeting 
they attend. Attendance 
has been an issue for cer-
tain boardmembers.

There is a catch, though: 
the attendance require-
ment doesn’t say how 
long the boardmembers 
have to stay at the mee-
ting, or whether they can 
stroll in late or leave befo-
re the meeting is over.

And we are talking 
about one certain board 
member who seems to 
regard the job as a pesky 
duty.

This is the same board-

member who insisted, 
shortly after taking office, 
that the board’s stipend 
needs to be increased – 
which it was.

City council … The 
Hamtramck School Board 
wasn’t the only elected 
body that canceled this 
week’s meeting. The 
Hamtramck City Council 
also canceled its Tuesday 
meeting for some reason.

That cancelation was 
decided over a week ago.

The council will instead 
meet this coming Tues-
day, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m. 
This will be the last mee-
ting for the year—and, for 
some councilmembers, 
the last meeting of their 
terms.

Councilmember Khalil 
Refai, who has been ab-
sent for the past few mee-
tings, decided not to seek 
re-election and won’t be 
coming back.

Councilmember Muhith 
Mahmood decided to run 
for mayor instead of for 
another council term. At 
this point, it appears that 
he lost his bid for the 
city’s top job.

But it's not over quite 
yet: he has appealed the 
election results in court, 
and there could be a deci-
sion about his lawsuit in 
the coming days – or may-
be not.

	
Friendship House … 

Detroit Friendship Hou-
se (DFH, to those “in the 
know”) was the bene-
ficiary of a generous “Gi-
ving Tuesday” this past 
Dec. 2.

The informal day of 
giving, which immedia-
tely follows the parade 
of such other seasonal, 
more commercial notions 
as “Black Friday,” “Small 
Business Saturday,” and 
“Cyber Monday,” is a 
chance for folks to direct 
their spending to do-good 
organizations across the 
state, country and world.

Or even keep it closer 
to home -- like to DFH, for 
example.

DFH Executive Director 
Khurshida Hossein thank 
-ed one and all in a notice 
the next day, noting that 
$4,625 was gifted to the 
cause on just that day alo-
ne, an impressive sum.

“We’re thankful to all 
the donors who contribu-
ted,” Hossein said in the 
message.

“At DFH,” she conti-
nued, “we pride ourselves 
on the role we have provi-
ding important resources 

to help pantry guests na-
vigate the barriers they 
face.

“As a community hub, 
we provide safety, stabi-
lity, and strength.”

This follows close on 
the heels of a Thanksgi-
ving which saw the orga-
nization net some $9,500 
from Life for Relief and 
Development, along with 
about $1,120 from the 
public, which provided 
some 240 families with 
full turkey-and-the-trim-
mings dinners.

Nevertheless, the need 
never stops, and, one 
could argue, given all the 
uncertainty the federal go-
vernment has created this 
year around the SNAP/
EBT/WIC food stamps 
program, that need may 
be greater than ever be-
fore.

“If you haven’t had a 
chance to give, that’s 
okay!” Hossein encoura-
ged. “We still have lots 
planned for our Season of 
Giving.

“Follow us on social 
media for updates on our 
Santa’s Toy Shop and our 
Christmas distribution. 
And I’m sure you’ll be he-
aring from me soon.”

Their stated annual goal 
for 2025 was to raise a 
total of $45,000.

Interested in helping? 
Contact them through 
their website: detroit 
friendshiphouse.org, or at 
(313) 871-7443.

In need of food or simi-
lar help? They are in-hou-
se at 9540 Conant on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 2-4 p.m., and Satur-
days from 9 a.m.-noon.

(Check with them on 
how the holidays may 
affect these times, es-
pecially with both Christ-
mas Day and New Years 
Day falling on Thursdays 
this year.)

Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

(313) 874-2100

the College for Creative 
Studies; had photos in 
Elizabeth Avedon’s limi-
ted edition book “Fossils 
of Light + Time”; and is a 
member of both the Natio-
nal Press Photographers 
and the White House 
Press Photographers.

