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Quote of 
the week …
Who said this, and what is it
about? You can find the
quote and the story it be-
longs to somewhere in the
pages of this issue.

“We’ve seen an 
explosion in this in 

recent years.”

Quote of 
the week …

FRD PHARMACY
9811 Conant • Hamtramck

(313) 871-1115
Mon-Fri: 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-3pm

www.sav-mor.com

DRUG STORES

“Your Pharmacy Experts”

Make 
sure your 
heart is
happy 
AND 

healthy.

Additional Savings on

OVER 5000
Brand and Generic

Medications

$400
GENERICS
30-DAY SUPPLY*

$999
GENERICS
90-DAY SUPPLY*

Over 500 drugs available. 
See www.sav-mor.com for details.

Manage Your Meds Anywhere with
the FRD Pharmacy MOBILE APP

The Hamtramck Histori-
cal Museum has some ex-
citing news.

The Friends of Historical
Hamtramck received a
$15,000 grant from the
Michigan Humanities
Council to hire local artist
Dennis Orlowski who will
be painting a huge mural
in the coming year at the
museum.

The mural will depict the
many ethnic communities
in Hamtramck.

This is where you come
in. On Jan. 11 at 6:30
p.m. the museum is host-
ing a get-together of com-
munity folks to coordinate
who will pose for the
painting, and also to put
together the history of
your ethnic community.

Call the museum at
(313) 893-5027 to let
them know you are com-
ing. The museum is lo-
cated at 9525 Jos.
Campau.

• School/Sport Physicals
• X-Rays • EKGs
• Vaccinations • Check-Up

3120 Carpenter 
—Suite 103 —

Inside Carpenter Medical Plaza HOURS: Wed-Fri 12-5pm • Sat 11am-4pm
Majority 

Insurances
Accepted

11667 Jos Campau • Hamtramck • 313-334-5124

SUNDAY  BRUNCH 11am-3pm
Full Brunch and Drink Specials Menu$6 Burger, 

Beer & Chips

(Domestic Tap Beer Only)

Kitchen Hours:
11am-1:30am

Bar Hours:
11am-2am

FREE
PoolAll Day!

SPORTS SPECIAL: 
Fresh Chicken Wings 50¢ each (Min. 10 wings)

NFL, NHL, NBA & College Games             
7 Flat Screen TVs  • 16 Draft Beers on Tap

Coldest Beer In Town

Happy Hour
Every Mon-Fri 3pm-7pm 

Domestic Beers $1.50

LUNCH
SPECIALS 

DAILY

15%OFF FOODwith this ad

Continued on page 5

By Charles Sercombe
The good folks from Al-

hambra Caravan 261 of
Warren went an extra mile
once again to make sure
needy families have a nice
turkey meal for the holiday.

Here’s a recap of the
good work they do:

For over a dozen years
the group has distributed
free turkeys to the families
of special needs students.

It all started many years
ago by retired public
schools bus driver John
“Hippo” Hypnarowicz, who
specialized in driving those
students to and from
school.

Many of the families are
low-income and have a
hard time scraping by. Over

100 families recently re-
ceived a free turkey.

The Alhambra group also

gets a huge helping hand
from the generosity of
Hamtramck’s own

Srodek’s Sausage Co.
which supplies the turkeys
at a special low cost.

Alhambra group donates 100
turkeys to needy families 

By Charles Sercombe
Every year at this time

we take a break from the
normal week-to-week cover-
age to look back during the
past 12 months.

And once again we are
amazed at the amount of

news this little town pro-
duces.

So, grab a coffee, tea or
a beverage of your choice
and enjoy this stroll
through the first six months
of 2016.

JANUARY
Hamtramck ushered in a

new political era with the
new year.

Year in review: A look back
at the first half of 2016

Three city councilmem-
bers were sworn into of-
fice at the public library by
Hamtramck 31st District
Court Judge Paul Paruk:
Anam Miah and Abu
Musa, who were both in-
cumbents, and the city’s
newest member, Saad Al-
masmari.

With Almasmari’s elec-
tion to city council, Ham-
tramck had the distinction
of being the first American
city council with a Muslim
majority.

The library was packed
with over 100 spectators
and a large group of police
officers who were on hand
to witness another histori-
cal moment for Ham-
tramck’s 102-year-old
police department: The
first-ever female chief was
sworn into office.

For several months
Anne Moise had been the
acting police chief. City
Manager Katrina Powell
announced in December
that she had appointed
her as the permanent
chief of police.

Moise first came onto
the Hamtramck force in
1999.

In her opening remarks
Mayor Karen Majewski
noted that despite Ham-
tramck’s often contentious
elections, the community
has a deep bond.

“We are lucky to live in a
place where we know that
we are part of such a com-
munity, where we can
know our neighbors, our
council members, and the
person who bakes our
bread; where we can walk

Cont. on next column

Members of Alhambra Caravan 261 of Warren and other volunteers helped pur-
chase and distribute 100 turkeys to local needy families this holiday season.

Hamtramck voters said yes
to a recreation millage re-
newal, which will ensure
the program continues for
another 10 years.

Chicken

& Waffles

$ 699

Gyro,

Fries & Pop

$ 799
Open Mon-Sat 6am-11:30pm

Closed Sunday

WE CATER!
Gift Certificates Stop in for a

Smoothie!

Burger,

Fries & Beer

$ 699



to our favorite spot for cof-
fee and be sure we'll run
into friends; where we
know we are part of some-
thing bigger than our-
selves,” Majewski said.

But not everyone was
pleased with Moise’s ap-
pointment. Councilmem-
ber Miah took issue with
City Manager Katrina Pow-
ell making that appoint-
ment without involving the
city council.

In a letter he submitted
to The Review, Miah said: 

“My concern involves the
process (or the apparent
lack of one) by which you
arrived at your decision to
make a permanent hire

and your failure to follow
the mandate of the Ham-
tramck Charter to appoint
a police chief subject to a
majority vote of the mayor
and council.  

“Not more than two
weeks ago, the council
made it quite clear that it
was looking to you to
demonstrate transparency
in your decision making.
Instead, without providing
any notice (except for the
program you created for
the New Year’s Day swear-
ing in of new city officers),
you scheduled a ceremony
to swear in a permanent
chief.  

“As a councilmember, I

would have liked to know
what other candidates you
had for the position.  In ad-
dition to their relative qual-
ifications, I would have
liked to know the process
by which you identified al-
ternative candidates.”

City Manager Powell re-
sponded by saying she fol-
lowed the directives laid
down by the former state-
appointed emergency man-
ager, and to not follow that
procedure would have vio-
lated state law.

The directive gave the
city manager sole authority
in hiring a department
head.

In her response, she

said:
“I do not know why the

former Emergency Man-
ager chose to deliberately
exclude Council from the
decision making process,
and it is not my position to
guess at her motives. My
job is to follow the law and
the Emergency Manager’s
Orders in an effort to guide
the City completely out of
receivership. Violating
such Orders, as is being
publicly advocated by
Councilman Miah, would
only serve as a significant
setback for the City.”

Tension between Miah
and Powell continued to

A HUD High 
Performer

2620 Holbrook St • Hamtramck • (313) 873-7878
Hamtramck Housing Com-
mission (HHC) does not
discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, sex, handicap
or familial status

Hamtramck 
Senior Plaza

• Heat & Water 
Included

• Individual Kitchens
• Income Based Rent
• 24 Hour Security

• Recreation Areas
• On Site Mail
• Exercise Room
• Air Conditioned
• Library

This week at the library...

