
By Charles Sercombe
The judge has spoken.
Thirty-seven absentee 

voters from November’s 
election here in Hamtra-
mck are out of luck get-
ting their ballots counted, 
through no fault of their 
own.

Wayne County Circuit 
Court Chief Judge Patricia 
Perez Fresard  ruled, last 
week, against counting 
their votes.

Mayoral hopeful Muhith 
Mahmood had sought to 
get the ballots counted. 

And he hasn’t given up 
yet. He is appealing the 
judge’s decision.

The 37 absentee bal-
lots were discovered in 
the city clerk’s office after 
the election was over. City 
Clerk Rana Faraj said she 
handed them to Wayne 
County election officials 
after the election, but the 
Wayne County Board of 
Canvassers deadlocked 
2-2 on a vote to have the 
ballots counted.

The tie vote automa-
tically meant that the bal-
lots could not be counted.

Mayor-elect Adam Alhar-
bi argued against coun-
ting the ballots because 
they were left unsecured 
and could have been tam-
pered with.

Mahmood’s attorney, 
Mark Brewer, the former 
longtime chairman of 
the Michigan Democra-
tic Party, argues that 
not counting the ballots 
disenfranchises tho-
se voters, and that it is 
“unconstitutional.”

He argued for three op-
tions: count the ballots; 
have the voters verify 
their ballots and who they 
voted for; or have those 
voters recast their votes.

At the hearing last 
week, Judge Fresard said 
that it’s not always pos-
sible to protect the rights 
of “every single voter.”

Mahmood, who op-
ted to not seek another 
term on city council, but 
instead seek the job as 
mayor, lost the election by 
a razor-thin 11 votes.

The ballots in question 
all came from Precinct 2, 
which is predominantly 
made up of Bengali vo-
ters. Mahmood is a Ben-
gali-American, and there 
is a good chance of over-
turning the mayoral elec-
tion result if the ballots 
are counted.
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Additional 
Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and
Generic 

Medications

Sign Up & Start Saving Today!
$10 GIFT CARD JUST FOR

SIGNING UP!
Act Now! Limited time offer. Card can be 

redeemed at any participating Sav-Mor Store.
Ask store for details.

One-time
$10 Enrollment Fee Covers

Your Entire Family!
DISCOUNT ONLY - NOT INSURANCE. This program is not an 
insurance policy and does not provide insurance coverage. 

Persons receiving prescription benefits from a publicly funded
health care program are ineligible. Discounts are available 

exclusively through participating Sav-Mor Pharmacies.

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

FRD Sav-Mor Pharmacy
is Proud to Serve

Members

Rite-Aid 
Customers
Welcome!

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Merry Christmas and
Happy Hanukkah everyone!

This is our Christmas
issue, and we hope this hol-
iday season brings joy to
everyone.

The town has been
bustling the past week as
holiday shoppers round up
their gifts and food special-
ties at our Polish markets.

This week also brings
about a historical occasion
with Gov. Snyder declaring
Hamtramck has emerged
from its financial crisis, and
the emergency manager is
now leaving her post.

That news is a great gift to
the city. We wish outgoing
Emergency Manager Cathy
Square much success in her
next endeavour, and of
course, thank her for a job
well done.

Inside this issue you will
see that we named her
“Newsmaker of the Year” – a
title she richly deserves.

We also wish our brand
new City Manager, Katrina
Powell, much success. She
is just now settling into the
job, trying to get to know
everyone.

We have much to be thank-
ful for this holiday, and a lot
to look forward to in the com-
ing year.

May be peace be with all
of you.

By Greg Kowalski
These are troubled

times.
The whole world seems

to be in endless turmoil,
the United States is under
the threat of foreign at-
tackers and the future is
uncertain.

Yet there is hope, al-
though tempered with un-
ease.

That was the prevailing
attitude of Hamtramck in
December 1943, in the
depths of World War II. It
was a joyous season, but
it was a muted joy. We
were winning the war, sort
of. But Germany and
Japan still had a lot of
fight left. Europe was thor-
oughly under the control
of the Nazis and those
dreaded telegrams were
still arriving at a regular
rate informing that a loved
one had been lost.

For some the Star of
Bethlehem was replaced
by the Gold Star hung in
the window, signifying that
someone would never be
coming home for Christ-
mas again.

“Some of the more real-
istic effects of the gigan-
tic war will be felt when

Hamtramck celebrates
its 1943 Christmas,”
The Citizen newspa-
per noted on its

front page on Dec. 23,
1943.

“Some, of course, have
already been noted. The
shortage of consumer
goods, usually plentiful,
the rationing of food and
other items, makes for a
less demonstrative Yule
spirit. And, too, the curtail-
ment of liquor supplies
doesn’t add to a noisier
celebration.

“However, balancing the
ledger is the knowledge
that Hamtramck, as well
as the rest of the nation,
has gone through another
year free of the sounds of
battle.”

The Citizen tellingly
noted that there would be
many empty chairs at the
Christmas dinner table
that year. Some 5,486
Hamtramckans were in
the service then, and
most would not be coming
home on furlough.

All these factors over-
shadowed the spirit of the
season.

Nevertheless, life went
on. City Hall closed at
noon on Christmas Eve,
churches braced to wel-
come crowds at Midnight
Mass and harried wives,
moms and grandmothers
scrambled to prepare
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day dinners in the

constraints of rationing. 
But there didn’t seem to

be any rationing on
pierogi, dried mushrooms
and fried fish, all which
were available at Dad’s
Delicatessen at Jos. Cam-
pau and Caniff.  And the
meat markets, including
Kowalski’s, were produc-
ing kielbasa at a steady
pace.

At Tau Beta on Hanley
Street, an amateur acting
troupe put on a free per-
formance of Charles Dick-
ens’ “A Christmas Carol.”
Over at Kosciuszko
School, Santa made a
special appearance. And
40 kids over at the re-
cently built Col. Ham-
tramck Homes put on a
holiday play and set up a
Nativity scene.

Still, the presence of
the war was felt every-
where. Detroit Edison
urged people to curtail
their holiday cooking as
much as possible to con-
serve fuel that was
needed for the war effort.
And if you were lucky
enough to have a tele-
phone, Michigan Bell Tele-
phone asked you to “Help
keep war-crowded circuits
clear on Dec. 24, 25 and
26. Please use long dis-
tance only if it is vital. War
needs the wires – even on

holidays.”
Images of soldiers dec-

orated store ads in the
paper, and Fromm’s store
listed its own Honor Roll
of overseas soldiers: Lt.
Edward J. Malinowski,
Sgt. Julius Kucab, Pvt.
Stanley T. Czarnik and A-S
George Kucab.

Of all places, White
House Cleaners may have
captured the spirit better
than anyone else.

“The Best to You!” It
stated in its small ad.

“The 1943 Christmas
Season cannot be quite
as gay as those in previ-
ous years -- for there will
be empty chairs at the
Yule Dinner Table.

“The True Christmas
Spirit will never be miss-
ing, though. For we Ameri-
cans know how to Live
and how to Fight.

“It is the sincere wish of
the White House Cleaners
and Dryers that Yanks --
those on the home front
and those on the battle
front -- put aside their
cares and enjoy a real
Merry Christmas.”

And it was a merry
Christmas, despite being
troubled times.

Remember that 
spirit this year.

The enduring spirit of 
Christmas, even in troubled times

A Joyful Holiday Season to All

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown 
Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com

Specializing in Polish and European Style
Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies, 

Pies & Pastries, Wedding &
Birthday Cakes

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright.

By John Ulaj
Publisher of The Review

The word “Essence” means
“something that exists, espe-
cially a spiritual or immaterial
entity.” 

These days, in business as
well as in plain everyday life, I
encounter many people who
demonstrate ingratitude, espe-
cially considering the wonder-
ful things a lot of them
possess. What is it that we
human beings are seeking;
what is it that we want, or de-
sire to achieve?

Is the answer, “Amassing
wealth”?  The ability to buy so-
called “big ticket” items, such
as boats, fancy cars, etc.?

When we think about how
many of us strive to attain an
inner peace, is it materialism
that we feel will eventually
bring that to us? We employ a
variety of means, such as en-
tertainment, the use of psy-
chologists or therapists,
and/or motivational books to
fill our emptiness, but still we
feel that we are tending to
miss the TRUE MEANING of
life.

If accumulating wealth or
possessions, or soothing our-
selves with entertainment or
therapy, made people truly
happy, then shouldn’t we feel
it more certainly? Instead,
these things seem like so
many mere panaceas. In-
stead, we continue to witness
drug overdoses, violence of all
types, and suicides at alarm-
ing, and seemingly ever-in-
creasing, rates.

I truly believe that God is the
only one who can fill that void
in one's life. We need to see
life as children do: with antici-
pation and excitement.

Let us not, then, forget the
true Essence of Christmas,
which is the ultimate centering
presence of Christ Himself.
And neither let us forget the
wonder of God's greatest act
of sacrifice and grace. “And
there is no other name under
Heaven given among men by
which we must be saved."
(Acts 4:12).

The uniqueness of every
Christmas snowflake hints at
the uniqueness of God, as well

The Essence 
of Christmas

By Greg Kowalski
Author and historian

Leonard Kniffel will hold a
reception and signing for
his new book “Busia:
School Days on the Farm
with My Polish Grand-
mother” 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum.