Impressive, eh?
So now, back to Feld-

man’s book: titled “(my) 
Hamtramck: Photographs 
2015-2025,” it’s rough-
ly 75 pages of full-leaf 
photographs -- no titles, 
no words, just color and 
black-and-white moments 
in time from across the 
past decade.

It especially chronicles 
the youth and arts move-
ments here, a scene that 
Feldman was made privy 
to, and which was flouris-
hing in the half-decade 
right before the Covid-19 
pandemic hit.

Featured are photo-
graphs, mainly of young 
folks and artists hanging 
out. Occasionally they are 

shown at work as well. 
Others show buildings, 
landscapes and the like. 
Residents will probab-
ly recognize an outdoor 
space here or there.                                                                                                                                         

In the book’s introduc-
tion, in fact, Feldman 
bemoans the effect the 
pandemic had on these 
young folks, now deprived 
of much of their socia-
lizing, and the relative col-
lapse of the arts commu-
nity he had come to know 
so well.

He moved here shortly 
after fully “discovering” 
the city -- around 2019, 
he says.

“The whole place had a 
kind of magic patina, like 
you would find in the ba-
sement of Hogwarts,” he 
muses in his book’s intro-
duction, as if bewitched 
by the place.

And, truth to tell, who 
among us hasn’t been at 
some time or another?

For Feldman, the only lo-
gical thing to do was point 

his camera and shoot. 
More than anything else, 
the photos come off as 
intimate, reflecting the le-
vel of trust he was affor-
ded within this art scene.

“It was not just the art, 
music, and literature that 
drew me in – it was the 
community behind it,” he 
writes.

“The young creatives 
welcomed me, invited me 
into their homes…”

He comes off as the 
pensive elder statesman 
at the end, bemoaning a 
lost Eden – even as he 
sees an opening for a re-
generation:

“Today, much of that 
energy has dispersed. 
The isolation of Covid un-
raveled what had depen-
ded so heavily on in-per-
son connection.”

He rallies: “But I hold 
out hope that a few from 
the many creatives I met 
will rekindle the spark – 
and that the spirit of that 
time can be rediscove-
red.”

If they need a starting 
point on their new jour-
ney, they could do worse 
than to start from Roy 
Feldman’s book.

The book, a real bargain 
in our view at only $25, is 
available locally at both 
Book Suey and Hatch Art; 
also, at M Contemporary 
Gallery in Ferndale. It was 
printed in limited num-
ber, with no guarantee 
that more will be printed, 
so you may want to act 
fast. What’s that holiday 
coming up again, right 
around the corner…?

Photographer’s new book 
focuses on Hamtramck
Continued from front page
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

12
/3

1/
20

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

Cont. from front page
Quick Hits

YOUR AD HERE
(313) 874-2100

ObituariesObituaries

Detroit, Mound & Davison, 
large 2 BR, quiet street, 
prefer no children or pets, 
possible handyman to 
work for rent, $700/mo., 
call Mike, 313-516-5178. 
12/26

Detroit, 3 BR, remode-
led kitchen + bathroom, 
hardwood floors, 2 ½ 
car garage, quiet street. 
$35,000 or $800/mo. for 
short-term lease, handy-
man preferred, call Mike, 
313-516-5178. 12/26

Deadline for 
classifieds for 
next week is 
Thursday at 

Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100 
to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their 
ad following first publication. The 
newspaper shall not be liable for 
failure to publish an ad, for a ty-
pographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the 
cost of the ad for the first day’s 
insertion. Adjustments for errors 
is limited to the cost of that por-
tion of the ad wherein the error 
occurred. We reserve the right to 
classify, revise or reject any classi-
fied advertisement.