Continued on page 3

Notice -- In obser-
vance of the Christmas
and New Year’s holi-
days the Hamtramck
Public Library will be
closed to the public
from Friday, December
23 thru Monday, Janu-
ary2, 2017.  The li-
brary will reopen
Tuesday, January 3 at
11 a.m.

Cooking Matters for
Adults -- Free cooking

and nutrition classes
featuring healthy cook-
ing on a budget, smart
shopping ideas, culi-
nary secrets, free
cookbook and free gro-
ceries. Classes meet 2
hours each week and
are 6 weeks long.
(Commitment to all
classes is mandatory.)
If interested please
call the Hamtramck
Public Library at (313)

365-7050.
Michigan Activity

Pass -- The pass will
enable Library card
holders to obtain a
one-time free entry into
any Michigan State
park or recreation
area, and free entry
into over 100 partici-
pating cultural institu-
tions.  Ask at the
circulation desk for
more details.

For every $100 spent in locally owned
business, $68 returns to the community

source: the350project.net

Free Home Delivery
$4.00 • 30 DAY SUPPLY
$9.99 •  90 DAY SUPPLY

Send us your refills 24-hours a day
through our mobile app!

www.AzaalPharmacy.com M-F 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Sun closed

9834 Conant • Hamtramck
313-872-0021

Medical
Clinic 

On-Site
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For more information about events at the library call 
(313) 365-7050, or visit our website at http://hamtramck.lib.mi.us

where you can also access our online catalog. 

• We accept most insurance policies
• Our prices are very competitive
• We carry a large selection of natural 

products, Polish medicines and cosmetics

Chet Kasprzak, Pharmacist

10300 Jos. Campau
(Corner of Trowbridge)

A professional pharmacy
serving your needs.
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Coming events
SATURDAY, Jan. 14, 9-3 p.m. – Ham-

tramck’s Recycle Center is open at Caniff and
McDougall. Drop off your recyclables for free.

Year in review: A look back at
the first half of 2016 Cont. from front page

H CONSIGNMENT H WE BUY, SELL & TRADE
9528 Jos Campau • hamtramck

Tuesday - Saturday - 11:00 am to 6:00 pm
Closed Christmas Day - Re-Opened Jan. 10 (winter vacation)

MoMAnDPoPToyshoP@yAhoo.CoM

9833 Jos. Campau
Downtown Hamtramck

www.NewPalaceBakery.com
Specializing in Polish and European Style Baking Bread, Cakes, Cookies,

Pies & Pastries, Wedding & Birthday Cakes

PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS ORDER!

Angel Wings (Chruściki), Kolaczki, Assorted Coffee 

Cakes, Rolls (Poppy, Almond, Walnut), Assorted Babkas and Honey

Babkas, Kremówka (Pope’s favorite), Assorted Christmas Cookies, 

Jajecznica (Holiday Egg Bread with Raisins), Chalkas (Egg bread with

Raisins), Mazurka (Raspberry & Pineapple)

Open Mon-Sat 6am-6pm • Open Sunday, 
Dec. 11 & 18 and Saturday, Christmas Eve!

Don’t Forget Your Favorite Kowalski Meats for the Holidays!



flare up throughout the
year.

n
Hamtramck School

Boardmember Mohammad
Huda’s residency status fi-
nally caught up with him.

At the monthly board

meeting, Huda’s seat was
declared vacant, which al-
lowed the board to seek a
replacement.

In the prior year the
board authorized an inves-
tigation into Huda’s resi-
dency after a Review
investigation revealed he
was claiming a 100-per-
cent Homestead tax ex-
emption for a Warren
house. That exemption
meant Huda lived in that
house.

Huda had claimed to live
in a house on Fleming, but
in repeated visits to that
house there was never
anyone home. 

The school district’s in-
vestigation, conducted by
private investigator David
Adamczyk, confirmed The
Review’s findings and un-
covered more evidence
that Huda did not live in
the city.

The findings were sent to
the Governor’s Office. The
district had asked the gov-
ernor to remove Huda.

A representative from
the governor’s office sent
the district a letter saying
removing Huda was not
necessary because techni-
cally the seat was vacant.

“On the advice of the At-
torney General, we will not
pursue removal action be-
cause, if all the allegations
you provided are true, then

Mr. Huda does not reside
in the district and thus has
voluntarily vacated his seat
effective immediately,”
said Travis Weber, a Deputy
Legal Counsel.

“If the office is vacant,
then removal proceedings
are neither proper or nec-
essary. Instead, if a va-

cancy exists then ‘the re-
maining school board
members shall fill each va-
cant office by appoint-
ment’ pursuant to
Michigan Election Law,
MCL 168.311(1).”

n

Will local control ever re-
turn?               

That was the question
we posed regarding the
continuation of a state-ap-
pointed financial advisory
board’s supervision of the
city’s financial decisions.

When the state ap-
pointed the Transition Advi-
sory Board there were no
guidelines given on how to
gauge when local control
can return.

Terry Stanton, a
spokesman for the state’s
Treasury Department, told
The Review that while the
TABs were never meant to
be “here for years and
years and years,” there are
a number of factors to con-
sider.

Hamtramck’s financial
crisis a couple of years
ago was one thing, but the
state pointed to another
problem when the city ap-
plied for state intervention:
The city’s culture of disrup-
tive politics had to change.

Mayor Karen Majewski
said that was still a prob-
lem.

“I'm alarmed by the
statements of some coun-
cil members who, with not
one iota of understanding
of sound municipal man-
agement principles and
with a questionable com-
mitment to the city's over-
all well-being, still seem

intent on outsourcing our
fire department, among
other actions that, rather
than making Hamtramck
more attractive and desir-
able as a place to live,
work, and play, would actu-
ally walk back the progress
the city has made and
make us less viable and

less desirable to investors
and residents,” Majewski
said without identifying
who those councilmem-
bers were.

Former Emergency Man-
ager Cathy Square agreed
that the city’s political cul-
ture – which some have
said is more in line with a
wrestling show -- is still
toxic and would only
plunge the city back into
crisis if local control was
restored today.

“One of the major things
is cooperation,” Square
said. “Everybody has to
get on the same page. It’s
one of the things the state
looks at: Are they getting
along?”

FEBRUARY
Just as winter’s icy grip

was getting tighter, Ham-
tramckans knew how to
beat the deep freeze.

Celebrate Paczki Day.
Hamtramck bakeries

began working around the
clock to prepare for the on-
slaught of thousands of
visitors looking to buy the
Lental pastry treats.

Many came here to party
down at the local bars as
well. In all, it was another
successful Paczki Day.

n
Hamtramck joined

dozens of other cities in
helping Flint residents sur-
vive their water crisis.

Since January there were
a handful of water bottle
drives and deliveries from
here to Flint. Councilmem-
ber Anam Miah made a de-
livery as well as the folks
at Al-Haramain Interna-
tional Foods.

Councilmember Saad Al-
masmari delivered over
22,000 bottles of water.

The Common Word Al-
liance kicked in its share –
a 53-foot-long tractor trailer
stuffed with pallets of bot-
tled water. The water was
donated by a former Ham-
tramckan who now owns a
trucking firm, Velic Trans-
portation.

The company also do-
nated a truck and service

of a driver to deliver the
water.