It is the follow up to his

earlier book “Busia: Sea-
sons on the Farm with My
Polish Grandmother,” and
relates the story of his
childhood growing up on a
farm under the watchful
care of Busia – his grand-
mother. 

His stories are touching
and inspirational, and his
books would make excel-
lent holiday gifts. 

Copies of both “Busia”
books will be available for
purchase, and Kniffel will
sign books. Light refresh-
ments will be served free.

The Hamtramck Histori-
cal Museum is at 9525

Jos. Campau. Visit the mu-
seum website, www.ham-
tramckhistory.org. Email
hamtramckhistory@gmail.
com. Or call (313) 893-
5027.  
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Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

December 23 – Mass for People on our Prayer List 7 pm
December 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord Mass 9 am 

Christmas Sing-a-long 11:30 pm
Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12:00 Midnight

December 25 – Solemnity of Nativity of our Lord 9 am
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim) 10 am
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist –

Blessing of Wine 10 am
January 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord 10 am   

January 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name of Jesus 7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE
WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

Hamtramck Academy 
11420 Conant St., Hamtramck, MI  48212-3134 

313-368-7312 PHONE  313-477-2869 FAX

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 academic school year ends 

on 2/28/2020 at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades K - 8 
and can be obtained at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or 

by calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications 
received during open enrollment exceed available seats, a 

random-selection drawing will be necessary. The drawing, if 
needed, will be held on 3/12/2020 at 1:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose 
Area. Applications received after open enrollment will be accepted 

on a first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. 
Waiting lists will be formed accordingly. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

Hamtramck Academy admits students of any race, color, and 
nationality or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 

and activities generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of intellectual or 
athletic abilities, measures of achievement or aptitude, disability, 

status as a handicapped person, homeless status, English 
proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies and 
athletic or other school-administered programs.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Sunday, 
Dec. 15 & 22
10am-4pm

Monday, Dec. 23
6am-6pm

Christmas Eve
6am-4pm

‘Busia’ author is back for a book 
signing at Hamtramck’s museum

By Charles Sercombe
The holiday spirit could

be felt on Monday at Dick-
inson East Elementary
School.

That was the day the
folks at Mittens for De-
troit once again donated
hundreds of brand-new
mittens and gloves for the
students to pick out and
keep.

The mittens and gloves
came in a wide assort-
ment of sizes, styles and
colors. 

If a student wanted
them in shocking blue or
pink, no problem.

The students were ush-
ered in class-by-class,
and they hunched over

several tables with the
goods neatly arranged.
For some, choosing took
only minutes, while others
pondered a while over the
varieties of styles.

The need for cold-
weather clothing is great
in Hamtramck. Many of
the kids come from immi-
grant families who do not
have a lot of money to
spend on clothing.

At the very least, many
of them will now have
warm hands and fingers.

Mitten give-away returns to 
Dickinson East Elementary School

40211 Mound Rd. Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com
9601 Jos Campau St. Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours

By Charles Sercombe
The year 2025 see-

med like an ongoing rol-
ler-coaster of news.

Now, for Hamtramck, 
that’s pretty typical. As 
we say each year, this lit-
tle town – all 2.2 square 
miles of it – packs in a lot 
to talk about.

As usual, Hamtramck 
also caught the attention 
of both local and national 
news outlets.

This week, we start our 
annual look back, with 
the first six months of 
the year. So grab a mug 
of something warm, find 
a comfortable chair, and 
enjoy the ride.

JANUARY
Our call on this one 

didn’t age well.
Our “Newsmaker of the 

Year” was Hamtramck’s 
first Yemeni-American po-

lice chief, Jamiel Altaheri, 
who we described as a 
“game-changer.”

That hiring by the city 
didn’t age well, either.

It was just a matter 
of a few months later 
that Altaheri went from 
being hailed as a breath 
of fresh air to exiting in 
disgrace.

Eventually, the city 
council couldn’t take any-
more with Altaheri, after 
numerous allegations of 
wrongdoing were disco-
vered – some of which 
warranted the city having 
to ask the FBI to investi-
gate.

The council ultimately 
signed off on a separa-
tion with the chief, who 
is reportedly back in New 
York City – or maybe not 
– for a possible job with 
the city’s newly-elected 
mayor, Zohran Mamdani​.

We’ll have more details 
about his undoing later in 

this review.
n

For the past few years, 
residents and visitors 
have had to put up with 
some portion or other of 
Caniff being closed, in or-
der to rebuild the road.

The last leg of the Ca-
niff repaving, from Jos. 
Campau to Conant, was 
cut short with the sudden 
return of cold weather, 
which prevented cement 
from being poured.

But, good news for tra-
velers, the street was 
reopened during the win-
ter. Once warm weather 
returned, the very last 
part of the project, from 
Gallagher to Conant, was 
resumed. 

Now that it is all comp-
leted, after decades of 
patching, Caniff is repa-
ved from the I-75 service 
drive all the way across 

town to Buffalo – a pro-
ject that took about four 
years to complete, at a 
cost of about $6 million.

n
During the city’s 2023 

city council campaign, 
there was plenty of talk 
about possible election 

cheating.
There was confirmation 

of this by some residents, 
who said they were inter-

viewed by agents with the 
state Attorney General’s 
Office who were investi-
gating election law viola-
tions. 

Little did anyone 

know, the AG’s Office 
had requested warrants 
on various election vio-
lations against three 
people, including two 
councilmembers, back 
in October of 2024 – a 
month before the Novem-
ber presidential election.

But those arrest war-
rants were apparently ne-
ver acted on.

Why?
That is still a mystery, 

but ultimately the AG’s 
office handed over the 
cases to the Monroe 
County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice to further pursue the 
matter.

If it sounds mysterious 
and confounding, well, it 
is.

So far, Councilmem-
ber Mohammed Hassan 
faces felony election fraud 
charges; charges against 
Councilmember Muhtasin 
Sadman were dropped, 
after two witnesses failed 
to show up for their court 

dates to testify.
There has been no 

further action against Sad-
man, but charges could 

resurface again. All we 
can say is: it’s complica-
ted, and there have been 
serious concerns raised 
about the leadership of 
Attorney General Dana 

Nessel (who is being ter-
med out).

n
On the Hamtramck Sc-

hool Board, two new faces 
took seats at the table: 
Mohamed Algehaim and 
Linda Wolyniec.

At the board’s first 

meeting of the year, the 
following officers were 
appointed:

Boardmember Abdulma-
lik Algahaim will now be 
running the board mee-
tings as president.

Boardmember Moor-
tadha Obaid is the vice 
president. Regan Watson 
returned from a long ab-
sence, and once again 
took the role of treasurer.

Daz’Shavon Hall resu-
med her role as secre-
tary, and boardmember 
Victor Farris resumed his 
role as board trustee.

Noticeably not returning 
to the board were former 
president Jihan Aiyash 
and boardmember Salah 
Hadwan.

n
The new year meant 

that Hamtramck lost one 

of its own to represent 
the city in Lansing.

State Rep. Abraham 
Aiyash, brother of former 
HPS School Board Presi-
dent Jihan Aiyash, deci-
ded not to seek re-elec-
tion, for reasons he has 
never explained. Word is, 
though, he still has poli-
tical ambitions.

Hamtramck had not had 
a representative elected 
from the city since the 
1990s until Aiyash.

During his four years in 
Lansing, he rose up to be 
appointed as the majority 
floor leader, which is pret-
ty impressive.

In his two terms, 
Aiyash, a Democrat, was 
able to direct millions of 
dollars to Hamtramck for 
various projects. He also 
distinguished himself as 
a champion of LGBTQ 
rights, much to the dis-
pleasure of many of his 
socially conservative fel-
low Yemeni-Americans in 

this community.
n

With the return to of-
fice of President Trump, 
there was also renewed 
concern over his threats 
to deport immigrants.

During his first term, 
there was local anger 
over Trump’s travel ban 
on countries with majo-
rity Muslim populations 
– including Yemen, where 
the mayor and some city 
councilmembers emigra-
ted from.

But in Trump 2.0, 
among the mayor and 
all members of Hamtra-
mck’s city council, who 
are all male, all Muslim, 
and all immigrants, there 
was not a spoken word 
about Trump’s deporta-
tion plan.

Year in review: Take a look 
back at the first half of 2025

State Rep. Abraham Aiyash (D-Hamtramck) an-
nounced he would not seek another term in office. 

Former Hamtramck Police Chief Jamiel Altaheri 
made a splash when he first came to town, but later 
in the year he faced allegations of wrongdoing and 
eventually he was allowed to resign from his job.

Mayor Amer Ghalib’s support of President Trump 
paid off. Trump nominated him to be the ambassa-
dor to Kuwait. 

City Councilmember Mohammed Hassan was 
charged with election fraud. His case is still pending.
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This week at the Library . . . 
Happy New Year:  The Library 
Board, Library Director (E. Tamara 
Sochacka), and the entire staff want to 
wish all our patrons and residents of 
Hamtramck all the best for year of 
2026.. 

Inauguration of the City Govern-
ment:  On January 4th, 2026 at 6 pm 
the newly elected officials for the city 
of Hamtramck will be taking oath of 
office in the library.  Door will be 
open at 5 pm with serving of food and 
refreshments.  The official program 
will start at 6 pm, followed by a recep-
tion and photo opportunity.  All 
Hamtramck residents are invited.  
Seating space available on first come 
first serve basis. 