APARTMENTS AND
FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 
Holiday music on Fridays in December at the library 

Interview with Mayor about past 4 years and the future 
Detroit Hamtramck Coalition Press Conference 

Veteran’s Day Ceremonies at Hamtramck VFW Post 6 
Congressman Thanedar addresses City Council 

Senate Hearings with Mayor Amer Ghalib 
and more 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 
To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 

December 12, 2025 

HOUSE FOR 
RENT OR SALE

SATURDAY, December 13, 2-4 p.m. – Take-
out only Soup Kitchen at Holy Cross P.N.C. 
Church, 2311 Pulaski at Fleming. Everyone is 
welcome! (Please come in person to pick up 
your meal.)

Coming Events

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log 

covers Dec. 2-8.
Tuesday, Dec. 2

• A hit-and-run accident 
was reported at Jos. Cam-
pau and Alice.

• Officers located a 
stolen vehicle being driven 
in the area of Jos. Cam-
pau, and a chase ensued. 
The driver of the stolen 
vehicle crashed into a tree, 
and the suspect was arres-
ted after a foot chase.

• A domestic assault 
was reported in the 5200 
block of Belmont.
Wednesday, Dec. 3

• A person in the 3900 
block of Edwin reported 
receiving harassing calls.

• A reckless driver doing 
“donuts” in a parking lot at 
Jos. Campau and Holbrook 
was arrested. The sus-
pect’s car was impounded.
Thursday, Dec. 4

• Following a traffic 
stop, a male was arrested 
for carrying a concealed 
weapon, for having open 
intoxicants, and for driving 
on a suspended license. A 
passenger was also arres-
ted for carrying a concea-
led weapon, and for having 
open intoxicants.

• A male was arrested 
in the 2200 block of Faber 
for domestic assault.
Friday, Dec. 5

• A complaint was made 
about an animal in the 
1900 block of Norwalk.

• Abandoned vehicles 
were reported in the 1900 

block of Trowbridge and 
in the area of Evaline and 
Brombach.

• An armed robbery was 
reported in the 3100 block 
of Hanley. Two male sus-
pects were later arrested 
after officers spotted their 
getaway vehicle and appre-
hended them. A handgun 
was recovered from the 
suspects’ vehicle.

• A domestic assault 
was reported in the 12100 
block of Dequindre.

• Officers, responding to 
a call about a domestic as-
sault in the 3800 block of 
Evaline, arrested a female 
suspect for assault.
Saturday, Dec. 6	

• Following a traffic stop, 
a male suspect was arres-
ted for possessing stolen 
property.

• A break-in was repor-
ted in the 2300 block of 
Geimer.

• A fight was reported 
in the 11800 block of 
Dequindre.
Sunday, Dec. 7

• A domestic assault 
was reported in the 3100 
block of Holbrook.

• A vehicle theft was re-
ported in the 11500 block 
of St. Aubin.
Monday, Dec. 8

• Family trouble was re-
ported in the 3300 block 
of Norwalk.

• A fight was reported in 
the 3100 block of Caniff.

• A vehicle was reported 
stolen in the 2300 block of 
Danforth.

FIGAS
Ronald Fi-

gas, 82, died 
December 8, 
2025.

R o n a l d 
was the 

husband of the late Ro-
semarie, and loving father 
of Martin, Wendy, Holly 
(John) Ruzycki, and the 
late Andrew.   Grandfather 
of Talyn and Emersyn.  Ron 
is also survived by his sis-
ter Dorothy (late Robert) 
Kosciolek.

Visitation was Thursday, 
December 11, 2025, from 
2 – 8 p.m. at Jurkiewicz & 
Wilk Funeral Home, Ham-
tramck MI. Funeral Mass 
is Friday, December 12, 
2025, In State at 9:30 
a.m., until time of the fu-
neral Mass at 10 a.m., at 
St. Florian Catholic Church, 
2626 Florian, Hamtramck 
MI, 48212.   Interment 
Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
Detroit MI.