The driver, Elvedin Paric,
who emigrated from
Bosnia 20 years ago, said
the company was moved
by an old saying in Bosnia.

“Your neighbor is more
important that your own
brother.”

How’s that?
“Because if your house

catches on fire who are
you to run to? Your neigh-
bor,” he said.

n
A rogue tow truck oper-

ator was on the prowl in
the city.

Police officials said it
was a “gypsy” tow truck
operator who had been
possibly illegally hooking
up cars that were parked
in business lots that have
signs designating parking
for customers only.

The tow truck operator
was working after busi-
ness hours and apparently
without permission from
business owners.

Several customers who
parked in the US Fish lot to
grab an order of paczki at
New Martha Washington
Bakery were forced to pay
the tow driver $400 to get
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It’s Time to Pray, 
Please Join Us

We are a Multicultural Parish Family
Sunday English Mass 9 a.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Everyone is Welcome to Worship with Us

Holy Cross Parish Polish National Catholic Church
2311 Pulaski, Hamtramck • Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Pastor 

313-365-5191   www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

We are an Active
Parish Serving the

Community 

Celebrating 94 Years of Traditional, Catholic,
and Democratic Church

Dec. 24 - Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long
11:45pm, Christmas Midnight Mass, 

English
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass, 9am, 

English
Dec. 26 - Feast of St. Stephen Mass, 

10am, Polish
Dec. 27 - Feast of St. John, Blessing of

Wine, Mass 10am

Year in review: A look back at
the first half of 2016 Continued from page 2

Continued on page 4

Assorted Coffee 
Cakes • Honey or Rum

Babka • Over 30 
Varieties of Assorted
Cookies • Chrusciki 
• Kolackzi • Halka 

• Almond, Poppy Seed
& Walnut Rolls 
• Cheesecakes`

313-872-1988
10335 Jos Campau • Hamtramck

As the church bells ring proclaiming the birth of Christ we at

Our Lady Queen of Apostles Parish
wish you a Merry Christmas and for the coming New Year - 

health, happiness and prosperity.
Pastor Fr. Janusz Iwan and Parish Staff

Christmas Season 2016 
3851 Prescott, Hamtramck, MI 48212 • 313-891-1520 

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Vigil Family Mass (English) ............4:00 pm
 Solemn Midnight Mass (Polish & English) ............................................12:00 am
 Preceeded by the singing of Christmas Carols ......................................11:30 pm 
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day Mass (Polish & English) ............9:30 am 
Saturday, December 31 - New Year's Eve Mass (English)....................5:30 pm
Sunday, January 1 - New Years Day, Solemnity of Mary, 
 Mother of God - Mass (English) ..............................................................8:00 am
 Solemnity of Mary (Polish) ......................................................................9:30 am
Saturday, January 7 - Mass (English) ................................................5:30 pm
Sunday, January 8

Feast of the Epiphany (Three Kings) Mass (English)................................8:00 am
Mass (Polish) ........................................................................................9:30 am
Blessed chalk and Incense available

OVER 30 TYPES OF PIEROGI, SMOKED AND FRESH KIELBASA, USZKA, 
DRIED POLISH MUSHROOMS, PLUS MUCH MORE! FAMILY OWNED AND 

OPERATED FOR OVER 30 YEARS!
“THE BEST POLISH DELI...THE BEST PIEROGI EVER.”

ANDREW ZIMMERN FROM TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BIZARRE FOODS

A wide variety of meats and imported groceries! Stop in and see for yourself!
Made fresh daily on our premises.

Our own Homemade Polish Kielbasa, 5 different types of Smoked Kielbasa

We have homemade Farmers Cheese, Sauerkraut, Pickles, Fresh Ground
Horseradish, Mushroom Uszka, and Pure Honey!

Krakowska
Canadian Ham/Poledwica
Cottage Ham/Baleron
Smoked Spare Ribs/Zeberka
Blood Sausage/Kiszka
Smoked Bacon/Boczek

Jellied Pigs Feet/Zimne Nogi
Baked Liver Sausage/Pasztet
Head Cheese/Salceson 

(4 Types)
Smoked Kielbasa (5 Types)
Crepes/Nalesniki

Pickle Soup, Czarnina and
many more...

Potato Dumplings/Kopytka
Fresh Polish Kielbasa/
Biala Kielbasa    

OUR HOMEMADE

Monday - Thursday: 8am-6pm
Friday: 8am-7pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm  
Sunday: 10am-4pm
Call for Extended Holidays Hours

9601 Joseph Campau St
Hamtramck, MI 48212
(313) 871-8080
www.srodek.com

Srodek Shirts
Available!

Merry 
Christmas
Wesolych
Swiat

Get Yourself 
NOTICED!

Place an Ad in the Review
Call (313) 874-2100

Paczki Day rolled around in February and once again
attracted thousands of visitors.

The Hamtramck School Board voted to declare
Boardmember Mohammad Huda’s seat vacant after
they determined he was not a resident of the city.



their cars released.
Sue Briskey, who owns

Suzy’s Bar, witnessed the
encounters.

“The tow truck driver was
circling the area like a
shark,” she said.

n
In an expected move, for-

mer Hamtramck School
Boardmember Mohammad
Huda filed a lawsuit
against the public school
district to get his job back.

Huda’s seat was de-
clared vacant in January
after a majority on the
board agreed that he did
not live in the city. The
board replaced Huda with
Salah Hadwan.

In his lawsuit, Huda in-
sisted he is a resident and
that the board over-
stepped its authority to re-
move him.

Huda was seeking rein-
statement as well as reim-
bursement for attorney
fees and “disbursement”
to himself.

n
If you were one of those

people who finagled your
water bill to keep it right
below the minimum
threshold to avoid a shut-
off, the city was on to you
and put a stop to the prac-
tice.

“Previously, customers
would just pay portions of
their bill and allow it to ac-
cumulate until it met a cer-
tain ‘shut off’ threshold
and then they would pay
another portion, never pay-
ing the entire bill,” said City
Manager Katrina Powell.

“Unfortunately, the city
doesn’t get the option of
paying a portion of its bill

to the Great Lakes Water
Authority. It must pay its
bill in its entirety, monthly.”

Powell said the city had
reduced the threshold over
the past year to $500,
then $200 and once again
to $50. In each instance,
the threshold level was
abused by too many cus-
tomers.

So, now the new thresh-
old level is $5.

If you are even a few
cents short, the city will
threaten to end water serv-
ice.

n
Back in 2014 it was an-

nounced that St. Ladislaus
Church would be closing.

That turned out to be
premature.

But suddenly it appeared
that day was coming. On a
Sunday about 40 parish-
ioners demonstrated in
front of the church over
what looked to be an im-
pending closing.

Protest organizer Walter
Bankowski said the parish
council had voted to close
the church. The plan called
for merging the Parish with

Transfiguration Church in
Detroit.

Both churches were part

of what’s called the Pope
John Paul II Parish.

Bankowski said a deci-
sion on whether to close
the church was expected
to be made by the Detroit
Archdiocese in the coming
weeks. The parish council
vote, he stressed, was only
an advisory vote

Despite that vote, which
was a close one,
Bankowski said the church
is on solid financial
ground.

“This is a financially vi-
able church,” he said.

As it turned out later in
the year, St. Lad’s was
spared and allowed to re-
main open. However,
church services there were
greatly reduced.

n
Hamtramck cracked

down on claims of financial
hardship when homeown-
ers appealed the value of
their house.