Grand Union Flag:  On January 1, 
1776 during the American Revolution, 
George Washington unveiled the 
Grand Union Flag, the first national 
flag in America. 

Ellis Island:  In January 1, 1892 this 
iland in New York Harbor opened.  
Over 20 million new arrivals to Amer-
ica were processed until its closing in 
1954. 

Story Time:  These programs con-
ducted by the library staff are sched-
uled for Wednesdays afternoon at 4:00 
pm.  All children are invited. 

Alaska:  On January 3, 1959 it was 
admitted as the 49th U.S. state with a 
land mass almost one-fifth of size of 
the lower 48 states together. 

START II:  On January 3, 1993, 
President George Bush and Russian 

President Boris Yeltsin signed the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Talks Trea-
ty, eliminating about two-thirds of 
each country’s long range nuclear 
weapons. 

Exercise at the Library:  The RIM 
Foundation was begun exercise clas-
ses again this fall.  On Tuesdays, its 
back to Yoga at 2:30 pm. and on Fri-
days, it is Tai Chi at 10:00 am.  To 
register for the program, stop by the 
library circulation desk. 

State of the Union:  On January 4, 
1790, President George Washington 
delivered the first State of the Union 
Address to the joint session of Senate 
and Congress. 

Preservation of Jazz:  Continuing 
into the autumn and winter season, the 
Jazz Masterclass program will take 
place on Thursday evenings from 5 to 
7 pm.  Participants will cultivate a 
deeper understanding of this elegant 
artform through guided discussions, 
curated listening experiences, docu-
mentary screenings, and more.  Head-
ing this class will be Sky Covington, 
founder of The Preservation of Jazz.   
For more information about the pro-
gram, please call Sky Covington (248) 
383-3385.. 

Space Shuttle:  On January 5, 1972, 
President Richard Nixon signed a bill 
approving $5.5 billion over six years 
to build the NASA space shuttle. 

ESL Classes:  These classes are held 
Monday to Thursday at 9 am and 12 
noon.  To participate, you must regis-
ter with the Horizon School. 

Library is located at 2360 Caniff Avenue, Phone (313) 733-6822 
Or visit its website at http://hamtramck. Lib.mi.us for on line catalog 

Attachments for printing, faxing or scanning send to 
hamtramcklibrary@gmail.com 

January 2, 2026 

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Celebrating 102 Years of 
Traditional, Catholic, and 

Democratic Church

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-0218   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

 We are an Active 
Parish Serving the 

Community 

Sunday, January 4, 
Holy Mass 9:00 am
Solemnity of the 

Holy Family

Jan 1 – Solemnity of Circumci-
sion of our Lord Holy Mass 10 am

Jan 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name 
of Jesus Holy Mass 7 pm 

Continued on page 3

PLACE YOUR
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chrušciki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), 
Assorted Babkas and Honey Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas 

Cookies, Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg Bread 
with Raisins), Mazurka (Rasperry & Pineapple)

NORMAL HOURS: Closed Monday, Dec. 1 OPEN starting Tuesday, Dec. 2 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 3 8am-5pm, 
Thursday, Dec. 4 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 5 8am-5pm, Saturday, Dec. 6 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 7 Closed, Monday, Dec. 8 

Closed, Open Tuesday, Dec. 9 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 10 8am-5pm, Thursday, Dec. 11 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 12 8am-5pm, 
Saturday, Dec. 13 8am-4pm. HOLIDAY HOURS: Open Starting Sunday, Dec. 14 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 15 8am-5pm, 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 17 8am-5pm,  Thursday, Dec. 18 8am-5pm, Friday, Dec. 19 8am-5pm, 

Saturday Dec. 20 8am-4pm, Sunday, Dec. 21 10am-4pm, Monday, Dec. 22 8am-5pm, Tuesday, Dec. 23 8am-5pm, Christmas Eve 
8am-1pm, Closed Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 26 Closed, Saturday, Dec. 27 Closed, Sunday, Dec. 28 Closed, Monday, Dec. 29 

Closed, Open Tuesday, Dec. 30 8am-5pm, Wednesday, Dec. 31 8am-1pm, Jan. 1 Closed, Jan. 2, 3 Reopen Normal Hours

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, 

Cookies, Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

Merry 
Christmas & 
Happy New 

Year

In fact, many of Hamtra-
mck’s Muslim immigrants 
embraced Trump, and 
supported him for presi-
dent.

To this day, the Trump 
administration, through 
the police agency ICE, 
has come under heavy 
criticism for the indiscri-
minate methods and, at 
times, outright brutality 
used in rounding up sus-
pected illegal immigrants 
– some of whom were 
since proven to be U.S. 
citizens.

Still, there has nary 
even been a peep of 
concern from the city’s 
elected leaders – a far 
cry from when President 
Biden was in office.

FEBRUARY
Two years ago, over 

1,000 people took to 
Hamtramck’s streets to 
protest then-President Bi-
den’s ongoing support of 
Israel’s revenge military 
attack in Gaza.

At the time, they deman-
ded a ceasefire, and for 

Biden to stop supplying 
military arms to Israel. 
During the rally in Hamtra-
mck, there were frequent 
chants deriding Biden, for 
example “Genocide Joe 
has got to go.”

Flash forward to today, 
and there is a ceasefire 
– although a fragile one 
-- and President Trump 
is in charge. He conti-
nues to support Israel in 
its war in Gaza, however, 
and recently lifted the 
Biden administration’s 
ban on supplying Israel 
with 2,000-pound bombs, 
which cause widespread 
damage that can include 
unintended targets.

The Trump administ-
ration is also calling for 
the remaining Palestinian 
refugees to be reloca-
ted to neighboring Arab 
countries, such as Egypt 
and Jordan.

The Review reached out 
to Ghalib and Council-
members Abu Musa and 
Khalil Refai -- who were 
all quite vocal in their 
criticism of Biden, and 
who supported Trump for 
president -- for comment 
at that time, but none of 
them responded.

Ghalib, who galvanized 
widespread support for 
Trump among the Muslim 
population in metro Det-
roit, may be in line for a 
position in the Trump ad-
ministration.

n
Hamtramck was rep-

resented at President 
Trump’s inauguration on 

Jan. 20.
Mayor Amer Ghalib and 

City Councilmembers 
Khalil Refai, Abu Musa 
and Muhtasin Sadman 
were part of the festivi-
ties.

So who paid for their 

trip, lodging, food,  and 
ground travel?

Hamtramck taxpayers, 
of course.

However, it wasn’t much 
of an expense, costing a 
total of just over $7,000, 
according to public 
records The Review recei-
ved through a Freedom of 
Information Act request.

And, for those wonde-
ring, they all flew eco-

nomy/coach – not first 
class.

Each was given a total 
of a $300 per diem for 
spending money.

n
The effort to recall Ham-

tramck School Board-
member Regan Watson 
came to a sudden halt.

The Wayne County 
Clerk’s Office rejected the 
circulation petitions that 
were submitted to get the 
go-ahead for a recall elec-
tion.

In a letter to Hemyar 
Al-Jamali, who was behind 
the recount, the clerk’s of-

fice deemed the petitions 
“insufficient” because of 
the “recall language not 
being identical to what 
was approved by the Way-
ne County Election Com-
mission.”

The county also said 
that “there are several 
recall petition signatu-
res that are called into 
question for their genui-
neness, and the validity 
of the signature of the 
signer.”

This initial rejection 
doesn’t mean the recall 
effort won’t eventually 
go forward. Al-Jamali was 
reminded that he has 
180 days from the day 
the recall language was 
approved to submit new 
circulation petitions.

Watson was being tar-
geted for the following 
reasons: 

• Failing to attend 
board meetings since 
May of 2023

• Failing to respond to 
emails, certified mail and 
phone calls from board-
members

• Being censured in 
February 2024 for failing 
to attend meetings and 
for deliberate dereliction 

of duties
The Review reached out 

to Al-Jamali and Watson 
for comment, but neither 
responded. There was no 
further attempt to have 
a recall election brought 
against Watson.

n
The verdict is in about 

the city’s controversial 
parking meters.

They have to go -- or be 
swapped out for different 
meters -- or else the city 
must extend the current 
policy for free parking.

That was the hodgepod-

Year in review: Take a look back at 
the first half of 2025 Continued from front page

School Boardmember Regan Watson was the sub-
ject of a recall effort. However, the proposed ballot 
question was thrown out by the city clerk for not 
using the exact ballot language that was OK’d by 
Wayne County election officials.

Two years ago over a thousand people took to the 
city’s streets to protest the Biden administration’s 
policy of supporting Israel in its war on Gaza. Flash 
forward to today, and no one is protesting President 
Trump for his continued support of Israel.
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Review: Opinion Page
In Our Opinion

If you are a regular
reader of this paper, you
will know that Ham-
tramck has rediscovered
an old jewel.

For years, Ham-
tramck’s baseball sta-
dium had fallen into
disrepair. There was
even some occasional
talk about having it torn
down.

But several years ago,
city officials and volun-
teers discovered its his-
torical significance: It
was once home to the
Detroit Stars, a team in
the Negro Baseball
League, back in a time
when African-Americans
could not play in the all-
white Major Leagues.

Fortunately, that racial
barrier was eventually
erased.

The stadium is only
one of five that remain
standing as a testament
to that time. Despite the

racial restrictions, the
Negro League produced
legendary players, like
Detroit’s own Norman
“Turkey” Stearnes.

The stadium’s field
was recently named in
honor of Stearnes.