OKONKOWSKI
C h e s t e r 

Okonkows-
ki, 89, died 
December 
4, 2025.

C h e s t e r 
Joseph Okonkowski was 
born in Detroit on March 
15, 1936, to Chester and 
Wanda (nee Novakowski) 
Okonkowski. His family 
and friends affectionately 
called him Chet. He is sur-
vived by his brother, Patrick 
(Claudia Rzepka), sister, 
Andrea Miller and many 
nieces and nephews. His 
cat, Coon, already misses 
him.   Chester was pre-
deceased by his parents, 
Chester and Wanda, two 
baby brothers: Jerome and 
Thomas, sisters: Geraldi-
ne Lewis, Sylvia Degorski, 
and Shirley Lach.

Chet was an avid hun-
ter who hunted until a few 
years ago. He graciously 
cooked venison dinners 
for others in the neighbor-
hood at Suzy’s, Adam’s 
Corner, and Turtle & Inky’s.  
A lifelong member of St. 
Hyacinth parish, others 
knew Chet for his regular 
church attendance and 
participation in church ac-
tivities.   Chet worked at 
Delta in Detroit, a blas-
ting plant in Sterling Heig-
hts and was a seasonal 
bartender in the Poconos 
Mountains in Pennsylva-
nia.

Often Chet dressed up 
as Santa and passed gif-
ts out to underprivileged 
children in the neighbor-
hood. He rode in the Ham-
tramck Thanksgiving Day 

parade in a red Cadillac 
convertible dressed as 
Santa.

He always had a joke 
to tell. Many times, his jo-
kes were rather off-color. 
It wasn’t unusual to hear, 
“Hey, Uncle Chet, tell us 
a joke!” Chester was a di-
amond in the rough who 
was still in the rough. He 
was greatly loved by his fa-
mily and friends. He will be 
missed by many.

At Chet’s request, in lieu 
of flowers, please donate 
to a charity of your choice 
in his name.

Visitation was Tuesday, 
December  9, 2025, at 
Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral 
Home, Hamtramck MI. 
The Funeral Mass was 
Wednesday December 10, 
2025, at St. Hyacinth Cat-
holic Church, Detroit MI.   
Inurnment is at Mount Oli-
vet Cemetery, Detroit, MI

ZACHARIAS
Margaret 

Zacharias, 
91, (neé Pa-
talon), died 
December 
3, 2025.

Margaret was the loving 
wife of Frank and mother to 
the late Janice (Ken) Clark; 
also to Amy, Marty (Erin), 
and Julie. Grandmother to 
Kristopher, Cassidy, Jake, 
Ryan, Connor and Shane 
Zacharias, and Carolyn 
and Rachel Pasquinelli. 
Margaret was predecea-
sed by her brothers Ralph 
and George. Marge is sur-
vived by her Godson Brian 
Patalon, bonus daughter 
Becky Ruzycki, and many 
nieces and nephews. 

Marge was a longtime 
resident of Hamtramck 
and actively involved in nu-
merous St. Ladislaus and 
PRCUA groups and activi-
ties. To celebrate Marge’s 
memory the family is invi-
ting all attendees to wear 
their favorite Christmas 
attire when visiting.  In lieu 
of flowers, please send do-
nations to the family.

Memorial Visitation is Fri-
day, December 12, 2025, 
from 2 - 7 p.m., Rosary is 
at 5 p.m. at Jurkiewicz & 
Wilk Funeral Home, 2396 
Caniff, Hamtramck MI 
48212.   Memorial Mass 
is Saturday, December 
13, 2025, 10 a.m. at St. 
Florian Catholic Church, 
2626 Florian, Hamtramck 
MI 48212.   Inurnment is 
Wednesday, December 17, 
2025, at 11 a.m., Great 
Lakes National Cemetery, 
4200 Belford Rd., Holly MI, 
48442.

sing, and 60-day tempo-
rary housing if needed.