City Assessor Jay Singh
said that for a number of
years some homeowners

were claiming they were
too poor to pay their prop-
erty taxes during the an-
nual Assessment Board of
Appeals.

Before Singh took over
the job as assessor a few
years ago, they were
granted that exemption for
several years running, he
said, which is not allowed
by law.

The city council adopted
the federal guide of what’s
considered to be in
poverty.

Plus, if a homeowner
meets that threshold, the
maximum they can receive
that claim is three years,
Singh said.

But it got even tougher.
Singh says he reviews all

income tax returns to verify

claims of poverty. 
Guess what?
Things aren’t what they

always seem to be.
“Often I find their tax re-

turn is wrong,” he said.
This move was part of

the overall effort by the city
to cut various loopholes
residents had been taking

advantage of for many
years. The changing of the
rules led to a budget sur-
plus for the city.

MARCH
Hamtramck began see-

ing more men and women
in blue.

Earlier in the month Gov.
Rick Snyder asked the
state legislators to set
aside $1.5 million so he
could assign state police
officers to several dis-
tressed cities, including
Hamtramck.

The program was part of
the “Michigan’s Secured
Cities Initiative.”

State police began
boosting the city’s regular
patrols during the month,

but they weren’t here every
day.

Instead, the patrols ro-
tated between Ham-
tramck, Highland Park and
Harper Woods.

n
For what appeared to be

an indefinite period of
time, the idea of allowing
medical marijuana dispen-
saries to operate in Ham-
tramck went up in smoke.

City Manager Powell was
asked a year earlier when
she first came on board to
tweak an ordinance to reg-
ulate the industry. 

“The issue was tabled by

the city to observe pending
litigation in other cities and
proposed legislation,” Pow-
ell told the city council
when she was asked
about a follow-up.

n
Hamtramck voters

weren’t quite feeling the
“Bern” like other Michigan
voters.

In the presidential pri-
mary vote, voters here
gave Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Hillary Clin-
ton the slight edge over
her main competitor,
Bernie Sanders. But Clin-
ton won by just a hair here,
edging out Sanders 1002
to 953.

Statewide, Sanders
barely beat out Clinton in
what was called an upset
win.

On the Republican side
of the presidential primary
ballot, frontrunner Donald
Trump left his challengers
in the dust with 192 votes
compared to second run-
ner-up John Kasich, who
garnered 55 votes.

Trump also won in the
statewide election results.

Trump and Clinton even-
tually squared off in the
November General Elec-
tion. That election proved
to be historical.

n
What a difference a few

years made for the public
school district.

About six years ago the
Hamtramck Public School
District had a $5 million
budget deficit and was fac-
ing state intervention un-
less the financial crisis
was cleared up.

It was a huge challenge,
but Superintendent Tom
Niczay and his staff prom-
ised they would tackle it.

And they did.
At the monthly school

board meeting, it was
noted that the district had
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— Dr. Myron Lederman —
• Heel Pain • Corns, Calluses • Hammer Toes 

• Bunions • Ingrown Nails • Foot and Ankle Injuries

Senior and Diabetic Foot Care
Over 30 Years Experience 

9731 Jos. Campau • Hamtramck

(313) 872-4076

M-T-Th-F  9am-4pm • W - Sun closed 
Sat - 9am-2pm

Please call for appointment

In Area
House

Calls

MedicareCovered Diabetic
Shoes
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Individual Eyelashes • Eyebrow Waxing
Facial Hair Removal
We Cater to All Women

Hiring Licensed 
Nail Techs and Hair Stylists

Open Wednesday-Saturday
Corner of Conant & Holbrook

9301 Conant • Hamtramck • (313) 965-1111

Eye Palace

Eye Palace Express

New!

Parishioners at St. Ladislau protested the possible
closing of their church. As it turned out, the church
was spared, but services were greatly reduced.

The Jos. Campau alley near Caniff became a magnet
for illegal dumping. City officials said there is little
they can do to stop the practice because it often
happens at night when no one is around.
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made a 180-degree turn-
around. Instead of a $5
million deficit, the district
had a $5 million budget
surplus.

“That’s amazing,” said
Board President Mag-
dalena Srodek.

Srodek credited the dis-
trict administration for its
effort, but warned the dis-
trict must remain vigilant in
its financial dealings.

“We can’t go down that
road again,” she said.

n
Hamtramck’s attempt at

adopting a law forbidding
marijuana use busted
down in a haze of differing
opinions on where to go
with this issue.

City officials were not at-
tempting to alter or change
the legal use of pot by
those with medical mari-
juana cards.

Instead, they attempted
to update its enforcement
book on cracking down on
the recreational use of pot.
It came to light that the city
never adopted a local ordi-
nance outlawing marijuana
possession or use. In-
stead, officers relied on a
local ordinance for pos-
sessing narcotic parapher-
nalia and the state law on
possessing marijuana.

That resulted in most of
the fines and fees going to
the state instead of the
local district court.

City Attorney Travis Mihe-
lick fired up the issue by in-
troducing a local ordinance
that criminalized marijuana
possession and use for
those who do not have a
medical card.

His proposal was
stonewalled, however,
when some city coun-
cilmembers and the mayor
objected, saying they
would rather see it decrim-
inalized.

n
Round two of the city-

wide street repair program
was rolled out.

The city had set aside
money from a state grant,
called Act 51, to begin an
extensive road repair pro-
gram this year. The pro-
gram is part of a five-year
plan.

The following streets
were scheduled for re-
pairs: 

• Botsford from Jos.
Campau to MacKay (full
width)

• Trowbridge from Jos.
Campau to Gallagher (cen-
ter lane only except for full
width from Jos. Campau to
alley) 

• Casmere from Jos.
Campau to Conant (full
width)

APRIL
As it turns out, even top

law enforcers are vulnera-
ble to identity theft.

That was the takeaway
from a Town Hall Meeting
on that very subject held at
the Hamtramck Public Li-
brary.

Gathered together to talk
about their experiences
were Michigan Supreme
Court Justice Richard Bern-
stein, US Attorney Barbara
McQuade for the Eastern
District of Michigan and
FBI agent David Gellos.

State Rep. Rose Mary
Robinson organized the
event, which attracted
about 60 residents.

Calls from those pre-
tending to be from the IRS
were on the rise. The
callers demanded pay-
ments and threatened ar-
rest. They also asked for
personal information.

For the record, the IRS
never demands payments
over the phone or asks for
personal information. 

Another common scam
involves credit cards. Many
people have been victims
of having their card num-
ber stolen and used to
make purchases.

Criminals have devised a
number of ways to get your
credit card info without you
knowing it. One common
technique is to attach a
card reading device to
gasoline card swipes.

“We’ve seen an explo-
sion in this in recent

years,” McQuade said.
n

A 20-year-old Hamtramck
man who went missing for
a week was found safe
and sound.

Few details were avail-
able about what happened
to Mossa Salleh Almas-
mari who went missing
after he attended a class
at Macomb Community
College.

Almasmari’s disappear-
ance prompted a number
of media reports, and a lot
of negative speculation
about his mysterious dis-

appearance. 
On some media sites a

number of commentators
guessed that because Al-
masmari is an Arab male
he left the country to join a
terrorist organization. Oth-
ers said the FBI or Home-
land Security had detained
him.