The stadium is now
being renovated, thanks
to various funding mech-
anisms.

At the urging of City
Councilmember Ian Per-
rotta, who was at the
forefront with others in
researching the sta-
dium’s historical impor-
tance, the council has
tasked the city adminis-
tration with making sure
the stadium and its
grounds are not de-
stroyed.

In the past, the sta-
dium attracted vandal-
ism – including people
driving their cars on the
field, or setting fires in
the grandstands.

The resolution that Per-
rotta introduced requires
the city to assign daily
patrols to the stadium
site. Those patrols, it is
hoped, will deter any fu-
ture destruction, and
safeguard the hundreds
of thousands of dollars
being invested in the fa-
cility.

Hopefully, the stadium
will one day play host to
sporting and entertain-
ment events – and draw
visitors from all over.

The stadium is a
sound investment, and
one that generation of
Hamtramckans will
enjoy.

We also send out a
huge thanks to the good
folks with the Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium and the Ham-
tramck Stadium Grounds
Crew for their tireless
work in preserving this
treasure.

Protecting our stadium
is a sound investment

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR
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In God We Trust
Declaration of Nationality

Notice of Special Appearance : I am that I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, in full life, in propria persona,
sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ COOK, RYAN© ’’,
corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘  RYAN COOK© ’’. Notice of Special Appearance :  I am that I am: ‘‘ Shavonne
Lanise Turner© ”, in full life, in propria persona, sui juris, in solo proprio, Haqdar by natural
issue, the beneficiary and heir of: ‘‘ TURNER, SHAVONNE LANISE© ”, corp.sole Dba.: ‘‘
SHAVONNE LANISE TURNER© ”. Collectively having reached the age of majority, being aborigi-
nal to the northwestern and southwestern shores of Africa, the Atlantic Islands, the continental
Americas, being duly certified, hereby affirms to declare our tribal intention to be as our pedi-
gree subscribes, as: Moorish American(s), but not citizen(s) of the United States. We declare
permanent, and unalienable, allegiance to The Moorish Empire, Societas Republicae Ea Al
Maurikanuus Estados, The Constitution for the united States of America, Article III Section 2,
The Lieber Code, Hague Conventions of 1899 & 1907, The Geneva Conventions, [ United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples ], and all natural laws governing moors,
and hereby declare and proclaim our nationality in good faith as: Moorish American(s). Any and
all facts contained in this publication, are fully applicable to any and all private tribal issue off-
spring of: Affiants, Nunc pro tunc, not limited to but including : 1. ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook©
’’. I am: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in harmony with my Nationality /Status / Juris-
diction, shall be known as: “ bhagwan ra el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, from this
day forward, in harmony with my Nationality / Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “
shavonne asherah el© ”. I am: ‘‘ Zallah Swan Indigo Cook© ’’, from this day forward, in har-
mony with my Nationality /Status / Jurisdiction, shall be known as: “ zallah swan indigo el© ”.
Notice of White Flag Surrender: as “hors de combat”, pursuant to The Geneva Conventions, Ar-
ticle III, as a minister of The Moorish Empire, and Internationally Protected Person. Notice of
LAWS AND CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND ( HAGUE, IV), ARTICLE: 45, 46, & 47. Notice of Claim
pursuant to Public Law 87-846, TITLE II, SEC. 203. Notice of Bailment Merging of Legal Title
with Equitable Title : This order is to preserve legal and equitable title , and to reserve all
rights, title, and interest, in the property, Re: 1. Michigan Department of Health & Human Serv-
ices, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0075015, ‘‘ RYAN COOK© ’’, to the depositor:
“ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’; 2.  Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services, STATE OF MICHIGAN: STATE FILE NUMBER : 0119784. “ SHAVONNE LANISE
TURNER© ”, to the depositor:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise
Turner© ’’. All property of the same issue and amount, in like kind and specie, is to be returned
fully intact , as a Special Deposit order of the Depositor / Beneficiary / Bailor / Donor / Princi-
pal / Creditor: “ bhagwan ra el© ”, nom deguerre: ‘‘ Ryan Cook© ’’, for: “ Melanite Star Nation
Trust ”, and or:  “ shavonne asherah el© ”, nom deguerre:  ‘‘ Shavonne Lanise Turner© ’’, for: “
Royal Tribe of Melanite Trust ”, as a special deposit order in lawful money. This special deposit
is to be used exclusively for the benefit of : each respective Trust, an Inter Vivos Unincorpo-
rated Divine Grantor Trust. This deposit is not to be commingled with general assets of any
bank , nor depositary / trustee / agent / bailee / donee / debtor. This deposit is not limited
to, but including: discharge and set off, of any and all outstanding liabilities as accord and sat-
isfaction. Inter alia enact fuit. All Rights Reserved.

ness owners, but Majew-
ski noted that filling out
the required paperwork
can be a challenge.

In order to help out,
Wayne State University
has been hosting webi-
nars to help folks navi-
gate the application. The
next 90-minute seminar is
Sept. 22.

For more information,
go to:
www.eventbrite.com.

Still haven’t filled out
the Census form? Need
some help?

You can stop by city hall
today (Friday, Sept. 18)
anytime from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. for assistance.

The mayor stressed the
importance of house-
holds filling out the forms.

“It affects our funding
and congressional repre-
sentation,” she said.

It’s been reported that
only 56 percent of Ham-
tramck’s households have
submitted their forms –
which is below the state
average.

You know what else
counts?

Your vote, said Majew-
ski, referring to the up-
coming presidential
election on Nov. 3.

Majewski, a Democrat,
said it should be no sur-
prise where her political
support goes.

“Most people know
where I stand on this,”
she said.

There is also still time
to apply for an absentee

ballot, and voters no
longer need to state a
reason for asking for one.

Winding up, Majewski
once again urged resi-
dents to “wear your
mask” when going out in
public.

She also stressed that
businesses need to “do
the right thing,” and obey
mask wearing and keep
enforcing social distanc-
ing.

The country is now six
months into this new pan-
demic lifestyle, and for
many folks, it’s become a
burden in many ways – es-
pecially emotionally.

“Keep our spirits up,”
she said. “Our presence
matters, our voice mat-
ters.”

Mayor stresses the need 
for emotional support 
in these trying times
Continued from page 3

Coming up… At press
time we received this press
release from The Friends of
Historic Hamtramck Sta-
dium.

Here is what they had to
say about the latest devel-
opment at Hamtramck’s
historic baseball stadium:

The Friends of Historic
Hamtramck Stadium is
pleased to announce that
the outfield at Turkey
Stearnes Field at Ham-
tramck Stadium will soon be
open for community play.

The Hamtramck Recre-
ation Department will mark
out a soccer pitch at Ham-
tramck Stadium next week. 

However, the baseball
field is not quite ready for
play yet, as the infield sod
and grass still need two
more weeks to properly
take root.

Therefore, the baseball
diamond will be roped off
until Sept. 29, and we ask
that everyone stay off the
infield grass until then.
There will be an on the field
celebration on Tuesday
Sept. 29 at 4:30 p.m. for
City of Hamtramck officials,
Hamtramck Public Schools
Board of Education mem-
bers, Hamtramck resi-
dents, the Hamtramck
Stadium Grounds Crew,
and the local media. 

The partnership of the
City of Hamtramck, the
Hamtramck Board of Edu-
cation, Wayne County, the
Friends of Historic Ham-
tramck Stadium, DCFC, and
volunteers like the Grounds
Crew is a model that im-
proves the quality of life in
our city. 

FHHS is proud to be a
part of this important work.
We value our partners and

are very excited for Ham-
tramck as we strive to
make this historic site a
must-see destination in
Southeast Michigan.

Moving on… There have
been some personnel
changes lately within the
police department.

It seems like only re-
cently that Sgt. Richard
Seely joined the force, but
now -- after 21 years -- he is
retiring. We wish him well in
the next chapter of his life.

Taking his place as Ser-
geant is Michael Fedenis,
who was sworn in to that
position this week.

Also new to the depart-
ment is Michael Gregg.
Congratulations and good
luck to you.

Heating help… Time is
running out to apply for
Michigan’s Home Heating
Credit, which is offered to
qualified homeowners and

renters.
According to the state

Treasury Department:
“The Home Heating

Credit helps cover utility ex-
penses, leaving more
money available for other
critical needs. It is de-
signed to aid senior citi-
zens; low income, deaf,
disabled or blind persons;
and disabled veterans.”

Home Heating Credit ap-
plications must be received
by Sept. 30.

Typically, people sign up
by filing a Home Heating
Credit application when
completing their individual
income tax return. However,
applicants do not need to
file a state income tax re-
turn to receive this assis-
tance, and may submit the
application only.

The Home Heating Credit
application form can be ob-
tained at  www.michigan.
gov/taxes.  

Continued on page 6

Above: New to the Hamtramck Police Department is officer
Michael Gregg. Below left: Michael Fedenis was recently sworn
in to his new rank of Sergeant. Below right: Sgt. Richard Seely
retired after serving 21 years in the department.

Continued on page 4

ge of opinions about the 
city’s parking meters on 
Jos. Campau, which, from 
the moment they were 
installed and working, 
have had people complai-
ning about them.

In other words, welco-
me to Hamtramck.

But, Hamtramck is not 
alone in its beef with the-
se high-tech meters, ins-
talled by Municipal Par-
king Services. 