“These new additions 
to an already life-changing 
initiative will significantly 
improve futures for retur-
ning citizens,” said James 
E. White, DWIHN president 
and CEO.

“We are determined to 
significantly reduce the li-
kelihood of recidivism for 
these individuals,” he ad-
ded.

Thomas Adams, presi-

dent and CEO of Chance 
for Life, chimed in: 

“We are excited to inclu-
de impactful educational 
and vocational opportu-
nities like these. Thanks 
to DWIHN, we can make 
a profound investment in 
the lives of men and wo-
men who desire a second 
chance.”

To determine your eligibi-
lity or for more information, 
call the DWIHN at (313) 
833-2500 Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., or Chance 
for Life at (313) 784-9209, 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.
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Notice of Public Hearing – City of Hamtramck  

Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning Commission 

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Hamtramck Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning 
Commission will meet in the 2nd Floor Council Chambers of Hamtramck City Hall (3401 
Evaline Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212) on the dates below, with the purpose of holding two 
separate public hearings and considering requests pertaining to the following 
property: 11515 Joseph Campau, Hamtramck, MI 48212, parcel number 41-007-15-0045-
300 

• Tuesday, December 30th, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. - Zoning Board of Appeals Special 
Meeting   

*Residents please note: due to scheduling and public notice requirements, the regular 
12/16 ZBA meeting is cancelled, and this public hearing previously tabled by the ZBA will 
instead take place on 12/30. 

Applicant Mousa Kaied is requesting a use variance of the property to operate an 
auto repair shop, subject to subject to §155.185 and §155.187 of the Hamtramck Code of 
Ordinances. Current zone is Central Business District (CBD) per §155.066. 

• Wednesday, January 7th, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. - Planning Commission Meeting 

As an alternative to an auto repair shop, Applicant Mousa Kaied is requesting a special land 
use of the property to operate an open-air business (car dealership), subject to §155.094 of 
the Hamtramck Code of Ordinances. Current zone is Central Business District per §155.066. 
Per City Ordinance, such open-air business uses are permitted in the CBD only with special 
land use approval from the Planning Commission. 

Written comments may be submitted to the Assistant Community & Economic 
Development Manager via email at mmiszczak@hamtramckcity.gov. Written comments will 
be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on December 30, 2025 for the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, and until 12:00 p.m. on January 7, 2025 for the Planning Commission. Given the 
holiday season, if you are unable to attend either meeting, please give attention to the 
public comment submission deadlines. The City of Hamtramck will provide necessary 
and reasonable auxiliary aids, and services for individuals with disabilities at the public 
hearing upon advance notice by writing or by calling the Clerk’s Office at 313-800-5233 x821. 
Please contact the Clerk’s office at least 10 days in advance. 

 

By Charles Sercombe
Hamtramck residents 

who collect SNAP (Supple-
mental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program) benefits 
may soon be cut off.

President Trump’s admi-
nistration is demanding 
information on those col-
lecting food aid in all sta-
tes.

Michigan’s governor, 

Gretchen Whitmer, who is 
a Democrat, is refusing 
to turn over the personal 
information, including the 
immigration statuses, of 
those who receive food 

aid. Trump is threatening 
to withhold SNAP funding 
to Democratic-controlled 
states who don’t comply 
with the request.

SNAP payments avera-

ge $190 per person per 
month, or a little over $6 
a day.

It is being reported that 
29 states have complied 
with Trump’s demands 
while 21 have refused. 
Twenty-two states have 
sued to block the order.

Agriculture Secretary 
Brooke Rollins says the 
information is needed to 
root out fraud.

Michigan Attorney Gene-
ral Dana Nessel has joi-
ned a multi-state lawsuit 
to prevent the state from 
having to turn over private 
personal data on those 
collecting benefits.

In a statement, Nessel 
said the administration 
is “effectively forcing sta-
tes to choose between 
protecting their residents’ 
privacy and providing cri-
tical nutrition assistance 
to those in need.”