FBI Public Affair Agent Jill
Washburn told The Review
that she could not discuss
the matter other than to
say he “left voluntarily”
and was “found safe out of
state.”

n
Several months earlier

there were media reports
of a police informant claim-
ing he was forced by a
Hamtramck detective to il-
legally dump used tires.

That informant, whose
name was not made public
and instead used the alias
“John Doe,” filed a lawsuit
against the Hamtramck
and Highland Park police
departments on April 8 in
Wayne County Circuit
Court.

The accusations in the
lawsuit were lurid and a
public relations nightmare
for the city.

In a nutshell, the inform-
ant claimed he was not
paid money he was prom-
ised in exchange for provid-
ing information and
carrying out assignments.

In the course of dealing
with a detective from High-
land Park and Hamtramck,
he claims officers regularly
used ethnic and racial

slurs.
The case has yet to be

settled. However, two more
lawsuits were filed later in
the year regarding investi-
gations by this police unit.

n
For over 10 years Taras

Nykoriak of Hamtramck ran
for Wayne County Sheriff,
as well as for other public
offices.

He never stood a chance
of winning, though, consid-
ering he was largely an un-
known running as a
Republican in heavily Dem-
ocratic Wayne County.

But in April he got a first-

hand experience of jail. He
was sentenced to 16
months in prison for ille-
gally cashing in over
$70,000 worth of US
bonds belonging to St. An-
drew Ukrainian Orthodox
Church located just out-
side of the Hamtramck
border on Buffalo.

Nykoriak’s involvement in
the church took many
twists and turns. According
to news reports by WDIV
Channel 4, Nykoriak ingra-

tiated himself with the
church starting back in
2014.

He apparently started a
division in the church
which pitted some new-
comers against old-timers.
At one point he was living
inside the church. At an-
other point, he was pre-
senting himself as a priest
to the public.

All during this time, he
was also looting the
church unbeknown to
parishioners.

n
It used to be that the city

council was the first and
last stop to get a contract
signed for services that
are needed.

That was before the
state stepped in and de-
clared a financial emer-
gency three years ago.
Since then, the council has
had zero power to author-
ize or reject a contract.

But according to a final
order left behind by former
Emergency Manager Cathy
Square, the city manager
is still supposed to pres-
ent contracts to the coun-
cil.

Such was the case when
City Manager Katrina Pow-
ell’s administration recom-
mended a three-year
contract to hire a company
to perform water and
sewer line repairs.

Normally, it would have
been a routine matter.

But a bare majority on
council rejected the con-
tract. Councilmember
Anam Miah led the resist-
ance to immediately ap-
proving the contract,
saying he needed more
time to read it.

Despite the council re-
jection, the contract went
forward to the state-ap-
pointed Transitional Advi-
sory Board, which has final
say on all contracts and

expenditures.
At the TAB’s monthly

meeting, the council’s re-
jection puzzled some of
the members.

It appears a matter like
this had not come up be-
fore.

“I guess I feel uncom-
fortable voting for some-
thing when the city council
should take responsibility
for it,” said TAB member Al
Bogdan, according to min-
utes taken at the meeting.

“I would prefer to see it
sent back to council and
ask them to take action on
it before we (do).”

The chairman of the TAB,
Deborah Roberts, was also
taken aback.

“Well, the way it's sup-
posed to work is they're
supposed to take action.
And then we approve it,”
she said. “They failed to
take action, and decided to
kick it to us. That's the
problem. They kicked it to
us.”

n
Former School Board-

member Titus Walters had
a huge heart for students.

His dedication to the
public school district was
paid back in a special ded-
ication ceremony on a Sat-
urday morning outside of
the Piast Institute.

It was an outpouring he
would have basked in. Wal-
ters died the year before.

The event was a dedica-
tion of a bench installed in
front of Piast and the kick-
off of the annual Health
Hike.

Over 100 adults and
Hamtramck public school
students were in atten-
dance.

Mayor Karen Majewski
spoke of Walters’ fiery pas-
sion.

“Titus was not afraid –
not afraid to speak his
mind, and to do the hard
work that needed to be
done.”

And the mayor added:
“In his absence it’s up to
all of us to fulfill his
legacy.”

Walters also served on
the city council until his
death.

MAY
Hamtramck voters over-

whelmingly voted to con-
tinue their recreation

program.
On May 3 voters agreed

to continue the recreation
millage for another 10
years by 592 in support to
165 against it.

The turnout was ex-
pected to be low, and in-
deed it was: A total of 757
voters participated.

“It was slow as mo-
lasses,” was the way City
Clerk August Gitschlag de-
scribed the day’s turnout.

This was the third mill-
age the Hamtramck Public
School District had suc-
cessfully fielded within the
last year. The district runs
the recreation department.

Evan Major, the Vice
President of the School
Board and a member of
the campaign committee
to promote the millage re-
newal, said the victory was
expected.

“We had every faith that
the community believed in
this vital resource, and
that was confirmed by the
overwhelming vote on
Tuesday,” Major said. “Now
we hope the enthusiasm
continues with active par-
ticipation in the recreation
committee and resident's
voices guiding the develop-
ment of programs that
meet the needs of our
community.”

The millage has been in
place for 20 years. The
recreation millage raises
over $800,000 a year.

n
It used to be that in

cases of emergencies at
schools, students were in-
structed to “duck and
cover.”

In other words, get under
their desks and crouch
down.

But the world has
changed immensely since
the 1950s and ‘60s when
that safety program was
the lesson of the day on
how to protect oneself in
cases of natural disasters
– or worse, the threat of a
nuclear bomb.

Today’s main threat is
something closer to home:
An armed intruder or even
fellow students who start
shooting.

The thinking nowadays is
to teach students and staff
how to take a more pro-ac-
tive approach instead of
just cowering in a class-
room.

Hamtramck’s public
school district signed on to
be part of a new self-de-
fense method called
ALICE, which is an acronym
that stands for Alert, Lock-
down, Inform, Counter, and
Evacuate.

The school district
teamed up with the police
department in training pro-
grams.

An increasing number of
districts adopted this ap-
proach to what’s called an
“active shooter” situation.

FUNERAL DIRECTORY
When the need arises, these caring professionals are ready to help.

2687 Caniff, Hamtramck
(313) 365-5240

Continuously owned and operated by the Krot Family since 1935
Alexandra Krot, Manager

David A. Krot, Public Relations

Jurkiewicz & Wilk Funeral Home
MICHAEL A. WILK, DIRECTOR ROBERT A. WILK, DIRECTOR

2396 Caniff at Brombach   |   313-365-9600

$895
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Former School Boardmember and City Councilmem-
ber Titus Walters was remembered at a service in
front of Piast Institute.

The Polish Market, a retail landmark, abruptly closed
its doors this year, apparently because of a change
in the city’s demographics.
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In Michigan, all schools in
the Washtenaw district
have been trained.

The philosophy is pretty
simple: figure out escape
routes from classrooms
where students can run to
a safe area. 

It also trained students
and staff to throw desks
and other objects at an in-
truder if they come face-to-
face – anything to distract
and hold up the person on
a rampage.

n
Hamtramck was set to

act as a stand in for De-
troit in an upcoming major
movie production sched-
uled for the summer.

A portion of Jos. Cam-
pau, somewhere between
Holbrook and Caniff, was
going to be transformed
back to 1967 where
scenes of the Detroit riot
would have been recre-
ated.