The City of Royal Oak 
had also contracted with 
that company, and then 
ended up yanking their 
meters out after nume-
rous complaints about 

how the meters chased 
business customers 
away because they were 
hard to use, or that the 
app didn’t work, or that 
they were not providing 
enough time for people to 
get out of their vehicles 
and actively feed the me-
ter.

There were also many 
complaints from people 
who received tickets des-
pite paying to park.

As it turned out, Ham-
tramck did not renew its 
contract with the parking 
meter company either, 
and all the meters and 
pay stations were even-
tually removed.

So, for now, parking re-
mains free in the city’s 
commercial district – 
including municipal lots.

n
One more term?
Mayor Amer Ghalib an-

nounced he will seek 
re-election for another 
term.

That ended weeks-
long speculation about 
whether he would. On 
top of that, he no longer 
had City Councilmember 
Mohammed Hassan as 
a potential challenger. 
Hassan bowed out of the 
race.

Here’s what Ghalib had 
to say on Facebook about 
his decision:

“Without hesitation or 
fear, I proudly announce 
my candidacy for Mayor of 
Hamtramck for a second 
term, and to continue to 
serve our community with 
honesty, dedication and 
sincerity, through this po-
sition, and through other 

prestigious future posi-
tions.”

But guess what?
As it turned out, Ghalib 

did not seek re-election, 
and instead opted to wait 
for a job with the Trump 
administration.

That job was initially to 
have been an ambassa-
dorship to Kuwait, but a 
bipartisan committee had 
serious issues with the 
mayor, involving anti-Isra-
eli social media posts (or 
“likes” on others’ posts) 
and more.

n
School districts across 

the country had until Fri-

day, Feb. 28 to get rid of 
their DEI (Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion) programs, or 
else face having federal 
funding cut off.

That demand came 
from President Trump 
through an executive or-
der. Trump’s administra-
tion has been rooting out 
DEI programs in the fe-
deral government, in the 
belief that DEI promotes 
less qualified people to 

job positions.
Critics have blasted tho-

se opposing DEI, saying 
they are racist, sexist or 
homophobic.

So, where did the Ham-
tramck Public School 
District, which receives 
millions of dollars in va-
rious forms of federal fun-
ding, stand on this issue?

HPS Interim Superinten-
dent James Larson-Shid-
ler said he is not “aware” 
of any official DEI prog-
ram in the district.

However, Toni Coral, the 
president of the Hamtra-
mck teachers’ union, said 
that defining what DEI 
programming involves is 

open to interpretation.
“I know that the high 

school has offered (not 
sure about this year) a 
women's studies class, 
and an African-American 
literature class. Is that 
DEI, though?” Coral as-
ked The Review.

She continued: “As I've 
watched this DEI hysteria 
unfold since the inaugu-
ration, it looks like the 
goal is to erase (the his-
tory, contributions, the 
representation) of anyone 
who isn't a straight white 
male. That sounds like 
re-segregation to me.”

MARCH
Paczki Day, Hamtra-

mck’s equivalent of Mardi 
Gras, came a little later 
this year, but that didn’t 
dampen the spirits of 
most revelers.

A drenching rain in the 
early morning sure did, 
though. However, the rain 
eventually passed, and 
paczki lovers finally hit 
the city streets, to once 
again ramble from one 
party to another.

As usual, PLAV Post 10 
hall hosted a paczki-ea-
ting contest at noon. It 
may just be the longest 
15 minutes ever known 
to mankind.

The next Paczki Day will 
be this coming Feb. 17. 
Make sure to bundle up.

n
Although Hamtramck 

Public Schools Superin-
tendent Jaleelah Ahmed 
hasn’t performed work for 
the district in over a year, 
the school board was still 

obligated to give her a job 
performance rating.

And, since there was no 
work that she had perfor-
med, that review was limi-
ted to the rating the board 
gave her over a year ago: 
“minimally effective.”

That rating is one step 
above the lowest possib-
le rating of “ineffective.”

Ahmed has been on 
paid suspension for most 
of 2024 and continuing 
through into 2025, but 
it appears she will keep 
getting paychecks for 
doing no district work, un-
til February 2027.

She receives a yearly 
salary of over $200,000. 

The district has refused to 
explain why she is being 
paid for not working.

Later, a spoof flyer 
made the rounds in town, 
offering a $250,000 
“reward” for locating Ah-
med. It was unknown who 
printed and distributed 
the flyer.

n
Mayor Amer Ghalib got 

the reward he worked for.
President Donald Trump 

nominated Ghalib to be 
ambassador to Kuwait, 
one of the most affluent 
countries in the Middle 
East.

In announcing Ghalib’s 
appointment on social 
media, Trump said:

“As mayor of the City 
of Hamtramck, Michigan, 
Amer worked hard to help 
us secure a Historic Vic-
tory in Michigan.”

Unfortunately for Gha-
lib, it looks like he has no 
chance to be confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate. He 
faced tough grilling by De-
mocratic and Republican 
senators over comments 
and social media activity 
they deemed to be antise-
mitic.

Although, in the end, 
Ghalib didn’t persuade 
enough Hamtramck vo-
ters to get behind Trump 
to fully swing the city Re-
publican, he did help gal-
vanize the Muslim and 
Arab vote in the metro re-
gion who had turned aga-
inst the Harris and Biden 
administration for their 
continued support of Isra-
el in that country’s war in 
Gaza.

Ghalib later said his 
alignment with Trump has 
more to do with “family va-
lues,” and has said that, 
while he disagrees with 
Trump’s support of Israel, 
he has more in common 
with the Republican Party 
and its anti-LGBTQ posi-
tions.

It also didn’t help that 
a couple of prominent 
Jewish groups have come 
out opposing his appoint-
ment, calling him antise-
metic for his past com-
ments on social media.

“Ghalib routinely traffics 
in antisemitism, actively 
supports the antisemitic 
BDS movement, attemp-
ted to justify the 10/7 
massacre, and refused 
to take disciplinary action 
against an appointee who 
attempted to justify the 
Holocaust,” said the An-
ti-Defamation League on 
a social media post.

BDS refers to a pro-Pa-
lestinian movement, for-
med in 2005, that calls 
for “Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions” of, from 
and against Israel in res-
ponse to their treatment 
of Palestinians.

Under the direction of 

the city’s all-male and 
all-Muslim city council, 
with the support of Mayor 
Ghalib, Hamtramck was 
the first Michigan city to 
withdraw any financial in-
vestment involving Israel.

n

Hamtramck City Clerk 
Rana Faraj sent a letter 
to Michigan Attorney Ge-
neral Dana Nessel about 
a lingering election mat-
ter that had a number of 
residents wondering.

Namely, what happened 
to the investigation into 
the alleged illegal hand-
ling of election ballots by 
a candidate and council-
member in the last city 
council election?

Faraj questioned why 
the investigation hasn’t 
moved forward. 

That matter did even-
tually move forward, with 
Councilmembers Moham-
med Hassan and Muhta-
sin Sadman each being 
charged with election 
fraud.

Charges against Sad-
man were eventually 
dropped when two wit-
nesses failed to appear 
in court to testify. They 
could be reinstated at a 
future date.

Hassan’s case is still 
moving forward.

APRIL
Hamtramck Public Sc-

hools were dealt a huge 
financial setback by the 
Trump administration.

It was announced by 
the Michigan Department 
of Education (MDE) that 
President Trump’s admi-
nistration pulled back 
$42 million promised to 
over two dozen Michigan 
school districts – Ham-
tramck included – for 

pre-approved improve-
ment projects.

The districts had pre-
viously been given a 
one-year extension to 
seek the reimbursement.

According to the MDE, 
Hamtramck Schools will 

have to absorb $7.2 mil-
lion in promised funding 
no longer coming its way.

It was not clear if the 
district has already comp-
leted, or even begun, the 
improvement projects.

Toni Coral, the presi-
dent of the Hamtramck 
teachers’ union, told The 
Review that the financial 
cut will negatively impact 
students, and questioned 
whether the Trump admi-
nistration can claim to be 
“pro-life.”

“You can’t call yourself 
pro-life and take away 
funding that is meant for 
improving air quality in 
schools. That type of be-
havior is the opposite of 
pro-life.”

That funding, initially 
arranged under President 
Biden’s administration, 
went to select districts to 
do infrastructure repairs 
in response to the covid 
pandemic.

n

Joan Bittner of the 
Hamtramck Downtown 
Development Authority 
posted on social media a 
novel way to make it safer 
for pedestrians to cross a 
street.

In Europe, some com-
munities are installing 
3-D images of floating 
crosswalk stripes to fool 
drivers into slowing down. 

Bittner posted an illust-
ration of the concept on 
a Hamtramck Facebook 
page, saying: “Idea!!!”

Year in review: Take a look back at the first half of 2025 
Continued from page 2

Hamtramck Public Schools Superintendent Jaleelah 
Ahmed continued to enjoy collecting her salary while 
being on paid suspension.

The city council decided to get rid of the parking 
meters on Jos. Campau after numerous complaints 
were made by residents and merchants.

Paczki Day was once again celebrated in the city’s 
bakeries and bars.