“The law is clear on who 
can receive SNAP bene-
fits, yet the Trump Admi-
nistration is trying to strip 
rightful recipients of the 
support they need to feed 
their families,” Nessel 
told media outlets. 

“It is my hope that the 
court puts an end to this 
unlawful guidance and 
stops the White House’s 
ongoing chaos and confu-
sion over Americans’ abi-
lity to put food on the tab-
le.”

Nationally, approxima-
tely 42 million Americans 
receive SNAP benefits. 
In Michigan, 1.4 million 
residents rely on SNAP. 
Out of Hamtramck’s po-
pulation of 28,000, about 
38 percent of the city’s 

households are at the po-
verty income level.

It’s not immediately 
known how many Ham-
tramck residents rely on 
SNAP, or to what extent.

This isn’t the only action 
the Trump administration 
has taken that could affect 
a number of Hamtramck 
residents, especially tho-
se from Yemen.

Hamtramck has a sig-
nificant Yemeni popula-
tion; both the city’s mayor 
and mayor-elect are im-
migrants from Yemen.

His administration, 
through the U.S. Citizens-
hip and Immigration Ser-
vices office, is now pre-
venting immigrants from 
Yemen (and 18 other 
countries) from having 
their immigration applica-
tions processed.

The administration 
says it has suspended 
all immigration proces-
ses, including asylum and 
green card and citizenship 
applications, in order to 
“undergo a thorough re-re-
view process, including a 
potential interview and, if 
necessary, a re-interview, 
to fully assess all national 
security and public safety 
threats.”

The administration has 
also imposed a travel ban 
on persons from Yemen, 
along with the 18 other 
countries.

Hamtramck Mayor Amer 
Ghalib endorsed Trump, a 
Republican, for president 
in the 2024 election, and 
influenced a number of 
other Arab and Muslim re-
sidents in the metro area 

Trump administration threatens to cutoff food aid to Michigan
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We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County
Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 12-31-25.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 12-31-25.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 
56 Years 

of Service

Heating
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 12-31-25.

f
f

 
 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
Hamtramck Public Schools 

 
Project: Hamtramck Public Schools 

Description: Conant Building Remodeling Phase 2 
  

Architect: Ehresman Architects 
 801 W. Big Beaver Rd, Suite 250, Troy MI 48084 
  

Construction Manager: Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 
 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 
  

Estimator: Nick Vestevich 
 (248) 229-8232 
 nvestevich@frankrewold.com 
 Questions addressed ONLY to Nick Vestevich 
  

Bid Documents: Bid documents including bid forms may be obtained from Frank Rewold and Sons Portal at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/zirudg7lyszn9kykq9i94/AHXT5lQ5f2HV-
cNCIPk4KGw?rlkey=f0fgoocly2ihrfolyug8wt89s&st=r6g9a4wk&dl=0 

 Bid documents will be available on or after December 8, 2025 
  

Non-Mandatory Prebid Walk-Through: 10:00 a.m., Monday, December 15, 2025 – Meet at the Conant Building, 9300 Conant, Hamtramck, MI. 
Meet at the back parking lot entrance. 

  
         Bid Due Date: 2:00 p.m., Monday, December 22, 2025 

 Bids will only be accepted on forms provided. Proposal forms must be in a sealed envelope, mailed or 
delivered in person prior by 2:00 p.m. EST on the due date to: 

 Attn: Bruce Coltman, Hamtramck Public Schools 
 C/O Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 
 303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 

 
2:00 p.m. Public Bid Opening: 
Monday, December 22, 2025 

Frank Rewold and Sons Inc. 
303 E. Third St., Suite 300, Rochester, MI 48307 
4th Floor Mezzanine 
 

Labor and Material and Performance Bond: In accordance with Michigan Compiled Laws Section 129.201, successful contractor(s) may have to obtain 
Performance and Payment Bonds for any Bid Category exceeding $50,000. The Performance and Payment 
Bonds shall be in an amount equal to the contract amount. The Performance and Payment Bonds shall 
be for the protection of Hamtramck Public Schools and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. and shall be executed 
by a surety company authorized to do business in the state of Michigan and be listed in Federal Register 
or have an AM Best Rating of B+ or better. All bonds to be dual obligee bonds to Hamtramck Public Schools 
and Frank Rewold and Son Inc. 