But as it turned out
Michigan lost the produc-
tion to the City of Boston
because of special tax
credits offered.

Still, there was some
minor filming done here.

So far, the title of the
movie has not been cho-
sen but it is still going
under the moniker of “Un-

titled Detroit Project.”
The director of the movie

is Kathryn Bigelow who
won an Academy Award for
her movie, “Zero Dark
Thirty” – about the hunt for
and killing of Osama bin
Laden. 

n
A group of investors pur-

chased the two houses on

Klinger that have long been
the home of the folk art
creation called “Ham-
tramck Disneyland.”

The massive collection
of whirligigs, knick knacks

and other whimsical items
are spread out on the top
of two neighboring houses
once owned by the creator
of the piece, Dmytro Szy-
lak.

Szylak died last year at
the age of 92, but his fam-
ily did not wish to continue

owning the properties.
There was concern

among artists and resi-
dents that the piece would
be dismantled and re-
moved, or worse, just rot
away.

But there was still a
ways to go to fully secure
the property.

Hatch, a Hamtramck art
collective, had to repay the
investors. To do so, the
group created an online
fundraiser to raise
$100,000. 

Guess what?
They managed to reach

that goal, plus a little extra
several hours before their
deadline expired.

Chris Schneider, of
Hatch, said the purchase
was something that took a
few months to come to-
gether. He said the plan is
to “restore the installation
and also create a new op-
portunity.”

That included a novel
way to bring in funding in
an ongoing basis.

“With the four apartment
units, we would like to rent
three of them to people
who appreciate the art-
work, and then use the
final unit to invite artists
from all over the world who
specialize in installations
to live and work,” Schnei-
der said. “Their work would
also be open to the public
to view.”

n
The sound of loud chant-

ing and drums banging at
Keyworth Stadium became

a familiar thing.
The first home game for

the Detroit City Football
Club, which is part of a
semi-pro league, kicked off
the season for the team.

The premiere was a cou-
ple of years in the making.
The football club worked
out a deal with the Ham-
tramck School Board and
Superintendent Tom Niczay
to relocate their home
games here in exchange
for fixing up Keyworth.

31800 Northwestern Hwy,  Suite 200
Farmington Hills, MI  48334

248-866-1110
HUD Certified

Looking to buy single & 
multi-family dwellings - CASH!

Search For all Homes at www.danrojek.com

Dan Rojek, Realtor®

586-997-9900
danrojek@remax.net

JohnUlaj@comcast.net

Certified 
Residential 
Specialist

FMIC
Food Ministries In Collaboration 

Apostle Connie and Bro. Bill 
can be heard every Thursday 

at 11:00 am-11:15 am.

Visit HarpofGodMinistry.org

Click on 
FMIC (Food Ministries 
In Collaboration) then
donate, and follow the 

instructions to 
donate!

� �

11112 Lorman Dr.
Sterling Heights

4-Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath Colonial
Located near 15 Mile & Van Dyke

1900 sq. ft, High-Efficiency Furnace with 
Central Air. Move-In Ready!

Includes Stove & Refrigerator.
Keys at Closing!

$179,900
Call Dan Today!

John Ulaj
Commercial 

Broker/Owner
A HUD Certified

Agent

leanneconger@gmail.com

Multi-Family Homes
2429 Faber - $69,900 PRICE REDUCED!
2653 Edwin - $74,900 
Vacant Land
LOT 19 Masters Drive, Metamora, .71 acres -
$35,900 
Sutton Rd., Dryden, 2.52 acres - $29,900 NEW!
Chalet Rd., Dryden T wp - 10 acres - $124,900 - NEW!
15 Mile Rd., Sterling Hgts., 17.75 acres -
$299,900 
1108 Christine Dr., Lapeer - $74,900 - NEW!
2210 Bristol Rd., Imlay City, 2.53 acres - $39,900 
Dryden
4347 Grove - $199,900 - NEW!
4261 Crawford Rd. - $329,900 -  PRICE 
REDUCED!

Office (810) 375-2500 • Cell (586) 214-4663

Shelby Twp.
53125 Bruce Hill - Lease - $1650./Mo.
Goodland Twp.
2575 N. Van Dyke Rd. - $319,900 - PENDING!
Lapeer
2445 Hunters Creek Rd. - $299,000 SOLD!
Lapeer Twp.
508 W. Sutton Rd. - $330,000 - PENDING!
Warren
26732 Patricia - $98,900  - PRICE REDUCED!
Addison Twp.
2574 Lake George Rd. - $449,900 PENDING!
Metamora
4067 River Street - $149,900 NEW!!

Land Contracts 
Available on  Many 
of my properties!

DiamondRealty and Associates

Leanne Zaliwski-Conger
Hamtramck Native/Specialist

Associate Broker • Multi-Million Dollar Producer
Short Sale/REO Specialist 

3027 Trowbridge St.

$99,000
5 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 

full basement

PENDING

Continued on page 8

Wayne County Food 
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

for hamtramck Residents
Bring proof of income, and picture ID

8625 Jos. Campau
11am-12pm

Every 2nd Monday 
of the Month

StJosephsHealthcare.com
Hamtramck • 313-874-4500

Leaders
in Short-Term

Rehabilitation

Providing quick recovery 
and quality care through 
our comprehensive 
rehabilitation program.
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Hamtramck Disneyland was saved thanks to local in-
vestors. The city’s art collective, Hatch, held an on-
line fundraiser to cover expenses to purchase two
houses that support the folk art creation.

Professional soccer came to Keyworth Stadium, and
it proved to be a spectacular success.
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www.HeaneyPlumbing.com
Proudly Serving Hamtramck 

Since 1965.
• Licensed & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial

10% OFF
Labor on Any Plumbing,

Heating, Air Conditioning
or Sewer Cleaning Job In-

stallation or Repair
Not to be combined with any other offer.

We specialize in all phases of 
Air Conditioning, Freon Charge,

Plumbing, Heating, Sewer 
Cleaning & Excavation. 

Service
Installation 

Repairs
Fast Same Day Service 
Radio Dispatched

Serving our community for over 
100 years since 1904.

* Senior Rates available *

BISAGA 
PLUMBING & HEATING  
(313) 365-8630

1
/2

9
/1

6

We Repair 
& Install 
• Furnaces 
• Boilers

• Air Conditioners

• Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

Ask for Details

HEATING &
COOLING

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1964

11647 Jos. Campau

892-2122

HOME IMPROVEMENTPLUMBING

6
/3

0
/1

3

HEATING & COOLING

Service Directory

CALL TODAY:
248-542-8022
586-298-2380

FULLY STOCKED TRUCKS TO SERVE ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

MASTER PLUMBER
LICENSED & INSURED

AVAILABLE 24/7
EXPERT SEWER & DRAIN 

CLEANING
CERTIFIED BACKFLOW TESTING

$20 
OFF

New clients only. Not to be 
combined with any other offers.

  www.waterworkplumbing.com

PLUMBING? SEWER? DRAIN 
PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Curtis Gibbs
Owner

DetroitPowderWorks@Yahoo.com

248-835-3352

POWDER COATING
12/30/16

12875 St. Louis, 2 br.
upper and 2 br. lower, liv-
ing, dining, bath, large
units, full basement with
lower unit, call Palo or Di-
anne, 248-659-2278,
248-659-2325.