For a moment, some in the city considered incorpo-
rating a three-dimensional pedestrian crosswalk that 
a number of cities in Europe use.
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Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

Call 
(313) 874-2100

Large 3 BR lower unit, 
on Caniff, prime area, 
hardwood floors throug-
hout, freshly painted, 
ceramic bath, large 
kitchen, appliances incl., 
no pets, tenant pays all 
utilities, $1250/mo., 313-
516-9806. 1/9 

Detroit, Mound & Davison, 
large 2 BR, quiet street, 
no pets, prefer single per-
son, contract workers, 
computer workers, colle-
ge students, or possib-
le handyman to work for 
rent, $700 for monthly 
rental or Airbnb, call Mike, 
313-516-5178. 12/26

Detroit, 3 BR, remode-
led kitchen + bathroom, 
hardwood floors, 2 ½ 
car garage, quiet street. 
$35,000 or $800/mo. for 
short-term lease, handy-
man preferred, call Mike, 
313-516-5178. 12/26

The Piast Institute is 
hiring part time for its 
Finance Department.   
Opportunities availab-
le,  please send resume 
to: skrzyniarz@piastinsti-
tute.org 

Deadline for 
classifieds for next 
week is Thursday 

at Noon
Call 

(313) 874-2100 
to place your ad 

Advertisers should check their ad 
following first publication. The news-
paper shall not be liable for failure to 
publish an ad, for a typographic error 
or errors in publication except to the 
extent of the cost of the ad for the 
first day’s insertion. Adjustments for 
errors is limited to the cost of that 
portion of the ad wherein the error 
occurred. We reserve the right to 
classify, revise or reject any classified 
advertisement.

APARTMENTS AND
FLATS FOR RENT

HOUSE 
FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

HOUSE FOR 
RENT OR SALE

 
 

 

Hamtramck Public TV-19 
Broadcasting on Comcast Channel 19 in Hamtramck area 

and YouTube Live world wide (Hamtramck Library Channel) 

What’s on this coming week? 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR VIEWERS 

Final City Council meeting of the year 2025, 
Holiday music on Fridays in December at the library 

Interview with Mayor about past 4 years and the future 
Detroit Hamtramck Coalition Press Conference 

Veteran’s Day Ceremonies at Hamtramck VFW Post 6 
and more 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

BECOME A LOCAL REPORTER:  If you know how to 
take photos or make film clips on your phone, you 
can download them to Hamtramck TV along with a 

news story, to be aired the same day.  Send in event 
announcements, comments to city officials, facts you 

want to share with the community, etc. 
 

Hamtramck Public TV is broadcasting from 
Hamtramck Public Library 

On Comcast Channel 19 and streaming on 
YouTube Live (24/7) Google “Hamtramck Public 

TV”, and click on link “Hamtramck Public TV” 
Or go to YouTube; Hamtramck Public TV; 
Hamtramck Public Library; Videos, or Live 

 
To place community announcement 

call the Library at 313-733-6822 
Or email: HamtramckTV@gmail.com 
Announcements submitted by 10 am  
Will go on air the same day (evening)  

To upload video files go to (bit.ly/hamtramcktv) 
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11413 Joseph Campau,
no pets, 1 BR., living rm.,
kitchen, new washer +
dryer, stove + fridge, free
heat + water, one or two
people only, 313-402-
4488. 8/14 

Hamtramck, 1 br., all utili-
ties included, plus inter-
net. Also, share an
apartment, furnished, all
utilities included, internet
and cable, 313-434-
9759. 9/11

Room for rent, utilities in-
cluded, no pets, 313-290-
1095. 9/25

1 furnished room for rent,
all utilities included,
$300/mo. + $450 secu-
rity deposit, call 313-368-
2164. 9/25

3869 Fredro, single fam-
ily, 1 bedroom, call Palo or
Dianne, 248-818-6542,
248-818-8378.

13446 Dwyer, single fam-
ily, 3 bedrooms, call Palo
or Dianne, 248-818-
6542, 248-818-8378.

12829 St. Louis, 2 story, 5
BR, upper and lower each
have kitchen, bath, dining
and living rm, Palo and
Diane 248-659-2325.

Hamtramck, 3279 Hanley,
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Hamtramck, 3781 Hanley
$600/mo. + dep., new
floors, new windows, 313-
312-6576. 9/18

Detroit, 3904 Eldridge, 2
family, garage, lower level,
2 br., living, dining,
kitchen. Upstairs 1 br., liv-
ing rm., kitchen, 586-634-
2502.

-

Newly remodeled ready to
move in, new floors, new
lighting, walls and bath-
room, great for retail or of-
fice, for rent, 1,000 sq. ft.
11808 North Jos. Cam-
pau, Hamtramck, 586-
222-7304. 9/25

Tire Tech/Tire Repair, ex-
perienced preferred, up to
$15/hr. with experience,
40 hrs. plus O/T, health
insurance available, paid
holidays, if interested,
apply in person: (located
at corner Conant/Davi-
son) Sucher Tire Service
Inc., 3641 E. Davison St.,
Detroit, MI 48212. 9/11 

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

12
/3

1/
20

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBINGHEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING

PAINTING

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS 
Interior • Exterior

TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 
• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches

Ask for Frank
Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Celebrating
52 Years of

Service!

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

� Fast Same Day Service �
10% Discount

Off Labor on Any Plumbing, 
Heating, Air Conditioning or Sewer
Cleaning Job, Installation or Repair.

Not valid with any other offer.

— COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS —
Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units

www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving 

Hamtramck Since 1969
Licensed & Insured 

Residential & Commercial

Service • Installation • Repairs

Furnace
Start-Up
Must present coupon at the time of estimate. With coupon. Exp. 12-31-20

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Must present coupon at the time of 
estimate. With coupon. Expires 12-31-20.

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

$175

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1075
Upgrades extra

Furnace & 
Boilers, Heating

Air 
Conditioning

Freon Recharge
Sewer & Drain

Cleaning

$89
Senior Discount Available! Call for Details

HOUSE
FOR RENT

Advertisers should check their ad
following first publication. The
newspaper shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad, for a typo-
graphic error or errors in publica-
tion except to the extent of the cost
of the ad for the first day’s inser-
tion. Adjustments for errors is lim-
ited to the cost of that portion of
the ad wherein the error occurred.
We reserve the right to classify,
revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

Let Our 
Service 

Directory 
Do the Work 

For You! 
Call Dave 

(313) 
874-2100

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Sept. 8-14.
Tuesday, Sept. 8

• A resident reported
being assaulted by two
suspects at Dan and Jos.
Campau.

• A suspicious situation
was reported at Veterans
Park.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested by Highland Park
police for being wanted on
a Hamtramck warrant.
Wednesday Sept. 9

• A resident of Warren
reported that his vehicle
was stolen while it was
parked on Edwin St.

• A resident of Norwalk
St. reported a theft.

• An agent for a busi-
ness in the 9000 block of
Jos. Campau reported that
a customer purchased an
item using counterfeit
money.

• A resident was ar-
rested for assault with in-
tent to murder after a foot
chase in the area of De-
quindre and 7 Mile.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
occurred in the 2700 block
of Danforth St.

• A resident was ar-
rested for an assault that
happened in the 3300
block of Norwalk St.

• A resident reported a
suspicious situation on
Poland St.
Thursday, Sept. 10

• Detroit police reported
that they recovered a car
stolen out of Hamtramck.
Friday, Sept. 11

• No incident report was
available for this date.
Saturday, Sept. 12

• At about 12:30 a.m., a
resident of Hazel Park was
arrested in the 5000 block
of Trowbridge St. for ob-
structing officers.

• At about 5 a.m., a De-
troit resident was arrested
for carrying a concealed
gun without a permit.

• A Detroit resident was
arrested in the 12000
block of Conant Ave. for
being disorderly.

• A resident reported
that there was a suspi-
cious incident in the 2200
block of Evaline St.

• A resident was ar-
rested in the 2300 block
of Andrus St. for domestic
assault.

Continued on page 8

RETAIL/OFFICE
SPACE FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

Call (313) 874-2100 

ROOM
FOR RENT

HOUSE
FOR SALE

HELP
WANTED

We Repair & Install 
• Furnaces
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners
• Licensed & Insured

Financing Available
Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1964

11653 Jos. Campau

313-892-2122

HEATING & COOLING

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
(313) 365-8630

7
/6

/2
5

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Senior Discount 10%

Get Attention!
Place an Ad in 

The Review 
Business 
Directory
Call Dave 

(313) 874-2100

Did You Know?

The Hamtramck Review is Online
Never miss an issue!

www.TheHamtramckReview.com

While it was a new idea 
for some in the commu-
nity, former Review writer 
Walter Wasacz also floa-
ted the concept back in 
2019, in his “City Life” 
column.

n
Mayor Amer Ghalib got 

a special shoutout from 
President Trump at a 
recent iftar dinner at the 
White House.

Trump, who spoke for 
10 minutes, heaped prai-
se on Ghalib, who had 
endorsed Trump in the 
presidential election.

About Ghalib, Trump 

said: “He’s done a great 
job as mayor, and he’s 
doing a great job with his 
support of us. Mr. Gha-
lib, thank you very much, 
was such a tremendous 
endorsement right at the 
right time. Your timing 
was excellent, and you’ll 
be the next ambassador 
to Kuwait.”

Unfortunately for Gha-
lib, it appears unlikely 
that the U.S. Senate will 
confirm his appointment.

n
Residents braced for 

another summer of head 
-aches – at least for those 
who drive.

The last leg of the Ca-
niff repaving project – 
from Gallagher to Conant 
–  started on April 11.

Businesses and house-
holds were warned not to 
park on the street, or else 
face having their vehicles 
towed.

City officials said that 
the work would be comp-
leted by the end of July.