  
Prevailing Wage Rates: Not applicable. 

  
Bid Bond: 5% bid security required. Bid bonds are required, however, certified or cashier checks are acceptable for 

bids under $50,000. 
  

Nonexempt: This project is not tax exempt for state sales tax and/or use tax. All materials and supplies incorporated 
and used in construction and becoming a permanent part of this project will not be exempt from state 
sales tax and/or tax 

  
Disclosure Statements: Each bid proposal must be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 

relationship that exists between owner or any employee of bidder and any member of board of education 
or superintendent of Hamtramck Public Schools. Each bid proposal must also include a signed Iran 
Economic Sanctions Affidavit. The board of education will not accept a bid proposal that does not include 
this sworn and notarized disclosure statement or the Iran Economic Sanctions.  

 

Metro Sales and Service 
will be holding an abandoned vehicle 

auction @ 11 A.M. on 
December 12, 2025, located at 

1785 Southfield Rd., Lincoln Park, 
MI 48146.

The following vehicles will be sold as-is:

2015 Ford Edge	 VIN: 2FMTK4J92FBC25759
2020 Harley Davidson	 VIN: 1HD1FBC17LB605515
2021 Ram Promaster	 VIN: 3C6LRVDG7ME527741
2015 Jeep Renegade	 VIN: ZACCJABT0FPB62009
2018 Ford Fusion	 VIN: 3FA6P0HD0JR180388
2012 Ford Focus	 VIN: 1FAHP3M22CL221894
2014 Freightliner	 VIN: 3ALACWDT8EDFK0293
2012 Kawasaki Ninja	 VIN: JKAEXMJ15CDAB5261
2007 Chrysler Aspen	 VIN: 1A8HW582X7F516452
2016 Freightliner	 VIN: 3AKJGBDV8GDGY4228
2016 Chrysler 200	 VIN: 1C3CCCDG5GN147932
2006 Suzuki 	 VIN: JS1GN79A962105521

All sales are final.
For more information, please call 313-388-9200

to abandon the Democra-
tic Party and get behind 
Trump.

Ghalib is still waiting to 
find out what job he is get-
ting in the Trump administ-
ration.

Ghalib has not com-
mented on Trump and 
these new policies. Du-
ring the 2024 presiden-
tial campaign, Trump 
characterized those who 
emigrate from Yemen as 
“terrorists.”

Ghalib said he talked 
to Trump after he made 
that remark, and said 
Trump had apologized. 
City Councilmembers Abu 
Musa, Muhtasin Sadman 
and Khalil Refai, along 
with Hamtramck School 
Board President Abduma-
lik Algahaim and Board 
Vice President Moortad-
ha Obaid, also endorsed 
Trump for president.

Ghalib told Fox News 
that Trump “is doing 
everything possible to 
show respect to this com-
munity.”

In apparent return for 
Ghalib’s support, Trump 
nominated Ghalib to be 

ambassador to Kuwait. 
However, he met with stiff 
opposition in his Senate 
hearing, from both De-
mocratic and Republican 
members, for past com-
ments and social media 
activity that was deemed 
antisemitic.

It now appears unlikely 
Ghalib will be confirmed 
as ambassador.

Ghalib has blamed the 
blowback from the Senate 
on “misinformation and 
deception” from, and by,  
the media.

Trump administration 
threatens to cutoff food 
aid to Michigan
Continued from page 5