Detroit (Lodge/Davison
area), lower flat, nice
quiet street, nice 2 br.,
new windows, semi-reno-
vated bathroom, large
kitchen, large front
porch, $525/mo., call
Mike, 313-516-5178.
12/30

Hamtramck, Holmes St.,
2 br., bonus room, lower
flat, includes refrigerator,
stove, no pets, no ac-
cess to basement, ten-
ant pays own utilities,
$699/mo. + 1 ½ mo.
sec. dep., MPM, 248-
268-8700 ext. 0 or call
248-579-3872. 1/6

Hamtramck, Danforth,
lower unit, living, dining,
kitchen, fresh paint,
ready to move in,
$600/mo. + deposit,
313-712-6021. 1/6 

Hamtramck area, 2 Br.
upper, completely reno-
vated, $650/month + se-
curity, 313-933-9727. 1/13

Warren, 10 Mile + De-
quindre, 3 br. town-
house, 1 ½ bath, living,
dining, family rm., full
basement, $1100/mo.,
water and appliances in-
cluded, 313-712-6021.
1/6 

18666 Jos Campau, De-
troit 3 bedroom remod-
eled, $550/mo +
utilities. 313-790-5946
12/30

Harrison Cove off Jeffer-
son, 25959 Waterway,
clubhouse, pool, end
unit, built in 2003,
vaulted ceiling, 2 BR
condo for sale. Roofed
balcony faces Lake, fire-
place, attached garage.
313-354-2495. 1/6

Jean’s Bar, space avail-
able, license sold, may
be available in January,
leave a message, will
call back, 248-835-
9243. 12/30

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT

Deadline for classifieds
for next week is 
Thursday at Noon

$20 for one week • $25 for two weeks 
• $40 for four weeks

Call (313) 874-2100
to Place Your Ad!

PAINTING

Let Our Service Directory Do the Work
For You! Call Dave (313) 874-2100

Advertisers should check their ad follow-
ing first publication. The newspaper shall
not be liable for failure to publish an ad,
for a typographic error or errors in publi-
cation except to the extent of the cost of
the ad for the first day’s insertion. Adjust-
ments for errors is limited to the cost of
that portion of the ad wherein the error
occurred. We reserve the right to clas-
sify, revise or reject any classified ad-
vertisement.

IN “VINCE”ABLE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior • Power Washing 
10% Senior Discounts

Free Estimates
Vince 

586-838-7598
— Serving Macomb & Wayne County —

BROTHERS 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

ALL HOME REPAIRS Interior • Exterior
TOP QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES
• Handyman Services • Roof Repairs 

• Sidings & Gutters • Chimney Work • Porches
Ask for Frank 

Located in Hamtramck

313-365-4913
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Discount Available! 
Call for Details

HOUSE FOR RENT

By Charles Sercombe
This week’s Crime Log

covers Dec. 13-19.
Tuesday, December 13

• A resident in the 3900
block of Prescott reported
someone broke out a win-
dow of their car while it
was parked in their
garage.

• A resident in the 8800
block of Lumpkin reported
someone broke out their
car window and stole a
navigation system and a
backpack. Another resi-
dent on that block re-
ported a similar incident
and the theft of a radio.

• A person was arrested
for cashing a stolen check
at Walter’s Party Store on
Conant.

• A resident said he was
assaulted inside a Jos.
Campau business.

• A New Boston resident
reported someone broke
his car window while it was
parked on Commor.
Wednesday, December 14

• At about 3 a.m. a De-
troit resident ran away
from officers after being
pulled over for a traffic vio-
lation. Officers followed
his foot prints in the snow
to a house where he was
hiding.

• A juvenile was ar-
rested at a residence in
the 12000 block of Grand
Haven for domestic vio-
lence.
Thursday, December 15

• A person was arrested
after a traffic stop for

being wanted on a Ham-
tramck warrant.

• A resident in the 2000
block of Yemans reported
someone stole a package
from her front porch.

• A Fraser resident was
arrested after committing
an assault at a Holbrook
residence.
Friday, December 16

• A Madison Heights
resident reported her car
was egged while it was
parked in the 10000 block
of Conant.

• A resident reported
her daughter was missing.

• Two people turned
themselves in for being
wanted on a Hamtramck
felony warrant.
Saturday, December 17

• At almost 3 a.m. a St.
Clair Shores resident was
arrested after a police
chase for committing do-
mestic violence in the
Caniff/I-75 area.

• A St. Aubin resident re-
ported being assaulted by
the father of her child. The
suspect also violated a
personal protection order.

• A Port Huron resident
was arrested after assault-
ing his ex-wife during an
argument at a residence
on Hewitt.

• A West Bloomfield res-
ident reported her dis-
abled son may have been
tricked out of money and
belongings.
Sunday, December 18

• At a little after 11 p.m.
a resident was arrested in

the area of Carpenter and
Conant for being wanted
on various felony warrants.

• A person was arrested
for assault following a dis-
turbance in the 3000
block of Evaline.

• A resident in the
12000 block of Klinger re-
ported the theft of their
catalytic convertor.

• A resident reported
someone they know stole
$800 worth of laundry
from a coin laundromat in
the 12000 block of Co-
nant.

• A Zinow resident re-
ported someone threw a
door knob at their house,
causing damage to the
siding, and also spread
yellow paint on their car.

• A resident in the
11400 block of Jos. Cam-
pau reported a suspect
walked into his apartment
and stole his wallet, lap-
top, cellphone and then
fled in a Nissan Altima.
Monday, December 19

• At 5:30 a.m. a Detroit
resident was arrested
after a traffic stop for pos-
sessing narcotics, driving
without a license and pos-
sessing an open intoxi-
cant.

• An agent for Total
Home Solution reported
the theft of 16 sheets of
plywood at a site in the
11000 block of Klinger.

• A Caniff resident re-
ported the theft of his li-
cense plate.

• A stray pitbull was cap-
tured in the 2300 block of
Holmes and taken to the
Humane Society.

SPACE
FOR RENT

TOWNHOUSE 
FOR RENT

CONDO
FOR SALE

APARTMENTS & FLATS 
FOR RENT
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For several weeks work
crews shored up the sta-
dium’s infrastructure and
put in new seating.

Funding for the makeover
came from an online
fundraiser the football club
sponsored. According to
the club, over $700,000
was collected.

Football club organizers
expected anywhere from
3,000 to 6,000 fans to
turn out – and they did.

This was the first major
makeover for the stadium
since it was built in 1936. 

This version of football is
the European variety – bet-
ter known on this side of
the pond as soccer. 

The game was and is
only part of the show. Fans
play a huge role in the
spectacle, often dressing
up in the team’s color, ma-
roon (which, coincidentally,
it’s the same color for the
Cosmos), and sporting
painted faces and armed
with noisemakers of all
sorts.

n
For $7 a month, home-

owners were offered a
chance to save a bundle of
money.

The city partnered with
Service Line Warranties of
America for a unique pro-
tection plan.

The city had recently
dusted off an old ordinance
that had not been enforced
and began charging home-
owners for repairing broken
sewerage connections.
That charge was typically
$4,000, which 12 home-

owners had been socked
with.

The need for the repair
becomes noticeable when
the alley pavement behind
a house caves in. The likely
reason for that depression
is a leak in the home-
owner’s sewer line that
causes a washout below
the pavement.