Until then, that portion 
of the street was entirely 
closed off as the work 
progressed.

n
When it came to cri-

ticizing the media, Mayor 
Amer Ghalib sounded just 
like his would-be boss, 
President Trump.

Trump nominated Gha-
lib to be the newest U.S. 
ambassador to Kuwait, 

but Ghalib had yet to be 
confirmed by the U.S. Se-
nate.	

Ghalib was the focus of 
several potentially troub-
lesome media reports, 
which included an accu-
sation by the Anti-Defa-
mation League that he is 
antisemitic.

Ghalib responded, 
saying that the media 
reports were “very, very 
biased articles. You can 
tell when you read them. 
… The only thing left out 
is cussing me out… but I 
want to send a message 
to the people – you know, 

the radical media.”
Trump often calls the 

media “fake news” and 
labels his media detrac-
tors as being among “the 
radical left.”

Ghalib was also called 
out for being anti-LGBTQ, 
for being against dis-
playing pride flags on pub-
lic property.

Ghalib responded with 
a vague warning to tho-
se who were critical of 
his conservative cultural 
views: “The future will 
hide a lot of surprises for 
you, and you are going to 
keep paying the prices.”

n
Hamtramck was on the 

airwaves – or, make that 
the internet.

Founders of the Hamtra-
mck-based non-profit Pas-
senger Recovery Center 
have launched a digital 
radio station, Passenger 
Radio WCHK, to enhance 
support services for peo-
ple in recovery from Subs-
tance Use Disorder.

Co-founder Tim Price 
said:  “The station ser-
ves both the recovery 
community and the (local) 
greater public. Listeners 
access programming on-
line 24 hours a day. The 
station’s roster of 16 DJs 
broadcast live from noon 
to 8 p.m. weekdays, sha-
ring a diverse mix of mu-
sical genres.”

Year in review: Take 
a look back at the 
first half of 2025 
Continued from page 3

AUCTION
Car Rescue will be holding an 
auction on January 5, 2026 

at 11am at 10230 Livernois Ave 
in Detroit, MI. 

The following cars will be available:

2019 Kia Soul	 vin: KNDJN2A24K7677662
2009 Toyota Rav4	 vin: JTMBK31V59D003691
2015 Mercedes S550 	vin: WDDUG8F6FA177570
2021 Dodge 	 vin: 2C3CDXGJ2MH535751

Passenger Recovery began digital radio program-
ming.
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Place an 
Ad in 

The Review 
Today

Call 
(313) 874-2100

MAY
The city’s stepped-up 

enforcement of candida-
te requirements snared 
three would-be candida-
tes.

This year, the city hi-
red a private investigator 
to perform background 
checks on candidates 
who filed to run for mayor 
or city council in the upco-
ming August primary elec-
tion.

According to the city 
charter, candidates are 
disqualified for things 
such as: not being a re-
sident; not being a regis-
tered voter; owing the city 
or any other government 
agency money; or being 
in violation of city require-
ments, such as having a 
business license to ope-
rate a business here.

The city disqualified two 
mayoral candidates and 
one city council candida-
te because they owed the 
city money.

About a week later, two 
more candidates were 
disqualified. One candi-
date who was disquali-
fied, Arif Arman Jisan, 
was rejected because he 
was not even a registered 
voter.

Councilmembers Abu 
Musa and Muhith Mah-
mood, who were suspec-
ted of not actually being 
residents, were allowed 
to keep their seats on the 
council, and remain as 
candidates in the August 
Primary Election.

But their political futu-
res were up in the air – 
and they could still face 
criminal charges.

The Michigan State po-
lice have agreed to take 
over an investigation on 
whether or not Musa and 
Mahmood are truly re-
sidents of the city, and 
whether they will face 
charges of fraud and/or 
perjury.

The investigation is still 
ongoing.

n
The report card came in 

for the Hamtramck Pub-
lic School District’s ele-
mentary schools and the 
middle school, and it was 
not something any parent 

would want their student 
to bring home.

All four of the district’s 
elementary schools and 
its only middle school 
were given barely passing 
to failing grades, with 
Holbrook Elementary Sc-
hool earning a full-on “F” 
–  F, as in, Fail.

That ranking was done 
by the Mackinac Center 
for Public Policy, a con-
servative think tank, in its 

2025 Michigan Context 
and Performance Report 
Card.

The Review reached 
out to Hamtramck Sc-
hool District Interim Su-
perintendent James Lar-
son-Shidler for comment 
on the district’s rankings, 
but he did not respond.

n
In an emotionally char-

ged city council mee-
ting, City Manager Max 
Garbarino didn’t stand a 
chance.

After an angry exchan-

ge between Garbarino 
and Mayor Amer Ghalib, 
Garbarino was placed on 
administrative leave with 
pay.

And Garbarino wasted 
no time in getting a lawyer 
the next day to prepare a 
lawsuit.

His attorney, Jonathan 
Marko, told Fox 2 News 
that Garbarino’s lawsuit 
will be “big.”

“When you let it be 

known about illegalities 
like Max did, he’s a whist-
leblower,” said Marko.

The reasons for his sus-
pension were based on 
anonymous accusations 
of wrongdoings that were 
posted on social media, 
and separate accusa-
tions by Police Chief Ja-

miel Altaheri.
Garbarino was suspen-

ded a week after he sus-
pended Police Chief Al-
taheri and a department 
investigator.

City hall has turned 
out to be a tangled web 
of personal clashes, 
not only between the 
city manager and police 
chief, but also the city 
council and mayor.

In other words, it’s a 
mess.

Garbarino was even-
tually fired, and has 
since taken a new job as 
city manager in Lexing-
ton, Michigan, about an 
hour’s drive northeast of 
Hamtramck.

JUNE
In a possible violation 

of the state’s Open Mee-
tings Act, Mayor Amer 
Ghalib demanded that 
City Manager Max Gar-
barino, who is on paid 
suspension, be kicked 
out of a city council mee-
ting.

Ghalib reasoned that 
“it is improper for Max to 
be here today because if 
the police chief wants to 
come now, there would 
be an issue. … You 
are on paid administra-
tive leave. You are not 
supposed to be here.”

The mayor asked for 
Deputy City Police Chief 
Andy Mileski to escort 
Garbarino out of the 
council chambers. Gar-
barino was sitting where 
the public is seated, not 
at his desk where, as 
city manager, he would 
normally be seated.

Before Garbarino exi-
ted, he asked to res-
pond, but the mayor 
said, “No.”

On his way out, Gar-
barino then let fly with a 
single word: “Lawsuits.”

Garbarino had been 
placed on paid administ-
rative leave by the city 
council two weeks be-
fore, pending an inves-
tigation into allegations 
leveled by Police Chief 
Jamiel Altaheri.

n
Former mayor Ka-

ren Majewski caused 
a bit of a local stir by 
flying an American flag 
upside-down from the 
second-floor balcony of 
her home.

The action has a long 
history. According to 
the U.S. Flag Code, it is 
generally perceived as 
being “disrespectful,” 
however it is also “a sign 
of danger or distress,” 
and, when righted again, 
demonstrates “safety.”

It’s a protest that has 
been made by citizens of 
all political persuasions 
for generations.

Majewski said she 
was flying the flag upsi-
de down to protest the 
Trump administration.

“I am outraged at the 
Trump administration’s 
rapid, deliberate, and 
systematic dismantling 
of our Constitutional gu-
arantees, of the flaun-
ting of the principle of 
separation of powers, 
of the sabotage of our 
economic well-being, of 
the hostility toward our 
educational infrastructu-
re, of the undermining of 
our place as a worldwide 
symbol of democracy, of 
the betrayal of our allies, 
and much more,” Ma-
jewski told The Review.

n
Political intrigue conti-

nued in city hall.
The Monroe County 

Prosecutor’s Office 
agreed to review alle-
gations that four city 
councilmembers, a for-
mer councilmember and 
a resident all violated 
state election law in 
2023.

And, word had trickled 
down that the prosecu-
tor, Jeffery Yorkey, a Re-
publican, was about to 
make an announcement 
on whether his office 
would file charges.

Yorkey had agreed to 

take on the matter af-
ter the Attorney Gene-
ral’s Office requested a 
special prosecutor take 
it over. Dana Nessel, the 
Attorney General, bowed 
out because of a possib-
le appearance of bias on 
her part.

n
President Trump ran 

as a “peace” candida-
te in 2024, and many 
Arab-Americans in Ham-
tramck believed that.

Trump campaigned to 
bring an end to the war 
between Ukraine and 
Russia, as well as to the 
conflict between Israel 
and the Palestinian peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip. 

On “Day One,” he pro-
mised.

Both of those wars 
are still raging on, and 
Trump seemed ready to 
expand the war in the 
Middle East by ordering 
the bombing of three 
nuclear facilities in Iran.

That’s on top of the 
Trump administration’s 
bombing of Houthi mili-
tants in Yemen.

But, back in 2024, 
under the influence of 
Hamtramck Mayor Amer 
Ghalib, many Arab Ame-
ricans switched from 
previously voting De-
mocratic to supporting 
Trump and other Repub-
licans, believing they 
would usher in an era of 
peace.

The Review reached 
out to Mayor Amer Gha-
lib for comment, who did 
not respond. After Trump 
became president, he 
then nominated Ghalib 
to be the next ambassa-
dor to Kuwait.