“Through this program,
homeowners are more
likely to report problems
without fear of expensive
repairs,” said City Manager
Katrina. “In today’s econ-
omy, it’s important for the
City to help homeowners
find affordable protection
for their own private aging
infrastructure.”

The insurance program
protects against leaks,
breaks and clogs due to
normal wear and tear, age,
ground shifting and tree
root intrusion.

JUNE
One thing was for certain

in the coming months: City
officials needed to have a
serious discussion on how
to fund the Fire Depart-
ment.

The city’s fiscal year was
set to wrap up at the end
of June, with a new budget
year starting on July 1.

At this point both years
were about a million dollars
short of their projected
budget. That forced the city
to draw down from its
budget surplus of $4 mil-
lion -- $1 million for this
year and $1 million for next

year.
The cause of this was

that a federal grant for the
Fire Department had not
come in – although it was
expected to. And it eventu-
ally did just that.

But what city officials had
to wrestle with was what to
do when the SAFER grant -
- which pays for the
salaries of 12 firefighters -
- runs out in three years.

The Fire Department is
the second most expen-
sive department in the city
with a budget of about $3
million.

The city’s total budget for
this current fiscal year is
$15.7 million, while next
year it is going down a bit
to $15.4 million.

Speaking of the Fire De-
partment, in an unex-
pected move, Fire Chief
Paul Wilk announced his re-
tirement.

Wilk was likely the city’s
youngest serving fire chief.

He started in the depart-

ment when he was 22 and
retired at the age of 48.

“It’s just time to go,” Wilk
said about his retirement.
‘It’s time to be with my fam-
ily.”

Wilk steered the depart-
ment into a historical
agreement with Detroit’s
Fire Department. The deal
he helped strike actually
kept the department
busier: The two cities
agreed to help each other
when fires occur within a
few miles of Hamtramck.

In return, Detroit now au-
tomatically sends a crew to
help out with Hamtramck
firefighters.

n
After 26 years on the

bench, Hamtramck 31st
District Court Judge Paul
Paruk stepped down to
take a new job with the
State Supreme Court in an
administrative position.

Paruk was temporarily re-
placed with local attorney
Alexis Krot. Gov. Rick Sny-
der made the appointment.

Paruk’s departure ended
a legacy for his family. His
father, Walter, was the dis-
trict court judge for many
years before Paul won elec-
tion in 1990 after his fa-
ther retired.

Paul Paruk made interna-
tional news several years
ago when he required a
Muslim woman to remove
her face veil, commonly
known as a niqab, in order
to testify.

He insisted that he
needed to see the face of
witnesses as one way to
determine if they are telling
the truth.

The woman, who had a
lawsuit pending against an
auto rental company, re-
fused to remove her veil
and Paruk dismissed her
case.

The woman filed a law-
suit in federal court claim-
ing a civil rights violation,
but a federal judge dis-
missed it, saying it is up to
the State Supreme Court
to establish rules about
appearances.

Attorney Nick Frontczak,
a friend of Paruk and a for-
mer city attorney for Ham-
tramck, said Paruk was a
“credit to the city and the
judicial system.”

“He carried himself very
well on the bench and
made reasoned deci-
sions,” he said.

n
A Hamtramck shopping

landmark became history.
During one weekend the

Polish Market on Jos. Cam-
pau and Belmont abruptly
announced it was closing.

A notice, printed in Eng-
lish and Polish, said that
“due to circumstances be-
yond our control we are
forced to close …”

The notice told cus-
tomers to visit their other
store at 15 Mile and De-
quindre in Troy and listed a
phone number to call.

The Review made re-
peated calls to that num-
ber but no one ever
answered or returned mes-
sages.

Although there had been
ongoing rumors that the
store was going to close, it
still came as a shock to
many.

Kathy Angerer, the city’s
Director of Community &
Economic Development,
said the store’s closing rep-
resented “a huge void in
our central business dis-
trict.”

Angerer said she talked
with the owner of the build-
ing, who leased the space
to the store, and said it ap-
peared there was financial
hardship. She said the
building owner told her

“that the store was losing
money every month with
the demographic change to
the city.”

Hamtramck has indeed
experienced a major shift
in recent years from its
decade’s long identity as a
Polish city. The majority of
the city’s population is now
made up of immigrants
from Bangladesh and
Yemen.

Another sizable popula-
tion is from Bosnia.

n
It was a mystery no one

could solve.
For some reason, one lo-

cation in the center of the
city became a magnet over
the years as a place for il-
legal dumpings.

It was in the alley on the
east side of Jos. Campau
at Caniff. On most days you
could see loose garbage
and large items deposited
there – usually pieces of
furniture.

In one week The Review
spotted two couches and a
large pile of trash dumped
at the site.

Kathy Angerer, the Direc-
tor of Community & Eco-
nomic Development and
head of the city’s code en-
forcement, said she had
been aware of this hotspot.

She says the dumpings
happen at night when few
people are around to wit-
ness it.

“Catching illegal dumping
after-hours is hard,” An-
gerer said.

No matter how the trash
gets there, it’s up to the
building’s owner to remove
it. Angerer said her office
works with owners who are
the victim of illegal dump-
ings, but ultimately they
have to clean it up.

“They need to monitor
their property,” she said.

There were other hot

spots in the city as well.
Angerer said dumpers

often target the outskirts of
the city, such as on Ham-
tramck Dr., Denton, Conant
and empty lots.

“We try to stay on top of
it but it’s not easy,” Angerer
said.

Well, that’s it for our first
part in the year in review.
Come back next week for a
look at the highlights for the
second half of 2016.
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Florian St.

Just Across 
the Street from
St. Florian Church!

Lum
pkin St.

313-875-1700
2460 Florian St. • Hamtramck
www.DentistSamiBilani.com

Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

• All porcelain crowns, 
bridges and veneers.

• Root Canal Treatment 
including wisdom teeth.

• Surgical extraction of
impacted wisdom teeth.

• Invisible Dura flex 
dentures and partials.

• Gum Treatment.
• Sleeping Apnea 

treatment.
• Teeth whitening.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday

10am-6pm  
Friday 10am-2pm

Saturday 9am-1pm
Most Insurances Accepted
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9118 JOSEPH CAMPAU
HAMTRAMCK MI 48212

313-874-2272

We Fix
Phones!
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WESOLYCH SWIAT!  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Holy Cross Parish
Polish National Catholic Church
OUR 94th ANNIVERSARY

2311 Pulaski Street, Hamtramck, MI 48212-2940
Rectory Phone: 313-365-5191 

Church Hall: 313-365-5070

www.HolyCrossPNCC.com

Very Rev. Jaroslaw A. Nowak, Pastor
December 24                 9:00 a.m. - Vigil of the Nativity of  Our Lord
                                       Holy Mass
                                       11:30 p.m. - Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long
                                       12 Mid - Shepherds Mass  (Pasterka)
December 25th              9:00 a.m. - Solemnity of Nativity of Our Lord
                                       Holy Mass
December 26th:            10:00 a.m. Feast of of St. Stephen, 
                                       Proto Martyr - Holy Mass (Msza Św. w języku polskim)
December 27th:            10:00 a.m. - Feast of Saint John the Apostle - Blessing of Wine

~ Serving the Hamtramck Community ~

Fire Chief Paul Wilk re-
tired this year after serv-
ing in the department for
26 years.

Hamtramck 31st District Court Judge Paul Paruk re-
signed to take an administrative position with the
state Supreme Court. 