Year in review: Take a look back at the first half of 2025 
Continued from page 4

Former mayor Karen Majewski flew an American flag 
upside down at her home in protest of the Trump 
administration.

Former City Manager Max Garbarino had a falling out 
with the mayor and city council. He was first placed 
on paid leave and then he was eventually fired.
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We are here to help! 

www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
313-224-5990

If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting
a Wayne County Probate Court Case because a property is
in the name of a deceased family member, please contact

one of the following community partners for assistance: 

From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer 
Eric R. Sabree 

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890

United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726

Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800 

Contact the Wayne County
Probate Court by calling:

313-224-5706

Quick Hits
Cont. from front page

(313) 371-3766
(586) 649-6300

H Fast Same Day Service H

Heating & Cooling Rooftop Units
www.HeaneyPlumbing.com

Service • Installation • Repairs

Drain
Cleaning

Starting at

40 Gallon Hot
Water Tank

Starting at

$1495 
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 1-30-26.
Must present coupon at time of estimate. 

With coupon. Expires 1-30-26.

10% DISCOUNT
Off Labor on Any Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning or Sewer Cleaning 

Job, Installation or Repair.
Not valid with any other offer.

$225
— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Furnaces, 
Boilers, 

Heating, 
Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning

Proudly Serving Hamtramck Since 1969  •  Licensed & Insured

Excavating • Sinks • Faucets 
• Air Conditioners 

• Hydro-Jetters • Laundry Tubs 
• Sump Pumps

PLUMBING & HEATING

Upgrades & Permits Extra

Celebrating 
56 Years 

of Service

Heating
Service

Call
Cleaning & Repairs Extra

$99
Must present coupon at time of estimate. With coupon. 

Expires 1-30-26.

f
f

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for 

the coming New Year - 
health, happiness and prosperity.
Christmas Season 2025

3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212
313-891-1520

Our Lady Queen 
of Apostles, 

A Century of Faith 
and Community

• 184 pages of 
Parish history

• Photographs and 
memories

• $35 (plus $5 S&H)
Email or call the 

Parish at 
313-891-1520 for more 
info on how to purchase 

the book.

Wednesday, December 24................ Christmas Eve Vigil
	 Family Mass.......................................................................4pm (English)
	 Solemn Midnight Mass...........................................................12:00 am 
	 Celebrated in English and Polish
	 Preceded by the singing of Christmas Carols at 11:30 pm

Thursday, December 25............................Christmas Day
	 Mass in Polish and English........................................................ 9:30am

Friday, December 26
Poland 2nd Day of Christmas, St. Stephen's Day
	 Mass in English and Polish......................................................10:00am

Wednesday, December 31.......................New Year's Eve
	 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ..................................... 3:30pm
	 Holy Mass in English and Polish .............................................. 4:30pm

Thursday, January 1............................... New Year's Day
	 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.........9:30am (English and Polish) 

WESOLYCH SWIAT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church

OUR 103rd ANNIVERSARY
2311 Pulaski Street,

Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-0218

No sing-a-along before midnight mass
www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor
Wednesday, Dec. 24th	 Christmas Eve – Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord
	 9:00 am Holy Mass
Thursday, Dec. 25th	 Christmas Day - Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord
	 11:45 Group Carol Singing	 	
	 12 Midnight Shepherds’ Mass (Pasterka)
	 9:00 am Holy Mass
Friday, Dec. 26th	 	Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr (Msza Św. w j. polskim)
	 7:00 pm Holy Mass
Saturday, Dec. 27th 		 Solemnity of Saint John, Apostle & Evangelist	 	
	 10:00 am Holy Mass (Blessing of Wine)
Sunday, Dec. 28th 		 Solemnity of Humble Shepherds
	 	9:00 am Holy Mass
Thursday, Jan. 1		 Solemnity of Circumsision of Our Lord
	 	10:00 am Holy Mass

If the court decision had 
gone in Mahmood's favor, 
it was likely that Alharbi 
would have appealed the 
judge’s decision.

As of now, Alharbi is set 
to take office on Jan. 1.

Mayor Amer Ghalib did 
not seek re-election, in the 
hopes of being confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate to be 
ambassador to Kuwait.

Those hopes appear 
to be dashed now, as he 
faced tough grilling from 
both Democratic and Re-
publican senators who 
deemed some of his past 
statements and social me-
dia activities antisemitic.

Ghalib says he is still in 
line to get another job with 
the Trump administration.

By Greg Kowalski
Author and historian

Leonard Kniffel will hold a
reception and signing for
his new book “Busia:
School Days on the Farm
with My Polish Grand-
mother” 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 21, at the
Hamtramck Historical Mu-
seum.

It is the follow up to his

earlier book “Busia: Sea-
sons on the Farm with My
Polish Grandmother,” and
relates the story of his
childhood growing up on a
farm under the watchful
care of Busia – his grand-
mother. 

His stories are touching
and inspirational, and his
books would make excel-
lent holiday gifts. 

Copies of both “Busia”
books will be available for
purchase, and Kniffel will
sign books. Light refresh-
ments will be served free.

The Hamtramck Histori-
cal Museum is at 9525

Jos. Campau. Visit the mu-
seum website, www.ham-
tramckhistory.org. Email
hamtramckhistory@gmail.
com. Or call (313) 893-
5027.  
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Samaritans Community Food
Assistance Program

for Hamtramck Residents
and Surrounding Areas

Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 97 Years of Traditional, Catholic, and Democratic Church

December 23 – Mass for People on our Prayer List 7 pm
December 24 – Vigil of the Nativity of our Lord Mass 9 am 

Christmas Sing-a-long 11:30 pm
Shepherd’s Mass (Pasterka) 12:00 Midnight

December 25 – Solemnity of Nativity of our Lord 9 am
December 26 – Feast of St. Stephen, Proto-Martyr 

(Msza Sw. w j. polskim) 10 am
December 27 – Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist –

Blessing of Wine 10 am
January 1 – Solemnity of Circumcision of our Lord 10 am   

January 2 – Solemnity of Holy Name of Jesus 7 pm

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground Horse-
radish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE
WE SHIP

NATIONWIDE!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

Hamtramck Academy 
11420 Conant St., Hamtramck, MI  48212-3134 

313-368-7312 PHONE  313-477-2869 FAX

OPEN ENROLLMENT NOTICE
Open enrollment for the 2020-2021 academic school year ends 

on 2/28/2020 at 5 p.m. Applications are available for grades K - 8 
and can be obtained at the school, at www.NHAschools.com or 

by calling 866-NHA-ENROLL. Should the number of applications 
received during open enrollment exceed available seats, a 

random-selection drawing will be necessary. The drawing, if 
needed, will be held on 3/12/2020 at 1:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose 
Area. Applications received after open enrollment will be accepted 

on a first-come, first-served basis for remaining open seats. 
Waiting lists will be formed accordingly. 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY 
AS TO STUDENTS 

Hamtramck Academy admits students of any race, color, and 
nationality or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, 

and activities generally accorded or made available to students at 
the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of intellectual or 
athletic abilities, measures of achievement or aptitude, disability, 

status as a handicapped person, homeless status, English 
proficiency, religion, creed, race, sex, color, or national origin in 

administration of its educational policies, admissions policies and 
athletic or other school-administered programs.

Support Your Local
Businesses - Get Out
on the Hamtown!

• Assorted Coffee Cakes
• Old Fashioned Holiday Fruit Cake

• Pierniki
• Holiday Santa Cookies

• Tortes
• Honey or Rum Babka

• Assorted Cookies
• Chrusciki
• Kolackzi

• Halka
• Almond, Poppy Seed & Walnut Rolls

• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

HOLIDAY
HOURS:

Sunday, 
Dec. 15 & 22
10am-4pm

Monday, Dec. 23
6am-6pm

Christmas Eve
6am-4pm

‘Busia’ author is back for a book 
signing at Hamtramck’s museum

By Charles Sercombe
The holiday spirit could

be felt on Monday at Dick-
inson East Elementary
School.

That was the day the
folks at Mittens for De-
troit once again donated
hundreds of brand-new
mittens and gloves for the
students to pick out and
keep.

The mittens and gloves
came in a wide assort-
ment of sizes, styles and
colors. 

If a student wanted
them in shocking blue or
pink, no problem.

The students were ush-
ered in class-by-class,
and they hunched over

several tables with the
goods neatly arranged.
For some, choosing took
only minutes, while others
pondered a while over the
varieties of styles.

The need for cold-
weather clothing is great
in Hamtramck. Many of
the kids come from immi-
grant families who do not
have a lot of money to
spend on clothing.

At the very least, many
of them will now have
warm hands and fingers.

Mitten give-away returns to 
Dickinson East Elementary School

NEW LOCATION! 
40211 Mound Rd.

Sterling Heights, MI 48310
586-250-9090 Call for Hours

www.Srodek.com

9601 Jos Campau St.
Hamtramck, MI 48212

(313) 871-8080 Call for extended hours
Hamtramck Hours: Mon-Thur: 8am-6pm, 

Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm

OVER 40 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 36 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! 
Stop in and see for yourself! Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Bacon/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm  
Sunday: 10am-4pm
Call for Extended Holidays Hours

9601 Joseph Campau St
Hamtramck, MI 48212
(313) 871-8080
www.srodek.com

WE SHIP
NATIONWIDE!

Happy 
New Year

Szczęśliwego
Nowego 
Roku!

Happy 
Holidays 

from 
Everyone at 
The Review


